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Editorial

One of my favourite kiddies’ movies is The Grinch 
starring Jim Carey. I have watched the video a couple 
of times over the years. The scene which I enjoy best 
in the movie is where the Grinch, with the help of his 
dog, builds a rocket powered sleigh that he plans to 
use to spoil Christmas for the residents of Whoville. 
His trusty dog assists by fetching all the tools exactly 
as the Grinch calls for them. At one point however the 
dog misses a beat and brings the wrong size spanner. 
He gets a scolding (irrespective of his remarkable ca-
nine prowess) and a reprimand to “…stay focused!” 

You and I are also instructed to stay 
focused, specifically on our Lord Je-
sus Christ. In Hebrews 3:1 we are told, 
“Therefore…fix your thoughts on Jesus, 
the apostle and high priest whom we con-
fess.” Sometimes the problems of life can 
cause us to lose our focus. Slowly but sure-

ly we drift away - less church attendance, bible study 
and prayer . When we lose our focus on Jesus Christ, 
we tend to see problems as looming much larger than 
they really do. 

As we become bogged down in worry, we tend to 
lose sight of the fact that Jesus Christ is far larger than 
our problems, that He understands our human frailty 
and is able to help us, because He was also buffeted by 
the problems of this life. Let problems bring you closer 

to Jesus Christ, not further away from Him.
If we strive after the pleasures of this life and world-

ly rewards, it will have the same negative effect on our 
focus. Although not admitting it outright, we tend to 

regard it as more important and devote more time and 
effort attaining it, in the process crowding out the es-
sentials of our Christian walk. It is easy to deceive our-
selves and slowly turn away from Jesus Christ, placing 
our trust more in worldly rewards at the cost of becom-
ing all we were meant to be in Jesus Christ.

Whether we are experiencing good times 
or problems, let us stay focused and take hold  
of our calling.       

D a w i d  L a b u s c h a g n e
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STAY FOCUSED

By Tim Maguire

Thanks to all for the support given to our first is-
sue of Face to Face magazine! My hope and prayer 
is that our second issue will be met with just as 
much enthusiasm, and will be just as helpful and 
profitable as we go about living in this hectic, often 
difficult world.

 As I write, the G8-summit is in progress and is 
discussing, among other things, the effect of climate 
change on our planet. The Group of 5 emerging 
nations, which includes South Africa, are joining 
in the discussions today. As Christians, some argue 

we have been given dominion over the 
earth, and since we know that the entire 
universe is going to be restored in the 
future we need not be overly concerned. 
Others argue, however, that as stew-
ards, we should be as responsible as we 
can with what God has left in our care. 
As a Christian, or caring citizen, what is 

our Duty of Care? 

Some may be more interested in prophecy. I 
can recall that even as a young kid I was always 
fascinated by the talk of Prophecy, and the ‘End 
Times’. What is it all about? When will it all hap-
pen? Many would love a sneak preview as to what 
the future holds. The Bible is filled with many pro-
phetic writings. What is the purpose of these writ-

ings? “Where Are We Now In Prophecy” asks some 
very interesting questions of us. Are we in the End 
Times? If so, what should we be doing about it?

These are interesting and often very debatable 
topics. The article on the Greatest Book Ever Writ-
ten points us in the direction we should follow in 
seeking these answers. What does the Bible say 
about these issues? You may be surprised. Human-
kind has many theories about important issues. 
Sometimes we turn to our own understandings. 
However in Prov. 14:12 the Bible says that there is 
a way that seems right to you and I, but if we fol-
low our own understanding, it often ends badly for 
us! 2 Timothy 3:16-17 tells us that “All Scripture is 
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, so that 
the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work”(NIV).  With Face to Face Maga-
zine, the Bible, God’s Word is our ultimate author-
ity. As you read through the magazine my prayer is 
that God’s word comes alive for you, and not only 
do you gain understanding of pertinent issues that 
affect you as you go about living your life, but that 
you come to an awareness of the good works that 
you have been called to do.

In Christian love.
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this will happen to you!

When I was very 
young I used to 
enjoy spending 

many school holidays on my 
uncle’s farm in Estcourt, 
Kwa-Zulu Natal.  I remem-
ber one incident very well.  
One morning, while hunt-

ing with my father, we heard a loud, 
piercing cry. 

We ran through 
the long grass to-
wards the sound, 
and near the river-
side saw the pitiful 
sight of a little buck 
with its head caught 
in a poacher’s wire 
noose.  The snare 
was tied to a fence 
and because it was 
so well hidden, the 
animal had walked 
right into the trap. 
The more it tried to 
free itself the tighter 
the rusty wire cut into 
its neck. 

In the Bible we 
discover that our en-
emy, Satan, also has his snares. For example, in 2 
Timothy 2:26 Paul warns Timothy about “the snare 
of the devil” and about the danger of people being 
“taken captive by him at his will.”  

Scary words!  Satan has his evil traps and 
schemes (2 Corinthians 2:11) and each one is de-
signed to destroy, to ruin, to hurt; to take away joy, 
peace and love.  

Discouragement is one of his snares. Doubt and 
fear are others. But there is one snare that we of-
ten overlook because it is subtle and deceptive. It 
happens so easily and quickly and is dangerous be-
cause it imprisons and hinders us from reaching our 
full potential. 

offences Will come 

In luke 17:1 Jesus warns us that “it is impossible 
that no offences should come” (NkJV). Jesus was 
saying that it is unthinkable that you or I will live 

this life with-
out being of-
fended. It is 
guaranteed. 
That’s the 
way life is. A 
pastor half-
jokingly told 
some new 
members of 
his church; 
“If we haven’t 
offended you 
yet, please 
be patient.  
We will!” 

 What 
does an of-
fence have to 
do with Sa-
tan’s snares?  
Well, the 

word Jesus used for “offences” gives us a vivid and 
powerful picture that we need to understand!  This 
Greek word skandalon originally described the bait 
stick in a trap.1 The bait stick is a small piece of wood 

B y  G o r d o n  G r e e n
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used to keep the door of an animal 
trap propped open. A piece of food 
was placed inside the trap to entice 
the animal.  When the animal entered 
the trap and accidentally bumped the 
bait stick, the trap collapsed and the 
animal was caught.

Jesus was warning us that events 
will happen in our lives with the po-
tential to ensnare us.   Satan knows 
what offends us and he uses his bait 
accordingly, enticing us into a trap in 
which we’ll become offended.  And 
offences come in all shapes and sizes 
– rude and inconsiderate drivers, peo-
ple who stand in the ten item queue 
with twenty items, a demanding boss 
etc.  

The place where we have the 
most offences is with those 
who are close to us. Satan 

is constantly seeking timely 
moments to wedge bad feel-

ings between people. 

When we bump into an offence and handle it 
incorrectly, the trap slams shut — and like an animal 
trapped in a cage, we suddenly find ourselves as 
prisoners trapped in detrimental and negative emo-
tions such as bitterness and resentment which in 
turn can lead to blame, anger, revenge and broken 
relationships.

Wide aWake

The implication in Jesus’ warning is that because 
offences will come we need to be wide-awake and 
deal with them biblically when they occur. How do 
we do that?  Ask yourself:  Am I being too sensitive?  
Are my expectations of the other person too high?  
remind yourself that people are people and not 
God.  Offences come with the territory. The closer 
we are to others the higher our expectations are of 
them and the higher our expectation the greater the 
potential offence.  Another helpful question is: will 
this offence matter in one or two years?  How about 
one or two days?  Is the offence really that serious or 
am I blowing the whole incident out of proportion?  
Many offences are so insignificant that we should 
deliberately choose to overlook them. “A person’s 
wisdom yields patience; it is to one’s glory to over-
look an offence (Proverbs 19:11, Today’s NIV).

forgiveness is the key

“Don’t sweat the small stuff!”  This is not about 
encouraging denial or repressing anger or negative 
feelings, but forgiveness is the key here and making 
large allowances for human frailties. “If you forgive 
anyone, I also forgive him. And what I have forgiven 
... I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, 
in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are 
not unaware of his schemes (2 Corinthians. 2:10-
11).

If the offence is too serious to overlook it should 
be resolved through loving and humble confron-
tation (Mat 18:15). Talk it out! When the situation 
cannot be solved in this way ask someone for help 
(Mat 18:16-17).  

My father was able to cut the noose from the 
buck’s neck that day and it quickly disappeared into 
the bushes – free!  God wants us to be free from the 
snares of Satan.  He wants us to move forward, past 
the offence into a lifestyle of love and forgiveness.  
It is not what happens to us but our response to 
what happens to us that ensnares us. Between the 
offence and our response we have a choice.  

We can choose to be driven by feelings and emo-
tions or we can choose to be compelled by the love 
of God (2 Corinthians 5:14) and it is the love of God 
that is the key to freedom from the baited trap of 
offence. “Above all, love each other deeply, because 
love covers over a multitude of sins (1 Peter 4:8).”  
 

1New Testament Words:  William Barclay p.255.
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Although he does not realize it, 
the outstanding British natu-
ralist and broadcaster Sir 

David Attenborough inspired this 
article. It was something he said in 
an interview earlier this year. 

He spoke of “the influence of the Bible’s book of 
Genesis, which says the lord God said ‘go forth and 
multiply’ to Adam and Eve and ‘the natural world 
is there for you to dominate, you have dominion 
of the animals and plants of the world.’ That basic 

notion—that the world is there for us, 
and if it doesn’t serve our purposes it’s 
dispensable—has produced the devas-
tation of vast areas. We have assumed 
that we can build a house on it, dig it up, 
put tarmac over it; that’s Ok because it’s 
there for us.” The interview was printed 
in the February 19 issue of Nature, the 

most prestigious scientific magazine in the united 
kingdom.

The viewpoint that Sir David was paraphrasing 
was based on a highly influential paper published 
in Science, the u.S. equivalent of Nature, by uClA 
(university of California, los Angeles) historian lynn 
White in March 1967. Titled “The historical roots of 
our ecologic crisis,” White asserted that “Christian-
ity bears a huge burden of guilt” for environmental 
damage since the Middle Ages. 

Blame christianity

In his paper, White admitted that humans have 
affected nature in the communities where they lived 
throughout history. In many hunter-gatherer soci-
eties, the damage may have been relatively mild, 
but even pre-industrial humans significantly altered 
the environment through the use of fire and even 
caused the extinction of large animals, as on Medi-
terranean islands, the Great Plains of America and 
in New Zealand. 

But White’s focus was on the European West. He 
noted how modern science and technology origi-
nated in the West, and he linked that development, 
in part, to the Judeo-Christian victory over pagan-
ism—that is, since God is Creator, nature should 
not be worshiped and does not need to be feared. 
White referred to Genesis when he wrote, “Man 
named all the animals, thus establishing his domi-
nance over them. God planned all of this explicitly 
for man’s benefit and rule: no item in the physical 

creation had any purpose save to serve man’s pur-
poses. And, although man’s body is made of clay, 
he is not simply part of nature; he is made in God’s 
image.” 

White noted that in ancient times, every tree, 
spring, stream and hill had its guardian spirit. Before 
anyone cut a tree, mined a mountain or dammed 
a brook, it was important to make the spirit happy. 
However, “by destroying pagan animism, Christian-
ity made it possible to exploit nature in a mood of 
indifference to the feelings of natural objects.” Peo-
ple no longer cared about the environmental results 
of what they did, and this attitude toward nature 
has continued, argued White. Therefore, “We shall 
continue to have a worsening ecological crisis until 
we reject the Christian axiom that nature has no 
reason for existence save to serve man.”

If you come across a bird’s nest 
beside the road, either in a 

tree or on the ground and the 
mother is sitting on the young 

or on the eggs, do not take 
the mother with the young.” 

—Deuteronomy 22:6–7

In the decades since the publication of the Sci-
ence paper, hundreds of books and articles used 
White’s ideas as a focal point. His ideas can be 
seen in the popular press, in a very diverse range 
of periodicals such as Time, Horizon, The New York 
Times, The Boy Scout Handbook and The Sierra Club 

By Dennis P. Gordon

Duty of Care
What is a Christian’s responsibility 

toward the rest of creation?
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Bulletin. Eventually, American writer Wendell Berry 
observed that people assume that Christianity is 
to blame, and it is powerless to do anything about 
the problem: “The culpability of Christianity in the 
destruction of the natural world, and uselessness 
of Christianity in any effort to correct that destruc-
tion, are now established clichés of the conservation 
movement.”

Was White right? 

Since 1967, there have been numerous rebut-
tals of his controversial thesis. The most obvious is 
that ecological abuses have been done by almost 
every civilization in history, not just Christian ones. 
Humans never needed the book of Genesis to justify 
ruining their environment. Moreover, such a read-
ing of Genesis seriously misinterprets what the book 
means. 

The 1611 Authorized Version of the Bible that 
generations of Christians grew up with translates 
the grossly misunderstood verses of Genesis 1:26–
28 like this: 

“And God said, ‘let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness: and let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 
over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over eve-
ry creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.’ 

“So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created He him; male and female cre-
ated He them. And God blessed them, and God said 
unto them, “Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over 
the fish of sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
every living thing that moveth upon the earth.”

To understand this passage, we must read it in 
two ways—exegetically and christologically. That 

is, what does it mean in context, and how are we 
to understand it in light of the incarnation of God 
in Christ? Contextually, “dominion” represents the 
right to rule, in this case a transferred right, given to 
men and women. They  bear the image of God, and 
must therefore rule on behalf of God. They do not 
rule in their own right—they must reflect the attitude 
that God has toward His creation. 

And what is that? Verse 31: “And God saw 
everything that he had made, and, behold, it was 
very good.” His creation pleases Him—and He  
still owns it.

look after it—it is good

God plainly declares: “all the earth is mine” (Ex-
odus 19:5), “all the land is mine” (leviticus 22:9), 
“every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle 
upon a thousand hills…for the world is mine and 
the fullness thereof” (Psalm 50:10–12). 

That means the redwoods of California do not 
belong to the government of California, the Ama-
zonian rainforest does not belong to Brazil, and the 
oceans and fishes do not belong to the coastal na-
tions and fishers of the world. They are all God’s, 
and He likes them, and He cares about them.

This explains the command of Genesis 2:15: 
“And the lord God took the man, and put him into 
the Garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it”—
to improve it and maintain it. This is a stewardship 
role, and the principle extends beyond the Garden 
to the rest of creation. Dominion does not mean 
domination—it means royal servanthood, which 
was the way of life shown to us by Jesus. Although 
we humans have failed miserably to conform to the 
image of God, Jesus, the only true Imago Dei, was 
a perfect success.
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To the disciples He explained: “kings like to throw 
their weight around…. It’s not going to be that way 
with you. let the senior among you become like the 
junior; let the leader act the part of the servant” 
(luke 22:25–36, The Message). 

This approach to ruling people—an expression of 
the command to love fellow human beings as our-
selves—applies to the nonhuman creation as well. 
We are to help the creation, not abuse it by throw-
ing our weight around. Though we may farm and 
use animals to supply our food, for example, we 
must not treat them cruelly or cause them unneces-
sary stress (see Proverbs 12:10: “A righteous man 
cares for the needs of his animal”). 

On a larger scale, we should consider the health 
of our entire environment, and follow the example 
of the Father in keeping track of animal populations 
(Matthew 10:29) and ensuring their survival. Plant-
eating and meat-eating animals depend on their 
Creator (Psalm 104:14, 21), and so do the birds 
(Matthew 6:26). 

In one command, the Bible gives an excellent ec-
ological principle: “If you come across a bird’s nest 
beside the road, either in a tree or on the ground 
and the mother is sitting on the young or on the 
eggs, do not take the mother with the young. You 
may take the young, but be sure to let the mother 
go, so that it may go well with you” (Deuteronomy 
22:6–7). 

The law against harming a mother bird is not 
some quirky idea inserted by an eccentric bird lover. 
The idea is that the mother bird will then have a 
chance to have more baby birds. In that way the 
people will not destroy the source of life, but will be 

living in the land in a way that can be sustained for 
centuries. Humans are to live on earth in a way that 
can be sustained. We should not destroy so much 
habitat that various animals can no longer survive 
and reproduce.

This passage from Deuteronomy makes plain 
that sustainable environmental management is 
important for our own well-being—we need the 
“goods and services” our environment provides, 
too! As Time magazine recently pointed out, we are 
in danger of being the last generation to see some 
major species alive.

rooted in oUr Beliefs

lynn White was right about one thing—our atti-
tudes toward nature are rooted in our religious be-
liefs: “What people do about their ecology depends 
on what they think about themselves in relation to 
things around them. Human ecology is deeply con-
ditioned by beliefs about our nature and destiny—
that is, by religion.” 

Why is there an ecological crisis? At heart, the 
problem is sin. 

It is helpful to notice the differences between 
Genesis 1 and 2. Whereas the Bible’s first chapter 
proclaims the one true God of Israel as the power-
ful Creator of everything that is, Genesis 2 is more 
pastoral and relational. This chapter focuses on re-
lationships at three levels, with God, fellow humans, 
and the rest of creation. Then Genesis 3 shows 
how all of those relationships were fractured, with 
“thorns and thistles” being a poetic expression of 
the environmental results of a flawed relationship 

Statement on Christian Stewardship 
from the National Association of Evangelicals

We labor to protect God’s creation.

As we embrace our responsibility to care for 
God’s earth, we reaffirm the important truth that 
we worship only the Creator and not the creation. 
God gave the care of His earth and its species to 
our first parents. That responsibility has passed 
into our hands. We affirm that God-given domin-
ion is a sacred responsibility to steward the earth 
and not a license to abuse the creation of which 
we are a part. We are not the owners of creation, 
but its stewards, summoned by God to “watch over 
and care for it” (Gen. 2:15). This implies the prin-
ciple of sustainability: our uses of the Earth must 
be designed to conserve and renew the Earth rath-
er than to deplete or destroy it. 

The Bible teaches us that God is not only re-
deeming His people, but is also restoring the 
whole creation (Rom. 8:18-23). Just as we show 
our love for the Savior by reaching out to the lost, 
we believe that we show our love for the Crea-

tor by caring for His creation. Because clean air, 
pure water, and adequate resources are crucial to 
public health and civic order, government has an 
obligation to protect its citizens from the effects 
of environmental degradation. This involves the 
urgent need to relieve human suffering caused by 
bad environmental practice. Because natural sys-
tems are extremely complex, human actions can 
have unexpected side effects. We must therefore 
approach our stewardship of creation with humil-
ity and caution. 

Human beings have responsibility for creation 
in a variety of ways. We urge Christians to shape 
their personal lives in creation-friendly ways: prac-
ticing effective recycling, conserving resources, 
and experiencing the joy of contact with nature. 
We urge government to encourage fuel efficiency, 
reduce pollution, encourage sustainable use of 
natural resources, and provide for the proper care 
of wildlife and their natural habitats. F2F
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with God. God intended humanity and nature to be 
in harmony, but sin has disrupted the relationship. 

Human sin is part of the wider context of spir-
itual opposition to God. Happily, the environmental 
distress experienced by creation was resolved by the 
death and crucifixion of Jesus, but the age to come 
has not yet fully arrived. So, for now, the creation 
“waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to 
be revealed” (romans 8:19-21). But do we under-
stand the implications of our current status? 

The fact is, we Christians are already the chil-
dren of God, and although the age to come is still 
in the future, we are privileged to participate in it 
as we live and share the gospel. Since Christians 
are part of God’s solution for the planet, we should 
be setting an example of “creation care.” Thank-
fully, many Christian biologists, writers, pastors and 
churches have been and are taking this responsibil-
ity seriously. Denominational statements expressing 
a theology of the environment have been issued 
within Catholicism, Anglicanism, and Evangelical-
ism (see box on page 8). 

Since Christians  
are part of God’s 
 solution for the  

planet, we should  
be setting an exam-

ple of “creation care.”

Do an Internet search on “creation care” and you 
will see how active Christian environmental concern 
now is.

But what about the “end times”?
Some wonder, why bother with the environment? 

Doesn’t the book of revelation predict that it’s all 
going to go up in smoke anyway? And if so, aren’t 
our conservation efforts pointless? Some Christians 

seem to think so. A Baptist church in Boise, Idaho, 
prints and distributes a bumper sticker that says 
“Forget ‘Save the Earth’—What about your soul? 
The earth is going to burn, What about you?” 

revelation is a special kind of literature—apoca-
lyptic—that uses highly symbolic, exaggerated lan-
guage to communicate a theological message. The 
whole point of the book is that God will bring to 
an end the sinful, destructive ways of humanity that 
have polluted all of the Edenic relationships God 
established in Genesis 2. let us not overlook the 
warning in revelation 11:18, “the time has come…
for destroying those who destroy the earth.” 

Contrary to some popular ideas, God is not plan-
ning to destroy the earth after whisking the faithful 
out of harm’s way. Far from destroying the earth, 
God says he will transform it. It will literally be a 
heavenly earth when “God dwells with man” (rev-
elation 21:3). 

In small but positive ways, we can participate in 
that transformation in advance in the good things 
we do now and in the years ahead to be faithful 
stewards and take care of the world that God has 

created and assigned us to maintain. A balanced, 
responsible care for the creation that has been en-
trusted to us is not a waste of time. It is an important 
step in the right direction.

Dennis Gordon is a professional biologist and has  
been an ordained minister for 28 years.  
This article was reprinted with the kind permission 
 of Christian Odyssey. 
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the greeks had a word for it

Orthotomeō comes from orthos, meaning 
straight, and temnō, meaning to cut. We see or-
tho in English words such as orthodontist and 
orthodoxy; we see the root tom in words such as 
appendectomy and atom (something that suppos-
edly could not be cut).

Literally, orthotomeō means to cut straight, a 
skill needed in tentmaking and other crafts. Paul 
uses the word in 2 Timothy 2:14 as a metaphor 
for accurate work in the “word of truth.” The em-
phasis is accuracy, not surgery. Paul is not talking 
about dividing the truth, nor is he talking specifi-
cally about Scripture. Rather, he wants the gospel 

to be handled correctly, and that Timothy not be 
distracted away from its central truths. 

The word is used in other Greek literature for 
cutting a road through a forest—the emphasis is 
on making a straight path, not on cutting the for-
est in two. In the context of 2 Timothy, Frederick 
Danker suggests that the word implies to “guide 
the word of truth along a straight path (like a 
road that goes straight to its goal), without being 
turned aside by wordy debates or impious talk” 
(Greek-English Lexicon [University of Chicago 
Press, 2000], 722).  
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World events are heating 
up!” “The beast of Rev-
elation is about to burst 

onto the world scene!” Such state-
ments are typical of the buzz phras-
es Bible prophecy pundits use to get 
people excited. 

The truth is, of course, that world events have al-
ways been hot. There is always a nation planning to 

attack another nation, there have always 
been despots brutalizing their subjects, and 
freedom fighters have always harassed ar-
mies and terrorized civilians. These have 
all been going on from the dawn of civili-
zation. The only difference today is that the 
world is more crowded, with its population 
of more than six billion, and weapons exist 

today that can destroy vast numbers of people in a 
single exchange. But the “heat” of human conflict 
has always been present.

In other words, the statement “world events are 
heating up,” is designed to stir emotions, which it 
does quite well, but it actually conveys nothing new 
or meaningful about the state of the world. 

likewise, “The beast of revelation is about to 
burst onto the world scene” is an emotion-stirring 
statement. But once again, it is a meaningless one. 
The person making the statement purports to know 
something that no one else knows, namely, exactly 
who or what is the beast of revelation, and exactly 
when this who or what will make itself known to the 
world. The truth is, the person actually knows nei-
ther, and is simply making the statement to sound 
dramatic, get people excited, and palm himself or 
herself off as speaking for God, which they are not.

What does jesUs say?

Jesus could not have been plainer about people, 
believers included, knowing when He would return. 
He said, “No one knows about that day or hour, not 
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father.”

Some prophecy “experts” say they understand 
we can’t know the day nor the hour, but we can, 

they say, know the year, or the month, or the week. 
Nice try, but such reasoning only points up the hu-
man tendency to prefer the titillating over the truth. 
It reminds me of the kind of loophole-generating 
excuses my kids used to try on their mother when 
they were teenagers. But Jesus was not playing word 
games; He was saying that no one would know in 
advance of His coming.

What do the apostles say?

Paul was equally clear about no one knowing the 
timing of Jesus’ return. He wrote in 1 Thessalonians 
5:1-9: 

“Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not 
need to write to you, for you know very well that the 
day of the lord will come like a thief in the night. 
While people are saying, ‘Peace and safety,’ de-
struction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains 
on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.

Bible prophecy is not  
about puzzling through 

 world events to  
“prove” that “we are  

living in the last days.”

 But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that 
this day should surprise you like a thief. You are all 
sons of the light and sons of the day. We do 
not belong to the night or to the dark-
ness. 

“So then, let us not be like others, 
who are asleep, but let us be alert 
and self-controlled. For those 
who sleep, sleep at night, and 
those who get drunk, get 
drunk at night. But since 
we belong to the day, 
let us be self-control-
led, putting on faith 
and love as a breast-
plate, and the hope of 

By J. Michael Feazell

Photo: bigstockphoto.com
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salvation as a helmet. For God did not appoint us 
to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our 
lord Jesus Christ.”

Believers won’t be surprised by the day of the 
lord, Paul says. But the reason they won’t be sur-
prised, he tells us, is not because they know the time 
in advance—Jesus says no one will know the time in 
advance. Paul says that believers won’t be surprised 
by the day of the lord because their hearts are in 
what Jesus told them to have their hearts in. And Je-
sus did not say, “By this everyone will know you are 
my disciples, because you will be predicting the time 
of my return.” He said that everyone would know 
who His disciples are by their love for one another.

Since the dawn of civilization 
there have been warring  

nations, despots brutalizing 
their subjects, freedom fight-

ers and terrorized civilians.

But it’s so much easier to predict the end time 
than it is to love others, isn’t it? The charts, the 
timetables, the maps, the newspaper clippings, 
the assigning beast heads and horns to rulers 
and empires—now that is not only easy, it’s fun. 
(And if you’re really good at it, you can get a lot 
of gullible people to send you money to “help get 
the warning message out.”) But loving your neigh-

bor? Boring.

focUs of prophecy

What many people don’t un-
derstand is that “When?” is 

not the central point of Bible 
prophecy. The central point 

of prophecy is “Who?” 
Peter wrote: 

“Concerning this sal-
vation, the prophets, 
who spoke of the grace 
that was to come to 

you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 
trying to find out the time and circumstances to 
which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when 
he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories 
that would follow. It was revealed to them that they 
were not serving themselves but you, when they 
spoke of the things that have now been told you by 
those who have preached the gospel to you by the 
Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to 
look into these things” (1 Peter 1:10-13). What did 
the prophets speak of? The grace that would come 
to you through the sufferings, resurrection and as-

cension of Christ, Peter says. And again, what did 
the prophets speak of? “The gospel,” Peter says.

In the same way, Paul preached that the proph-
ets were pointing toward the gospel, the atoning 
work of Jesus Christ for human salvation:

“We tell you the good news: What God promised 
our fathers he has fulfilled for us, their children, by 
raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm: 
‘You are my Son; today I have become your Father.’ 
The fact that God raised Him from the dead, never 
to decay, is stated in these words: ‘I will give you the 
holy and sure blessings promised to David.’ 

“So it is stated elsewhere: ‘You will not let your 
Holy One see decay.’ For when David had served 
God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; 
he was buried with his fathers and his body decayed. 
But the one whom God raised from the dead did not 
see decay.

“Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that 
through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed 
to you. Through Him everyone who believes is justi-
fied from everything you could not be justified from 
by the law of Moses. Take care that what the proph-
ets have said does not happen to you: ‘look, you 
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scoffers, wonder and perish, for I am going to do 
something in your days that you would never be-
lieve, even if someone told you’” (Acts 13:32-42).

How were the words of the prophets fulfilled? By 
the resurrection of Jesus, Paul says. What did the 
prophets warn about? Failing to believe the gospel, 
Paul says. In verse 27, Paul said, “The people of Je-
rusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet 
in condemning Him they fulfilled the words of the 
prophets that are read every Sabbath.” 

The focal point of Bible prophecy is this: Who 
is Jesus Christ and what has He done for human 
salvation? Bible prophecy is not about puzzling 
through world events to “prove” that “we are liv-
ing in the last days” and “Jesus will return in our 

generation.” Certainly, Christians have been doing 
such puzzling for almost 2,000 years, and they have 
always, every time, without fail, been wrong. 

“But this time we know we’re in the last days,” 
someone will argue. “Just look at the signs.” 

But the Scriptures answer simply: “No you don’t, 
and the fact that you’re focused on it means that 
you are missing the point of Christian faith.”

everyone in the end time

From one perspective, every Christian who has 
ever lived has been in the “end time.” That’s be-
cause the only time any of us know is our own life-
time, and when our lifetime ends, our next moment 
is with the lord. When you think about it that way, it 
doesn’t matter whether Jesus will literally return in 
your lifetime, because you’re going to meet him the 
minute you die anyway. 

realizing that, we can be free to devote our-
selves to loving others, which includes spreading 
the gospel, instead of wasting precious time try-
ing to figure out something Jesus plainly told us we 
would not know.

What to do

What are we supposed to be doing while we 
wait for Jesus to return? We’re supposed to be lov-
ing one another and loving our neighbors. We’re 
supposed to be living and sharing the gospel. We’re 
not supposed to be obsessing over whether Jesus 
will return in this generation. So if you’re looking 
for some good, sound biblical advice, here it is: Get 
on with life, forget about your charts and timeta-
bles. They are worthless, and worse than worthless, 
because they divert your attention from what really 
matters. And in case you didn’t know it, they make 
you obnoxious rather than make you a blessing to 
those around you.Where are we now in prophecy? 

right where every Christian has always been, or 
at least should be—about our Father’s business. 

 
 
This article was reprinted with the kind permission 
 of Christian Odyssey.   

Text Speak
By Barbara Dahlgren

Dear BF (Best Friends), 
My first encounter with 

text-speak came a few 
years ago when I received an e-mail with LOL in 
it. Deciphering it like some word puzzle, I con-
cluded the meaning to be “lots of love.” I was 
wrong. It meant “laugh out loud.” Then someone 
signed a note with YBIC (your brother in Christ). 
Text-speak had entered the Christian community, 
and although I wasn’t thrilled with trying to learn 
another form of communication, I knew it was 
here to stay. 

JTLYK (Just to let you know), the younger 
generation does not consider text-speak a minor 
amusement; it’s the coded language they know, 
embrace and accept. ATM (At the moment) mil-
lions of “Baby Boomlets” are maneuvering their 
fat and bony fingers with lightning speed on tiny 
cell-phone buttons to send encrypted messages 
to VBF (very best friends) and NE1 (anyone) 
they know. You see them doing this at meetings, 
in classrooms, at the mall, and secretly under the 
table at restaurants or at home when they feign 
to be having a conversation with someone else. 
Those of us wanting to dialogue with “tweens,” 
teens or young adults may have to ease out of our 
comfort zone. 

Is it important to communicate with the young-
er generation in a language they understand? I 
guess we could take a W.C. Fields approach and 
say, “Go away kid, you bother me,” but somehow 
I don’t think that’s what Christ would do. 

Jesus had a special affection for children. Chil-
dren during His era, much like women, were to 
be seen and not heard. Yet He told his disciples 
to let the little children come to Him and even 
placed a child by His side and said, “Whoever re-
ceives this child in my name receives me…for he 
who is least among you is the greatest” (Matthew 
19:13-14; Luke 9:46-47). 

Did you know that kids will tell you something 
in a text message they would never share with you 
in person? So maybe it would be wise for all of us 
to learn a few cryptic phrases. We already know 
FYI, PBJ, and RIP. Parents might want to be fa-
miliar with key abbreviations like P911 (parent 
alert), PRT (party), PIR (parents in room), or 
POS (parents over shoulder). Trust me (TM); it’s 
not as hard as it looks.   

I send BW (best wishes) and GL (good luck) 
to those who want to venture into the world of 
text-speak. Sure your kids might LOL at your ef-
fort. Then again, if you don’t go OTT (over the 
top), they might say, “TUVM (Thank you very 
much) for caring.” Who knows? A little ILU (I 
love you) in a child’s message box from mom, 
dad, grandma or grandpa might get an ILU2 re-
sponse! YSIC, BD
This article was reprinted with the kind permission 
of Christian Odyssey. 
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I’ve performed many weddings 
using the following ceremony, 
which I wrote originally for my 

daughter and her husband several 
years ago. 

Before each wedding I’ve asked the couple get-
ting married to read through the ceremony and if 
they see anything they think could be improved or 
adjusted, to let me know. As a result, the ceremony 
now contains the unique touch of many couples.

I think it’s a lovely ceremony because it moves 
with the culture but never strays from the bedrock 
reasons for marriage.

here it is:
“Marriage is amazing. It’s the most ancient and 

revered tradition known 
to humanity, a wonder-
ful institution which has 
survived and flourished 
through the centuries, 
providing enormous hap-
piness and fulfillment for 
billions of us humans. And 
even in its rather battered 
state today, marriage still 
attracts millions of cou-
ples, eagerly seeking the 
treasures it contains.

“So what is it about 
marriage that makes it so 
appealing? Simply put, it 
is the freedom that comes from knowing you are 
loved – and will always be loved, despite your ob-
vious imperfections – for nothing more than being 
you. We crave that love as children from our par-
ents, we search for it as teenagers from our friends, 
but in marriage we find it at its best in this one in-
credible person who willingly and publicly declares 
that he or she will love you and cherish you for the 
rest of your lives together.

“And what more could we want in this human 
existence of ours? At the very roots of our being, this 
is what we were created for – to give and receive 
love – believing love can tackle and overcome every 
obstacle, every mistake and every disagreement. 
And the overwhelming evidence that this is true – 
that such love really exists – can be seen in all those 
marriages that survive and even flourish in the most 
trying of circumstances.

Brilliant designer

“Such an incredibly  successful design surely 
tells of a brilliant designer, with something wonder-
ful and inspiring in mind. But what is it? Well, the 
Bible tells that marriage was God’s idea, and He 
designed it for one very basic and simple purpose 
– to help us humans experience the kind of love He 
made possible, and the amazing sense of freedom 
His love creates.

That’s why love is so important. It opens the door 
to a freedom you may not have believed possible, 
like the freedom to be utterly real, totally transpar-
ent and even vulnerable with each other – without 
any fear of embarrassment whatsoever. It is for this 
kind of freedom that marriage was created – where 
there are no demands, no expectations, no guilt-
trips – just the overwhelming sense of relief and 
peace of mind that you are loved, no matter what.

 “That’s what marriage offers, and to help you 
experience it to the full, God will give you all the 
support you need. If you ever want to know if God 
is real and that He really cares for you, just ask Him 
for the love that’ll keep your marriage together and 
watch what happens!

“And what kind of love does God have on offer? 
It’s the kind of practical enduring love that will keep 
your relationship intact and your friendship growing, 
because it’s love that is patient and kind; it doesn’t 

bear grudges or remem-
ber wrongs; it isn’t sarcas-
tic, arrogant or accusing; 
it doesn’t get jealous or 
short-tempered – it’s the 
love that forgives, trusts 
and perseveres through 
thick and thin! That’s the 
love God offers – and it’s 
there for the asking at a 
moment’s notice for both 
of you – to enable you to 
grow closer, not further 
apart as time goes by.

life at its Best

“Hopefully then, it dawns on you at some point 
in your happily married lives – as this one dear per-
son keeps your need to be loved constantly fulfilled 
– that this is life at its best, and the way life is meant 
to be. So, on behalf of God, can I pass on His thanks 
and congratulations to you both for being so will-
ing to experience what He wants for you? And all it 
takes from now on is this: that you will be faithful to 
each other come what may – just as God is forever 
faithful to you.”

An exchange of vows then follows, followed by 
a prayer by me and then the familiar exchange of 
rings, kiss, signing forms, publicly announcing the 
couple as officially married and off they go for con-
gratulations all round.

Many people have asked me afterwards where 
I got the ceremony from. I tell them it came from 
thinking about my daughter and the people she 
would have at her wedding. They were, like her, 
young and turned off religion, but open to the 
magic of marriage. It was that magic I wanted to 
capture for their sakes, because marriage still can 
be amazing.

Reprinted with kind permision of Northern Light, Canada

By Jonathan Buck, Pastor of 
several Canadian churches

 A WEDDING CEREMONY 
FOR TODAY
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Late one night several years 
ago, my late wife Trixie and I 
were talking when we heard a 

deep guttural scream and a thud like 
a drum thrown down. 

 “What was that?” she asked apprehensively. “It 
sounded terrible.” She felt something sinister must 
have happened.

Not being as emotionally sensitive, I responded, 
“Oh, it may just be some youngsters 
in the street shouting.”

“No, it was more like a car crash-
ing.” As it remained quiet after that, 
we left it at that. Around five in the 
morning there was an urgent knock 
on our door. It was Pastor Strydom 
who rented one of the flats in the 
building through me as local letting 

agent.
“Eben come urgently. Somebody has fallen down 

off the building.”looking down from the passage 
on the first floor, I saw the pulp of a woman lying 
distorted on the tarmac. We went down and Pastor 
Strydom covered the body with a blanket. I noticed 
it was a young girl of about 18. I climbed up the 
fire escape from landing to landing until I got to the 
ninth floor. There I found a jacket and a note.

“I hate love. love only brings hurt.”
The Pastor had some commitments so I stayed 

around waiting for the police. A son of one of the 
tenants on the ninth floor came to me as I went back 
up the fire escape.“Did you know the girl?” I asked.

 “Yes, she was the girlfriend of a friend of mine. 
Around twelve, after a little party we had, he took 
her back home on his motorbike. He broke up with 
her then and left. Somehow she came back to our 
building. I imagine she walked all the way.”

Her demise was due to a disappointment in a re-
lationship and she probably felt, like so many teen-
agers, that she could not live without the guy.

It is usually the girl that is most compromised in 
the intimacy of a love relationship. 

About six months later as we sat in our lounge, 
yet another tragedy played out. This time it was a 
young man who had failed his Matric, and dreading 
what his parents might say, he felt a total failure. He 
too, jumped from the top, and I saw his body hit the 
ground and bounce up and down like a rag doll.

One of my fellow board members, a concerned 
fellow Christian who had tried to prevent him taking 
his life, was inconsolable.

“Oh Eben, I should have done more to help him. 
I failed him, and now he’s dead, and his blood is 
upon my head.” 

I took her to Pastor Stydom’s wife, who I felt 

should be able to deal with the woman’s distress.
“Maybe he is not lost,” ventured Sister Strydom. 

“Perhaps he repented and accepted Christ as he 
fell.”

“What kind of consolation is that?’ my mind 
screamed at me.

This woman had to see a psychologist, and even 
then it took some time for her to get emotionally 
straightened out.

a helpless god?

Does the salvation of an individual depend on 
whether we human beings can persuade someone 
to repent in the nick of time? Is God so helpless that 
He relies on us to prevent tragedy?

Our God says He is not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance. He 
says He takes no pleasure in the death of the wick-
ed, but that the wicked should turn from his ways 
and live (Ezekiel 18:23). Jesus said that when He 
is lifted up, He will draw all men to Himself (John 
12:32).

 revelation 20: 11-13 shows the dead stand-
ing before the great white 
throne, being judged accord-
ing to what they had done 
“as recorded in the books,” 
but nothing is said here of 
condemnation. In addition, 
the Book of life was opened. 
Could this perhaps be to make 
new entries – not to “throw 
the book” at those before the 
throne? If some people in the last 
judgement turn to Christ in faith 
when they learn for the first time 
what Jesus has done for them, would 
He turn them away?

All these Scriptures do 
not paint a picture of a 
ruthless, vengeful God, 

throwing vast hordes 
of created humanity 

into a lake of fire.

 rather, they bring to mind another picture seen 
by the prophet Ezekiel, speaking of God’s chosen 
people, Israel.

In chapter 37, we read of Ezekiel’s encounter 
with a vision of the helpless dead of past genera-

By  Eben and Hilary Jacobs

Photo: bigstockphoto.com
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tions. In the vision these people say, “Our bones are 
dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.”

God says to them: “O my people, I am going to 
open up your graves and bring you up from them. 
I will bring you back to the land of Israel… I will 
put my Spirit in you and you will live…Then you will 
know that I the lord have spoken, and I have done 
it, declares the lord.”

In his letter to the romans, Paul 
says unequivocally, “all Israel will be 
saved” (romans 11:26). A few verses 
later, he says “For God has bound all 
men over to disobedience so that He 
may have mercy on them all.”

reorient oUr thinking

regarding the last judgment, the 
late reformed theologian, Shirley C. 
Guthrie suggested we would perhaps 
do well to reorient our thinking about 
this crisis event.

“The first thought that comes to 
Christians when they think about 
the end of history ought not be anxious or vin-
dictive speculation about who will be “in” and 
go “up,” and who will be “out” and go down.” 
It ought to be the thankful and joyful thought 
that we may confidently look forward to the 
time when the will of the world’s Creator, Rec-
onciler, Saviour, and Renewer will prevail once 
and for all — when justice will triumph over in-
justice, love  over hatred and greed, peace over 
hostility, humanity over inhumanity, the king-

dom of God over the powers of darkness. The 
last judgement will come, not against but for 
the good of the world… That is the good news, 
not just for Christians, but for everyone!1” 

We can be confident that God is true to His 
word when He says “he wants everyone to come 
to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). Although His ways and 

times may often 
be invisible to 
us, we nonethe-
less trust Him to 
love the humans 
He has made.  
He will not al-
low anyone to 
slip through the 
cracks, but will 
give everyone a 
chance to choose 
life – eternal life. 
(See our article 
on universalism 
below)

And those 
two desperate young people who couldn’t take any 
more of this cruel, evil world and plunged to their 
deaths? Jesus died for them too.  They too have a 
Saviour who will “wipe every tear from their eyes. 
There will be no more death or mourning or cry-
ing or pain, for the old order of things has passed 
away” (revelation 21:4).

1. Shirley C. Guthrie, Christian Doctrine, Revised Edition (Westminster/
John Knox Press: Louisville, Kentucky, 1994) p. 387

Universalism
Some people argue that repentance toward God and 

faith in Jesus Christ are really not necessary for salvation, 
because, they say, in the end all souls will be saved by God’s 
grace anyway, including all humans, all angels and even all 
demons. 

What a person believes, what a person does, or how a 
person lives, makes no difference – salvation for everyone is 
already determined and certain. Such a belief is called uni-
versalism. Certainly, the grace of God is very wide. We’re 
told in 1 John 2:2, speaking of Jesus: “He is the atoning sac-
rifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins 
of the whole world.” (NIV)

And Colossians 1:19-20 says, “For God was pleased 
to have all His fullness dwell in Him, and through Him to 
reconcile to Himself all things, whether things on earth or 
things in heaven, by making peace through His blood, shed 
on the cross.” (NIV)

That tells us that everyone, without exception, is includ-
ed in Christ’s atoning work and is reconciled to God through 

Christ’s blood. And yet, Paul also wrote in Romans 1:16: “I 
am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God 
for the salvation of everyone who believes:…”

In Christ, God has already finished His saving work for 
humanity, adopted humanity as His beloved children in 
Christ, and raised humanity with Christ, seating everyone 
with Him in the heavenly realms. And yet, to take part in 
that fellowship with God we have to believe it and embrace 
it. We have to trust the giver of the gift.

Contrary to universalism, the Bible teaches that there is 
salvation only in Jesus Christ. In Christ, God has done eve-
rything necessary for every human to be saved, but all who 
remain hostile to God remain unsaved by their own choice. 

Salvation is fellowship with God, a right relationship with 
God. Those who refuse God’s love and fellowship are refus-
ing salvation. And He will not allow hostile, destructive peo-
ple, to whom His love means nothing, to spoil His Kingdom 
for everyone else. In Jesus Christ, God has already made us 
his beloved children. He will never give up on us. He will 
never let us go. That is why He wants us to accept His good 
gift and hold it close, to turn to Him and trust Him and en-
ter into eternal loving fellowship with Him and our fellow 
humans. 

Salvation is free, but it’s not automatic. Just turn to Him 
and trust Him. It’s that easy.

By Joseph Tkach
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What would you do if you 
knew you were going to 
die? How much worse 

would it be, if you not only knew 
when, but how and by whose hands 
it would take place? 

What if the people that wanted to kill you pro-
fessed to be your friends? Would you be able to look 

them in the eye day by day? Would you 
be able to function like a normal person 
with this dark cloud hanging over your 
head? 

For most of us, this would be an or-
deal too great to bear. The fear of what 
was to come would weigh down so heav-
ily on us that we would be incapable of 

leading normal lives. Yet, this was the role that God 
had called Jesus to fulfill. 

Jesus knew that there was a price on His head, 
and even which of His friends would ultimately be-
tray Him. No one would have blamed Christ for be-
ing sombre, solemn and distant. No one who knew 
the truth, would have blamed Him if He was angry 
or sad. If He turned to alcohol or drugs, it would be 
understandable, because none of us would be able 
to suffer through that ordeal. 

But was Jesus this sad, sol-
emn individual who was sent 
on some bizarre suicide mis-

sion, concocted by His Father 
for a bunch of humans who 

did not deserve God’s mercy, 
or was He something else? 

I remember growing up, trying to imagine what 
Christ was like, and seeing these classic pictures of a 
Saviour who looked sad and depressed. In my mind 
He had no smile… in my mind He did not want to 
be here…He did not want to die for my sins. But is 
this the truth?  

a great forgery 

In 1514, an unknown author published a docu-
ment in Venice, Italy, that claimed to be a descrip-
tion of Jesus. This description was based on the writ-
ings of Publius lentulus and was called, “The Epistle 
of lentulus to the roman Senate.” 

Apparently Publius lentulus was a roman procu-
rator who was in charge of Judea either before or 
after Pontius Pilate. records of the lentulus family 
being prominent in the ancient roman Empire have 
shown that that at least one member was governor 
of the province of Syria, 60 years before Christ, but 
no record ever proved that Publius lentulus actually 
existed.  

Even so, this forgery was widely distributed 
throughout Europe and has even survived down to 
our time. In 1878 the New York Times ran an article 
debunking this fraudulent epistle. 

Sherwoord E Wirt, author of the book “Jesus Man 
of Joy1,”  details the English translation as follows 
on page 34:   

“He is a tall man, well shaped and of an ami-
able and revered aspect, his hair is of a color that 
can hardly be matched, falling into graceful curls 
. . . parted on the crown of his head, running as a 
stream to the front after the fashion of the Naza-
renes; his forehead high, large and imposing; his 
cheeks without spot or wrinkle, beautiful with a 
lovely red; his nose and mouth formed with exqui-
site symmetry; his beard, of a color suitable to his 
hair, reaching below his chin and parted in the mid-
dle like a fork; his eyes bright blue, clear and serene 
. . .” The last paragraph reads, “No man has seen 
him laugh.” 

The Epistle of lentulus was probably responsible 

WILL THE REAL JESUS  
PLEASE STAND UP!

The Jesus Publius Lentulis described

By Shaun de Greeff
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for inspiring the paintings which depict Jesus as a 
very holy/solemn character, but what did the real 
Jesus look like? 

There is no description given in the Bible for Je-
sus’ physical characteristics, but there is plenty of 
evidence to support His character.  

jesUs Was a man of joy  

The Bible depicts Jesus as caring, loving, gen-
erous and compassionate person who was not too 
holy to go to celebrations and often mingled with 
people, who according to the religious leaders, were 
not too savoury.  He was happy to be in His skin. 

In Hebrews 12:2 we read “…looking to Jesus the 
Author and Finisher of our faith, who for the joy that 
was set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and sat down at the right of the throne of 
God.” (kJV)

For the Joy set before Him…what joy? Surely 
there was nothing joyful about suffering on the 
cross, and yet there it is the Bible!  

You see, Jesus was so happy that He could finally 
free us from the death sentence that sin brought on 
us, that He gladly gave His life for us.  In the old 
days, before epidurals and pain killers, women 
gladly went through a painful childbirth so that 
they could give life to their children. Just like that, 
Jesus gladly gave His life, so we could have eter-
nal life. 

This joy was so infectious that Jesus drew peo-
ple to Him from all walks of life. From prostitutes 
to drunkards and tax collectors to lepers, govern-
ment officials and religious leaders - they all lis-
tened to Christ. 

Christ was 100% human. He laughed and 
cried, He showed righteous anger when people 
misused His Father’s house as a place of business. 
And through all this He loved, like no human ever 
has before and ever will after Him. 

he did not let fear affect his 
relationships 

So when Jesus looked 
into the face of Judas, 
He was not angry, 
because He un-
derstood that 

these things had to happen so He could save us. 
When they beat Him and whipped Him, it hurt terri-
bly, but He endured. Even His last words proved that 
we were on His mind when He said “Father forgive 
them for that know not what they do.” 

In John 15:11 we read: “These words I have spo-
ken to you that My joy may remain in you, and that 
your joy may be full.” 

These days when I think of Jesus, He is smiling 
and happy. I see Him as someone who wants to be 
part of my life and genuinely cares what happens to 
me, and I now realise that He endured it all for the 
joy set before Him… the joy of saving my life. 

1Jesus Man of Joy: author - Sherwood E. Writ, published by Harvest 
House Publishers.

WILL THE REAL JESUS  
PLEASE STAND UP!

WAS THIS WHAT JESUS LOOKED LIKE, 
ALWAYS SAD AND SOLEMN?

OR WAS HE A HAPPY, LOVING AND CAR-
ING PERSON THAT HAD TREMENDOUS JOY
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In the summer of 1969 the news 
was literally out of this world. 
Though we have always been 

space travelers—our planet logs mil-
lions of miles every day—the landing 
of Apollo 11 on the moon was truly a 
turning point.

Pictures of our sparkling blue planet suspended 
above a bleak lunar surface underscored an already 
growing sense of the fragility of “Spaceship Earth” in 
the vast cosmos. The first Earth Day quickly followed 
on April 22, 1970. 

Canadian thinker Marshall Mcluhan called for 
a new commitment to environmental responsibil-
ity, observing that “on Spaceship Earth there are no 
passengers; everybody is a member of the crew. We 
have moved into an age in which everybody’s activi-
ties affect everybody else.”

Books such as The Limits to Growth, Small Is 
Beautiful and If You Love This Planet helped birth the 
phrase “quality of life.” The anti-nuclear movement, 
the New Age movement, micro-circuitry and science 
fiction were all given a boost by the Apollo 11 im-
ages of human beings investigating the lunar dust. 

But something even more fundamental to the 
quality of life was on the mind of Apollo 11 crew 
member Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin that unforgettable July 
20, 1969. 

What is man?

Earlier, in December 1968, the crew of Apollo 8 
had drawn legal fire from atheist groups for read-
ing from Genesis 1 while they orbited the moon on 
Christmas Eve. Broadcasting a reading from a reli-
gious book during a government-sponsored space 
mission seemed to some Americans to compromise 
the separation of religion and state. To avoid more 
legal problems over the issue, NASA asked the 
Apollo 11 crew not to recite any scriptures. (On a 
humorous note, one judge eventually threw out a 
legal challenge filed against Apollo 8 by claiming 
that the event “was out of his jurisdiction.”)

An Episcopalian, Buzz Aldrin had somehow 
wedged into his stowage pouch a plastic bag. In it 
were a small flask of wine, a chalice and some wa-
fers. About 5:57 p.m. Houston time, he set the ele-
ments on the fold-down guidance-computer table. 
He spoke into his microphone: “This is the lM [lunar 
Module] pilot speaking. I’d like to take this oppor-
tunity to ask every person listening in to pause for a 

moment and contemplate the events of the past few 
hours, and to give thanks in his or her own way.”

Aldrin’s way of giving thanks was to gently pour 
the wine into the chalice. He then recited—silently, 
as NASA had requested—John 15:5, “I am the vine; 
you are the branches…. Without me you can do 
nothing.” Taking Communion on the moon!

Back to god

This remarkable story is relayed in Andrew 
Chaikin’s history, A Man on the Moon: The Voyage 
of the Apollo Astronauts. Back on earth, Aldrin’s wife 
Joan marveled—Buzz had not forgotten the deep-
er significance of what was happening on July 20, 
1969. On his return to earth, Aldrin reflected aloud 
on the meaning of Psalm 8:3-4, words written some 
2,800 years earlier by another gazer into the starry 
night: “When I consider your heavens, the work of 
your fingers, the moon and the stars, what you have 
set in place, what is man that you are mindful of 
him, the son of man that you care for him?”

Ironically, humanity’s most stunning technologi-
cal feat took some of its key participants back—if 
only for a few moments—to their own humble place 
in the cosmos. As the apostle Paul told a group of 
advanced thinkers back in Athens, Greece, in the 
first century, God is not far from every one of us 
(Acts 17:27). 

The world has all but forgotten Buzz Aldrin’s call 
to thanksgiving and his Communion service, stand-
ing as they do in the shadow of Neil Armstrong’s 
famous words, “That’s one small step for a man, 
one giant leap for mankind.” But that humble ac-
knowledgment from space of our dependence on 
the Creator of all things and our union with Jesus 
Christ speaks to the quality of human life in ways 
that will forever transcend even our most amazing 
technological achievements.

This article was reprinted with the kind permission 
of Christian Odyssey. 

A message the 
WORLD forgot

Forty years ago, two men 
landed on the moon. One 

of them spoke  unforgetta-
ble words. The other did 

something equally 
momentous.

F2F

By Neil Earle

Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin in the Lunar Module
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So, this guy- well, more like I - 
was watching this DVD called 
Nooma made by a guy called 

Rob Bell and was stunned by what 
he had to say.

 He starts off talking about the story in Mark 6 
where Jesus is walking on the water and, seeing 
this, Peter also wants to do the same. upon hear-
ing Peter’s request, Jesus does not turn him away 
or laugh it off as a silly wish from a mere human 
(let’s not forget that Jesus is God). No, he believes 
in Peter. 

He believes in Peter so much that, right there and 
then, He tells Peter to come out of the boat and walk 
to Him. No beginners guide to walking on water, 
not even a hint of advice about the best way to go 
about it. 

In my opinion, it would have been nice, if I were 
in Peter’s shoes, to have had at least a hint or two 
about what to and what not to do when walking on 
water— even if it was as small as, “take off your 

shoes and socks.” Just because you’re walking on 
water does not change the fact that it is still wet.” 
But, back to the point: 

Jesus truly believes that Peter can do this thing. 
He really, really believes that Peter can be just like 
Him. 

Now, here is the really amazing thing about this: 
Jesus believes the same about you and me. 

Jesus believes that we can 
be just like Him. He be-

lieves that nothing He did 
is too great for us to do.

 We can do anything God wants us to. Paul says, 
“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me (Philippians 4:13). Even Jesus admitted He could 
do nothing of Himself.

When I heard this it blew my mind. It still blows 
my mind. I guess I’ve never really believed, truly be-
lieved in my heart, that being like Jesus is an obtain-
able possibility in this life. Yet, it is the very thing that 
every believer is called to. 

In Galatians 4:19, the Apostle Paul speaks about 
labouring to see Christ fully established in the hearts 
of every member of that Church. And not only is be-
ing like Jesus possible, the fact that Jesus believes 
that each and every one of us can do so means that 

we are actually, “condemned 
to succeed.” 

With Jesus, success is the 
only option. Failure is not 
even a question any longer. 

Why? Because at the end 
of the day, Jesus wins. It does 
not matter where we come 
from, who we are, what we’ve 
done in the past. 

It does not matter if we are 
loud or quiet, shy or shame-
less, mediocre, compulsive, 
over-achieving, frightened, 
forgotten or fired up. All that 
matters is the “yes!” in our 
hearts. The “yes” that re-
sponds to Jesus’ belief in us.

There was once a God 
who stood beside the Sea 
of Galilee. He looked at the 
simple fisherman casting a 
net into the lake, and said, 
“Come! Come follow me and 

I will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 4:18,19). 
If He could change the world with a few simple fish-
ermen, (or twelve), just think what He could with 
ordinary people like you and I. 

Youth talk

COME FOLLOW ME
By Kambani Romano 
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There is an advertisement 
I’ve seen a few times on TV 
or at the movies. It shows a 

man walking, climbing and crawl-
ing amongst thousands of books. All 
around are mountains of books. 

He takes one here and looks at it. Takes an-
other one there and flips through it. The ad initially 
grabbed my attention because I love books. I don’t 
just enjoy reading books, I like touching them, flip-

ping though them and I even love the 
smell of them, especially those big old 
ones. I can’t walk past a bookstore with-
out going into it and browsing through a 
few books, not to mention a book sale. 
It is amazing what you can learn from 
reading good books. Through books, I 
have travelled 

to distant lands and far 
away galaxies. I have met 
many interesting people, 
some kings and queens, 
others ordinary folk like 
you and me. I have learnt 
how things work and how 
to improve myself. I have 
even travelled through 
time. All from the comfort 
of my couch and at no 
major cost.

only one Book?

This advertisement I was talking about earlier, 
the one with the man looking at all of those books, 
really got me thinking because while he is looking 
at the books he asks the question, “If you could 
give your child only one book to read, what would 
it be?” The obvious idea is which book would you 
give them to read that would influence their lives 
the most? Which book would best help them and 
prepare them for their journey through life? Quite 
an interesting thought, don’t you think? In fact, we 
can even bring it closer to home by asking, “If you 

had only one book to read, what would it be?” Now 
let’s be honest, there are millions of books that have 
been written over the known history of humankind 
covering every conceivable subject plus a few more. 
Where do you even begin in coming to a decision 
of which book to choose? I mean, no one person 
even knows all the books that have been written, 
let alone what they contain. There have been many 
best-sellers, with a number of them selling over a 
million copies each. Just go into any book store and 
you will see a shelf displaying the top 10 best-sell-
ers. Come back again in a month or two and the top 
10 best-sellers would have changed. To make things 
even worse, today’s “best-seller” is tomorrow’s 
“bargain buy”. Try to think which book caused the 
most excitement and was a “must read” ten years 
ago? Try to remember which book it was last year?

May I make a suggestion? There is one book that 
is totally unique and has set numerous records. It is 
known as the “Bible”. For a moment just consider all 

of these statistics concern-
ing the Bible.

controversial 
sUBjects

It was written over a 
time span of approximate-
ly 1 500 years. It was writ-
ten by more than 40 au-
thors, from diverse walks 
of life. The authors include 
kings, prime ministers of 
governments, fishermen, 
a medical doctor, peas-
ants, a tent-maker, poets, 

scholars, military generals and teachers. It was writ-
ten during times of war and times of peace, on three 
different continents (Asia, Africa and Europe). It was 
written in three languages. Namely, Hebrew, Ara-
maic (the common language of the Near East until 
the time of Alexander the Great – 6 to 4BC) and in 
Greek (the international language in the first cen-
tury). It was written in different places. Moses in the 
wilderness, Jeremiah in a dungeon, Paul in prison, 
Daniel in a palace, luke while travelling and John 
while in exile on the Isle of Patmos.

By Johannes Maree

If there is only one book you will ever read, which would it be?
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The authors wrote on hundreds of controversial 
subjects, yet with amazing harmony and continuity 
from beginning to end. Think about it for a minute 
- so many authors with different backgrounds, ide-
as and living in totally different eras separated by 
hundreds of years. Yet, agreeing when writing on 
the same controversial subjects and complimenting 
each other beautifully. There is one unfolding story 
that runs like a golden thread through the entire Bi-
ble: “God’s love for and redemption of humankind.” 

There are more amazing facts about this won-
derful book. 

The Bible  has now been 
the number one best-sell-
er nearly every single year 

for more than 500 years

 It was one of the first major books to be trans-
lated (The Septuagint – Translation of the Old Tes-
tament from Hebrew into Greek, around 250BC). 
It was the first book to be printed using moveable 
print type – the latin Vulgate on Gutenberg’s print-
ing press (1452 - 1455). It was therefore also the 
first printed book to be mass produced. 

The Bible has been read by more people and 
published in more languages than any other book 
ever. By 1966, the entire Bible or parts thereof had 
been translated into 1 280 languages. By 2008, the 
number of translations had risen to approximately 4 
516 languages or dialects. Every day in the uSA 168 
000 Bibles are bought, sold or given away as gifts. 
It has been the number one best-seller nearly every 
single year for more than 500 years, from the first 
printing by Gutenberg until now. 

a feW tips on reading the BiBle

•	 There	 are	 many	 different	 translations,	 so	
try initially reading a good modern translation with 
easy language usage such as the NIV (New Interna-
tional Version), rSV (revised Standard Version), or 
NASV (New American Standard Version). However, 
when it comes to pure beauty and poetry of lan-
guage, few can compare to the most popular Bible 
version, the old kJV (king James Version) translated 
in 1611. There is also a modern NkJV (New king 
James Version). 
•	 Be	careful	of	paraphrase	Bibles.	There	are	

many around and some are good for general read-
ing, but stick to a proper translation once you start 
with serious Bible Study.
•	 Don’t	simply	start	reading	the	Bible	for	the	

first time just from cover to cover. It isn’t written like 
a normal story book. rather start by reading a bit 
in the New Testament gospels (Mathew, Mark, luke 
and John and then onwards), and read a bit in the 
Old Testament (starting from Genesis). Also read 
books such as Psalms and Proverbs in between. 

Finally, a few more interesting facts about this 
fascinating book. It is one of the most, if not the 
most, valuable books ever printed. Gutenberg’s 
latin Vulgate Bible sells for over uS$100 000. The 
russians sold an early hand-written copy of the Bi-
ble (The Codex Sinaiticus) to the English for uS$510 
000. It was the first religious book taken into outer 
space and quoted in space by astronauts. “In the 
beginning God created the heavens and the earth” 
(Genesis 1:1).

If I had only one book to read, it would certainly 
be the Bible.

In future articles we will look at how the Bible was put together 
as well as discuss questions about its authority and accuracy. 
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In this letter, Paul gives final exhortations to Tim-
othy, encouraging him to be a faithful worker in the 
word of truth. The work will be difficult, but it will be 
worth it.

strengthened By grace (verses 1-7)

Paul exhorts Timothy: you then, my son, be 
strong in the grace that is in christ jesus. 
“Strong in grace” could have several meanings: 1) 
to be confident in God’s grace toward humanity, 2) 
to emphasize grace in preaching, or 3) emboldened 

by God’s grace, to be confident in all of 
life.

Paul knows that he is going to die, and 
Timothy will die, too. So Paul wants him 
to train some replacements, to create an 
expanding network of teachers: and the 
things you have heard me say in the 
presence of many witnesses entrust 

to reliable men who will also be qualified to 
teach others. 

If God’s church had a founda-
tion stone, what would be in-

scribed on it? Paul says it would 
have a promise, and a warning. 

This is a good principle for ministry today.
Timothy will encounter problems, persecution, 

and sometimes even boredom. Timothy needs to be 
mentally prepared for the challenges. So Paul re-
minds him that he needs to be committed: endure 
hardship with us like a good soldier of christ 
jesus. Timothy is not alone—he is enduring it “with 
us.” And he is not working for himself—he is work-
ing for Christ.

no one serving as a soldier gets involved 
in civilian affairs—he wants to please his com-
manding officer. It’s Ok to be involved in secular 
affairs—Paul sometimes worked as a tentmaker—
but Timothy should not be entangled in the secular 
world, looking there for his sense of self-worth. He 
is primarily a servant of Jesus, and he should seek to 
please Jesus, even if he has a secular job.

Paul moves to another metaphor: similarly, if 
anyone competes as an athlete, he does not 
receive the victor’s crown unless he competes 
according to the rules. Paul hints at a “victor’s 

crown” for Timothy, when the work is done the way 
his commander wants it done.

A third metaphor: the hardworking farmer 
should be the first to receive a share of the 
crops. Paul again hints that Timothy will receive 
something in return. 

Paul was not the first to use soldiers, athletes 
and farmers as examples of diligence—various 
Greek writers used the same three metaphors. Paul 
uses this trio to point out that gospel work involves 
toughness, focus, obedience and hard work. He 
concludes by inviting Timothy to see himself in these 
metaphors: reflect on what i am saying, for the 
lord will give you insight into all this. 

the gospel (verses 8-13)

Paul now moves to another topic, and a differ-
ent style. He begins with a pithy saying: remember 
jesus christ, raised from the dead, descended 
from david. this is my gospel… It’s about Jesus, 
summarized here by His resurrection and His role as 
Messiah in the line of David. 

Paul sometimes gave more prominence to the 
crucifixion, but as he sat on death row, the resurrec-
tion might well grow in importance. And Jesus’ Da-
vidic role may be what got Paul into the most legal 
trouble: he was proclaiming that Christ was king.

It is the gospel for which i am suffering even 
to the point of being chained like a criminal. But 
ironically, god’s word is not chained. The work is 
still being done, because Paul gave the message to 
reliable workers who could teach many more. 

therefore i endure everything for the sake 
of the elect, that they too may obtain the salva-
tion that is in christ jesus, with eternal glory. 
Why should Timothy work hard and risk persecu-
tion? Earlier, Paul hinted at a reward. Here, he 
emphasizes the results it has for other people—he 
wants others to become aware of and grasp the sal-
vation that is (already) in Christ. That is something 
he can feel good about forever: the reward is intrin-
sic to the work.

Paul includes another summary of the message—
this one has rhythm to make it easier to remember. 
here is a trustworthy saying: if we died with 
him (and we did), we will also live with him; if 
we endure, we will also reign with him (another 
hint of reward).

And what happens with the opposite extreme? 
if we disown him, he will also disown us. if we 
are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he 
cannot disown himself. In the first three pairs, we 
are like Christ. In the fourth, Paul breaks the par-

Work Hard for the Lord
BiBlE studY

By Michael Morrison
A study of 2 Timothy 2

J u l y / A u g u s t  2 0 0 9  | F a c e  t o  F a c e  M a g a z i n e2 2



allelism: If there is any failure in the process, it is 
because we have rejected our Savior. If we follow 
Him, we will get what we want: eternal glory. If we 
reject Him, we will also get what we want: He will 
let us leave. His desire for us continues; the question 
is, whether we will continue to desire Him.

good Work (verses 14-19)

In another change of style and topic, Paul be-
gins to warn Timothy that some doctrinal discus-
sions are a waste of time: keep reminding them 
of these things—of the central truths of the gos-
pel. Warn them before god against quarreling 
about words; it is of no value, and only ruins 
those who listen. What words were people argu-
ing about? We do not know. 

In contrast to fruitless arguments, Paul advises 
Timothy to do your best to present yourself to 
god as one approved, a workman who does 
not need to be ashamed and who correctly 
handles the word of truth. Timothy needs to work 
with the gospel correctly, with no regrets when he 
presents himself to God. 

The context, in the verse before and the verse 
after, is not people who refuse to work, but peo-
ple who use the truth in a crooked way. They distort 
it, argue about irrelevant concepts, or go on and 
on without ever getting anywhere. So Paul advises, 
if you don’t want to be embarrassed, then avoid 
godless chatter, because those who indulge in 
it will become more and more ungodly. Don’t 
waste your time with pointless discussions.

If we give them “equal time,” their teaching 
will spread like gangrene. And then Paul gives a 
specific example: among them are hymenaeus 
and philetus, who have wandered away from 
the truth. they say that the resurrection has al-
ready taken place, and they destroy the faith 
of some. 

We are not sure how those two men got that 
idea. Maybe they took Paul’s idea that we are raised 
with Christ, to conclude that we already have all 
that God has to offer. That idea would not be very 
attractive to an apostle on death row! They probably 
thought their idea was the most important teaching 
in the church, but Paul says it was a waste of time, 
and it had caused some people reject Christianity. 

Even though some people lead others astray, 
nevertheless, god’s solid foundation stands 
firm, sealed with this inscription: “the lord 
knows those who are his,” and, “everyone who 
confesses the name of the lord must turn away 
from wickedness.” The Greco-roman world had 
many buildings with inscriptions. 

If God’s church had a foundation stone, what 
would be inscribed on it? Paul says it would have a 
promise, and a warning. God will be faithful to his 
people, and his people need to stay away from sin. 
If we want the results of righteousness, we need to 
do what is righteous. We need to be faithful to our 
commanding officer.

a noBle instrUment (verses 20-26)

Paul turns from the building, to objects inside the 
building: in a large house there are articles not 
only of gold and silver, but also of wood and 
clay; some are for noble purposes and some 
for ignoble. Some are fine dinnerware; others are 
good for scraping mud off your boots. Some are or-
nate decorations, and others are chamber pots.

But what is Paul’s point in this analogy? if a man 
cleanses himself from the latter, he will be an 
instrument for noble purposes, made holy, use-
ful to the master and prepared to do any good 
work. There’s a good way to live, and a bad way. If 
we want the results of righteousness, then we need 
to put wrong ways out of our lives. So Paul advises 
Timothy to flee the evil desires of youth, and 
pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, 
along with those who call on the lord out of a 
pure heart. All of us who follow Christ should love 
these virtues.

And then Paul returns for a third blast against 
fruitless disagreements: don’t have anything to 
do with foolish and stupid arguments, because 
you know they produce quarrels. Some people 
may try to divert your attention toward their favorite 
topic of disputation, but don’t take the bait.

the lord’s servant must not quarrel; in-
stead, he must be kind to everyone, able to 
teach, not resentful. Just teach the truth; don’t get 
involved in personal attacks (which were common in 
the ancient world; there was intense competition for 
status and honor, often at the cost of insulting and 
tearing down possible competitors). 

Paul explains how to deal with enemies: those 
who oppose him he must gently instruct, in 
the hope that god will grant them repentance 
leading them to a knowledge of the truth, and 
that they will come to their senses and escape 
from the trap of the devil, who has taken them 
captive to do his will. They have a distorted view 
of reality, and they unwittingly serve the devil’s pur-
poses. But we do not condemn—we hope for the 
best, praying that God will eventually help them see 
the truth.

When personal resentment rises up within us, we 
need to respond not only with prayer for our op-
ponent, but also prayer for ourselves, that we too 
might escape the trap of the devil.

This article was reprinted with the kind permission 
 of Christian Odyssey. 
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renewal often begins by testing the 
wind: discerning where God is al-
ready at work and becoming willing 
co-laborers with him (2 Cor. 6:1).

howard snyder, 
 signs of the spirit

Here’s what often happens: Some-
body comes along who has a fresh 
perspective on the Christian faith. 
People are inspired. A movement 
starts. Faith that was stale and dy-
ing is now alive. But then the pioneer 
of the movement—the painter—dies 
and the followers stop exploring. They 
mistakenly assume that their leader’s 
words were the last ones on the sub-
ject, and they freeze their leader’s 
words. They forget that as that innova-
tor was doing his or her part to move 
things along, that person was merely 
taking part in the discussion that will 
go on forever. And so in their commit-
ment to what so-and-so said and did, 
they end up freezing the faith.

timothy keller,  
the reason for god:  

Belief in an age of skepticism 

Certainly, mankind without Christian-
ity conjures up a dismal prospect. The 
record of mankind with Christianity is 
daunting enough, as we have seen. 
The dynamism it has unleashed has 
brought massacre and torture, intoler-
ance and destructive pride on a huge 
scale, for there is a cruel and pitiless 
nature in man which is sometimes 
impervious to Christian restraints and 
encouragements. But without these 
restraints, bereft of these encour-
agements, how much more horrific 
the history of these last 2,000 years 
must have been! Christianity has not 
made man secure or happy or even 
dignified. But it supplies a hope. It is 
a civilizing agent. It helps to cage the 
beast. It offers glimpses of real free-
dom, intimations of a calm and rea-

sonable existence. 

Even as we see it, distorted by the 
ravages of humanity, it is not without 
beauty. In the last generation, with 
public Christianity in headlong re-
treat, we have caught our first, distant 
view of a de-Christianized world, and 
it is not encouraging. 

paul johnson,  
a history of christianity

God does not deal with sin by ridding 
our lives of it as if it were a germ, or 
mice in the attic. God does not deal 
with sin by amputation as if it were a 
gangrenous leg, leaving us crippled, 
holiness on a crutch. God deals with 
sin by forgiving us, and when he for-
gives us there is more of us, not less.

eugene petersen,  
tell it slant 

ring the bells that still can ring, 
Forget your perfect offering, 
There’s a crack in everything, 
That’s how the light gets in. 

leonard cohen,  
anthem

hmmm...


