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Be as I am
Imitate God? You’re not  
serious...are you? 16

WHEN DOUBT SETS IN 
 
Do you ever feel as if  
goD has forgotton  
about you?

MISS NOT GOOD ENOUGH  
 
ever feel like every  
boDy else’s life is  
better than yours?



Editorial

F2F

By Tim Maguire

one of the main battles facing most of us in 
modern society is coping with the rat race. What a 
battle to fit in everything that we must do in our day 
or week! and it appears that this race just keeps on 
speeding up and we keep on getting busier. Does it 
sound familiar? 

as we battle to fit in our various worldly com-
mitments and assigning priorities to them,  spiritual 
activities, like prayer, bible study, church attend-
ance, etc., come as an afterthought. We fit these 
in, after we have assigned priorities to our worldly 
commitments. even though we do have good in-

tentions with our spiritual commitments 
these are usually the first to be compro-
mised when time is tight. this leaves us 
with feelings of guilt and of letting god 
down. 

but god knows we are fickle, or 
“changeable in our loyalties,” as the 
oxford Dictionary defines it. our ulti-

mate commitment to god is sound but our daily/ 
weekly loyalties are where the problem lies. some-
where along the line though, if we persist in ne-
glecting the daily/weekly commitments, we put our 
ultimate commitment in danger. the real battle of 
the rat race for us should be to fit in our spiritual 
commitments. yes, we are fickle but what are we 
doing about it?

the cold turkey solution to cope spiritually with 
the modern rat race is to set your spiritual priorities 
and stick with them at all cost. good for you if you 
can do this and keep it up. i have found it a more 

practical solu-
tion to be flex-
ible and to use 
all the small 
o p p o r t u n i -
ties that one 
is presented 
with during the 
course of the 
day. for exam-
ple,  cultivate a 
habit of being 
in a prayerful 
attitude and 
d i s p o s i t i o n 
throughout the 
day. you can pray in the inner sanctuary and privacy 
of your heart and mind throughout the day, while 
commuting to work or while vacuuming the carpet. 
these can be short, intermittent prayers without a 
formal structure. Many a time we feel that we are 
disrespectful towards god if we do not present him 
with a formal prayer under the “correct” circum-
stances. the main issue is not to neglect intimacy 
with god. let us use all the available opportunities.

Certain activities, like church attendance, do not 
present us with flexibility. here it is an issue of stay-
ing with the priority. other activities like prayer and 
meditation do present us with options.

let us work smart and not allow our intimacy 
with god to be eroded by the rat race.     

COPING WITH THE RAT RACE
D a w i d  L a b u s c h a g n e

it’s an amazing time of year! here in the south-
ern hemisphere winter is a thing of the past, spring 
has sprung and the evidence is all around us. new 
life is apparent as trees blossom, the grass turns 
from dry brown to luscious green and the sweet fra-
grance of fresh beginnings fill the air. 

Just like our lives, and often our Christian walk 
isn’t it? sometimes in the cold grip of the reality of 
life we wonder where god is in it all, and our hu-
man nature takes over and doubts set in.  in this 
issue we look at some of these concerns. even as 

we walk through the dark valleys of life 
we can be sure that god is with us and 
will never desert us, (When doubts set 
in and Gimme a break)  and our confi-
dence should be in him (Miss not good 
enough). and no matter what our age, 
background, ethnicity or gender, if we 
live his way we reap the benefits (A 21st 
century teenager chooses life) confident 

that this way is the only way to be truly happy.

if only we would open our eyes and look more 
closely at his creation we would see his footprints 
and design all around us (Submarines with fish fins). 

take a close look at even a simple blossom; ponder 
the bee as he works to pollinate it, causing fruit to 
develop. use a bit of simple logic and see the de-
sign in it all (In Him we live and move and have our 
being). in rom 1:20 we are told “for since the crea-
tion of the world his invisible attributes—his eternal 
power and divine nature—have been understood 
and observed by what he made, so that people are 
without excuse.” (isv).

and on this walk, if we stay focused on him (Fix-
ing our hope) and strive to be more like him, (Imi-
tate God) and don’t fall for satan’s misrepresenta-
tion, (Lies and counterfeits) we will come to realise 
the incredible love he has for us (Father’s Love) as 
he leads out, to rest again in warm, green pastures. 

the good news is that we have been given a 
sneak preview of how the drama ends. satan’s plans 
are thwarted and we spend eternity in relationship 
- face to face- with the loving god who made it all 
possible!

May god bless, comfort and strengthen you as 
you continue in his dance of life. F2F
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Ever have a bad day? I mean 
one of those really bad days 
that last for months or even 

years? What makes it even more dif-
ficult is that you are trying to follow 
Jesus and do things right. 

for years you have been struggling with work, 
yet everywhere you look dishonest people’s busi-
nesses are flourishing. you are committed to doing 
things god’s way, yet your marriage is still falling 

apart. 
We understand that just because we 

are Christians doesn’t mean we won’t 
face hardships. Jesus made that very 
clear to us. yet, still we pray and things 
don’t get better. We read the bible to see 
if we’ve missed something and things 
don’t get better. then sooner or later the 

inevitable happens – we ask that ominous question, 
“is god really out there?” the question comes in 
different forms, such as “Why won’t god answer my 
prayers?” or “Why isn’t god helping me get out of 
this hole?” 

A DEVOTED SERVANT

today i would like us to look at the story of John 
the baptist, which will hopefully give some encour-
agement. because, let’s face it, it’s bad enough 
feeling down and out, but these questions that keep 
bouncing around in our heads start to make us feel 
guilty and even cause us to question our faith. 

We read about John the baptist in the new tes-
tament (Mathew, Mark, luke and John). all paint a 
picture of a devoted servant of god. he was bold 
and knew exactly what his calling in life was. thou-
sands of people had come to hear him preach and 
be baptised by him. even Jesus said that of those 
born of women there is no one greater than John 
(luke 7:28). What a compliment! 

then John has a “bad day”. he gets thrown into 
prison. Maybe he initially thinks, “a little suffering is 
not too bad. Jesus knows i’m in here and he will get 
me out”. but dark, dingy and cold prisons are not 
pleasant. i have this mental picture of day in and 

day out John sitting on the hard, cold floor chained 
to the wall. his body aches, he is full of sores from 
rats gnawing on him at night as he tries to sleep and 
his mind runs wild. every now and then his disciples 
are able to see him and bring news of Jesus’ activi-
ties. the things that Jesus is doing are amazing! but 
for John the days drag on and the cold lonely nights 
are even worse. and still Jesus does not come to 
free him from this literal hell-hole. 

and then doubt sets in. yes, believe it or not even 
John the baptist doubted. he sends two of his dis-
ciples to specifically ask Jesus, “are you the one 
who was to come, or should we expect another?” 
that’s right! read it for yourself in luke 7:18-20. 
John starts to doubt. things are not going accord-
ing to how he had imagined. it might be difficult 
for those of us who are sitting comfortably without 
a care in the world to understand why John would 
doubt. but  those people who are struggling and are 
mentally and physically finished -  those people who 
are not just down and out, but broken too, they can 
relate fully. 

DID JESUS kNOW?

Do you think Jesus knew John was in prison? 
yes, he did - even before John’s disciples came to 
speak to him (Matthew 4:12). obviously, Jesus knew 
about John’s predicament, yet his answer is very in-
teresting. he doesn’t answer the question directly. i 
think we would all prefer direct, quick answers from 
Jesus. yet, maybe Jesus is saying to John that deep 
down you know the answer to your question. 

Instead of giving a quick 
straight forward answer,  

Jesus tells John’s disciples to 
see what He, Jesus is doing.

but Jesus is loving and kind. he does not rebuke 
John or tell him that he should have more faith. 

instead of giving a quick, straightforward answer 
Jesus tells John’s disciples to see what he, Jesus, is 
doing and then go report back to John. to go tell 

WHEN DOUBT

By Johannes Maree

SETS IN
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John that “the blind receive sight, the lame walk, 
those who have leprosy are cured … and the good 
news is preached to the poor” (luke 7:22). ever 
read this story and thought to yourself, “What kind 
of answer is that?”. but Jesus’ answer is very deep. 
Just a few quick thoughts on what he was really 
saying. firstly, who else can perform such miracles 
except “the one?” secondly, “of course i love you 
and am concerned for you John. Just like these 
poor, suffering people here that i am helping”. 

i think Jesus is telling us that when we are go-
ing through the dark valley of death and he does 
not seem to be near. that we need to remember 
back to all the times he has helped us and draw 
strength from those times. furthermore, that when 
Jesus seems nowhere to be found in our lives, to 
look for his presence in other people’s lives and 
draw strength from that too. 

i have read psalm 23 so many times, yet the 
other day for the first time, something stuck in my 
brain. you know how the psalm goes, “though i 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, i 
will fear no evil for thou art with me, thy rod and 
thy staff they comfort me!” During those tough, 
dark times grab hold of 
that promise and don’t 
let it go. Don’t let any-
one take it from your 
grip. but here is what i 
realised the other day 
for the first time. the 
psalm says that god will 
be with you in that dark 
valley. it does not say 
he will take you out of 
it, but that he will walk 
through it with you. 
there are times that 
Jesus will miraculously 
rescue us from difficulty, 
but there are also times 
that he will allow us to 
walk through them. 

Jesus never came 
to free John the bap-
tist from prison as he 
would later free peter 
the apostle. there is an-
other amazing gem ly-
ing in Jesus’ seemingly 
strange answer to John. 
Jesus was also quoting 
from the writings of the prophet isaiah. i’m sure 
John the baptist knew his scriptures well enough 
to recognise this. Jesus’ quotes come from isaiah 
29:18,19 & 35:5,6 & 61:1,2. i would like to en-
courage you to read all three of these chapters. 
they are not just talking about ancient israel, but 
what they say also applies to you and me. beauti-
ful words such as “once more the humble will re-
joice” (isaiah.29:19). “…the redeemed will return 
… gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow 
and sighing will flee away” (isaiah.35:9-10). “…

to comfort all who mourn, and provide for those 
who grieve … to bestow on them a crown of beau-
ty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning” (isaiah.61:2-3).

shortly after World War ii, king george vi of 
britain gave a Christmas eve address. it was a 
difficult time for millions who had lived and lost 
through those horrific times. it was also a particu-
larly difficult time for the king who, unknown to the 
people, was dying of cancer. With all of this in the 
back of his mind, his closing remarks were:

“i said to the gate of the year, ‘give me a light 
that i may walk safely into the unknown’. he said 
to me, ‘go out into the darkness and put your hand 
in the hand of god, and it shall be to you better 
than the light and safer than the known’”.

THE FOOTPRINTS OF JESUS

the other day i was talking to somebody who 
for the last few years has being going through 
some very hard times and the end is still nowhere 
in sight. i mentioned that well known poem “foot-
prints in the sand”. the one which says that when 

there was only one 
set of prints in the 
sand it was because 
Jesus was carrying 
you. “yes”, he said to 
me, “i see only one 
set of footprints in the 
sand, but i think they 
are mine.” it might 
be easy to say, but i’ll 
say it anyway – don’t 
allow doubt to linger 
and grow. know that 
you know, that you 
know, that Jesus is 
the only one who has 
the power to keep 
a promise – and his 
promise is that he will 
always be with you 
and will never leave 
you. i pray for that 
day when my friend 
has peace in his life 
again and goes down 
to the beach to exam-
ine those footprints 
more closely. that 

kneeling down he sees, maybe for the first time, 
that they truly were not his own but those of Jesus. 

i strongly believe that John went to his untimely 
and unfair death firmly believing in Jesus as his 
saviour and having taken courage in Jesus’ an-
swer. bad days are still bad and times of sorrow 
and doubt are still real and painful. but whatever 
you do, hold tight onto Jesus and his promises and 
never let go. 

for this too shall pass. F2F
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It’s been a bad morning. One of 
those mornings where every-
thing goes wrong. 

it started first crack out of the bag when i discov-
ered my husband finished off the granola. he alter-
nates between three different cereals, but i eat only 
the granola. now i had no cereal for my breakfast. 
grrrr… Did i mention i’m not a morning person?

i head out on my morning errands. i spy a decent 
parking spot and circle around to come in from the 
right direction. i politely pause for an idiot in a lit-
tle bitty car, only to have that same idiot whip into 
my parking spot. incredulous, i watch a bright-pink-
sweater-clad gal jump out of her car and run into 
the store, completely oblivious to me sitting right 
there with my indicator on. now come on! a person 
can’t possibly be that blind, so it’s just plain rude! 
ugh!

finally inside the store, i briskly walk the five 
acres of aisles to gather the four items i need. i can 
tell i’m not in a good mood. My face hurts and i 
realize my brow is so furrowed it’s cramping. i tell 
myself to relax, drop my shoulders and take a deep 
breath. My purse strap falls off my shoulder, hits my 
forearm and i drop a pack of batteries and a box of 
granola. at least it wasn’t something breakable. i’m 
trying to look on the bright side.

i pick a checkout line. it doesn’t matter which 
one. they’ll all be slow. i try the deep breath again. 
Without dropping my shoulder this time. bored, i 
read the ridiculous headlines on the magazine rack. 
then i catch a flash of pink behind me. surely not! i 
steal a look. yep, it’s the parking spot thief. unchris-
tian thoughts start going through my mind. how can 
i slow this line down even more? ask for a price 
check? Change my mind on what i’m purchasing? 
try to use my library card instead of a credit card? 
Dump out my purse and count out all the loose 
change rattling around in the bottom of it? i’d look 
like an idiot…but somehow it’d be worth it. i scold 
myself for the thoughts and tell myself to let it go. 
besides, she’s totally clueless that she’s a thief.

back home, i clean the receipts out of my wallet. 
one well-worn scrap of paper gets put back into my 
wallet. Why do i even bother? i look at the hand-
written iou, tempted once again to just throw it 

away. i really did trust my coworker to pay me back. 
We even laughed when he gave me the piece of pa-
per as our “contract.” but i have to assume it’s long 
forgotten on his part. it’s not a big deal, is it? Just 
a small breach of trust, isn’t it? i really should just 
throw it away. but it hurts. i tuck it back in my wallet.

Where have you been today? 
I’ve been on the short end 

of the stick all morning. 

My computer screen flashes the headline news. 
same old stuff. Corporate corruption, government 
spending, indictments, severe weather... my head 
hurts…

god.Where have you been today? i’ve been on 
the short end of the stick all morning. it’s just not 
fair! i pull my weight. i work hard. i pay my taxes 
and my tithes. i try to be polite. i’m a good person! 
Why the injustice? frustrated, i click on my online 
daily devotional. luke 6:35-37. “i tell you, love your 
enemies. help and give without expecting a return. 
you’ll never - i promise - regret it. live out this god-
created identity the way our father lives toward us, 
generously and graciously, even when we’re at our 
worst. our father is kind; you be kind. Don’t pick on 
people, jump on their failures, criticize their faults—
unless, of course, you want the same treatment” 
(the Message).

i wonder. have i ever eaten the last of god’s 
granola? stolen his parking spot? owe him a 
debt? Duh! he’s given me everything! everything i 
don’t deserve. and not given me what i do deserve! 
Where’s the justice in that? it’s not fair, thank god! 

“god, i’m so sorry. forgive me? again? thank 
you so much for your mercy. for your grace. for 
your love. i’m no different from those around me. 
thank you for loving them too.” What a relief.

if you’ll excuse me, i have a scrap of paper to 
throw away. then i think i’ll enjoy a bowl of granola 
out on the patio...

reprinted with kind permission of Christian odyssey

Give me  
a break!

By Sue Berger
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Some people believe that the 
complex world that we live 
in, all came about by chance. 

God’s creation however is infinitely 
complex. This article illustrates how 
something as “simple” as a fish’s 
fin, is nothing  short of an engineer-
ing wonder.

navigating the world’s deep oceans and seas, 
propeller-driven submarines can generally handle 
straight-line travel quite well. (that’s providing their 
propellers don’t become entangled in cables or 
stray mooring ropes, etc.1)

however, getting such craft to manoeuvre safely 
in closer proximity to the seabed’s undulations and 
crags is quite a different matter. but it’s no problem 
for fish – as researchers at the Massachusetts in-
stitute of technology (Mit) have noted. inspired by 
the staggeringly efficient swimming motion of the 
bluegill sunfish, Mit engineers are striving to build 
a mechanical fin that could one day propel robotic 
submarines.2,3

Engineers want their under-
water survey vehicles to be 

able to do what fish can do.

the submarines, also known as “autonomous 
underwater vehicles” (auvs), would be used for a 
variety of functions, from mapping the ocean floor 
and surveying shipwrecks, to military  purposes such 
as minesweeping and inspecting harbours. little 
wonder then, that the submarine engineers are so 
eager to mimic the action of the bluegill sunfish.

“if we could produce auvs that could hover and 
turn and store energy and do all the things a fish 
does, they’ll be much better than the remotely oper-
ated vehicles we have now,” said James tangorra, 
one of the project researchers. according to Mit 
news, he and the other researchers chose to copy 
the bluegill sunfish “because of its distinctive swim-
ming motion, which results in a constant forward 
thrust with no backward drag. in contrast, a human 
performing the breaststroke inevitably experiences 
drag during the recovery phase of the stroke.”

however, it’s no simple matter to copy the 
sunfish’s fin motion.4. the researchers have bro-

ken down its fin movement into no fewer than 19 
components, in an attempt to identify which ones 
are critical to achieving the fish’s powerful forward 
thrust. it would greatly simplify the researchers’ task 
if they didn’t have to mimic all of the sunfish’s fin 
movements. as James tangorra explained: “We 
want to figure out what parts are important for pro-
pulsion and copy those.”

Writing in the bioinspiration & biomimetics jour-
nal of their progress to date, the team reported the 
testing of a mechanical fin made of a thin, flexible 
polymer that conducts electricity. When an electric 
current is made to run across the base of the artifi-
cial fin, the fin sweeps forward, similar to a sunfish 
fin. by strategically changing the direction of the 
electric current, the mechanical fin can be induced 
to curl forward at the upper and lower edges. how-
ever, the researchers acknowledge that it has been 
a challenge to make the fin sweep and curl at the 
same time. placing Mylar strips along the artificial 
fins to restrict movement to the desired direction 
certainly helped, but the team is still looking for al-
ternative solutions that work better.

the researchers also hope to study other aspects 
of the sunfish’s movement, such as how the fish’s 
different fins interact with each other and with the 
fish’s body. they want to know how all the various 
movements are coordinated such that overall move-
ment and manoeuvring of the fish is achieved so 
smoothly. that information will no doubt help the 
engineers to adapt “natures principles” to the de-
sign of the robotic submarines.

and just who is responsible for those design 
principles that the researchers are so keen to copy? 
none other than the Master engineer of course, the 
one who looked at the fish fins he had made (along 
with everything else) and declared them “very good 
(genesis 1:31) a description with which human en-
gineers would surely have to agree.

this article was reprinted with kind permission of Creation 
magazine (www.creation.com)  
 
references and notes
1.bbC news rescuers battle to free sub crew, <news.bbc.co.uk/1/
hi/world/europe/4127586.stm>, 7 august 2005
2.trafton, a., Mit team building robotic fin for submarines, Mit news, 
<web.mit.edu/newsoffice/2007/robofin-0730.html> 30 July 2007
3.tangorra, J., et al., the application of conducting polymers to a biorobotic 
fin propulsor, bioinspiration & biomimetics 2 (2):s6-s17, June 2007; on-
line pdf at www.iop.org/eJ/article/1748-3190/2/2/s02/bb7_2_s02.pdf
4.as the researchers explained in their research paper (ref.2): “the 
sunfish pectoral fin moves in a complex manner that is not eas-
ily described using traditional rowing or flapping kinematics.”
David Catchpoole, b.ag.sc.(hons.), ph.D. 
Dr. Catchpoole has worked as a plant physiologist and science edu-
cator, specializing in tropical agriculture and horticulture. he works 
full-time for Creation Ministries international in australia

SUBMARINES WITH 
 FISH FINS?

By David Catchpoole
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A few weeks ago I watched a 
powerful movie about intel-
lectual discrimination. Ex-

pelled – no intelligence required, 
was the kind of investigative movie 
which leaves you wondering if you 
live in what has been known for dec-
ades as the free world.

 it has to do with the systematic elim-
ination of professors and other person-
nel at the most prominent universities 
in england and the united states. and 
why? because they dare to suggest that 
there may be some possibility of intel-
ligent Design in the universe. 

these teachers are not necessar-
ily Christians. some are, but many would describe 
themselves as agnostic. they simply feel that intel-
ligent intervention should at least be included in the 
list of possibilities to fill the inexpiicable gap in the 
theory of evelution. 

in the final scene, the investigator (actor ben 
stein) gets to have an interview with richard 
Dawkins, the self-confessed opponent of all reli-
gion. he asks him: “What would you say if one day 
you came face to face with god?” 

Without hesitation, Dawkins replies: “i should 
say, ‘sir, why did you take such pains to hide your-
self?’

”but there was a time when god didn’t hide 
himself – he walked and talked in a beautiful gar-
den with the first man he created. he gave the 
man instructions about taking care of the garden, 
what could and could not be eaten, and then an 
opportunity to use his imagination in naming all the 
animals. finally he presented him with a beautiful 
wife who would be a suitable companion. “be fruit-
ful and increase in number,” said god. “rule over 
the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over 
every living creature…”(genesis 1:28). it was all so 
good!

A CURSED PLANET

but then it all changed. adam and eve decided 
to see for themselves what would happen if they 
ate the forbidden fruit. they found out very quickly. 
suddenly their minds were changed and they be-
came aware of their nakedness. later that day, god 
walked in the garden looking for them, even calling 
“where are you?” but they hid from god! yes, man 
was the first to hide, not god.  the consequences 
were nothing less than earth-shattering. from now 
on man would be barred from the tree of life – left 
to fend for himself on a cursed planet. and god 
was true to his word. adam and eve surely did die, 
just as he promised, though hundreds of years later, 
and after they had many children. god still planned 
to bring many sons and daughters to salvation. 

at a later stage, while evil and violence abound-
ed, there was one righteous man – noah - who 
stayed in touch with god, and “found favour in the 
eyes of the lord” (genesis 6:8). We are not told 
whether noah hired any help in building the ark, 
but certainly anyone watching this state-of- the- art 
vessel taking shape, must have wondered what it 
was all about. and noah would have told them. but 
his warnings fell on deaf ears. Who was hiding, who 
refused to hear - man or god?

A CALLED OUT PEOPLE

later a man named abram heard the voice of 
god, calling him out from the land of his fathers. 
through faith and obedience he finally became the 
father of the nation israel. god renamed him abra-
ham – or - father of the faithful.  but even he “hid” 
from god when he lied to pharaoh about sarai, 
passing her off as his sister.  

Jacob “hid” from his father isaac when he dis-
guised himself as his brother esau, and stole the 
birthright. but he was really hiding from god. Did 
he think god wasn’t watching when he lied and 
schemed? 

Human beings cannot look at the 
brilliance of God any more than 
they can look directly at the sun 

without damaging their eyes.

A GOD WHO 
HIDES HIMSELF

By Hilary Jacobs
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god spoke directly to Moses “face to face as a 
man speaks to his friend” (exodus 33:11 nkJv). Mo-
ses had  such an intimate relationship with god that 
he asked, “please show me your glory.”  but god re-
plied, “you cannot see my face, for no man shall see 
Me and live. here is a place by Me, and you shall 
stand on the rock…i will put you in the cleft of the 
rock and will cover you with My hand while i pass 
by. then i will take away My hand and you shall 
see My back; but My face shall not be seen (exodus 
33: 20-23). physical human beings cannot look at 
the brilliance of god any more than they can look 
directly at the sun without damaging their eyes. but 
god continued to speak through Moses.

Much later, saul the first king of israel, literally 
“hid himself among the baggage,” when he was 
to be anointed by samuel (1 samuel 10:22). god 
had to pull him out of his hiding place so he could 
be anointed king of israel. Did he think god didn’t 
know where he was?

king David of israel asked “Why, 
o lord, do you stand far off? Why 
do you hide yourself in times of 
trouble?” (psalm 10:1). in verse 32 
he yearns for god’s presence and 
deliverance: “arise lord! lift up your 
hand, o god. Do not forget the 
helpless.”

 the prophet isaiah, who himself 
was a faithful messenger of god  
cried out, “truly, you are a god who 
hides himself, o god and saviour 
of israel.” (isaiah 45:15).

When things go wrong don’t we 
sometimes want to ask god where 
he is? Does he really see our problems and pre-
dicaments? Do we wonder if he’s really there, or 
if he has turned his back on us, or worse still, is 
he punishing us? yes, like every servant of god, we 
experience times when he seems absent. but even 
when we fail, god knows the end from the begin-
ning, and he has a plan for man’s salvation.

GOD’S PERSONAL APPEARANCE

still god didn’t give up on humanity. he ap-
peared in the most amazing way – literally becom-
ing one of us! the prophets foretold his coming, 
the angels sang when he was born, but those who 
should have received him with joy disbelieved and 
rejected him. they chose to hide from him rather 
than come to him with their heavy burdens. he 
would have given them rest, but they refused.

Jesus said “anyone who has seen me has seen 
the father” (John 14:9). the only way we can actu-
ally see god is in Jesus Christ, since he was human 
like us. Why should this be? Well here’s an anal-
ogy which really makes sense. it explains why man, 
with his limited dimensions, cannot see an unlim-
ited god.

“if a man should want to talk to ants, he might 
stand over an anthill and harangue for a whole day, 
and not one word would reach the ears of the ants. 
they would run to and fro utterly unconscious of his 

presence.  as far as we know, ants have no faculties 
by which they can receive human communications. 
but if that man could incarnate himself in the body 
of an ant and could go about among them, living 
an ant’s life and speaking ants’ language, he would 
make himself intelligible to them at once.1

Jesus’ very name, emmanuel, means “god with 
us.” he urged his followers to “seek, and you shall 
find, knock and it shall be opened unto you” (Mat-
thew 7:7). 

but the best is yet to come. the next time Je-
sus Christ appears, “all flesh will see it together”  
(isaiah 40:5). he even promised that the dead 
would hear his voice. (John 5:28). because we have 
all, in our own way, hidden from god, we do not see 
him as he is. “now we see but a poor reflection as 
in a mirror; then we shall see face to face” (1 Cor-
inthians 13:12).

A GOD HE CANNOT WORSHIP?

but these scriptures are 
available to all – richard 
Dawkins included. Why has 
he, and others who think 
like him, not found god?

at the conclusion of the 
movie, he gives some rea-
sons why he cannot worship 
the god of the bible, who 
he sees as vengeful, jeal-
ous, cruel and unforgiving. 
but there are none so blind 
as those who won’t see. the 
amazing order of the crea-
tion if nothing else, simply 

begs for a Creator or Designer.  but rather than seek 
god and ask for understanding, such people have 
chosen to deny his existence. then they search des-
perately to find some reason to explain the universe 
without a Creator.

the apostle John saw a wonderful vision in 
god’s final revelation about humanity’s destiny. 
“and i heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“now the dwelling of god is with men, and he will 
live with them. they will be his people and god 
himself will be with them and be their god” (rev-
elation 21:3)

What an awesome future we have in store for 
us – fellowship with the true god who created eve-
rything we see! Can we even begin to imagine it?

no doubt there will be many who will want to 
ask god why he went to so much trouble to hide 
himself. and the answer will be that it is we who hid 
from god, not the other way round. 

god says “every knee shall bow” before him, 
even the most knowledgeable of men, and it is then 
that they will at last realize that he was there all 
time. they just refused to see him. 

1. the god of  all Comfort by hannah Wh-
itall smith. Moody press 1956, pg.22

F2F
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There is a certain state of mind 
which many people in this 
world struggle with and suf-

fer from. 
let’s imagine that this is a person who has 

wormed her way into many aspects of your life  she 
is quite cunning and manipulative and thrives on 
secrecy – but we are going to shed some light on 
her - and hopefully get rid of her - because god 
promised that the truth shall set us free (John 8:31-
32).

her name is Miss Not Good Enough. how does 
she operate? she has quite a few tricks up her 
sleeve. she constantly reminds you of past negative 
experiences.

Maybe you were always chosen last for the team 
games in pt class at school or never invited to the 
cool parties. perhaps, in spite of your best efforts, 
you did not get good enough marks to go to univer-
sity. she might convince you that you are divorced 
because you were not a good enough spouse. and 
if you were neglected, abandoned or abused as a 
child, she made you believe for all these years it was 
because you were not good enough to be loved.

SHE MASTERFULLY USES COMPARISONS

your kids are not as well behaved as your friend’s. 
your figure just does not look like amore vitone’s 
after two babies, so how can your husband still pos-
sibly think you are cute with all those extra dimples? 
and when you are reading a magazine, she bom-
bards you with comments on what you should wear 
or own to be acceptable. even the ministry you are 
involved in is not as successful as someone else’s.

she is also very good at rewriting messages in 
your head in a split second. for example, your boss 
says he would like you to make a couple of changes 
to a report before he hands it in. What you hear, is 
that it is the worst report he has ever seen.

SHE USES NEGATIVE SELF TALk

you look at last night’s dirty dishes and say “i 
am not a good housewife.” you see your friend in a 
pretty dress and say, “i am too fat.” or you see an 

ad for your dream job and say, “i don’t have what it 
takes. i shouldn’t even bother to try.”

Self esteem is what we be-
lieve about ourselves regard-
ing our worth and abilities.

this good-enough-or-not business is called self 
esteem. self esteem is what we believe about our-
selves regarding our worth and abilities. these be-
liefs are stored in the subconscious mind and have 
great impact on our actions, attitudes and the choic-
es we make in life. the subconscious cannot distin-
guish between fact and fiction and does not have a 
sense of humour. for example, if you believe that 
you cannot make fluffy puff pastry because your 
mom once told you your hand was too heavy when 
you tried to help – and she had a bad day – then 
you will not be able to do it properly or might never 
even try. if you believe you are not pretty you will 
not think it is cute when your husband lovingly calls 
you his piglet.

THE EFFECTS SHE HAS ON US

she steals our joy, because we become so afraid 
we will make a mistake that we will not enjoy any-
thing we are doing. she steals our confidence. per-
haps we would like to get involved in a ministry of 
some kind, but she makes us believe we don’t have 
what it takes. she interferes in our relationships. 
When we feel bad about ourselves, we tend to be 
grumpy. We misinterpret what others say, are overly 
critical towards others and tend to engage in gos-
sip. she even hinders our relationship with god, be-
cause she makes us believe that we have to be good 
enough before we can be loved by him.

it is stated that the subconscious contributes 90% 
and the conscious mind 10% to the decisions we 
make. that is why it is so hard to understand why a 
child who was abused often marries an abuser and 
stays in that relationship despite the abuse. how-
ever, they mostly know it is not right and that there 
are other people who are happily married, and they 

MISS 
NOT
GOOD
ENOUGH 
By Chrisna Labuschagne

Especially 
for the ladies
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have good points and talents, but in the subcon-
scious they believe that they are worthless and will 
never make it on their own.

so how do we put a stop to the influence of Miss 
Not Good Enough in our lives?

1. bring her out of the dark corner of the sub-
conscious by recognizing her presence in your life. 
talk to others, even a therapist (if) necessary.

2. allow healing in your life by forgiving those 
who played a role in the forming of these false be-
liefs. forgiveness is a topic on its own, but it is not 
saying that things are ok or not 
so bad – it is letting go of the 
need for revenge. this is not 
something you can do in your 
own strength but through the 
grace and power of the spirit of 
god.

WHAT DOES GOD SAY?

paul writes in romans 12:3: 
“for by the grace given me i 
say to every one of you: Do not 
think of yourself more highly 
than you ought, but rather 
think of yourself with sober 
judgment, in accordance with 
the measure of faith god has given you.” a poor – 
or inaccurate self image robs us of the energy and 
power of attention to relate to others because we 
become absorbed with our own inadequacies.

to change a poor self esteem to a healthy one, 
there are a few things we can do to delete the lies 
and rewrite the beliefs in the subconscious:

1. Make time to be alone and think about 
 your dreams, hopes and plans

2. have a conversation with yourself about  
 your feelings. allow yourself to have   
 feelings without judgment. Maybe   
 keep a diary.

3. Celebrate achievements. Do things you 
 enjoy and encourage yourself.  be kind to 
 yourself. Don’t compare yourself with   
 others.

4. get procrastination under control. take  
 control of your life through planning

5. set small goals that are realistic and 
 achievable for each day and write them  
 down

stop listening to Miss Not Good Enough and start 
listening to god 

god wants us to understand what we are worth 
in his eyes and not the eyes of the world. “for god 
did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of pow-
er, of love and of self discipline.” (2 timothy 1:7)

We are all wonderfully made in his image and 
regarded as good enough to be god’s representa-

tives on earth, regardless 
of perceived inadequacies 
like intelligence, person-
ality , education and sta-
tus. god’s love and saving 
grace is a gift to us, not 
something we have to be 
good enough to earn. “but 
god demonstrates his own 
love for us in this: while we 
were still sinners, Christ 
died for us” (romans 5:8).

god’s word teaches us 
that each of us has dif-
ferent gifts and each was 
made to function as a dif-

ferent part of his body (romans 12: 4-6). one is 
not regarded as more important than the other. We 
should therefore not compare ourselves to others, 
but strive to serve god according to the purpose for 
which he created us. 

god does not expect us to do things in our 
own power. philippians 4:13 illustrates the kind of 
self talk god wants us to use: “i can do all things 
through Christ who gives me strength.”

in human nature we tend to look to other peo-
ple’s opinions, praise or criticism as determining 
factors in how we think or feel about ourselves. this 
way we become slaves to the opinions of others and 
are not free to be ourselves and what god has in-
tended us to be.

as Christians we need to derive our sense of self 
worth from our union and our co-identification with 
Christ, his gifts and provision in our lives and know-
ing that he has a will and a purpose for each be-
liever. F2F
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My name is Jessica. I am 
seventeen years old and I 
am a virgin.

My peers always ask why premarital sex is wrong. 
although i have always believed that it is wrong, 
and there are many scriptures that support my be-
lief in this regard, i could never really understand 
why god forbids it.  so i prayed about it and did a 
little research on the topic. i would like to share my 
findings with you.

CREATED BY GOD

sex was created by god and is meant to be only 
within marriage. sex between a husband and wife is 
the deepest, most intimate form of communication 
and giving. When properly expressed it draws them 
closer and helps them to form that lifelong bond of 
becoming one. but outside of marriage, it has just 
the opposite effect, often separating those who are 
using it to draw closer to each other. according to 
reliable research, couples who get involved in pre-
marital sex are less likely to marry each other than 
if they stay virgins.

it is true that physical love is a lot easier (and 
more fun) to express, but it often replaces the more 
difficult but essential elements so necessary to build 
a real and lasting relationship. elements such as 
honest communication, devoted friendship, sharing 
of fears, hopes, expectations, the ability to become 
transparent, and vulnerable. sadly these building 
blocks are just passed over for the easier, more self 
gratifying “roll in the hay,” and as a result, the deep-
er bonds are never built.

then there is the matter of trust – the very cor-
nerstone of a lasting relationship While sex helps to 

bind and seal trust in a marriage, it can cause tre-
mendous doubt and suspicion among the unmar-
ried. “if he or she did it with me, what is there to 
stop him or her doing it with others?”

then there is the spiritual side of things. if a 
Christian couple is seriously considering a deeper 
relationship, it is a must that they also grow and 
develop on a spiritual level. but if they’re having sex 
and know god disapproves…i mean, let’s face it…
their chances of growing together spiritually won’t 
be so hot.

1 Corinthians 6:18-20 tells us: “flee sexual im-
morality. every sin that a man does is outside the 
body, but he who commits sexual immorality, sins 
against his own body…” 

PLEASURE IN SIN

We would all like to be spared the hurt and pain 
that comes from sex outside of marriage, and there 
is indeed pleasure in sin. it might taste very sweet, 
but only for a season. there is a song that goes: “it 
can’t be wrong when it feels so right…” But it can be 
wrong even when it feels right.

bill Myers, in his book Hot Topics, Tough Ques-
tions (bethany house publishers 1987) has the fol-
lowing to say: “somehow, some way, holding off sex 
until we’re married is for our own good.”

 HERE ARE A FEW REASONS WHY:

1. Pregnancy: 
Many of the girls at my school fall pregnant. i 

have to ask myself what these girls and their unborn 
children’s’ lives will look like in the future. broken 
homes, single parents, children who most probably 
will not know their fathers! broken children – a bro-
ken society with no moral values.

Youth talk

A 21st Century 
Teenager 
Chooses Life
By Jessica Rabe
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2. Disease: 
there are more than 25 types of sexually trans-

mitted  diseases. some have no cure. others can 
maim, kill, and leave you unable to have children.

3. Your relationship with God:
sin eats away at your relationship with god. We 

can pray until we have blisters on our knees, but 
we’ll always feel alone and cut off from god until 
we stop sinning and change our ways.

4. Your relationship with your future mate:
those who get into sex before they get married 

often have a difficult time enjoying sex once they do 
get married. this is because they have built a bar-
rier which prevents them giving themselves entirely 
to their mate. this is a type of protection to ensure 
emotional survival from times past when there was 
the unspoken fear of whether he or she would really 
be there the next morning, the next week, the next 
year. this mental pattern may take many years to 
break. then there is the matter of comparison. Am 
I really as good as he or she had in the past? that 
most intimate time of affection and communion is 
ruined by the “comparison factor.” 

sex outside of marriage robs us on every front – 
physically, emotionally and spiritually.

the apostle paul describes satan as someone 
who disguises himself as an angel of light. his lies 
take various forms such as believing that sex outside 
of marriage will not harm you and others, and that 
this is somehow acceptable behaviour before a holy 
and righteous god, for whatever reason you might 
have to offer. but we can discern the difference be-
tween truth and error when we test them against 
what is found in the Word of god.  and his spirit 
testifies with our spirit, so that we know when we do 
wrong. We are without excuse.

NO FUN?

We need to flee from the temptations of youth. 
the one who waits and lingers will fall into sin, but 
the one who runs will have satan flee from him. We 
need to remove ourselves from tempting situations 
– and not be fooled into thinking we can cope with 
them. but people today do not seek their Creator or 
his ways. hollywood absolutely supports sex outside 
of marriage, and will therefore portray it as honour-
able, glorious, romantic and even heroic. it’s better 
not to watch movies with deceptive story lines. they 
influence us whether we recognize it or not.

perhaps you might think at this point that there 
is no fun in living a pure life? this is not the case, 
as i can testify. i know that i can give my body one 
day, in purity and true love to my husband on my 
wedding day – and i look forward to that. you have 
nothing to lose and everything to gain in doing what 
is honourable and right in the sight of god.

the most important piece of armour you have 
against this destructive sin is to commit yourself and 
your life to god. seek him throughout the day. it is 
really the only way!

What if you have already crossed the line? god 
makes it clear that if we confess and return to him, 
he is faithful and just to forgive our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness (John 1:9). he 
will allow you to know joy and peace again. though 
sin always carries scars, you can have this assur-
ance: he will remove your sins as far as the east 
from the West. there is no sin too big or to small for 
him to forgive. 

begin a new day today – and live for him!

Catch youthtalk on the internet. visit www.youthworx.co.za
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Jean Paul Sartre is arguably 
the best known philosopher of 
the 20th century and also one 

of the best known atheists. Born in 
1905, he became a world renowned 
philosopher, dramatist, novelist and 
critic.

sartre became a pro-
ponent of existentialism, a 
philosophical movement that 
searches for the meaning of 
human existence.  sartre be-
lieved that a god does not 
exist, and that there are no 
binding principles. he there-
fore concluded that human 
beings are free to act as they 
choose.

his existentialist mindset 
is clearly reflected in the ti-
tles of his best known works, 
namely Nausea, (1938) and 

Being and Nothingness, (1943). atheism 
was foundational to his particular style 
of existential philosophy.

a little over a month before he died, 
sartre declared that he so strongly re-
sisted feelings of despair that he would 
say to himself, “ i know i shall die in 
hope”, but then in profound sadness he 

would add, “…but hope needs a foundation” (em-
phasis added).

Without a solid foundation, hope remains merely 
wishful thinking.

People can survive the 

loss of almost anything, 

but not without hope.

people cannot live without hope. throughout 
history people have endured the loss of many dearly 
held things. they have lost their health, their pos-
sessions, and their loved ones and yet they have 
endured. there are people who have faced Job-like 
trials, who have suffered pain, rejection, isolation, 
persecution and abuse – and yet found the strength 
to endure to the end. people can survive the loss of 
almost anything, but not without hope. 

the pages of history are 
filled with many accounts of 
people who had to endure 
horrendous trials and man-
aged to do so by fixing their 
hope on something that kept 
them going from one day to 
the next. When hope is gone, 
endurance, joy, energy and 
courage evaporate.  

We live in a world where 
hope is in short supply – glo-
bal warming, aids, third world 
poverty, wars, political and 
economic instability, crime, 
drugs – all create hopeless-
ness.  the hope that people 

do have for this world and their lives has no guar-
antee at all.

ASSURANCES AND PROMISES

in contrast, in scripture, the hebrew and greek 
words translated to the word “hope”, mean a “strong 
and confident expectation.” it deals with things that 
we cannot observe or that we have not yet received.

“for in this hope we have been saved. but hope 
that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what 
he already has? but if we hope for what we do not 
yet have, we wait for it patiently.” (romans 8:24-25)

the apostle paul lived out the truth that “the 
things which are seen are temporal, but the things 
that are not seen are eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18). 
he suffered many trials but his hope carried him 
through. in the same way, the heroes of the faith 
listed in hebrews 11, welcomed the promises of 
god from a distance and longed for a reward that 
was unseen by human eyes. their faith was the as-
surance of the things for which they hoped – the 
heavenly kingdom and the glory to be revealed.

FIXING 
OUR HOPE

By Dawid Labuschagne

Jean Paul Sartre
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PREPARING FOR ETERNITY

biblical hope is never static or passive. it is the 
opposite, dynamic and active. if our hope is based 
on god’s promises it will move us into action by 
changing our mindset and willingness to act on our 
convictions. faith and hope in god’s promises will 
change how we view ourselves, namely that we are 
on earth for a temporary assignment and are pre-
paring for eternity.

biblical hope will also change our values and our 
priorities. in Matthew 6: 19-21 we are told not to 
lay up for ourselves ”treasures upon earth, where 
moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in 
an steal” but to lay up “treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves 
do not break in or steal”. finally we are told that 
“where our treasure is there 
our hearts will be also.”

people without any real 
hope can be quite blasé about 
life and death and can put up 
a convincing front that they do 
not care about it.

at the height of the existen-
tialist fashionable rage, sartre 
could frequently be found at 
various sidewalk cafés in par-
is, with a handful of admiring 
followers. on one such day, 
sartre and his followers were 
sitting at a table cluttered with 
champagne bottles, raising 
loud toasts to the absurdity of 
existence. a woman in an apartment above them 
leaned out of the window and told them to shut up. 
in response the group below redoubled their noise.

the lady thereupon returned with a tub full of 
dirty water and dumped it out of the window to-
wards the group below. exactly at that point a 
man who was not part of the group and oblivious 
to the goings-on, walked out of the door and was 
drenched by the mass of dirty water. upon this the 
group hailed it as the best proof yet of their phi-
losophy, ordered more champagne and raised more 
toasts to the absurdity of existence. hardly inspiring 
advertising for existentialism!

but then, without godly hope, life can indeed be 
just a farce, or a tragedy or a joke.

towards the end of his life, sartre was a very dis-
appointed man. he lived through the nazi occupa-
tion of france. he placed extraordinary hope in the 
Communist revolution as the political and econom-
ic system that would save mankind, but subsequent-
ly lost all faith in it. he was even disappointed in 
his own glittering literary career and doubted most 
of his works. he was undone by the world of the 
70s – the increasing threat of nuclear warfare, the 
rightward swing of Western governments and the 
soviet invasion of afghanistan. “hope is necessarily 
disappointed” he said. inevitably the life of man is 
too short, too full of failure, too small to establish 
permanency in material things. – simply because he 
is only man after all.     

UNTESTED HOPE

hope developed on the basis of good circum-
stances, tends to be unreliable, because it relies on 
material, perishable matter. Many Christians want 
god to prosper them thinking that it would form the 
stepping stones to god’s promises. but all it does is 
blur the vision and dull the yearning for eternal life 
with god. paul did say to the Corinthians that if in 
this life only they have hope in Christ, they would be 
the most pitiable of all men. (1 Corinthians 15:19)

some Christians want god to prosper them to 
assure them of his love, but he assures us of his 
love through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

hope that does not fail in trials, will not fail at all. 
in trials our yearning is stronger for eternal deliver-
ance, and that is the hope that remains firm. 

in 1 peter 1:13, we are 
told to “gird up the loins 
of your mind…” (nkJv). in 
virtually every instance in 
the bible where the expres-
sion of girding up the loins 
is used, it implies readi-
ness for action. to gird up 
the loins of our minds is to 
prepare our minds, to get 
our thinking in order and 
set our affection on heav-
enly things, so that we are 
ready to respond correctly 
when needed. 

this fixing of our hope 
must be total, complete and undivided. our hearts 
and minds must be focused on the things of god. 
he has indeed set before us a glorious hope, a fu-
ture so unimaginably great that “no eye has seen 
nor ear has heard, no mind has conceived what 
god has prepared for those who love him (1 Cor-
inthians 2:9) .

HOPE FOR THE HOPELESS

towards the end of his life, Jean paul sartre un-
derwent a change of mind. in the last month, be-
fore his death in 1980, he admitted to pierre victor, 
a friend and well-known journalist, in an interview 
for a parisian periodical, that, “i do not feel that i 
am the product of chance, a speck of dust in the 
universe, but rather someone who is expected, pre-
pared for, prefigured. in short, a being whom only 
a creator could put here, and this idea of a creating 
hand refers to god”. 

it appears that sartre, at the end of his life, came 
to the realization that the foundation of real hope 
is god the Creator and that the ultimate context of 
meaning and purpose is our participation in god’s 
plan and his kingdom.

on what have you and i really fixed our hope? 
Do our lives prove it? has it changed who we are, 
and what we value and how we live our lives? let 
us remember the very true saying, “Where there 
is no faith in the future, there is no power in the 
present.” F2F
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Award winning actor Leonardo Di 
Caprio said “One of my passions 
is to meet people and then imitate 

them.”  
a musician who has worked alongside many actors ex-

claimed; “great actors are spooky the way they can make 
you believe that they are actually the person they are imitat-
ing.  they get everything right – the voice, the posture.  they 
remind me of the person they are portraying in a very believ-
able way.”

Do you remind others of god?  When they watch you, talk 
to you and listen to you do you remind them of 
god? 

in ephesians 5:1 we have one of the most 
staggering and shocking statements in the bible!   
“be imitators of god.” you almost want to shout 
at paul; “you can’t be serious!  that’s impossible!  
Don’t you realise you are expecting me to imitate 
the highest standard in the world?!  please don’t 
exaggerate, paul!” but paul was serious and he wasn’t exag-
gerating.  

this word “imitator” (mimetes) is the term from which we 
get mimic, someone who copies specific characteristics of an-
other person.   “be mimics of god” paul instructs.  it means; 
“observe what i say and what i do and you do likewise; follow 
my example.” 

this word was also used to describe actors who acted on 
the stage.  Just as an actor is committed to capturing the emo-
tions, looks, voice, character, and even the appearance of the 
person he or she is portraying, we are to put our whole heart 
and soul into imitating god.  in this verse paul is also saying 
“be constantly in the process of becoming.…” the goal hasn’t 
been reached yet, but there is a commitment to keep working 
on it.  so ephesians 5:1,could be interpreted: “be constantly 
in the process of becoming more like god — making it your 
aim to act like him, to copy him in every area of your life....”

Why must we imitate god?  Do we do it just because Chris-
tians should be good, moral people?  no. We can be moral 
people in our own strength. Many atheists are. Must we imi-
tate god to become Christians?  not at all.  

the main reason why we are to imitate god is because we 
are his children! “be imitators of god... as dearly loved chil-
dren.” Do we imitate our father in heaven to become god’s 
children? no. We imitate god because we are his children! 
We have been adopted into god’s family.  god is our father 
and we are his “dearly loved children.” is there any greater 
love than that of a parent for a child?  yet god’s love for us is 
something far deeper!  all we can do is respond  in gratitude 
and strive to please him in every way.  our mistake is that we 
too often forget who we are and more importantly “whose” 
we are.

GET TO kNOW GOD

how do we imitate god?  to mimic someone i must know 
something about him.  i must spend time with him. often we 
hear: “he reminds me of his father.” Why is that?  Children 
are the greatest mimics.  they are continually listening to their 
parents speak and watching them walk, laying the table, set-

By Gordon Green

Imitate God? 
You’re not  
serious...are you?

S e p t e m b e r / O c t o b e r  2 0 0 9  | F a c e  t o  F a c e  M a g a z i n e1 6



What would happen if we treat-
ed our Bibles like we treat our cell 
phones?

What if we carried it around in our 

purses or pockets?

What if we turned back to get it if 
we forgot it?

What if we flipped through it sev-
eral times a day?

What if we used it to receive mes-
sages from the text?

What if we treated it like we couldn’t 
live without it?

What if we gave it to kids as gifts?

What if we used it as we travelled?

What if we used it in case of an 

emergency?

What if we up-
graded it to the lat-
est version?

Hmm…where is 
my Bible? And one 
more thing. Unlike 
our cell phone, we 
don’t ever have to 
worry about our 
Bible being dis-
connected because 
Jesus already paid 
the bill

ting up tools etc. in that way they become so much 
like their parents. the family resemblance is unmis-
takable.   

to develop a south african accent for the film 
Blood Diamond leonardo DiCaprio said “We spent 
a lot time with locals, drinking beer with them, hear-
ing their stories...just listening to them talk....We 
made them say sentences over and over.” the result 
was that his mannerisms in the movie were precise 
and believable and he even used typical south afri-
can phrases like “huh”, “bro” and “my man.”!   

but how can we be like our father if we have 
never seen him?  look to 
Jesus. he said if we had 
seen him, we had seen the 
father. Jesus gave us the 
starting point for imitating 
god in the sermon on the 
Mount. there are instruc-
tions in every sentence be-
fore and after ephesians 
5:1:  “get rid of all bitter-
ness, rage and anger....be 
kind and compassionate to 
one another, forgiving each 
other, just as in Christ god 
forgave you....live a life of 
love, just as Christ loved us 
and gave himself up for us....”  

this is how Jesus lived.  he is the model for our 
own lives.  

is it impossible to imitate god?  yes.  on our own 
it is.  but we can do so because Jesus lives in us!  it 
is something that is going to happen when we yield 
to god and choose to do things his way. 

Charles swindoll1 tells the story of an american 

soldier who saw a little orphan with his nose pressed 
to the window of a pastry shop.  inside the cook was 
kneading dough for a fresh batch of doughnuts.  
the starving boy, stared in silence, watching every 
move.  the soldier walked quietly over to where the 
little fellow was standing.  through the steamed-up 
window he could see the mouth-watering morsels 
as they were being pulled from the oven, piping 
hot.  the boy salivated and released a slight groan 
as he watched the cook place them onto the glass-
enclosed counter.  the soldier’s heart went out to 
the nameless orphan.  

‘son...would you like 
some of those?’

the boy was startled.
‘oh, yeah...i would!’
the american stepped 

inside and bought a 
dozen, put them in a 
bag, and walked back to 
where the lad was stand-
ing.  he smiled, held out 
the bag, and said simply:

‘here you are.’
as he turned to walk 

away, he felt a tug on his 
coat.  he looked back 
and heard the child ask 

quietly:
‘Mister...are you God?’
We are never more like god than when we give.
“God so loved the world, that He gave....”

1 Charles swindoll, Improving Your Serve (hodder and 
stoughton; 1981) p52.

CELL PHONES AND BIBLES

F2F
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LIES AND 
COUNTERFEITS 

CAN WE SEE THROUGH THEM?

By Tim Maguire

Counterfeiting has been 
around for a very long time, 
and especially since man 

started trading. In the 1700s, for 
example, those found guilty of coun-
terfeiting money were hung, drawn 
and quartered or burned alive, as it 
was seen as a form of treason.  

the famous american politician, 
printer and scientist, benjamin franklin 
held that “to counterfeit is death”, which 
was clearly printed as a warning on early 
bank notes. 

a counterfeit is always something of 
lesser value or even worthless, that on 

first glance may be seen as something valuable. 
i’m sure all of us have had counterfeit goods of-

fered to us by pleading vendors on street corners. 
brand name clothing, perfumes, sunglasses offered 
to us through our car window at a fraction of the 
cost of the real item. We may even have purchased 
the counterfeit item only to find after using it for a 
time, that the quality is so inferior that the garment 
eventually unravels, fades or breaks down in some 
way. 

THE ORIGINAL LIAR

yet the greatest ever counterfeiter and liar is far 
more subtle than this, and his goods pass as genu-
ine throughout the world. billions of innocent hu-
mans who buy into his scams are none the wiser 
that what they have been offered is simply a fraudu-
lent copy of something much more valuable. 

he would like to make us feel worthless. he 
would like us to doubt the value of Christ’s sacrifice. 
he would like us to believe we are unforgiveable – 
that since the  time of adam, god has turned his 
back on mankind. he would have us believe that 
our worth lies in what we have or do, not in who 
we are. so we strive for more. bigger houses, better 
cars, smarter clothes, top of the range gadgets. king 
solomon, the wisest man ever to live – and probably 
one of the wealthiest -  tells us this is like chasing 

the wind. of course, i’m talking of satan the Devil, 
the father of all lies who has no truth in him. (John 
8:44)

satan counterfeits god’s way of love with self 
gratification. ‘go out and do whatever feels good’ 
he tries to persuade us. he uses man-logic and 
even bible based arguments to try and persuade 
us. When he tempted Christ in the wilderness, each 
temptation was backed by a biblical scripture! but 
the bible warns us not to lean on our own under-
standing. proverbs.14:12 tells us that there is a way 
that seems right to a man, but the end of it is the 
way of death.

but possibly the biggest lie that satan has propa-
gated is that all religions lead to god. that as long 
as we are good and do good, that is enough. this 
is known in religious circles as ‘pluralism’. there 
are good people in all sorts of religions, but salva-
tion is not a matter of simply being a good person. 
this is a lie he would desperately love us to believe. 
salvation is simply a matter of being one with Je-
sus Christ, the Creator and redeemer of all things, 
and accepting his sacrifice and his father’s offer of 
adoption. (galatians.4:4-5, ephesians.1:4-5).

NOTHING WE CAN DO

Most religions teach some form of works—if we 
do this, and that, and if we don’t do certain things, 
we will eventually earn the right to be with god. 
the gospel says that people can never work their 
way into salvation and into a relationship with fa-
ther, son and spirit. rules can’t save anyone, or get 
anyone closer to god. in fact, there is nothing that 
we can do to get god to love us any more than he 
already does, and nothing that we ever do that will 
cause his love to diminish and love us any less. at 
the heart of the gospel is that our own works cannot 
save us—and that means that the gospel also says 
that religions can’t save us. everyone needs grace, 
and grace is found only in the gospel of Jesus Christ.

“i am the way, the truth and the life,” said Jesus. 
“no one comes to the father except through me.” 
(John 8:12) peter was equally blunt when he told 
the Jewish leaders, “salvation is found in no one 
else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
to men by which we must be saved.” (acts 4:12). 

notice paul’s warning to the Christians in Cor-
inth: “but i fear, lest somehow, as the serpent de-
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ceived eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be 
corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ” (2 
Corinthians 11:3). paul was afraid that those in Cor-
inth would somehow be persuaded that they could 
travel another path or spirit and still think they could 
be saved. and who is the author of these crafty per-
suasions? the one who deceived eve, the serpent, 
satan the Devil!

HOLD IT UP TO THE LIGHT

so how do we know if some-
thing is counterfeit? let’s think 
of a counterfeit bank note. 
firstly, it probably doesn’t ‘feel’ 
right. allow the holy spirit – not 
our own judgment - to guide us 
into ‘feeling’ when something 
is not right. tune into his wave-
length rather than that of sa-
tan.  ephesians 2:2 tells us that 
the devil is the prince of the 
power of the air. if we become 
influenced by him, and allow 
our minds to become sullied 
by his propaganda, then we 
will become desensitised to the 
promptings of the holy spirit. but when we are in 
relationship with god, the spirit guides and directs 
us. We will feel when something is a counterfeit, 
when it’s not of our father.

but feelings aren’t always enough. there are 
built in checks and balances that allow us to deter-
mine what is genuine or counterfeit. What we need 

to do is hold the counterfeit up to the light – the light 
of god’s word (psalm  119:105)  “your word is a 
lamp to guide me and a light for my path.” the bi-
ble is our ultimate authority that guides us through 
this life, avoiding the counterfeits and lies of satan. 
Jesus spoke to the pharisees again. “i am the light 
of the world,” he said. “Whoever follows me will 
have the light of life and will never walk in dark-
ness” (John 8:12). satan’s is the dark path, where 
we stumble and hurt ourselves and others. god’s 

way is lit, where we walk in 
confidence, partaking of the 
abundant life.

“i am the gate. those 
who come in by me will be 
saved; they will come in and 
go out and find pasture. 

 the thief comes only in 
order to steal, kill, and de-
stroy. i have come in order 
that you might have life---
life in all its fullness. 

i am the good shepherd, 
who is willing to die for the 
sheep. (John 10:9-11) .“

so let’s turn from satan and his destructive ways, 
his counterfeits and his lies, and let’s take hold of 
life. let’s enjoy every moment as he intended us 
to. and let’s show others that life his way can and 
should be enjoyed not endured!

In the last few chapters of John, Jesus takes time 
with His disciples to tell them about the Holy Spirit. 
The Spirit is a Counselor, Jesus tells them, who will 
guide them into all truth.

In John 16:8-11, Jesus says of the Spirit, “When He 
comes, He will convict the world of guilt in regard to 
sin and righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, 
because men do not believe in Me; in regard to right-
eousness, because I am going to the Father, where you 
can see Me no longer; and in regard to judgment, be-
cause the prince of this world now stands condemned.” 

The first thing the world is wrong about is sin. The 
world says sin is about breaking rules. Isn’t 
that what you’ve always been told? But the 
Spirit says sin is about unbelief, about re-
fusing to believe in Jesus.

The second thing the world is wrong 
about is righteousness. The world says 
righteousness is about trying to get back to 
God. But the Holy Spirit says righteousness 

is about Jesus going to the Father. 
Notice Romans 3:21-24: “But now a righteousness 

from God, apart from law, has been made known, to 
which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteous-
ness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to 

all who believe. There is no difference, for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justi-
fied freely by His grace through the redemption that 
came by Christ Jesus.” 

The third thing the world is wrong about is Judg-
ment. The world says that judgment spells doom for 
us. But the Holy Spirit says that judgment spells doom 
for evil. Romans 8:31-35 says, “…If God is for us, who 
can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, 
but gave Him up for us all—how will He not also, along 
with Him, graciously give us all things? Who will bring 
any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is 
God who justifies. Who is he that condemns? Christ 
Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to 
life—is at the right hand of God and is also interced-
ing for us. Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ?...” 

Just as Jesus said, the Holy Spirit exposes the 
world’s lies and leads us into all truth: Sin is rooted in 
unbelief, not in rules. Righteousness comes from Jesus 
on our behalf, not from our own efforts. And judgment 
is a condemnation of evil, not of those Jesus died and 
was raised for. 

As Paul said in 2 Corinthians 3:6, the letter of the 
law kills, but the Spirit gives life.

By Joseph Tkach.

SIN, JUDGMENT AND RIGHTEOUSNESS

F2F
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Recently, a teenage schoolboy 
posed a question to his wise 
grandfather on “Facebook.”

“Why is the world in such a terrible state?” he 
asked. the grandfather sighed deeply and replied, 
“because it’s run by people.”

We are faced with a world of inequalities – afflu-
ence and abundance on the one hand, and abject 
poverty and famine on the other. Crime is out of 
control in many places, while prisons are bursting 
at the seams. indeed prison systems often fail com-
pletely to rehabilitate criminals. instead they turn 
out smarter, more efficient perpetrators who can 
run circles around the law enforcers.

the latest addition to the cata-
logue of woes is swine flu which 
has already claimed three lives 
at the time of writing. it could re-
turn any time soon in a more le-
thal form – just as did the virus 
that caused the 1918 spanish flu. 
how would third world countries 
be able to cope with a level 6 out-
break, with their fragile healthcare 
systems?

Man’s lifestyle in energy supply 
and usage is leading to pollution 
on a grand scale, and all the environmentalists in 
the world cannot put the globe together again.

the conclusion is that man is slowly choking him-
self to death, and it seems he can do nothing about 
it. is there a solution?

THE VENUS PROJECT

yes! says a group calling the solution the venus 
project (seen on sabC’s new channel – Ctv).

the reason for man’s problems, they maintain, is 
the monetary system with its focus on profit making. 
profits are based on the principle of scarcity. the 
scarcer a product, the higher the profit. this leads to 
inequalities, poverty and famine. so the monetary 
system is the root cause of our problem.

the solution, says venus project, would be a 
resourced-based system. the earth has enough re-
sources for everyone to have sufficient, and for no 
one to go hungry. the focus would be on technology 
to advance man’s lifestyle and to use clean, renew-
able energy like solar power, wind power, and wave 
power. Money would be obsolete, and jobs as we 
know them would altogether vanish, setting man 
free to spend his energy on new incentives like ex-
ploring the universe and making it habitable.

the venus project maintains that men will not 
change from a monetary based to a resource based 

system because those who benefit most from the 
money system have developed institutions and be-
liefs that keep the rest of  humanity enslaved. in-
stitutions like politics, economic systems, and even 
religion!

they say that there is no such thing as sin or hu-
man nature – only human behaviour. Wrong be-
haviour can be unlearned if the circumstances are 
changed, i.e. remove the monetary system (and 
presumably all other systems) which cause the un-
desirable human behaviour. no saviour is needed 
– man is his own saviour. Jesus Christ is not needed, 
nor is any other deity for that matter. these are fairy 
tales that should be eradicated.

THE WISDOM OF MAN

about 2500 years ago god 
said, “…the wisdom of the wise will 
perish, the intelligence of the intel-
ligent will vanish” (isaiah 29:14). 
in his letter to the Corinthians, paul  
says, “…has not god made foolish 
the wisdom  of the world?” (1 Cor-
inthians 1:20).

the history of man starts with 
lies (satan lied to eve), jealousy 
(Cain envied abel’s favour with 
god), and then murder (Cain 
murdered his brother to eliminate 

competition). and nothing seems to have changed 
since then. but would it make much difference if we 
substituted cash for crops? how long before some 
smart alec discovers a way to hold on to some of 
the resources for his own advantage? no, it is not 
money itself, but the love of it that is the root cause 
of evil (1 timothy 6:10).

today we are even hearing horrendous reports 
of violent crimes committed by young children, mak-
ing us wonder what is turning our children into little 
monsters. is it the communication system (tv, inter-
net, cell phones)? not these systems themselves, 
but the evil heart of man which misuses them. as 
man has always done, and will continue to do un-
til he surrenders to his lord and saviour and trusts 
him to change his evil heart.  every system devised 
by man has failed simply because it’s the heart of 
man that needs changing, and the solution is god-
given, not human devised.

god promises to remove the “heart of stone,” 
from human beings, and give us a “heart of flesh.” 
(ezekiel 11:19). We can become a new creature” 
through Jesus Christ, and no one else. (2 Corinthi-
ans 5:17)

as Jesus breathed his last breath on the cross, 
he said, “it is finished,” and  man’s salvation was 
assured from that moment. the answer is not the 
venus project, but the Jesus Christ project. 

CAN WE 
FIX THE WORLD?
By Dirk Smith and Hilary Jacobs.

F2F
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In Him we live 
and move and 
have our being

by Roy Lawrence

Here we are. You and I liv-
ing out our lives on planet 
earth surrounded by the 

universe and all its mysteries. What 
do we make of it all? What do we 
make of ourselves? Are we just an 
accident within an accident? Or is 
there a ‘creator mind’ behind it all? 
A creator mind behind each one of 
us?

it is quite fashionable these days to believe that 
we are no more than an accident within an acci-
dent. it is totally acceptable to be an atheist. it can 
even seem politically correct. but being fashionable 
or politically correct does not make atheism right, 
or even likely. 

ACCIDENT OR DESIGN? 

suppose i were to come across a pile of junk in 
the gutter - perhaps some crumpled up sheets of 
newspaper and an empty drinks can and a couple 
of feathers from a bird - i might reasonably sup-
pose that it was all there by accident. but if i were 
to come across a watch in the gutter, that would be 
different. i would never say ‘a watch has happened 
here’. i would assume that somebody had made it 
and that somebody owned it. there would be too 
much order and design about it for it to be an ac-
cident. 

the fact is that the universe is much more like the 
watch than the pile of junk. so are you and i. the 
universe’s design suggests a designer. the laws of 
the universe, which scientists are continually discov-
ering, suggest a source for those laws, some sort of 
law-giver. 

suppose the thing i found in the gutter were a 
precious art miniature or a piece of exquisite jew-
ellery. that would, if it were possible, be even less 
likely to be an accident than the watch, because it 
would display not just order and design but beauty 
as well. 

i am fortunate enough to live in a little house on 
the Wirral coast. all around me there is beauty. if i 
look out one way i can see the amazing roses we 
have been fortunate enough to inherit as part of 
our tiny garden. if i look out the other way, there, 
stretching out before me, is a lovely seascape, 
where at the end of the day there are often breath-
taking sunsets that have to be seen to be believed. 
Does it make sense to say that the roses and the 
sunsets have just ‘happened’, that these and all the 
other instances of beauty, order and design in na-
ture are no more than haphazard ‘accidents within 
an accident’? 

personally i cannot think so. Just as a million 
monkeys sitting at a million word-processors would 
be unlikely to produce the treasures of world-liter-
ature by chance, the same applies to the mystery of 
nature. there is so much to point me to a designer 
mind, a creator spirit, behind the things i see around 
me. as far as i am concerned, it makes sense to be-
lieve in god. 

however, this does not bring my thought proc-
esses to an end, because there are two ways of 
looking at god and there is a choice to be made 

WHAT SORT OF GOD? 

on the one hand, i could think of a god who at 
some point in the dim and distant past started eve-
rything off but then lost interest and cut himself off 
from the universe. this sort of god would provide 
an originating cause but would now be separate, 
detached and virtually irrelevant. theologians have 
a name for belief in that sort of god. they call it ‘de-
ism’. lots of people are virtual ‘deists’, even if they 
have never heard the term. for they believe in god 
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after a fashion, but it makes little difference to the 
way they live from day to day. Maybe in an emer-
gency they try to stir some sort of action from their 
god, but for the most part they treat him rather 
like an ‘almighty aspirin’, only needed if life brings 
them a bad headache! they remind me of the ship-
wrecked sailor, who knelt down on his raft in the 
middle of the sea, hundreds of miles away from an-
ything or anybody, and who prayed, ‘god i haven’t 
bothered you for the last twenty years, and if you 
get me out of this mess, i promise not to bother you 
for the next twenty!’ 

but that’s not the approach to god which we find 
in Christianity or in most of the world’s great reli-
gions. these tell us of a god who is not only Creator 
but also sustainer. the bible says of this god that 
‘in him we live and move and have our being’.1 the 
heart of prayer lies in the recognition that were we 
not within the essence of this god, we would not 
exist at all. 

THE POINT OF PRAYER 

if it is true that we live and move and have our 
being within the essence and creative purpose of 
god, then, whether we know it or not, we have no 
option about our connection with him, but there is 
still a choice to be made. because we are free, we 
can elect to rest in god and rejoice in god, a proc-
ess known as ‘adoration’, or we can wriggle and 
rebel and pretend to be self-sufficient. 

in prayer we do the former. We can join, for in-
stance with John Mason, who back in the seven-
teenth century wrote the words: 

how great a being, lord, is thine,
Which doth all being keep.
thy knowledge is the only line
to sound so vast a deep.
thou art a sea without a shore,
a sun without a sphere.
thy time is now and evermore.
thy place is everywhere. 
i believe that this sort of adoration does us good. 

it has healing in it. for god is self-consistent. so 
having revealed himself as Creator at the begin-

ning of the book of genesis, it is logical that af-
ter humankind commits the folly of becoming self-
centred with all the negative consequences implied 
for both ourselves and our world, god next reveals 
himself as ‘re-creator’ or ‘healer’. ‘i am the lord 
who heals,’ he says.2 the reason why prayers of ad-
oration do us good is that they push the roots of our 
body, mind and spirit back down into the Creator-
god, who is the true ground of our being. We can 
do good to others too, if by our prayers of interces-
sion we set them along with ourselves, firmly within 
the re-creative power and purpose of god. 

kEEPING A WISDOM-WATCH 

there is one more thought which is worth pon-
dering before we end our reflections on the concept 
of the god in whom we live and move and have our 
being. it is my fundamental conviction that absolute 
and unique wisdom is to be found in Jesus. howev-

er, this does not mean 
that there is no wisdom 
to be found anywhere 
else. as Christians we 
should believe in a 
generous god, who can 
scatter nuggets of wis-
dom around the world 
within many cultures. 
if you have any doubts 
about this, the text at 
the head of this arti-
cle should dispel them. 
When st paul used these 
words, whilst speaking 
to the athenians, they 
were not original. he 
was quoting an ancient 
greek sage called epi-

menides of Crete, who had lived 500 years before 
him. it would seem that paul was open to wisdom, 
whatever its source, and so should we be. We do no 
honour to god by narrowing our vision. 

so why not keep a ‘wisdom-watch’ this week? 
We never know where or when we will find a new 
thought of real value, something wise, wholesome 
and nourishing. it may be well to test it by setting it 
beside Jesus to see if it sits easily in his presence. 
but if it does, it is important to be grateful for it, to 
treasure it and never to let it go. the god in whom 
we live and move and have our being has so much 
to teach us and so many ways of doing it. 

Who knows, there may even be some nuggets to 
discover as you turn the pages of 
this magazine!

 
1. acts 17:28

2. exodus 15:26 
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THE FATHER’S LOVE

By Joseph Tkach

An 85-year-old man was sit-
ting on a park bench crying. 
Two men passing by saw the 

tears running down his cheeks and 
walked over to see if they could be of 
any help. 

“i don’t mean to intrude,” one of them said, “but 
is there something wrong at home?”

the 85-year-old replied between 
sobs, “no, everything is fine there. i 
have a beautiful home with a land-
scaped backyard and a swimming 
pool. i have a wonderful wife who is 
much younger than i. she’s a superb 
cook, treats me a like a king, and is 
always attentive to my needs.”

one of the passers-by asked, “Well then, why 
in heaven’s name are you crying?”the old man re-
plied, “i can’t remember where i live!”

Jesus lets us know how easy it 
is to find our way back home.

an imaginary tale, of course, but i like this lit-
tle story as a metaphor for where many people are 
spiritually. they have lost their way and can’t re-
member where their true home is. 

Jesus takes the story to the next level in his par-
able of the prodigal son. in this story, Jesus lets us 
know how easy it is to find our way back home.

in Jesus’ story, a man has two sons. the older 
son is loyal to his father and works hard at home. 
the younger son, by contrast, takes his share of the 
family inheritance, leaves home and squanders it 
on loose living. eventually, he is reduced to working 
on a pig farm and so hungry he wishes he could eat 

some of what he was feeding the pigs. he finally 
decides he wants to go home, but assumes that the 
only way his father might accept him back would be 
as a hired hand.

luke tells us that “…while he was still a long 
way off, his father saw him and was filled with com-
passion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms 
around him and kissed him.” the father not only 
takes him back unconditionally, and as a son, not 
as a hired hand, but also throws a big party in his 
honor.

from the perspective of the older brother, the 
loyal one, this is grossly unfair. if we are really hon-
est, we have to agree with the older brother. Where 
was the big party for faithfulness and loyalty? Why 
does the great honour go to the unfaithful kid who 
comes crawling back home in poverty after totally 
dishonoring his father and his family?

Well, if we think about it, we can see ourselves 
in each of the two sons. We are lost and on our 
journey home, hoping our heavenly father will for-
give us and take us back, and we are smugly sitting 
in judgment of our fellow human beings whom we 
think are worse sinners than we are.

Jesus wants us to know that his father, our fa-
ther, loves both his sons, and invites both of them 
into his banquet.  life in god’s household is a life 
surrounded by love, and that includes a whole lot of 
mercy – mercy we can absolutely count on. 

the apostle peter wrote: “praise be to the god 
and father of our lord Jesus Christ! in his great 
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, 
spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you, who through 
faith are shielded by god’s power until the coming 
of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the 
last time” (1peter 1:3-5). 

tomorrow belongs to god. We cannot read the 
conditions of time and space into the unknown eter-
nal. but within the limits of our finite understand-
ing, Jesus gives us in this unlikely parable a window 
through which we can glimpse the infinite nature 
of our father’s love, compassion, forgiveness and 
mercy. 

w
w

w.
is

to
ck

ph
ot

o.
co

m

F2F

S e p t e m b e r / O c t o b e r  | F a c e  t o  F a c e  M a g a z i n e 2 3



hmmm...
at a church meet-

ing a very wealthy man rose to tell 
the rest of those present about his 
Christian faith. “i’m a millionaire,” 

he said, “and i attribute it all to the 
rich blessings of god in my life. i 

remember that turning point in my 
faith. i had just earned my first dollar 
and i went to a church meeting that 

night. the speaker was a mission-
ary who told about his work. i knew 
that i only had a dollar bill and had 
to either give it all to god’s work or 
nothing at all. so at that moment i 
decided to give my whole dollar to 

god. i believe that god blessed that 
decision, and that is why i am a rich 

man today.” he finished and there 
was an awed silence at his testi-

mony as he moved toward his seat.
as he sat down, a little old 

lady sitting in the same pew 
leaned over and said to him. 

“i dare you to do it again.”
Anonymous

even if you’re on the 
right track, you’ll get run 
over if you just sit there.

Will Rogers
kind words can be short 

and easy to speak, but their 
echoes are truly endless

Mother Teresa
the best sermons are 

lived, not preached
Cowboy wisdom

enjoy the little things, for one 
day you may look back and re-

alize they are the big things
Robert Brault

it’s one of the most beauti-
ful compensations in life…that no 
man can sincerely try to help an-

other without helping himself.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

there is a reason why the 
great hymns of the church have 

endured, in some cases for hun-

dreds of years. they are based 
not on words that tickle our ears, 

but on solid theological truth.
Dr. James Dobson

because we are material beings, 
god must deal with us on that level. 

every spiritual experience depends on 
the cooperation of our very mundane 
bodies… nearly everything we know 
about the supernatural world comes 
filtered through the ordinary, natural 

world – which makes  it very easy 
for sceptics to dismiss or disbelieve. 

Philip Yancey

to believe in the supernatural is 
not simply to believe that after liv-

ing a successful, material and fairly 
virtuous life here one will continue 

to exist in the best possible substitute 
for this world, or that after living a 

starved and stunted life here one will 
be compensated with all the good 
things one has gone without: it is 
to believe that the supernatural is 
the greatest reality here and now.

T S Eliot

Listen to us on other radio stations:
Radio Lotus FM 87.7 – 106.8  (Most of KZN, Gauteng, P.E and Cape Town)
5 minute slot every Sunday @ 5.55am

Radio Bushveld  FM 104.9  (Greater Rustenburg/Thabazimbi area)
Half hour slot every Sunday starting 2pm 

Radio Pulpit  AM 657 kHz (throughout SA on AM frequency) 5 min slot 
every Monday @ 6:40am and Friday @ 6.20 am. 

CCFM 107.5 FM (The Greater Cape Town area from Melkbosstrand to 
Durbanville to Stellenbosch to Gordon’s bay from Muizenberg) 5 min slot 
every Sunday @ 4:30 am and 7:15pm

Ambassador College of Christian Ministry 
Online Learning : www.ambascol.org
Equipping men and women for more ef-
fective and informed service in the work of 
the gospel.

ACCM’s flexible learning site provides prac-
tical, quality training in Christian ministry 
and a valuable source of informative and 
stimulating Christian studies through both 
credit and audit programs.

Enjoy Reading  
Face to Face?
Why not share with a friend?  
Ask us to send a free copy today!
To request a subscription, see ad-
dresses and phone numbers  
on page 3. 

LISTEN TO FACE TO FACE ON:

www.ccfm.org.za

On-air 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, o�ering the 

best mix of contemporary 
Christian music and 

compelling chat, 
combined with up-to-

the-minute news, 
weather forecasts, tra�c 

and travel information.


