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The gospel according 
To…a mammoTh?

We are not What We have 

thought ourselves to be

some Things 
don’T change 

Discipline is still the 
name of the game

O COME LET US 
IGNORE HIM?



i’ve been reading: Run Baby Run by nicky cruz 
with Jamie buckingham (1968 bridge-logos pub-
lishers)  

nicky cruz is a teenage member of the Mau Mau 
gang in new York during the 1950s and 60s. he, 
like every young boy, needs to be loved and accept-
ed but fear engulfs him and drives him to find that 
“thing” that will fill the emptiness in his life. “run 
baby run,” shouts his father as he runs from pun-
ishment. as a “wild child” he was frequently harshly 
punished, and run is what nicky does best.

he resented authority and lashed out with hate 
and violence. he tells the story of how he became 

one of the most feared gangsters, yet he 
himself was scared and lonely. he had 
respect (or fear) from others, sex, drugs 
and a terrible thirst for the “rumble”, a 
fight with another gang, and the con-
tinuous cycle of hate, revenge, and vio-
lence.

the “president” of the mau mau 
gang is miraculously called by Jesus christ through 
a man called David Wilkerson. What makes it mi-
raculous is that once a gang member, it is for life 
– you cannot escape other than with your life. nicky 
cruz faces these dangers after his conversion and 
often has the urge to return to the “safety” of gang 
life.

nicky’s story, of a troubled youth and the need 
for the gospel of Jesus christ, can be told by our 
lost and needy teens from the inner cities, troubled 
townships, or infamous gangs of the Western cape 
in our country.

however, as i read the book this time, nicky’s 

life after conver-
sion had a much 
deeper signifi-
cance to me. i 
was touched by 
his account, a 
year after his 
conversion, of 
how he strug-
gled with god’s 
calling and how 
he sought the 
holy spirit with 
all his heart.

i thought about how often we as christians are 
driven by that initial calling and then fade away. 
some even stop walking with god as did many of 
the gang members and drug addicts in nicky’s story.

are we crying out to god to fill us with his holy 
spirit? When we turn and walk with christ the new 
man does not just stop sinning but chooses to walk 
in the way of god, and through that walk, starts 
bearing the fruits of the holy spirit.

With the power of the holy spirit nicky went back 
into the slums of new York and preached the word 
of god. many more gangsters and drug addicts 
were converted, who in turn went on to a lifetime 
commitment to helping children, teens and young 
adults find the love  they need, the love of Jesus 
christ. a book to be remembered and to inspire!

this book has now been made into a feature film. for more 
information visit: http://www.runbabyrunmovie.com

BOOK REVIEW
Review by Dawie Maree

Editorial

Wow, can you believe that the year is already 
drawing to an end? the shops are filling up with 
christmas decorations, father christmas is ho ho 
ho’ing to wide eyed children, and office parties are 
in full swing. shopping lists are being put together, 
and with times tough and belts tightened, many are 
wondering who they can leave off the gift list this 
year. however you feel about christmas, it has ar-
rived again and there is no avoiding the hype that 
surrounds it. 

the question is are we going to ignore him again 
this year, or put him where he belongs, 
not only in the centre of christmas but 
in the centre of all things, especially our 
lives?

born to be crucified and make our 
salvation possible, god himself came 

down to live out a life on earth in the same way 
that each of us do, the only difference being that he 
did it perfectly. his life started in a manger among 
the stench and noise of  bleating goats and braying 

donkeys, helpless and totally reliant on his parents, 
god abased, that we could be exalted!

but this is not just another christmas issue mag-
azine. our team has worked hard to bring you ar-
ticles as diverse as the gospel according to a mam-
moth, what love is all about, or why you should pray 
for your enemies.

if you would like to comment on what you think 
of face to face magazine, we would love to hear 
from you. please send your letters to: Wcg nation-
al service centre, p o box 365 pinegowrie, 2123. 
or email to hileben@telkomsa.net

so read on, enjoy and digest this end of year 
feast we have prepared for you, where as always, 
you will find him central to every issue.

from the entire face to face team, we wish you 
all a meaningful festive season and 2010 filled with 
his richest blessings.

By Tim Maguire
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As we taxied to the runway, 
the flight attendant gave us 
the routine safety announce-

ment. “Ladies and gentlemen, as 
we prepare for take off, please put 
down your reading matter for a few 
minutes and let me have your total 
attention while we explain the safe-

ty features of this aircraft. 
In the unlikely event of an 
emergency…”

Yeah, yeah. a few passengers – prob-
ably first-time flyers – listened intently. 
the rest of us carried on reading, or 

looked out of the window. We’d heard it all before…
fasten seat belts…no smoking in the toilet…in the 
event of a sudden loss of cabin pressure…

the attendant was unfazed. she was used to be-
ing ignored while she did this, even though what 
she had to say was important, and might make the 
difference between life and death for the people to 
whom she was talking.

i did pay attention – partly out of sympathy. as 
editor of a christian magazine, i too have the re-
sponsibility of trying to get across an important an-
nouncement – one that could save lives. and like 
the flight attendant, i am used to being ignored. the 
christian message is losing ground in our country. 
We “in the business” are wracking our brains try-
ing to find new ways to get the christian message 
across to people who are becoming more and more 
disinterested.

so, to pass the time in the air, i began toying 
with an idea. how would it be if we announced the 
message of the gospels in the form of safety in-
structions? 

“While we want you to enjoy a long and happy 
life, your safety is our main concern. therefore, we 
ask you to pay attention to the following informa-
tion. listen carefully so that you will be able to help 
yourself and others.

in an emergency, adopt the bracing position, 
which is on your knees with head bowed. in the 
event of a sudden increase in pressure, additional 
help will come from above.

if you encounter turbulence, please return to 
your local church immediately. please observe all 
instructions from those responsible for your spiritual 
welfare. a copy of those instructions can be found 
in the bible, in the seat in front of you. please re-
main in your seat until given permission to leave the 
building by those in charge…”

i gave up the idea. it wasn’t really going any-
where. in fact, it was downright silly. some might 
say “that’s cute.” but most would think it was too 
contrived, and i would have to agree.

are you still with me? much more of that and i 
am afraid i would have lost even the most dedicated 
reader.

The TroUBle wiTh gimmicKs

if you use gimmicks to attract attention to vital 
information, you run the risk of trivializing it, thus 
undermining its importance. (occasionally you will 
hear a flight attendant who tries to get attention 
by making the safety announcements in a flip way. 
it works for a while, but it is also rather unnerv-
ing. You think “if he is not taking this seriously, why 
should we?”). but how do you get people to pay 
attention to the christian message in our media-
saturated environment?

i know talented people – potentially brilliant 
communicators – who are burned out and ready to 
give it up as a bad job. it isn’t for want of trying. We 
use every trick in the book to make our message 
relevant and topical. We put clever little messages 
on notice boards outside: “What on earth are you 
doing for heaven’s sake?” or, “is there life before 
death?” We get christian celebrities to endorse the 
product. We launch slick advertising campaigns that 
we hope will “reach out” and somehow make the 
gospel less “other-worldly.”

You may have seen the poster showing a picture 
of an empty beer mug with the image of Jesus in the 
froth. the idea is to show that whereas christmas is 
for most people a time for boozing and partying, the 
image of Jesus in the froth running down the glass 

By John Halford
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shows that there is something deeper behind the 
holiday. i wish them luck. and if it works, well done. 
but i have my doubts.

noT ThaT Kind oF King

You see, whether we like it or not, the gospel 
is other worldly. albert einstein once observed that, 
when explaining science, one should make things 
as simple as possible, but not more simple than 
they are. it is the same with the gospel message. 
We should make it as palatable and easy to under-
stand as possible. but we should not misrepresent it 
as something that it is not.

What it is not, is a useful upgrade to a better 
religion. nor is it a “life style option” that will make 
nice people even nicer and successful people more 
so. it isn’t even about being kind to each other and 
trying to make this a better world, although that is 
part of it.

this event that chris-
tians celebrate at christ-
mas is so much more 
than a sentimental story 
about the little lord Je-
sus asleep in the hay. it 
remembers the day that 
the king of the kingdom 
of god invaded earth, to 
begin the process of lib-
erating humanity from 
a way of life that would 
lead to death, and show 
them the way to eternal 
life. the words of the car-
ol: “that man should live 
forevermore because of 
christmas Day,” are right 
on.  however, this king-
dom is not like most oth-
er invasions. it may seem 
powerless and weak, los-
ing ground and going nowhere. Don’t be deceived 
– it is not dependent on the resources of this world 
for its success.

Just before his crucifixion, Jesus explained this to 
pontius pilate, the representative of the major politi-
cal power of his day. pilate was afraid that arresting 
Jesus would spark off civil unrest. Jesus told him not 
to worry. “my kingdom,” said  Jesus, doesn’t consist 
of what you see around you. if it did, my followers 
would fight so that i wouldn’t be handed over to the 
Jews. but i’m not that kind of king, not the world’s 
kind of king (John 18:36 message bible). the king-
dom of god has ample resources, and it does not 
need us to put Jesus back into christmas in order to 
get the job done.

today, christmas has pretty much reverted to its 
pagan origins. but it is still a fact of nearly every-
one’s life. even people in non-christian societies 
recognize – however vaguely – that it has something 
to do with Jesus being born. Jesus set us an exam-
ple by using the situations he encountered in daily 
life to make his point. so let’s do what we can to 

“put christ back into christmas.” but let’s not do 
so by trying to find him a bit part, artfully slipping 
him into the celebrations like an old sixpence in the 
christmas pudding.

aTTenTion please!

With that in mind, may i have your attention? 
(i can’t exactly ask you to put down what you are 
reading, but you know what i mean). let’s take a 
few minutes to remind ourselves why this event we 
commemorate at christmas is so important. for me, 
for you, for everyone – whether we are ready to ac-
knowledge it or not. if you’ve heard it before, or are 
just not interested, ignore me. i am going to tell you 
anyway.

long Time ago in BeThlehem

With the possible exception of his resurrection, 
Jesus’ birth as a human being is the pivotal event 

of human history. 
We don’t know the 
exact date – it isn’t 
important anyway. 
but what happened 
in the stable in 
bethlehem had the 
potential to change 
the destiny of every 
human being that 
has ever, and will 
ever live.

You wouldn’t 
have thought so 
if you had been 
around at the time. 
he was born to a 
humble and, al-
though they did 
not realize it at 
the time, homeless 
family, in makeshift 

circumstances.
his arrival was announced to a few shepherds, 

camping out in the hills above bethlehem. they 
were privileged to see that, although his arrival was 
a non-event on earth, life in the heavenly realm 
came to a standstill. i bet that angels, even now can 
remember “where they were and what they were 
doing” when they heard that Jesus had been born. 
for this was indeed a turning point in the history of 
the kingdom of god.

“for to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders,” 
isaiah had prophesied hundreds of years before 
(isaiah 9:6). now it had happened. no wonder the 
angels chorused “glory to god in the highest, and 
on earth peace to men on whom his favour rests” 
(luke 2:13-14).

in one dramatic act, god had entered his own 
creation as a weak and vulnerable part of it. the 
great christian writer, c s lewis, put it well: “the 
eternal being who knows everything and who cre-
ated the whole universe, became not only a man, 

Jesus was not that kind of king

www.bigstockphoto.com
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but (before that) a baby, and before that a foetus 
inside a woman’s body. if you want to get the hang 
of it, think how you would like to become a slug or 
a crab”1 

but only a handful of people on earth under-
stood the significance of what had happened.

Born To Be King

When Jesus was a 
few days old, mary and 
Joseph took him to the 
temple for the ritual cir-
cumcision. there they 
encountered old sime-
on, who had waited all 
his life for the promised 
saviour. luke tells us 
that simeon took the 
baby in his arms and 
prayed:

“god, you can now 
release your servant; 
release me in peace as 
you promised. With my 
own eyes i’ve seen your 
salvation; it’s now out in 
the open for everyone 
to see: a god-revealing 
light to the non-Jewish 
nations, and of glory for 
your people israel” (luke 2:29-32 message bible).

simeon understood that Jesus was born to be a 
king. but what even he did not grasp was that Jesus 
was not to be the kind of leader the Jews of the 
day were hoping for. they looked to the messiah for 
national liberation and restoration. the kingdom of 
god has a much larger agenda. Jesus had come 
to save all the world and lead all humankind to its 
eternal destiny.

golden promise
he was quite clear about that. “i have come that 

they might have life, and have it to the full” (John 
10:10). by “have it to the full,” he meant not just the 
few decades of carbon based, oxygen dependent, 
slow decay that we call “life.” if there is one verse of 
the bible that most people know, it is the so-called 
Golden verse.

For God so loved the world 
that He gave His one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in 
Him shall not perish but have 

eternal life” (John 3:16).

 read it carefully. “for god so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 

life” (John 3:16).
Jesus knew of another kind of life – life that would 

last forever. he wanted us to know that kind of life 
too. and before he gave up his physical existence, 
thirty or so years after he was born, he prayed: “fa-
ther, i want those you gave me to be with me, right 
where i am, so they can see my glory, the splendour 
you gave me, having loved me long before there 
ever was a world” (John 17:24 message bible).

he is still praying 
that today. his king-
dom is alive and well, 
even if the physical 
evidence of it down 
here doesn’t always 
reflect that. but this 
is not a kingdom that 
conquers with ag-
gression and military 
might. it does not 
need to entice the 
rich and powerful to 
support it. Jesus can 
build with the sim-
plest and humblest 
of people – even 
those whom nobody 
else wants. he used 
a borrowed stable, 
a borrowed tomb, a 

child’s lunch box, a widow’s mite, the leftovers from 
a communal meal and finally, a ghastly instrument 
of torture – and transformed them into weapons of 
mass salvation.

coming – readY or noT

Jesus may not have taken “the government upon 
his shoulders” yet, but he will. in the meantime he 
invites us to join him. he did not come to try to per-
suade us to be more religious. he came to open up 
the way to eternal life.

to be a christian affects every aspect of your life 
and changes your priorities. it is not a decision to be 
undertaken lightly. to suggest otherwise is false ad-
vertising. Jesus invites us to change sides, and help 
him in making “thy kingdom come” where we are, 
as we have opportunity. but this is no minor commit-
ment. there is much more to it than just showing up 
at a church once or twice a year. so let’s not trivial-
ize it, in order to make it an acceptable part of the 
christmas season.

frankly, christmas – the way most people cel-
ebrate it – doesn’t need Jesus. but what is more to 
the point, Jesus doesn’t need christmas. but this 
holiday season, that at least pretends to celebrate 
his birth, seems like a good time to explain what it 
really means. season’s greetings!

1. C S Lewis, Mere Christianity (chapter 5, page 156, published 
by Simon & Schuster, New York, 1996, and Harper Collins London, 
2001)
Reprinted with kind permission of Plain Truth, Registered Charity No. 
1098217 (United Kingdom)
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 Sacrificial limb
The African Fever tree (Acacia 

xanthophloea) is an amaz-
ing part of God’s creation. 

It gets its name from the fact that 
it often grows in swampy areas and 
regions associated with the anoph-
eles mosquito which is the carrier 
of Malaria fever. Early settlers to 

Southern Africa believed 
it was these trees that were 
giving them this fever, hence 
the name ‘Fever Tree’.

they stand tall and eerie with a 
bright, green-yellow shade colouring 

their trunks and branches. Yet on each tree one 
branch stands out in contrast to the rest, withered, 
brown and dead.  

fever trees are interesting in many ways. they 
have the amazing ability to photosynthesise through 
their bark, which most trees cannot do. but to me, 
that’s not the most interesting fact regarding these 
incredible trees: Where other trees may struggle to 
grow, even in slightly saline conditions, the fever 
tree thrives! 

this is due to an amazing 
adaptation known as the ‘sacri-
ficial limb’. What the tree does, 
is dump undesirable nutrients 
and salts absorbed through the 
extensive root system, into just 
one of its branches, which it sac-
rifices - the branch eventually 
withers, dies then falls off - pre-
venting the rest of the tree from 
being poisoned and dying off 
completely. and some argue that 
all this just happened by some 
incredible chance…

ToXic sin

sitting in the tropical heat of north eastern kwa-
zulu natal with my back up against that cool papery 
trunk of the fever tree, with the hornbills calling 
above i started thinking about areas in my life that 
i try to hold onto, failing to surrender to him; sin 
that poisons my being. Dark areas deep within, that 
if not removed would fester and kill spiritually. i re-
alised that unlike the fever tree, within myself i had 
no way of isolating this toxic sin. but if not got rid of, 
it grows, causing rot and decay, slowly destroying us 
and our relationship with him.

at last i came to see my sin for what it really is:
“it wasn’t so long ago that you were mired in 

that old stagnant life of sin. You let the world, which 
doesn’t know the first thing about living, tell you 
how to live. You filled your lungs with polluted un-
belief, and then exhaled disobedience. We all did it, 
all of us doing what we felt like doing, when we felt 
like doing it, all of us in the same boat. it’s a wonder 
god didn’t lose his temper and do away with the 
whole lot of us. instead, immense in mercy and with 
an incredible love, he embraced us. he took our 
sin-dead lives and made us alive in christ. he did 
all this on his own, with no help from us! then he 
picked us up and set us down in highest heaven in 
company with Jesus, our messiah.”  (ephesians 2:1-
6 message bible.) 

 From the foundation of 
the earth God had known 
that every one of us would 

need rescuing from sin.

my thoughts wandered to grace and his atoning 
sacrifice. more than anything i want to have an inti-
mate, unimpeded relationship with him, now, with-
out the cumbersome burden of sin and the resulting 
guilt it brings. 

While these verses from 
ephesians rattled around in my 
heart and head, it was as if a 
cloud had been suddenly blown 
in front of the sun, sending a 
chill through me as i came to the 
realisation that from the founda-
tion of the earth god had known 
that every one of us would need 
rescuing from sin. he had known 
that satan would offer poison to 
the world, and that we would 
partake of it. and he knew that 
without it somehow being re-
moved, it would definitely de-
stroy us. We live in satan’s world 

which is even more toxic than the soil in which the 
fever tree can grow. We are continually surrounded 
by and absorbing his perverted ways. but god loves 
us so intensely that no matter the cost, he just had 
to remove the effects of the venom of sin. 

but don’t despair. as with the fever tree, god has 
mastered a survival strategy for us. he sent to us his 
very own ‘sacrificial limb’ (perhaps you would pre-
fer to call him your ‘sacrificial lamb’) to take onto 
himself all of our sins, and to die for us, so that we 
may be cleansed from the penalty of sin forever, al-
lowing us to embrace life eternal!

 “behold the lamb of god who takes away the 
sin of the world” (John 1:29-mkJv). What an awe-
some and loving god we serve!.

By Tim Maguire
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GIVE NOW?

Economy in Shambles,” “Un-
employment Rate Skyrock-
ets,” “Chrysler and GM 

Bankrupt,” “Retirement Savings 
Evaporate,” “Housing Prices Plum-
met.” Nearly 60 banks have failed 
this year, following the closure of 25 
banks in 2008. 

the Department of labour reports that unem-
ployment in the u.s. is 9.5 percent, and it is expect-
ed to get worse before it gets better. [ south africa’s 
unemployment figures are much higher.]

fear is causing many people to postpone retire-
ment and vacations, cancel purchases, sell assets or 
take other defensive measures. some people have 
reduced donations to their church or other charita-
ble institutions even as needs are rising. 

although some wisely reduce charitable dona-
tions out of immediate necessity or a healthy evalu-
ation of personal and family circumstances, some 
otherwise generous people reduce their charitable 
giving out of fear or uncertainty, focusing on pre-
serving all resources in case things get worse. 

Some faithfully continue to 
give even though the future 

seems uncertain, and others 
start to give for the first time. 

Yet others faithfully continue to give even though 
the future seems uncertain, some even increasing 
the amount they give, and others starting to give for 
the first time. Why do some respond to uncertain 
economic times with generosity? here are some 
possible reasons:

1. The FUTUre isn’T reallY UncerTain. 

although in times of disaster and economic up-
heaval, uncertainty is abundant, believers know that 
our salvation and our ultimate future are secure in 
christ. Jesus created us and he sustains us (colos-
sians 1:16-17). he tells us not to worry because, 

like the birds and the flowers, he will provide for our 
needs (matthew 6:25-34). 

2. oUr assignmenT hasn’T changed. 

Just before christ ascended to the father, he 
told the disciples to “go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the father 
and of the son and of the holy spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything i have commanded you. 
and surely i am with you always, to the very end of 
the age” (matthew 28:19-20). 

3. phYsical and spiriTUal needs in-
crease dUring ToUgh Times.

in periods of trial and crisis, people are more re-
ceptive to the good news of the gospel. those who 
continue giving generously know that it is important 
at such times for the church to reach out even more, 
rather than less. believers function as Jesus’ hands 
and feet in the world when they provide for those 
in need. 

4. we haVe hope To share.

When bank accounts disappear, jobs are lost 
and everything seems out of control, people natu-
rally look for answers and hope elsewhere. as be-
lievers who experience the same kinds of troubles 
as everyone around us, we are equipped to share 
christ’s love and hope as it flows through us. We 
can point the weary to christ, to the one who of-
fers willingly to carry our burdens (matthew 11:28). 
We know that his amazing grace conquers our sins, 
makes us alive in him and gives us hope, and we 
want to share with others that peace of heart and 
reassurance. 

TrUsTing JesUs

there is a time to cut back on giving in order to 
meet obligations. there is also a time to give more 
in order to help bring christ’s hope, joy and peace 
to human beings who are going through severe tri-
als. each person has to evaluate their own circum-
stances as they determine how best to respond to 
the current economic fallout. Whatever we decide, 
we can take joy in knowing that Jesus loves us and 
will never let us go, and that we have part in sharing 
his good news around the world. 

Mathew Morgan is denominational Treasurer and Secretary of the 
Board of Directors for Grace Communion International. He lives with      

his wife, 2 children and two dogs in Glendora, California.
reprinted with kind permission of christian odyssey

By Mathew Morgan
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THE POOR 
IN SPIRIT 
VICTORY IS THEIRS! -

O Lord, it’s hard to be humble, 
When you’re perfect in every way. 
I can’t wait to look in the mirror  

‘Cos I get better looking each day.

We’ve all heard one or more versions of this 
song, and found it amusing. but, as the saying goes, 
“many a true word is spoken in jest.”  We all bat-
tle with pride, from time to time. so what does the 
bible say?

“blessed are the poor in spirit,” said 
Jesus in his well-known sermon on the 
mount, “for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven” (matthew 5:3). perhaps this 
sounds like a steep requirement. after 
all, it is so much in our nature to be 
proud. We take pride in our achieve-

ments, our possessions, even our nationality! in 
fact, if we want to make it in this society, pride ap-
pears to be a pre-requisite.  but the apostle James 
says god will resist us if we harbour a proud spirit, 
but will give grace to those who are humble. (James 
4:6) how can we grow at being poor in spirit? it 
sounds like a contradiction – grow and yet become 
poor in spirit? 

let’s take a deeper look at what it means to be 
humble (poor in spirit).

Know YoUrselF

each of us is a unique creation of god. some 
of us are shy, introverted, not great conversational-
ists, while others are extrovert, love social occasions 
and enjoy conversation. but being poor in spirit has 
nothing to do with these characteristics. it’s quite 
possible to be both proud and introvert, or humble 
and extrovert. 

We can be honest about our strengths and weak-
nesses, our hidden desires, our ambitions, spiritual 
gifts and natural abilities. We can accept ourselves 
and god’s plan for our lives. this makes it easier to 
accept others.

Be YoUrselF. 

this involves yielding to the spirit and allow-
ing him to fulfil god’s will in our lives. We can use 
our strengths to overcome our weaknesses, and 
use our weaknesses to discover the mighty power 
of god. “When i am weak, then i am strong,” said 
paul. “i can do everything through him who gives 
me strength”(philippians 4:13).  in ourselves we are 
bankrupt! 

but as we grow at becoming poor in spirit, the 
evidence will show in our lives. We will be genuinely 
happy for others when they experience success and 
encourage and support them when they fail. We will 
accept our own circumstances as paul did. “i have 
learned to be content whatever the circumstances.” 
(philippians 4:11).

this doesn’t mean we cannot strive for improve-

By Dirk Smith
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ment, but that we will have the right attitude to-
wards material things. if my attitude is changed by 
things, then things are my master and not my serv-
ant. the proud person is possessed by things while 
the humble person possesses things and uses them 
for the good of others and the glory of god.

Each of us is a unique crea-
tion of God. One day we 

will have a higher position 
than the angels have now

pride in our abilities, possessions or achieve-
ments will change to gratitude toward god for his 
blessings, and a desire to use them to serve others. 

how To cUlTiVaTe The 
grace oF hUmiliTY.

When god has called us to serve in a particu-
lar way, we must place our confidence in him who 
is the author and perfector of our faith. While self-
examination can be good and helpful, we must not 
keep looking into this mirror with false humility and 

use our shortcomings as excuses.  moses tried this, 
but didn’t get away with it. it is God’s estimate of us 
that counts, not our own, or that of other people.

opporTUniTies To serVe

every opportunity for service is an opportunity to 
exercise sovereignty in christ. We reign in life by 
living to serve, to the glory of god.  it was pride 
that cost king saul his character, his crown, and ul-
timately his life. on the other hand, humility is the 
characteristic that made David a king after God’s 
own heart (acts 13:22).

as born again christians, romans 8:17 assures 
us we are heirs of god and joint heirs with christ. 
We will one day have a higher position than the an-
gels have now! (hebrews 2:7). When god called us, 
we were granted the beatitude of becoming poor 
in spirit, becoming in fact, like children.  Jesus said, 
“truly, i say to you, unless you change and become 
like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven.” (matthew 18:3) 

We are heirs of god and joint heirs of Jesus 
christ. let us strive therefore, to be poor in spirit, 
because in due time god will exalt us.

Jesus was executed as a criminal, suffering crucifix-
ion, the ultimate humiliation, both in the eyes of Jews 
and Romans. For the Jews, Deuteronomy 21:23 stat-
ed that anyone who is hung on a tree is under God’s 
curse. For the Romans, crucifixion was the death of 
slaves and rebels. 

Consequently, Jesus barely warrants mention in the 
secular history of His day. Around 116 A.D., for ex-
ample, Roman historian Cornelius Tacitus mentioned 
Jesus in book 15 of his Annals, 
in a comment about the origin of 
Christians. He wrote, 

“…Christus, from whom the 
name had its origin, 
suffered the extreme 
penalty during the 
reign of Tiberius 
at the hands of one 
of our procurators, 
Pontius Pilatus…”

There are only 
about a half dozen 

such passing historical referenc-
es to Jesus. He was hardly even a 
blip on the radar screen of secular historians. 

But belief in Jesus is not rooted in historical docu-
ments. It is rooted in an inner experience of the risen 
Christ.

Believers today have never seen Jesus, but their 
hearts have become alive with love for Him. Christ 
said in John 20:29, “Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet believe.” 

That statement applies to every Christian believer 
since the first century. They are blessed not because 
of logic, a priori arguments, or incontrovertible proofs, 
but because of the spark of eternity that God ignites in 
their hearts.

The apostle Paul put it this way in Ephesians 2:4-
10: 

“Because of his great love for us, God, who is rich 
in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were 

dead in transgressions—it is by 
grace you have been saved. And 
God raised us up with Christ and 
seated us with Him in the heav-
enly realms in Christ Jesus, in 
order that in the coming ages He 
might show the incomparable 
riches of His grace, expressed in 
His kindness to us in Christ Je-
sus. For it is by grace you have 
been saved, through faith—and 
this not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God— not by works, 
so that no one can boast. For we 
are God’s workmanship, created 

in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared 
in advance for us to do.”

We believe in the resurrection and ascension of 
Christ not because we were there to witness it, nor 
because somebody convinced us of it, but because we 
ourselves have come to know the risen Christ through 
our own inner experience. We have come to believe 
not because we saw God, but because we have experi-
enced His real presence in our hearts and minds. 

By Joseph Tkach
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The Untold Truth 
about Christmas 

One of the most wonderful 
things about Christmas is 
its global appeal, not only to 

Christians, but to non-Christians as 
well.  If you travel to China, India, 
Japan, European countries, African 
countries or any place in the world 
in the week before 25 December, you 

will be shocked to see all the 
fanfare that goes on about 
Christmas.

 if you asked the people why they are 
celebrating christmas, you will have as 
many answers as the people you ask. 
sadly, even amongst the christians, the 

answers about why the birth of Jesus matters, leave 
a lot to be desired. 

i believe that because of its wide appeal, christ-
mas affords to us christians, the most wonderful 
opportunity to preach Jesus to non-believers. the 
sad part is that we don’t know what to say when it 
comes to christmas. We are very quick to tell peo-
ple that Jesus died for them. however, the truth of 
all truths is that Jesus died for us because He was 
born for us. You see, if Jesus was not born for us, 
his death means nothing for us. the good news of 
salvation begins with Jesus, who was god, becom-
ing a human for us. 

BUT, how is This so?

first, let’s go to the beginning. We read in gen-
esis 1: 27 that “…god created man in his own 
image.” (nkJv throughout, unless indicated oth-
erwise). however, that’s not all. not only were hu-
mans created in the image of god, they were “cre-
ated in christ Jesus” (ephesians 2:10), so that “in 
him we live and move and have our being” (acts 
17:28). 

 secondly, we must take note that god created 
you and me through the one seed of adam, that is, 
we descended from him. so, when adam sinned, we 
all sinned because we were “in adam”. this is the 
point that paul makes to the romans, “When adam 
sinned, sin entered the entire human race. adam’s 
sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for 
everyone sinned.” (romans 5:12, nlt). this is not 
to say that you and i did not subsequently sin. it 
is to say, “We were born with an evil nature, and 

we were under god’s anger just like everyone else” 
(ephesians 2:3). by one man’s (adam’s) disobedi-
ence, all were made sinners. therefore, as you can 
see, the first human, adam, made us all sinners and 
brought us death, all because we were in him, and 
he was our representative when he sinned. that’s 
the bad news.

i know you are probably thinking this is so unfair.  
how can we be made sinners by the sins of one 
man? Well, you are not alone if you feel this way. 
“When we first confront the idea that we have been 
counted guilty because of adam’s sin, our tendency 
is to protest because it seems unfair. We did not ac-
tually decide to sin, did we? then how can we be 
counted guilty? is it just for god to act this way?” 
(grudem, 1994, systematic theology, p. 495). be-
fore you conclude that god is unfair, please see be-
low what god did for us through Jesus, and then 
decide if you still think he is unfair.

so, here is The good news 
aBoUT chrisTmas!

the good news is that the story of humans does 
not end with the first adam. You see, the story of hu-
mans cannot end with adam who brought sin and 
death because it did not start with him. the story of 
humans begins with god. he created us, humans, 
in his own image, and created us “in christ Jesus” 
as we saw earlier. therefore, when Jesus was born 
2000 years ago, he was born for us, as our second 
adam, that is, to do for us what the first adam failed 
to do.

again, as paul tells the romans, adam was a 
type of him who was to come, namely, Jesus (ro-
mans 5:14).  “Yes, adam’s one sin brought con-
demnation upon everyone, but christ’s one act of 
righteousness makes all people right in god’s sight 
and gives them life. because one person disobeyed 
god, many people became sinners. but because 
one other person obeyed god, many people will be 
made right in god’s sight.” (romans 5:18-19 nlt). 

here is the point i am making: by virtue of birth, 
we assumed adam’s sinful nature, and therefore live 
under condemnation. (see also psalm. 51:5, 58:3). 
however, in Jesus christ we assume a new nature, 
such that we now “share in his divine nature” (2 pe-
ter 1:4), and we are no longer condemned. there-
fore in christ Jesus we are all justified, not because 
of anything we did, but because of what Jesus, our 
representative, did (romans 8:1; 2 corinthians 
5:21; philippians 3:9). that means that the birth of 
Jesus, which we commemorate at christmas, is the 
greatest event for humanity ever. because Jesus was 
born a human, he took on our humanity, as our 

By Takalani Musekwa
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representative, just as adam was our representative 
human. everything that Jesus did, he did for us and 
on our behalf.

When Jesus lived a righteous 
life, you are counted as hav-

ing lived a righteous life

that means, when Jesus resisted temptation of 
the devil, you are counted by god as having resisted 
the temptation yourself; when Jesus lived a right-
eous life, you are counted as having lived a right-
eous life; when Jesus was crucified, you are counted 
as having been crucified with him; when he was 
resurrected, you are counted as having been res-
urrected with him; when he ascended to the right 
hand of the father, you are counted as having as-
cended to the right hand of the father with him. 
That’s the Good News of Christmas. Jesus was born 
for you, so that he could die for you. if Jesus was 
not born a human, in our place, he would not have 
been able to die for us. he was born for us, lived 
for us, died for us, resurrected for us, and is alive 
for us. that is why paul can proclaim to the gala-
tians, “…i have been crucified with christ. i myself 
no longer live, but christ lives in me. so i live my life 
in this earthly body by trusting in the son of god, 
who loved me and gave himself for me.” (galatians 
2:19b-20 nlt).

alreadY a realiTY

You have a choice. You can choose a “Do-it-
Yourself (DiY)” religion, which you and the first 
adam have already failed to achieve, and will never 
achieve. or, you can say “Yes” to Jesus who took 
your place, and experience the life he gives to you. 
this is already a reality. Jesus has already taken 

your place. You are already redeemed. You are al-
ready made right with god. Jesus told his disciples 
that one day they will “realize that i am in my father 
and you are in me and i in you.” (John 14:20, nab). 
please note that Jesus says that we will come to re-
alize or know that we are in him, and he is in us. 
this is already so, we just need to realize that. no 
human being remains separated from god except 
by choice. Jesus is in the father, we are in Jesus, 
and Jesus is in us – we are reconciled to the fa-
ther. so don’t stay away from god as if you are not 
reconciled – “be reconciled to god!” (2 corinthians 
5:20 nlt). “for since we were restored to friendship 
with god by the death of his son while we were 
still his enemies, we will certainly be delivered from 
eternal punishment by his life.” (romans 5:10 nlt)

if this is true, you may ask; why are our lives, in-
cluding those of many christians, still a mess? Well, 
that is a topic for another article. for now, have a 
merry christmas, and thank god for the birth of the 
man, Jesus! like the Wise men and the shepherds 
did 2000 years ago, may you find Jesus and pay 
homage to him this christmas.

I am amazed by the way the believers in the book 
of Acts lived their lives after Christ was taken up to 
heaven. It says in Acts 2:44 - 47, “all the believers con-
tinued together in close fellowship and shared their 
belongings with one another. They sold their property 
and distributed the money among one another; they 
met day after day as a group with humble hearts and 
joyously praising God; and God added to their group 
those who were being saved.”

The main point is this: with all their hearts they 
tried to do everything possible to be led by the Spirit. 
For us this means that if the Spirit wants us to get out 
of our comfort zones, we should do it without question 
because loving God means obeying him all the time. 
We should also always look out for one another’s in-
terests and pray for each other. We young people can-

not be walking in love if we don’t call, send text mes-
sages, or email each other just to say hi. If we fail to do 
this we are not living as the believers did back then. It 
says in Acts 4;32, “the group of believers [were] one in 
mind and heart.” They prayed together for the same 
purpose. They ate together. They laughed and cried 
together. They loved each other genuinely. They had 
fun together and went through difficulties together.

I am sure that is what God, through Jesus and by 
the Holy Spirit, wants us to do as well today. To always 
be one in mind and in heart, all for the glory of God.

So let’s be united in love in the way that Christ 
prayed to God when he said, “that they may be one 
just as you and I are one” (John 17:21).

By Caleb Makhela 

LOVE – WHAT IS IT ALL ABOUT?
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SOME THINGS DON’T CHANGE
youthtalk

Wow, growing up! It never 
seems to end. 

i remember the so-called good 
old days when i used to run around carefree, talk-
ing nonsense and having too much fun. 

my parents would lay down the law with that 
specially prepared leather or carved wood, begin-
ning each swing with a  “you must not…!” and a 
“you must never…!” Wow, was i glad when i turned 
thirteen. it was a new era, a time when the word 
adolescence meant freedom, and i was finally able 
to do as adults did - live life. my parents however 
had a completely different view. Discipline was still 
the name of the game and i was constantly being 
reminded of those good old days when life was fun. 
Despite a change in age, it is 
funny how some things do not 
change.

 in matthew 24:35, Jesus 
tells us about this very unchang-
ing state when he says “heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my 
words will never pass away.” this 
makes perfect sense because we 
are reminded in revelation 1:8 
that god is the alpha and ome-
ga, and John 1:1 tells us that the 
Word was god. this implies that 
god’s word has been, is and will 
always be constant.

 so if we look back in history, just over 3000 years 
ago, we find that the israelites entered the Desert 
of sinai. there, god descended on mount sinai 
with thunder and lightening, and spoke commands 
in a loud voice, which today are known as the ten 
commandments. the principles of these command-
ments, though ancient, still apply to us today.

BecaUse TheY loVed Us

mark 12:30 Jesus tells his disciples that the great-
est commandment is to, “love the lord your god 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind and with all your strength.” We find 
the same command being given to the israelites in 
Deuteronomy 6:5. We also find that Jesus goes on 
to tell his disciples to, “love your neighbour as your-
self.”  if we carefully read the ten commandments 
we find that these two commands spoken by Jesus 
are the basis for the ten commandments spoken 
by god. in fact in matthew 22:40 Jesus says, “all 
the law and the prophets hang on these two com-
mandments.” Jesus also lets us know that he did 
not come to abolish the law or the prophets, but he 
came rather to fulfil them (matthew 5:17).

 so whaT is The poinT oF all oF This? 

We found that in our younger days our parents 
set rules and boundaries for us. not because they 

hated us, but because they 
loved us and wanted the best 
for us. so too it is with god, 
he loves us, just like he loved 
the israelites all those thou-
sands of years ago. he gives 
us these commands not to re-
strict or punish us, but so that 
at the end of the day we be-
come better, happier people. 
in matthew 5:48 Jesus tells us 
to, “be perfect, therefore, as 
your heavenly father is per-
fect.” so therefore in our walk 
in love, let us not forget these 

commands that god summed up as love. he tells us 
in James 1:25, “but the man who looks intently into 
the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to 
do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing 
it - he will be blessed in what he does.” 

god is always there for us, and is willing to help 
us. Just like he delivered the israelites from egyp-
tian slavery, so too will he help us through whatever 
problems we face. 

By Rendani  Romano
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STICKS & 
STONES 
MAY BREAK 
MY BONES … 
but words  will 
always hurt me

A married couple who are re-
ally good friends of ours have 
two young boys. The older 

one is almost three years old and his 
younger brother is around two.

one day my wife and i went to visit them, and 
while the two women were talking i played with the 
kids. 

the game was simple; i had to roll a big exercise 
ball down the passage to where the old-
est boy was standing, at which point he 
would roll the ball back.

as the game progressed the younger 
brother also wanted to join in the fun. 
the elder brother was however not that 
pleased with the idea and as his sibling 
came close to the ball to touch it, he 

promptly pushed him. it was a very hard push and 
the youngster went flying into the wall. i responded 
by running up to him (the youngest) and picking him 
up, at which point i gave the eldest brother a smack 
on the hand and said to him, “no…you don’t do 
that to your brother.”

he paused…looked at his hand and then looked 
at me with a look that was a mixture of surprise, 
shock and horror… then he burst into tears and ran 
to his room. With that his mother came around the 
corner to enquire as to what was going on. after 
explaining the situation and checking to see that the 
younger brother was ok, everything went back to 
normal - no damage done. 

suddenly i heard the boys’ bedroom door open 
and there, standing with a defiant look on his face, 
the older brother promptly shouted at me, “You are 
not my friend anY more!”

With that, his mom and i burst out laughing – 
which was not quite the response he was looking 
for, so he stomped back into his room.

words don’T mean mUch… do TheY?

the story of the two boys gave me food for 
thought though, because i could remember a time 
in my life where the words “You are not my friend 
any more,” would have had a devastating effect on 
me. 

i remember as a child, when hurling insults at 
one another, we would inevitably end up closing our 
ears and shouting at the top of our lungs, “sticks 
and stones may break my bones, but words will 
never hurt me.” the truth however was a different 
story. the words hurt a lot. i would venture to say 
that some of the things that i have said in my life, 
and some of the things that have been said to me 
were so hurtful that if i had the choice, i would have 
opted for the broken bones, because bones heal in 
weeks, but some things once said can take years or 
decades to heal.

but what does the bible say about how we speak 
to people? is it ok just to say what you think? 

YoU cannoT separaTe whaT 
YoU saY From YoUr religion

many times in my life i have said really stupid 
things and this did not just happen before i be-
came a christian, but even happen today. for a 
long time i firmly believed that my words were 
just that - my words - and had nothing to do with 
how i felt about god or the fact that i was sup-
posed to have been a born-again christian. it 
turned out that they were not just a poor reflec-
tion on me as an individual, but unfortunately 
- because i claim to be a christian - they are a 
poor reflection on my faith. in James 1:26 we 
read, “if anyone thinks to be religious among 
you, yet does not bridle his tongue, but deceives 
his own heart, this one’s religion is vain.”

god tells us here that you cannot separate your 
religion from what you say. You might be the holiest 
person on the planet but if you do not control your 

By Shaun de Greeff
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It might be tempting to think of the “power” of the 
Holy Spirit as something we can call down from heav-
en to help us become bold, wise, healthy and wealthy. 
But we need to remember that the Holy Spirit is God, 
not a genie in a bottle to grant our every wish.

“But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Fa-
ther will send in my name, will teach you all things and 
will remind you of everything I have said to you,” Jesus 
said in John 14:26.

And in chapter 16, verses 13-14, Jesus added, 
“But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will 

guide you into all truth. He will not 
speak on his own; He 
will speak only what he 
hears, and He will tell 
you what is yet to come. 
He will bring glory to 
me by taking from what 
is mine and making it 
known to you.”

The Spirit does not 
have His own agenda, only the agen-
da of the Father and the Son, who 
sent him. That is, human redemption 
and salvation—the gospel agenda. 

The Holy Spirit is not a scene-stealer or a circus 
act. The Spirit is God, and He is God with the Father 
and the Son, not on His own, somehow acting apart 
from the Father and the Son.

Our heavenly Father is the Father of Jesus Christ, 
the Father who loved the world so much that He sent 
his Son to save the world and who, with the Son, sent 
the Holy Spirit so that He and the Son would always 
be with us and in us.

Jesus said in John 14:16-19: 
“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you an-

other Counsellor to be with you forever— the Spirit of 

truth. The world cannot accept Him, because it neither 
sees Him nor knows Him. But you know Him, for He 
lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you 
as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world 
will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because 
I live, you also will live.” 

The Holy Spirit empowers us, not for selfish, per-
son means and ends, but for God’s means and ends, 
which have to do with conforming us to the image of 
Christ, not with granting us the life-style of the rich 
and famous. 

To be baptized with the Holy Spir-
it is to be baptized into the baptism 
of Jesus Christ. It is to enter into new 
life in Christ—the life of the king-
dom of God. 

“Each one should use whatever 
gift he has received to serve others, 
faithfully administering God’s grace 
in its various forms” we’re told in 1 
Peter 4:10. 

The gifts of the Spirit, then, 
whether tongues or healing or ad-
ministration or teaching or whatever 
they might be, are for the benefit of 

the body of Christ, and not for personal acclaim or 
gain.

The Holy Spirit lives in us, unites us with the Father 
and the Son and transforms us into the image of Christ. 
He stands beside us, bringing us hope and courage, en-
durance and peace. He leads us toward Jesus, nudges 
our conscience, and reminds of the Father’s love and 
mercy. And He does it without drawing attention to 
himself.

When we truly listen to the Spirit, what we’re going 
to hear is, “Listen to Jesus.”

POWER
By Joseph Tkach

words, to other people your religion will mean noth-
ing. so if i say i am a christian and converted and 
i swear like a trooper, people won’t believe me…
even if my heart is pure.

words can Be liKe The FUse on a sTicK 
oF dYnamiTe… once liT TheY can caUse 
a hUge eXplosion

people’s words have sparked divorce, violence 
and even wars. our words carry more weight than 
we think. be careful what you say so that you don’t 
incite other people. our words are likened to fire: 
“the tongue is a small thing, but what enormous 
damage it can do. a tiny spark can set a whole for-
est on fire. it is full of wickedness that can ruin your 
whole life. it can turn the entire course of your life 
into a blazing fire of destruction, for it is set on fire 
by hell itself.” (James 3:5-6 new living translation)

iF YoU loVe YoUr liFe…Keep 
YoUr TongUe in checK 

 “for he that wants to love life and to see good 

days, let him restrain his tongue from evil, and his 
lips from speaking guile” (1 peter 3:10).

peter tells us here that our quality of life is di-
rectly related to what we say. our words affect our 
relationships. in most of the fleeting relationships 
that we have, we are not too concerned about of-
fending someone, because we might reason that 
we will never see that person again. but you never 
know what is to happen with that person you have 
just insulted. he or she could very well end up being 
your boss one day. 

With regards to our longstanding relationships -  
the things you say could very well end up being the 
deciding factor between living alone with no friends, 
or living life to the full.

so next time you feel inclined to say a few sharp 
words, or “to give as good as you get, ”remember 
this, “sticks and stones may break my bones but 
words will always hurt me.” F2F
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PRAY FOR
YOUR 
ENEMIES… 
a tall order!

One of the most surprising 
Biblical instructions for a 
new Christian is to “Love 

your enemies. Pray for those who 
persecute you” (Matthew 5:44). 

so, how exactly should we pray for our enemies?  
here are a few of king David’s prayers for his ene-
mies from the book of psalms in the message bible:

psalm 56:7. “pay them back in evil!  get angry, 
god! Down with these people!”

psalm 55:9. “come down hard, lord!  slit their 
tongues!”

psalm 58:6-9. “god, smash their teeth to bits, 
leave them toothless tigers.  let their lives be buck-
ets of spilled water – all that’s left, a damp stain in 
the sand.  let them be trampled grass worn smooth 
by the traffic.  let them dissolve into snail slime – be 
a miscarried foetus that never sees the light…”

Wow!  after prayers like that, you can see why 
god called David the equivalent of ‘a bloody man’ 
(1 chronicles 28:3).

David was in situations in which we will probably 
never find ourselves – he was unjustly outlawed with 
a band of followers who were out in the wilderness 
with him because they’d been law breakers back 
home.  We can only imagine the back-stabbing and 
manoeuvring for position that went on in his gang. 
and to top it all, the country’s king was hunting 
him down, offering a hefty bounty on his head. his 
prayers were understandable in the circumstances.

but god also called David “a man after my own 
heart” (acts 13:22).  maybe these prayers show us 
why. David was never afraid to be totally honest 
with his god – he could show him exactly what was 
going on in his thoughts and heart, without any fear 
of god’s reaction.

shoUld anYone geT awaY wiTh iT?

how about us?  When we try to pray for our en-
emies, how do we do?  our human nature believes 
that no one should get away with hurting us or our 
loved ones – a just god should surely punish?  he’s 
unfair if he doesn’t! 

Just imagine for a minute continuing down that 

road.  look at the generations of enmity between 
the catholics and protestants in ireland –– muslims 
and hindus in india, pakistan and bangladesh, all 
men and women of the same blood. also, the ongo-
ing strife between israel and the palestinians, not to 
mention the bloodbaths that have occurred on our 
own african continent.  That is where the road will 
inevitably lead us.

 Do we refuse to greet “that person” when we’re 
in the same company, pretending he doesn’t exist?  
this could be the start of that road.

perhaps we would like god  to do exactly the 
sort of thing we’ve just heard David praying for.  We 
need to take this attitude to god and tell him we 
know it’s not how  Jesus prayed on the cross. he 
said, “father, forgive them for they know not what 
they are doing.” (luke 23:34). We can ask him to 
change our heart so we can pray with Jesus’ attitude 
even if we can’t quite do it yet.

then we have to start forgiving.  it doesn’t matter 
that it’s not a perfect attitude yet – it’s going to take 
time - relying on god for change.

Why does god require this of us? We’ve heard 
the saying ‘bitterness is the poison you drink hoping 
it will kill your enemy’.  god understands that only 
too well.  

He teaches us to have what 
seems to be an impossi-

bly different attitude, pre-
cisely to save us from a life 

of strife and heartache

an impossiBlY diFFerenT aTTiTUde

he teaches us to have what seems to be an im-
possibly different attitude, precisely to save us from 
a life of strife and heartache, but he doesn’t expect 
us to do it in our own strength.

in the strength of the holy spirit we will learn 
to have Jesus’ very own attitude of graciousness. it 

By Merri Matti

continues on pg 18
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The Gospel According 
to... a Mammoth?

Ice Age 2 is a computer-animat-
ed movie about some comical 
creatures who embark on a hi-

larious journey to try to escape a dis-
astrous event.  In the story we meet a 
woolly mammoth named Ellie.

 she believes she’s a possum which is a small 
furry animal. a mammoth is a massive elephant-

like animal, but she really believes she 
is a possum! this false belief results in 
harmful actions and reactions such as 
stubbornness, fear and denial. in one 
scene she plays dead when a hawk flies 
overhead because she is afraid that it 
might snatch her and carry her away. 
another mammoth tries to explain to 
her that she’s not what she thinks she is 

but she won’t listen.   
We may laugh at her, but the truth is all of us 

are like ellie. We bring misperceptions into our lives 
about who we are.  they drive us.  they dominate 
us.  they form us. like ellie we have an identity cri-
sis. 

Who are you?  Do you know who you really are?  
how do we get a false identity?  the answers to 
these questions will help you see yourself in an as-
tounding light because you will discover your true 
identity. 

When ellie was young she was orphaned.  a fam-
ily of possums adopted her, but because they treat-
ed her like a possum she began to believe she was 
a possum. she acted and reacted like one. much of 
our identity and perception of ourselves was formed 
and programmed into our minds by people, our en-
vironment and our experiences. if they were nega-
tive they can be toxic.  shaming statements like, 
“you’re stupid,” or “you’re ugly” or “you’re a loser,” 
can become deeply embedded in our identity and 
shape a part of our self-concept and our interac-
tions with others. Defining moments like these and 
their consequences flow through countless moments 
in our lives.  You may, for example, know of a suc-
cessful person who believes he’s a failure because 
he vividly remembers hearing that from his father 
when he was young.

all haVe Been VicTimized 

even if we did not experience this kind of nega-
tive input, all of us have been victimized in some 
way by satan.  he doesn’t want us to know who we 
really are.  he is a liar and he lurks in the shadows 
of our lives whispering in our ears that we are not 
acceptable as we are, not good enough, not valu-
able.  so we have these powerful, toxic messages 
impacting our lives and if we believe them we inter-
nalise them and make them a part of our identity.  
We take these skewed beliefs into our daily lives 
and we wonder why we feel so empty, angry, sad, 
lonely and cynical. 

“If you’re serious about living this 
new resurrection life with Christ, 

act like it.  Pursue the things over 
which Christ presides.  Don’t shuf-

fle along, eyes to the ground, ab-
sorbed with the things right in front 

of you.  Look up, and be alert to 
what is going on around Christ 

– that’s where the action is.  See 
things from his perspective. Your old 

life is dead.  Your new life, which is 
your real life – even though invis-
ible to spectators – is with Christ 
in God. He is your life.”   (Colos-

sians 3:1-4  The Message Bible)

but it doesn’t have to be that way. if anyone is 
in christ, the new creation has come: the old has 
gone, the new is here! (2 corinthians 5:17)  We 
have a new identity!   We are not what we have 
thought ourselves to be.  We are what god tells us 
we are - recreated, born again, forgiven.  this is 
how we must see ourselves because this is how god 
sees us. this is good news!  this is the truth and the 
truth sets us free! 

how did this happen? in his death, resurrection 
and ascension Jesus united himself with us.  he be-

By Gordon Green
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came one of us in order to bring us to be what he is 
in himself. it is this that gives us our essential iden-
tity. We are accepted, citizens of heaven, sharers of 
the divine nature.  We are god’s dearly loved chil-
dren (1 John 3:1). Who are you?  You’re the one 
Jesus loves!  

When ellie finally realizes she’s been living a 
lie she says, “Deep down, i knew i was different.” 
how can we be who we really are?  repent. repeat. 
remember. request. repentance is not about emo-
tions but it is an act of the will. it means changing 
our mind, turning towards god and believing what 
he says.  turning to god is like opening our eyes 
and letting the light shine in so we can see the truth 
of who we really are in Jesus. “i have come as a light 
to shine in this dark world, so that all who put their 
trust in me will no longer remain in the darkness.” 
(John 12:46). this truth has always been there, but 
it was obscured by our false beliefs. repentance is 
about a radical change in seeing, of understanding 
and thinking. this is not easy to do because so much 
of our thinking and feeling and behaving arises 
from core beliefs that are so deeply entrenched in 
our minds, we aren’t even aware of them.  

repeat the characteristics of who you are to 
yourself (especially the ones that contradict your 
false beliefs): in christ i am not a failure. i am not 
a nobody. i am worthy. i am loved unconditionally.  
read through your list of affirmations out loud. take 
all the things you believe about yourself and com-
pare them to the truth god tells you about yourself 
(the first chapter of ephesians is a great place to 
start)! remind yourself often of who you really are. 
and request god to enlighten the eyes of your heart 

(ephesians 1:18) so that you can see, know and 
deeply understand who you are in Jesus.   

ellie accepts her true identity as a mammoth but 
making the transition does not happen immediately. 
it is a process. at times she finds herself acting and 
reacting from her old identity.  (she still believes she 
should travel at night because possums do)!  but 
over time she’s not only able to accept her new 
identity but actually live it.  as you begin to expose 
the lies you’ve been living and take baby steps in 
your walk with Jesus you’ll see your false identity 
for what it is.  the darkness will begin to lift as the 
holy spirit shines the light of Jesus christ into you, 
and your life will become richer, deeper and more 
beautiful and you will say, “You know what? Deep 
down i knew i was different.”

will cut right through any legalistic attitude of our 
human nature, changing our minds and enabling 
us to see our ‘enemy’ as a wilful child of god who 
is disappointing his heavenly father, but who will 
eventually ask god for exactly the same grace and 
mercy we have to ask for every day.

We will learn the truth behind “for if you forgive 
others their sins [against you], your heavenly father 
will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive oth-
ers their sins [against you], neither will your father 
forgive your sins [against him]” (matthew 6:14-15). 
and, “for with the judgement you use you will be 
judged, and with the measure you use, you will be 
measured” (matthew 7:2).

Jesus couldn’t have been clearer: “this is how i 
want you to conduct yourself in these matters. if you 
enter your place of worship and, about to make an 
offering, you suddenly remember a grudge a friend 
has against you, abandon your offering, leave im-
mediately, go to this friend and work things out 
with god.”  (matthew 5:22-24 message bible).  it is 
so important to god, he would even have us miss 
church at the weekend in order to resolve a matter 
that is hurting ourselves and others.

 “see to it that no one misses the grace of god 
and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble 
and defile many.” (hebrews.12:15).

asK god To desTroY The hUrT

With god’s help, we must work at rooting out any 
bitterness, otherwise this job of forgiving is bound to 
fail.  the second that those thoughts of revenge and 

anger come back into our minds we need to turn 
them over to god, and say a quick, simple prayer 
for the one who caused offence. “god, please for-
give me for this wrong attitude when i know venge-
ance is Yours. help [the wrongdoer’s name] to be-
come a better person.”  - something like that.  it’s a 
very strange thing – when we pray for someone, our 
attitude towards them subtly changes.

 in some circumstances it would be good to 
speak to the offender alone, and explain about the 
hurt feelings, and that we want to forgive. he might 
be completely surprised, not knowing he’d given of-
fence.  but it doesn’t matter what his response is – it 
won’t affect how god will forgive him, and might 
just be the catalyst god can use to effect a change 
in his life. 

 then, we must leave it totally in god’s hands. 
god is not asking that we now become the best of 
friends, but that we continue to pray until our feel-
ings are back to being neutral.

but what if the person is no longer contactable?  
still forgive – maybe write the facts and feelings in a 
letter, and burn it afterwards, asking god to destroy 
the hurts as the paper goes up in smoke.

We must simply choose to forgive each time hurts 
come to mind.  the root of bitterness then cannot 
take hold, and we will end up feeling the barriers to 
internal peace come tumbling down, and our ability 
to draw close to our saviour god and loving father 
getting stronger, until “the peace of god, which sur-
passes all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in christ Jesus” (philippians 4:7).

continued from pg16
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The yoke was on me
By Kerry Grubb

No—it’s neither misprint nor 
“typo.” The yoke really was 
on me. 

both of us, two students participating in an ar-
chaeological excavation at the temple mount in Jeru-
salem, had decided to cross the Judean Wilderness, 
beit hanina to Jericho along the Wadi kilt, on foot. 
Way outside the tourist box, perhaps, but, hey, you’re 
only young once!

not a lot of special gear required. temperatures of 
125° f in the shade did, however, mean we needed to 
carry water. and water is heavy to hike with.

that was my introduction to the bedouin pack. it 
was unlike anything i had seen in the West, where we 
tend to focus the entire load on our backs—then com-
pensate for it with harnesses and extra straps, et al.

the bedouin pack is simplicity itself. a variation 
on their camel saddle-bag, it’s like a colourful, thick 
goat-hair woven poncho with a hole for your head 
and large pouches front and back. When your bur-
den is distributed evenly between the pouches, you 
can carry quite heavy loads, because the pressure 
is directed evenly and vertically through the spine, 
enabling healthy, upright 
posture. no narrow straps 
biting or chafing your 
shoulders. no leaning to 
compensate for pressure 
on your back.

ingenious! nifty! Just 
what we needed: a valu-
able lesson learned from 
desert nomads.

Years later, opportunity 
came to preach to chris-
tian congregations about 
Jesus’ wonderful invita-
tion in matthew 11:28-30: 
“come to me, all you who 
are weary and burdened, 
and i will give you rest. take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me, for i am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. for my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light.”

understandably, the bedouin pack found its way 
as illustrative material into my message. after all, 
there were some valuable parallels, such as:
•	 redistributing	 one’s	 life-burden	 more	 man-

ageably by reframing our priorities to be more christ-
like. 
•	 better	preparing	for	potentially	“chafing”	sit-

uations by adopting christ-like attitudes. 
all of it grist to the mill—and i reckon i can squeeze 

as much learning content out of a metaphor as the 
next preacher. that bedouin pack served faithfully for 
35 years as a ready-to-go, familiar “chestnut” when-
ever the occasion arose—until i read a.W. tozer’s the 
pursuit of god, chapter 9: “meekness and rest.”

metaphors and analogies are wonderful—to a 
point. as a student and young minister keen to please 
the master, i had grabbed hold of a personal experi-

ence and used it in support of his teaching.
the spirit was willing; the exegesis was terrible. 

sincere as the day is long…and irrelevant to the point 
Jesus was making.

the flaw in my ready-to-go, familiar “chestnut” 
was that it left the yoke—the burden—on me…alone. 
redistributed, yes. easier, yes. better able to do my 
bit, yes. but poor exegesis and enthusiasm for a met-
aphor had left my poor bedouin pack unintention-
ally—and woefully—under-selling, and thus misrep-
resenting the extent of Jesus christ’s mediation on 
our behalf and role in our life.

We…voluntarily join with 
Him so He can bring us safely 

through the complex train-
ing-ground that is life.

the metaphor Jesus used wasn’t the bedouin pack. 
it was the Jewish cattle-yoke, to which an inexperi-
enced ox could be harnessed alongside a stronger, 

seasoned “veteran” from 
whom:
•		 it	could	learn	how	to	

fulfil its role. 
•		 its	 weakness	 could	

be compensated for by  
 the other’s greater 
strength. 
•	 it	 could	 not	 stray	 at	

a whim; the yoke would  
 keep it focused in 
the right direction. 

and, of course, there’s 
the biggie of them all: cat-
tle are given no choice. We 
are—that’s Jesus’ wonder-

ful invitation: that we take his yoke willingly—volun-
tarily join with him so he can bring us safely through 
the complex training-ground that is life. 

these are reassuring dimensions of the master’s 
role in our relationship that are not even suggested 
in my bedouin pack. in retrospect, if i had completed 
the accm (ambassador college of christian ministry) 
course on good exegesis, Jesus and the gospels, i 
would not have made that mistake. 

but i hadn’t, so i did. and so the yoke was on me…
alone. it needn’t have been, but i’d made it that way 
in sincere, well-intended ignorance.

now that it’s fixed, what we’re left with is Jesus’ 
original intent, as tozer puts it: “the needed grace 
will come as we learn that we are sharing this new 
and easy yoke with the strong son of god himself. he 
calls it ‘my yoke,’ and he walks at one end while we 
walk at the other.” 

it’s much better Jesus’ way, isn’t it? 

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey
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IS THE BIBLE  
RELIABLE?

By Johannes Maree

The Bible is a compilation of 
books divided into two dis-
tinct, but complimentary 

parts, the Old Testament (written 
approximately 1400-200BC) and 
the New Testament (written approx-
imately 60-100AD). Many people 
trust it while others mock it as fan-

tasy and unreliable. Who is 
correct? 

reliaBiliTY oF Transmission

very stringent rules were adhered to 
when old testament manuscripts were 

copied. for example, the name of god was not al-
lowed to be written with a pen newly dipped in ink, 
and scribes were not allowed to copy manuscripts 
that they were familiar with. the word scribe liter-
ally means “counter.” bernard ramm speaking of 
old testament transmission says, “Jews preserved 
it as no other manuscript has ever been preserved. 
they kept tabs on every letter, syllable, word and 
paragraph. they had special classes of men within 
their culture whose sole duty was to preserve and 
transmit these documents with practically perfect fi-
delity. Who ever counted the letters and syllables 
and words of plato or aristotle?”1,2 even the middle 
word and letter of each copied scroll was verified 
against the original and would be destroyed if a sin-
gle mistake was found.

robert Wilson writes, “the proof that the cop-
ies of the original documents have been handed 
down with substantial correctness for more than 
2000 years cannot be denied”3 atkinson, former 
under-librarian at cambridge university, said that 
the accuracy of transmission of the hebrew text 
(old testament) was little short of miraculous.4 the 
distinguished archaeologist, prof. William albright, 
said that there is no comparison to the records of 
the hebrew nation. that even the greeks, egyp-
tians, indians or chinese could not produce any-
thing comparable or as accurate.5 

manUscripT eVidence

the original manuscripts of most ancient writings 

do not exist anymore. so the copied (extant) man-
uscripts become the only source of these writings. 
scholars are satisfied that we substantially possess 
the true writings of the principal greek and roman 
writers, such as sophocles, thucydides, cicero and 
virgil. Yet this is based on a mere handful of manu-
scripts, whereas the manuscripts of the new tes-
tament are counted in their thousands.4 benjamin 
Warfield says, “if we compare the present state of 
the new testament text with that of any other an-
cient writing, we must declare it to be marvellously 
correct. such has been the care with which the new 
testament has been copied. …not only is the new 
testament unrivalled among ancient writings in the 
purity of its text as actually transmitted and kept in 
use, but also in the abundance of testimony which 
has come down to us”6 

the bible has more manuscript evidence than 
any 10 pieces of classical literature combined. there 
are over 24 000 new testament manuscripts, com-
pared to the next highest figure of 643 for Homer’s 
Iliad, or 49 for aristotle. 

the oldest known manuscripts of most of the 
greek classical authors postdate the originals by 
1000 years or more. however, the earliest new tes-
tament manuscript fragment (excluding references 
or verses found in the Dead sea scrolls) is dated 125 
aD, a gap of only 25-30 years. many important ex-
tant manuscripts are from the fourth century, which 
is only a 200-300 year gap.4 the wider the time 
gap the greater the possibility of them being unreli-
able.  sir frederic kenyon, former director of the 
british museum, says “the interval, then, between 
the dates of original composition and the earliest 
extant evidence becomes so small as to be in fact 
negligible, and the last foundation for any doubt 
that the scriptures have come down to us substan-
tially as they were written has now been removed. 
both the authenticity and the general integrity of the 
books of the new testament may be regarded as 
finally established.”7 

according to Westcott and hort, if trivialities such 
as changes of order, the insertion or omission of the 
article with proper names, etc. are set aside, then 
works still subject to doubt can hardly amount to 
more than a thousandth part of the whole new tes-
tament.8 

The dead sea scrolls

these were discovered in 1947 (and over the 20 
years following), in caves and sites near Qumran 
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and the Dead sea. these scrolls contained various 
writings of the Qumran community including full 
copies or fragments of all the books of the old tes-
tament, except esther. these scrolls date between  
70bc -200aD. prior to this the oldest known com-
plete hebrew manuscript was from 900aD, a gap 
of 1000 years between the manuscripts. Yet when 
compared, the closeness of the manuscripts was ab-
solutely astounding. for example, the isaiah copies 
of the Dead sea scrolls proved to be word for word 
identical with our standard hebrew bible in more 
than 95% of the text. the 5% variation consisted 
chiefly of differences in spelling, with no change in 
overall context.

BooKs oF The apocrYpha

these books written between 200bc and 100aD.
some of them were added to the old testament by 
the catholics, but rejected by protestants. 

the following are reasons for their exclusion 
from the bible:
•	 They	abound	in	historical	and	geographical	

inaccuracies and anachronisms.
•	 They	teach	doctrines	and	practices	contrary	

with the rest of scripture.
•	 They	resort	to	literary	types	and	display	an	

artificiality of subject matter and styling out of keep-
ing with the other books of the bible.4

early Jewish philosophers quoted prolifically 
from the old testament as inspired, but never from 
the apocrypha. many early church leaders such as 
origen and cyril of Jerusalem spoke out against the 
apocrypha. Jerome (340-420aD), translator of the 
vulgate, rejected the apocrypha as part of the bible. 
not until 1546 at the counter reformation council 
of trent, did apocryphal books receive full canonical 
status by the roman catholic church. Jesus and the 
new testament writers quoted extensively from the 
old testament, but never once from the apocrypha. 

archaeologY

archaeologist, nelson glueck, wrote, “it may be 
stated categorically that no archaeological discovery 
has ever controverted a biblical reference”9. the ar-
chaeologist, prof. William albright, states that there 
can be no doubt that archaeology has confirmed 
the substantial historicity of the old testament, and 
f.f. bruce says the same about the new testament. 
Where archaeology and the bible seem to clash, the 
issue is almost always dating.4 

the scepticism of liberal theologians is not due to 
a careful evaluation of the data, but from a predis-
position against the supernatural. sir William ram-
say, one of the greatest archaeologists ever, had this 
to say after 30 years research, “luke is a historian of 
the first rank; not merely are his statements of fact 
trustworthy … this author should be placed along 
with the very greatest of historians”10.  if one dis-
cards the bible as being unreliable, then they must 
discard almost all literature of antiquity.4 archae-
ology has produced an abundance of evidence to 
substantiate the reliability of the bible.

earlY chUrch leaders

further witness to the trustworthiness of scrip-
ture are the tens of thousands of quotations found 
throughout the writings of the early church leaders. 
some of them like ignatius (70-110aD), clement of 
rome (95aD) and polycarp (70-156aD) personally 
knew the apostles. sir David Dalrymple investigated 
the works of church leaders from the second and 
third centuries and found quotes from the entire 
new testament, except for 11 verses.11

is the bible reliable? in the words of sir frederic 
kenyon, “the christian can take the whole bible 
in his hand and say without fear or hesitation that 
he holds in it the true Word of god, handed down 
without essential loss from generation to generation 
throughout the centuries”12 

References
1. Ramm, B. 1949. Can I trust my Old Testament? The King’s  
 business, Feb.  1949.
2.  Ramm, B. 1957. Protestant Christian evidences. Moody Press, Chicago.
3.  Wilson, RD. 1959. A scientific investigation of the Old Testament.  
  Moody Press, Chicago.
4.  McDowell, J. 1998. Evidence that demands a verdict. Vol.1. Alpha, UK.
5.  Albright, WF. 1951. Old Testament and the archaeology of the ancient east.  
 In: Old Testament and modern study by HH. Rowley. Oxford University Press.
6.  Warfield, B. 1907. Introduction to textural criticism of the New Testament. 7th 
 ed. Hodder & Stoughton, London.
7.  Kenyon, F. 1940. The Bible and Archaeology. Harper & Brothers, New York.
8.  Westcott, BF & F.J.A. Hort. 1881. eds. New Testament in  
 Original Greek. vol. II. 
9.  Glueck, N. 1969. Rivers in the desert: History of Negev.  
 Jewish Pub. Soc. Of America.
10.  Ramsay, WM. 1915. The bearing of recent discovery of the trustworthiness 
 of the New Testament. Hodder & Stoughton, London.
11.  Muncaster, RO. 2000. Can you trust the Bible? Harvest House, Oregon.
12.  Kenyon, FG. 1941. Our Bible and ancient manuscripts.  
 Harper & Brothers, New York.

F2F

N o v e m b e r / D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 9  | F a c e  t o  F a c e  M a g a z i n e 2 1



In Paul’s last letter to his favorite 
assistant, he warns Timothy 
about the opposition that Timo-

thy will face, and encourages him to 
continue what he already knows is 
true.

liVing in TerriBle Times (Verses 1-5)

this chapter begins with a warning: 
But mark this: There will be terri-
ble times in the last days. many Jews 
speculated about what the future held, 
and many predicted that society would 
reach its worst point just before god in-
tervened to straighten everything out. as 
verse 5 makes clear, paul is saying that 
the “last days” are already under way 

(see also acts 2:16-17 and hebrews 1:2).
but that was almost 1,950 years ago. how could 

the first century be the “last days”? either paul was 
mistaken as to how soon christ would return, or 

else we are mistaken in how 
paul is using the language of 
prophecy. or both. 

it is a mistake for us to 
look at paul’s description, see 
it happening around us, and 
conclude that christ will soon 
return. We live in the last days, 
yes, but so did paul. if christ’s 
return could be 2,000 years 
away from paul, it might be for 
us, too. it could be very soon, 
but it might not, and current 
events do not prove it one way 
or the other.

let’s look at paul’s descrip-
tion: people will be lov-
ers of themselves, lovers 
of money, boastful, proud, 
abusive, disobedient to 
their parents, ungrateful, 
unholy, without love, unfor-
giving, slanderous, without 
self-control, brutal, not lov-
ers of the good, treacher-
ous, rash, conceited, lovers 
of pleasure rather than lov-
ers of god—having a form 
of godliness but denying its 
power. 

missing from this list is tor-
ture, murder and genocide; 
the list seems a bit tame in 
comparison to atrocities that 
also existed in the ancient 
world. paul is not describ-
ing the worst of all possible 
worlds—he is describing tim-
othy’s opponents: people who 
might look like they are godly, 
but who are actually rejecting 
the gospel. 

paul does not say here 
what his opponents taught, but other ancient writ-
ings help us make an educated guess. many greeks 
thought that spirit is good and matter is bad, so a 
good god did not create the physical world. rather, 
he created a lesser god, who created a yet lesser 
god, who created another, who created another, 
etc., in a long series of gradually less-good gods, 
one of whom was finally so far removed from per-
fection that he created the physical world, and hu-
man souls somehow got trapped in physical bodies.

salvation was seen as the process of escaping 
matter, and it required a person to learn the geneal-
ogy of the gods and the way to navigate up through 
these levels in order to reach the original perfec-
tion. there was no evidence for these speculations, 
but they were attractive to some christians in the 
first and second centuries. paul’s advice was simple: 
have nothing to do with them.

TrUTh will preVail (Verses 6-9)

paul describes the result such people were hav-
ing in the early church: They are the kind who 
worm their way into homes and gain control 
over weak-willed women, who are loaded 
down with sins and are swayed by all kinds of 
evil desires, always learning but never able to 

Staying on 
Track When 

Others Are Not 
- A study of 2 Timothy 3 -

By Michael Morrison
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acknowledge the truth. 
these smooth-talking salesmen were able to 

convince some women (sections of 1 timothy seem 
to address the same problem), and even though the 
women learned all sorts of secret “knowledge,” they 
never really learned anything useful. their anxiety 
about their sins and desires made them easy prey 
for a philosophy that offered a way for them to work 
their way out of the problem. the real truth is much 
simpler: christ has done it for us; we do not need 
to be burdened with guilt or enslaved to our own 
desires.

paul compares them to egyptian magicians: Just 
as Jannes and Jambres opposed moses, so also 
these men oppose the truth—men of depraved 
minds, who, as far as the faith is concerned, 
are rejected. “rejected” is too strong a translation; 
the greek word adokimos may also mean “incor-
rect” or “unapproved.” god has not totally rejected 
them, but we should reject them as far as the faith is 
concerned, that is, we reject what they teach.

But they will not get very far, paul concludes, 
because, as in the case of those men (i.e., Jannes 
and Jambres), their folly will be clear to every-
one. paul does not tell us when or how (indeed, 
he says in verse 13 that the deceivers will soon get 
worse). his purpose is not to make a specific predic-
tion, but to encourage timothy to stick to the truth 
because eventually everyone will see that timothy’s 
opponents are wrong.

sTaYing on TracK (Verses 10-14) 

paul reminds timothy that he has a firm founda-
tion: You, however, know all about my teach-
ing, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, 
love… timothy has heard the arguments, but paul 
does not point him there. rather, he points to the 
way in which paul lived out the truth of the gospel. 
paul’s own steadfastness is an important testimony 
to the validity of the message.

not only did paul have desirable qualities, he 
also had some undesirable experiences. timothy 
knew about these, too: endurance, persecutions, 
sufferings—what kinds of things happened to 
me in antioch, iconium and lystra, the perse-
cutions i endured (see acts 13-14). Yet the lord 
rescued me from all of them. paul writes this 
from prison, and expects death, so he knows that 
the lord does not rescue his people from all situ-
ations. the point is that he can, and often has, so 
timothy can be confident that the lord will take care 
of him.

timothy will experience some trouble, too: in 
fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life 
in christ Jesus will be persecuted. indeed, it 
will sometimes look like the bad guys are winning: 
while evil men and impostors will go from bad 
to worse, deceiving and being deceived. paul’s 
purpose here is not to make specific predictions—
the purpose of this “battle rhetoric” is to steel timo-

thy for the hardships that will come. if he expects the 
worst, nothing will catch him off guard.

But as for you, continue in what you have 
learned and have become convinced of, be-
cause you know those from whom you learned 
it. elsewhere, paul tells timothy to keep the faith 
because it is true—but here he tells him to perse-
vere because he knows the people who taught him. 
some of the strongest evidence for the gospel is the 
example set by people who taught timothy, espe-
cially paul. if paul can be faithful through persecu-
tions and problems, timothy can be, too.

The wriTTen word (Verses 15-17)

timothy has another reason to be faithful: from 
infancy you have known the holy scriptures—
which for timothy would be the old testament—
which are able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in christ Jesus. paul does not say 
how the old testament informs people about Jesus, 
but the book of acts and several of paul’s letters 
provide more than a hundred examples of how paul 
used scripture. the old testament describes our 
need for a savior, predicts salvation through a suf-
fering servant, and teaches that god is completely 
trustworthy.

all scripture is god-breathed, paul says. he 
does not say which books are in scripture; nor does 
he specify how god breathed these writings. in con-
text, paul is talking about the old testament rather 
than the new, but the early church said the new 
testament writings are inspired scripture, just as the 
older writings are.

the important thing about inspiration is not the 
precise method used, but the purpose: it is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and train-
ing in righteousness, so that the man of god 
may be thoroughly equipped for every good 
work. scripture is not designed to teach us gram-
mar, geography, math or science. it has a more 
practical purpose: telling us about salvation through 
christ, and after that, how we should live. We fo-
cus on those, rather than on speculations about  
the future. 

reprinted with kind permission of christian odyssey

The Greeks had a Word for it : 

Theopneustos is a combination of theos, meaning 
God, and       , meaning “to breathe or blow.” An-
cient Greek writers used this word to describe wisdom, 
dreams or speech that came from the gods. In the New 

Testament, it is used only in 2 Timothy 3:16, where 
the focus is on the usefulness of the inspired writings, 
and not on the precise means by which God caused his 
message to be written.

Taking it personally
•	 Is	humanity	more	sinful	to	

	 day	than	it	was	a	century	ago?	

•	 Why	did	the	ancient	deceivers	

	 target	women	in	particular?	

•	 Am	I	loyal	to	the	people	from	whom	

	 I	learned	the	truth?	

•	 Does	the	Old	Testament	teach	me	

	 about	salvation	through	Christ?
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what our rEadErs say

“i have deposited r240 into 
your bank account, being a sub-

scription to face to face plus a 
donation for your organization. 

thank you so much for the free 
copy of your magazine. i found the 

articles make one think in a new way 
about scripture. i was particularly im-

pressed with the article You’re a player, 
not a supporter. the verse “truly our 
fellowship is with the father and his 

son Jesus christ (1 John 1:3), take on 
a mind boggling revelation about the 
plan almighty god has for each of us.

however, ageing eyes find 
it difficult to read what is print-

ed on a dark background.”

A.R, Johannesburg

thank you. We will keep the 
problem of a dark background in 
mind as we publish future issues.

“i have been a longstanding mem-
ber of the Worldwide church of god 

with many years in Durban, and i must 
say, the church magazine has become 

better and better over the decades! 

i would like to mention one article 
in the July/august 2009 issue of face 

to face which has really impressed and 
helped me greatly. this is, Will the real 

Jesus please stand up? never have i 
seen a picture of Jesus joyfully laugh-

ing. this drawing will lie open in my 
desk until the deeply engraved wrong 

picture of a never smiling, always 
serious saviour will step deep into the 
background. i would like to thank the 
author, shaun de greeff, for tackling 

this issue. he did a very good job! We 
really need many more joyfully laugh-

ing Jesus pictures to blot out the wrong 
image we still carry in ourselves.

may god continue to bless 
your work abundantly.”

in christian love,

I.O, Switzerland

“i have been listening to your 
program on radio ccfm, and have 

been blessed immensely. i would like 
to receive the Face to Face magazine.”

precious ndlovu, bellville

“ i really enjoy reading your maga-
zine and have shared many of the 

interesting, uplifting and encouraging 
articles in Face to Face with family and 

friends, and even work colleagues. it 
enables me to help others understand 

some of the questions they always ask. 

i particularly enjoyed the arti-
cle Can you hear the Holy Spirit? 

(may/June 2009) which has made 
me realize in so many ways how 

god has worked with me along the 
path of my life. i feel i have gained 

a better understanding and more 
wisdom on this inspiring topic.

Your magazine looks good, reads 
well, and i always look forward to 

receiving the next interesting issue.

keep up the good work 
for our loving god.”

L.A, Tableview

Listen to us on other radio stations:
Radio Lotus FM 87.7 – 106.8  (Most of KZN, Gauteng, P.E and Cape Town)
5 minute slot every Sunday @ 5.55am
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Half hour slot every Sunday starting 2pm 

Radio Pulpit  AM 657 kHz (throughout SA on AM frequency) 5 min slot 
every Monday @ 6:40am and Friday @ 6.20 am. 

CCFM 107.5 FM (The Greater Cape Town area from Melkbosstrand to 
Durbanville to Stellenbosch to Gordon’s bay from Muizenberg) 5 min slot 
every Sunday @ 4:30 am and 7:15pm

Ambassador College of Christian Ministry 
Online Learning : www.ambascol.org
Equipping men and women for more ef-
fective and informed service in the work of 
the gospel.

ACCM’s flexible learning site provides prac-
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stimulating Christian studies through both 
credit and audit programs.
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