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WHERE WAS GOD?

 
If God loves people why 
does he wipe them out?

tHROuGH SAcRificE

 
What is the cost of  
your Bible?

If that is how  
Christians act,  
then  I don’t  
want to be 
one ...13



If you talk to 10 people on the street, you will likely 
find 10 different opinions about who God is, what 
God is like, how God deals with humans and what 
God expects of us. 

Surveys have shown that even among Christians, 
ideas about Jesus, grace, sin, forgiveness, faith, repent-
ance, obedience, etc., vary widely. How much more do 
ideas about Jesus vary among non-Christians?

Suppose I approach a stranger in a coffee shop and 
ask him if he knows Jesus. What comes into his mind? 
Is his idea of Jesus that of a melancholy-eyed weakling 
as Jesus has often been depicted in art? 

When he was young did the stranger’s 
parents tell him that Jesus hated jazz, 
cards, beer and Catholics? Maybe his 
neighbors are Christians who won’t let 
their kids play with his kids.

With that background, how would 
this stranger be inclined to feel about my 
question, and about me? He would prob-

ably be annoyed, and his already negative impression 
of Christians and of Christ would be substantiated. 

And all because I assumed that God doesn’t really 
care how we spread the gospel, as long as we do it.

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 points out that there is a time for 
everything, a season for every activity under heaven. 
Among these are a time to plant and a time to harvest 
and a time to be quiet and a time to speak up. 

Francis of Assisi once said that we should always 
preach the gospel and if necessary, use words. People 
are not attracted to uninvited strangers who invade 
their space, but to those who have proven they care, 

people whose 
lives reflect the 
love of God.

In Colossians 
4:5-6, the apostle 
Paul wrote, “Be 
wise in the way 
you act toward 
outsiders; make 
the most of every 
opportunity. Let 
your conversation 
be always full of 
grace, seasoned 
with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.” 

When a person is curious about our Christian hope 
because we live as though Christ is the Lord of our life, 
then that person has a more accurate perspective of 
Jesus because he or she has seen Jesus in us. 

The apostle Peter wrote in 1 Peter 4:10: “God has 
given gifts to each of you from his great variety of spir-
itual gifts. Manage them well so that God’s generosity 
can flow through you.” 

God has richly blessed us with active parts in his 
work of building up the body of Christ, the church, 
and reaching out with the gospel to nonbelievers. The 
greatest tool he has given us is his own life, ministered 
to us by the Holy Spirit and reflected in the way we live. 

It is Christ in us being reflected to others with 
his grace and kindness that makes our witness to the 
gospel attractive.

EvangElism 
by Joseph Tkach

Editorial

It’s an exciting time to live in South Africa with 
the 2010 Soccer World Cup upon us. The calls of 
vuvuzelas fill the air and one can’t help but be 
drawn into the festivities surrounding the event.

 For many months there has been much specula-
tion as to how South Africa will be perceived by the 
rest of the world. It has been interesting to watch 
as local municipalities and government have been 
working to ‘get their house in order’ in time for this 
huge international event.  

How do we, as South Africans welcome our visi-
tors and represent our country?  Every 
soccer fan from every country knows that 
we are the hosts for this event, and the 
eyes of the world are on us! Every action 
made and statement uttered by those 
representing us is closely scrutinised as 
many critics would love to find fault.

But this has brought to my mind an even more 
important question and speculation. How am I 

as a Christian 
perceived by 
those around 
me? Do I faith-
fully represent 
God and his way 
of life? Am I an 
ambassador for 
Jesus Christ? Am 
I led by the Holy 
Spirit? Friends 
and family know 
I proclaim to be 
Christian, but am I recognised as one of his disciples 
by the love I show others, by my actions and my 
words? I hope so!

As a team, we have prepared a veritable feast for 
you in this issue, with articles to help us grow in our 
Christian walk, as we strive to be more like Him.

By Tim Maguire
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If God loves people, why does he 
wipe them out? We inevitably 
ask that after a disaster. Like 

when the devastating Indian Ocean 
tsunami on the day after Christmas 
in 2004 shook the faith of religious 
people the world over. What kind of 
God would kill 200,000 people in a 

single stroke? 
And now the 

disastrous earth-
quake in Haiti on 
January 12, 2010, 
along with its crip-
pling aftershocks, 
raises the question 

again. Where was God when 
tens of thousands were being 
crushed, maimed and trapped 
in rubble until they died of thirst 
or starvation if not their injuries? 
If God is all powerful, surely he 
could have stopped it. So why 
didn’t he? 

WHO’S tO BLAME?

"God didn’t do it; he just 
allowed it," some say. Maybe 
they think that’s a good defence. 
I don’t, and I doubt you do. Allowing something 
that you could stop is not much better than doing 
it yourself.

When something bad happens, we want someone 
to blame. When the bad thing is a natural disaster, 
there’s no one left to blame but God. Earthquakes, 
hurricanes, tornadoes, tidal waves, lightning strikes. 
The insurance companies call them "acts of God." 
Nobody is to blame—nobody except God, that is. 

The Indian Ocean tsunami of 2004 and the 
Haitian earthquake are just recent examples in a 
long line of history’s mind-numbing natural disas-
ters. Looking back, more than 3.5 million died in 
the North Korean floods and famine of 1995-98. 
More than 900,000 died in the Ethiopian famine of 
1984. Two hundred forty-two thousand died in the 
Tangshan, China, earthquake of 1976. The Ethio-
pian famine of 1974 claimed 200,000. 

The Bangladesh sea flood of 1970 took 

200,000-500,000. China’s famine of 1960 took 
20 million. One million died in the flu pandemic of 
1957, and up to 100 million died in the flu pandemic 
of 1918. Earthquakes in Nansan, China, in 1927 
and in Gansu, China, in 1933 killed 200,000 each. 
Up to one million died in Huayan Kou, China, in the 
Yangtse Kiang flooding of 1887. 

The French smallpox epidemic in 1870-71 killed 
500,000. One million died from the Irish famine of 
1845. The Iran earthquake of 1780 killed 200,000. 
Ten million died in the Bengal, India, famine of 
1769. The Shensi, China, earthquake of 1556 
claimed 800,000. And the black plague of Europe 

and Asia in 1346-42 took 
25 million lives.

People ask, why does 
a loving God let such 
astounding mayhem 
happen? 

I have another ques-
tion. Why does God let 
anyone die?

Not long ago, I 
attended the funeral 
of a woman who was 
celebrated for her many 
personal ministries of 
love. She died of cancer, 
and her suffering was 
nothing short of horrible. 
A friend’s teenage 
daughter died in a fiery 
car crash on slick winter 
roads. She was on break 
from a Christian college, 

and her suffering and the grief of her parents, 
relatives and friends was every bit as real as the 
suffering and grief of any individual who died in a 
tornado, a tsunami or an earthquake. 

When something bad happens, 
we want someone to blame.

Why did God let Grandma die? "She was old," 
someone might say. "It’s the natural way of things. 
We grow old and die." 

Yes, it is the natural way of things. Bodies wear out. 
Plaque builds up in arteries, and if enough builds 
up, it cuts off the blood flow and causes strokes or 
heart attacks. Sometimes cells get mixed up and 
go crazy, becoming cancer cells and disrupting the 
tissues and organs around them. Over time bones 

by J. Michael Feazell
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lose their density and an accidental fall can break a 
hip. Joints lose their elasticity. Eyes lose their sharp-
ness. 

The ground erodes too, and the earth’s crust shifts. 
Water evaporates. Rain falls. Rivers rise. Winds blow. 
Even healthy people and young people can get hit 
by falling rocks or flying debris. People get caught 
in flash floods, mudslides and collapsed mineshafts. 

People fall off roofs, out of windows and off scaf-
foldings. Sometimes it happens when they are doing 
humanitarian work, trying to help or save someone 
else. And God, far, far more often than not, sits by 
and watches it happen without lifting a finger to 
stop it. 

When someone we love grows old and dies of 
"natural causes" we accept it as the way God has 
designed the creation—there’s a time to be born 
and a time to die.

But when someone we love dies before growing 
old, we ask, "Why would God allow this to happen?"

NOt AN AutOMAtON cREAtiON

No doubt, God could have made the universe in 
such a way that nothing ever went wrong. But he 
didn’t. He created a world that is free to be itself—
and to express its identity in continually fresh and 
creative ways. 
For some reason, 
he thinks that is 
good.

Maybe that’s 
because it takes 
such a world, a 
wild and free 
world, to be the 
breeding ground 
for things God 
values in human 
beings—things 
like courage, 
devotion, loyalty, 
s e l f - s a c r i f i c e , 
kindness, gener-
osity, hope, trust. 
By anybody’s 
reckoning these 
are a few of the 
noblest features of 
humanity. Would 
such qualities exist in a world without risk, danger, 
calamity—and death? 

And where would love be in such a world? Love 
isn’t just a matter of getting along. Love is made 
real in the crucible of suffering, of self-sacrifice, of 
loyalty and devotion against the odds. 

"Oh really," someone might say. "If God thinks that 
is so great, why doesn’t he just come down here 
and go through what we go through in his so-called 
good creation?" Well, that’s just what Christians 
believe he did. And just like death happens to 
every one of us, he died. But Christians believe that 
his death changed death itself. He made death a 
pathway to resurrection, to new life, to a new crea-
tion in which "there is no more death or mourning 
or crying or pain." 

As much as we hate to admit it and hate to talk 
about it and throw stones at those who do, we 

all die. We all die of something. Whether we die 
of "natural causes" or of "natural disasters" makes 
little difference in the end. Either way, we die, and 
nothing will stop it, regardless of how kind we are 
or how mean we are or how smart, careful or wise 
we are. But the good news is, regardless of how or 
when we die, Jesus resurrects the dead.

God could stop all natural movement of earth, 
air and water. He could stop humans from making 
mistakes, making unwise decisions, being selfish, 
or stubborn or rude. God could have made a 
"Stepford Wives" style creation in which everything 
worked automatically. But he didn’t. God created a 
world in which something far more valuable than 
long physical life could exist. He made a world in 
which love can exist and grow. In love, humans pull 
together and respond to suffering and calamity. In 
love, humans forgive one another, help one another, 
encourage one another and stand by one another. 

GOD SuffERS WitH uS

God is not a stranger to human suffering. Chris-
tians believe that God became a man, suffered as a 
human and died as a human, and because of that, 
humanity itself has been taken up into God’s own 
being. In Jesus Christ, God in the flesh, humanity’s 
cause is now God’s cause. When we suffer, God 

suffers with us.
God loved the 

world so much, 
John the Gospel 
writer recorded, 
that God gave his 
Son that whoever 
believes in him 
would have new 
life. God sent his 
Son to save the 
world, he added, 
not to condemn it 
(see John 3:16-17).

Death is part 
of life, and every 
person who lives 
will also die. Even 
you and even me. 
But death is not 
the end of the 
story of our lives. 

God did not make human beings merely for this 
life of suffering and grief—he made us for his new 
creation of fulfillment and joy. The lives cut short 
now, deprived now, stifled now, cheated now, will 
find their fulfillment in the life of the new creation. 
This is the Christian hope, and Christians hold this 
hope in faith—faith that God who freely took up our 
human cause as his own, even to the point of dying 
like a criminal as one of us, is true to his word. Every 
person who dies will also live.

In this hope and in this love, we extend compas-
sion and help to others. As we do, we experience 
the deepest riches of true life, riches that are unseen 
but more real than physical security and safety. Love 
truly does "make the world go round." 

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey

A typical street scene in Gonaives Haiti - more than three 
weeks after Hurricane Ike struck the city

www.bigstockphoto.com
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I marvel when I see my daughters 
work with their children. Once, 
when Sherisa instructed her son 

to do a certain task, he balked and 
told her he didn’t want to. 

She didn’t get upset like I probably would have. 
She just calmly and sweetly replied, "That’s too bad. 
Life is full of things you will have to do that you don’t 
want to do, but you will have to do them anyway." 
What a wonderful way to weave a life lesson into an 
everyday occurrence!

Do it anyway! What a concept! The Bible is full 
of instructions that I would rather not do. I struggle 
with all those "love one another" scriptures. I struggle 
with loving my neighbor as myself (Mark 12:31), 
loving my enemies (Matthew 5:43, 44), and even 
sometimes loving those closest to me (Ephesians 
5:25). 

cLEAR BiBLicAL iNStRuctiON

It’s hard to love people who are self-centered, 
unappreciative and unreasonable. It’s hard to love 
people who don’t love you back. It’s hard to love 
someone who is irrational, illogical or selfish. It’s 
hard to love those who verbally attack you, put you 
down or spread unfounded rumours about you. 
However, the biblical instruction seems clear—love 
them anyway. 

The "love chapter," 1 Corinthians 13, describes 
love as patient, kind, not envious, believing the best, 
enduring, not resentful, and so on. It doesn’t say 

that love condones and accepts everything others 
do. Nor does it say that love lets people run rough-
shod over it, nor that it gives them everything they 
want. Love is not gullible. 

At times, in other words, love is more of a choice 
than it is an emotion. 

Nowhere is this more evident than with the sacri-
fice Jesus Christ made for us. God so loved the world 
that he gave his Son for us (John 3:16-17). Jesus so 
loved the world that he gave himself for us (John 
10:18). His motive was love. But those he loved 
rejected him and killed him. 

Was it easy for him? He said, "My Father, if it is 
possible, let this cup pass from me …" (Luke 22:42). 
It was an agonizing choice. Luke 22:44 says, "And 
being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly and his 
sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground." 
It was agonizing, but he did it anyway. He loved us 
in spite of our selfishness, our lack of appreciation 
and our rejection.

We’re unworthy of such love. But Jesus did it 
anyway—for you and for me. I’m so glad he did. 

But he didn’t just die for us; he rose for us, 
ascended for us, and through the Holy Spirit, he 
lives in us. And that makes all the difference.

It’s still hard for us to love people who don’t 
love us back, who are hurtful, unkind or cruel. But 
because Jesus in us does it anyway, we can, with 
him, do it anyway, too.

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey. 

Do it anyway

by Barbara Dahlgren
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Love   is sometimes more of 
a choice than an emotion
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It was Shakespeare who wrote 
“All the world's a stage” (in the 
play “As you like it”). All of us 

are “merely players,” he wrote. 
The more I reflect on his words, and on the 

Word of God, the more I realize he may have had 
a point. We all seem to act out our lives 
according to a script in our 

heads. The 
script is 
unfortunately 
open ended. 
Anybody we 
meet writes 
a portion of 
the script 
for us to act. 

Whether it is teachers 
in school who tell us 
we will not amount to 
anything or our royal 
parents who tell us we 
are born to be kings, 
the effect is the same. 
If we believe the script, 
we start acting it out, 
for better or for worse.

Sadly though, our 
lives are real. The 
pain and tears we 
shed are not the 
tears of an actor on 
stage. They are real 
tears. The pain is 
real. We may pinch 
ourselves to see if we are having a 
nightmare or not, and more often than not we are 
faced with the grim reality that it is all real. Our lives 
are not a movie script where the beautiful Charlize 
Theron can turn herself into an ugly Monster for a 
moment. It is all so real, or so it seems!

uNDERStANDiNG tHE ScRiPt

The original script for our lives was penned by 
God himself. In Genesis 1:26, we read : “Then God 
said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be 
like us.” According to this passage, we were created 
in the image of the One who created us, to be like 
him. When Will Smith was asked to act in the movie 
Ali, he spent hours in the gym to become not only 
like a boxer, but like Muhammad Ali. One Australian 
remarked after seeing the movie, “He was fantastic 
in the role of Muhammad Ali. The work that he 

must have had to put in to become 'Ali' would have 
been so grueling. I remember reading that Smith 
had to go through heavy amounts of boxing and 
weight training, to feel like a boxer, and then also 
look at Ali as a youngster from footage, and then 
become him. That he did, in the way only Will Smith 
can. He was so good that the academy saw the role 
to be worthy of an academy award nomination. It 
was a shame that he did not win it.” If you have 
seen the movie, you may concur with this Australian 

moviegoer. 
You see, once 

you understand 
the script, you 
can do what you 
need to do to act 
it out convincingly. 
Unfortunately, the 
human script started 
off badly. Somebody 
came and changed 
the script. We have 
just read in Genesis 1 
that we were created in 
the image of God, to be 
like him. It was not long 
after that, that another 
actor entered the stage, 
and changed the script. 
He said to (m)adam Eve, 

“For God knows that in the 
day you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.” (Genesis 
3:5)

tHE BiGGESt LiE EVER

What was the lie that Eve 
was told? We often say that the lie was that the 
devil said “You will not surely die.” I have spent a 
lot of time recently reading Genesis and the story 
of Adam. I think this was a decoy. The real lie, the 
biggest lie, the lie of all ages, the lie of lies, by the 
father of lies himself, was this: “For God knows that 
in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God”. You see, humans were made 
in the image of God, to be like God. They were 
already like God. It was when they ate of the fruit 
of that tree that they became unlike God. The devil 
knew they were like God. However, he knew that if 
only he could make them believe they are not like 
God, he could change the whole script for humans. 
And sadly, he did exactly that. Humans were created 
with a built-in moral guide. They did not need to eat 

What is your image?
by Takalani Musekwa

www.bigstockphoto.com
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of the tree of knowledge of good and evil to know 
what is good and what is evil. “They show that in 
their hearts they know what is right and wrong, just 
as the law commands. And they show this by their 
consciences. Sometimes their thoughts tell them they 
did wrong, and sometimes their thoughts tell them 
they did right” (Romans 2:15 NCV).

From that day onwards, we 
became unlike God. We could 
no longer relate to God because 
we were no longer like him. 
Humans have been trying to 
become like God again since 
then. Unfortunately we did not 
create ourselves, so we can’t fix 
ourselves. When a piece of the 
ear falls off from the statue, the 
statue can’t pick it up and stick 
it back on. The sculptor must 
do that. So it is with us. We are 
like clay in the hands of God. 
He is the one who fashioned 
us in his image in the begin-
ning, and he is the one who 
can fix us. 

He sent Jesus to come fix 
us up, the same Jesus who 
fixed the ear of the high priest’s slave 
(Luke 22:50-51)

So, how is God fixing us up? He is fixing us by 
showing us the image of him who he created us to 
be like, himself. To show us the image, he sent Jesus 
Christ, who “is the visible image of the invisible God” 
(Colossians 1:15). He “radiates God’s own glory and 
expresses the very character of God…”(Hebrews 
1:3). So Jesus, who was God, in whose image we 
were created, came as a human, in our form, to 
reveal God to us.

He sent Jesus to come fix us up, 
the same Jesus who fixed the 
ear of the high priest’s slave. 

However, the devil is not finished with us, 
although God is finished with him (John  19:30). 
He is still using the same lies he used with our 
ancestor parents, Adam and Eve. His agenda is still 
to deceive us into believing that we are not like God. 
Paul puts it well in 2 Corinthians 4:4: “In their case 
the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of 
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image 
of God.” Although Paul is talking about unbelievers, 
some believers still do not believe that in Jesus 
Christ we have been restored into the image of the 
heavenly man (1 Corinthians 15:48).

BEiNG tRANSfORMED

In Jesus Christ humans have been made right 
with God, our image has been restored. Humans 
now share in the image of the son of God. We do 
not need to do anything to achieve that. We do not 
need to eat the sweet fruit of religion to become 
like God. We are already like God. Individually, 

we are being transformed into the original glory. 
Paul puts it this way: “But we all, 
with unveiled face, beholding 
as in a mirror the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into 
the same image from glory to 
glory, just as by the Spirit of the 
Lord (2 Corinthians 3:18).” So 
by the Spirit of God in us, God is 
changing us from the inside out 
into the glorious image of his son.

Now, because we have been 
restored into the original image in 
and through Jesus Christ, we must 
take James’ words to heart. “So 
don’t be misled, my dear brothers 
and sisters. Whatever is good and 
perfect comes down to us from 
God our Father, who created all the 
lights in the heavens... He chose to 
give birth to us by giving us his true 

word. And we, out of all creation, became his prized 
possession… For if you listen to the word and don’t 
obey, it is like glancing at your face in a mirror. You 
see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look 
like (James 1:16-18, 23-24).” 

Don’t miss the point James is making. The word 
of God already tells us we have been saved. We are 
a new creation (2. Corinthians. 5:17). We have died 
to sin, and should no longer live in it (Romans 6:2). 

“…We are God’s masterpiece. He has created us 
anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things 
he planned for us long ago (Ephesians 2:10).” 

So when we look in the mirror and see the 
masterpiece that God has created anew in Christ, 
we cannot walk away and forget what the master-
piece looks like. If we do, we are like a man who, 
once he has dressed up, stands in front of the mirror 
and sees how beautiful and clean he looks, ready 
to attend the wedding. But then, he forgets what 
he looked like. He walks into his garage, slides 
under the car, starts fixing his car, wiping the oil and 
grease on his white suit. How absurd! How sad!

Do not believe the lie, any more! The original 
script is: You are the son or daughter of the living 
God. He has created you anew in Christ. You are 
a new creation. Next time you look into the mirror, 
see God’s masterpiece, created anew in Christ, and 
walk out there and act like it. You have an image to 
uphold!
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We all have a story. I have 
one, you have one. Some-
times the stories of our 

lives are full of beautiful and bright 
colours. Other times they are cold 
and dull grey. Whichever way, they 
are ours and ours alone. 

A famous author, I believe it was 
Ernest Hemmingway, was once in 
conversation with a group of friends. 
The topic of stories came up and one 
of his friends asked Hemmingway what 
would be the least number of words a 
person could use to write a complete 
story. 

I have yet to see a film where 
the main character just leads 

a peaceful, mundane life, with 
no challenges or trials.

Hemmingway said he would give it some thought 
and after a time came back with an answer. “Six 
words”, he said, “the least number of words it would 
take to write a complete story would be six words”. 
This was the complete story he had written:

For sale. Baby clothes. Never used.
If you think about this story it has all the elements 

of a complete story. Read it a few times and you 
start to see the people in the story. The expectation 
of something beautiful to come. Then some or other 
tragedy, some loss, a lot of pain. People trying to 
come to grips with emptiness and grief. Maybe only 
years later, building up the courage to move on and 
with great sadness selling the unused baby clothes. 
As much as I was intrigued by the story I did not 
enjoy it; it’s too sad. I don’t particularly like stories 
with sad endings. This got me thinking. Could I 
come up with a complete story in fewer than six 
words, but that was happy and not sad? 

WiNNiNG iN tHE END

When it comes to stories Hollywood has it down 
to quite a fine art, even though I feel most films 
aren’t really worth wasting money on. However, 
have you ever noticed that many of the successful 
stories follow the same basic formula. The main 
character goes through a difficult period, but in 
the end everything works out wonderfully. Or the 
person goes on a journey, filled with danger and 
challenges, but in the end is victorious. 

Two issues stand out for me. The first is the obvious 
one of winning in the end. The second one is the 
going through a difficult time. Although obvious, 
this has an interesting undertone. If the story did 
not show the person going through a tough time 
of some sort, before ending up victorious, it would 
frankly be boring. 

I have yet to see a film where the main character 

by Johannes Maree

www.bigstockphoto.com

Your Story?
So, What’s

V o l u m e  2  N o  3  -  2 0 1 0  | F a c e  t o  F a c e  M a g a z i n e 9



just leads a peaceful, mundane life, with no chal-
lenges or trials. You see, our lives would actually 
be the same in many ways. It is the going through 
tough times and coming out the other side victo-
rious that somehow makes life worth living and 
meaningful, strange as it might sound.

I believe the greatest story ever told is summa-
rised in just a few words in the Bible, in the Gospel 
of John. It reads: “For God so loved the world, that 
He gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish, but have everlasting life .For 
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world; but to save the world through him (John 
3:16,17).” 

In just 47 words, the greatest event ever to occur 
in the history of the world is captured. Even more, 
the nature and character of God and Jesus are 
expressed. That is, their love and concern for every 
single one of us. Jesus’ story is a classic Hollywood 
block buster. Born poor and into insignificance, he 
goes on a journey filled with adventure and danger. 
Then, just when it looks like he is beaten by the 
baddies he emerges victorious. Triumphantly he is 
restored to his rightful place as a king and receives 
great honour. 

BRiNG YOuR StORY tO JESuS

Now, as I have already mentioned, I do not know 
what your story is. You may be going through a 
very difficult time and I do not want to trivialise it. 
But this I know for sure – Jesus won the victory and 
he desires the same for every one of us. Read the 
last two chapters of the story in the Bible and you 
will see we win. Bring your story to Jesus and lay 
it down at his feet and you cannot lose. He will lift 
you out of that dark valley and place you on top of a 
mountain. Only he has the ability to take what looks 
like failure and turn it into success. He did that with 
the cross. When everyone else abandons you, even 
your family and friends, Jesus will never leave you 
nor forsake you, because that is exactly what he has 
promised (Hebrews 13:5).

Some of us have difficult, tough stories that could 
probably fill a thick book. Some of us have shorter, 
easier stories. Whichever way, Jesus would love 
to be a real and personal part of that story. What 
are the fewest words a person could use to write 
a complete story? Think about it and see what you 
come up with. For me, I believe it is the following, 
in only two words:

Jesus cares.

Jesus once healed a man of leprosy and then 
strongly warned him not to tell anyone about it. But 
instead of keeping it secret, the man went right out 
and began speaking freely, telling everyone who 
would listen. 

Several questions come to mind in this story, but 
the biggest one is Why didn’t Jesus want the healed 
leper to tell anyone about his healing? “See that you 
don’t tell this to anyone,” Jesus had told him. But 
the former leper didn’t obey Jesus; he immediately 
started spreading the news. And as a result of this 
man’s disobedience, Mark 1:45 tells us, “…Jesus 
could no longer enter a town openly but stayed outside 
in lonely places. Yet the people still came to him from 

everywhere.”
Today, we want everyone to know 

about Jesus. But in his own day, Jesus 
did not want everyone to know about 
him. Earlier in the chapter, in verse 34, 
we read that Jesus would not let the 
demons speak because they knew who 
he was. And in chapter eight, when Jesus 
asked the disciples, “Who do people say 

I am?” and Peter replied, “You are the Christ,” Jesus 
responded by warning the disciples not to tell anyone 
about him.

What better time? 
Why would Jesus want his disciples not to tell 

anyone about him? Here was the visible, flesh and 
blood Jesus, working miracles and preaching all over 
the country. 

What better time for his followers to lead people 
to him and tell them who he was? But according to 

Mark, Jesus was very clear, and even stern when he 
said, “Don’t tell anyone who I am.”

Jesus knew something that neither the crowds nor 
his own disciples knew; The Messiah was going to be 
very different from what they expected. 

We’re told in Mark 11: 8-10 that at the end of his 
ministry, when Jesus entered Jerusalem the week 
before he was crucified, “…many people spread their 
cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they 
had cut in the fields. Those who went ahead and those 
who followed shouted, ‘Hosanna! Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming 
kingdom of our Father David! Hosanna in the highest!’” 
(Mark 11:8-10).

When people heard that Jesus was the Messiah, 
they were happy to receive the news. The problem 
lay in their definitions and expectations. The people 
expected a king who would rally the people, and 
with the blessing of God, lead them to victory over 
their Roman conquerors and restore the kingdom of 
David in all its glory. 

Their idea of Messiah was different from God’s 
idea of Messiah. When they heard the term, they 
misunderstood it, because they had been condi-
tioned to expect something else.

So Jesus did not want his disciples or those he 
healed to spread the news about him too soon. It was 
not yet the right time for the people to hear. The 
right time for the news to be spread was after Jesus 
had been executed and raised from the dead.

Only then could the wonderful truth of Israel’s 
Messiah being the Son of God and Saviour of the 
world begin to be understood for what it was.

mEssianic sEcrEt
by Joseph Tkach
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Just a few days ago my husband 
and I drifted into a cinema 
to watch a movie. We chose 

The Book of Eli which didn’t look 
particularly exciting, but everything 
else seemed either totally juvenile or 
overdosed with sex and violence. 

The action takes place in a post apocalyptic world 
where all signs of civilization have 
been levelled to the ground by nuclear 
warfare. There are groups of people 
surviving in burnt-out buildings and 
devastated ruins. But they have no idea 
how to live, and have very little if any 
recollection of standards and values. 
They know nothing of the hallmarks of 

a world forever lost, and spend their time fighting 
each other for the meagre food rations still avail-
able. Strangely, there are still a few vehicles and 
motorbikes around which are used by the villains 
and hijackers of the story. 

People were burned at the 
stake for the crime of teaching 

their children to say the 
Lord’s Prayer in English

However, one man has been commissioned with 
the task of taking the only surviving copy of the King 
James Bible to the far west of what was once the 
United States of America. Supernatural intervention 

enables him to make it through hostile territory, and 
after a great deal of suffering and many attempts 
on his life, he makes it to what was once the prison 
island of Alcatraz. Here at last he meets up with 
a few people determined to preserve the good 
things of this world (Shakespeare, Mozart, various 
artworks). They also have a printing press which is 
about to become operational. But the actual Bible 
which he carried had been seized by the criminals 
who wanted to use it for their own evil ends. As 
it turned out, they were entirely frustrated to find 
that it was a Braille version which they couldn’t 
interpret!  But this hero has the extraordinary ability 
to remember the entire contents of this greatly 
desired Book. Beginning at Genesis 1:1 he dictates 
to an elderly scribe. In the final scene the man dies, 
having completed the mission of preserving the 
New King James Bible for posterity.

I must admit that as this Book of all books was 
carefully placed on the shelf in this prison sanc-
tuary, I was moved to tears. It brought to mind a 
particular line of one of my favourite hymns – “…
came to us through sacrifice, O heed the ancient 
words of Christ.” 1 I had a fleeting vision of people 
being burned at the stake in ages past because they 
dared to translate the Bible into English and other 
commonly used languages.

EASY tO fORGEt

Today we can walk into a bookstore and purchase 
any translation of the Bible we might prefer. We 
have a number of different translations in our house, 
both in print and online, and if we need to, we 
can carry it around on a memory stick or an audio 
player the size of a penknife. It’s easy to forget how 
this world’s bestseller survived so many attempts to 
destroy it through the centuries.

As far back as 167 BC, the mad tyrant Antiochus 

by Hilary Jacobs
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Epiphanes tried to destroy all copies of Jewish Scrip-
ture. He had the scrolls torn to pieces and burned, 
as well as condemning to death anyone found in 
possession of them. Later in 303 AD, the Roman 
emperor Diocletian tried to exterminate the Chris-
tian church and ordered all manuscripts of the Bible 
to be seized and destroyed.

The first hand-written copies of the English Bible 
manuscripts were produced in the 1380s by John 
Wycliffe. But this aroused intense opposition from 
the Catholic Church. Anyone possessing a non-
Latin Bible was threatened with execution. John 
Hus, a faithful follower of Wycliffe was burned at 
the stake with the English translation pages used as 
kindling for the fire!  Foxe’s Book of Martyrs records 
that people were burned at the stake for the crime 
of teaching their children to say the Lord’s Prayer in 
English rather than Latin. 

William Tyndale, another follower of John Wycliffe 
also wanted to translate the Bible into English, but 
Henry VIII and the English church were greatly 
opposed to the idea. In 1524 he moved to Cologne 
where he managed to arrange for his translation of 
the Bible to be printed in English. During the next 
few years 18,000 of these copies were smuggled 
into England in bales of 
cotton and sacks of flour. 
But Henry VIII gave orders 
that all English Bibles were 
to be destroyed. People 
caught distributing the 
Tyndale Bible were burned 
at the stake.

Today, there are only 
two known copies left 
of Tyndale’s 1525-26 
First Edition. He fled to 
Belgium from where 
Bibles continued to flow 
into England. Ironi-
cally, Tyndale’s biggest 
customers were the King’s men, who would buy up 
every copy available to burn them… and Tyndale 
used their money to print even more!

 In 1535 he was betrayed by an Englishman he 
had befriended, and arrested in Antwerp. He was 
found guilty of heresy and strangled and burned 
at the stake. Tyndale’s last words were, "Oh Lord, 
open the King of England’s eyes". This prayer would 
be answered just a few years later in 1539, when 
King Henry VIII finally allowed, and even funded, 
the printing of an English Bible known as the Great 
Bible.

For the next 100 or so years, the battle for the 
Bible continued, and in 1611 the King James 
version finally emerged as the “translation to end 
all translations,” at least for a while. 

OPPRESSiON tODAY

Today, while some eastern and Middle Eastern 
countries allow Bibles to be imported and distrib-
uted, others, such as Myanmar and Saudi Arabia 
are extremely repressive. Saudi Arabia is one of the 

most oppressive countries for Christians. Foreign 
workers make up one-third of the population, many 
of whom are Christians. For their entire stay, which 
may be years, they are forbidden to display any 
Christian symbols or Bibles, or even meet together 
publicly to worship and pray. Some have watched 
their personal Bibles put through a shredder when 
they entered the country.

ScEPticS AND AtHEiStS

But perhaps the subtlest of all strategies to do 
away with the Bible is the one being waged in the 
western countries where the original battle for 
the Scriptures was so hard won and sacrificed for. 
Although it’s virtually impossible to destroy the Bible 
today – it’s out in cyberspace - there is a concerted 
attempt to undermine its authority and relevance. 
Alternative thinkers such as New Age, Scientology, 
the Jesus Seminar and Darwinian evolutionists are 
working hard to discredit the Bible and its influ-
ence on humanity. Sceptics and atheists are being 
embraced by academic institutions, and Christian 
teaching is forbidden in many western schools. A 
British friend of mine broke the shocking news that 

a school near to her was not 
allowed to put on a nativity play 
at Christmas time. This would 
have been showing prejudice 
against other religions!

Yet the Gospel of the Kingdom 
of God will indeed be “preached 
in all the world for a witness to 
all nations” before the return of 
Jesus Christ as King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords (Matthew 24:14). At 
great personal risk, many Chris-
tian missionaries are accom-
plishing this God-given task. They 
need our prayers and support. 

Just recently, our own denomi-
nation in South Africa has had 

the opportunity to donate money to our churches 
in neighbouring Mozambique for the very purpose 
of providing Bibles. Thankfully, they are reasonably 
priced and available there. 

God gives us the assurance that his word will 
accomplish what he intends. “As the rain and the 
snow come down from heaven and do not return to it 
without watering the earth…so is my word that goes 
out from my mouth. It will not return to me empty, 
but will accomplish what I desire, and achieve the 
purpose for which I sent it” (Isaiah 55:10-11).

If I ever have to pack a few essentials in a hurry to 
go on an unexpected journey, my Bible will be first 
into the suitcase. As a backup, I can keep it in my 
pocket on a memory stick. No doubt it’s my most 
valuable possession.

1 Ancient Words by Michael W Smith
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If that is 
how  
Christians 
act, then  
I don’t  
want to 
be one
by Shaun de Greeff

I once read an article on the 
web where an atheist really 
lambasted Christianity. The 

author took Christians to task and 
ranted and raved about Christians 
being hypocrites. 

He said that their willful ignorance of the Bible, 
two faced idealism and Old Testament morality 

made him sick. That they often failed 
to practice what they preached, applied 
selective morality, were obnoxious, 
inconvenient and self-denying. He even 
went as far as to say; “Their hypocrisy 
is so rampant that even the validity of 
calling oneself “Christian” is in question.”

Wow…these were serious accusa-
tions! Surely this couldn’t be true. Surely 

Christians could not be guilty of the terrible things 
they are accused of?

fAciNG tHE uGLY PASt

Unfortunately the author was not that far off; in 
fact in many cases he was right. A quick look at 
world history reveals that many terrible things have 
been done in the name of Christianity, which could 
easily result in Christians looking like they were 
hypocrites.

 Several wars have for instance been fought on 
religious grounds, such as the Crusades, which were 
a series of religiously sanctioned military campaigns 
fought between 1095 and 1291. These Crusades 
took place to restore Christian control of the Holy 
Land and although they were mainly fought against 
Muslims, some other nations such as the Pagans, 
Jews and the Mongols also bore the brunt of the 
bitter fighting.

And what about the Spanish Inquisition which 

was extremely active between 1480 and 1530? 
In these inquisitions people who were accused of 
heresy were tortured and killed. Henry Kamen, a 
British historian, estimated that about 2000 people 
were executed on “religious grounds” during this 
dark period of Christian History.

Not to mention the invasion of South America and 
subsequent attempts to convert the local people to 
Christianity, in some cases by force?

And what about our own country, South Africa, 
where some churches openly supported apartheid, 
claiming that the practice was in line with Biblical 
doctrine? Surely that cannot go unnoticed.

Was the entire South 
African cricket team 

involved in match fixing?

It seems that under the weight of evidence, the 
very Christians who claim to follow Jesus’ example 
of peace and love, have not always lived up to it. So 
are all Christians are doomed to be called hypo-
crites?

if ONE fALLS SHORt DO tHEY ALL?

At first glance it might seem that the author was 
spot-on, but what will we find upon closer inspec-
tion?

Firstly the question has to be asked whether a 
person professing to be a Christian always acts like 
one, and whether his or her actions reflect those of 
all the other Christians.

A policeman for example takes an oath to uphold 
the law, but if that policeman commits a crime, does 
it mean that all policemen are criminals? Take for 
example the South African Cricket team. A few 
years ago a couple of players were involved in 
match fixing, but does that mean the entire South 
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African Cricket team was involved in match fixing?
A reasonable person will have to admit that you 

cannot condemn the entire police force, neither the 
entire cricket team for the actions of a few. Just as 
in the case of the policeman and the cricket player, 
even though the person subscribes to a code of 
conduct or a set of rules, does not mean that they 
will necessarily abide by it. Christians for example 
cannot deny the authority of the Bible, so no Chris-
tian can in good faith argue that the Bible condones 
the act of murdering someone. That however does 
not stop someone from doing it.

JuSt SAYiNG YOu ARE A  
cHRiStiAN DOES NOt MAkE YOu ONE

In Acts 8 we meet a man called Simon who sees 
the Apostles laying hands on people thereby “giving” 
them the Spirit of God. He sees the “ability” as a 
means to great power and attempts to purchase the 
Holy Spirit believing that it is some kind of commodity.  
In Act 8:20 Peter responds: "May your money perish 
with you, because you thought you could buy the 
gift of God with money!”  Simon was prepared to 
use the Holy Spirit as a means to great power. He 
was therefore content to pretend to be a Christian 
because of what he could get out of it, and did not 
understand or believe in what he was pretending 
to be. How many people out there pretend to be 
Christians in order to swindle people? Surely you 
must have come across people who say…”You can 
trust me…I am a Christian” and then they end up 
stealing you blind.

cHRiSt HAtED HYPOcRiSY

Jesus Christ did not mince any words when it 
came to people professing to be one thing and 
then doing the exact opposite. In Mathew 23 he 
takes the Pharisees to task for being hypocrites. 
You see, the Pharisees who were the religious 
leaders of the day, made a point of obeying the 
letter of the law - to such an extent that they 

ended up hurting people. In Matthew 23:15-22 
we can read exactly how Jesus spoke out against 
them, calling them blind fools and blind guides.  
To Christ the notion that these people were 
professing to be good people who obeyed the law 
only to exploit others was reprehensible.  By looking 
at the example that Christ set for us we can clearly 
see that he did not condone hypocrisy. Christians 
therefore cannot hide behind the Bible and say that 
Jesus told them to do it.

But HYPOcRitES DO  
EXiSt AMONG cHRiStiANS

One would think that in the first century church 
everyone toed the line, but once again the Bible 
paints a different picture. In Acts 5:1  we are intro-
duced to Annanias and Sapphira, who professed to 
give a generous donation to the Church - probably 
to increase their standing in the community. They 
paid with their lives for lying to the Holy Spirit. All of 
us at one stage or another will do something that is 
contrary to what we believe in. Haven’t we all lied? 
Yet if you ask a Christian if lying is wrong I doubt 
that he will say it’s OK.

EVEN tHE DiSciPLES  
WERE NOt iMMuNE tO it

In the book of Galatians the Apostle Peter is taken 
to task by the Apostle Paul for being a hypocrite. In 
Galatians 2 we discover that Peter did not want to 
eat with the non-Jewish Christians after he received 
some Jewish visitors. This caused quite a stir as his 
actions showed that he did not consider these non-
Jewish Christians to be “good enough” to be associ-
ated with and because of his actions other Jewish 
Christians followed in his footsteps. In verse 14 we 
read how Paul reacted to this hypocrisy:  “When I 
saw that they were not acting in line with the truth 
of the gospel, I said to Peter in front of them all, ‘You 
are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a 
Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow 
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Have you ever noticed how step-by-step programs 
for evangelism seem to come and go, much like the 
latest fads in business and management?

Programs might work for business endeavours, 
where advertising and manipulation of emotions is 
crucial to selling a product. But the gospel is not a 
product; it is a declaration of God’s love, and love 
doesn’t come by programs. 

Love comes in its own way in its own time. It’s 
something you have to live out, not something you 
can evaluate on a scale of measurable outcomes. 
Love isn’t predictable; it’s messy. Sometimes it hurts; 
sometimes it thrills. But it never sits still long enough 

to figure it out.
When it comes to evangelism, the 

main reason most people come to 
church and keep coming to church is 
the same today as it was 2,000 years 
ago—they met people who liked them 
and accepted them and became their 
friends. In other words, programs didn’t 

do it—love did it. 
In John 13:34-35, we read that Jesus told his disci-

ples: “A new command I give you: Love one another. 
As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By 
this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you 
love one another.”

Imagine for a moment what it would be like if 
Christians actually were well known for being the 
kind of people anybody would enjoy having for a 
friend. Suppose Christians were not thought of as 
being pushy and judgmental. Suppose they weren’t 

known for 
well-rehearsed 
spiels designed 
to press people 
into a so-called 

“decision for 
Christ.”

S u p p o s e 
C h r i s t i a n s 
didn’t make 
friends with 
non-believers 
as part of an 
e v a n g e l i s m 
program, but simply because faithful friendship is 
what Jesus Christ is all about.

Peter said we should always be ready to give an 
answer for the hope that lies within us. Paul said we 
should let our conversation always be full of grace, 
seasoned with salt, so that we may know how to 
answer everyone. Neither Peter nor Paul said we 
should press people for a decision. Instead, we are 
told to live a life of love. We are to make no secret 
of our faith. But neither are we asked to push it on 
others.

It’s the Holy Spirit who moves people to ask. And 
it’s the Holy Spirit who works in us to give an answer 
that is “seasoned with salt” and full of “grace.”

As the apostle Paul said in Ephesians 2:1-2, “Be 
imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 
and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave 
himself up for us…” 

maKing FriEnDs
by Joseph Tkach

Jewish customs?”  

WHAt DiD WE LEARN?

•	 The	 actions	 of	 a	 few	 people	 cannot	 be 
  used  as a blanket indictment against  
 everyone. Just because some 
 Christians perpetrated atrocities 
 does not mean that  every C h r i s - 
 tian is a bad person. The truth is 
 that there are a lot more good Christians  
 who try to follow Christ than those who  
 committed terrible atrocities. Let’s not 
 forget that it was Christians who eventually 
 banned slavery, Christians who formed 
  groups like Alcoholics Anonymous, and 
 Christians who opposed apartheid. Not to 
  mention all  the charity groups, support  
 centres and safe havens sponsored  
 by Christians.
•	 Not	everyone	who	claims	to	be	a	Christian 

 is one. There are people out there who use 
 Christianity for their own personal gain. 
•	 Christ	hates	hypocrisy.	Jesus	makes	 it	very 

 clear that we are to love God and love each 
 other. No Christian can justify his sinful 
  actions by using the Bible to defend himself.  

•	 The	 fact	 of	 the	 matter	 is	 that	 we	 all	 are 
 sinners. No matter how great a Christian 
 you may think you are, you will always fall 
 short, and just like Annanias and Sapphira, 
 you could fall prey to some form of hypoc- 
 risy. Even the Apostles did. There is there- 
 fore no reason to believe that we are   
 immune to it. 

Yes all Christians have sinned, and yes, some 
Christians are hypocrites, but Jesus did not die 
for the righteous people of the world, he died for 
sinners. If we Christians are truthful with each other, 
we should realize that we are not perfect and neither 
is anyone else. We must however realize that what 
we do has consequences and though God loves the 
sinner, he hates the sin.

I prefer to liken a Church to an AA meeting. 
Everyone there realizes they need help. Some have 
made dramatic and far reaching changes in their 
lives; all realize that they might fall tomorrow, and 
that if they do, there is still a place that they can 
come to put the pieces of their broken lives together 
again. F2F
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A wilderness park received a 
number of suggestions from 
its visitors: “Chairlifts need to 

be in some places so that we can get 
to wonderful views without having to 
hike to them” and “Trails need to be 
reconstructed. Please avoid building 
trails that go uphill.” 

One person complained; “There are 
too many rocks in the mountains.” And 
another; “Escalators would help on steep 
sections.”

What does that sound like to you?  To 
me it sounds like these people are looking 
for an easier way - a convenient, comfort-
able, trouble-free, effortless, painless, 

undemanding way.  Give me quick results.  Give me 
a shortcut.  

Yes, if there is a better way to do something we must 
find it.  We must work smarter. Some shortcuts are 
worthwhile but most end in disaster. A quick glance at 
our newspapers reveal some of the expressions of the 
way of the shortcut:  stolen exam papers, bribery, fraud 
and athletes who use performance enhancing drugs.  
We even have shortcuts in religion; name it, claim it, 
believe it, receive it. (Very seductive, especially when 
the message is baptized in a pool of misapplied Bible 
verses!) 

tHE LONGESt PAtH 

A short cut always looks better and smarter at first, 
but usually it is the longest path.  Proverbs 16:25 
teaches us that “There is a path before each person that 
seems right, but it ends in death” (New Living Trans-
lation). Proverbs 21:5 says something similar: “Good 
planning and hard work lead to prosperity, but hasty 
shortcuts lead to poverty” (NLT). These are warnings to 
be careful and wise.  One danger with shortcuts is that 
they can become a pattern in our lives.   

Satan is the originator of short cuts.  He thought he 
had a better way than Gods’ and persuaded, it seems, 
a third of the angels to follow him. In the Garden of 
Eden Adam and Eve had been lovingly warned not 
to eat the forbidden fruit and yet Satan persuaded 

You take the 
High road 

and i’ll take 
the short cut
by Gordon Green
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them to follow another way.  Eve believed him and 
headed down the wrong path.  Adam followed and 
all of us have paid the price for that shortcut ever 
since.

The Christian life is not 
a simple life where we 

just sit back and let God 
solve all our problems.

Satan even approached Jesus with three shortcuts 
(Matthew 4:1-11)! He doesn’t change his strategies 
and may be tempting you to take one: The shortcut 
of leaving your spouse to find happiness. You know, 

“Why can’t I just have a quick fling instead of a 
marriage that I have to work at?” The shortcut of 
compromising your ethics to make a deal work.  The 
shortcut of telling a convenient lie in order to give 
the right impression.

A StRuGGLE

Too often we want a formula. “Give me a quick 
effective prayer” or “Please God help me to grow 
with no pain” or “Remove my wounds and disap-
pointments – now.” 

But the Christian life is not a simple life where 
we just sit back and let God solve all our problems. 
The Christian life is a struggle.  That’s why the 
apostle Paul exhorted us to put on the armour of 
God (Ephesians 6:11) and urged Timothy: “Spend 
your time and energy in training yourself for spiritual 
fitness”(1Timothy 4:7 NLT).  For example, we need 
to make time to read the scriptures and spend time 
on them. “But I am too busy, I don’t have time” we 
argue. “Just give me something that solves my prob-
lems, a programme or a technique.”  The Message 
Bible translates Matthew 7:13-14; “Don’t look for 
shortcuts to God.  The market is flooded with surefire, 
easygoing formulas for a successful life that can be 
practiced in your spare time.  Don’t fall for that stuff, 
even though crowds of people do.  The way of life 
– to God – is vigorous and requires total attention.”  
Spiritual growth is a work in progress and will not 
happen automatically.  There are no short cuts in 
the Christian life.  

Christian author Philip Yancey writes; “Human 
beings grow by striving, working, stretching; and in 
a sense, human nature needs problems more than 
solutions. Why are not all prayers answered magi-
cally and instantly? Why must every convert travel the 
same tedious path of spiritual discipline? Because 
persistent prayer, and fasting, and study, and medi-
tation are designed primarily for our sakes, not for 
God's. Kierkegaard said that Christians reminded 
him of schoolboys who want to look up the answers 
to their math problems in the back of the book rather 
than work them through....We yearn for shortcuts. 
But shortcuts usually lead away from growth, not 
toward it. Apply the principle directly to Job: what 
was the final result of the testing he went through? 
As Rabbi Abraham Heschel observed, "Faith like Job's 
cannot be shaken because it is the result of having 
been shaken."1 

Paul didn’t take short cuts.  He wrote; “I run 
straight to the goal with purpose in every step. I 

am not like a boxer who misses his punches. I disci-
pline my body like an athlete, training it to do what 
it should....” (1 Corinthians 9:26-27 NIV).  And 
talking about boxing, there’s an old saying in the 
sports world; “Champions don’t become champions 
in the ring – they’re merely recognized there.  If 
you want to see where someone develops into a 
champion look at his daily routine.”  Former heavy-
weight champ Joe Frazier said; “You can map out a 
fight plan or a life plan.  But when the action starts, 
you’re down to your reflexes.  That’s where your road 
work shows.  If you cheated on that in the dark of 
the morning, you’re getting found out now under the 
bright lights.”2 When Jesus healed people and cast 
out demons he didn’t say “Let me first go and pray.” 
Prayer was a way of life for him.  

Most importantly; our relationship with Jesus is 
not something that just happens. Did you ever get 
to know someone in a few minutes?  If we want 
to know God we must give time to him. We have 
to walk one step after the other. We have to listen, 
we have to practise his presence. And there are no 
shortcuts to that, no escalators in the steep sections, 
no avoidance of trails that go uphill.  

ESSENtiAL fOR DEVELOPMENt  

A young boy carried the cocoon of a moth into 
his house to watch the moth emerge.  When the 
moth finally started to break out of its cocoon, the 
boy noticed how hard the moth had to struggle.  
The process was slow.  In an effort to help, the boy 
reached down and widened the opening of the 
cocoon.  Soon the moth was out of its prison.  But 
as the boy watched, the wings remained shrivelled.  
Something was wrong.  What he had not realized 
was that the struggle to get out of the cocoon was 
essential for the development of the moth’s muscle 
system.  In a misguided effort to relieve the struggle, 
the boy had doomed the moth.3

God never allows the cocoon to open until the 
time is right.  You may feel discouraged that because 
nothing is happening in your life, God has forgotten 
about you.  Don’t give up! Don’t try and cut corners.  
Even when it seems nothing is happening some-
thing is happening (The stories of Moses and Joseph 
prove that!). Remain open and teachable and at the 
right time not only will you be free of your cocoon, 
but you will be fully developed and ready to fly.     

Are you contemplating a shortcut? Don’t. What 
decision are you making or what situation are you 
facing where you might just cut a corner that could 
be deadly?
•	A	career	decision?
•	A	life-partner?
•	A	relationship?
•	A	financial	decision	or	purchase?

Stop right where you are.  There is still time to 
turn around.  Call out to God.  He will hear you.  
And in his grace he will guide you back onto the 
road less travelled.   

1 Philip Yancey, Disappointment With God (Zondervan) pp. 207-8. 
2 John Maxwell, The 21 Irrefutable Laws of Leadership (Nelson) p28
3 Steve Farrar, If I’m not Tarzan..., (Multnomah)  p170

F2F
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The Strength 
of Humility

Research conducted by 
authors David Marcum and 
Steven Smith in their fasci-

nating book entitled Egonomics...
what makes ego our greatest asset or 
most expensive liability?   highlights 
the stranglehold of runaway egos on 
people and organisations. 

For instance, at least one third of 
all failed business decisions are driven 
by ego while two thirds of companies 
surveyed did not make the leap from 
good to great because they were 
weighed down by “the presence of 
gargantuan personal egos.”  This more 
often than not contributed to their 

demise or continued mediocrity. 
Most of us are probably already nodding our 

heads with absolute indignation at the vanity of 
it all.  Indeed, we are confronting a dilemma of 
gigantic proportions, 
spreading its tenta-
cles into virtually 
every corridor of 
society...runaway 
ego’s, pride, arro-
gance, desire for 
status, materialism 
etc. 

NOt LikE 
OtHER MEN?

Dare I ask 
the ques-
tion? What 
about you 
or me?  Are 
we already 
s u b c o n -
s c i o u s l y 
or even 
c o n s c i o u s l y 
l e a v i n g 
ourselves out 
of the picture, 
believing that we 
are okay?  After all, I 
am a good person or 
I am a Christian and 
therefore do not find 
myself saddled with 
egocentric problems 

of this nature.
What about the religious Pharisee in Luke 

18:11–14 who categorically exclaimed, “God I thank 
you that I am not like other men, robbers, evil doers, 
adulterers...or even like this tax collector.” Yet, the 
tax collector stood at a distance beating his breast 
and said, “God, have mercy on me a sinner.”  He 
acknowledged his own vulnerability and in humility 
cried out to God for mercy and forgiveness.  

Ironically, we find in Matthew 20:24–28 that 
pride was becoming an issue even among Jesus’ 
disciples.  They started fighting about who would 
be the greatest in the Kingdom of God.  Jesus inter-
vened during this highly charged debate and said, 

“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 
them, and their high officials exercise authority over 
them.  Not so with you.  Instead, whoever wants to 
become great among you must be your servant...just 
as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
Here Jesus introduces the revolutionary concept 
of servant leadership, unheard of in the strongly 
hierarchical and authoritarian structures of both the 
Roman and Judaic cultures at the time.

SERVANt LEADERSHiP

David Marcum and Steven Smith’s research 
draws attention to two essential characteristics that 
contributed significantly to the success of great 
organisations, the first being “intense professional 
will” and the second “humility.”  Surprisingly, servant 
leadership comes out on top and is as relevant today 
as it was 2000 years ago, during the time of Christ.   

Paul covers this subject more intimately and 
personally in his letter to the 

by Bob Klynsmith
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Philippians. This letter glows with courage and 
affection for the brethren during a time when Paul 
himself was a prisoner in Rome and staring at the 
prospect of martyrdom.

We read in Philippians 2:1-5 “If you have any 
encouragement from being united with Christ, if any 
comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, 
if any tenderness and compassion, then make my 
joy complete by being likeminded, having the same 
love, being one in spirit and purpose.  Do nothing 
out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility 
consider others better than yourselves.  Each of you 
should look not only to your own interests, but also 
to the interests of others.” 

Paul continues with the same theme in verses 
5-11.  “Your attitude should be the same as that of 
Christ Jesus: Who, being in 
very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God 
something to be grasped, 
but made himself nothing, 
taking the very nature of 
a servant...he humbled 
himself and became 
obedient to death – even 
death on the cross.”

 
kNOW uS AS WE ARE

In his book, Seeking 
the Face of God, Gary L 
Thomas provides us with 
a wonderful and insightful 
understanding of this often 
elusive quality of humility. 
He writes, “Humility is at root a celebration of our 
freedom in Christ; we are freed from having to make 
certain impressions or create a false front.  Humility 
places within us a desire for people to know us as we 
are, not as we hope to be and not as they want us to 
be or even as we think we should be.  Real growth 
cannot begin until we come to this point.”  

Humility, therefore, is rooted in truth and 
living a genuinely authentic life in Christ, without 
pretence...an intelligent self-respect that keeps us 
from thinking too much or too little of ourselves.  
It’s about carrying oneself with dignity, strength, 
confidence and learning to give expression to what 
we think or feel without blaming.  Humility follows 
the lead of someone else one moment and can 
just as easily be the leader the next. It centres on 
developing a mature and balanced approach to 
constructive criticism, acknowledging our faults and 
recognising our limitations, without questioning our 
worth as a human being.  Is not about debasing or 
putting oneself down in any way. 

It is not about debasing or 
putting oneself down in any way.  

Sadly, there are many pretenders walking in 
the corridors of society today, to the point where 
real people end up becoming quite the exception. 
The German Philosopher Schopenhauer made a 
thought provoking statement 150 years ago:  “We 
forfeit three quarters of ourselves to become like 
other people.”  More often than not the proud never 
become their true selves.  The Methodist minister, E. 
D. Hulse, once remarked that humility is a strange 

thing; the minute you think you’ve got it, you’ve lost 
it.

It seems inherent in the nature of some people 
to elevate their persona when they move out of 
humble beginnings and find themselves suddenly 
basking in opulence.  The temptation of riches and 
power can so easily displace the wonderfully attrac-
tive quality of humility, thus making room for pride 
and arrogance to enter the door of one’s mind.   

The Old Testament example of Saul is a typical 
illustration of how a person who was once small 
in his own eyes changed when he was granted the 
mantle of power.  Why is it then that when some of 
the poor become rich, something happens?  Could 
it be that they were never really humble in the first 
place, or perhaps they were resentful or jealous 

of the haves asking, why 
can’t I have what they have?  
We could probably add any 
number of other reasons.  In 
essence, pride knows no class 
or creed and negates the belief 
among some that humility only 
belongs to the poor.  We all 
live in a fallen world and are 
susceptible to the insidious 
ways in which pride may find 
its way into our lives.

A tRuE tESt Of cHAR-
ActER

Abraham Lincoln observed: 
“Certainly overcoming adversity 
is a true test of the character of 

man, but above all perhaps an even greater test is 
how a man walks when he finds himself carrying the 
mantle of power.” 

Let’s take the understanding of our freedom in 
Christ, within the context of humility, a step further.  
Paul says in Galatians 5:1 “It is for freedom that 
Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, then, and do 
not let yourselves be burdened again by the yoke 
of slavery.”  He encourages us in verse 16 to “live 
by the Spirit and you will not gratify the desires of 
the sinful nature.” Paul expands on the behaviour 
patterns symptomatic of the sinful nature, including 
hatred, discord, jealousy, rage, selfish ambition, 
dissensions, factions and envy.  Here we find char-
acteristics that bristle with pride.  The very antithesis 
of humility!

The good news is that Jesus sends his Spirit so 
you can live and enjoy a new life.  Paul describes 
the fruits of the Spirit in Galatians 5: 22 as love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control.  Indeed, fruits that 
abound with humility. The very antithesis of pride!  

Accepting and responding to the love of Christ 
will breathe new life into everything you do.  In 
Jesus, God has already forgiven us and accepted 
us as his beloved children.  Abiding in Christ and 
walking in the Spirit leads us in the path of real 
transformation and allows us to become “who we 
are” with strength, dignity, confidence 
and humility. F2F
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MAKING 
CHOICES

It seems to me as if it has been 
quite a year already. I was 
blessed with the opportunity to 

make my way down to Durban and 
Cape Town on a Youthworx project 
over the past couple of months and 
I thoroughly enjoyed my adventures. 

But as this project draws to a close, I find myself 
constantly wondering what the future has in store 
for me; will I travel the Seven seas, scale the tallest 
mountains or make a mission to the moon and 
beyond? The issue is not whether 
these things are possible, but 
rather which one do I choose? 

We live in a society in which 
choices have become overly 
abundant and in some instances 
we get confused over which is 
the right choice. I find myself 
sometimes standing in a fast 
food restaurant looking at the 
menu even though I had already 
decided, while making my way 
there, what it was I was going 
to buy. I am grateful that such 
a choice is not a matter of life 
and death, or else I might not be 
writing this today. 

But choices also come in big packages with 
serious consequences if a mistake is made. And 
circumstances, more often than not, cause the path 
ahead of us to be clouded in a haze, making it more 
difficult to decide. Sometimes, so to speak, we find 
ourselves in a crisis in which we have to diffuse a 
bomb by either cutting the red, black or blue wire.

God, who knew that we would find ourselves in 
such dilemmas, provided a way for us in Jesus Christ. 
John 3:17-18 reads: “For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 
world through him. Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because he has not believed 
in the name of God’s one and only Son.” The most 
important decision one can make in life is to choose 
Jesus. Moses foretold of this choice in Deuteronomy 
30:19 when he said, “This day I call heaven and 
earth as witnesses against you that I have set before 

you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose 
life so that you and your children may live.” 

NOt A ONcE Off DEciSiON

But choosing Jesus is not a once off decision, He 
tells us in Luke 9:23 we must take up [our] cross 
daily and follow him. It does not matter what deci-
sions we have to make in our daily lives, but if we 
choose Jesus, he promises to help us out and give 
us rest (Matthew 11:29-30). He also promises that 
we will live a life in it fullest, or live an abundant life 
(John 10:10). 

One of my favourite movies, The Matrix, is a 
story about a man named Neo who searches for 

the truth. He comes to a 
defining point in his life in 
which he has been given two 
options; to either continue 
his journey into the unknown 
with the result of finding the 
truth but the sacrifice of living 
with that decision for the rest 
of his life, or end his journey 
with the benefit of remaining 
in his comfort zone and the 
sacrifice of not knowing the 
truth. As the story continues, 
Neo chooses the unknown 
and discovers the truth, and 
in doing so steps out of his 

comfort zone into a new life filled with meaning and 
purpose. In this new life he does what seems impos-
sible, and he uses his ability to embark on a journey 
that brings about fulfilment and significance. 

In the same way as Neo, choosing Jesus brings 
about a life that is exciting and adventurous, fulfilling 
and significant and uninhibited by the day-to-day 
worries of this world. With this new- found life, we 
are given ability (Romans 12:6-8) and purpose 
(Matthew 28:18-20, 1 Peter 4:10) and we are able 
to embark on a journey that might at first seem 
impossible. However we are told in Luke 18:27 that, 

“What is impossible with men is possible with God.”  
So if we are confused about what is the next step 

in our lives, or which fast food meal we are going 
to buy, or even which wire we should cut, we must 
always remember that choosing Jesus leads to life!

Jesus says in John 14:6, “I am the way and the 
truth and the life.”

by Rendani Romano
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Life is never easy for long! 
Sometimes we go through 
quiet patches where it seems 

we are almost given a ‘breather’ 
before the next onslaught of life’s 
trials hits us head on. 

Yes, good times and the easy life never last forever.  
At other times it seems that troubles come in contin-

uous waves without a break and it feels 
like all our energy is expended in just 
trying to keep our heads above water. 

I have heard some wondering out 
loud why God is allowing these fiery 
trials in their lives. Is it some sort of 
punishment for sins past or present? 
Is God perhaps asleep or busy else-
where and not even aware of what’s 

happening to me? Or maybe he just doesn’t care... 
Perhaps he’s given up on me, tired of my continual 
slipping up, and walked away leaving me to sort out 
my own life’s issues.

There is however, one fundamental flaw with this 
reasoning: The above questioning of God is based 
on the surmise that as Christians we are somehow 
sheltered from life’s pains and torments, and have 
been called to live a ‘pseudo-life’ where we are 
protected from the realities that face others that 
aren’t as fortunate, enlightened or as blessed as us! 
It is not scriptural that as Christians we are exempt 
from the harsh realities and trials that are part of 
living out a human existence. The apostle Peter 
reminds us of this. “Dear friends, do not be surprised 
at the painful trial you are suffering, as though some-
thing strange were happening to you.” (1 Peter 4:12)

If anyone deserved to live a sheltered life it 
was Christ, as he lived a life without ever sinning, 
without ever wronging another person, without 
ever deserving any kind of punishment. Yet he was 
abused, spat upon, beaten beyond recognition and 
then crucified and died an agonising and unfair 
death. 

LifE iSN’t fAiR!

Many Christians, still today, are persecuted for their 
beliefs. According to the World Evangelical Alliance, 
over 200 million Christians in at least 60 coun-
tries are denied fundamental human rights solely 
because of their faith. David B. Barrett, Todd M. 
Johnson, and Peter F. Crossing in their 2009 report 
in the International Bulletin of Missionary Research 
(Vol. 33, No. 1: 32) estimate that approximately 
176,000 Christians were martyred from mid-2008 
to mid-2009. This, according to the authors, 

compares to 160,000 martyrs in 2000 and 34,400 
at the beginning of the 20th century. It has been 
estimated that more than 43 million Christians 
have been killed for their faith since the crucifixion 
of Jesus. 

No, life isn’t fair and Christians aren’t exempt 
from injustices or hardship. Christians do lose 
jobs, face financial crises, get sick and eventually 
die. Peter goes on to write:  “But rejoice that you 
participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you 
may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If you 
are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on 
you.” (1 Peter 4:13-14)

GOD HAS NOt DiStANcED 
HiMSELf fROM uS

This life isn’t what it is all about. God has a plan 
for each of us, which includes living in relationship 
with him, where we are adopted and live as sons and 
daughters of his for all eternity (Ephesians 1:4-5). 
His desire is “... not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9) The 
seventy or so years that that we have been given to 
live out as humans, the pain and suffering we expe-
rience in this life, pale to insignificance when we 
compare them to eternity spent in relationship with 
the Living God, which is our destiny if we accept his 
atoning grace. And no, he has not distanced himself 
from us, oblivious to our suffering. There are certain 
promises, made to us by God through the Holy 
Scriptures, that we can draw encouragement from 
when we are experiencing tough times. He is strong 
enough, his love is powerful enough, to take every 
circumstance in our lives and work it to our ultimate 
good (Romans 8:28). He also promises that he will 
never allow us to be tested beyond what we are 
able to endure (1 Corinthians 10:13).

So let us remember that we have not been called 
to live the easy life. We have a cross to bear and 
the example of Christ to strive to live up to. But 
draw encouragement from the fact that we have 
been given a sneak preview of how it all ends, and 
anything we have to endure in this life will be more 
than adequately compensated for by the life that we 
will enjoy for all eternity!

Romans 8:17-18: “Now if we are children, then 
we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, 
if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that 
we may also share in his glory.  I consider that our 
present sufferings are not worth comparing with the 
glory that will be revealed in us.” 

the 
easy life?

by Tim Maguire

F2F

w
w

w.
is

to
ck

ph
ot

o.
co

m

V o l u m e  2  N o  3  -  2 0 1 0  | F a c e  t o  F a c e  M a g a z i n e 2 1



The disciples are discouraged—even dismayed. 
They thought they were following a Messiah into 
a glorious kingdom. But then Jesus told them that 
he was going to his death. Where was the glory 
they hoped for, the kingdom that Jesus seemed to 
promise? Jesus needed to offer the disciples some 
hope for the future, and this is what comes next in 
the story.

tHE kiNGDOM iN POWER  
AND GLORY (VERSES 1-4)

Jesus told his disciples, “truly i tell 
you, some who are standing here will 
not taste death before they see that 
the kingdom of God has come with 
power.” Jesus assures them that the 
glory of the kingdom will indeed come—
and it will be seen before the disciples 
die. 

The disciples had already seen some of the power 
of God’s kingdom. Whenever Jesus cast out demons 
and healed the sick, the power of the kingdom was 
at work (Matthew 12:28). The disciples saw the 
power of the kingdom on the day of Pentecost (Acts 
2:1-4). They saw it in miracles, and in the spread of 
the gospel all the way to Rome. 

But Jesus is referring to something else. His 
promise is found in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, and 
in each account, it is immediately followed by the 
Transfiguration, in which three disciples had the 

privilege of seeing Jesus in a special glory. In all 
three Gospels, we are told that the Transfiguration 
happened about a week after the prediction—the 
saying and the fulfillment are tied together by this 
literary technique.

After six days Jesus took Peter, James and 
John with him and led them up a high moun-
tain, where they were all alone. Tradition says 
that this was Mount Tabor, but that is only 2,000 
feet high. Mt. Hermon may be a better candidate, 
since it is the tallest mountain in the area (9,000 
feet), and Caesarea Philippi is at the base of Mt. 
Hermon.

Peter, James and John were the disciples closest 
to Jesus. They also seem to have been the most 
ambitious—Peter was the most outspoken, and 
James and John wanted positions of honour when 
Jesus came in his glory (Mark 10:37). These three 
may have needed the most reassurance that some-
thing better would come after the persecution.

And they saw it: there he was transfigured 
before them. His clothes became dazzling 
white, whiter than anyone in the world could 
bleach them. And there appeared before them 
Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 

Were Elijah and Moses resurrected, or was this 
just an “appearance”? Matthew 17:2 says that 
Jesus’ face “shone like the sun.” Was it a vision, or 
was Jesus really changed? We do not know. Why 
Moses and Elijah? That is more easily answered. 

The Transfiguration:
Sneak Peek at the Resurrection

A study of Mark 9:1-13

biblEstudy

By Michael Morrison
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Jews respected both of them highly, and they repre-
sent high points in Israelite history, corresponding to 
the Law and the Prophets.

What were they talking about? Luke 9:31 says 
that they were discussing Jesus’ “departure which 
he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem.” 
They were talking about his death. Did Elijah and 
Moses know the manner and purpose of Jesus’ 
death, or were they asking Jesus 
to explain it to them? Apparently 
it is not important that we know. 

LiStEN tO JESuS 
(VERSES 5-8)

If we had been there, we 
probably would not have under-
stood it any better than Peter did. 
Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it 
is good for us to be here. Let 
us put up three shelters—one 
for you, one for Moses and 
one for Elijah.” (He did not 
know what to say, they were 
so frightened.) 

A week earlier, Peter said that Jesus was the 
Messiah. Now, he uses the lesser title “Rabbi.” 
Which title is most appropriate? We will soon have 
an authoritative answer!

Why did Peter talk about shelters? In a state of 
glory, why would anyone need a shelter? Perhaps 
Peter was thinking of the Festival of Tabernacles, 
which many Jews associated with the arrival of the 
kingdom. Perhaps the shelters were an invitation for 
the prophets to stay a while. 

Something even more astounding happened 
next. then a cloud appeared and covered them, 
and a voice came from the cloud: “this is my 
Son, whom i love. Listen to him!” The cloud was 
not just above them—it “covered them” in the sense 
of covering them up, as a dense fog, blocking their 
view. 

And God tells us what is important: Jesus is the 
Son of God, loved by God, speaking the words of 
God. Even when the greatest prophets from Israel’s 
history are present, the disciples should listen to 
Jesus. Jesus is greater even than Moses and Elijah, 
and therefore greater than the Law and the Prophets. 
If he says that he is going to be their Messiah by 
dying in Jerusalem, then they should pay attention 
to what he says.

Suddenly, when they looked around, they 
no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus. 
Peter had hoped to prolong the moment, but it was 
over. The event was not to get them in touch with 
past prophets, but for them to be more dedicated to 
the leader they had, because he was more than a 
prophet—he was the Son of God, and God had just 
validated the path that Jesus was on.

The glory they saw in Jesus no doubt encouraged 
them that the glorious kingdom would be a reality. 
But it was not just a future reality. Jesus had been 
the beloved Son of God all along, and his disciples 
should accept his teachings, even if they are the 
opposite of what they wanted and expected. Since 
he is the beloved Son of God, the disciples could be 
sure that glory would follow, even if dark days lay in 

the immediate future.

The Transfiguration also 
shows that God’s kingdom 
transcends human kingdoms. 
God’s reign is not just a bigger 
and better empire, and the 
leaders in the kingdom are 
not just kinder and stronger 
versions of Roman or Judean 
kings. The transformed face 
and clothes of Jesus show 
that it is far different; it is 
not just a continuation of 
normal history. 

Indeed, when the disciples 
catch even a small glimpse of 

the glory, they are frightened and don’t even know 
how to speak intelligently. They had only a glimmer 
of understanding of what the kingdom really is.

So what should the disciples do? 

They should listen to Jesus, get behind Jesus and 
follow him. They should not take matters into their 
own hands, because their efforts are as useless as 
making shelters for glorified beings.

But WHAt ABOut ELiJAH? (VERSES 9-13)

“You had to be there,” the saying goes. But in this 
case, it didn’t do a lot of good to “be there.” As 
they were coming down the mountain, Jesus 
gave them orders not to tell anyone what they 
had seen until the Son of Man had risen from 
the dead. they kept the matter to themselves, 
discussing what “rising from the dead” meant. 

Jesus had predicted his own death and resur-
rection, but the truth was so contrary to what the 
disciples expected that they couldn’t understand the 
plainest of words. It was only after Jesus rose from 
the dead that they could begin to understand—but 
until that understanding came, they would not be 
able to tell the story right. So Jesus told them to 
keep it a secret until the time was right.

The Transfiguration gave them a glimpse of the 
glory that Jesus had, and the glory that he would 
share with all who took up the cross to follow Jesus 
into the valley of the shadow of death.

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey
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If God can speak through a donkey,1 he can also 
“speak” to me through the pen of a novelist. Taylor 
Caldwell’s2 three most famous biblical works3 have 
enhanced and plausibly fleshed out some fascinating 
minutiae of stories that were necessarily summarized 
in the Bible. Caldwell’s background research in history 
and archaeology is on a par with James Michener.

I, Judas, written as an autobiography, attempts to 
explain the most infamous betrayal in history. This 
immediately appealed to me because for many years I 
could not understand why Judas betrayed Jesus to the 
priests, then back-pedaled, renounced his own testi-
mony, threw back the 30 pieces of silver, then hanged 
himself.4 Wasn’t Jesus’ downfall the very outcome 
Judas had plotted? Taylor Caldwell thinks not. 

That’s the point of the book.
Is she correct? Wiser minds can decide, but the 

benefits I derived from the book didn’t depend on that. 
After reading the book, one isn’t rendered sympa-

thetic with Judas. He safely remains western history’s 
greatest villain. But should he ever come up in conver-
sation (he doesn’t that often!), I am perhaps less 
self-righteously judgmental, because Caldwell has 
disturbingly demonstrated that I have something in 
common with Judas—as do we all. Despite not knowing 
how to pray as we ought,5 we may find ourselves 

holding passionate opinions 
about how God “should” act 
in response to our prayers. 
We might feel let down if 
God doesn’t respond the way 
we’d like him to. We might 
find ourselves taking it out on 
others6 or even resenting the 
way God deals with us. 

Like Jesus’ use of Lot’s 
wife7 as a word to the wise, I, 
Judas improved my grasp of 
some of the nuances and real-
life implications of “Thy will, 
not mine, be done.” 

 Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey

1  Numbers 22:28.
2  Janet Miriam Holland Taylor Caldwell (1900–1985)—Anglo- 
 American novelist and prolific author of popular fiction, also 
 known by the pen names Marcus Holland and Max Reiner, and  
 by her married name of J. Miriam Reback. 
3  Dear and Glorious Physician (1959), about Luke; Great Lion of  
 God (1970), about the apostle Paul; and I, Judas (1977)—an  
 “autobiography” of Judas Iscariot.
4  Matthew 27:1-6 | 5 Romans 8:26. | 6 Luke 12:45.
7  Luke 17:32.
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