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GETTING ALONG
by Joseph Tkach

EDITORIAL

By Tim Maguire

It goes without saying that actions and attitudes 
such as murder, adultery, slander, theft, hatred, greed, 
deception, cruelty and an evil heart hurt us and hurt 
everyone around us. They result in turning people 
against one another, damaging or destroying friend-
ships and families. They create enemies.

Whether or not we use the word “sin” to describe 
such things, these are the kinds of things that make life 
miserable instead of joyful. 

And that’s why the Bible calls them sin. An evil 
heart, Jesus said, is a fountain of evil actions and atti-
tudes. And evil is evil not because it violates a certain 

rule in a certain list, but simply because it 
hurts people. 

God made humanity in his own image, 
and God’s image is not solitary and alone – 
God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit – three 
divine hypostases or persona (to use the 
Greek and Latin terms) in perfect, loving 
union and harmonious relationship with 

one another.
Perichoresis is the Greek word for it, meaning 

“mutual indwelling” or “co-inherence.” Being in God’s 
image is like being hardwired for love, for community, 
for right relationships. 

It is when we are forced to be alone or when 
our relationships are sour, that we are the most 
miserable. On the other hand, when our relation-
ships are positive and strong, we are the most joyful. 
We are created for good relationships and that is 
exactly what the gospel is all about – restoring us 
to right relationships with God and with others.

The apostle 
Paul wrote in 
Romans 5:8-10:  

“But God 
demons t ra tes 
his own love for 
us in this: While 
we were still 
sinners, Christ 
died for us. 
Since we have 
now been justi-
fied by his blood, 
how much 
more shall we 
be saved from 
God’s wrath through him! For if, when we were God’s 
enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of 
his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall 
we be saved through his life!” 

Like a thorn, sin by any other name hurts just as 
much. But the good news is that in Jesus Christ’s 
atoning ministry God has already forgiven our sinful 
heart, healed it, and reconciled us to himself, freeing 
us for right relationships with him and with other 
people. 

We only need to open our healed eyes to see 
it and open our healed hearts to accept it and 
embrace it. In Jesus, God has revealed his perfect 
love for us, and even if we refuse him forever, his 
love will never cease. 

The apostle 
Paul wrote in 
Romans 5:8-10:  

“But God 
demons t ra tes 
his own love for 
us in this: While 
we were still 
sinners, Christ 
died for us. 
Since we have 
now been justi-
fied by his blood, 
how much 
more shall we 
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Most consider South Africa’s hosting of the 
soccer world cup a resounding success. Our boys 
did us proud and I know that many overseas visitors 
see South Africa in a whole new light. And of course, 
congratulations go to the Spanish team who have 
been crowned the new soccer world-champions!

I’m sure if you spoke to any of the Spanish players 
they would tell you of the hard work, endless training, 
dedication and sacrifice required from each of them 
in order to be crowned as world-champions. Unfor-
tunately in 4 years time a new tournament takes 
place and they pass on their temporary crowns. 

We are part of something much 
bigger and grander than a world cup, 
and ALL are invited to participate, and 
all can win a crown. But the crown we 
strive for is Eternal and of much greater 
value.

1 Corinthians 9:25 tells us : “Everyone 
who competes in the games goes into 

strict training. They do it to get a crown that will 
not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last 
forever.”

God has made an offer to all. We are made in 

His image and called to be his sons and daughters.  
It took one moment of brilliance in the last minutes 
of extra time for the Spanish team to achieve glory. 
Our moment of glory was also achieved, but some 
2000 years ago when God laid down his life for 
us. No matter who you are or what you have done, 
God has already carried out his plan of salvation 
for you, through His Son Jesus the Christ. It is the 
Father’s great pleasure to adopt you into His family 
as sons and daughters, co-heirs with Christ.

And my prayer is that each  issue of Face to Face 
will lead you into an ever closer and loving relation-
ship with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and into 
the realisation of the awesome plan God has for 
YOU!

James 1:12 tells us that if we persevere (don’t 
give up) and if we love God, a Crown of Life awaits 
us in His Kingdom.

If you would like to know more of this relation-
ship you have been invited to be a part of, write to 
us (address opposite) and request a free copy of ‘An 
Introduction to Trinitarian Theology’.

May your life be filled with 
His richest blessings! F2F
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By Johannes Maree

Within one life time, we have 
moved from the space age, 
through the computer age, 

into the information age. YouTube 
presently uploads 24 hours viewing 
time of video every minute of every 
day. Along with this explosion of 
information has come the need to 

store it. No wonder tech-
nological knowledge and 
advancements double every 
12 to 18 months. 

Yet, with 
all this information that 
abounds, none is as 
impressive or complex 
as the information that 
is locked in every human 
cell. Yet many people 
firmly believe that some-
thing as complex as DNA 
could come about by mere 
chance. Many credit evolu-
tion with our existence and 
not an awesome God.

Let’s take a look at what 
information really is, and 
discover the amazing truth 
that lies at the heart of it…
without God there would be no information.

Now, the question to ponder for a moment is, 
what is information? It is a big and complicated 
subject and this article only intends to highlight 
some issues. The fundamental purpose of informa-
tion is to inform. For example, written instructions 
on how to build a model airplane. However, true 
information requires a number of criteria. There has 
to be intelligible information (semantics), a sender 
(transmitter) and a receiver. The receiver also has 
to be able to interpret the information correctly 
and respond to it. Furthermore, there needs to be 
a selected code (Eg. English, Morse code, Binary) 
and a method of transmission (Eg. Script, electrical, 
acoustical).1 In short, information involves much 
more than simply producing a string of words or 
computer code. 

To use an everyday example, a friend might send 
you a letter requesting you to attend their wedding. 

The sender has a specific purpose and intends to 
achieve a specific response from the receiver. Hope-
fully that you will inform them that you would be 
delighted to attend. The method of transmission 
would be paper and ink, with the selected code 
being the use of letters (symbols) and the English 
language

INTELLIGENT SOURCE REQUIRED

It is for these reasons that Dr Werner Gitt, an 
expert in information technology, has stated on 
numerous occasions that it is impossible for random 
processes to generate true information. Further-
more, that true information never arises without 
an intelligent source. Yet, evolution states that all 
things arose by chance and there was no purpose 
nor direction in the process. This would have to 
include information.2

According to Norbert Wiener, the founder of 
cybernetics and information theory, information 

cannot be of a physical 
nature. He says, “Informa-
tion is information, neither 
matter nor energy. No 
materialism that fails to 
take account of this can 
survive the day.” This non-
material nature of infor-
mation is supported by 
scientists such as Werner 
Strombach and Werner 
Gitt. Information is an 
intrinsic part in the essen-
tial nature of life and the 
transmission of informa-
tion plays a fundamental 
role in everything that 
lives. From daily commu-

nication between humans to biological processes in 
living cells. The questions then arise, where did this 
information come from and how did it get into living 
organisms?

Two fundamental pillars of the theory of evolu-
tion are natural selection (survival of the fittest) 
and mutations. Yet these processes cannot create 
new information. Regardless of its validity, natural 
selection by definition, can only select from what 
is already there. So where does the additional 
information needed come from for a single-celled 
organism to evolve into a highly complex organism 
such as a human being? Evolutionists realise this 
serious weakness in their ideas and propose that 
additional or new information arises through 
mutations. Yet, millions of experiments have been 
conducted in labs around the world and in not one 
instance has entirely new information been added. 
Mutations in the DNA of living organisms lead to 
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a loss of information. Furthermore, mutations are 
never beneficial in totality to the organism. So 
mutations lead to weaker and not stronger (survival 
of the fittest) organisms. 

DNA MOLECULE – ASTOUNDING
STORAGE CAPACITY

It was as recently as 1953 that Francis Crick and 
James Watson discovered the chemical structure of 
the DNA molecule where the 
information to build proteins 
(the stuff of life) is encoded. 
The knowledge currently 
stored in the libraries of the 
world is estimated at 1018 
bits. If it were possible to 
store this information in DNA 
molecules, 1% of the volume 
of a pinhead would be suffi-
cient. If, on the other hand, 
this information were stored 
with the aid of computer 
chips, it would require a pile 
higher than the distance 
between the earth and the 
moon. The DNA molecule 
stores information in a three-
dimensional format, unlike 
the two-dimensional format 
of books or computer chips. 
DNA has a storage capacity 
45 x 1012 times greater than that of computer chips. 
That is, 45 trillion times the storage capacity. The 
situation has improved since these statistics were 
formulated in 1996, but it is still no where near that 
of DNA. 

Bill Gates, co-founder of Microsoft, wrote, “DNA 
is like a computer programme, but far, far more 
advanced than any software we’ve ever created.”3

Léon Brillouin, in his classic work on information 
theory, stated quite categorically, “A machine does 
not create any new information.”4 Nobel laureate 
Peter Medawar expounded on this by writing, “No 
process of logical reasoning – no mere act of mind 
or computer-programmable operation – can enlarge 
the information content of the axioms and premises 
or observation statements from which it proceeds”. 
Kurt Gödel, considered one of the greatest math-
ematicians of all time, felt that there was a definite 
law of conservation of information.5

DESIGNER REQUIRED

In the book Beyond Opinion, the opinions of 
renowned scientists Stephen Meyer and William 
Dembski, are summed up with these words, “DNA 
does not imply the need for an intelligent designer 
because it has some similarities to a software 
programme or to a human language. It implies 
the need for an intelligent designer because it 
possesses an identical feature (namely, information 
content) that intelligently designed human texts and 
computer languages possess.5 In other words, just 
as there is an intelligent mind or designer behind 
the information in computer programmes or human 
writings, there is an intelligent mind and designer 
behind the structure of the DNA molecule and its 
inherent information. There is no difference.

George Sim Johnson had this to say: 

“Human DNA contains more organised informa-
tion than the Encyclopaedia Britannica.

 If the full text of the encyclopaedia were to arrive 
in computer code from outer space most people 
would regard this as proof of the existence of extra-
terrestrial intelligence. But when seen in nature, it is 
explained as the workings of random forces.” 6

Information does not arise from material proper-
ties. It stands apart from matter 
and energy. Scientists view 
matter and energy as funda-
mental elements in nature. 
Many now view information 
has a third fundamental 
element. A simple example of 
information’s independency is 
that you can send or receive 
the exact same information 
using different forms of matter 
or energy. For example, elec-
tronically via emails or on 
paper using ink. 

Simply put, if you haven’t 
explained where informa-
tion originates from then you 
haven’t explained life. It is 
information that makes living 
molecules, proteins, cells and 
biological systems into things 
that function. 

LOGOS – MORE THAN JUST A WORD

Where does information initially come from? 
Evolutionists have no real answer. Yet, the Bible 
states plainly that in the beginning was the Word 
and the Word was God and that through this Word 
all things were created (John1:1-3). The Greek word 
translated “Word” is “Logos” and denotes more 
than just a word, but discourse, thought, reasoning, 
motive, intent, communication. In short, informa-
tion. To answer the question of where does the 
information bound up in the DNA of living organ-
isms originally come from? 

It comes from the WORD.

We teach that the God of the Bible is the Creator. We believe in the 
inspired declaration of Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth.” We believe that God gave the scientific 
record for human instruction and knowledge and that there is no 
conflict between the Bible and scientific discovery. We believe that 
when the Bible and scientific discovery appear to conflict, that one or 
the other has been misunderstood. Therefore, we do not deny the evi-
dence from science that indicates a long history of life on this planet, 
nor do we deny that God could have created an evolutionary process 
for the development of species. We believe that only God can create 
life, and that the Bible does not reveal exactly how he has done this. 
Therefore, if evolution is true, we believe God is the author of it. 
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Protected in Christ

I’m not sure about you, but I know 
I wouldn’t like to take on a lion. 
An unbelievably powerful body, 

huge retractable claws and teeth 
that you want to stay well clear of, 
equip lions to be formidable killing 
machines, and the top predators of 
sub-Saharan Africa!

Yet we have an adversary who is an 
even more formidable hunter, whom 
we often have to face daily . The Bible 
describes the devil as a lion, roaming the 
earth, looking for easy prey. (1 Peter 5:8) 
He is as wily as he is powerful, and as 
with the lion we often have no idea when 
or from which direction his next attack 

may come. 

HE IS NO CARTOON CHARACTER

I remember as a kid reading “Hot Stuff” comics, 
where the devil was portrayed as a cute cartoon 
character with a mischievous grin, a tail protruding 
from a nappy and a magical “trusty trident.” The 
devil would love us to perceive him like this because 
it is so far from the truth.

The apostle Paul warns us in Ephesians 6:12 that 

our struggle is not against flesh and blood …but 
against the powers of this dark world and against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

The good news is that we have not been left 
defenceless against his attacks. Verse 11 tell us that 
we have been provided with an armour that covers 
us from head to foot that allows us to stand up 
against him and overcome his evil schemes.

GOD’S ARMOUR FITS US

It is referred to as ‘the armour of God’ and for 
good reason. 

The devil would love us to 
perceive him like this because 

it is so far from the truth.

     
Never think that you can overcome him using your 
own strength or by your own power. In verse 10 
of the same passage we read that we should ‘be
strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.’ Christ 
has already overcome Satan for us. He was tempted 
as we are, yet without ever succumbing. We are 
able to do all things, including overcome the devil, 
through Christ who strengthens us. In the beginning 
we were created in God’s image (Genesis 1:26), 

By Tim Maguire
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By Eben D Jacobs

THE JEALOUSY OF GOD
A LOVE STORY

Many years ago my late wife, 
Trixie, and I were having 
a conversation about 

unfaithfulness and extra-marital 
affairs.

One of her remarks boiled down to a threat that 
she would inflict some heavy physical damage on 
any woman who comes between us. I am happy to 
say that she never had cause to carry out that threat.

BUT WAS THIS JEALOUSY?

Many a romantic movie or love story 
has jealousy as the pivotal emotion. 
Those of us who love Latin American 
music and dancing will remember the 
tango entitled Jealousy, and then there’s 
the country song about a jealous suitor 

who murdered his unfaithful lover On the banks of 
the Ohio.

Even in this era of 
moral decay, a love 
triangle still makes a 
popular movie that 
may develop various 
outcomes - even murder. 
Jealousy is often at the 
heart of a bad end result. 

BUT IS JEALOUSY 
NECESSARILY EVIL?

If it is, then what 
does one make of 
Exodus 20:5 where God 
says that he is a jealous 
God or where he goes 
as far as to say that 
he is a consuming fire 
(Deuteronomy 4:24)?

The punishments he threatened to inflict on the 
children of Israel, should any one of them have 
an affair, spiritually speaking with other religions, 
makes Trixie’s threat look like child’s play.

How would you feel if you heard or read that 
the Lord your God is a jealous God? Would you feel 
threatened or flattered?

Sometimes, in love stories, there could be a situ-
ation where the spouse, or boy or girlfriend would 
be tied up in a situation where he or she could not 
contact the other party to explain why they were 
late.  The conversation could go something like this:

“Are you jealous?”

“No.”
“I think you are.”
“No, I’m not.”
“ Oh yes, you are.”
 “Well, maybe a little, but you should have sent 

some message.”
This kind of jealousy could be flattering, but any 

possibility of a third party entering a relationship 
would send out major distress signals. There is both 
a positive and negative aspect to jealousy. Besides 
the obvious negative side – something similar to 
envy – the word jealousy can convey an intense love, 
a passionate desire and an intense level of commit-
ment for something which is rightly our own.

The Bible tells us in 1 Corinthians 7:3 that the 
husband and the wife should render the affection 
to each other which is due to them. Verse 4 says 
that the husband’s body belongs to his wife and 
the wife’s body belongs to her husband. In fact, the 
New King James version says that the wife and the 
husband do not even have authority over their own 
bodies. It’s a matter of possession. And God doubly 

possesses the born 
again Christian.

A TERRIBLE LOSS

There is a story of 
a little boy who made 
himself a beautiful 
model of a sailing ship 
from a kit. It was some-
thing magnificent like 
the Kitty Hawk. With 
excitement he took it 
down to the waterside 
and carefully set it to 
sail. As he proudly 
watched the mini-
ature gracefulness of it 
bobbing in the ripples, 
a sudden gust of wind 

took it out into the deep and out of his reach.
For some time he grieved over his terrible loss. 

But as life went on he almost forgot about his little 
ship. But one day he passed the local pawn shop, 
or Cash Convertor, and saw in his peripheral vision 
something that stirred his heart!

Neatly displayed, almost as if in a place of 
honour in the shop window, was his Kitty Hawk! 
Excited, he went into the shop.

“Sir that little ship in the window is mine.”
“How can you say that, sonny?”
“I built it. I made it.”
But now it is in my shop!”

moral decay, a love moral decay, a love 
triangle still makes a 
popular movie that popular movie that 
may develop various 
outcomes - even murder. 
Jealousy is often at the 
heart of a bad end result. 
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V o l u m e  2  N o  4  | F a c e  t o  F a c e  M a g a z i n e 7



then God himself was made flesh so that we could 
wear his armour and overcome the devil (Hebrews 
2:14). “Since the children have flesh and blood, he 
too shared in their humanity so that by his death he 
might destroy him who holds the power of death—
that is, the devil.”

If we are to stand against the evil one, we need to 
clothe ourselves in Christ.

     Ephesians 6:14: “Stand firm then, with the 
belt of truth buckled around your waist.”  A belt, 
tied firmly around the waist of a coat, for example, 
adds stability and warmth. At the time Paul wrote, it 
formed the anchor for offensive weapons (sword or 
dagger).  And, as Jesus said, the truth sets us free 
– gives us mobility, strength and confidence – not 
our own but his. John 3:21 tells us that if we live by 
truth, all we accomplish is done through God!

 Verse 14:  “with the breastplate of righteousness in 
place.”- I used to think this meant that if I were to be 
able to stand up against the devil and his scheming 
ways I would need to be doing good works or being 
righteous. But let’s see what God says about me, 
even when I’m at my best! Isaiah 64:6 tells me that 
my righteous acts are like filthy rags. Romans 4:5 
explains that not our works, but our faith in Christ is 
counted as righteousness. Confronted with Christ’s 
righteousness, the devil has no choice but to flee. 
When asked how he overcame the devil, Martin 
Luther once commented: “Well, when he comes 
knocking at the door of my heart, and asks ‘Who 
lives here?’ the dear Lord Jesus goes to the door 
and says, “Martin Luther used to live here, but he 

has moved out. Now I live here.” 1  Ephesians 6:15: 
“and with your feet fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of peace.”- Sandals or shoes 
protect our feet even when walking through the filth 
of this world. Again only Christ is able to accomplish 
this. Through his atoning sacrifice we are protected, 
which allows us to have a peace that surpasses all 
understanding.

     Ephesians 6:16: “In addition to all this, take 
up the shield of faith… “- Our faith should never be 
in ourselves, or in our own abilities. No, our faith is 
in him, for he has already overcome the evil one!

     Ephesians 6:17: “Take the helmet of salva-
tion… “ A helmet protects our head, our very 
thoughts. Satan would love us to start doubting. Yet 
we need not fear, our mind need not be troubled for 
our salvation is sure through Christ.

     Vs 17…”and the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the word of God.”-  The word of God, the Bible, 
helps us to fend off the devil’s attacks. Remember 
when Christ was tempted in the wilderness? Each 
time he quoted scripture, and the devil eventually 
departed. God’s word is a sharp two edged sword 
that he has provided for us so we can rightly discern 
the devil’s treacherous ways.

So don’t be overly concerned when your hear 
Satan roar. We are well protected; Our Lord and 
Saviour has already given us all we need to over-
come him.

1 The Speakers Quote Book- Roy B. Zuck, Kregel Academic 2009)

from page 6

Yes, but I lost it at the riverside when the wind 
took it away!” The boy responded tearfully.

“Oh, but I bought it and paid good money for 
it. If you want it back you will have to buy it. Now 
run along and only come back if you have the right 
amount to pay.”

His grief was doubled, but so was his determi-
nation. He ran all the way home, 
rushed into his bedroom, grabbed 
his piggy bank and broke it on the 
floor. He counted his savings and 
found that if he wanted his ship 
back it would take every penny he 
had.

A JOYFUL REUNION 

He ran right back to the shop 
and, out of breath, placed the due 
amount on the counter. 

With a business-like air the 
shop owner counted every last penny. 

“Fine, you have just enough here. You may take 
the ship out of the window, because if you drop it 
now, it will be your loss.”

Happily he left the shop caressing the little 
sailing ship to his breast. Tears of joy welled up as 
he talked to his little ship.

“Little ship, I made you. You were mine. “But then 
I lost you. A bad wind changed and took you away. 
Someone who did not like you found you and sold 
you just like they sold Joseph in Egypt, to a bad man 

who thought he owned you, because he bought you.
Then I took everything I had and paid the price 

the shopkeeper demanded for you.”
With eyes sparkling and gently stroking the little 

sails he said. 
“Little ship, now you are twice as much mine!”

In his immense love 
God created humanity and 
proclaimed us as very good. 
He owned us firstly. But then 
the ill winds of evil blew us into 
the grip of the adversary who 
would not let go of us. But God 
so loved the world that he sent 
Jesus – his very own Son -to pay 
the ultimate price demanded. 

We are twice as much His. 
Don’t you think he is entitled to 
a little jealousy?

In his letter to the Corinthians, 
Paul says he is jealous for them with a godly jeal-
ousy. And why? “I promised you to one husband, to 
Christ…But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived 
by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow 
be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion 
to Christ (2 Corinthians 11: 2-3).”

Yes, our God is a jealous God. He paid for us 
with his own blood. He doesn’t want us to drift away 
into dangerous uncharted waters where we may not 
be able to find our way back into the safe harbour 
of his love.

nation. He ran all the way home, 
rushed into his bedroom, grabbed 
his piggy bank and broke it on the 
floor. He counted his savings and 
found that if he wanted his ship 
back it would take every penny he 

He ran right back to the shop 
and, out of breath, placed the due 

With a business-like air the 
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God Spoke To Me?

Iwas recently enjoying a walk 
along the Sea Point promenade 
in Cape Town, reflecting on life 

and the magnificence of the ocean, 
when I noticed a young lady sitting 
on a bench close by.  She suddenly 
got up, walked over to me and after 
introducing herself emphatically 

announced; “God has just 
spoken to me and wants me to 
let you know that your prayers 
will be answered.”    

What a startling statement!  I was 
intrigued, and in some ways mystified by 

this brief encounter.  It brought to mind an incident 
that occurred several years ago when a close friend 
of mine became seriously ill with a life threatening 
infirmity.  Many prayed that God would intervene 
and restore him back to health.  An acquaintance 
called me on the phone while my friend was under-
going surgical treatment and comforted me with the 
following words; “God spoke to me in the shower 
this morning and told me that it is not time for him 
to die.”  Sadly, he died within a few days of this so 
called divine revelation.

THE INSIDE TRACK

What a dilemma? Does God really speak to us 
and if so, how?  Do some people have the inside 
track on God and others not?   Did the two people 
above really hear the voice of God?  What about the 
person who was clearly wrong?  Was it a figment of 
his imagination or was he simply convinced in his 

own mind that it was not my friend’s time to die and 
the Lord wanted him to convey this message to me?  

Firstly, it is important to appreciate the magni-
tude of God’s love for you.  He cherishes your 
friendship and wants to enjoy a personal relation-
ship with you. He wants you to share your concerns, 
hopes and dreams with him through prayer and 
meditation. Jesus talks openly about his infinite 
love for the disciples, calling them his friends (John 
15:14). Indeed, Jesus stepped into human history 
and demonstrated his love for you and me through 
his tortuous death and glorious resurrection.  And in 
so doing God has extended his hand of friendship 
to you, bringing his divine love, intimacy and close-
ness into your very heart and soul.

  However, we are still faced with the somewhat 
enigmatic question of how God talks to you.  After 
all, any meaningful relationship is not a one sided 
affair.  It involves talking and listening on the part 
of both parties.

ONE CALLED ALONGSIDE

A vital key to understanding this question lies in 
the absolute promise Jesus has given to you and 
me: “And I will ask the Father and he will give you 
another Counsellor to be with you forever – the Spirit 
of truth.  The world cannot accept him, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him…But, the Coun-
sellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
my name, will teach you all things, and will remind 
you of everything I have said to you (John 14:16–17, 
26).”

The Greek word for Counsellor is “Paracletos” 
which means helper or one called alongside to help.  
The foundation of our two way conversation with 
God the Father and Jesus the Son is embodied in 
the Holy Spirit, the third person of the triune God.  
Christ comes to take residence in your heart through 
the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.  Note 
the breathtaking pronouncement by Jesus in John 

By Bob Klynsmith
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7:37–38: “On the last and greatest day of the Feast, 
Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, ‘If anyone 
is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever 
believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of 
living water will flow from within him.’  By this he 
meant the Spirit, whom those who believe in him 
would later receive.”

The Holy Spirit interacts intimately with you as 
you allow God the Father and Jesus to speak to you 
through the Holy Scriptures, opening your mind 
to understand God and his purpose for your life.  
Think about it!  The door is wide open for you to 
interact with the Creator of the universe. The unique 
personal bond between you and your God will grow 
from strength to strength as you speak with Him in 
prayer and he talks to you through his word. 

It would be difficult for your friendship with God 
to blossom if you did not spend time getting to know 
him in regular prayer, bible study, and meditation.  
Reflection and meditation is crucial to nurturing a 
close relationship with the Lord: “Be still and know 
that I am God (Psalm 46:11).”  

If every moment of your life is tightly diarised 
with activity, it is almost impossible to hear the still 
small voice of God and be sensitive to the leading 
of the Spirit.  Leading a fast paced frenetic life can 
strangle the transforming presence of the Holy Spirit 
in your life.  One of the world’s most respected spir-
itual leaders, Mother Theresa, mentioned that God 
cannot be found in noise and restlessness. 

 THE HORSE WHISPERER

I was fascinated by the film called Tornado, an 
extraordinary account of a renowned South African 
horse whisperer.  The story revolves around the 
taming of a magnificent wild stallion through the 
talents of a horse whisperer.  A wonderful bond and 
spirit of peace between horse and rider transpired 
after the horse whisperer had spent many hours, 
days, weeks and months of stillness in the presence 
of Tornado, the glistening stallion.  Stillness and 
reflection in the presence of God will often help to 
crystallise the leading of the Holy Spirit in your life.      

South African evangelist and author, Andrew 
Murray states “I have learned to place myself before 
God everyday as a vessel to be filled with his Holy 
Spirit.”

I am sure you are already becoming inherently 
aware of the many different ways in which God 
speaks to you.  You will find that as you develop 

“oneness” with the triune God your understanding 
of his will for your life will become more and more 
apparent.  Author and theological lecturer, Robert 
Boyd Munger, summarised this very succinctly: “The 
closer you get to the heart of God, the closer you 
get to what is on God’s heart.”

When you allow God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit 
to fill your life, you will enjoy his presence as you 
continue to experience the ebb and flow of life 
in everything you do...in blessings and trials, the 
people you meet, the articles you read, the spiritual 
messages you listen to as well as the experiences 
and lessons learned from others.  Indeed, your 
friendship with God will become dynamic, filled 
with  joy and peace. 

DANGER ZONES

However, it is important to remain alert to certain 
critical danger zones when it comes to under-
standing God’s will.  There are those who will give 
advice claiming that God has spoken to them.  It is 
in fact seldom that the Spirit will tell one person to 
give specific instructions to another.  If we think the 
Holy Spirit is leading us to do something we need to 
ensure it is in alignment with the scriptures.  Peruse 
the scriptures carefully and make certain that you 
understand and interpret them correctly.  Talking to 
a seasoned counsellor will provide additional help 
in discerning whether any advice you have received 
is in line with the wisdom of God and the leading of 
the Holy Spirit.

If, as you contemplate a certain course of action 
you feel troubled or a lack of peace, this may very 
well be a warning to press the pause button and 
reflect more deeply about the course of action you 
wish to take.  The Holy Spirit does work with our 
conscience as indicated by the apostle Paul: “I speak 
the truth in Christ...my conscience confirms it in the 
Holy Spirit (Romans 9:1-2).”

Indeed, a close, relationship with God enables 
you to hear him in various  ways as you think and 
act in the stream of His love.

Finally, you need to appreciate your freedom to 
make choices without God’s direct intervention at 
every turn as you encounter many defining experi-
ences in your life.  God respects your freedom to 
choose.  Yes, you will make good and bad choices, 
which may have nothing to do with sin or righteous-
ness.  Recognise this as an integral part of your 
ongoing personal transformation and growth in 
character.  But, be assured that God will be with you 
every step of the way.     

Let’s bring this life changing truth to a fitting 
conclusion “I pray that out of his glorious riches he 
may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in 
your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith.  And I pray that you, being 
rooted and established in love, may have power, 
together with all the saints to grasp how wide 
and long and high and deep is the love of Christ 
(Ephesians 3:16–18).” F2F
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SPECIAL OUTFIT NEEDED

Iam looking forward to a very 
special family occasion in a few 
months’ time. My son, whom 

we all thought to be a confirmed 
bachelor, is getting married! 

 He is tall and handsome and well built, and his 
fiancé is surely going to be the most beautiful bride 
who ever walked down an aisle. (If you detect a 
little maternal bias, you could be right.) 

And what are my first concerns 
about this? You guessed! “What shall 
I wear?” Wouldn’t this be the thought 
of most mothers whose offspring are 
about to tie the knot?  I know without 
a doubt that there is absolutely 
nothing in my wardrobe which would 
suit the occasion, so I’ll have to go 
out and buy something. And it will 

have to be special and fit properly. Whether I like 
it or not, the mother of the bridegroom occupies a 
place of honour at any wedding. 

The Bible also tells us about a special wedding 
celebration. For this one you cannot possibly come 
up with any suitable outfit no matter where you 
shop or even if you have it custom designed. It is in 
fact, supplied by the host!

UNINVITED GUESTS DISCOURAGED

First century Jewish wedding customs held that 
the father of the groom was in charge of the event, 
and bore all the expenses of the wedding and recep-
tion. In the case of royalty or the very wealthy, this 
often included providing a specially made garment 
to be worn over the guest’s regular clothing. This 
wedding garment was presented to the guest on 
arrival and donned immediately. Although wearing 
it wasn’t mandatory – you could still be admitted 
to the feast - it was considered to be a great insult 
to the father of the groom if refused, and could 
get a guest ejected from the festivities. In the case 
of large gatherings it also served as identification 
to discourage uninvited guests from crashing the 
party.

A SERIOUS OFFENCE
In Matthew 22 we read about a King who prepared 
a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his serv-
ants out to tell those who had been invited to come, 
but they simply weren’t interested. They had farms 
and businesses to attend to. To add injury to insult, 
some of those who were invited turned on the 
king’s servants and abused and killed them. So the 
king, enraged by their behaviour, sent some other 
servants out to the street corners to invite anyone – 
good or bad – to this special feast. And the wedding 
hall was filled with guests.

Then the king noticed that one of the guests 
was not wearing a “wedding garment.”  The man 

was completely tongue-tied when asked how he 
had managed to get in without the proper apparel. 
This was such a serious offence that he was literally 
thrown out of the assembly. 

And why is the correct clothing so important on 
this occasion? And why can’t we obtain it ourselves? 
Because when the bride of Christ – those who are 
his at his coming (1 Corinthians 15:23) is united 
with her Lord and Master, she will be clothed in 
spotless white garments which can only be provided 
by Jesus Christ himself. In the parable, those on the 
highways and byways could hardly have had time 
to get the proper attire, so it would have to have 
been given to them on arrival. 

SPOTLESS GARMENTS

In the parable the guests who accepted the 
wedding invitation, both the good and bad, taken  
from the highways and byways, will in fact become 
the corporate bride of Christ. And that is why the 
garment was of crucial importance.

Many references to spotless white garments in 
the New Testament make it clear that these repre-
sent the righteousness of Christ, which cover our 
own sinfulness, as in the case of the prodigal son, 
who didn’t even have time to take a 
shower before being clothed with a 
beautiful robe. 

In the Book of Revelation, where 
John has a vision of the wedding of 
the Lamb, we read : “Let us rejoice 
and be glad…for the wedding of 
the lamb has come, and his bride has 
made herself ready. Fine linen, bright 
and clean was given to her to wear.”

These beautiful words of prophecy 
in the book of Isaiah are worth remem-
bering whenever we feel discouraged at 
our own lack of righteousness:

“I delight greatly in the Lord; my 
soul rejoices in my God. For he has 
clothed me with garments of salva-
tion and arrayed me in a robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom 
adorns his head like a priest, 
and as a bride adorns herself 
with jewels (Isaiah 61:10)”

How amazing to 
realise that God 
himself is preparing 
and designing our 
wedding garments. 
All we have to 
do is to trust 
him to know 
exactly what 
suits us. 

By Hilary Jacobs
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Train Up a Child...Train Up a Child...

Most Christian parents 
want nothing more than 
for their children to know 

Jesus Christ. For years I read several 
scriptural passages that informed 
my approach to parenting. 

For example, Deuteronomy 6:7, in the context of 
the commandments that God gave to the Israelites 
after their exodus from Egypt, says “Impress them 
[the commandments] on your children. Talk about 
them when you sit at home and when you walk 
along the road, and when you lie down and when 
you get up.” 

Proverbs 22:6, in 
my understanding at 
the time, put a great 
deal of pressure on 
parents, for it said, 

“Train a child in the 
way he should go, 
and when he is old 
he will not turn from 
it.”

Such passages 
convinced me that my 
children’s commit-
ment to Jesus was 
squarely a function 
of how I trained them. 
Only if I did my job 
well would my chil-
dren “not turn from” 
the way they should go. What pressure! I had better 
get this Christian parenting thing right! 

IS IT REALLY ALL ON YOU?

But is a child’s eternal relationship with God 
truly a function of parental or caregiver teaching? 
Some parents work with their children from a young 
age, reading from the Bible, praying with and for 
their children, exposing them to multiple church 
activities and functions, ensuring they attend camps 
and mission trips, exposing them to passionate and 
charismatic youth ministers, only to see their chil-
dren dismiss Christianity as adults.

In my ministry of some 30 years, much of it 
exclusively focused on working with children and 
adolescents, I have been approached by numerous 

“model” Christian parents who harbor guilt and 
shame because despite their having faithfully 
followed all the “right” childrearing principles, their 
children reach adulthood with no interest in devel-
oping a relationship with Jesus. 

Early in my ministry I would have concluded that 
such parents had not done a good job of bringing 
up their children in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord (Ephesians 6:4). No matter how devoted 

they had been, I would have thought, if they had 
truly done their jobs, their children would automati-
cally grow into committed Christian adults. 

PARENTAL ROLE

Research shows that many who enter a 
committed relationship with Jesus did so before 
the age of 13. George Barna’s research in 2004 
(www.barna.org) indicates “that nearly half of all 
Americans who accept Jesus Christ as their savior 
do so before reaching the age of 13 (43%), and that 
two out of three born again Christians made that 
commitment to Christ before their 18th birthday.” 
Furthermore, Barna’s research shows that “among 
Christians who embraced Christ before their teen 

years, half were led to 
Christ by their parents, 
with another one in 
five led by some other 
friend or relative.” 

The words of Paul 
in 2 Timothy 3:14-15 
are of interest in this 
context: “But as for you, 
continue in what you 
have learned and have 
become convinced 
of, because you know 
those from whom you 
learned it, and how 
from infancy you have 
known the holy Scrip-
tures, which are able 
to make you wise for 
salvation through faith 
in Jesus Christ.” Parents 

clearly have an important role, but that does not 
change the fact that faith is a personal matter, one 
that all individuals must decide on for themselves.

At what age can children begin trusting in Christ?
Many Christians believe that children must be 

a certain age before they can truly understand the 
fullness of the gospel message of Jesus. In my early 
ministry I was convinced that pre-adolescent (and 
even adolescent) children were not mature enough 
to make a commitment to Jesus. I expected young 
people to be of a certain age, and even then, I 
emphasized their “producing fruit in keeping with 
repentance” (Matthew 3:8). I couldn’t imagine a 
child even knowing the full ramification of what 

“repentance” means. 
So what is repentance? Several years ago, my 

wife shared an experience with me regarding a 
time when she was working with relatively young 
children in a children’s ministry. She said that when 
a small boy, around the age of 6, was asked about 
his commitment, he simply said, “I choose God.” 
Wow! What more needs to be said with respect to 
repentance?

One of the great moments of my life was 
watching one of my sons, early in his teen years, 

By Jeb Egbert
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GOD IS IN OUR MOMENTS

My dad used to say time goes so fast it seems as 
if every other day is Thursday. When time goes that 
quickly, the seconds, minutes and hours of life can 
run together and get lost. James was right—life is like 
a mist that appears for a little while then vanishes 
(James 4:14).

“Teach us to number our days aright,” Moses asked 
God, “that we may gain a heart of wisdom” (Psalm 
90:12). How do we do this? Author Mark Buchanan 
suggests we “work out where time and eternity meet. 
Pay attention to how God is afoot in the mystery of 
each moment, in its mad rush or maddening plod. 
He is present in both. But too often, we are so time-

obsessed that we take no time to really 
notice” (The Rest of God, Thomas 
Nelson, 2006).

Do you pay attention to how God is 
afoot in the mystery of each moment? 
Or do you let them blur together in a 
mad rush to get everything done? 

I may have mentioned a time or two 
I’m a big Star Trek fan. I enjoyed all the 

movies (even the odd-numbered ones). In Insurrection,
a Ba’ku woman named Anij teaches Captain Jean-Luc 
Picard how to capture a single moment. She slows time, 
allowing him to see the beating wings of a hummingbird 
as it hovers over a flower. When her life is in danger, 
he practices this technique and is able to keep her alive 
until help arrives.While we can’t slow time (I wish), we 

can pause to notice the mystery of God in our moments.
Pick a moment and focus on where you are, what 
you’re doing, who you’re with and how God is present. 
Take a mental snapshot and praise God for what you 
see. In a way, time will slow down and you’ll be fully 
in the moment.

I remember doing this one day when my kids and I 
were at a park. It was a beautiful day—perfect weather, 
everyone was happy and healthy. We were with a good 
friend and my kids were playing and laughing. As I 
watched them, I realized this was one of those perfect 
moments in time that would never come again. I took 
a mental snapshot, noting every detail of the moment. 
I can still picture it in my mind, many years later. 

Why is this important, you may be wondering? We 
are told in 1 Peter 1:24, “People are like grass; their 
beauty is like a flower in the field. The grass withers and 
the flower fades.” (NLT). We aren’t here long, and we 
look forward to a better future with the Lord. But 
while we’re here, we might as well enjoy it. The West-
minster Shorter Catechism states: “Man’s chief end is 
to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.” 

Let yourself slow down a little and enjoy God, 
giving him glory and thanks as you go through your 
day. He is present in the meeting of time and eternity 
as we live, move and have our being in him. 

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey
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afoot in the mystery of each moment? 
Or do you let them blur together in a 
mad rush to get everything done? 

I’m a big Star Trek fan. I enjoyed all the 
movies (even the odd-numbered ones). In 

kneeling with a friend and taking 
communion. It was a moment I 
will never forget. Could it be real? 
Could it be lasting? He seemed 
too young.

THE WILL AND 
WORK OF JESUS

Peter says in 2 Peter 3:9, “The
Lord is not slow in keeping his 
promise, as some understand 
slowness. He is patient with you, 
not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come 
to repentance.” This is the same Peter who said in 
Acts 15:11, “We believe it is through the grace of our 
Lord Jesus that we are saved.”

Grace is the work of Jesus, not the work of 
parents. Parents are flawed. We make mistakes. But 
grace covers those mistakes. Grace says, “In spite of 
mistakes, I love you and will redeem you.” Timothy 
adds, “This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who 
wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowl-
edge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:3-4, TNIV). 

Jesus’ work is a work of grace, and it is a work 
that is alive in all people, including our children. 
Jesus is patient. His timing is different than ours. 

We want to know that our children have a 
committed relationship with Jesus, and we are 
perplexed or even disturbed when we do not see 
evidence of such a relationship. But we can rest 
in the fact that not only is God patient with all, he 
wants all to be saved. 

Parents have an important role to play in teaching 
their children about an enduring relationship with 

Jesus. But a child’s choices are not 
completely dependent on how 
well parents teach them. 

God wants our children have 
a relationship with him. He is at 
work in them, and he is patient in 
that work. That doesn’t diminish 
the importance of our instruction 
of our children. But it should give 
us pause to trust our children to 
God instead of fretting over them 
ourselves. Our role as parents is 
only one small part of the picture. 

Jesus’ role as Redeemer is what really matters.

SO WHAT SHOULD WE DO?

Given this, it is the responsibility of adults to 
follow the biblical admonition to teach our children 
and to bring them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. And if we do, can we know with certainty 
that our children will have the deep, abiding, inti-
mate relationship with God that we pray for? No, 
we can’t. But thank God it doesn’t depend on us. 

What we can know is that God loves our children 
unconditionally, that Christ has included them in 
his atoning and redemptive work,that he will never 
cease to work with them and will never let them go. 

As a parent, I can think of no better assurance 
than that!

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey
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By Shaun de Greeff

The year was 1945. Billy Graham 
and Charles Templeton were 
preaching at Christian rallies 

in Europe drawing huge crowds. 
The duo seemed unstoppable as 
they drew people to Christ in a post 
World War II era that was desperate 
for change. But all was not well.

Templeton, who had converted to 
Christianity in miraculous fashion started 
having doubts -doubts which he shared 
with Graham. As time went by a young 
Billy Graham was faced with a choice. 
Should he continue to believe in God, 
despite the questions he had, or should 
he give up?

It all came to a head in 1949, when 
after searching the scriptures for the answers he 
sought and not finding 
them, Billy Graham fell 
to his knees and prayed: 

“Father, I am going to 
accept this as Your Word 
– by faith! I’m going to 
allow faith to go beyond 
my intellectual ques-
tions and doubts and I 
will believe that this is 
Your inspired Word.”1

In the end, the 
difference between 
Templeton and Graham 
boiled down to faith. The 
faith that Billy Graham 
had, made it possible 
for him to remain a 
Christian and eventu-
ally become one of the most influential preachers 
in modern day Christianity. The lack of faith on 
the other hand, resigned Charles Templeton to 
becoming an agnostic who could not reconcile with 
God.

THE BIG QUESTION

If faith is the only requirement for salvation 
(Romans 10:9) then how much of it do I need to be 
saved?

Have you ever read Hebrews 11, commonly 
called the faith chapter, about those stalwarts of the 

faith and asked yourself if you can measure up to 
them? I know I have and I have fallen desperately 
short every time.

In order to find the answer to the question, join 
me as we take a closer look at the example that 
Jesus left for us in Mathew 14:22 and John 6:16.

THE BOAT THAT ROCKS

In Mathew 14 and John 6, we find Jesus and his 
disciples trying to find some solitude after learning 
the devastating news of the death of John the 
Baptist. John had been beheaded by king Herod as 
a birthday gift to his niece. 

If faith is the only requirement 
for salvation then how much 

of it do I need to be saved? 

Jesus was probably very upset at the death of 
John the Baptist and 
wanted to mourn in 
private, but the crowds 
would not let him, and 
being Jesus, he took pity 
on them. He healed their 
sick and then proceeded 
to feed more than 5000 
people with 5 loaves of 
bread and 2 fishes.

 We read that Jesus 
dismisses the crowds 
and gives the disciples 
the instruction to go to 
Capernaum, a small 
fishing town on the 
northern shores of the 
Sea of Galilee. After the 
disciples got into the 

boat, Jesus went up the mountain to pray.
Some time passes and it gets dark. A strong wind 

picks up over the Sea of Galilee, which at it’s widest 
point is about 20kms wide. The storm gets so bad 
that the disciples have to row with all their might to 
keep afloat. At about 3am in the morning, and after 
battling the entire night with the waves, the tired 
disciples see someone walking to them on the water. 
They thought that Jesus was a ghost. Needless to 
say they freaked out! They must have thought that 
this was the end and that soon they would be dining 
with the fishes, so to speak.
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But Jesus calls out to them and assures them that 
it is him. Peter, not completely convinced, says to 
Christ that if he really is Jesus, he could tell Peter to 
come to him and Peter would then also be able to 
walk on water. 

So Christ does 
exactly that. Peter 
decides that he can 
walk to Jesus on the 
water and has some 
measure of success 
until his surround-
ings, the fear and 
tiredness take their 
toll. All of a sudden 
he becomes unsure, 
and the confidence 
and faith that he had 
moments ago vanish 
and he begins to sink.  
In shear panic Peter 
cries out “Lord, save 
me!” and immedi-
ately Christ catches 
him and says, “You 
of little faith, why did 
you doubt? (Matthew 
14:31).”

As they climb 
into the boat, the 
sea calms down, the 
disciples praise God, 
proclaim Jesus as the Son of God and the boat is 
miraculously transported the remainder of the way 
to the town of Gennesaret  (which was a couple of 
kilometers from Capernaum).

HOW DID THE DISCIPLES FARE  
IN THE FAITH TEST?

So how did the disciples fare in this test of faith?
•	 All	twelve	apostles,	who	were	hand-picked

by Christ, were terrified of the circumstances 
they were in. None had faith that Jesus

 would save them.
•	 The	 Bible	 only	 tells	 us	 that	 Peter	 had	 the

courage to try and walk on water, the
 others clearly did not even have that.
•	 Even	 Peter	 who	 thought	 	 he	 had	 enough

faith, when faced with the reality of the
moment buckled under the pressure 

 and failed.
•	 Jesus	did	not	let	Peter	or	the	other	disciples	

drown because of their lack of faith, but 
actually calmed the seas and then 

 transported them the other side of the lake.

WE ARE SAVED BY THE FAITH  
OF CHRIST, NOT OUR OWN.

In the King James Version, Galatians 2:20 reads: 
“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live 
in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself for me.” 

David Torrance a noted theologian writes: 
(emphasis added):

We are saved by Christ’s faith and obedience to 
the Father, not ours. My brother Tom [Torrance] often 
quoted Galatians 2:20…. Such is the wording of the 

KJV, which I believe is 
a correct translation…. 

Other translators, 
like those of the New 
International Version, 
apparently because 
they found it so diffi-
cult to believe we can 
live by Christ’s faith 
rather than our faith, 
have altered the text 
to make it read, “I live 
by faith in the Son of 
God”! – something 
altogether different! 

That translation 
takes away from the 
vicarious nature of 
Christ’s life of faith. 
It is by his faith [not 
ours] that we are 
saved and live! Our 
faith is a thankful 
response to his faith. 

When we look back along our lives and ponder 
how disobedient we at times have been and 
continue to be, it is marvellously comforting to 
know that Christ gives us his life of obedience to 
the Father and that it is Christ’s obedience which 
counts. We are saved by his obedience, not ours.2

CONCLUSION

If we look at the story of Billy Graham and the 
disciples it is remarkable to see that in both cases the 
individuals were unsure, scared and did not know 
what to do. In both cases when they took a leap of 
faith, however fragile it was, God, through Jesus 
in the case of the disciples and through the Holy 
Spirit (the comforter) in the case of Billy Graham 
had enough faith to pull them all through.

Your conversion, faith and the transformation of 
your life has much less to do with you than you may 
think. Once you have made the decision to follow 
God and keep on choosing to let him work with you, 
he not only transforms your mind but also sustains 
you.

So to answer the question I began with: Is eternal 
life dependant on the amount of faith that I have? 
The answer is no…it is dependant on how much 
faith God has in us….and our God is a awesome 
God with awesome faith. 

1. The Case for Faith, Lee Strobel, Zondervan Publishers
2. An Introduction to Torrance Theology, pp. 7-8 emphasis added
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By Gordon Green

World Cup 2010 is over.  
But what a spectacular 
event it was!  Never before 

has South Africa experienced such 
excitement as soccer mania swept 
through the country. 

Dubbed as the greatest show on earth, hundreds 
of thousands of fans from all over the world flocked 
into our land.  For a month the eyes of every soccer 

lover were on the rainbow nation.  The 
world’s greatest players had descended 
on our country to fight for the honour 
of World Cup Champion.  South Africa 
was on the world stage!

  The opening ceremony was stun-
ning.  About 60 000 spectators waved 
flags from around the world, clapped 
and cheered wildly as they experienced 

a kaleidoscope of colour and sound, scent and 
motion. In a dazzling burst of joy, colour and noise, 
hundreds of African dancers in vivid greens, reds 
and yellows paraded onto the field.

When the national anthem was sung, fans from 
across the racial divide linked arms and roared 
with approval when their team appeared. What a 
privilege to be part of such a historical moment!  
The collective roar and blast of vuvuzelas that 
greeted the stunning opening goal was enough to 
be heard beyond our borders.

The event was full of great stories, surprises, 
disappointments - and certainly not without fault.  
But who can forget the display of amazing athleti-
cism, individual skill and single minded determina-
tion of some of the world’s greatest players?   And 
let us also not forget the skills, creativity, coopera-
tion, commitment, knowledge and hard work that 
went on during the long, tough journey to the 
world cup.  One newspaper reported that “football 
fans ran out of superlatives” to describe World Cup 
planning.  With ten spectacular new or upgraded 
stadiums, as many new or revamped airports, 
hundreds of kilometres of expanded highways and 
city streets, and the continent’s first high-speed 
train up and running, South Africa is rightly proud 
of its achievement. 

HUMANITY AT ITS BEST?

Isn’t it amazing what human beings can 
achieve? Some have even argued that in such an 
event humanity is seen at its best. Yet an event like 
this fades into a formless grey against the splen-
dour of something infinitely greater.  In fact it is 
something so awesome that even the angels are 
astonished!  Is this possible?  It is not only possible 
it has happened. 

In the New Testament we find one of the most 
astonishing and mysterious passages in the Bible: 

 His intent was that now, through the church, the 
manifold wisdom of God should be made known 
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms 
(Ephesians 3:10) 

These words express thoughts that stagger 

The greatest 
show on earth

-WATCHED BY ANGELS-
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the mind’s ability to comprehend and appreciate. 
The implication is that, not only is the good news 
of Jesus Christ to be preached to humans -  it is 
a message for the angels as well!  But how is this 
possible and why?  Surely the angelic realm  knows 
everything?  When stars were flung, oceans were 
dug and mountains erupted out of flatlands, they 
were there.  They were also there when God created 
a human being  – fearfully and wonderfully made in 
body, in stature, in mind, and in soul - surely God’s 
wisdom in its fullest glory?

A fascinating word is used to describe the wisdom 
of God – manifold. It means ‘many- coloured’. Just 
as a beautiful picture is composed of many different 
colours and shades, so the wisdom of God has 
many aspects, forms, implications, and threads.  
For example, we see God’s 
wisdom in all its rich variety 
in nature; two mountains or 
clouds or sunsets are never 
exactly the same.  Every 
one of us is unique.  But 
wait, there is more. There is 
something even greater and 
larger.  

YOU HAVE A NEW LIFE

Before creation God had 
a plan (Ephesians 1:4-5).  It 
was a plan so amazing that 
humans - and angels - with 
all their wisdom, knowledge 
and creativity could never 
have conceived.  It was a 
plan to bring you and me 
and everyone into a relationship with God.  This 
involved the Son of God becoming a human so that 
you could share nothing less than the life he shares 
with the Father and the Spirit.  As a human he dealt 
with sin and therefore you are forgiven, accepted 
and adopted by God.  Just like the father of the 
prodigal son, the Father has embraced you in his 
loving arms.  You have a new life (Acts 5:20)!  You 
don’t have to improve first; he already loves you, 
in spite of your darkest sins and has already done 
everything needed for your salvation.  Such is the 
great wisdom of God!  He kept this a secret but now 
the secret is out. The mystery has been revealed.  
This is the best news imaginable!

It is as if the world is the stage, 
the followers of Christ around 

the world are the actors and 
the audience is the angels!

Who is it that must teach this good news?  The 
Church. What is the Church?  It is not a building but 
a people. A multi-racial, multi-cultural people who, 
like a beautiful tapestry, come from a wide range 
of colourful backgrounds.  They are a people who 
have said “yes” to Jesus.  An undeserving people 
who have been given the privilege and responsi-
bility to paint something so beautiful that even the 
angels are awestruck.  It is as if the world is the 
stage, the followers of Christ around the world are 
the actors and the audience is the angels! They are 

the spectators of the whole drama of salvation.  In 
1Peter 1:12 we read about the angels “longing to 
look into these things”.  It is as if they are stooping 
over to get a better look. These majestic, impres-
sive, mighty beings have never seen anything like it. 
God’s plan is so breathtaking, so magnificent that 
even they - who have spent their entire existence in 
the presence of God - are instructed. As someone 
once said “The history of the Christian church 
becomes a graduate school for angels.” Such is the 
great wisdom of God!

An analogy will help us get a better grasp of this. 
When light is passed through a transparent prism 
(for example a glass triangle) the whiteness of the 
light is broken up into the colours of the rainbow.  
Imagine the triangle is the church.  Initially, the 

angels had seen the whiteness 
but “now” they are seeing all 
of the shades of God’s wisdom 
in its rich variety.  Without the 
church the angels could see the 
light, they could see the wisdom 
in general, but not the amazing 
variety. God’s wisdom is even 
greater than the angels ever 
imagined – there are more tints 
and colours in it of which they 
never had been aware! This is 
so breathtaking that it had not 
only been hidden from humans 
but even from the angels!  But 
now it is different.   What should 
be happening in the church 
is far more important than we 
may realise!

OUR MOTTO IN GRACE COMMUNION 
INTERNATIONAL IS “LIVING AND SHARING
THE GOSPEL”.

 It reminds us that Jesus lives in us and that our 
lives are to be a reflection to others of God’s love.  It 
is also our prayer and desire that through the pages 
of magazines and radio broadcasts such as Face to 
Face the good news will shine brightly to guide a 
confused, scared and sad world.

In a very real and sobering way, Christians 
must actually become the gospel to those around 
them.   The obvious question is:  Am I reflecting 
this wisdom of God?  Are you?  Because of God’s 
plan, Jesus lives in us and he has a name:  Light of 
the World (John 8:12).  Do others see it?  Do others 
see him?  Do others see us forgiving one another, 
patiently serving and encouraging one another?  
Do the angels see us depending on God and on a 
community of compassionate friends?  Do they see 
us reaching out to others?  South Africa welcoming 
people from all over the world during the World 
Cup provides us with a tiny picture of the generosity 
that God displays to everyone.

God, in his many-sided wisdom could have done 
it all differently.  But he didn’t.  He has chosen to live 
in ordinary, imperfect people like you and me and 
to use us weak humans as the major expression of 
himself.  The Church is called to be the community 
in which the light of Jesus Christ is allowed to shine.  
No church is faultless yet when the Church is func-
tioning properly we are a light on a hill in a dark 
world - but not just that – the entire cosmos too!

For example, we see God’s 
wisdom in all its rich variety 
in nature; two mountains or 
clouds or sunsets are never 
exactly the same.  Every 
one of us is unique.  But 
wait, there is more. There is 
something even greater and 

Before creation God had 
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Ancestor Worship!
A Counterfeit of the real thing?

If you are African, you probably 
know somebody who worships, 
consults, or prays to their 

ancestors. In fact, chances are, you 
probably do that yourself. 

When things are not going well for you, like 
when you are sick, or have lost your job, or 
somebody you love has just died, you may visit a 
sangoma (inyanga, traditional healer, etc) to advise 
you what to do. More often than not, the sangoma

will tell you that the ancestors are not 
happy. They want you to perform some 
ritual like slaughter a goat for them, or 
have what is called ingoma, where you 
will dance yourself into a trance until the 
spirit of the ancestors comes upon you.

This is not strange. All humans seek 
their gods when things are not going 
well for them. Some Africans believe 
their ancestors are their gods. They 

should have answers to life’s problems. They 
believe that those who brought us into being, our 
parents, our ancestors, our gods, must be able to 
help when we have problems. So, many Africans 
who grow up without knowing their father feel lost. 
When they are grown up, and things are not going 
well, they go out looking for their father, and their 
ancestry. There is even a popular program on TV 
called Khumbul’ekhaya that helps people connect 
with their lost families. When life is not making 
sense, it is a correct human response to seek the 
ancestors, except that the devil hijacks the exercise. 
In the end, there are no answers.

A STUNTED
GENEALOGY

In seeking answers from 
their ancestors, humans 
need to trace their ancestry. 
Unfortunately, the devil 
made sure they did a super-
ficial job of it. They sought 
their ancestry going back 
three or four generations at 
most. When one does that, 

you end up with a stunted genealogy and ancestry. 
For example, if I were to seek to discover my ances-
tors, I will establish who my father’s father is, and 
then who my father’s father’s father is, and I will 
continue with this process until I cannot go back-
wards anymore. So when I do that, I discover that 
my ancestry goes back to Adam, the first man. But I 
also have to ask, who was Adam’s father?

The answer leads me to the Triune God who is 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The interesting fact is 
that this Father God, actually made Adam in his 
own image, in the same way that I am in fact the 
image of my human father, who is an image of his 
human father, who is also an image of his father 
before him. So when you do that exploration, you 
are forced to go back to the original image of the 
first Father, who is God, who the scriptures tell us 
created us in his own image, in his likeness.

My human ancestors and yours 
are dead and buried. But our 

real ancestor is a “Living God”.  

So, true ancestral worship is the worship of the 
one True God, from whom we have all descended. 
In the Book of Daniel he is referred to as the “Ancient 
of Days”. Although our humanity descended from 
Adam and we have inherited his inclination to sin 
and all the problems that come with that, we need 
to look further back and recognize that God the 
Creator is our true Father. If our ancestry ends with 
Adam, or our great, great grandfather, we assume 
that our ancestors did not have a beginning, but 
they did, so we have to go to the One who brought 
the first human, Adam, into being. John calls him 
the Word, who in the beginning of time was with 
God, and was God. Isaiah prophesied of him and 
said when he gets born as a human, his name will 
be Everlasting Father.

Here is the point I am making with this piece 
if you have missed it: True Worship is ancestral 
worship, and true ancestral worship is worship of 
the One ancestral Father of us all who is in Heaven. 
Any worship of a human father or grand father is 
idolatry, because it replaces the one True God with 
a human father, who is a counterfeit of our origins.

By Takalani Musekwa
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THE STORMS OF LIFE

YOUR ROOTS GO DEEPER

So, to all my African brothers who still worship 
your human ancestors, please realize that the 
search for your ancestors is false if you stop at three 
or four generations into your past. If you do, you 
have a very small history. You are 
just scratching the surface. Your 
roots go much deeper than that. 
Your true history and ancestry 
reaches back to a man called 
Adam, whose Father was God, 
who created the heavens and 
the earth. This Father God is the 
Father of us all, and he is our real 
ancestor, worthy of our worship. It 
is him we must worship, because 
it is only in him that we live, move 
and have our being. The ancient 
Greeks called him the Unknown 
God. He does not need to remain 
unknown to you (Acts 17:22-
28). Whoever you thought was 
your ancestor is in fact not your 
ancestor, they are pretenders 
to the throne. Even the people of Israel thought 
Abraham was their true ancestor, and Jesus, who 
was God, told them that “before Abraham was, I 
am”. My friend, before your ancestors were, God is!

My human ancestors and yours are dead and 
buried. But our real ancestor is a “Living God”. He is 

called the “Living God” at least 70 times in the bible 
because he is not dead like our human ancestors. 
Our ancestors died of their cancer, they died in their 
poverty, they died by accident, and they remained 
dead. They can’t help you with your cancer, with 
your poverty, or to escape death, because they 

could not help themselves. The 
next time you go to your doctor 
he may ask you if any of your 
ancestors suffered from cancer 
or heart disease. Do you know 
why? That’s because if it killed 
them, it will probably kill you 
too. That’s what you inherited 
from them. They could not save 
themselves from it.

But, when Jesus was killed, he 
walked out of the grave before 
his flesh decomposed. He is 
alive, and he alone has life, and 
can give you life. He was born 
a human so that our humanity 
can be transformed, and you 
are included in that. He came so 
that there will be no more death, 

no more pain, no more sorrow (Revelation 21:3-4). 
You too, can share in his life. You can join millions 

of African believers who have discovered this fact, 
and who now seek help and guidance from their 
living Ancestor.

Years ago, traveling preachers would come to town, 
pitch a large tent, preach the gospel nightly for about 
a week, then move on. People would come from miles 
around to hear God’s word expounded. In larger cities, 
such as St. Louis where I grew up in the early ’60s, 
they would set up on a vacant lot near a hub of activity. 
Whenever I hear Neil Diamond’s song Brother Love’s 
Traveling Salvation Show, childhood memories of 
mom hauling us to these revival meetings come to 
mind. 

My dad believed in God, but wasn’t what you would 
call a church-going man in those days, so he only came 
with us once. Unfortunately, there had been a bad 
storm the night before, resulting in some tent damage. 
As we nestled into the back row, the enthusiastic 
preacher was blaming this mishap on Satan and soon 
had everyone standing, pointing to the holes in the top 
of the tent and shouting, “I hate the devil. I hate the 
devil.” Everyone except my father, that is, who slipped 
our family out quietly and informed us that a preacher 
who didn’t have the sense to know God is the one who 
allowed the rain to fall isn’t one he wanted to listen to.

Dad taught me that while it may be convenient to 
blame our storms of life on the devil, God is the one 
ultimately in control. He said, “God is good, but it 
rains on everyone. Sometimes God stops the rain and 
sometimes he doesn’t.” 

Jesus illustrated this with a parable about a foolish 
man and a wise man who each built a house (Luke 
6:46-49). The foolish man built his house on a shaky 
foundation and the wise man built on a solid founda-
tion. Then the rains came.

Many Christians 
feel that if they are 
nice to others and 
follow biblical princi-
ples, they will escape 
the rain. Oh no, my 
friend. The thunder 
will roar and the 
lightning will strike. It 
will rain on everyone: 
the good, the bad, the 
ugly, the beautiful, 
the just, the unjust, 
the atheist and the 
Christian. No one 
escapes the rain. 

In the parable, it rained on both the foolish man’s 
house and the wise man’s house. But the foolish man’s 
house was wiped out, and the wise man’s was not, 
because he built his house on a solid foundation.

Spiritually speaking, the house represents our lives, 
and that rock-solid foundation is Jesus Christ. An 
unshakable foundation can be laid daily by believing 
Christ, walking with him, talking with him, and trusting 
him. Those with a shaky foundation cut corners, play 
the angles, and are self-sufficient. When the storms 
of life come—and they do come—we rely on whom 
we have grown accustomed to relying on. May that be 
Christ. As the saying goes, sometimes he calms the 
storm; sometimes he lets the storm rage and he calms 
us.  

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey

By Barbara Dahlgren
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28). Whoever you thought was 
your ancestor is in fact not your 
ancestor, they are pretenders Cetewayo|King of the Zulus 1873
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By Dawid Labuschagne

One day while walking along 
the seashore, a man by 
the name of Justin Martyr 

chanced to meet an elderly Chris-
tian man. This man started talking 
to him about Jesus Christ being 
the fulfilment of the Old Testament 

prophecies regarding the 
Messiah.

 He was overwhelmed and wrote 
that, “straightway a flame was kindled 
in my soul, and a love of the prophets 
and those who are friends of Christ 
possessed me.”

Justin Martyr was born 
around 100AD of a wealthy 
pagan Greek family in 
Flavia Neapolis in Palestine. 
He studied at various secular 
philosophical schools and 
became a renowned rheto-
rician – or debater.

He joined himself to 
several philosophical 
schools in his search for 
answers to the big ques-
tions of life. While at 
Ephesus, he was greatly 
impressed by the steadfast-
ness of the Christians who 
were severely persecuted 
for their faith.

Justin Martyr became convinced by the evidence 
of Scripture and converted to Christianity. He 
continued to wear the cloak that was the character-
istic uniform of the teacher of philosophy. His posi-
tion was that pagan philosophy, especially Platonism,
is a partial grasp of the truth, and “serves as a 
schoolmaster to bring us to Christ.” He engaged in 
debates and disputations with non-Christians of all 
varieties  - pagans, Jews and heretics. He opened 
a School of Christian Philosophy and accepted 
students, first at Ephesus and later in Rome.

In 165 AD he was arrested by the Romans on the 

charge of practising an unauthorised religion. He 
was tried before the Roman prefect Rusticius, but 
refused to renounce Christianity. He was beaten 
up and sentenced to death by beheading. Six of his 
students, including a woman, shared the same fate.

NOTHING BUT THE WORK OF GOD

Concerning the Old Testament prophecies of the 
Messiah, Justin Martyr said, “To declare that a thing 
shall come to pass long before it is in being, and 
then to bring it to pass, this is nothing but the work 
of God.”

Fulfilled prophecy is indeed the greatest and 
highest of all attestations that Christ is truly the Son 
of God, the Messiah, and was raised from the dead.

Lee Strobel, acclaimed journalist and award 
winning author states the following in his book The
Case for Christ; “In the Jewish Scriptures, which 

Christians call the Old Testa-
ment, there are several dozen 
major prophecies about the 
coming of the Messiah who 
would be sent by God to 
redeem his people. In effect, 
these predictions formed a 
figurative fingerprint that only 
the Anointed One would be 
able to match. This way, the 
Israelites could rule out any 
imposters, and validate the 
credentials of the authentic 
Messiah.”

Did Jesus Christ exactly fit 
this profile? Is it possible that 
another individual in history 
could also do this, and what 
are the chances/probability of 

this?
Space does not permit us to do more than scratch 

the surface of these Old Testament prophecies, but 
a few that stand out are: Micah 5:2, “But you, Beth-
lehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the 
clans of Judah, out of you will come for me, one who 
will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from old, 
from ancient times.” The book of Micah was written 
in 735-700 BC, but accurately predicted that the 
Messiah would be born of the tribe of Judah in the 
town of Bethlehem

The first few verses of Isaiah 11 state clearly 
that the Messiah would be descended from  Jesse 
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Could Jesus have 
been an imposter?
A REASSURING LOOK AT FULFILLED PROPHECY
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(David’s father), and that he would be anointed with 
the Spirit of God. Though there are various inter-
pretations, there are definitely 60 major prophecies 
contained in over 300 Old Testament references 
that have been miraculously fulfilled as recorded in 
the New Testament. Renowned mathematician Peter 
W Stoner in his book Science Speaks, computes 
that the probability of fulfilling even 8 prophecies 
by coincidence, is one chance in 12 trillion. The 
odds say it is impossible for anyone else to fulfil the 
prophecies. Only Jesus Christ throughout all history 
has managed to do it.

The same can be said of an attempt to intention-
ally fulfil the prophecies, as most of the factors are 
outside the control of any individual.

THE RABBI VS. THE DOCTOR

I recently watched a video extract of a debate 
on whether Jesus Christ is the Jewish Messiah. 
The debate was hosted by Lee Strobel, formerly 
an atheist, but now a 
Christian writer. The two 
participants were Rabbi 
Shmuley Boteach, voted 
one of the 100 most 
important talk show 
hosts in the USA, and Dr. 
Michael Brown, a Chris-
tian Jew and renowned 
academic.

When questioned 
about whether Jesus 
is the Jewish Messiah, 
Rabbi Boteach calmly 
answered that he 
believes that Yeshua (as 
called by the Jews), is the 
Christian Messiah but 
not the Jewish Messiah – 

“a radically different notion than that of the Christian 
Messiah.” At this point he became rather agitated 
and stated: “We do not need a god-man to bring us 
closer to God. We do not need an intermediary. It 
is sacrilege for the Jewish nation to believe that any 
human being is a deity.” Becoming calmer, he said 
that the Messiah must fulfil the messianic prophe-
cies, and that, contrary to Christian belief, the Jewish 
Messiah is on a political mission and not a spiritual 
mission. He then quoted from Isaiah 2 and 11. The 
Jewish Messiah, he explained must usher in a world 
of peace and prosperity, change the nature of man 
and the animal kingdom, free his people Israel from 
all their tribulation and lead them back to their land.

Dr Michael Brown then pointed out that the Rabbi 
had left out many prophecies which have been 
fulfilled by Jesus Christ and only by him. Others 
are to be fulfilled in the end time. The Messiah 
had to be first rejected by his own people, suffer 
terribly and die for the sins of mankind. Further, on 
rejection by his own, he would be embraced by the 
gentile nations of the world. Thereafter Israel would 
repent and embrace their Messiah. The prophe-
cies also clearly indicate that the Messiah was on 
a spiritual quest. Even chapters 2 and 11 of Isaiah 
indicate that all the nations are to be filled with the 
knowledge of God.

Dr. Brown finished the debate with what was to 

me the most clinching statement of all – namely 
that the Messiah had to have come before the 
destruction of the second temple, which we know 
from history occurred in 70AD (Daniel 9:26). If the 
Messiah did not come before the destruction of the 
second temple, he is not the Messiah.

A number of the prophecies in the Old Testa-
ment speak of the suffering of the Messiah: “He was 
despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and 
familiar with suffering,”… “he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities”…

”he was led like a lamb to the slaughter” (Isaiah
53:3,5,8). “A band of evil men has encircled me, 
they have pierced my hands and my feet,”…”they 
divide my garments among them, they cast lots for 
my clothing.”  (Psalm 22: 16,18).

Rabbi Boteach’s arguments clearly seemed 
illogical. The messianic prophecies leave no doubt 
that the Messiah will be rejected by Israel, will suffer 
terribly and die for the sins of mankind. Isaiah 
11:1 clearly states that he will be from the lineage 

of Jesse, the royal 
bloodline of David. To 
ignore or leave out the 
messianic prophecies on 
these basic facts, is to 
miss the boat altogether 
with one’s reasoning on 
the topic.

EYES THAT CANNOT 
SEE

How can a learned 
man like Rabbi 
Schmuley  Boteach be 
so clearly wrong in his 
reasoning? We can find 
the answer in Romans 
11:7-8, which is another 

fulfilment of prophecy. “What then? What Israel 
sought so earnestly it did not obtain, but the elect 
did. The others were hardened, as it is written: ‘God 
gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes so that they could 
not see and ears so that they could not hear, to this 
very day.’”

But there remains another wonderful prophecy 
testifying of God’s amazing love and mercy, which is 
yet to be fulfilled: “…Israel has experienced a hard-
ening in part until the full number of the Gentiles 
has come in. And so all Israel will be saved, as it is 
written: ‘The deliverer will come from Zion; he will 
turn godlessness away from Jacob. And this is my 
covenant with them when I take away their sins.’”

But has God limited his salvation to just Israel? 
Jesus paid for the sins of the entire world – Jews, 
Gentiles, heathens, pagans, and any other category 
we can think of. He said: “And when I am lifted up 
from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself (John 
12:32).”

He will return to usher in world peace and pros-
perity. He will give us glorified bodies like that of 
Jesus Christ. He will save all Israel and indeed, all 
people who desire to be part of his Kingdom.

We will be at the wedding supper, the greatest 
victory celebration in all of history. F2F
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BIBLESTUDY

By Michael Morrison

A STUDY OF 1 CORINTHIANS 12

The church members in Corinth asked Paul a 
number of questions, and Paul responded in the 
letter we know as 1 Corinthians. One of the topics 
he addresses is “spiritual gifts.” Paul’s explanation 
begins in chapter 12; we’ll begin in verse 3.

SAME SOURCE, BUT DIFFERENT 
RESULTS (VERSES 3-7)

Paul comments on how God works in different 
ways in different people: There are different 

kinds of gifts, but the same 
Spirit distributes them. There are 
different kinds of service, but the 
same Lord. There are different 
kinds of working, but in all of 
them and in everyone it is the 
same God at work.

Paul uses “gifts,” “service,” and 
“working” as roughly equivalent (just 

as Spirit, Lord and God are equivalent). The three 
terms are not distinct categories, but they highlight 
different aspects of the same phenomena: 1) that 
the abilities are given, not something we can take 
credit for ourselves, 2) they are given for service, to 
help other people, and 3) they work; they produce 
results in our lives. The main point is that God works 
in different ways in different people.

Paul summarizes the purpose: Now to each one 
the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 
common good. Spiritual gifts are not for a person’s 
private benefit—they are to help the church as a 
whole.

VARIOUS GIFTS (VERSES 8-11)

Paul lists some of the gifts: To one there is 
given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, 
to another a message of knowledge by means 
of the same Spirit. Generally speaking, knowl-
edge refers to awareness of facts; wisdom refers to 
the ability to apply facts to the right situation. The 
Corinthian believers seem to be interested in knowl-
edge and wisdom, and that may be why Paul begins 
with these two gifts.

He lists more: to another faith by the same 
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that 
one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to 
another prophecy, to another distinguishing 
between spirits. All believers have faith, but 
some have stronger faith than others. Presumably 
someone who has a gift of miraculous healing also 
has stronger faith than most people. These gifts 
overlap; Paul is giving examples, not creating totally 

distinct categories. He will have more to say about 
prophecy in chapter 14.

Paul ends with the gift that was causing the most 
problems in Corinth, and its solution; to another 
speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to 
still another the interpretation of tongues. No 
matter what the “tongues” were, no one in Corinth 
understood them, except people who had the 
special gift of interpretation.

The main point for Paul here is that all these 
are the work of one and the same Spirit, and 
he distributes them to each one, just as he 
determines. Not everyone is given the same abili-
ties; the Spirit purposely distributes different skills to 
different people.

Why?
As verse 7 says, it is for the common good. When 

we have different gifts, when no one has all the 
abilities, then we need to work together, and that in 
itself is good for us.

ONE BODY WITH MANY  
PARTS (VERSES 12-16)

Paul compares the church to a human body: Just 
as a body, though one, has many parts, but 
all its many parts form one body, so it is with 
Christ—that is, with the body of Christ, the church. 
Paul is still stressing diversity within one body. The 
Corinthians needed to know about that diversity, 
because some of them said that everyone should 
have one gift in particular—tongues—and they 
looked down on people who did not have that gift.

Paul explains the body analogy: For we were all 
baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—
whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and 
we were all given the one Spirit to drink. The 
Spirit places people of all ethnic and social groups 
together. We have a common origin and a common 
purpose, but (Paul reminds us again) we are not 
identical: Even so the body is not made up of 
one part but of many.

Paul insists that all the parts are needed: Now if 
the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, 
I do not belong to the body,” it would not for 
that reason cease to be part of the body.” Similarly, 
if a person who did not speak in tongues should 
say, “Because I do not speak in tongues, I do not 
belong here,” Paul would respond: “That does not 
disqualify you—you are still part of the body.”

Similarly, And if the ear should say, “Because
I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” 

Diversity and 
Unity in Spiritual Gifts
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In English, a person who has “charisma” has a 
personality that seems to attract followers. But for 
Paul, everyone has been given a charisma, because 
for him the word meant a gift, something given by the 
grace (charis) of God. When God delivered Paul from 
danger, it was a charisma (2 Cor. 1:11). His ability to 
be celibate was another charisma from God (1 Cor. 
7:7). 

But charismata (the plural form of charisma) are 
best known as the special abilities God’s Spirit distrib-

utes to his people (Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 12:4; 1 Pet. 4:10). 
Churches that emphasize these gifts are often called 
charismatic churches. 

But actually, all Christians can be called charis-
matic, because we all believe that “the gift [charisma] 
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 
6:23). Salvation is the greatest gift, given to all.

BIBLESTUDY

THE GREEKS HAD A WORD FOR IT: ΧΑΡΙΣΜΑ

it would not for that reason cease to be part of 
the body. If someone thinks that they don’t belong 
because they lack the gift of miracles, then Paul 
says: “You are part of the body anyway; that is no 
reason to drop out.”

VARIETY IS NECESSARY  
(VERSES 17-20)

Paul develops the analogy further: If the whole 
body were an eye, where would the sense of 
hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, 
where would the sense of smell be? He is saying, 
in effect, “If everyone in the church had the gift of 
tongues, who would be 
doing the prophecy? If 
everyone had the gift 
of miracles, who would 
have the wisdom?” 

Paul stresses diver-
sity: But in fact God 
has placed the parts 
in the body, every one 
of them, just as he 
wanted them to be. If
they were all one part, 
where would the body 
be? As it is, there are 
many parts, but one 
body. We cannot turn a 
gift into a requirement 
for acceptance, because 
God has distributed 
different roles to 
different people. There 
are many parts to play within the body of Christ.

All parts are needed (verses 21-27)
Earlier, Paul encouraged the people who felt 

left out. Now he addresses those who look down 
on others: The eye cannot say to the hand, “I
don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to 
the feet, “I don’t need you!” People who speak in 
tongues should not think that they have everything 
they need. 

One person might say, “I don’t need prophecy, 
because I have tongues. I don’t need discernment, 
because the only gift that counts is the one that 
I have.” But Paul says, “We need every part, and 
every person.” God puts his people into a body, into 
a community of people in which we need to work 
together to help each other.

On the contrary, those parts of the body that 
seem to be weaker are indispensable, and the 
parts that we think are less honorable we treat 
with special honor. Is this true in the church today? 
Do we give special honor to people who are weak, 
who are not in the limelight? 

And the parts that are unpresentable are treated 
with special modesty, while our presentable parts 
need no special treatment. Do we take special 
efforts for church members who are less glamorous 
in the eyes of the world? Paul wants us to make sure 
we include everyone, and to make everyone feel 

an important part of the body—
because everyone is important.

But God has put the body 
together, giving greater honor 
to the parts that lacked it, so 
that there should be no division 
in the body, but that its parts 
should have equal concern 
for each other. God wants his 
children to love one another, no 
matter which gifts they have or 
lack. We should not separate into 
the haves and the have-nots; we 
are all in this together, and we 
are to help one another and learn 
from one another.

What does “equal concern” 
look like? Paul will say more 
about that in the next chapter. 
Here he gives one example: If

one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if 
one part is honored, every part rejoices with 
it. Our sorrows and our successes are shared; we 
support those who suffer, and congratulate those 
who have blessings. Someday the tide will turn, so 
everything will work best if we stick together, each 
doing the part God has given us to do.

Paul summarizes it: Now you are the body 
of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
Everyone belongs, and all the parts need to work 
together.

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey
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The cross is directed not at moral 
evil but at Sin. Moral evil, we can 
often do something about—and 

when we have the power and the 
opportunity, we should do it with 

all the energy at our disposal. But 
Sin, which is the radical inability 

of human nature to be true to 
itself—our failure to bring off, 

individually or socially, a version 
of the world that actually squares 
with the Word’s version of it—that 

hard fact of our existence we cannot 
undo just by willing to be better in 

the future. There is simply too much 
in the past we cannot change. 

Robert F. Capon

The only way to permanently 
defeat your enemy is by 
making him your friend.

Abraham Lincoln

A lie gets halfway around 
the world before the truth has 

a chance to get its pants on. 
Winston Churchill

I am only one, but still I am one. 
I cannot do everything, but still I 
can do something; and because 
I cannot do everything, I will not 

refuse to do something that I can do.
Helen Keller

Our days are numbered. One 
of the primary goals in our lives 

should be to prepare for our last 
day. The legacy we leave is not 

just in our possessions, but in the 
quality of our lives. What prepara-

tions should we be making now? 
The greatest waste in all of our 

earth, which cannot be recycled or 
reclaimed, is our waste of the time 

that God has given us each day.
Billy Graham

One of the major discoveries of the 
post-Newtonian sciences is that 

objectivity is, in fact, impossible. To 
look at something is to change it 

and be changed by it. Nevertheless 
there is still the common mispercep-
tion, the illusion, that fact and truth 
are the same thing. No! We do not 

need faith for facts; we do need 
faith for truth. 

In his letter to Titus Paul speaks of 
the mystery of faith, and in Hebrews 

11:1 he writes, Now faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen (KJV). 

Madeleine L’Engle
The Rock That Is Higher 

For people of the kingdom, 
participants in the triune fellowship, 

love and love alone is the bottom 
line. This is the only thing that gives 

value to anything we believe, say, 
or do. This is the reason the world 

exists, and this is the reason the 
church exists. Whatever music we 

play, sermons we preach, churches 
we build, people we impress, 

powers we display, stances we 
take, doctrines we teach, things we 

achieve—if believers are not growing 
in their motivation and ability to 
ascribe unsurpassable worth to 
people who have no apparent 

worth, we are just wasting time. 
We are not making true disciples.

Gregory Boyd
Repenting of Religion: Turning 

from Judgment to the Love of God 




