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god with us
by Joseph Tkach

Editorial

By Tim Maguire

For months, the miners trapped underground in 
Chile captured the hearts and imagination of people 
around the world. Utterly helpless to do anything 
about their plight themselves, they had no choice but 
to rely on the efforts of others who worked day and 
night to rescue them.

In many ways, the plight of the miners is an allegory 
of the spiritual condition of all humanity. Spiritually 
speaking, all of humanity has been trapped in a life-
threatening environment. The Bible calls it “sin and 
death.” Like the miners, we are utterly helpless and 
unable to do anything about our dire predicament. 

Just as the cave-in cut off the miners 
from the outside world, sin is a barrier, 
keeping people from the life God created 
them to have. But there is good news – a 
rescue is under way. 

I am sure that as they waited for 
rescue, the miners explored their options. 
They had picks, shovels and some quite 
sophisticated mining equipment. Could 
they dig their own way out, they must 

have wondered? But the reality was that no amount of 
work on their part would be enough. They were in too 
deep.  For them, the only hope was help from above, 
from those who care.

What a great relief it must have been when after 17 
days of being cut off from everything, that first narrow 
borehole broke through. Although it was not large 
enough to get them out, it was a means by which food, 
air, and news could reach them, as well as a source of 
hope and encouragement through the long months of 
waiting. 

Each of these 
boreholes was 
like the gospel – a 
conduit through 
which God sends us 
the good news of our 
rescue from sin and 
death, together with 
sound spiritual nour-
ishment and hope.

Sadly, the gospel 
is often misused to 
spread a negative message of condemnation, fear and 
spiritual intimidation. It is like sending the trapped 
miners a steady stream of information about what is 
going wrong and how bad their situation is, and then 
demanding evidence that they fully understand their 
plight, that they really want to be rescued, and even 
that they start living as though they are already on the 
surface before the rescue can proceed. 

Jesus didn’t wait until humans proved anything. He 
died and rose for us while we were still sinners, Paul 
tells us twice in Romans 5.  

Those who believe that good news – the gospel – 
can see past the gloom of the moment and know that 
the joy of rescue is ahead. The gospel is good news, 
not bad news. It’s all about grace and truth and hope, 
not fear and worry and uncertainty. After all, that’s 
why the angel told the shepherds, “Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been 
born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” F2F

As I see the shop shelves fill with the glitz and 
glamour that Christmas has become, and hear 
carols blaring, beckoning weary customers to enter 
and part with more hard earned Rands. I sometimes 
wonder what God thinks as he looks down on it all?

A plan has been in place since the foundation 
of the earth, revealing God’s immeasurable love 
for every one who has ever lived, or ever will live: 
the creator of the universe stripping himself of his 
power and glory and becoming a fleshly being, born 
among the stench and noise that is a stable. God 

incarnate, choosing to rescue human-
kind from themselves and their sin!

And I would probably agree with 
you if you argued that Christmas has 
become overly commercialised and in 
most cases, the true significance of it 
has been forgotten. I would even have 
to agree that the 25th of December 
was most likely not the day on which 

he was born. After all, the date is not recorded 
anywhere in the Bible.

But the words of the Apostle Paul, in Philippians 
1:15-18, come to mind. In this passage Paul is 

referring to the way some were responding to his 
imprisonment. Some were seen to be taking advan-
tage of Paul’s being out of the way, by preaching 
Christ to set themselves up in Paul’s place. Others 
were preaching Christ out of pure motives, simply 
to proclaim the gospel. Here is what Paul had to say 
about it:  

“It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and 
rivalry, but others out of goodwill. The latter do so in 
love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of 
the gospel. The former preach Christ out of selfish 
ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir 
up trouble for me while I am in chains. But what 
does it matter? The important thing is that in every 
way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is 
preached. And because of this I rejoice.”

So let us too rejoice and sing praises, for as the 
words of one carol declare: 

Sweet are these strains of redeeming love,
Message of mercy from heaven above:
Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God in the highest! F2F
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You are 
hereby 
sentenced 
to ...LIFE?

We have all seen court room 
dramas on television. 

The kind where skilled attorneys 
battle it out and argue their points to convince the 
jury and the judge of the guilt or innocence of the 
accused.

Often, the case is won or lost on some technicality. 
Time and again the defense manages a last minute 
save through some clever trick, just as everyone 
believes that the accused will be sentenced.

So let me take you on a journey to a very special 
court case that was decided a very long 
time ago. 

an oPen-and-sHUt case

This case was what you would call 
an open-and-shut case. The prosecutor 
had very damning evidence that the 
defence battled to refute. In fact, the 
defence had no leg to stand on. The 

accused had not only been caught committing a 
crime, but had in fact been caught committing many 
crimes. Even if by some miracle he could find a way 
to explain away one of the crimes, there was no way 
that he would be able to explain them all away.

The closing arguments were given by the two 
opposing lawyers, the evidence had been weighed 
and the accused had been found wanting on several 
thousand counts of crimes that ranged from lying 
on the stand, under oath, to stealing and murder.

As the judge walked into the court room the 
bailiff called out: “ Hear ye, hear ye…the honor-
able judge Yahweh presiding, let all who stand in 
his presence fear him, great is his wisdom, swift is 
his judgment, just are his ways.”

Everyone stood up…the accused’s palms were 
sweating and his hands trembled. He looked fear-
fully at the judge. This judge had a reputation. He 
was a no-nonsense kind of a guy, very fair and very 
just. The accused’s heart was beating quicker as 
he realized that this was the end of the road…he 
would die…that was his fate.

The judged sat down in his chair and collected 
his thoughts…he looked very sternly at the accused. 
Peering over the spectacles which were perched 
on top of his nose he said, “You realize that you 
are guilty.” The accused nervously nodded, fighting 
back the tears that were burning his eyes.

“And the penalty for these crimes is death!” The 
accused started crying…tears rolling down his 
face…”I’m sorry judge…please believe me.” 

The judge looked at him. “I know you are” but the 
law is the law…someone must pay the price, justice 
must be served and with that he slammed the gavel 
onto the bench and bellowed out…”You sir, have 
been found guilty…your penalty is …..” LIFE!

The accused was openly weeping…shaking his 
head, he flopped down in his chair. All of a sudden 
he heard his defence attorney ask. “Excuse me 
judge, did you say the sentence was LIFE?” “Yes” 
replied the judge…” the sentence is life.” 

“Life in prison?” asked the attorney. “No, just Life, 
you get to have Life…not death. You see my son has 
agreed to take the place of the accused and so the 
sentence for the accused is LIFE.”

saVed

You must have guessed by now that this trial was 
in fact the judgment of mankind. Isn’t it amazing 
what God in all his wisdom decided to do. Even 
thought we are clearly guilty he chose to give us life 
(Romans 3:23 … “for all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God”). 

But God could not deny his nature, he could not 
just forget that there were consequences for the 
choices we had made. Someone had to pay and 
that someone was Jesus. In John 3:16 we read “For 
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life,  for God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 
world through him.”

Man,that statement blows me away. The implica-
tions are staggering. A God who is perfect and all-
powerful, decided that I was worth the risk. The risk 

By Shaun de Greeff
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of course, being that he would give his life for me, 
knowing full well, that I have the choice to throw his 
sacrifice back in his face. 

I don’t know if I could do something like that, be 
able to give my life as a sacrifice for people that 
either despise me or just plain ignore me. 

It is this mind blowing decision that made 
it possible for God to be 100% just, and 100% 
merciful at the same time. Hebrews 9:15 says “For 
this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, 
that those who are called may receive the prom-
ised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as 
a ransom to set them free from the sins committed 
under the first covenant.”

adoPted

But our story does not quite end there. To get 
back to the analogy of the judge and the accused 
used earlier, we pick the story up as the accused 
finally realizes what is going on:

The accused looked up, drying his teary eyes with 
the sleeve of the prison outfit that he was wearing. 

“Are you telling me that I am free?” he said. “Yes” 
replied the Judge. The accused stood dumb struck. 
The judge climbed down from his bench and walked 
over to the accused. As he got closer he put his 
hand on the broken man’s shoulder and said gently 
to him. “Do you have a place to live?” The accused 
looked up confused. ”No”, he said. 

The judge looked up at the bailiff and said to 
him.” Bailiff, prepare a place for this man in my 
house. Give him the best food and clothes, take 
care of his every need and please draft the papers.” 
The bailiff scurried away to do as he was told. 
Dumbfounded,the accused looked at the judge and 
said almost pleadingly. “I can’t stay at your house, 
I have broken every law that you have made. How 
can I live in your house and eat your food knowing 
what I have done? And what about your son. Have 
you forgotten that he is dead because of me? 
Please just give me my release papers and let me 
be on my way. I don’t want to burden you further; 
you have already done so much for me. I really did 
not deserve mercy in the first place”

The judge looked the accused in the eye and 
replied: “Your crimes are forgiven, I will remember 
them no more. You see, sentence has already been 
passed. My son has died and has been resurrected. 
He has triumphed over the grave. The papers that I 
am preparing for you are not release papers, they 
are adoption papers. I want to adopt you, so that 
you can share in my inheritance and I want you in 
my house, I want you in my life.”

well wHat do YoU saY to tHat?

Well what do you so to that…not much I imagine. 
To this day this concept of grace is one of the most 
profoundly puzzling things I know of. God did not 
just remove the death sentence when Jesus died, it 
was not just a case of saying to us that all is forgiven, 
he actually goes further and promises us eternal life 
and makes us heirs to his kingdom. 

Ephesians 1:1-6 reads “For he chose us in him 
before the creation of the world to be holy and 
blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us to be 
adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accord-
ance with his pleasure and will— to the praise of his 
glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the 
One he loves. “

Galatians 3:26 tells us: “ You are all sons of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28:  There 
is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you 
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and 
heirs according to the promise.

conclUsion

People wonder what the big deal is about God. 
They wonder if he really cares, if he even knows 
that they exist. If you truly understand mercy and 
grace you will realize that no one, not even God, 
will sacrifice so much in order to save someone 
that they don’t care about. God desires a deep and 
meaningful relationship with you; will you take him 
up on his offer?

F2F
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SAVED 
BY GOOD
WORKS?

Martin Luther once said: 
“Good works do not make 
a good man, but a good 

man does good works.” How true!
Many years ago I believed that Christians had to 

observe the seventh-day Sabbath. All forms of work 
ceased on Friday night at sunset. Once, when I was 
ironing my trousers on a Friday evening, I glanced 
at the clock. Horror or horrors! I had sinned. It was 

a few minutes after sunset. I had just 
ironed one leg of my pants. Feeling 
terribly guilty, I stopped ironing. The 
next morning I went to church service 
wearing the trousers - with one leg 
un-ironed! Fortunately, nobody seemed 
to notice!

Today I understand that we are not 
saved by our good works but by God’s 
grace.  Salvation is a priceless gift 

from a loving God. We do nothing at all to earn it 
(Ephesians 2:5, 8-9)

The work has already been 
accomplished. There is nothing 

you need to do but believe it.

“The story is told of a man who came eagerly 
but very late to a revival meeting and found the 
workmen taking down the tent in which the meeting 
had been held. Frantic at missing the evangelist, he 
decided to ask one of the workers what he could 
do to be saved. The workman, who was a Chris-
tian, replied, “You can’t do anything. It’s too late.” 
Horrified, the man said, “What do you mean? How 
can it be too late?” “The work has already been 
accomplished,” he was told. “There is nothing you 
need to do but believe it.”1

Some may point to certain scriptures to try and 
prove that we are saved by works. One of them 

is Philippians 2:12. “…continue to work out your 
salvation with fear and trembling.”

Paul did not write “continue to work for your 
salvation.” He wrote, work out your salvation. 
A different preposition; an altogether different 
meaning.

eXPloiting wHat is alReadY tHeRe

Diamonds – said to be a girl’s best friend – are 
of course, formed in the ground. Ages ago pockets 
of carbon dioxide existed beneath the earth’s crust. 
Extreme heat and pressure caused the carbon 
dioxide to crystallise, forming diamonds. Pres-
sure built up and volcanic eruptions brought the 
diamonds to the surface. Man then mined the 
diamonds, exploiting what was already there.

Jesus has saved us (Ephesians 4:4-5) lives in us 
(Galatians 2:20) and is at work in us (Colossians 
1:29).  By  depending on and surrendering to him 
we are to work out what is already there – or more 
accurately Who is already there. 

When we get sick we go to the doctor.  He diag-
noses our illness and prescribes a specific treatment.  
He gives us a prescription and we take it to the 
chemist who in turn gives us the medication.  So 
far, everything has been done for us – diagnosis, 
prescription, medication. It now becomes our 
responsibility to follow the doctor’s instructions.  By 
responding and working out the process we enjoy 
the benefits of the doctor’s and chemist’s contribu-
tions to our health. 

Continuing with the thought in Philippians; 
“For it is God who works in you to will and to act 
according to His good purpose,” (verse 13).  Isn’t 
that encouraging? God is actively working in us. He 
revels in doing it. He promises he will never leave 
us nor forsake us. There are two words which Paul 
uses in this verse to describe what God does: “to 
will” (prompting,) and “to act” (performing). God 
works in, and we work out – to others!

god at woRk

You may have noticed a prominent sign at a 
building site – “Danger! Men at work!” Perhaps 

By Owen Visagie
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every Christian should wear a label: “God at work!”
In his book An Odyssey of Joy, Sam Gordon 

writes: “They (the Philippians) were not to work for 
their own salvation since that is a gift from God. 
They were to work at it. If you like, they were to 
stop playing church and be zealously committed to 
the cause of Christ. They were to be sold out to 
Jesus. It was a stirring challenge for them to live out 
their faith in the rough and tumble of everyday life, 
and by doing so, impact their community. Paul was 
exhorting them to get out of their soft grandstand 
seats and get down to the pitch where the action 
was. This particular brand of Christianity advocated 
by Paul is one where we get our feet wet. God is 
not looking for smooth, clean hands. He wants dirty 
hands.”2

Ephesians 2:10 says that we are God’s work-
manship created to do good works. Notice how this 
verse is rendered in the Message Bible: “He creates 
each of us by Christ Jesus to join him in the work he 
does, the good work he has gotten ready for us to 

do – work we had better be doing.”
In a humble attitude of total dependence on 

Jesus Christ and responding to his will we need to 
be reaching out, building relationships of love with 
others, continuing what Jesus, our role model, did. 
We need to be participating in this work with God 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

As we cooperate with God, we will see the full 
potential of our lives. We will be making a differ-
ence in our communities. We will be living and 
sharing the amazing gospel of Jesus Christ.

Good works do not make a good man, but a 
good man does good works – through Jesus Christ 
in.

1. New Testament Commentary –  
John MacArthur: page 81 (Moody Publishers)
2. An Odyssey of joy – Sam Gordon: page 87  
(Ambassador Publications)

Are you a little afraid of God? Do you worry that 
he has something against you?

When I feel that way, it helps me to remember three 
stories in which God teaches us how he really feels 
about us. The first is the strange story of the prophet 
Hosea. God told Hosea to marry a prostitute, so he 
did. Their marriage produced children, and Hosea 
loved his unnamed wife. She eventually went back 
to her immoral ways, but despite her unfaithfulness, 
Hosea didn’t stop loving her. Hosea’s experience was 
God’s way of illustrating how he never stopped loving 
his chosen people, even though they repeatedly turned 

back to idolatry. 

The second story is that of the Good 
Samaritan, who stopped to help a Jew in 
distress. Samaritans were despised; but 
in Jesus’ parable, the Good Samaritan 
ignored the history of prejudice and 
mistreatment to help a man who would 
likely just as soon have spit in his face. 
That’s just how Jesus feels about me. No 
matter what I’ve done, he still loves me, 

forgives me and takes care of me.

The third story is Jesus’ parable of the Prodigal 
Son. The father of the prodigal son didn’t wait for his 
son to drop to his knees, begging and pleading to be 
taken back, even as a servant. He ran to his son crying, 
elated to have him back, before his son had even 
spoken a word.

Sometimes we might think God is much like stern 
parents or teachers, peering over his reading glasses, 
looking down his nose at us, waiting for us to sheep-
ishly or desperately admit our sins and ask for all to 
be forgiven before giving us the “Well, okay, but don’t 
do it again” condescending nod. And then we may or 
may not get the ruler on the knuckles before he sends 
us on our way.

Growing in 
grace and knowl-
edge means we 
can put aside our 
childish notions 
of a God who 
thinks and acts 
as we humans do. 
He is not like us; 
his thoughts and 
ways are not like 
ours. He is not a 
petty, malicious, 
s e l f - c e n t e r e d 
being who gets 
offended when 
we sin and then 
peevishly waits 
for us to crawl to him on bloody knees. Just as in the  
examples of Hosea, the Prodigal Son and the Good 
Samaritan, our God loves and forgives us even while 
we are sinning! Christ died for the ungodly. His love is 
not conditional, and his forgiveness is ours before we 
even think to repent.

God does desire our repentance. He wants us 
to be with him and to know we have his forgiveness. 
Repentance is going to God’s throne of grace and 
being reassured that he never stops loving us. It does 
not mean drumming up artificial sorrow and begging 
for a forgiveness we fear we might not get.

God is not holding a grudge and he has not turned 
away from us. He lovingly awaits those who fall back 
into old habits, who still feed at the pig troughs, and 
who in their sins are helpless in a ditch, no matter how 
long it takes. His love is unfailing and his grace is never 
ending.

Reprinted with the kind permission of Christian Odyssey

AfrAid of god

By Tammy Tkach

F2F

F2F
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I AM AN 
ADDICT

It is very difficult to admit that 
one is an addict. Throughout 
my life I have been lying to 

myself and those around me. 
Fortunately, one day it hit me on my forehead. 

I was an addict. I needed help. If you know some-
body who is addicted, or are addicted yourself, read 
on…From one addict to another, you may find help.

I have come across many addicts. These are 
people who were addicted to different 
things like alcohol, cocaine, dagga 
(marijuana), heroine, tik (common in 
RSA) and many others. 

In all the cases I witnessed, the 
results of the addiction are the same. 
Firstly, the person’s body starts to dete-
riorate. I have watched people die a 
painful death from liver cirrhosis due to 

alcohol abuse. I have seen people’s bodies shred 
to pieces in vehicle accidents caused by drugs or 
alcohol. You might have seen pictures of celebri-
ties who turned into shadows or skeletons of their 
former selves. 

Secondly, I have seen how the addict’s relation-
ships are utterly destroyed. He or she is alienated 
from family and friends, from children, parents, 
brothers and sisters, from bosses at work, and 
from neighbours. The only friends that remain for 
the addict, if you can call them that, are the drug 
dealers or the suppliers of the alcohol. Some of the 
addicts end up completely enslaved to their drug 
dealers through prostitution, committing crime and 
other illegal dealings for the benefit of the drug 
dealer. For example, Thandeka (not her real name) 
prostituted herself for food and drugs from her 
pimp until somebody saved her out of that life.

Thirdly, I have noted that the addict’s thinking is 
also affected. Some start hallucinating, seeing and 
hearing things that do not exist. They start thinking 
anybody who denies them the drugs does not love 

them. A life of drugs becomes the only thing there 
is for them. They actually start believing they cannot 
get out. In fact, they start believing drugs are good, 
and should be legalized for everyone to enjoy.

eacH daY a stRUggle

In all cases where the addict lived to tell the story, 
I have found somebody who took pity on them and 
offered help. In most cases this person will take 
the addict out of the drug den and straight into 
the rehabilitation centre. They will pay everything 
that the rehabilitation centre requires. Those who 
run rehabilitation centres say that the chances of 
success are good if the addict accepts that they are 
addicted and need help. In fact, some try up to five 
rehab centres before they succeed. 

I have met and talked to people who run reha-
bilitation centres. Quite a number of them are ex 
addicts. They are the first to admit that even after 
10 years free of drugs, each day remains a struggle 
to stay clean. The biggest problem, they say, is that 
drugs follow them into rehab centres. One of them 
told me a rehab centre is one place where you can 
be sure to find drugs!

mY kind oF addiction

 My addiction started with my ancestors. Some-
body told them to eat of a certain plant because 
it would make them wise. No, the plant was not 
cannabis from which dagga (marijuana) is made, 
nor was it the coca plant from which cocaine is 
made. But it had similar consequences for them. 
Like it is with most addicts, their relationship with 
their father fell apart. In fact, relationships broke 
down so much that one of their sons killed his 
brother. After they ate of that plant, their bodies 
became addicted. I have inherited the addiction 
from them. 

Let me tell you how I came to know of my addic-
tion. If it was not for my brother Paul, who was also 
an addict, I would probably still be oblivious to the 
fact. After Paul realized he was an addict, he started 

By Takalani  Musekwa
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writing letters to us, his brothers and sisters, to warn 
us about the addiction. Those addicted to alcohol 
are called alcoholics, others are simply called users, 
or junkies, or crackpots, or dopers. Those with my 
kind of addiction are called sinners.

My addiction started with my 
ancestors. Somebody told them 

to eat of a certain plant because 
it would make them wise.

In one of his letters, my brother Paul said, “When 
Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin 
brought death, so death spread to everyone, for 
everyone sinned.” (Romans 5:12). Paul realized 
he was a sinner. Because of his addiction, his sin, 
he was busy going around killing his brothers and 
putting others in jail. In his warped, addicted (sinful) 
mind he thought he was doing a good thing. Like 
all addicts, Paul needed somebody to show him he 
needed help. So one day while he was on his way 
to Damascus on one of his murderous trips, Paul 
met the man Jesus. His whole mission in life was 
to free addicts like me from our sin addiction. He 
came to the house of sin to take us out. Like the 
man who went into the brothel to take Thandeka 
out of prostitution, he came and lived amongst us 
sinners, so he could help us.

Sadly, even when he was in the house of sin, 
offering his help, some thought they did not need 
his help. Jesus himself said, “I have come to call not 
those who think they are righteous, but those who 
know they are sinners and need to repent.”(Luke 
5:32, NLT unless indicated otherwise)

Paul came to his senses. He realized he needed 
help. He realized that his addiction was so strong 
that despite telling himself he would stop, he kept 
doing the very things he detested. In one of his 
letters he lamented his condition, “I don’t really 
understand myself, for I want to do what is right, 
but I don’t do it. Instead, I do what I hate” (Romans 
7:15). Like most addicts who cannot resist another 

fix, Paul realized he couldn’t help himself. Even 
when he was in rehab (some sinners call it church), 
the addiction remained so powerful he could have 
given up. But he realized Jesus was serious about 
helping him escape that life of sin. 

 
wHat do YoU mean, set FRee?

“But there is another power within me that is at 
war with my mind. This power makes me a slave 
to the sin that is still within me. Oh, what a miser-
able person I am! Who will free me from this life 
that is dominated by sin and death? Thank God! 
The answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord. So you see 
how it is: In my mind I really want to obey God’s law, 
but because of my sinful nature I am a slave to sin” 
(Romans 7:23-25).

Like dagga or cocaine or heroine, this sin drug 
is addictive. You become a slave to it. Jesus warned 
about it. If you have seen an alcoholic or drug addict, 
you will have realized that they are enslaved to 
their drug. They have lost control. Unless somebody 
offers them help, and unless they see they need 
help, they will perish by their addiction. When Jesus 
was offering help to some of the sin addicts like me, 
some thought they were not slaves to anything or 
anybody.

Jesus said to the people who believed in him, 
“You are truly my disciples if you remain faithful to my 
teachings. And you will know the truth, and the truth 
will set you free.” 

“But we are descendents of Abraham,” they said. 
“We have never been slaves to anyone. What do you 
mean, ‘You will be set free’?” (John 8:31-33)

A drug addict is a slave to the drug. He no longer 
has freedom to decide whether to take the drug or 
not. In fact, the only real choice the drug addict 
has is to choose not to take the drug. Same applies 
to sinners as you see above. Paul lamented the 
fact that he knew he should not sin, yet he found 
himself doing exactly that which he did not want 
to do. “Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone 
who sins is a slave of sin.” (John 8:34)

Jesus became a human to free humans from this 
slavery to sin. “For freedom did Christ set us free: 
stand fast therefore, and be not entangled again 
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in a yoke of bondage.” (Galatians 5:1 ASV). You 
see, when Jesus was born a human, he came to 
change our very humanity, so that we are no longer 
addicted to sin. He was able to live without sin, and 
never became a slave to it. He now offers that sin-
free humanity to all humans, for free. That’s the 
good news Christians celebrate at Christmas.

RecoVeRing addicts

About 25 years ago, I realized I was addicted to 
sin. I realized I was a sinner. Like Paul, I realized 
I needed help. Some recovering addicts told me 
there was a rehab centre they went to. They told 
me if I came along, I could be encouraged by those 
who were also trying to leave behind a life of sin. I 
started attending their meetings on Sundays. It has 
been tough going. I still sin from time to time, but 
Jesus told me I must focus on his life. He took my 
sinful life and made it his own, and he gave me his 
sinless life.

So the life I live now, I live by trusting in Jesus. 
This is a secret that seemed to help Paul. He said, “I 
am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself for me.” (Galatians 
2:20 KJV)

I have come to realize that in this addicted body, 
I have no hope. But Jesus is transforming me. Sin 
has completely destroyed my body. I need a new 

one. Jesus has promised it. He came to live in me 
to help me fight my addiction. In the end, though, 
he will actually give me a brand new body, which 
will no longer be enslaved to sin. He lived his whole 
life without sin. I can’t wait for that day. I currently 
facilitate meetings of a rehab centre for sinners in 
Johannesburg. It is called Hope Christian Fellowship. 
It is commonly known as a church. There are many 
of these around the world. If you think you are an 
addict, you can join us in our walk. You can experi-
ence freedom.

You see, the truth is that Jesus has already set 
you free. It is knowing the truth that sets us free. If 
you can meet Jesus face to face, he will help you 
too. “And you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.” (John 8:32). You do not have to do 
anything for Jesus to want to help you. In fact he 
died for me when I was still a sinner. “God saved 
you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t 
take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is 
not a reward for the good things we have done, so 
none of us can boast about it.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)

I know many people look down on addicts, even 
condemn them. But Jesus doesn’t. He said he came 
to save sinners, not to condemn them. “For God 
did not send His Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world through him might be 
saved” (John 3:17). 

Have a Merry Christmas!

Reading “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect” in Matthew 5:48 (KJV) 
reminds me of all my imperfections—which are many, 
to be sure. The imperfection I hate most in my life is 
that I’m not perfect.

Those who struggle with perfection know too well 
the feeling of never really being good enough. We are 
like those children learning to write the alphabet for 
the first time, who tear their papers up the second they 
see they have malformed a letter. It makes no differ-
ence that they made it to the “R” without a problem. If 
the “S” looks sloppy, then in the trash it goes. Practi-
cally perfect people are hard on themselves.

In psychological terms, perfectionism is the belief 
that perfection can and should be attained. When that 
belief transforms into thinking that anything less than 
perfect is unacceptable, problems set in. Through 
a perfectionist’s eyes, a person’s self-worth is deter-
mined by flawlessness.

Of course, ideas of perfection vary from person to 
person.

Perfectionists set rigid standards of performance 
for themselves and sometimes for others. They never 
feel they “measure up.”

One of my favourite movie lines comes from Mary 
Poppins when she humorously replies, “We practically 
perfect people never make mistakes.” Poppins, like 
most everyone else, links perfection to lack of mistakes. 
Sometimes Christians make the same error in reading 

the Bible. The 
word “perfect” 
in the above 
King James 
Version verse 
is translated 
from the Greek 
word telios, 
which means 
finished, full-
grown, mature, 
lacking nothing, 
or brought to 
completeness. 
It is not about making mistakes or not being good 
enough.

God wants us to “be complete” by being spiritually 
one with his Son, Jesus  Christ. This “perfection” is not 
a matter of looking good or performing flawlessly, but 
of Christ living in us.

The good news is that we are already perfect in 
God’s sight. It is a gift given freely to us. With Christ in 
us, we are brought to completion and we lack nothing.

Will we still make mistakes? Sure. But the perfec-
tion spoken of in this verse is not about what we do; it’s 
about what Christ does. 

Reprinted with the kind permission of Christian Odyssey

Be ye perfect
By Barbara Dahlgren
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A few months ago, our 
GCI congregation in Parow 
(Cape Town) had the privi-

lege of listening to Erika van Zyl.  
She told us about outreaches to the most margin-

alised people of our society – women involved in pros-
titution and sexually abused children.

Erika herself had been sexually abused from an 
early age. As she candidly told us the story of her life, it 
was like hearing one horror story after another. “How 
could one person bear such a mountain of abuse?” I 
thought. “How could she have survived? What keeps 
her going today?”

The answer, of course, is Jesus. After a life full of 
struggle, brokenness and wrong choices (her own and 
others’) Erika finally surrendered her whole life to him. 
He has done a miraculous work in her life and is still 
busy restoring her with his loving hands. 

As part of the local Church (churches from various 
denominations in Parow), she is now engaged in both 
the prevention of those at risk of entering prostitution 
and the restoration of those 
who have been involved.
•	 The vision of the 

prevention campaign  
(Valuable to Jesus) is 
to see the Lord bring 
an end to sexual 
abuse, prostitution and 
pornography through 
his Church and in his 
Name, through focused 
prayer and compelled 
action.

•	 The vision of the 
outreaches are to help 
and restore women 
involved in prostitution.

ValUaBle to jesUs 

The heart of the campaign is to develop commu-
nity awareness and to mobilize the Church, to live the 
Lord’s heart in this regard and to stand up against 
these atrocities. We need to form a circle together 
in which our children can live safely. (At this stage 
the circle is present, but needs to grow in size, unity 
and enthusiasm.) The more of us who are alert and 
involved, the more we can stand together in coming 
alongside children in whatever way each of us are 
able. 

The face of the campaign is the Valuable to Jesus 
6-point-interactive school presentation, which mainly 
gets presented by local Christians (who are often 
familiar faces to the children), after the Church 
has been mobilized and the community awareness 
has been matured. During the presentation every 
primary school child receives a hand-knitted doll and 
every high school child a handmade heart, made by 

Christians who have prayed for the child while they 
made the doll/heart. Our prayer is that many schools 
in Parow can be visited with this program in 2011.

tHe message oF tHe dolls and HeaRts aRe:

•	 You are lovingly handmade by the Almighty 
God (the dolls/hearts are handmade, with 
love).

•	 There is no one like you (every doll/heart is 
unique – no two are exactly the same).

•	 You are extremely valuable; no money can pay 
for you (the dolls/hearts are not for sale).

•	 God wants to keep you safe in the palm of His 
hand (the dolls/hearts fit in your palm).

•	 Dolls are also given to boys, with the message 
that these things can also happen to boys and 
that, “Real men look after women and children 
and take good care of them.” 

ministRY oF RestoRation 

Erika, and the team of volunteers she is part of, 
reach out to the women who are involved in prostitu-
tion on the streets of Parow, and do follow-up visits 

as they are open to seek a new 
life. They express sympathy, pray 
for them, give a little gift (like a 
card or a chocolate) and tell the 
women that Jesus values them 
highly. 

Most of the women are 
open to talk to the team. One 
reason for them sometimes 
running away from the workers 
is because it frequently happens 
that after the team has prayed 
with them they do not get any 
more “business” that night. 
When these women accept help, 
they often leave the streets with 
nothing except the clothes they 
are wearing. They have many 
immediate needs, which include 

accommodation, toiletries and clothes.
Erika’s request is that we pray that the children will 

be open to the Valuable to Jesus message, and speak 
up. She also asks that we pray for the perpetrators of 
these crimes – that they turn away from this lifestyle 
and that Jesus would draw them to himself.

Please join us in prayer for the Valuable to Jesus 
campaign, as well as for the ministry to the women  
involved in prostitution.

Please join other local Christians in knitting dolls, 
making hearts and being open to offer your giftedness 
in coming alongside these precious women and chil-
dren. An easy to follow set of instructions is available 
for the knitting project.

Anyone wishing to help can contact Erika on  
072 970 3233 or email: erika4jesus@ymail.com

No rejects 
All are valuable to Jesus

By Hilary Jacobs and Erika Van Zyl

L to R: Chrisna Labuschagne (GCI, Parow); Marie Volschenk (Hervormde Kerk, 
Tygerberg); Sandra O’Connell (DRC, Parow North). Sitting: Erika van Zyl.
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On the day Jesus was born, 
a choir of angels sang: 

“Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to men on whom 
his favour rests” (Luke 2:14).

 Or something like that. The original language is 
a bit cryptic and it is difficult to translate it. Conse-
quently there are many variations of this angelic 
hymn of praise. 

The traditional rendering—the one 
you’ll find in the carols and Christmas 
cards—is “Peace on earth, Good will 
to men.” Whatever version you settle 
on, one idea comes across clearly. God 

“favours” us—he has “goodwill” toward 
us. Let’s think about that for a moment. 

Earlier in my ministerial career I 
was privileged to work in Southeast 

Asia. My congregation was mainly young Chinese, 
whose previous experience with religion had been 
very different from my own. Most had come from a 
mixture of Buddhism mixed with ancestor worship 
and paganism. These dedicated young people had 
no difficulty understanding that God had to be 
obeyed, but the idea that God actually loved them 
was harder for them to grasp. When I visited the 
temples where they had once worshiped, I began 
to see why.

Although there were many gods, none of them 
seemed to be showing much goodwill toward 
humanity. Instead, they seemed to be the very 
opposite of what their names implied. The natural 
proclivity of the rain god was a drought, and in 
order for it to rain, he had to be persuaded with 
offerings and incantations. The same approach was 
needed to get a good harvest, or a healthy baby. 
From the look on the face of the Goddess of Mercy 
it was obvious that you did not want to catch her on 
a bad day. 

The relationship people built with these gods was 
defensive. They assumed that the default mode of 
these “deities” was to withhold their blessings. You 
had to buy their favour with gifts or burnt offering 
or special temple money (that you had to buy with 
real money). So it was not surprising that members 
of my congregation were interested in what they 
had to do in order to win the favour and stay on the 
right side of the God of the Bible. Legalism came 
naturally to them.

Thankfully, most of us who have grown up in the 

Western tradition don’t have that problem. 
Or do we? 
Our relationship with God, although perhaps 

more sophisticated than burning incense or offering 
special money, often has the nature of a transac-
tion. We believe God is displeased with us, and 
that Jesus came to be a sacrifice for our sins and 
to show us how to live to keep him from getting 
displeased with us again. If we accept Jesus, and 
then shape up to his example, he will put in a good 
word for us. Even then, it will be touch and go, since 
we have such a knack for falling short of perfection. 
And, of course, people who don’t accept him before 
they die have no hope at all. But is this so different 
from the temple worshippers who assume that the 
natural mode of their gods is to be angry, or at best 
indifferent to us? 

Jesus did not come just to throw some wannabe 
good guys a lifeline. He came because God—Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit—love us and want us. Far from 
wanting something from us, God put everything 
on the line to redeem us and make us new. Surely 
there can be no more sincere a demonstration of 
God’s positive feelings towards us than the birth, 
life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus. 

As Paul wrote in his epistle to the Romans, “We 
can understand someone dying for a person worth 
dying for, and we can understand how someone 
good and noble could inspire us to selfless sacrifice. 
But God put his love on the line for us by offering 
his Son in sacrificial death while we were of no use 
whatever to him” (Romans 5:7-8, The Message).

The gospel is not just good news. It is better news 
than we could have possibly imagined. 

Reprinted with the kind permission of Christian Odyssey

Goodwill 
to all men?

By John Halford

F2F

V o l u m e  2  N o  6  | F a c e  t o  F a c e  M a g a z i n e1 2



Several years ago I decided 
to indulge in one of my 
favourite pastimes; relaxing 

at our local bookstore and browsing 
through the latest arrivals.  

I stopped at the Mind, Body and Soul section 
and couldn’t help but notice how large this area 
had become.  The shelves were brimming with 

“wisdom literature” covering a wide range of topics 
from the spiritual nature of humanity to 
our relationship with one another and 
humankind’s connection to the cosmos.  

As I paged through the writings of 
the more popular spiritual masters I 
became acutely aware of the pervasive 
and powerful influence these new age 
thinkers have on the hearts and minds 
of millions of people around the globe.  

It was interesting to note that a number of these 
authors carried the endorsement of world renowned 
celebrities.  This prompted me to dig deeper, to find 
out whether there was real 
substance to their world 
view around spirituality, its 
effect on our daily lives and 
the purpose of life.  

keRnels oF wisdom

I spent a couple of years 
delving into the teachings 
of notable modern day and 
ancient spiritual thinkers 
from the West to the Far 
East.  A number of these 
teachers hold Jesus in high 
regard, but only as one 
among several spiritual 
masters.  They will often 
refer to selected biblical 
scriptures, in both the Old 
and New Testament, in support of their ideology.  
Their writings embrace kernels of conventional 
wisdom, inspiration and insight, much of which is 
also contained in the Bible.  But most do not recog-
nise everything Jesus taught or the centrality of the 
gospel message; nor do they recognise the purpose 
of the incarnation, death and resurrection of Jesus 
and the amazing grace our saviour brings to all of 
humanity.  

This selective approach to the scriptures opens 
the door to several interpretations of who or what 
God is, as well as one’s understanding of truth and 
destiny, as reflected in the writings and teachings 

of a number of spiritual guru’s.  Here are a few 
examples:
•	 God stands for Grand Organised Design
•	 God is a metaphor.
•	 God is a mystery that transcends all human 

categories of thought
•	 We may call it infinite energy in perfect 

balance or God
•	 Eternity is the living reality of who you are
•	 God is the formless consciousness and 

essence of who you are
•	 The mind of God is consciousness 
•	 This is an intelligent universe.  Intelligence 

permeates you and is available to you 
through inspiration and intuition to guide 
and direct your life.

•	 Intelligence is not a separate thing inserted 
into us by an independent creator

•	 Enlightenment is about connecting with the 
cosmic consciousness

•	 Something is true when it resonates with 
and expresses your inner being

a PRoFoUnd 
sense oF RelieF

As I brought this 
journey of exploration to 
a close, and contrasted 
my findings with the Holy 
Scriptures, I experienced 
a profound sense of relief 
and appreciation for the 
understanding of the 
triune nature of God as 
revealed by Jesus.  A God 
who is real and has not 
only offered salvation to 
all of humanity, but wants 
to enjoy an intimate 
personal relationship 
with each one of us, for 

eternity.  
I was also struck by the enormous disparity 

between the ideas of modern day new age thinkers 
about God, and the biblical revelation of who God is.  
To a large extent the difference lies in relating to an 
intelligent universe, the creation, versus a relation-
ship with the personal God who created all things, 
the Creator.  The former is rather impersonal and 
detached while the latter is intimate and personal.  
In essence, it is a question of serving either the 
creation or the Creator. Romans 1:25 talks about 
serving created things rather than the Creator who 
is forever praised.  We also read in verse 20 “For 

Serving the God you want, 
 or the God who is?  

By Bob Klynsmith
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since the creation of the world, God’s invisible quali-
ties, his eternal power and divine nature have been 
clearly seen, being understood from what has been 
made, so that men are without excuse.”

The difference seems to 
be all about searching for 

the God we want rather 
than the God who is. 

The difference seems to be all about searching 
for the God we want rather than the God who is.  
Is it an attempt to create one’s own supposedly 
deeper understanding of the meaning of life, God 
and spirituality?  Some may ask; “what about the 
authenticity of the scriptures that form the basis of 
the Judeo-Christian faith?” Are these not simply 
the writings of human beings, giving their own take 
on spirituality and God?  After all, the philosophies 
and works of new age sages also originate from the 
minds and hearts of various people.

a new joURneY oF discoVeRY

  Here we have the opportunity to embark on 
an inspiring new journey of 
discovery.  Let’s begins with 
2 Timothy 3:15-16 “from 
infancy you have known the 
Holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is 
God-breathed, is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness, 
so that the man of God may 
be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.” We also 
read in 2 Peter 1:21 “For 
prophecy never had its origin 
in the will of man, but men 
spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy 
Spirit.”

I encourage you to pursue 
this path, an endeavour 
that will enable you to discover a combination of 
remarkable factors, pointing to the “God-breathed” 
veracity of the Holy Scriptures.  Naturally, we do 
not have the time or space to give full justice to 
covering all the relevant bone fide elements in one 
article.  Nevertheless, let’s briefly highlight a few 
key factors:
•	 The meticulous preservation of manuscripts 

over aeons of time.  Original manuscripts 
were accurately copied according to the 
strict rules and disciplines of well trained 
scribes. 

•	 Former director and principle librarian of 
the British Museum, Sir Frederick Kenyon 
writes:  “In no other case is the interval of 
time between the composition of the book 
and date of the earliest extant manuscripts 
so short as in that of the New Testament.” 

•	 The careful due diligence process given to 
the authentic canonisation of the Scriptures.

•	 Historical corroboration of Old and New 

Testament personalities and events.
•	 Archaeological evidence verifying the 

authenticity of Old and New Testament 
people and events.   

•	 Fulfilled prophecy, including the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus, also clearly 
evidenced in the discovery of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls.

•	 The unique correlation of a consistent 
theology that threads its way through both 
the Old and New Testament, written under 
inspiration by at least forty different authors, 
spanning thousands of years across vastly 
different civilisations, cultures and circum-
stances.    

•	 The creation itself pointing to the reality of 
the divine architect of the universe.    

I am constantly amazed at the number of scien-
tists, archaeologists and even palaeontologists who 
have in fact turned the corner, moving away from 
atheism and fully embracing the reality of God’s 
presence in their lives.  They have come to recog-
nise that there is in fact no conflict between science 
and the God who created the universe; where there 
are differences, either one or the other is misun-
derstood.  

Yet there are those who are quite comfortable 
with living in the here and 
now, and the concept of 
merging with the cosmic 
consciousness of the 
universe after death.  As 
one new age protagonist 
said to me “I am here to 
make a significant differ-
ence in the world now.  
Once I die then that’s it!”

Most new age teachers 
will tell you that the 
enlightening philosophies 
of the modern age will 
enhance whatever religion 
or faith you belong to.  You 
do not need to forfeit your 
belief in Christ.  However, 
one cannot deny the fact 
that a gigantic gulf exists 
between the so called 
enlightenment of New Age 

thinking and the revelation of scripture.  It is hard 
to fathom how the two can even begin to coexist!    

The overwhelming weight of information 
pointing to the “God-breathed” authenticity of the 
Holy Scriptures, from the early history of civilisation 
to the present, inspires an unrivalled confidence in 
the message of scripture.  Words cannot describe 
the depth of God’s love and mercy for you, bringing 
with it a purposeful life in the here and now as well 
as the expectation of an intimate relationship with 
the triune God, including many of your loved ones 
and others, for eternity.    

Let’s conclude with Colossians 1:15-22 “He 
(Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 
over all creation...For by him all things were created: 
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities, 
all things were created by him and for him...He is 
before all things and in him all things hold together...
But now he has reconciled you through death to 
present you holy in his sight, without blemish.” F2F
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Since the beginning of recorded 
history, tales and legends 
of lost mines and buried 

and sunken treasures have held an 
incredible fascination and appeal 
for many people. 

Passionate treasure hunters have fervently 
searched and even killed for precious metals and 
gemstones. To this day many of us remain spell-

bound by these stories of sunken treas-
ures and movies like the fabled King 
Solomon’s Mines.

In the Bible we read the true story of 
King Solomon. God blessed him with 
great riches and power – and wisdom.  
He was the wisest man who ever lived.  
In the very centre of the Old Testament 

is the Book of Proverbs which was mostly 
written by King Solomon. Under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, he urges us to search diligently for 
a treasure that is more precious than gold, silver, or 
rubies.  It is wisdom.  

Too many people are 
making unwise choices 
and ruining their lives

He wrote; “Happy is the person who finds wisdom 
and gains understanding. For the profit of wisdom 
is better than silver, and her wages are better than 
gold. Wisdom is more precious than rubies; nothing 
you desire can compare with her” (Proverbs 3:13-15 
NLT). 

Life is difficult. We live in troubled times. What 
sort of people must we be in the middle of these 
stressful times?  What do we need to see us 
through? To that question the Book of Proverbs 
offers one massive and obvious answer: Wisdom.  
Biblical wisdom is living skilfully in whatever situa-
tion we find ourselves and the central message of 
Proverbs is this:  pursue wisdom.

Solomon’s book is a rich treasure house of 
wisdom and he passes on his wise advice in the form 
of proverbs. A proverb is a short, catchy, to the point, 

insightful 
and memo-
rable saying.  It 
does not state every-
thing about a truth but is 
a guideline and tells us how life works most of 
the time. It is a general principle but not a universal 
guarantee. We use many proverbs in everyday 
speech; “A stitch in time saves nine” urges us to 
avoid procrastination. “Garbage in, garbage out” is 
a proverb coined by computer operators. 

a manUal FoR liVing

The purpose of the Book of Proverbs is to give us 
wise, practical (and that’s the key word) advice for 
our daily living (Proverbs 1:2-5). It focuses on God 
and teaches us how to live in close relationship with 
him and with one another.  It deals with choices 
we make between hard work and laziness, honesty 
and dishonesty, patience and anger.  Biblical prov-
erbs guide us in raising our children, handling our 
money, our choice of friends, caring for the poor, 
managing conflict, using words well and about 
nearly every other major issue in our lives.  

We all need these precious words of wisdom!  
Sadly - and especially nowadays, it seems - too 
many people are making unwise choices and 
ruining their lives.  A businessman was saying that 
his business was going so well that he couldn’t 
hire salespeople fast enough to take all the orders 
coming in to his company.  But he said “The only 
problem is that so many of my new salespeople 
act strangely.”  “What do you mean by strangely?” 
he was asked. “I mean they do stupid things and 
get themselves into trouble.  They shoot them-
selves in the foot. They don’t turn up on time. They 
don’t return phone calls. They don’t charge fair 
prices. They don’t treat people courteously. They 
don’t admit mistakes when they make them. They 
don’t cooperate with their colleagues. They just act 
strangely, and eventually I have to fire them. They 
could be building a successful career. Instead they 
force me to let them go. I’m not demanding a lot, 
but how can I tolerate their behaviour?”1

 What was the bottom line in this man’s 

King Solomon’s
Mines
Modern wiSdoM 
froM the ancient 
BooK of ProverBS

By Gordon Green
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complaint?  “I can’t find enough 
wise people.” 

we aRe HeRe to 
HelP YoU!

Living wisely today is a chal-
lenge and we all need guidance. 
What better advice than God’s 
proverbs for our lives? Welcome 
to the first in a series of studies 
in the Book of Proverbs! In each 
future issue of Face to Face 
we will take an in-depth look 
at some of these wise sayings 
and help you discover how they 
apply to your daily life. You will learn that each 
proverb is a gold nugget of practical truth that calls 
you to action and live a responsible and effective 
life.    

In the meantime why don’t you start reading 
through the Book of Proverbs?  
•	 There are thirty-one chapters and there are 

thirty-one days in most months.  Every day 
read the chapter that corresponds to that 
particular date. Read two chapters on the 
last day of months that have only thirty days.  
Do that every day, month after month and 
year after year and you will not only find 
wise advice for living, you will unearth the 
silver and buried treasure Solomon  writes 

about – treasure that will last 
beyond your lifetime!  

•	 Read with a pen and paper 
at hand so you can make notes 
about the knowledge and 
wisdom you are learning.  

•	 When you read, certain 
verses will jump out at you – 
they will speak to you. Let the 
words sink in.  

•	 Place them somewhere you 
can see them often – on your 
fridge, on your desk, on the 
dashboard of your car.  

•	 Reflect on them during the 
day 

•	 Ask God to enable you to put them into 
practice.  

If you pursue wisdom with the passion of a 
prospector panning for gold and an adventurer on 
a treasure hunt (Proverbs 2:4; 3:13-16), you will 
discover riches far more valuable than gold.  These 
wise proverbs will change your life!  

1 Bill Hybels Making Life Work  p13.

free to Be
by Joseph Tkach

One of the first steps toward becoming a Christian 
is repentance, or confession that we are sinners. To 
admit to God and to ourselves that we are sinners is 
to put aside our human pride and confess the truth of 
what we really are. 

But we don’t make that confession blindly, and we 
don’t make it out of any sense of humiliation. We make 
it knowing that the God to whom we are confessing 
our sinfulness loves us completely, unconditionally 
and eternally. And we make it knowing that he has 
already made atonement for us in Jesus Christ even 
before we were born. 

By knowing God loves us in this way, we are free 
in Christ to honestly acknowledge 
our sinfulness before him without 
any fear. We can trust ourselves to 
him fully and without reservation. 
Knowing we are safe in his love, we 
can confess to him and trust him with 
even the most crushing burdens of 
our darkest sins and fears. That is 
freedom indeed. 

But how do we break free of our 
sinfulness? How do we enter into 

that new life of righteousness and obedience? When 
we try to do that on our own, we find ourselves failing. 
We fight against our old ways using all our willpower 
and devotion, but we lose so often that we can easily 
fall into despair. 

But there is no need to carry such burdens. That’s 
because God not only forgives us, he transforms us 
into a new creation in Jesus. Jesus is not only our 
Redeemer; he is our Righteousness and our Life! 

The Son of God 
became one of us, 
human as we are, to 
do everything for us 
that we could not 
do for ourselves. 
During his life, he 
obeyed the Father 
perfectly in our 
place. In his death, 
he took the conse-
quences of our sins 
in our place. 

In his resurrec-
tion he conquered 
death for us. And in his ascension, he places us with 
himself at the right hand of the Father. He represents 
us before the Father and he substitutes for us before 
the Father. He paid for our sins, and he is our life and 
our righteousness. In Jesus, we are a new creation. 

We still often fail to live up to who we are in Christ, 
of course. But we also live by faith, trusting God to be 
who he says he is for us, the One who forgives us and 
who makes us new in Jesus. And we look forward to 
the day when we will fully experience what we for now, 
only experience in part. 

The apostle Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:17, 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 
the old has gone, the new has come!”

No longer must we live in opposition to God, 
ourselves and our neighbors. God has broken the 
chains of darkness and sin, freeing us to be a new crea-
tion, a new person – redeemed, healed and complete 
in Jesus Christ. F2F

F2F
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The wise men who 
came from the East 
to worship the infant 

Jesus were the scientists of 
their day. Known as Magi, 
they studied the heavens and 
the earth, seeking to under-
stand the natural world, and 

make sense of the 
supernatural. 

When they observed a 
mysterious sign in the sky, they 
knew it was significant. Exactly 
what they saw is not known. 
Was it a comet? A conjunction 

of planets? A unique special creation?   
Whatever it was, it guided these Magi to 
Jerusalem, and eventually to a house in 
Bethlehem where the infant Jesus was 
staying. There they worshipped him and 
gave him gifts.  

The heavens have always been a 
source of inspiration to those who seek 
to understand the meaning of existence. 
A thousand years before the Magi, King 
David wrote: 

When I consider your heavens, the work 
of your fingers, the moon and the stars, 
which you have set in place, what is man 
that you are mindful of him, the son of 
man that you care for him?(Psalm 8:3-4).

David could have seen with the naked 
eye between 5,000 and 6,000 stars, and 
maybe five of the planets. He could not 
have known that some of those “stars” 
were galaxies, composed of millions of 
stars. 

Today we know that those few thousand 
visible stars are just a handful of the esti-
mated two to three hundred billion stars 
in our Milky Way galaxy. And our galaxy 
is just one of at least 100  billion galaxies. 
I’m being conservative; new data from the 
Hubble telescope suggests there could 
be as many as 500 billion galaxies “out 

there,” each with maybe 300 billion stars 
of its own.  

We will likely never know for certain 
how many stars there are. Even if we did, 
old stars burn out and new stars come into 
existence every day. Astronomers have 
estimated that in each galaxy, one star 
dies and one is born at the rate of about 
one a year. Assuming a conservative 100 
billion galaxies in the observable universe, 
there are about 100 billion stars being 
born and dying each year. That means 
an average of about 275 million per day. 
In the time it is taking you to read this 
paragraph, maybe a million stars have 
collapsed and another million have burst 
into life. 

There is far more going on out there 
than we have even begun to observe or 
measure. For example, about 70 percent 
of the universe seems to consist of what 
scientist call “dark energy.” By “dark” they 
mean it is beyond the range of our ability 
to measure and observe. Of the remaining 
30 percent, 26 percent seems to be made 
of “dark matter.” Only four percent of the 
universe consists of material that we can 
measure, or even describe. And the more 
we learn about that four percent, the 
more mysterious it becomes. 

As the English astronomer Sir Arthur 
Eddington put it, “Not only is the universe 
stranger than we imagine, it is stranger 
than we can imagine.”

is god necessaRY?

Even with the limited understanding 
of his time, David could write confidently 

“The heavens declare the glory of God; 
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.” 
(Psalm 19:1).

Well, not to everyone. In a recently 
published book, The Grand Design, 
physicists Stephen Hawkings and Leonard 
Mlodinow argue that a belief in God 
is not needed to explain the origins of 
the universe. They claim that the theory 
of quantum mechanics and the theory 
of relativity help us understand how 
universes could have formed out of 
nothing. They argue that the Big Bang is a 

I’m Dreaming 
of a Quantum 

Christmas
By John Halford
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consequence of the laws of physics alone. 
Hawking has said; “One can’t prove that 
God doesn’t exist, but science makes God 
unnecessary.”

That is a bold claim, but is it right? 
Physicist and science writer Paul Davies 
doesn’t think so. While accepting that 
cosmology can probably now explain 
how our universe began, he says “A much 
tougher problem now looms, however. 
What is the source of those ingenious laws 
that enable a universe to pop into being 
from nothing? “…there is no compelling 
need for a supernatural being or prime 
mover to start the universe off. But when 
it comes to the laws that explain the big 
bang, we are in murkier waters.” 

missing sometHing Big

Murkier waters indeed. Even if the 
origins of the universe can be described 
entirely by laws of physics, as Hawking  
asserts, the question remains as to how 
can we explain the origin of those laws? In 
a remarkably frank book about the state 
of research today, physicist Lee Smolin 
admitted that physics has come to an 
impasse. “The one thing that everyone 
who cares about fundamental physics 
seems to agree on is that new ideas are 
needed. From the most skeptical critics 
to the most strenuous advocates of string 
theory, you hear the same thing: We are 
missing something big” (Lee Smolin, The 
Trouble with Physics, p. 308).

So today, our astounding investigations 
into the incomprehensibly vast expanse 
of the known universe and the equally 
incomprehensibly miniscule world of sub-
atomic particles have not, in fact, made 
God unnecessary. The unfathomable night 
sky still reflects the glory of God and the 
mysterious quarks join it in proclaiming 
the work of his hands.

In another recently published book, 
New Proofs for the Existence of God, 
Robert J. Spitzer argues that far from 
doing away with the need for God, cutting 
edge scientific discoveries have shown 
ever more clearly that faith is a rational 
response to the state of our knowledge. 
If the [scientific] evidence we have today 
is taken seriously, Spitzer writes, “…they 
cannot help but transform our view of the 
universe, transcendence, our destiny and 
the meaning of life (New Proofs for the 
Existence of God, p10).

Twenty years ago, Astronomer Robert 
Jastrow anticipated this situation when he 
wrote, “For the scientist who has lived by 
his faith in the power of reason, the story 
ends like a bad dream. He has scaled 
the mountains of ignorance, he is about 
to conquer the highest peak; as he pulls 
himself over the final rock, he is greeted 
by a band of theologians who have been 
sitting there for centuries” (Robert Jastrow, 
God and the Astronomers)

Reading that, it is tempting for reli-
gious people to offer a smug “We told 
you so.” But let’s be careful. Far from 
Jastrow’s picture of theologians sitting on 
the highest peak, theologians have more 
often preferred to squat complacently on 
the lowest slopes of scientific discovery, 
stubbornly clutching old ideas and 
resisting – sometimes viciously opposing – 
anything new and ground-breaking. Let’s 
not forget Copernicus and Galileo, whom 
the church attempted to silence because 
of their discoveries that the earth was not 
the center of the universe. 

Theologians, just as much as scien-
tists, need to ask whether we are missing 
something big, starting with the common 
perception among religious people that 
God is a rather remote, stern Judge “out 
there” somewhere, who is difficult to 
please and preoccupied with sinful behav-
iour. But is that the God that Jesus came 
to reveal? Has our understanding of God 
been too narrow? 

The Magi followed the star to worship 
Jesus because they knew his birth was in 
some way significant. They could not have 
known just how significant. They thought 
he was the new king of the Jews, the long-
awaited Messiah. How could they know 
that he was, in fact, far more than that 

– the loving and faithful Creator of all they 
had studied, come to earth as a human 
being to heal and transform humanity 
into a new creation in himself? 

As his life and ministry unfolded, Jesus 
showed us what God is really like, and he 
and his apostles told us of the purpose of 
the universe and human life. The Creator 
became one of us, not only forgiving all 
our sins by taking them on himself, but 
also giving us his own righteousness by 
becoming one with us. He died for us, 
rose from the dead for us and lives eter-
nally for us, drawing us relentlessly into 
his new creation, into the love relation-
ship he shares eternally with the Father 
and the Spirit. 

As the carols remind us, “Long lay 
the world in sin and error pining ‘til he 
appeared, and the soul felt its worth,” 
and “Man will live forevermore because 
of Christmas Day.” 

The brilliant lights of science, which 
are no more than human discoveries of 
what God has created, and the ancient 
glow of the gospel, which is nothing less 
than God’s revelation of his unfathom-
able love for all human beings, both lead 
us to Jesus. Through him alone we come 
face to face with the Creator who not only 
loves us more than we have imagined, but 
more than we can imagine.

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey. 
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The American children’s televi-
sion series Sesame Street, 
well known for its “Muppets” 

characters, premiered on November 
10, 1969, and it became one of 
the longest-running children’s 
programs on television.

Like many parents, we wove Sesame Street into 
the fabric of early learning for our kids. Forty-two 
years later, I’m still partial to a grouchy but lovable 
Muppet called Oscar, who lives in a garbage can. 
Oscar has a life-long 
attraction to and passion 
for trash. One song

has the refrain, “Trash, I 
love it.”

This strange affinity for 
trash also appears in older, 
more sophisticated, more 
highly educated persons 
known as archaeolo-
gists. They investigate past 
cultures by studying the 
things those cultures left 
behind. Some of our most 
exciting knowledge and 
insights into ancient civi-
lizations have come to us 
from household ruins, city 
dumps and even communal cesspits. In other words, 
trash. Everyday documents sifted from the trash of

ancient towns and cities are rich sources of 
cultural information. In contrast to Oscar, who loves 
trash for its own sake, the archaeologist loves what 
he or she can learn from it. In fact, some archaeolo-
gists can, if the quality of the trash is high enough, 
become even more expressive than Muppets!

One exciting find in the village dump in Oxyrhyn-
chus, Egypt, actually changed our perception of the 
New Testament.

At the time of Jesus and the apostles, the 
prevailing language of the Eastern Roman Empire 
was Greek. But there were two levels of Greek 
language: the classical Greek of literature and the 
koine Greek of common conversation and writing. 
Things written in classical Greek tended to be 
copied and preserved in libraries and royal collec-
tions. But things written in the common, or koine, 
style—anything from personal letters and journals 
to shopping lists, would in time find their way into 
the trash can and finally to the garbage dump. And 
of course, since many of the common words and 
expressions in koine were not used in classical 
Greek, these words and expressions were not

preserved for posterity.
And as it turns out, the New Testament was 

written in the koine, the common form of Greek. 
It has a vocabulary of only about 5,000 words, 
and of those, about 500 were considered unique 
to the New Testament, not found in other Greek 
literature up to that point. Scholars agonized over 
the disparity between New Testament and classical 

Greek.
Schools of thought emerged to deal with this.

“Hebraists” thought that New Testament Greek 
must have been a translation from an original 
Hebrew text.

“Purists” surmised that New Testament Greek was 
a special language, created by the Holy Spirit and 

“purified of its pagan origins” to suit the purposes of 
God’s revelation.

Eventually, some scholars started thinking 
outside the box. Bishop Lightfoot, one of England’s 
most insightful New Testament scholars, said, “if 
we could only recover letters that ordinary people 
wrote to each other without any thought of being 
literary, we should have the greatest possible help 
for understanding of the language of the New 

Testament generally.”
In April 1897, the 

bishop got his wish when 
Bernard Grenfell and Arthur 
Hunt began discovering 
sample after sample of 
written koine Greek in that 
garbage dump at Oxyrhyn-
chus, Egypt—including 
nearly all of the words 
formerly thought unique 
to the New Testament.

It makes perfect sense 
that a loving God should 
reveal himself to us in 
the language of ordinary 
people.

According to biblical 
scholar Eugene Peterson, “The words came from 
wills, official reports, letters from husbands away 
on business to their wives at home, a letter that

a son who had become a soldier wrote to his 
parents, a letter in which a father admonished 
his children who were away from home, petitions, 
accounts, shopping lists, bills and receipts—the 
kinds of writings that never get bound into books 
and catalogued in a library. This was the kind of 
writing that, when it has done its work, is thrown 
away.”1

The impact of all this on Bible translation and 
Bible reading is huge. It makes perfect sense that a 
loving, considerate God should reveal himself to us 
in a manner we can understand, in the language of 
ordinary people. He’s given his precious word to all 
of us, not just to the highly educated.

Sesame Street’s Oscar the Grouch says “Trash is 
everything to me.” While it’s unlikely we could agree 
entirely with that sentiment, it’s worth remarking 
that some very

important knowledge about the word of God 
came from sifting through an ancient town’s trash.

Thanks to archaeology and scholarship, 
Oxyrhynchus has proved to be a case of Treasure 
in the Trash.

1. Eugene Peterson, Eat This Book (2006), p. 145.
Reprinted with the kind permission of Christian Odyssey

Treasure in the trash
By Kerry Gubb
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The church in first-century 
Corinth was plagued with 
social divisions and rivalries.

Paul explained to them that God gives different 
people different abilities—not so that some people 
can exalt themselves over others, but so that 
everyone will work together for the common good 
(1 Cor. 12:7). No one is self-sufficient, and no one 
is unnecessary.

Near the end of chapter 12, he again 
explains that 
God appoints 
different roles 
in the church. 
He asks, Is 
everyone in 
the church 

an apostle? Of 
course not, he

implies. It’s silly to 
expect everyone to have 
the same role (vv. 28-30).

Nevertheless, some 
gifts are better than others, 
and Paul encourages the 
Corinthians to “eagerly 
desire the greater gifts” (v. 
31). But even if they get 
better gifts, how are they 
to use them? He explains: 

“And now I will show you 
the most excellent way.”

This superior pathway, he says in chapter 13, is 
the way of love. Love is not a gift that some people 
have and others don’t—it is the way in which all 
gifts should be used. This is what the Corinthians 
needed most. Indeed, without love, all the other 
gifts were pointless.

Without love, we are nothing (verses 1-3) Paul 
begins with the spiritual gift that the Corinthians 
valued the most: “If I speak in the tongues of 
men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.” No matter 
how special the words are, if they aren’t helping 
anyone, they are just noise.

“If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith 
that can move mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing.”

Eloquent preaching, deep wisdom and strong faith 
are all wasted if they are not being used to help others.

“If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my 
body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.”

Even great sacrifices, if done for selfish purposes, 
fail to do anything for us. Selfish actions, no matter 
how good they appear on the outside, do not 
improve our standing in the eyes of God.

a descRiPtion oF loVe (VeRses 4-8)

Real love is not proven through spectacular 
performances. Rather, it is demonstrated in much 
smaller things we do in everyday life: “Love is patient,

love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it 
is not proud.”

This is a descrip-
tion of God himself, 
and this is the life that 
the Father, Son, and 
Spirit enjoy with one 
another. This is the life 
God wants us to enjoy 
forever—

and the life he 
wants us to have now, 
as well.

Love “is not rude,” 
Paul says. “It is not self-
seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs.”

God encourages us 
to participate in this 
life now: freed of self-

ishness, fits of anger and grudges.
The reason that God wants us to live this way is 

because this is the way God already is. He does not 
keep a record of wrongs—he has already forgiven 
us for everything we’ve done. He does not tell us to 
do something he has not already done himself.

“Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres. Love never fails.” 

Unfortunately, we often fail. Paul is describing a 
way that we, of ourselves,

cannot achieve. But Christ in us has already 
achieved it, and God wants us to participate with 
Christ in his perfect life by trusting him and letting 
him live in us.

Dr. Michael Morrison teaches classes in the New Testament at
Grace Communion Seminary. More information about the seminary 
can be found at gcs.ambassador.edu.
Reprinted with the kind permission of Christian Odyssey

the Most excellent way
A study of 1 corinthiAns 13

By Michael Morrison
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the greeKs hAd A word for it: α γάπη
Ancient Greek had several words for love: erōs for 

erotic love, philos for love between equals, storgē for 
the love of parents and children, and agapē. Although 
the verb form of agapē was common, often as a 
synonym for other types of love, the noun was rare.

This changed when Jews in Alexandria translated 
the Old Testament from Hebrew into Greek. They 
preferred the word agapē, and by using it to describe 
God’s love for his people, they gave it a more distinc-
tive meaning. It was associated with the goodwill and 
generosity of a person in power toward one without 

power. It was a love that was freely given, without 
expecting things in return except for gratitude and 
loyalty.

When the New Testament was written, agapē was 
again chosen to describe the kind of love that God has 
for his people, and the kind of love that he wants his 
people to have toward one another: a love that is freely 
given, whether or not the other person is able to give 
any favours in return. Because it never keeps track of 
failures, it is a love that never ceases to be given.

For many of us the concept of church is a building 
with some seats, a podium and sound system that 
blares out what the minister is saying on a Sunday. 

But what happens when the building disappears 
and is no longer there? What happens when over 
time, less and less people attend and a church just 
becomes a hollow shell of what it used to be?

In Europe many of the grand and beautiful 
churches with stained glass windows and awe 
inspiring architecture stand empty. For the most 
part these buildings are used as tourist attractions 
and no longer serve the purpose they were built 

for. In some cases if the building is not 
touristy enough it gets sold to offset the 
costs of  managing it. I have even heard 
of a church that has been converted 
into pub…can you believe that!

You might say to yourself …”Sacri-
lege! Disgusting! How could this 
happen!” and to a certain extent you 
would be right to be indignant. However, 

consider this; those are just buildings, 
they are not the church!

Surly not! A church is a building, a place of 
worship where people get together, isn‘t it.? How 
can I say that it is not the church?

How often do we forget that we are the church, 
that no matter what happens to the building, so 
long as we believe and so long as Jesus is with us, 

we are the church. In Matthew 18:20 we read:  “For 
where two or three come together in my name, there 
am I with them.” 

This concept of the church not being bound to 
a building is something that the early Christians 
understood very well. As persecuted individuals, 
they did not have the freedom to meet in public 
as we do and most certainly did not live in a time 
where they could afford to purchase or build a 
grand church in honor of God. 

There is a very old doctrine that is believed to 
come from Ignatius of Antioch at the end of the 
first century that reads as follows: Where Christ is, 
there is the church (Ubi Christus, ibi ecclesia), and 
although much time has passed since the begin-
ning of Christianity the same holds true today.

With Christ in us and with us, we are the church. 
So long as you live and breathe and pass the 
message of salvation on to someone else, the church 
will remain. With millions of Christians around the 
world it should not be surprising that the message 
of salvation is still being preached today.

So don’t worry about the numbers of people at 
your church - you don’t see the big picture. You 
don’t see how many millions of little churches are 
really out there, because at the end of the day 
we serve an awesome God, who does not need a 
building to make a point. All he desires is to have a 
relationship with you…HIS church.

Ubi Christus,ibi ecclesia
By Shaun de Greeff
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OUR TRUE 
ELDER BROTHER

The parable of the Lost Son in Luke 
15:11-31 is arguably one of the most 
famous and well loved parables of 
Jesus.  It is one of the clearest and most 
moving visions of God’s grace and 
forgiveness, in which Jesus presents 
us with a picture of the Father longing 
to be reconciled to those who have 
rejected him.

It has often been said of this parable 
that it is an example of forgiveness 
without atonement or cost.  Some 
claim that Jesus clearly teaches that 
the younger son wanted to make resti-
tution but the Father did not let him.  
Instead, they argue, the Father forgives 
his son without any kind of price being 
paid.

cost oF RestoRation

To claim this, however, is to misun-
derstand the parable.  What is often 
missed is that in order for the younger 
son to be restored someone else had 
to bear the cost.  The forgiveness of 
the younger son would indeed come 
at a price because being restored to a 
full relationship with the Father would 
mean that he would again be entitled 
to a share in the Father’s remaining 
estate.  It would, therefore, fall to the 
lot of the older son to pay the price of 
his younger brother’s restoration as he 
would receive much less inheritance as 
a result.  Indeed, one of the reasons 
the elder brother must have begrudged 
the younger coming back was because 
his brother’s return would come at 
great cost to himself.

The older brother in this parable 
begrudged the Father’s grace and 
didn’t want to pay the cost of restora-
tion.  We, however, have an altogether 
different type of elder brother.  

The image of Christ as our elder 
brother is seen both in the writing 
of the Apostle Paul, who calls Jesus 
the firstborn among many brothers 
(Romans 8:29), and in the letter to the 
Hebrews, in which the author says that 
Jesus had to be made like his brothers 
in everyway in order to save them (see 
Hebrews 2:14-18).

Jesus’ attitude towards his brothers 
was entirely different to that of the 
older brother in Luke 15.  He makes 
it clear that he was not a reluctant 
participant in the grace of the Father 
but rather he laid down his life willingly 
in order to pay the penalty for our sin:

‘‘The reason my Father loves me is 
that I lay down my life—only to take it 
up again. No one takes it from me, but 
I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
authority to lay it down and authority 
to take it up again. This command I 
received from my Father.” (John 10:17-
18)

We have the true elder brother 
who bore the cost of our forgiveness 
through his death on the cross. He 
paid the price that we could not pay in 
order that we would be reconciled to 
the Father. 1 Peter 2:23-25 says:

‘He himself bore our sins in his body 
on the tree…For you were like sheep 
going astray, but now you have returned 
to the Shepherd and Overseer of your 
souls.’

In Jesus, the Father comes out to 
those who have rejected God and pays 
the ultimate price in order that their 
sins will not be counted against them 
and they can know the unconditional 
love of the Father:

‘God was reconciling the world to 
himself in Christ, not counting men’s 
sins against them.’ (2 Corinthians 5:19)

So lets thank God that we have such 
an elder brother who, unlike the older 
son of the parable, did not begrudge 
the grace of the Father but was willing 
to pay the price for us to be restored to 
the family of God.
(For further on the theme of atonement in The Par-
able of the Lost Son see ‘The Prodigal God’ by Timothy 
Keller.) 

Reprinted with kind permission of “In Touch”, pub-
lished in the UK by Grace Communion International.

By Hannah Robinson
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In the hit TV series “The Golden 
Girls,” Dorothy’s mother 
Sophia used to substantiate her 

arguments by relating an incident 
from her early  life in Sicily.

  She would usually begin: “Picture this. Sicily, 
1932…” and then carry on with her story, having 
the other girls roll their eyes heavenward.

And Dorothy would say in her bold strong voice. 
“Ma, not again?”

In somewhat light-hearted spirit 
but also with joy, I want you to picture 
this. About 3959 HSC (Hebrew Sacred 
Calendar), Bethlehem in Palestine. A 
sudden wail from a newborn baby. If 
there was a donkey in the stable, it 
would have brayed in fright and indig-
nation for a wailing Child was in the crib 

lying on its fodder.
Maybe the braying could have been a prophetic 

noise about this very Baby riding on a foal of his kin, 
30 years down the line.

wHo was tHis man-to-Be?

He would become the Man of sorrows. He would 
be raised to painful death in public view. He would 
be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Ever-
lasting Father, Prince of Peace.

But for now, who and what was He? 
His birth was announced in thunderous hallelu-

jahs by a mighty host of angels who swept down to 
tell some lowly shepherds their King was born in a 
manger in Bethlehem.

Their shouts of acclamation recognized him as 
the son of God who had become the son of man 
with a mighty mission. He was to save the world! 
Believe it or not!

He was God the Son, the word of God who 

became flesh according to the scriptures.
In the Thirty-Five Beliefs of Grace Communion 

International, it is stated that Jesus was born in the 
normal way, grew in the normal way, got hungry 
and thirsty and tired, ate and drank and slept. He 
looked normal, talked in ordinary language, and 
walked in the normal way. He had emotions, such 
as compassion, surprise, sorrow and apprehension 
(Matthew 9:36; Luke 7:9; John 11:38; Matthew 
26:37). He prayed to God, as humans need to. He 
called himself a man and other people called him a 
man. He was a human being.

“But Jesus was such an extraordinary human,” 
continues the Statement of Beliefs.“ If he were merely 
human, his teaching was arrogant and sinful. But 
Jesus backed up his words when he claimed to be 
the son of God, with some amazing actions. ‘Believe 
me when I say I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracle’ 
(John 14:11). Miracles can’t force anyone to believe, 
but they can provide powerful supporting evidence.”

wHo did He tHink He was?

Peter replied to Jesus’ question about who he 
was, saying, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” Jesus answered, “Blessed are you, Simon son 
of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, 
but by my Father in heaven” (Matthew16:16, 17). 

Jesus was the Word of God, (John 1:1) the Son of 
God, the Christ, the Messiah – the One appointed 
by God for a special mission.

That mission brought the Word of God to the 
manger in Bethlehem as a helpless baby. He grew 
to manhood, became a martyr and was raised up 
from the grave, a divine being. 

His promise was to raise us up through God’s 
Holy Spirit, to become like him and live with him 
eternally. What a man, what a mission, what a 
promise!

Can you picture this? Can you believe it?

By Eben D Jacobs

Picture this
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Listen to us on ccfM  
and radio Pulpit:

Radio Pulpit  AM 657 kHz (throughout sA on AM frequency) 5 
min slot every Monday @ 6:40am , wednesday @ 3:00pm  and 
friday @ 6.11 am 

CCFM 107.5 FM (the greater cape town area from Melkbosstrand 
to durbanville to stellenbosch to gordon’s bay from Muizenberg)  
Monday and friday at 9:05, saturday at 21:00, sunday at 04:30, 
sunday at 19:15

Ambassador College of Christian Ministry 
Online Learning : www.ambascol.org
equipping men and women for more 
efective and informed service in the work of 
the gospel.

AccM’s flexible learning site provides 
practical, quality training in christian 
ministry and a valuable source of 
informative and stimulating christian studies 
through both credit and audit programs.

Enjoy Reading  
Face to Face?
why not share with a  
friend? ask us to send a  
free copy today!
to request a subscription, see  
addresses and phone numbers on page 3. 

IF YOU LIVE IN CAPE TOWN , YOU 
CAN LISTEN TO FACE TO FACE ON:

www.ccfm.org.za

On-air 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, o�ering the 

best mix of contemporary 
Christian music and 

compelling chat, 
combined with up-to-

the-minute news, 
weather forecasts, tra�c 

and travel information.

hMMM...

“Habits are first 
cobwebs, then cables.”

Spanish proverb

“A silly idea is current that good 
people do not know what temptation 

means. This is an obvious lie. Only 
those who try to resist temptation 

know how strong it is.... A man 
who gives in to temptation after 

five minutes simply does not know 
what it would have been like an 

hour later. That is why bad people, 
in one sense, know very little 

about badness. They have lived a 
sheltered life by always giving in.”

C.S. Lewis

“Consider how hard it is to 
change yourself and you’ll under-
stand what little chance you have 

in trying to change others.”
Jacob M. Braude

“A man must be big enough 
to admit his mistakes, smart 

enough to profit from them, and 

strong enough to correct them.”
John C. Maxwell

“Do not for a moment suppose 
that you must make yourself 

better, or prepare your heart for 
a worthy reception of Christ, but 

come at once - come as you are.”
Archibald Alexander

“Be such a man, and live such a 
life, that if every man were such as 
you, and every life a life like yours, 

this earth would be God’s Paradise.”
Phillips Brooks

“What is a friend? I will tell 
you... it is someone with whom 

you dare to be yourself.”
Frank Crane

“Charity should begin at home, 
but should not stay there.”

Phillips Brooks

“If I take care of my character, my 
reputation will take care of me.”

Dwight L. Moody

“Christianity helps us 
face the music even when 

we don’t like the tune.”
Phillips Brooks

“The greatest mistake we 
make is living in constant fear 

that we will make one.”
John C. Maxwell

“The best, most beautiful, and 
most perfect way that we have 

of expressing a sweet concord of 
mind to each other is by music.”

Jonathan Edwards

“Some people are at the top 
of the ladder, some are in the 

middle, still more are at the 
bottom, and a whole lot more don’t 

even know there is a ladder.”
Robert H. Schuller


