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Editorial

By Tim Maguire

Open any newspaper, turn on any news broad-
cast and you will be bombarded with human tragedy.

Floods in Australia, South America and even 
here in “Sunny South Africa.” Earthquakes...civil 
unrest in Egypt... ongoing tensions in the Middle 
East. Fuel prices continue to escalate, pushing up 
the cost of living. Life is tough! And yes, sometimes 
we feel that it all becomes just too much to bear. 

So how should we react When life sucks? 
Through the pages of Face to Face and our radio 

broadcasts (see back page for details) we would like 
to offer you hope and assistance in dealing with 
the everyday problems that all of us face as we go 
about living in the 21st Century. 

We are here to show you that it’s not all bad 
news, and that God has already put into action a 
master plan to save us from ourselves (Sacrificial 
Limb). Not only do we encourage you to join us in 
developing a closer relationship with God, that will 
be taken on into eternity, but to examine issues that 
are common to us all, from a biblical perspective, so 

that our quality of life now and our relationship with 
God will be vastly improved(Mansion in the sky). 

How should we react when our self esteem takes 
a knock? (Miss not good enough).  Where was 
God  when tragedy struck? Together we will turn 
to The greatest book ever written, and search out 
the answers to these questions and others like them.  
We will examine the core focus of the Bible, Jesus 
the Christ  (Could Jesus have been an imposter)?  
and through him better understand the awesome 
love God has for each and every one of us.

I’m thrilled you have decided to join us on this 
awesome journey, which will lead us all into deeper 
relationships with each other, as well as face to face 
with the living God. Look out for our next issue in 
two months! Till then, we would love to hear what 
you think of our magazine, or if there are any 
subjects you would like us to deal with, please do let 
us know. You will find our contact details on page 3.

Tim Maguire (Executive Editor) F2F
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OUR VISION

Face to Face seeks to inspire you to reach your 
full potential as you discover deeper insights 
into the purpose of living and relationships 
through an intimate bond with the Triune God.

OUR MISSION

1. Face to Face seeks to become a trustworthy 
Christian Media Ministry with a reputation 
for quality content, balanced theology and 
thought provoking articles and programmes.

2. Face to Face is committed to bringing a 
positive and practical Christian perspec-
tive on real everyday issues facing ordinary 

people. Its content is biblically based, 
relational, inspirational and informative.

3. Face to Face undertakes to engage indi-
viduals from a wide range of national and 
cultural backgrounds. It seeks to reflect 
perspectives across these cultural bounda-
ries fairly, accurately and respectfully.

4. Face to Face seeks to inspire readers 
to embrace the gospel and live a 
grace-centred life in Jesus Christ.

5. Face to Face seeks to cultivate a coop-
erative and constructive engagement 
with leaders and communities across a 
broad spectrum of Christian faiths.
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There is an advertisement I’ve 
seen a few times on TV or at 
the movies. It shows a man 

walking, climbing and crawling 
amongst thousands of books. All 
around are mountains of books. 

He takes one here and looks at it. Takes another 
one there and flips through it. The ad initially 
grabbed my attention because I love books. I don’t 
just enjoy reading books, I like touching them, flip-
ping though them 
and I even love 
the smell of them, 
especially those 
big old ones. I 
can’t walk past a 
bookstore without 
going into it and 
browsing through 
a few books, 
not to mention 
a book sale. It is 
amazing what 
you can learn 
from reading 
good books. 
Through books, I 
have travelled to 
distant lands and 
far away galaxies. 
I have met many interesting people, some kings and 
queens, others ordinary folk like you and me. I have 
learnt how things work and how to improve myself. 
I have even travelled through time. All from the 
comfort of my couch and at no major cost.

ONLY ONE BOOK?

This advertisement I was talking about earlier, 
the one with the man looking at all of those books, 

really got me thinking because while he is looking 
at the books he asks the question, “If you could 
give your child only one book to read, what would 
it be?” The obvious idea is which book would you 
give them to read that would influence their lives 
the most? Which book would best help them and 
prepare them for their journey through life? Quite 
an interesting thought, don’t you think? In fact, we 
can even bring it closer to home by asking, “If you 
had only one book to read, what would it be?” Now 
let’s be honest, there are millions of books that have 
been written over the known history of humankind 
covering every conceivable subject plus a few 

more. Where do 
you even begin 
in coming to a 
decision of which 
book to choose? 
I mean, no one 
person even 
knows all the 
books that have 
been written, let 
alone what they 
contain. There 
have been many 
b e s t - s e l l e r s , 
with a number 
of them selling 
over a million 
copies each. Just 
go into any book 
store and you 
will see a shelf 

displaying the top 10 best-sellers. Come back again 
in a month or two and the top 10 best-sellers would 
have changed. To make things even worse, today’s 
“best-seller” is tomorrow’s “bargain buy”. Try to 
think which book caused the most excitement and 
was a “must read” ten years ago? Try to remember 
which book it was last year?

May I make a suggestion? There is one book that 

THE GREATEST BOOK 
EVER WRITTEN

By Johannes Maree

If there is only one book you will 
ever read, which would it be?
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is unique and has set numerous records. It is known 
as the “Bible”. For a moment just consider all of 
these statistics concerning the Bible.

CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS

It was written over a time span of approximately 
1 500 years. It was written by more than 40 authors, 
from diverse walks of life. The authors include kings, 
prime ministers of governments, fishermen, a medical 
doctor, peasants, a tent-maker, poets, scholars, 
military generals and teachers. It was written during 
times of war and times of peace, on three different 
c o n t i n e n t s 
(Asia, Africa 
and Europe). It 
was written in 
three languages. 
Namely, Hebrew, 
Aramaic (the 
c o m m o n 
language of the 
Near East until 
the time of Alex-
ander the Great 
– 6 to 4BC) and 
in Greek (the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
language in the 
first century). It 
was written in 
different places. 
Moses in the 
wilderness, Jeremiah in a dungeon, Paul in prison, 
Daniel in a palace, Luke while travelling and John 
while in exile on the Isle of Patmos. 

The Bible  has now been 
the number one best-seller 
nearly every single year for 

more than 500 years

The authors wrote on hundreds of controversial 
subjects, yet with amazing harmony and continuity 
from beginning to end. Think about it for a minute 
- so many authors with different backgrounds, ideas 
and living in totally different eras separated by 
hundreds of years. Yet, agreeing when writing on 
the same controversial subjects and complimenting 
each other beautifully. There is one unfolding story 
that runs like a golden thread through the entire 
Bible: “God’s love for and redemption of human-
kind.” 

There are more amazing facts about this 
wonderful book. 

 It was one of the first major books to be translated 
(The Septuagint – Translation of the Old Testament 
from Hebrew into Greek, around 250BC). It was the 
first book to be printed using moveable print type 

– the Latin Vulgate on Gutenberg’s printing press 
(1452 - 1455). It was therefore also the first printed 
book to be mass produced. 

The Bible has been read by more people and 
published in more languages than any other book 
ever. By 1966, the entire Bible or parts thereof had 
been translated into 1 280 languages. By 2008, the 
number of translations had risen to approximately 4 
516 languages or dialects. Every day in the USA 168 
000 Bibles are bought, sold or given away as gifts. 
It has been the number one best-seller nearly every 
single year for more than 500 years, from the first 

printing by Guten-
berg until now. 

A FEW TIPS ON 
READING THE 
BIBLE

• There are 
many different 
translations, so try 
initially reading 
a good modern 
translation with 
easy language 
usage such as 
the NIV (New 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Version), RSV 
(Revised Standard 
Version), or NASV 
(New American 

Standard Version). However, when it comes to pure 
beauty and poetry of language, few can compare 
to the most popular Bible version, the old KJV (King 
James Version) translated in 1611. There is also a 
modern NKJV (New King James Version). 

• Be careful of paraphrase Bibles. There 
are many around and some are good for general 
reading, but stick to a proper translation once you 
start with serious Bible Study.

• Don’t simply start reading the Bible for the 
first time just from cover to cover. It isn’t written like 
a normal story book. Rather start by reading a bit 
in the New Testament gospels (Mathew, Mark, Luke 
and John and then onwards), and read a bit in the 
Old Testament (starting from Genesis). Also read 
books such as Psalms and Proverbs in between. 

Finally, a few more interesting facts about this 
fascinating book. It is one of the most, if not the 
most, valuable books ever printed. Gutenberg’s 
Latin Vulgate Bible sells for over US$100 000. The 
Russians sold an early hand-written copy of the Bible 
(The Codex Sinaiticus) to the English for US$510 
000. It was the first religious book taken into outer 
space and quoted in space by astronauts. “In the 
beginning God created the heavens and the earth” 
(Genesis 1:1).

If I had only one book to read, it would certainly 
be the Bible. F2F
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Sacrificial
 limb

The African Fever tree  
(Acacia Xanthophloea) is 
an amazing part of God’s 

creation. 
It gets its name from the fact that it often grows 

in swampy areas and regions associated with the 
Anopheles mosquito which is the carrier of Malaria 
fever. Early settlers to Southern Africa believed it 
was these trees that were giving them this fever, 
hence the name ‘Fever Tree’.

They stand tall and eerie with a bright, green-
yellow shade colouring their trunks and branches. 
Yet on each tree one branch stands out in contrast 
to the rest, withered, brown and dead.  

Fever trees are interesting in many ways. They 
have the amazing ability to photosynthesise through 
their bark, which most trees cannot do. But to me, 
that’s not the most interesting fact regarding these 
incredible trees: Where other 
trees may struggle to grow, 
even in slightly saline condi-
tions, the Fever tree thrives! 

This is due to an amazing 
adaptation known as the 
‘sacrificial limb’. What the 
tree does, is dump unde-
sirable nutrients and salts 
absorbed through the exten-
sive root system, into just 
one of its branches, which it 
sacrifices - the branch even-
tually withers, dies then falls 
off - preventing the rest of 
the tree from being poisoned 
and dying off completely. 
And some argue that all 
this just happened by some 
incredible chance…

TOXIC SIN

Sitting in the tropical heat of North Eastern Kwa-
Zulu Natal with my back up against that cool papery 
trunk of the Fever tree, with the hornbills calling 
above I started thinking about areas in my life that I 
try to hold onto, failing to surrender to Him; sin that 
poisons my being. Dark areas deep within, that if 
not removed would fester and kill spiritually. I real-
ised that unlike the fever tree, within myself I had no 
way of isolating this toxic sin. But if not got rid of, it 
grows, causing rot and decay, slowly destroying us 
and our relationship with Him.

At last I came to see my sin for what it really is:
“It wasn’t so long ago that you were mired in 

that old stagnant life of sin. You let the world, which 
doesn’t know the first thing about living, tell you how 

to live. You filled your lungs with polluted unbelief, 
and then exhaled disobedience. We all did it, all of 
us doing what we felt like doing, when we felt like 
doing it, all of us in the same boat. It’s a wonder 
God didn’t lose His temper and do away with the 
whole lot of us. Instead, immense in mercy and with 
an incredible love, He embraced us. He took our 
sin-dead lives and made us alive in Christ. He did 
all this on His own, with no help from us! Then He 
picked us up and set us down in highest heaven 
in company with Jesus, our Messiah.”  (Ephesians 
2:1-6 Message Bible.) 

 From the foundation of 
the earth God had known 
that every one of us would 

need rescuing from sin.

My thoughts wandered to grace and His atoning 
sacrifice. More than anything I 
want to have an intimate, unim-
peded relationship with Him, 
now, without the cumbersome 
burden of sin and the resulting 
guilt it brings. 

While these verses from 
Ephesians rattled around in my 
heart and head, it was as if a 
cloud had been suddenly blown 
in front of the sun, sending a 
chill through me as I came to 
the realisation that from the 
foundation of the earth God 
had known that every one of 
us would need rescuing from 
sin. He had known that Satan 
would offer poison to the world, 
and that we would partake of 
it. And He knew that without it 

somehow being removed, it would definitely destroy 
us. We live in Satan’s world which is even more toxic 
than the soil in which the Fever tree can grow. We 
are continually surrounded by and absorbing his 
perverted ways. But God loves us so intensely that 
no matter the cost, He just had to remove the effects 
of the venom of sin. 

But don’t despair. As with the Fever tree, God 
has mastered a survival strategy for us. He sent 
to us His very own ‘Sacrificial Limb’ (perhaps you 
would prefer to call Him your ‘Sacrificial Lamb’) to 
take onto Himself all of our sins, and to die for us, 
so that we may be cleansed from the penalty of sin 
forever, allowing us to embrace life eternal!

 “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world” (John 1:29-MKJV). What an Awesome 
and Loving God we serve! F2F

www.istockphoto.com

By Tim Maguire
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South Africa’s past is  
synonymous with apartheid. 
However, a new tag may soon 

overtake the apartheid tag – Xeno-
phobia, crudely defined as discrimi-
nation against foreigners. 

My wife travelled to another African country 
earlier this year (no, it was not Zimbabwe – not 
that I don’t like Zimbabwe. I love it, and was there 
for a week recently myself). Her host, who was 
driving her to the airport, was stopped by a traffic 
policeman. The policeman spoke to the driver in 
a local language she could not understand. The 
policeman asked the driver where he was going. 
He mentioned that he was taking his South African 
passenger to the airport for a flight home. On 
hearing that she was South African, he remarked: 

“Oh, she is South African? Let her come out so that 
I can show her what Xenophobia is.” (Of course he 
was joking. He immediately released them so that 
she did not miss her flight.)

“Are you xenophobic?” I often ask my friends 
and acquaintances. Of course, their responses are 
no different to when you ask somebody: “Are you 
racist?” The answer is often: “Me? No way! I like 
Zimbabweans/Mozambicans/Blacks/etc.” 

People have come up with all kinds of reasons 
why xenophobic attacks took place in South Africa 
recently. The most common reason given is that it 
is because of poor service delivery. Of course the 
government did not buy this explanation. They 

commissioned their own fact-finding team into 
the trouble spots to establish the causes of these 
attacks. Their conclusion was that this was a work of 
criminals and a “third force”, whatever that is. 

WHY HUMANS FIGHT EACH OTHER

As a South African, I had to engage with the issue 
as well. “Am I xenophobic?” I decided to unpack the 
whole concept, and not simply tell myself that I am 
not xenophobic. As usual, my starting point when 
it comes to the condition of our society and human 
behaviour in general, is to begin with the Christian 
Holy Bible. Although I am a psychology graduate, I 
have since found that psychology, sociology, anthro-
pology and other related social sciences have a big 
weakness in their theoretical make up.

The root cause of human 
conflict is resources/

opportunities.

My first quest was to understand why humans 
fight each other in the first place. I found out that 
James, a Jewish believer from the first century, gave 
an answer about the causes of fights and wars 
almost 2000 years ago:

“What is causing the quarrels and fights among 
you? Don’t they come from the evil desires at war 
within you? You want what you don’t have, so you 
scheme and kill to get it. You are jealous of what 
others have, but you can’t get it, so you fight and 

By Takalani Musekwa

Confessions of a 
Xenophobic

Pastor
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wage war to take it away from them. Yet you don’t 
have what you want because you don’t ask God for 
it.” (James 4:1-2 NLT). Of course this was inspired 
by the Triune God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach 
us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong 
in our lives.” (2 Timothy 3:16 NLT).

The root cause of human conflict is resources/
opportunities. Those who have lived in war-torn 
DRC, or in Angola during the 1980s, or in Sudan, 
Palestine, Iraq or any other conflict-ridden country, 
will tell you that their oil, diamonds or gold has 
turned out to be a curse instead of a blessing. As 
you can see, those who said xenophobia was due 
to poor service delivery were partly correct. People 
were fighting over limited houses and jobs. The 
government was not completely wrong either. As 
it turned out, in most of these xenophobic attacks, 
people looted the shacks of foreigners for their 
possessions, and even their small shops.

BUT OUR OWN KIND?

One social networker on Twitter lamented the 
problem: “…the brutality of one African on another 
baffles me. Colonialists and slave traders I can 
understand. But our own kind?”

Once again, I find that the Christian Holy Scrip-
tures are the best place to start. In the Genesis crea-
tion account, we read that God created creatures 
according to their various kinds. However, there was 
another creature he created according to its own 
kind. This creature was called human. Human is 
translated from the Hebrew word Adam, the name 
of the first human. Of all the creatures, God created 
humans of one kind. He only created a male, and 
created the female out of the male. Therefore, there 
is no difference between male and female humans, 
except their genitalia. God even said the male and 
female humans would marry and become one, 
because they were originally of one kind (but this is 
a topic for another day).

When we don’t see ourselves as humans, of one 
kind, we start inventing our own identities. When 
we see foreigners as of another kind, and not our 
own kind, we start discriminating against them, 
because they are not one of us. For example, I used 
to see myself as a Muvenda, but I don’t see myself 
that way anymore (if you are Muvenda, please read 
to the end before you stone me).

NEW IDENTITIES

Humans are social creatures. They don’t like 
getting lost in the sea of other billions of humans. 
Therefore, they create new identities. Several 
hundred years ago, some humans developed a 
slang (slang is jargon/words used by a particular 
group of humans to understand each other). This 
slang is now called Tshivenda language. Those 
who spoke and understood this slang started 
calling themselves Vhavenda. All other language 
groups came about this way since the time of Babel 

(Genesis 11).

You see, Tshivenda and Vhavenda did not exist 
a thousand years ago. Neither did the Afrikaners, 
the Zulus, the Basothos, and many other nation-
alities. It is the same with cultures. They are social 
inventions by humans, driven by location, time and 
circumstance.

SO, WHERE ARE YOU FROM?

When humans identify themselves by their 
language, culture or their GPS location on the earth, 
they misrepresent their own identity. 

When we see foreigners as of 
another kind, and not our own 

kind, we start discriminating  
against them 

Three years ago, I met one of Africa’s greatest 
minds in Oxford, England. His name is Eddie Obeng. 
By original location of his parents, he is from Ghana. 
As we were having tea, somebody asked him a 
question: “So, Eddie, where are you from?”

Eddie responded in a way that stayed with me 
since then. He said: “Do you mean where am I from 
this morning, last week, last year, ten years ago, 
thirty years ago, a hundred years ago, a thousand 
years ago, or six thousand years ago?”  Of course 
Eddie knew what the person who asked the ques-
tion meant. He was just making a point. If he said 
he was from London, he did not know what we 
thought of Londoners. If he said he was from Africa, 
or Ghana, or Kumasi, or that he is Ashanti, he did 
not know what our attitudes are to those identities. 
We would put him in a box, and he did not like that.

If I call myself a Muvenda, I define my origins 
as being less than a thousand years old. If I define 
myself as a South African, my origins are less 
than five hundred years old. If I define myself as a 
Guatenger (somebody from the Gauteng province 
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of South Africa), I define my origins as less than ten 
years old. As you can see, my identity is what I see 
my origins to be.

As a converted xenophobic pastor, I had to rede-
fine my origins. Now I see myself as a human, a 
descendant of Adam, the first human. I am not a 
Muvenda, but you may call me that if calling me 
human leaves you feeling short-changed. 

YOU ARE ALL ONE IN JESUS CHRIST

When God started the Christian church two 
thousand years ago (church is simply a group of 
Christian believers), he started by breaking down 
the main human symbol of identity in human society, 
namely, language, because he wanted the church to 
be comprised of humans, and not Jews, not Greeks, 
not Romans, not males, not females, nor rich, nor 
the poor from the other side of the tracks. This is 
what happened on the Day of Pentecost, the day 
the church started in its current form. 

“And everyone present 
was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began speaking 
in other languages, as the 
Holy Spirit gave them this 
ability… When they heard 
the loud noise, everyone 
came running, and they 
were bewildered to hear 
their own languages being 
spoken by the believers. 
They were completely 
amazed. “How can this 
be?” they exclaimed. 

“These people are all from 
Galilee and yet we hear 
them speaking in our 
own native languages!  
Here we are—Parthians, 
Medes, Elamites, people 
from Mesopotamia, Judea, 
Cappadocia, Pontus, the 
province of Asia,  Phrygia, 
Pamphylia, Egypt, and 
the areas of Libya around 
Cyrene, visitors from Rome  (both Jews and converts 
to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we all hear 
these people speaking in our own languages about 
the wonderful things God has done!”(Acts 2: 4-11 
NLT)

Paul, having gotten the point of what the church 
was, changed his view of believers and people in 
general. He made this point repeatedly in his writ-
ings:

“For you are all children of God through faith 
in Christ Jesus...There is no longer Jew or Gentile, 
slave or free, male and female. For you are all one 
in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:26-28 NLT), see also 
Romans 3:9; 3:30; 10:12; 1 Corinthians. 10:32; 
12:13; Colossians 3:11). 

Jesus became a human, and died for humans, 

so that humans could become humans again, as 
God created them to be. He removed the wall that 
divided people, namely language, culture, location, 
gender and social status. “ For Christ himself has 
brought peace to us. He united Jews and Gentiles 
into one people when, in his own body on the cross, 
he broke down the wall of hostility that separated 
us.” (Ephesians. 2:14 NLT)

So, are you xenophobic? It is a matter of how 
you see or define yourself, or what your assumed 
identity is. If you are anything other than human, 
you will be surprised at what humans may become 
when an opportunity arises. Ask the Rwandans. Ask 
the South Africans. Ask the Germans, the British or 
the Americans. Ask the Zimbabweans. 

The real danger with xenophobia is not just that 
a lot of helpless foreigners are targeted. It is in that 
identities are figments of our imaginations. If the 
foreigners who are not our “own kind” are gone, 
we will fight amongst the amaZulu and BaSotho 

and amaXhosa as 
we did in the past, 
because they are 
not our “own kind.” 
If the BaSotho are 
not around, we will 
find new identities 
to fight around, 
including our 
village or suburb, 
even our surnames. 
Even if everybody 
else is gone and 
it is just me and 
my brother, I will 
turn on my brother. 
Why? Because, as 
James said, these 
fights come from 
evil desires within 
us. We want what 
we don’t have, and 
we will kill or maim 
to get it. Whether it 
is a Mozambican, a 

South African, a Mosotho, a neighbour, or even my 
brother, I will kill and hurt if my lust and greed is not 
under control.

Thank God he has saved me from the foolishness 
of my old identity. Our South African Constitution 
Fathers, had the foresight to state in the preamble: 

“We, the people of South Africa, Believe that South 
Africa belongs to all who live in it, united in our diver-
sity.” 

You have heard my confession. Are you xeno-
phobic? F2F
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There is a certain state of 
mind which many people in 
this world struggle with and 

suffer from. 
Let’s imagine that this is a person who has 

wormed her way into many aspects of your life. She 
is quite cunning and manipulative and thrives on 
secrecy – but we are going to shed some light on 
her - and hopefully get rid of her - because God 
promised that the truth shall set us free (John 8:31-
32).

Her name is Miss Not Good Enough. How does 
she operate? She has quite a few tricks up her 
sleeve. She constantly reminds you of past negative 
experiences.

Maybe you were always chosen last for the team 
games in PT class at school or never invited to the 
cool parties. Perhaps, in spite of your best efforts, 
you did not get good enough marks to go to Univer-
sity. She might convince you that you are divorced 
because you were not a good enough spouse. And 
if you were neglected, abandoned or abused as a 
child, she made you believe for all these years it was 
because you were not good enough to be loved.

SHE MASTERFULLY USES COMPARISONS

Your kids are not as well behaved as your 
friend’s. Your figure just does not look like Amore 
Vitone’s after two babies, so how can your husband 
still possibly think you are cute with all those extra 
dimples? And when you are reading a magazine, 
she bombards you with comments on what you 
should wear or own to be acceptable. Even the 
ministry you are involved in is not as successful as 
someone else’s.

She is also very good at rewriting messages in 
your head in a split second. For example, your boss 
says he would like you to make a couple of changes 
to a report before he hands it in. What you hear, is 
that it is the worst report he has ever seen.

SHE USES NEGATIVE SELF TALK

You look at last night’s dirty dishes and say “I 
am not a good housewife.” You see your friend in a 

pretty dress and say, “I am too fat.” Or you see an 
ad for your dream job and say, “I don’t have what it 
takes. I shouldn’t even bother to try.”

Self esteem is what we believe 
about ourselves regarding 

our worth and abilities.

This, Good-enough-or-not business is called 
self esteem. Self esteem is what we believe about 
ourselves regarding our worth and abilities. These 
beliefs are stored in the subconscious mind and 
have great impact on our actions, attitudes and the 
choices we make in life. The subconscious cannot 
distinguish between fact and fiction and does not 
have a sense of humour. For example, if you believe 
that you cannot make fluffy puff pastry because your 
mom once told you your hand was too heavy when 
you tried to help – and she had a bad day – then 
you will not be able to do it properly or might never 
even try. If you believe you are not pretty you will 
not think it is cute when your husband lovingly calls 
you his piglet.

THE EFFECTS SHE HAS ON US

She steals our joy, because we become so afraid 
we will make a mistake that we will not enjoy 
anything we are doing. She steals our confidence. 
Perhaps we would like to get involved in a ministry 
of some kind, but she makes us believe we don’t 
have what it takes. She interferes in our relation-
ships. When we feel bad about ourselves, we tend 
to be grumpy. We misinterpret what others say, are 
overly critical towards others and tend to engage in 
gossip. She even hinders our relationship with God, 
because she makes us believe that we have to be 
good enough before we can be loved by him.

It is stated that the subconscious contributes 90% 
and the conscious mind 10% to the decisions we 
make. That is why it is so hard to understand why 
a child who was abused often marries an abuser 
and stays in that relationship despite the abuse. 
However, they mostly know it is not right and that 
there are other people who are happily married, 
and they have good points and talents, but in the 

MISS 
NOT
GOOD
ENOUGH 
By Chrisna Labuschagne

ESPECIALLY 
FOR THE LADIES
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subconscious they believe that they are worthless 
and will never make it on their own.

So how do we put a stop to the influence of Miss 
Not Good Enough in our lives?

1. Bring her out of the dark corner of the 
subconscious by recognizing her presence in your 
life. Talk to others, even a therapist if necessary.

2. Allow healing in your life by forgiving those 
who played a role in the forming of these false 
beliefs. Forgiveness is a topic on its own, but it is not 
saying that things are ok or not so bad – it is letting 
go of the need for revenge. This 
is not something you can do in 
your own strength but through 
the grace and power of the 
Spirit of God.

WHAT DOES GOD SAY?

Paul writes in Romans 12:3: 
“For by the grace given me I 
say to every one of you: Do not 
think of yourself more highly 
than you ought, but rather 
think of yourself with sober 
judgment, in accordance with 
the measure of faith God has 
given you.” A poor – or inac-
curate self image robs us of the energy and power 
of attention to relate to others because we become 
absorbed with our own inadequacies.

To change a poor self esteem to a healthy one, 
there are a few things we can do to delete the lies 
and rewrite the beliefs in the subconscious:

1. Make time to be alone and think about 
 your dreams, hopes and plans

2. Have a conversation with yourself about  
 your feelings. Allow yourself to have   
 feelings without judgment. Maybe   
 keep a diary.

3. Celebrate achievements. Do things you 
 enjoy and encourage yourself.  Be kind to 
 yourself. Don’t compare yourself with   
 others.

4. Get procrastination under control. Take  
 control of your life through planning

5. Set small goals that are realistic and 

 achievable for each day and write them  
 down

Stop listening to Miss Not Good Enough and start 
listening to God 

God wants us to understand what we are worth 
in His eyes and not the eyes of the world. “For God 
did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of 
power, of love and of self discipline.” (2 Timothy 1:7)

We are all wonderfully made in his image and 
regarded as good enough to be God’s representa-
tives on earth, regardless of perceived inadequacies 

like intelligence, person-
ality , education and status. 
God’s love and saving 
grace is a gift to us, not 
something we have to be 
good enough to earn. “But 
God demonstrates His own 
love for us in this: while we 
were still sinners, Christ 
died for us” (Romans 5:8).

God’s word teaches 
us that each of us has 
different gifts and each 
was made to function as 
a different part of his body 
(Romans 12: 4-6). One is 

not regarded as more important than the other. We 
should therefore not compare ourselves to others, 
but strive to serve God according to the purpose for 
which he created us. 

God does not expect us to do things in our 
own power. Philippians 4:13 illustrates the kind of 
self talk God wants us to use: “I can do all things 
through Christ who gives me strength.”

In human nature we tend to look to other people’s 
opinions, praise or criticism as determining factors 
in how we think or feel about ourselves. This way 
we become slaves to the opinions of others and are 
not free to be ourselves and what God has intended 
us to be.

As Christians we need to derive our sense of 
self worth from our union and our co-identification 
with Christ, his gifts and provision in our lives and 
knowing that he has a will and a purpose for each 
believer. F2F
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Gordon Green

Two popular old gospel songs 
contain the words; “There’s 
a mansion now empty, just 

waiting for me” and “I’ve got a 
mansion just over the hilltop.”  
These lyrics are based on the words 
of Jesus: 

“In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it 
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you” (John 12:2, NKJV).  

This verse is also a funeral favourite as it is 
believed to be a promise that Jesus is preparing 
a reward for God’s people in heaven only after 
death.  But is this what Jesus meant?  One mistake 
we can make is to attempt to apply directly to our 
lives every word Jesus said, without considering his 
audience and purpose.  

THIS CAN’T BE THE MESSIAH

On the night before his death, Jesus and his disci-
ples were together in what was traditionally known 
as the upper room.  The disciples were shocked at 
what they saw and heard. Jesus washed their feet, 
announced there was a traitor among them and 
declared that Peter was going to deny him – not 

once but three times.  

Can you imagine their response?  “This can’t be 
the Messiah.  He’s talking about suffering, betrayal 
and death.  We thought he was going to install a 
new kingdom and we would rule with him!”  Confu-
sion.  Despair.  Fear.  Emotions we are very familiar 
with.  Shattered expectations.  Into all of this Jesus 
speaks.  “Don’t worry. Trust me.”  He wanted to 
strengthen them against complete collapse in the 
looming tragedy.  He continued, “In my Father’s 
house are many mansions.”

“This can’t be the Messiah.  
He’s talking about suffering, 

betrayal and death.”

What would the disciples have understood when 
they heard these words? 

The expression “Father’s house” as used in the 
gospels always refers to the temple in Jerusalem 
(Luke 2:49, John 2:16). The temple had replaced 
the tabernacle which was the portable tent used by 
the Israelites to worship God. Within the tabernacle 
and separated by a thick curtain was a room called 
the Holy of Holies. This was God’s dwelling place 
(“tabernacle” means “residence” or “dwelling place” 

Are You Waiting for Your 
Mansion in the Sky?   
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in Hebrew) in the midst of his people. Only once a 
year and only the high priest was allowed to enter 
this room and come into the very presence of God.  

Furthermore, the word “mansion” or “room” 
means a place where one lives and was “regularly 
used in ancient Greek not for a final resting place 
but for a temporary halt on a journey that will take 
you somewhere else in the long run.”1 This was 
something different from being in heaven with 
God after death, as heaven is often seen as a final 
resting place.  

Then Jesus said he was going to prepare a place 
for his disciples. Where was he going? He wasn’t 
going to heaven to build mansions but he was going 
from the upper room to the cross. In his death and 
resurrection he would prepare a place for them in 
his Father’s house (John 14:2). It was as if Jesus 
was saying; “Everything is under control.  What is 
going to happen looks terrifying but it is all part of 
the plan.” Then he promised, “I will come again.” In 
the context this doesn’t seem to be a reference to 
his second coming (although we look forward to his 
glorious coming) but we do know that Jesus went 
to the cross, rose from the dead and returned three 
days later.  He also came again in the coming of the 
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost.     

“I will come back” Jesus said, “and take you to 
be with me that you also may be where I am” (John 
14:3, TNIV).  Let’s focus 
for a moment on the 
word “with” used here. 
It is the same word 
used in John 1:1 where 
we learn that the Son 
(the Word) was with 
God. “The word ‘with’ 
is taken from the word 
pros.  By using this word 
to describe the relation-
ship between the Father 
and the Son, the Holy 
Spirit is telling us that 
theirs is an intimate 
relationship. One trans-
lator has translated the 
verse, ‘In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was face to face with 
God….”2  Sadly, many people picture God as a 
solitary figure somewhere in the sky, detached and 
remote, watching us from a distance.  But this seem-
ingly insignificant word “with” reveals something 
completely different about the nature of God.  This 
is about sharing and intimacy.  This is about a face 
to face relationship. This is profound and deep! But 
what does this have to do with you and me today?  
Before I answer that let’s return briefly to the temple. 
 

A NEW WAY OPENED UP

When Jesus died, the curtain in the temple 
was torn in half.  This symbolised a new way had 
been opened into the presence of God. The temple 
wasn’t his home anymore. A totally new relation-
ship with God was now available, and it is available 
to everyone!  The Message Bible translates verse 2; 

“There’s plenty of room for you in my Father’s home.” 
In the Holy of Holies there was only room for one 
person, but now a radical change had taken place.  
God has actually made room for everyone in himself 
– in his house! This has been made possible because 
the Son became flesh, rescued us from the death 
and destruction of sin, returned to the Father and 
took all humanity with him (John 12:32) - into the 
very presence of God!  On that same evening Jesus 
said; “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. 
My Father will love them, and we will come to them 
and make our home with them” (John 14:23, TNIV).  
The word “home” in this verse is the same as the 
word “mansions” in verse one.  Do you see what 
this means?

The astonishing, unique, inti-
mate relationship that Jesus 
himself had enjoyed with the 

Father is now 
open to us!

What thoughts come 
to mind when you think 
of a good home?  How 
about; peace, rest, joy, 
protection, instruction, 
forgiveness, provision, 
unconditional love, 
acceptance and hope, 
to name a few?  Not 
only did Jesus come to 
give himself to us, he 
also came to share all 
these things with us 

so that we can experience the life he lives with his 
Father in the fellowship of the Spirit. The astonishing, 
unique, intimate relationship that Jesus himself had 
enjoyed with the Father is now open to us! “You 
can live where I live” Jesus says (verse 3 MSG). And 
where does Jesus “live”? “At the very heart of the 
Father” (John 1:18) or as some translations have 
it: “in the bosom of the Father.” One scholar writes; 

“To be in or on the bosom of someone means to 
be in his embrace, to be cherished by him as the 
object of intimate care and dearest affection,or 
as we say in English, to be a bosom friend.”3  

(continues on pg 14)  
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  That is where Jesus is.  And where are we, now?  
Seated with Jesus in the heavenly realms (Ephesians 
2:6)!  

DON’T WORRY. TRUST ME

Are you experiencing difficult, discouraging and 
depressing circumstances?  Jesus’ words of comfort 
are for you.  Just as Jesus wanted to strengthen, 
encourage and assure his disciples then, he is 
saying the same to you now:  “Don’t worry. Trust 
me.”  Don’t let your worries weigh you down but 
focus on Jesus and contemplate what he says - and 
doesn’t say.  He doesn’t say you must be brave and 
everything will work out.  He doesn’t give you four 
steps to happiness and prosperity. He doesn’t say 
he is building a mansion in heaven for you which 
you will only inherit when you die, so it’s worth 
all the suffering.  But he does say that he went to 
the cross to take all our sins on his shoulders, and 
nailed them to the cross along with himself so that 
everything that separates us from God and life in 
his house can be put to an end.  But that’s not all. 

You have been drawn in love into the very Trini-
tarian life of God to participate in the intimate, face 

to face fellowship of the Father, Son and Spirit – in 
God’s very life. He wants to share himself, and all 
he is and has with you now.  God is saying to you, “I 
created you for life in my house!”

PRAYER

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son, and brought us home.  
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.  
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen.4 F2F

1 NT Wright, Surprised By Hope; p150
2 Rick Renner, Dressed to Kill; p445
3 Edward Robinson, A Greek and English Lexicon of the NT; p452 
4 A post-communion prayer from the eucharistic liturgy of the Scottish 
Episcopal Church as quoted in Invitation to Theology by Michael 
Jinkins; p137. 

WHAT GRACE TEACHES

The greatest difference between the Christian faith 
and all the other religions of the world can be summed 
up in a single word: grace. Christ died for us while we 
were still sinners, the apostle Paul tells us in Romans 
5:8.  God did not wait for us to become good or right-
eous before he acted to save us from our sins. God 
loves us, and his forgiveness, his grace, comes before 
our ever believing the gospel. 

Our faith is in something that was already true 
before we even knew about it – before we ever believed.

 That’s what grace is: forgiveness that is undeserved, 
unearned. 

When I was a boy, I learned a lesson about grace 
that I’ve never forgotten. I was about 11-years-old, 
and I was playing with a baseball behind our house 
in Chicago. One thing led to another, and before long 
the baseball found its way through one of our windows. 

 Now my dad was the kind of old country discipli-
narian who believed firmly in the proverb, “spare the 
rod and spoil the child.” I’m sure I was pale with fear 
when he called me into the house to face the conse-
quences of my carelessness.

But then something amazing happened. When I 
walked in and looked up at him, towering over me as 
he did at that time, I saw something different in his 
face. He didn’t look furious – as I fully expected him 
to look. Instead, he looked deep in thought, like he 
was studying me. After what seemed like forever, he 
finally said, “You deserve a spanking, but I’m going to 
give you grace instead. You know what that means? It 
means don’t be so careless next time.”

I like to 
call that “the 
spanking I 
didn’t get.” I 
remember it 
more clearly, 
and it had a 
greater impact 
on me than any 
p u n i s h m e n t 
I ever got. It 
not only taught 
me to be more 
careful where I 
threw balls around, it taught me the joy of extending 
grace to others. 

And in time it also made it plain to me what the 
apostle Paul meant when he wrote in Titus 2:11-14, “For 
the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to 
all men. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and 
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright 
and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for 
the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great 
God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for 
us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for 
himself a people that are his very own, eager to do 
what is good.” 

No, God didn’t wait for us to become righteous 
before he acted in love, mercy and grace to save us. 

Experience is indeed a great teacher, but grace is 
an even better one. F2F

By Joseph Tkach
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God, grant me the serenity to 
accept the things I cannot 
change, the courage to 

change the things I can, and the 
wisdom to know the difference.

You’ve probably seen this short prayer displayed 
on a wall, on a desk or on a plaque in a gift shop. 
Every member of Alcoholics Anonymous knows it by 
heart. It’s a great prayer, one that speaks to every 
human heart.

Maybe that’s because one of our greatest plagues 
is that of anxiety, that old fiend that manifests itself 
in fear, worry, frustration, dread and the like. We 
fear that we might be victimized by some disastrous 
turn of events. We worry that things might turn out 
badly for us. We feel our frustration levels rise when 
the world and the people in it do not conform to our 
expectations. We dread the possible outcomes of a 
future that has shown itself unreliable in its treat-
ment of us. 

RESTING IN JESUS

But we Christians believe that God makes a 
difference in our world of vulnerability. The Serenity 
Prayer above draws our attention to the fact that 
there are many things we cannot change. Bad 
things do happen to good people. We can spend 
our time blaming ourselves, or others, or we can 
learn to trust our lives, with all the tragedies and all 
the triumphs, to Jesus who loves us. 

He is our intercessor even when 
we are so hurt we wish God 

would get out of our lives

It’s not that Jesus keeps bad things from 
happening. 

Sometimes I think he does—maybe even often-
times. But there are plenty of times that he doesn’t. 
It’s when the bad things happen that we share in 
the sufferings that Jesus suffered for us. And just as 
Jesus trusted himself to God in the miscarriage of 
justice that resulted in his execution, so he stands 
with us, trusting God for us in the course of our 
tragedies, injustices and disasters. 

Jesus trusts God for us even when we are 

paralyzed with doubt. He’s our Intercessor even 
when we are so hurt that we wish God would take 
his intercession and get out of our lives. 

He’s our Intercessor even when we put the 
blame on God for what we know he could have 
stopped from happening, but didn’t. And he’s our 
Intercessor, full of faith on our behalf, even when 
we are so scared and worried that we’ve hardly 
thought of God in weeks or months.

TAKING THE WORLD AS IT IS

The serenity prayer is actually part of a longer 
prayer penned by the American theologian  
Reinhold Niebuhr. It goes like this: 

GOD, grant me the serenity to accept the things 
I cannot change, courage to change the things I 
can, and the wisdom to know the difference. Living 
one day at a time; enjoying one moment at a time; 
accepting hardship as the pathway to peace. Taking, 
as he did, this sinful world as it is, not as I would 
have it. Trusting that he will make all things right if I 
surrender to his will; that I may be reasonably happy 
in this life, and supremely happy with him forever in 
the next. Amen.

—Reinhold Niebuhr, 1926

The idea of taking this sinful world as it is, rather 
than how I would have it, is not what I learned as a 
boy. I learned, like most little boys and girls, to be 
good and hope for the best, and then feel betrayed, 
crushed and either angry or depressed if something 
worse happened—worse meaning anything I did 
not want.

But the world is not designed to bend to our 
hopes and desires. Good things happen, but so 
do bad things. They happened to Jesus, and they 
happen to us. 

Bad things happened to Paul, too, so bad that he 
tells us he “despaired of life” (2 Corinthians 1:8-10). 
But he passed on to us what he learned: When 
bad things happen, it helps us learn not to rely on 
ourselves but on God who raises the dead—the 
God who raised Jesus, our Intercessor. 

The gospel is good news. It does not call us into 
account, but into rest. 

The gospel is not about the snowstorm of things 
we either should have done or should not have 
done. It is about trusting God, about throwing all 
our cares on the one who loves us, about resting in 
Jesus Christ. In Jesus, we can indeed accept what 
we cannot change, find the courage to change what 
we can, and the wisdom to know the difference. F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey

By Michael Feazell

When Life 
Sucks 

www.istockphoto.com

V o l u m e  3  N o  1  | F a c e  t o  F a c e  M a g a z i n e 1 5



By Shaun de Greeff

Some time ago I was at a braai 
and got into a conversation 
with a friend of mine who 

grew up in a household completely 
devoid of any religious instruction. 

Our conversation revolved around religion and 
she was curious as to what Christians believed. 

During the discussion the question was posed, 
“what is Christianity about?” My mind raced ahead 
trying to come up with a simple yet effective answer 
to the question, bearing in mind that any symbolism 
might very well be lost on her. How was I supposed 
to convey a subject that in my mind was so big, into 
a bite sized summary of Christianity?

Taking a big sip of my brandy and coke, it 
occurred to me that the beginning might be a good 
place to start, so I replied:

“We believe that there is an all powerful God who 
created the earth, the universe and human beings. 
He gave us the free will to make our own decisions 
and the first man and woman, Adam and Eve, chose 
to rebel against God.  The moment they did that, sin 
entered the world and God, who is perfect, cannot 
abide with sin. 

“His penalty for sin is death, but in his love and 
wisdom, he sent Jesus Christ to die for our sins so 
that we would be forgiven and even gave us the 
opportunity to have eternal life with him. The only 
thing required to take hold of this eternal life, that 
is already ours, is faith in Christ.” 

As I finished my sentence I was imagining the 
sound track of Star Wars playing in the background 
and I must have mused to myself: “that did not sound 
half bad.” In truth I was hoping her reply would be: “ 
Wow that is so great…and are you trying to tell me 
that this awesome God loves me and that he wants 
to know me?” But instead I got, “Are you saying that 
of all religions in the world Christianity is the only 
one that is correct? Is that not a very arrogant state-
ment to make?”

Taken aback, I was busy formulating my next 

sentence when someone else who was listening 
in on the conversation piped up and said: “Isn’t 
religion like buying a car… you get Toyotas, VW’s, 
BMW’s etc. Each one has it’s own specifications, but 
at the end of the day their function is all the same. 
Isn’t the function of all religions to bring us closer 
to God and to help us become better people, good 
people even, and does it really matter then which 
god or faith you believe in, because they all are 
equally valid, just like all these cars fulfill the same 
function?”

WHAT IS RELIGION?

I suppose that to answer the question, we have 
to first establish what a religion is. Wikipedia.org 1 

defines religion broadly in two ways:
• Religious belief usually relates to the exist-

ence, nature and worship of a deity or deities and 
divine involvement in the universe and human life. 
Alternately, it may also relate to values and practices 
transmitted by a spiritual leader. In some religions, 
like the Abrahamic religions, it is held that most of 
the core beliefs have been divinely revealed.

• Religious belief can also involve causes, 
principles or activities believed in with zeal or 
conscientious devotion concerning points or matters 
of ethics or conscience, not necessarily limited to 
organized religions.

From these definitions it therefore sounds as if 
religion is based upon the worship of god or gods 
and that the aim of religion is to give us clear moral 
and ethical guidelines to live by. By following these 
guidelines, rules and regulations we will ultimately 
become good people. It therefore follows that any 
religion that offers the above would be a good reli-
gion…but is that the aim of Christianity, and don’t 
Christians claim to be the only ones with the answer?

IS CHRISTIANITY THE ONLY  
EXCLUSIVE RELIGION? 

At the World Parliament of Religions 1893, Swami 
Vivekendana a Hindu cleric made the following 
statement: “We [Hindus] accept all religions to be 
true. The real sin is to call someone else a sinner.”
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SHOPPING  FOR  CARS
Is choosing a religion like  shopping for a car?
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Another famous religious figure Rabbi Schmuley 
Boteach said: “I am absolutely against any religion 
that says that one faith is superior to another. I don’t 
see how that is anything different than spiritual 
racism. It’s a way of saying that we are closer to 
God than you, and that’s what leads to hatred.”

Are they right… are Christians smug self-serving 
Puritans who believe they have the only answer to 
eternal life?

In Lee Strobel’s book The Case for Faith 2, he 
deals with the issue in an interview with Ravi Zacha-
rias, an Indian Christian who has made it his life’s 
work to defend Christianity. Ravi addresses the 
issue by explaining that every religion on the planet 
claims some sort of exclusivity. Atheists, Moslems, 
Jews, Buddhists and even Hindus have some aspect 
of their religion that they claim to be exclusive. 
The atheists don’t play nice with anyone, because 
they don’t believe in God at all. So the atheists 
exclude everyone who believes in God. Muslims 
exclude those who do not believe in the Koran. For 
the Hindus, belief in re-incarnation and the Veda 
Scripts are essential, and even those who practice 
Baha’ism, and who claim to include every religion, 
exclude the exclusive religions like Christianity…
thereby being exclusive themselves.  

WHAT MAKES CHRISTIANS SO SPECIAL?

The answer is nothing. As religious followers go, 
we have our faults and the truth is that people have 
done terrible things in the name of Christianity, but 
the aim of Christianity is not to have people conform 
to a set of standards so that they can receive a merit 
badge at the end of their lives. Christ is the point…
nothing else. You see without Christ no matter how 
good you are, you still face a death penalty. In 
Romans 3:23 we read: “for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God,” and in Romams 6:23 we 
read, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

No matter how good we think we are we will 
never be able to be free from sin on our own. Even 
the best, noblest Buddhist who lives the perfect life, 
still sins, and without Christ he cannot be saved 
from judgment day.

Jesus was adamant that he was the only way. In 
John 10:9 we read: “I am the gate; whoever enters 
through me will be saved. He will come in and go 
out, and find pasture.”  And in John 14:6, “Jesus 
answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.”

Theologion R.C Sproul summed it up nicely 
when he said: “Moses could meditate on the law, 
Muhammad could brandish a sword; Buddah could 
give personal counsel; Confucius could offer wise 
sayings; but none of these men was qualified to 
offer atonement for the sins of the world…Christ 
alone is worthy of unlimited devotion and service.”

SO ARE YOU TAKING THE VW POLO OR 
THE AUDI A4?

So coming back to where we started…if religion 
is like shopping for a car, which one should you 
take?

Buy the one that works. All the others won’t get 
you where you need to go…they can’t offer you 
direct access to God through his Son and none of 
them has paid the price for your sins. When all is 
said and done Christ alone will get you where you 
need to go. All the other models just won’t work. F2F

1. www.wikipedia .org
2. The Case for Christ, Zondervan Publishers, ISBN  0-310-23469-7, Page 145

WEALTH AND POWER

Most humans are impressed by wealth and power. 
The most popular people in the world, the ones people 
want to know about and emulate, are the rich and 
famous, not the simple and ordinary. 

But when God himself came to earth as one of us, he 
didn’t come with grand pomp and glorious ceremony 
like the Roman emperors or the Persian kings. He 
arrived in simplicity, in the humblest of surroundings. 

Jesus Christ could have arrived amid spectacular 
displays of heavenly signs, maybe skies filled with 
lightning or breathtaking meteor showers. His birth 
could have been accompanied by a worldwide angelic 
musical crescendo, or marked by magnificent parades 
of exotic creatures, by sumptuous banquets, and 
glorious fanfare unlike anything humanity had ever 
witnessed.

 But he didn’t. Instead, he came into the world in 
the ordinary way with ordinary parents doing the best 
they could to provide a dry shelter and decent food. 

Yes, there was an angelic choir, but it appeared only 
to a single group of average shepherds in one field. Yes, 
there were foreign dignitaries bringing gifts, but they 
had to be given special directions to even find the baby 
and his parents, and then sneak in and out, without 
telling anybody they’d been there.

 In Jesus, God came to help us, to suffer for us, not 
to lord it over us in grand style. 1 Peter 2:21-25 tells us: 

“To this you were 
called, because 
Christ suffered for 
you, leaving you an 
example, that you 
should follow in his 
steps. ‘He committed 
no sin, and no deceit 
was found in his 
mouth.’ When they 
hurled their insults at 
him, he did not retal-
iate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he 
entrusted himself to him who judges justly. He himself 
bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might 
die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds 
you have been healed. For you were like sheep going 
astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and 
Overseer of your souls.”

In Jesus, God has not given us fanfare, fame and 
fortune, but instead, he has given us true life, life 
rooted in knowing God for who he really is – as the 
One who not only made us, but redeems and renews 
our lives and never stops loving us. 

In Jesus, we experience what really matters in 
life – not an endless struggle for the power and pres-
tige that the world values so much, but true love,  
joy and peace.  F2F

By Joseph Tkach
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By Dawid Labuschagne

One day while walking along 
the seashore, a man by 
the name of Justin Martyr 

chanced to meet an elderly Chris-
tian man. This man started talking 
to him about Jesus Christ being 
the fulfilment of the Old Testament 
prophecies regarding the Messiah.

 He was overwhelmed and wrote that, 
“straightway a flame was kindled in my soul, and a 
love of the prophets and those who are friends of 
Christ possessed me.”

Justin Martyr was born around 100AD of a 
wealthy pagan Greek 
family in Flavia Neapolis 
in Palestine. He studied 
at various secular philo-
sophical schools and 
became a renowned 
rhetorician – or debater.

He joined himself to 
several philosophical 
schools in his search for 
answers to the big ques-
tions of life. While at 
Ephesus, he was greatly 
impressed by the stead-
fastness of the Chris-
tians who were severely 
persecuted for their faith.

Justin Martyr became 
convinced by the 
evidence of Scripture and converted to Christianity. 
He continued to wear the cloak that was the char-
acteristic uniform of the teacher of philosophy. His 
position was that pagan philosophy, especially Plato-
nism, is a partial grasp of the truth, and “serves as a 
schoolmaster to bring us to Christ.” He engaged in 
debates and disputations with non-Christians of all 
varieties  - pagans, Jews and heretics. He opened 
a School of Christian Philosophy and accepted 
students, first at Ephesus and later in Rome.

In 165 AD he was arrested by the Romans on the 
charge of practising an unauthorised religion. He 
was tried before the Roman prefect Rusticius, but 

refused to renounce Christianity. He was beaten 
up and sentenced to death by beheading. Six of his 
students, including a woman, shared the same fate.

NOTHING BUT THE WORK OF GOD

Concerning the Old Testament prophecies of the 
Messiah, Justin Martyr said, “To declare that a thing 
shall come to pass long before it is in being, and 
then to bring it to pass, this is nothing but the work 
of God.”

Fulfilled prophecy is indeed the greatest and 
highest of all attestations that Christ is truly the Son 
of God, the Messiah, and was raised from the dead.

Lee Strobel, acclaimed journalist and award 
winning author states the following in his book The 
Case for Christ; “In the Jewish Scriptures, which 
Christians call the Old Testament, there are several 
dozen major prophecies about the coming of the 

Messiah who would be 
sent by God to redeem 
his people. In effect, 
these predictions formed 
a figurative fingerprint 
that only the Anointed 
One would be able to 
match. This way, the 
Israelites could rule out 
any imposters, and vali-
date the credentials of 
the authentic Messiah.”

Did Jesus Christ 
exactly fit this profile? Is 
it possible that another 
individual in history 
could also do this, and 
what are the chances/
probability of this?

Space does not permit us to do more than scratch 
the surface of these Old Testament prophecies, but 
a few that stand out are: Micah 5:2, “But you, Beth-
lehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the 
clans of Judah, out of you will come for me, one who 
will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from old, 
from ancient times.” The book of Micah was written 
in 735-700 BC, but accurately predicted that the 
Messiah would be born of the tribe of Judah in the 
town of Bethlehem   

The first few verses of Isaiah 11 state clearly 
that the Messiah would be descended from  Jesse 
(David’s father), and that he would be anointed with 

Could Jesus have 
been an imposter?
A REASSURING LOOK AT FULFILLED PROPHECY
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the Spirit of God. Though there are various inter-
pretations, there are definitely 60 major prophecies 
contained in over 300 Old Testament references 
that have been miraculously fulfilled as recorded in 
the New Testament. Renowned mathematician Peter 
W Stoner in his book Science Speaks, computes 
that the probability of fulfilling even 8 prophecies 
by coincidence, is one chance in 12 trillion. The 
odds say it is impossible for anyone else to fulfil the 
prophecies. Only Jesus Christ throughout all history 
has managed to do it.

The same can be said of an attempt to intention-
ally fulfil the prophecies, as most of the factors are 
outside the control of any individual.

THE RABBI VS. THE DOCTOR

I recently watched a video extract of a debate 
on whether Jesus Christ is the Jewish Messiah. 
The debate was hosted by Lee Strobel, formerly 
an atheist, but now a Christian writer. The two 
participants were Rabbi 
Shmuley Boteach, voted 
one of the 100 most 
important talk show 
hosts in the USA, and Dr. 
Michael Brown, a Chris-
tian Jew and renowned 
academic.

When questioned 
about whether Jesus 
is the Jewish Messiah, 
Rabbi Boteach calmly 
answered that he 
believes that Yeshua (as 
called by the Jews), is the 
Christian Messiah but 
not the Jewish Messiah 

– “a radically different 
notion than that of the 
Christian Messiah.” At this point he became rather 
agitated and stated: “We do not need a god-man to 
bring us closer to God. We do not need an interme-
diary. It is sacrilege for the Jewish nation to believe 
that any human being is a deity.” Becoming calmer, 
he said that the Messiah must fulfil the messianic 
prophecies, and that, contrary to Christian belief, 
the Jewish Messiah is on a political mission and 
not a spiritual mission. He then quoted from Isaiah 
2 and 11. The Jewish Messiah, he explained must 
usher in a world of peace and prosperity, change 
the nature of man and the animal kingdom, free 
his people Israel from all their tribulation and lead 
them back to their land.

Dr Michael Brown then pointed out that the Rabbi 
had left out many prophecies which have been 
fulfilled by Jesus Christ and only by him. Others 
are to be fulfilled in the end time. The Messiah 
had to be first rejected by his own people, suffer 
terribly and die for the sins of mankind. Further, on 
rejection by his own, he would be embraced by the 
gentile nations of the world. Thereafter Israel would 
repent and embrace their Messiah. The prophe-
cies also clearly indicate that the Messiah was on 
a spiritual quest. Even chapters 2 and 11 of Isaiah 
indicate that all the nations are to be filled with the 
knowledge of God.

Dr. Brown finished the debate with what was to 

me the most clinching statement of all – namely 
that the Messiah had to have come before the 
destruction of the second temple, which we know 
from history occurred in 70AD (Daniel 9:26). If the 
Messiah did not come before the destruction of the 
second temple, he is not the Messiah.

A number of the prophecies in the Old Testa-
ment speak of the suffering of the Messiah: “He was 
despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and 
familiar with suffering,”… “he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities”…

”he was led like a lamb to the slaughter” (Isaiah 
53:3,5,8).  “A band of evil men has encircled me, 
they have pierced my hands and my feet,”…”they 
divide my garments among them, they cast lots for 
my clothing.”  (Psalm 22: 16,18).

Rabbi Boteach’s arguments clearly seemed 
illogical. The messianic prophecies leave no doubt 
that the Messiah will be rejected by Israel, will suffer 
terribly and die for the sins of mankind. Isaiah 11:1 
clearly states that he will be from the lineage of 

Jesse, the royal blood-
line of David. To ignore 
or leave out the messi-
anic prophecies on these 
basic facts, is to miss the 
boat altogether with 
one’s reasoning on the 
topic.

EYES THAT CANNOT 
SEE

How can a learned 
man like Rabbi 
Schmuley  Boteach be 
so clearly wrong in his 
reasoning? We can find 
the answer in Romans 
11:7-8, which is another 

fulfilment of prophecy. “What then? What Israel 
sought so earnestly it did not obtain, but the elect 
did. The others were hardened, as it is written: ‘God 
gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes so that they could 
not see and ears so that they could not hear, to this 
very day.’”

But there remains another wonderful prophecy 
testifying of God’s amazing love and mercy, which is 
yet to be fulfilled: “…Israel has experienced a hard-
ening in part until the full number of the Gentiles 
has come in. And so all Israel will be saved, as it is 
written: ‘The deliverer will come from Zion; he will 
turn godlessness away from Jacob. And this is my 
covenant with them when I take away their sins.’”

But has God limited his salvation to just Israel? 
Jesus paid for the sins of the entire world – Jews, 
Gentiles, heathens, pagans, and any other category 
we can think of. He said: “And when I am lifted up 
from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself (John 
12:32).”

He will return to usher in world peace and pros-
perity. He will give us glorified bodies like that of 
Jesus Christ. He will save all Israel and indeed, all 
people who desire to be part of his Kingdom.

We will be at the wedding supper, the greatest 
victory celebration in all of history. F2F
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“I don’t like religion because of the guilt 
it imposes on people”.  These were the 
words of a young associate during a  

 “lighter” moment after business meeting.
  Yet, she appeared deeply interested in issues 

around faith and spirituality.  Another young person 
in his early twenties said to me, “I am not good 
enough to commit to God yet.”  

Why the strong association between God, reli-
gion and guilt in the minds of so many?  An amazing 
paradox, considering Jesus came to abolish guilt, 
and yet we are likely to find that the most guilt 
ridden people are Christians. 

One school of thought teaches that guilt is 
a “good thing.” It motivates people to do better 
and becomes a catalyst for growth.  If we feel bad 
enough about our actions then we will change our 
behaviour and do things differently.

Paul writes in Romans 8: 1, “Everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name.  Therefore there is now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through 
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free 
from the law of sin and death.  “

What an astounding declaration!   Jesus died on 
the cross to forgive you of anything you have done 
or ever will do, so that you will never have to suffer 
from feelings of condemnation ever again.  Forgive-
ness is an unconditional free gift.  We read in Isaiah 
1: 18 “Though your sins are like scarlet, I will make 
them as white as snow. Though they are red like 
crimson, I will make them as white as wool.”  Jesus 
came to pronounce you not guilty of past, present 
and future sins. 

Sadly, the thread of guilt may be so deeply 
interwoven in your life that it affects your capacity 
to enjoy a warm and intimate relationship with 
God.  Perhaps you feel that he will not listen to you 
because of your bad past or the weaknesses you 
are struggling with at present.  Some believe that 
we need to get into God’s good books by fulfilling 
a heap of requirements first, before he will draw 
near to us and forgive...an attempt to earn God’s 
love rather than personally accepting his love and 
expressing our love for him.  This negates the very 
reason Christ died for you.  

NO STRINGS ATTACHED

Guilt is often part of the problem and not the 
solution in resolving conflict with others or changing 
our own behaviour patterns. Does your guilty 
husband, wife, child or neighbour genuinely change 
their behaviour and become more loving because 
you made him or her feel guilty?  What about the 

layers of guilt others may pour upon you? 
The answer begins by accepting God’s uncondi-

tional “no strings attached” forgiveness and release 
from the penalty of your sins.  This paves the way 
for a remarkable journey of personal growth and 
transformation to take place in your life.  It opens 
an exciting door for you to reach your full poten-
tial in all spheres of life, by becoming an authentic 
person in Christ.  God does not wait until we are 
good enough before he forgives and adopts us as 
his own children.  

We read in John 3:17. “God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world but to save 
the world through Him.”  The word  save  means to 
“heal” or “make whole.” Jesus has come to heal 
what is broken in your life and not shame you for 
it.  He did not come to condemn you or pronounce 
you guilty. 

Godly sorrow allows us to  
focus on changing what’s wrong 

instead of just trying to make 
guilt feelings go away and 
feeling sorry for ourselves.

The apostle Paul writes in Romans 6:4, that “just 
as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory 
of the Father, we too may live a new life”.  A life 
without condemnation!  

AN ENERGISING APPROACH

So if you are not to feel guilty then what are you 
to feel?  The Bible does talk about feeling distressed 
when we do wrong, which runs far deeper than the 
negative effects of guilt.  Let’s briefly examine one 
of Paul’s most powerful transformational passages 
in scripture.  He writes in II Corinthians  9-11: 

“Yet now I am happy, not because you were made 
sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance.  
For you became sorrowful as God intended and so 
were not harmed in any way by us. Godly sorrow 
brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves 
no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.  See what 
this godly sorrow has produced in you; what earnest-
ness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indig-
nation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, 
what readiness to see justice done.”

Notice the life changing nature of the words 
contained in these passages of scripture...repent-
ance, not regret, earnestness, eagerness, indigna-
tion, alarm, longing, concern, readiness.  The Greek  
word for “repent” is metanoia, which means “change 

By Bob Klynsmith

THE GUILT TRAP…
breaking the cycle
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of mind”.  Here we find a deeply motivating, soul 
searching and energising approach to transforma-
tion.  The kind that brings about real growth and 
a powerful change in behaviour!  Romans 12: 2 
encourages us “not to conform any longer to the 
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God’s will is – His good, pleasing 
and perfect will.”

We read in Romans 2:4, “God’s kindness (good-
ness) leads to repentance.”  This does not say guilt 
leads to repentance.  Instead, we discover the 
profound truth that it is the love of God that brings 
about lasting change.  

Godly sorrow allows us to focus on changing 
what’s wrong instead of just trying to make guilt 
feelings go away or feeling sorry for ourselves or 
attempting to manage our sin.  We are encouraged 
in scripture to acknowledge and confess our sins to 
God and in so doing claim his forgiveness.  

The more we allow the love of God, Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit to take root in our lives the more 
revolting sin becomes as we see its devastating 
impact in our own lives as well as the lives of others. 
The Holy Spirit sensitises our conscience, enabling 
us to become deeply concerned about the conse-
quences of our behaviour and how it affects God 
and hurts the people we care about.  Our desire to 
change emanates out of love and empathy, instead 
of self-focused guilt.  The love and presence of God, 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit becomes the most powerful 
agent of change.

Paul adds in Ephesians 3: 16 – 19:  “I pray that 
out of His glorious riches He may strengthen you with 
power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.  And I 
pray that you, being rooted and established in love 
may have the power, together with all the saints, to 
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the 
love of Christ and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure of 
all the fullness of God.” 

God already loves and cares for you.  He wants 
to enjoy a deep, powerful and intimate relationship 

with you.  So much so, that He gave up His only 
begotten Son, who died for you and paid the 
penalty for your sins.  He has removed the scourge 
of guilt from your mind, body and soul.  His love will 
bring about exciting and deeply rewarding changes 
in your life, now and into eternity.  You will enjoy 
a living, vibrant, experiential relationship with God, 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit as well as more meaningful 
relationships with family and friends. 

STUCK IN A TRAP

For many of us guilt has become so deeply 
ingrained that we cannot let go!  Some have grown 
up feeling they could never meet up to the expec-
tations of their parents.  Others may be carrying 
the burden of guilt due to abusive relationships, 
feeling they are to blame for someone else’s abuse!  
Guilt may play such a strong role in one’s life that 
it becomes addictive.  The tinge of guilt may even 
plague you when you are having a good time with 
family and friends, instead of “working.”                   

I recently enjoyed reading about a little experi-
ment of flies trapped in a jar with the lid closed, 
but punched full of holes.  After the flies had been 
buzzing around furiously inside the jar for quite 
some time, the lid was lifted.  Surprisingly, the flies 
continued to linger inside, despite the fact that a 
whole new world of freedom was available to 
them.  We too can be imprisoned by feelings of self-
imposed guilt or guilt inflicted by others to the point 
where it becomes a deeply entrenched habit.  

God has lifted the lid and empowered you to 
enjoy a new freedom in Christ, a freedom saturated 
in His love. 

Galatians 5:1 tells it like it is:  “It is for freedom 
that Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, then, and do 
not let yourselves be burdened by a yoke of slavery.”  
There is absolutely no need for you to carry the 
burden of guilt in your heart.  

Indeed, the grace of God does revolutionise the 
heart of man.  Hold your head up high!  Remember, 
in Christ there is no condemnation.  Jesus has 
pronounced you “not guilty.” F2F  
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Just a few days ago my husband 
and I drifted into a cinema 
to watch a movie. We chose 

The Book of Eli which didn’t look 
particularly exciting, but everything 
else seemed either totally juvenile or 
overdosed with sex and violence. 

The action takes place in a post apocalyptic world 
where all signs of civilization have been levelled to 
the ground by nuclear warfare. There are groups 
of people surviving in burnt-out buildings and 
devastated ruins. But they have no idea how to live, 
and have very little if any recollection of standards 
and values. They know nothing of the hallmarks of 
a world forever lost, and spend their time fighting 
each other for the meagre food rations still avail-
able. Strangely, there are still a few vehicles and 
motorbikes around which are used by the villains 
and hijackers of the story. 

People were burned at the 
stake for the crime of teaching 

their children to say the 
Lord’s Prayer in English

However, one man has been commissioned with 
the task of taking the only surviving copy of the King 
James Bible to the far west of what was once the 
United States of America. Supernatural intervention 
enables him to make it through hostile territory, and 
after a great deal of suffering and many attempts 

on his life, he makes it to what was once the prison 
island of Alcatraz. Here at last he meets up with 
a few people determined to preserve the good 
things of this world (Shakespeare, Mozart, various 
artworks). They also have a printing press which is 
about to become operational. But the actual Bible 
which he carried had been seized by the criminals 
who wanted to use it for their own evil ends. As 
it turned out, they were entirely frustrated to find 
that it was a Braille version which they couldn’t 
interpret!  But this hero has the extraordinary ability 
to remember the entire contents of this greatly 
desired Book. Beginning at Genesis 1:1 he dictates 
to an elderly scribe. In the final scene the man dies, 
having completed the mission of preserving the 
New King James Bible for posterity.

I must admit that as this Book of all books was 
carefully placed on the shelf in this prison sanc-
tuary, I was moved to tears. It brought to mind a 
particular line of one of my favourite hymns – “…
came to us through sacrifice, O heed the ancient 
words of Christ.” 1 I had a fleeting vision of people 
being burned at the stake in ages past because they 
dared to translate the Bible into English and other 
commonly used languages.

EASY TO FORGET

Today we can walk into a bookstore and 
purchase any translation of the Bible we might 
prefer. We have a number of different translations 
in our house, both in print and online, and if we 
need to, we can carry it around on a memory stick 
or an audio player the size of a penknife. It’s easy to 
forget how this world’s bestseller survived so many 
attempts to destroy it through the centuries.

As far back as 167 BC, the mad tyrant Antiochus 
Epiphanes tried to destroy all copies of Jewish Scrip-
ture. He had the scrolls torn to pieces and burned, 

by Hilary Jacobs
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Epiphanes tried to destroy all copies of Jewish 
Scripture. He had the scrolls torn to pieces and 
burned, as well as condemning to death anyone 
found in possession of them. Later in 303 AD, the 
Roman emperor Diocletian tried to exterminate the 
Christian church and ordered all manuscripts of the 
Bible to be seized and destroyed.

The first hand-written copies of the English Bible 
manuscripts were produced in the 1380s by John 
Wycliffe. But this aroused intense opposition from 
the Catholic Church. Anyone possessing a non-
Latin Bible was threatened with execution. John 
Hus, a faithful follower of Wycliffe was burned at 
the stake with the English translation pages used as 
kindling for the fire!  Foxe’s Book of Martyrs records 
that people were burned at the stake for the crime 
of teaching their children to say the Lord’s Prayer in 
English rather than Latin. 

William Tyndale, another follower of John Wycliffe 
also wanted to translate the Bible into English, but 
Henry VIII and the English church were greatly 
opposed to the idea. In 1524 he moved to Cologne 
where he managed to arrange for his translation of 
the Bible to be printed in English. During the next 
few years 18,000 of these copies were smuggled 
into England in bales of 
cotton and sacks of flour. 
But Henry VIII gave orders 
that all English Bibles were 
to be destroyed. People 
caught distributing the 
Tyndale Bible were burned 
at the stake.

Today, there are only 
two known copies left 
of Tyndale’s 1525-26 
First Edition. He fled to 
Belgium from where 
Bibles continued to flow 
into England. Ironi-
cally, Tyndale’s biggest 
customers were the King’s men, who would buy up 
every copy available to burn them… and Tyndale 
used their money to print even more!

 In 1535 he was betrayed by an Englishman he 
had befriended, and arrested in Antwerp. He was 
found guilty of heresy and strangled and burned 
at the stake. Tyndale’s last words were, "Oh Lord, 
open the King of England’s eyes". This prayer would 
be answered just a few years later in 1539, when 
King Henry VIII finally allowed, and even funded, 
the printing of an English Bible known as the Great 
Bible.

For the next 100 or so years, the battle for 
the Bible continued, and in 1611 the King James 
version finally emerged as the “translation to end 
all translations,” at least for a while. 

OPPRESSION TODAY

Today, while some eastern and Middle Eastern 
countries allow Bibles to be imported and distrib-
uted, others, such as Myanmar and Saudi Arabia 
are extremely repressive. Saudi Arabia is one of the 

most oppressive countries for Christians. Foreign 
workers make up one-third of the population, many 
of whom are Christians. For their entire stay, which 
may be years, they are forbidden to display any 
Christian symbols or Bibles, or even meet together 
publicly to worship and pray. Some have watched 
their personal Bibles put through a shredder when 
they entered the country.

SCEPTICS AND ATHEISTS

But perhaps the subtlest of all strategies to do 
away with the Bible is the one being waged in the 
western countries where the original battle for 
the Scriptures was so hard won and sacrificed for. 
Although it’s virtually impossible to destroy the Bible 
today – it’s out in cyberspace - there is a concerted 
attempt to undermine its authority and relevance. 
Alternative thinkers such as New Age, Scientology, 
the Jesus Seminar and Darwinian evolutionists are 
working hard to discredit the Bible and its influ-
ence on humanity. Sceptics and atheists are being 
embraced by academic institutions, and Christian 
teaching is forbidden in many western schools. A 
British friend of mine broke the shocking news that 

a school near to her was not 
allowed to put on a nativity play 
at Christmas time. This would 
have been showing prejudice 
against other religions!

Yet the Gospel of the Kingdom 
of God will indeed be “preached 
in all the world for a witness to 
all nations” before the return of 
Jesus Christ as King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords (Matthew 24:14). At 
great personal risk, many Chris-
tian missionaries are accom-
plishing this God-given task. They 
need our prayers and support. 

Just recently, our own denomi-
nation in South Africa has had 

the opportunity to donate money to our churches 
in neighbouring Mozambique for the very purpose 
of providing Bibles. Thankfully, they are reasonably 
priced and available there. 

God gives us the assurance that his word will 
accomplish what he intends. “As the rain and the 
snow come down from heaven and do not return to it 
without watering the earth…so is my word that goes 
out from my mouth. It will not return to me empty, 
but will accomplish what I desire, and achieve the 
purpose for which I sent it” (Isaiah 55:10-11).

If I ever have to pack a few essentials in a hurry 
to go on an unexpected journey, my Bible will be 
first into the suitcase. As a backup, I can keep it 
in my pocket on a memory stick. No doubt it’s my 
most valuable possession. F2F

1 Ancient Words by Michael W Smith

www.bigstockphoto.com
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I’m a control freak. I’ve known 
this for a long time, but when 
my patient and longsuffering 

husband pointed out to me that 
there is only a one-letter difference 
between “Nan” and “nag,” I finally 
realized that something had to be 
done. 

So I fired myself.
I fired myself as the manager of the universe. 

For as long as I can remember, I have confessed 
Jesus as Lord and Ruler, but I really didn’t live as if I 
believed it. I was quick to say, “God is in control,” but 
I acted as if I was the one responsible for everyone 
else’s happiness, health, welfare, and safety. That’s 
a heavy and exhausting load to bear, but one we 
control freaks can’t seem to resist.

I didn’t take the firing gently. I needed to feel 
needed. At least I thought I did. It took a while for 
me to realize that what I really needed was to let 
others have the freedom of choice. I never wanted 
to see them suffer from their mistakes, so I did 
everything I could to prevent them from making any. 

And what did I do to keep them on the straight 
and narrow? Nag, of course. Nag, and nag, and 
nag, and nag. But children don’t need nagging, they 
need to learn how to take responsibility for and 
accept the consequences of their own actions. They 
need to feel the pain that comes from small bad 
choices as a natural deterrent from making bigger 
ones. And as much as it might seem otherwise, 
husbands don’t need nagging either. A husband 
needs a wife, not a second mother. 

RESPECT AND FREEDOM

After I fired myself from being my husband’s 
keeper, I thought about the way God gives me 
freedom to make the bad choices and unwise deci-
sions I make every day—even though it pains him 
to see me make them. God isn’t a control freak. He 
made humans able to participate in and enjoy the 
same kind of mutual respect and freedom that the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit share. 

When we start thinking, “He might make a 
mistake: I have to change him,” God wants us to 
think, “Trust me. Pray for him. He’s not your project; 

he belongs to me.”
It’s hard to show respect for another person’s 

freedom to choose when we’re constantly trying 
to change them. When we try to absorb them into 
our own vision of what we think they should be or 
do, we settle for a façade of control, and miss out 
on the joy of fellowship that God intended. When I 
fired myself as manager of my world, I was better 
able to see what God truly expects of me and holds 
me responsible for. I could stop taking too much on 
myself and start resting in him, knowing that the 
Father, Son and Spirit have everything under control. 

If only it were that easy. Don’t get me wrong, 
when I fired myself, I acknowledged that my efforts 
at doing God’s job were resulting in more pain 
and relationship strain than they were in changing 
anyone. But old habits die hard. I still have to remind 
myself often that “it’s not my problem,” and that I’d 
been fired as universe manager. 

Richard Swenson gave a good summary about 
letting God be God in his book, The Overload 
Syndrome. He wrote, “Since God is the author and 
creator of my limits, then it is probably OK with Him 
that I have limits. He probably does not expect me 
to be infinite and is a little surprised when I try. It 
is OK with Him if I am not all things to all people 
all the time, all by myself…. God is not pacing the 
throne room anxious and depressed because of 
the condition of the world. He knows, He is not 
surprised, and He is sovereign. It is OK if we have 
limits. He is able” (page 37).

If there’s any comfort in this for us control freaks, 
it’s that God has to watch us as we stumble through 
life, crying with us and helping us pick up the pieces 
at every wrong turn, yet he doesn’t sweat it. He’s 
willing to endure the good, the bad, and the ugly 
so that we can have the freedom to choose him 
without nagging or coercion. As the saying goes, 

“Love is like a butterfly. Let it go, and if it comes back 
to you, it’s yours to keep. If it doesn’t, it never was.” 

So now I’m officially out of a job. I’m thinking 
about running an ad in the classifieds, something 
like this: “Ex-nagger, 40-plus years experience. 
Looking for people to love, respect, and encourage. 
Expect slight relapses.” F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey

The day 
I fired myself

By Nan Kuhlman
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So, this guy- well, more like I - 
was watching this DVD called 
Nooma made by a guy called 

Rob Bell and was stunned by what 
he had to say.

 He starts off talking about the story in Mark 6 
where Jesus is walking on the water and, seeing 
this, Peter also wants to do the same. Upon hearing 
Peter’s request, 
Jesus does not turn 
him away or laugh 
it off as a silly wish 
from a mere human 
(let’s not forget that 
Jesus is God). No, 
he believes in Peter. 

He believes in 
Peter so much that, 
right there and 
then, He tells Peter 
to come out of the 
boat and walk to 
Him. No beginners 
guide to walking on 
water, not even a 
hint of advice about 
the best way to go 
about it. 

In my opinion, it 
would have been nice, if I were in Peter’s shoes, to 
have had at least a hint or two about what to and 
what not to do when walking on water— even if it 
was as small as, “take off your shoes and socks.”  

Jesus believes that we can 
be just like Him. He believes 

that nothing He did is 
too great for us to do.

Just because you’re walking on water does not 
change the fact that it is still wet.” But, back to the 
point: 

Jesus truly believes that Peter can do this thing. 
He really, really believes that Peter can be just like 
Him. 

Now, here is the really amazing thing about this: 
Jesus believes the same about you and me. We 

can do anything God wants us to. Paul says, “I can 
do all things through Christ who strengthens me 
(Philippians 4:13). Even Jesus admitted He could do 
nothing of Himself.

When I heard this it blew my mind. It still blows 
my mind. I guess I’ve never really believed, truly 
believed in my heart, that being like Jesus is an 
obtainable possibility in this life. Yet, it is the very 
thing that every believer is called to. 

In Galatians 4:19, the Apostle Paul speaks about 
labouring to 
see Christ fully 
established in 
the hearts of 
every member 
of that Church. 
And not only 
is being like 
Jesus possible, 
the fact that 
Jesus believes 
that each and 
every one of 
us can do so 
means that we 
are actually, 
“condemned 
to succeed.” 

With Jesus, 
success is the 
only option. 

Failure is not even a question any longer. 

Why? Because at the end of the day, Jesus wins. 
It does not matter where we come from, who we 
are, what we’ve done in the past. 

It does not matter if we are loud or quiet, shy or 
shameless, mediocre, compulsive, over-achieving, 
frightened, forgotten or fired up. All that matters is 
the “yes!” in our hearts. The “yes” that responds to 
Jesus’ belief in us.

There was once a God who stood beside the Sea 
of Galilee. He looked at the simple fisherman casting 
a net into the lake, and said, “Come! Come follow 
me and I will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 
4:18,19). If He could change the world with a few 
simple fishermen, (or twelve), just think what He 
could with ordinary people like you and I. F2F  

COME FOLLOW ME
By Kambani Romano 

Youth talk

www.istockphoto.com
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In Paul’s last letter to his 
favourite assistant, he warns 
Timothy about the opposition 

that Timothy will face, and encour-
ages him to continue what he already 
knows is true.

LIVING IN TERRIBLE TIMES (VERSES 1-5)

This chapter begins with a warning: “But mark 
this: There will be terrible times in the last days.” 
Many Jews speculated about what the future held, 
and many predicted that society would reach its 
worst point just before God intervened to straighten 
everything out. As verse 5 makes clear, Paul is saying 
that the “last days” are already under way (see also 
Acts 2:16-17 and Hebrews 1:2).

But that was almost 1,950 years ago. How could 
the first century be the “last days”? Either Paul was 
mistaken as to how soon Christ would return, or else 
we are mistaken in how Paul is using the language 
of prophecy. Or both. 

It is a mistake for us to 
look at Paul’s description, see 
it happening around us, and 
conclude that Christ will soon 
return. We live in the last days, 
yes, but so did Paul. If Christ’s 
return could be 2,000 years 
away from Paul, it might be for 
us, too. It could be very soon, 
but it might not, and current 
events do not prove it one way 
or the other.

Let’s look at Paul’s descrip-
tion: “People will be lovers of 
themselves, lovers of money, 
boastful, proud, abusive, 
disobedient to their parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, without 
love, unforgiving, slanderous, 
without self-control, brutal, 
not lovers of the good, treach-
erous, rash, conceited, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of 
God—having a form of godli-
ness but denying its power.” 

Missing from this list is 
torture, murder and genocide; 
the list seems a bit tame in 
comparison to atrocities that 
also existed in the ancient 
world. Paul is not describing 
the worst of all possible 
worlds—he is describing Timo-
thy’s opponents: people who 
might look like they are godly, 
but who are actually rejecting 
the gospel. 

Paul does not say here 
what his opponents taught, 
but other ancient writings 
help us make an educated 
guess. Many Greeks thought 
that spirit is good and matter 

is bad, so a good God did not create the physical 
world. Rather, he created a lesser god, who created 
a yet lesser god, who created another, who created 
another, etc., in a long series of gradually less-good 
gods, one of whom was finally so far removed from 
perfection that he created the physical world, and 
human souls somehow got trapped in physical 
bodies.

Salvation was seen as the process of escaping 
matter, and it required a person to learn the gene-
alogy of the gods and the way to navigate up 
through these levels in order to reach the original 
perfection. There was no evidence for these specu-
lations, but they were attractive to some Christians 
in the first and second centuries. Paul’s advice was 
simple: “Have nothing to do with them.”

TRUTH WILL PREVAIL (VERSES 6-9)

Paul describes the result such people were 
having in the early church: “They are the kind who 
worm their way into homes and gain control over 
weak-willed women, who are loaded down with sins 
and are swayed by all kinds of evil desires, always 
learning but never able to acknowledge the truth.”

These smooth-talking salesmen were able to 
convince some women (sections of 1 Timothy seem 

Staying on 
Track When 

Others Are Not 
- A STUDY OF 2 

TIMOTHY 3 -

By Michael Morrison
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to address the same problem), and even though the 
women learned all sorts of secret “knowledge,” they 
never really learned anything useful. Their anxiety 
about their sins and desires made them easy prey 
for a philosophy that offered a way for them to work 
their way out of the problem. The real truth is much 
simpler: Christ has done it for us; we do not need 
to be burdened with guilt or enslaved to our own 
desires.

Paul compares them to Egyptian magicians: 
“Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so 
also these men oppose the truth—men of depraved 
minds, who, as far as the faith is concerned, are 
rejected.” “Rejected” is too strong a translation; 
the Greek word adokimos may also mean “incor-
rect” or “unapproved.” God has not totally rejected 
them, but we should reject them as far as the faith is 
concerned, that is, we reject what they teach.

“But they will not get very far”, Paul concludes, 
“because, as in the case of those men” (i.e., Jannes 
and Jambres), “their folly will be clear to everyone.” 
Paul does not tell us when or how (indeed, he says 
in verse 13 that the deceivers will soon get worse). 
His purpose is not to make a specific prediction, but 
to encourage Timothy to stick to the truth because 
eventually everyone will see that Timothy’s oppo-
nents are wrong.

STAYING ON TRACK (VERSES 10-14) 

Paul reminds Timothy that he has a firm foun-
dation: “You, however, know all about my teaching, 
my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love…” 
Timothy has heard the arguments, but Paul does 
not point him there. Rather, he points to the way in 
which Paul lived out the truth of the gospel. Paul’s 
own steadfastness is an important testimony to the 
validity of the message.

Not only did Paul have desirable qualities, he 
also had some undesirable experiences. Timothy 
knew about these, too: “endurance, persecutions, 
sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me 
in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I 
endured (see Acts 13-14). Yet the Lord rescued me 
from all of them.” Paul writes this from prison, and 
expects death, so he knows that the Lord does not 
rescue His people from all situations. The point is 
that He can, and often has, so Timothy can be confi-
dent that the Lord will take care of him.

Timothy will experience some trouble, too:”In 
fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted.” Indeed, it will sometimes 
look like the bad guys are winning: “while evil men 
and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving 
and being deceived.” Paul’s purpose here is not 
to make specific predictions—the purpose of this 
“battle rhetoric” is to steel Timothy for the hardships 
that will come. If he expects the worst, nothing will 
catch him off guard.

“But as for you, continue in what you have learned 

and have become convinced of, because you know 
those from whom you learned it.” Elsewhere, Paul 
tells Timothy to keep the faith because it is true—but 
here he tells him to persevere because he knows 
the people who taught him. Some of the strongest 
evidence for the gospel is the example set by people 
who taught Timothy, especially Paul. If Paul can be 
faithful through persecutions and problems, Timothy 
can be, too.

THE WRITTEN WORD (VERSES 15-17)

Timothy has another reason to be faithful: “from 
infancy you have known the holy Scriptures—”which 
for Timothy would be the Old Testament—”which 
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith 
in Christ Jesus.” Paul does not say how the Old Testa-
ment informs people about Jesus, but the book of 
Acts and several of Paul’s letters provide more than 
a hundred examples of how Paul used Scripture. 
The Old Testament describes our need for a Savior, 
predicts salvation through a suffering Servant, and 
teaches that God is completely trustworthy.

“All Scripture is God-breathed”, Paul says. He 
does not say which books are in Scripture; nor 
does he specify how God breathed these writings. 
In context, Paul is talking about the Old Testament 
rather than the New, but the early church said the 
New Testament writings are inspired Scripture, just 
as the older writings are.

The important thing about inspiration is not 
the precise method used, but the purpose: “It 
is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the man of God 
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 
Scripture is not designed to teach us grammar, 
geography, math or science. It has a more prac-
tical purpose: telling us about salvation through 
Christ, and after that, how we should live. We 
focus on those, rather than on speculations about  
the future. F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey

THE GREEKS HAD A WORD FOR IT : 

Theopneustos is a combination of theos, meaning 
G o d , a n d , meaning “to breathe or blow.” 
Ancient Greek writers used this word to describe 
wisdom, dreams or speech that came from the gods. In 

the New Testament, it is used only in 2 Timothy 3:16, 
where the focus is on the usefulness of the inspired 
writings, and not on the precise means by which God 
caused his message to be written. F2F

Taking it per-sonally
• Is humanity more sinful to 

 day than it was a century ago? 
• Why did the ancient deceivers 
 target women in particular? 
• Am I loyal to the people from whom 
 I learned the truth? 
• Does the Old Testament teach me 

 about salvation through Christ?
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If God loves people, why does he 
wipe them out? We inevitably 
ask that after a disaster. Like 

when the devastating Indian Ocean 
tsunami on the day after Christmas 
in 2004 shook the faith of religious 
people the world over. What kind of 
God would kill 200,000 people in a 
single stroke? 

And what about the disastrous earthquake in 
Haiti on January 12, 2010, along with its crippling 
aftershocks, raises the question again. Where was 
God when tens of thousands were being crushed, 
maimed and trapped in rubble until they died of 
thirst or starvation if not their injuries? If God is all 
powerful, surely he could have stopped it. So why 
didn’t he? 

WHO’S TO BLAME?

"God didn’t do it; he just allowed it," some say. 
Maybe they think that’s a good defence. I don’t, and 
I doubt you do. Allowing something that you could 
stop is not much better than doing it yourself.

When something bad happens, we want someone 
to blame. When the bad thing is a natural disaster, 
there’s no one left to blame but God. Earthquakes, 
hurricanes, tornadoes, tidal waves, lightning strikes. 
The insurance companies call them "acts of God." 
Nobody is to blame—nobody except God, that is. 

The Indian Ocean tsunami of 2004 and the 
Haitian earthquake are just recent examples in a 
long line of history’s mind-numbing natural disas-
ters. Looking back, more than 3.5 million died in 
the North Korean floods and famine of 1995-98. 
More than 900,000 died in the Ethiopian famine of 
1984. Two hundred forty-two thousand died in the 
Tangshan, China, earthquake of 1976. The Ethio-
pian famine of 1974 claimed 200,000. 

The Bangladesh sea flood of 1970 took 200,000-
500,000. China’s famine of 1960 took 20 million. 
One million died in the flu pandemic of 1957, and 
up to 100 million died in the flu pandemic of 1918. 

Earthquakes in Nansan, China, in 1927 and in 
Gansu, China, in 1933 killed 200,000 each. Up 
to one million died in Huayan Kou, China, in the 
Yangtse Kiang flooding of 1887. 

The French smallpox epidemic in 1870-71 killed 
500,000. One million died from the Irish famine of 
1845. The Iran earthquake of 1780 killed 200,000. 
Ten million died in the Bengal, India, famine of 1769. 
The Shensi, China, earthquake of 1556 claimed 
800,000. And the black plague of Europe and Asia 
in 1346-42 took 25 million lives.

People ask, why does a loving God let such 
astounding mayhem happen? 

I have another question. Why does God let 
anyone die?

Not long ago, I attended the funeral of a woman 
who was celebrated for her many personal minis-
tries of love. She died of cancer, and her suffering 
was nothing short of horrible. A friend’s teenage 
daughter died in a fiery car crash on slick winter 
roads. She was on break from a Christian college, 
and her suffering and the grief of her parents, 
relatives and friends was every bit as real as the 
suffering and grief of any individual who died in a 
tornado, a tsunami or an earthquake. 

When something bad happens, 
we want someone to blame.

Why did God let Grandma die? "She was old," 
someone might say. "It’s the natural way of things. 
We grow old and die." 

Yes, it is the natural way of things. Bodies wear 
out. Plaque builds up in arteries, and if enough builds 
up, it cuts off the blood flow and causes strokes or 
heart attacks. Sometimes cells get mixed up and 
go crazy, becoming cancer cells and disrupting the 
tissues and organs around them. Over time bones 
lose their density and an accidental fall can break a 
hip. Joints lose their elasticity. Eyes lose their sharp-
ness. 

The ground erodes too, and the earth’s crust 
shifts. Water evaporates. Rain falls. Rivers rise. 
Winds blow. Even healthy people and young people 
can get hit by falling rocks or flying debris. People 

by J. Michael Feazell

WHERE WAS GOD?
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get caught in flash floods, mudslides and collapsed 
mineshafts. 

People fall off roofs, out of windows and off 
scaffoldings. Sometimes it happens when they are 
doing humanitarian work, trying to help or save 
someone else. And God, far, far more often than 
not, sits by and watches it happen without lifting a 
finger to stop it. 

When someone we love grows old and dies of 
"natural causes" we accept it as the way God has 
designed the creation—there’s a time to be born 
and a time to die.

But when someone we love dies before growing 
old, we ask, "Why would God allow this to happen?"

NOT AN AUTOMATON CREATION

No doubt, God could have made the universe 
in such a way that nothing ever went wrong. But he 
didn’t. He created a world that is free to be itself—
and to express its identity in continually fresh and 
creative ways. For some reason, he thinks that is 
good.

Maybe that’s because it takes such a world, a 
wild and free world, to be the breeding ground for 
things God values in human beings—things like 
courage, devotion, loyalty, self-sacrifice, kindness, 
generosity, hope, trust. By anybody’s reckoning 
these are a few of the noblest features of humanity. 
Would such qualities exist in a world without risk, 
danger, calamity—and death? 

And where would love be in such a world? Love 
isn’t just a matter of getting along. Love is made 
real in the crucible of suffering, of self-sacrifice, of 
loyalty and devotion against the odds. 

"Oh really," someone might say. "If God thinks 
that is so great, why doesn’t he just come down here 
and go through what we go through in his so-called 
good creation?" Well, that’s just what Christians 
believe he did. And just like death happens to 
every one of us, he died. But Christians believe that 
his death changed death itself. He made death a 
pathway to resurrection, to new life, to a new crea-
tion in which "there is no more death or mourning 
or crying or pain." 

As much as we hate to admit it and hate to talk 
about it and throw stones at those who do, we 
all die. We all die of something. Whether we die 
of "natural causes" or of "natural disasters" makes 
little difference in the end. Either way, we die, and 
nothing will stop it, regardless of how kind we are 

or how mean we are or how smart, careful or wise 
we are. But the good news is, regardless of how or 
when we die, Jesus resurrects the dead.

God could stop all natural movement of earth, 
air and water. He could stop humans from making 
mistakes, making unwise decisions, being selfish, 
or stubborn or rude. God could have made a 
"Stepford Wives" style creation in which everything 
worked automatically. But he didn’t. God created a 
world in which something far more valuable than 
long physical life could exist. He made a world in 
which love can exist and grow. In love, humans pull 
together and respond to suffering and calamity. In 
love, humans forgive one another, help one another, 
encourage one another and stand by one another. 

GOD SUFFERS WITH US

God is not a stranger to human suffering. Chris-
tians believe that God became a man, suffered as a 
human and died as a human, and because of that, 
humanity itself has been taken up into God’s own 
being. In Jesus Christ, God in the flesh, humanity’s 
cause is now God’s cause. When we suffer, God 
suffers with us.

God loved the world so much, John the Gospel 
writer recorded, that God gave his Son that whoever 
believes in him would have new life. God sent his 
Son to save the world, he added, not to condemn it 
(see John 3:16-17).

Death is part of life, and every person who lives 
will also die. Even you and even me. But death is not 
the end of the story of our lives. 

God did not make human beings merely for this 
life of suffering and grief—he made us for his new 
creation of fulfillment and joy. The lives cut short 
now, deprived now, stifled now, cheated now, will 
find their fulfillment in the life of the new creation. 
This is the Christian hope, and Christians hold this 
hope in faith—faith that God who freely took up our 
human cause as his own, even to the point of dying 
like a criminal as one of us, is true to his word. Every 
person who dies will also live.

In this hope and in this love, we extend compas-
sion and help to others. As we do, we experience 
the deepest riches of true life, riches that are unseen 
but more real than physical security and safety. Love 
truly does "make the world go round."  F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey
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By Eben D Jacobs

THE JEALOUSY OF GOD 
A LOVE STORY

Many years ago my late wife, 
Trixie, and I were having 
a conversation about 

unfaithfulness and extra-marital 
affairs.

One of her remarks boiled down to a threat that 
she would inflict some heavy physical damage on 
any woman who comes between us. I am happy to 
say that she never had cause to carry out that threat. 

BUT WAS THIS JEALOUSY?

Many a romantic movie or love story has jeal-
ousy as the pivotal emotion. Those of us who love 
Latin American music and dancing will remember 
the tango entitled Jealousy, and then there’s the 
country song about a jealous suitor who murdered 
his unfaithful lover On the banks of the Ohio.

Even in this era of moral decay, a love triangle 
still makes a popular movie that may develop 
various outcomes - even 
murder. Jealousy is 
often at the heart of a 
bad end result. 

BUT IS JEALOUSY 
NECESSARILY EVIL?

If it is, then what 
does one make of 
Exodus 20:5 where God 
says that he is a jealous 
God or where he goes 
as far as to say that 
he is a consuming fire 
(Deuteronomy 4:24)?

The punishments He 
threatened to inflict on 
the children of Israel, 
should any one of them have an affair, spiritually 
speaking with other religions, makes Trixie’s threat 
look like child’s play.

How would you feel if you heard or read that 
the Lord your God is a jealous God? Would you feel 
threatened or flattered?

Sometimes, in love stories, there could be a situ-
ation where the spouse, or boy or girlfriend would 
be tied up in a situation where he or she could not 
contact the other party to explain why they were 
late.  The conversation could go something like this:

“Are you jealous?”
“No.”
“I think you are.”

“No, I’m not.”
“ Oh yes, you are.”
 “Well, maybe a little, but you should have sent 

some message.”
This kind of jealousy could be flattering, but any 

possibility of a third party entering a relationship 
would send out major distress signals. There is both 
a positive and negative aspect to jealousy. Besides 
the obvious negative side – something similar to 
envy – the word jealousy can convey an intense love, 
a passionate desire and an intense level of commit-
ment for something which is rightly our own.

The Bible tells us in 1 Corinthians 7:3 that the 
husband and the wife should render the affection 
to each other which is due to them. Verse 4 says 
that the husband’s body belongs to his wife and 
the wife’s body belongs to her husband. In fact, the 
New King James version says that the wife and the 
husband do not even have authority over their own 
bodies. It’s a matter of possession. And God doubly 
possesses the born again Christian.

A TERRIBLE LOSS

There is a story of 
a little boy who made 
himself a beautiful 
model of a sailing ship 
from a kit. It was some-
thing magnificent like 
the Kitty Hawk. With 
excitement he took it 
down to the waterside 
and carefully set it to 
sail. As he proudly 
watched the minia-
ture gracefulness of it 
bobbing in the ripples, 
a sudden gust of wind 
took it out into the deep 
and out of his reach.

For some time he 
grieved over his terrible loss. But as life went on 
he almost forgot about his little ship. But one day 
he passed the local pawn shop, or Cash Convertor, 
and saw in his peripheral vision something that 
stirred his heart!

Neatly displayed, almost as if in a place of 
honour in the shop window, was his Kitty Hawk! 
Excited, he went into the shop.

“Sir that little ship in the window is mine.”
“How can you say that, sonny?”
“I built it. I made it.”
But now it is in my shop!”
Yes, but I lost it at the riverside when the wind 

took it away!” The boy responded tearfully.
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GOD IS IN OUR MOMENTS

My dad used to say time goes so fast it seems as 
if every other day is Thursday. When time goes that 
quickly, the seconds, minutes and hours of life can 
run together and get lost. James was right—life is like 
a mist that appears for a little while then vanishes 
(James 4:14).

“Teach us to number our days aright,” Moses asked 
God, “that we may gain a heart of wisdom” (Psalm 
90:12). How do we do this? Author Mark Buchanan 
suggests we “work out where time and eternity meet. 
Pay attention to how God is afoot in the mystery of 
each moment, in its mad rush or maddening plod. 
He is present in both. But too often, we are so time-
obsessed that we take no time to really notice” (The 
Rest of God, Thomas Nelson, 2006).

Do you pay attention to how God is afoot in the 
mystery of each moment? Or do you let them blur 
together in a mad rush to get everything done? 

I may have mentioned a time or two I’m a big 
Star Trek fan. I enjoyed all the movies (even the 
odd-numbered ones). In Insurrection, a Ba’ku woman 
named Anij teaches Captain Jean-Luc Picard how to 
capture a single moment. She slows time, allowing him 
to see the beating wings of a hummingbird as it hovers 
over a flower. When her life is in danger, he practices 
this technique and is able to keep her alive until help 
arrives.While we can’t slow time (I wish), we can 
pause to notice the mystery of God in our moments. 
Pick a moment and focus on where you are, what 

you’re doing, who you’re with and how God is present. 
Take a mental snapshot and praise God for what you 
see. In a way, time will slow down and you’ll be fully 
in the moment.

I remember doing this one day when my kids and I 
were at a park. It was a beautiful day—perfect weather, 
everyone was happy and healthy. We were with a good 
friend and my kids were playing and laughing. As I 
watched them, I realized this was one of those perfect 
moments in time that would never come again. I took 
a mental snapshot, noting every detail of the moment. 
I can still picture it in my mind, many years later. 

Why is this important, you may be wondering? We 
are told in 1 Peter 1:24, “People are like grass; their 
beauty is like a flower in the field. The grass withers and 
the flower fades.” (NLT). We aren’t here long, and we 
look forward to a better future with the Lord. But 
while we’re here, we might as well enjoy it. The West-
minster Shorter Catechism states: “Man’s chief end is 
to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.” 

Let yourself slow down a little and enjoy God, 
giving him glory and thanks as you go through your 
day. He is present in the meeting of time and eternity 
as we live, move and have our being in him.  F2F  

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey

By Tammy Tkach

“Oh, but I bought it and paid good money for 
it. If you want it back you will have to buy it. Now 
run along and only come back if you have the right 
amount to pay.”

His grief was doubled, but so was his determi-
nation. He ran all the way home, rushed into his 
bedroom, grabbed his piggy bank and broke it on 
the floor. He counted his savings 
and found that if he wanted his 
ship back it would take every 
penny he had.

A JOYFUL REUNION 

He ran right back to the shop 
and, out of breath, placed the due 
amount on the counter. 

With a business-like air the 
shop owner counted every last 
penny. 

“Fine, you have just enough 
here. You may take the ship out of the window, 
because if you drop it now, it will be your loss.”

Happily he left the shop caressing the little 
sailing ship to his breast. Tears of joy welled up as 
he talked to his little ship.

“Little ship, I made you. You were mine. “But then 
I lost you. A bad wind changed and took you away. 
Someone who did not like you found you and sold 
you just like they sold Joseph in Egypt, to a bad man 
who thought he owned you, because he bought you.

Then I took everything I had and paid the price 

the shopkeeper demanded for you.”
With eyes sparkling and gently stroking the little 

sails he said. 
“Little ship, now you are twice as much mine!”
In His immense love God created humanity and 

proclaimed us as very good. He owned us firstly. But 
then the ill winds of evil blew us 
into the grip of the adversary who 
would not let go of us. But God 
so loved the world that he sent 
Jesus – his very own Son -to pay 
the ultimate price demanded. 

We are twice as much His. 
Don’t you think he is entitled to 
a little jealousy?

In his letter to the Corinthians, 
Paul says he is jealous for them 
with a godly jealousy. And why? 

“I promised you to one husband, 
to Christ…But I am afraid that 

just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, 
your minds may somehow be led astray from your 
sincere and pure devotion to Christ (2 Corinthians 
11: 2-3).”

Yes, our God is a jealous God. He paid for us 
with his own blood. He doesn’t want us to drift away 
into dangerous uncharted waters where we may not 
be able to find our way back into the safe harbour 
of his love. F2F
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Listen to us on CCFM  
and Radio Pulpit:

Radio Pulpit  AM 657 kHz (throughout SA on AM frequency) 5 
min slot every Monday @ 6:40am , Wednesday @ 3:00pm  and 
Friday @ 6.11 am 

CCFM 107.5 FM (The Greater Cape Town area from Melkbosstrand 
to Durbanville to Stellenbosch to Gordon’s bay from Muizenberg)  
Monday and Friday at 9:05, Saturday at 21:00, Sunday at 04:30, 
Sunday at 19:15

IF YOU LIVE IN CAPE TOWN , YOU 
CAN LISTEN TO FACE TO FACE ON:

www.ccfm.org.za

On-air 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, o�ering the 

best mix of contemporary 
Christian music and 

compelling chat, 
combined with up-to-

the-minute news, 
weather forecasts, tra�c 

and travel information.

hMMM...

When someone thinks that
To develop a holy life he must

be alone with God, he is no
longer of any use to others.

Oswald Chambers

Do not look where you fell,
but where you slipped.

African proverb

When your mouth stumbles,
it’s worse than your feet.

Martin Luther

Learn from the mistakes of
others - you can never live long

enough to make them all yourself.
Albert Schweitzer 

Opinions founded on
prejudice are always sustained

with the greatest violence.
Albert Einstein

I want to know God’s
thoughts… the rest are details.

Martin Luther 

God writes the Gospel not in the
Bible alone, but also on trees, and

in the flowers and 
clouds and stars.
African proverb

Justice is a temporary thing
that must at last come to an

end; but the conscience is
eternal and will never die.

Hebrew proverb
 

The only thing more expensive
than education is ignorance.

Benjamin Franklin

Example is not the main thing in
influencing others. It 

is the only thing.
Martin Luther 

 

I can’t believe that God
plays dice with the universe.

Albert Einstein

If we have no peace, it is
because we have forgotten that

we belong to each other.
Mother Teresa

When you come to the end of
your rope, tie a knot and hang on.

Franklin D. Roosevelt

You must go through the trial
before you have any right to

pronounce a verdict, because
by going through the trial you

learn to know God better.
Oswald Chambers 

 
When you come to the end of

your rope, tie a knot and hang on.
Franklin D. Roosevelt


