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Editorial

By Tim Maguire

When John Halford submitted the article ‘Blessed 
are the Dung Beetles’ it really got me thinking. I 
had recently been reading about a Taiwanese chap 
by the name of Mr. Wanchai, who started a paper-
making factory. The really cool bit about the story is 
the fact that instead of chopping down trees to get 
wood pulp, he uses elephant dung as the raw pulp 
product. He boils, processes, and then bleaches it, 
resulting in spotless white paper. (I’m glad I get to 
write this on a laptop!) 

It reminded me yet again of God’s awesome 
love. That he can take us, even while drowning in a 
cesspool of sin and apply his Son’s blood to us. We 
become white and spotless. No one is too dirty to 
be used by God, no act too vile to be unpardonable. 

This is the Gospel, as preached by Christ - the 
good news which we proclaim through this maga-
zine. Don’t ever let Satan con you that you are 
worthless and that you are too lost to be saved. 
From the foundations of the earth, God had a plan 

that included you and me as his adopted sons and 
daughters, as explained in Ephesians chapter 1. 

Christ died for every person who ever lived. The 
fact that some do not yet know it does not mean 
they have been excluded, just that they are as yet 
unaware of the fact. And that is why we are offering 
free subscriptions to this magazine - to help spread 
the good news of Jesus Christ. If you would like a 
free subscription to Face to Face Magazine, or know 
of someone who would appreciate receiving a free 
subscription, please send us your, and/or their 
details (see back page for how to subscribe) and we 
will happily add you to our subscriber list. There are 
no catches, no fine print and no gimmicks. Just a 
free magazine in your post box or email box for as 
long as you would like to keep receiving it.

Enjoy reading as you enter into a deeper, more 
personal relationship, and better understand the 
amazing love God has for each one of us.

Tim F2F
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OUR VISION

Face to Face seeks to inspire you to reach your 
full potential as you discover deeper insight into 
the purpose of living and relationships through 
an intimate bond with the Triune God.

OUR MISSION

1. Face to Face seeks to become a trustworthy 
Christian Media Ministry with a reputation 
for quality content, balanced theology and 
thought provoking articles and programmes.

2. Face to Face is committed to bringing a 
positive and practical Christian perspec-
tive on everyday issues facing ordinary 

people. Its content is biblically based, rela-
tional, inspirational and informative.

3. Face to Face undertakes to engage indi-
viduals from a wide range of national and 
cultural backgrounds. It seeks to reflect 
perspectives across these cultural bounda-
ries fairly, accurately and respectfully.

4. Face to Face seeks to inspire readers 
to embrace the gospel and live a 
grace-centred life in Jesus Christ.

5. Face to Face seeks to cultivate a coop-
erative and constructive engagement 
with leaders and communities across a 
broad spectrum of Christian faiths.
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Kruger National Park, South 
Africa: Like all visitors 
to this world famous wild 

life reserve, my friends and I 
hoped to see the “big five” – lions, 
leopards, cape buffalo, rhinoc-
eros and elephants. Well, we 
didn’t see any elephants, but we 
did see where they had been. 

Elephants need to eat three or four hundred 
pounds (180kg) of vegetation a day, and they have 
a “throughput” to match. That is a lot of manure, 
and presents quite a cleanup problem. 

That’s where the dung beetles come in. We 
noticed that some of the piles of dung along the 
roads were swarming with beetles. These little 
creatures, about one inch long (2.2cm), specialize 
in disposal. After the elephants have finished their 
part of the operation (I am trying to be discreet 
here), news gets around and the dung beetles 
arrive. Some have travelled several hundred yards 
to start work on a fresh deposit. Once on site, they 
use their forelegs to roll the dung into a ball about 
as big as themselves. Then they push, pull and 
maneuver their prize back home, where they eat 
some of it, give some to their young and bury the 
rest.  Then they go back for more. It isn’t much of 
a life, but the little beetles seemed happy enough. 
Dung disposal is their only trick, but it is a useful 
one. And we found it fascinating to watch.

After looking around carefully to make sure 
none of the big five were around, we got out of 
the truck for a better look. I dropped to my knees 
to get a close up photo – something you do with 
due care and attention by a large pile of elephant 
dung – and suddenly realized that perhaps that was 
an appropriate position. 

GOD’S INVISIBLE qUALITIES

We are naturally awed at the majesty and beauty 

of the big five, and the other spectacular examples 
of creation. One cannot be in the company of 
lions, buffalo, rhinoceros, herds of impala, grazing 
giraffes, basking hippos and the other stars of Afri-
ca’s awesome wildlife without that verse in Romans 
coming to mind. “For since the creation of the world 
God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and 
divine nature—have been clearly seen, being under-
stood from what has been made…” Romans 1:20

But there are lessons to be learned also from the 
smaller, humbler creatures. Dung beetles are never 
going to make the big five. But as they go about 
their humble task, they do teach us something of 
God’s “eternal power and divine nature.” 

We tend to look for evidence of God’s power to 
be demonstrated in whatever we might consider the 
spiritual big five – maybe healings and other mira-
cles, big, growing churches, natural phenomena of 
biblical proportions, fulfilled prophecies, or powerful 
preaching to huge audiences. Well, maybe.

God’s work is not always glam-
orous or spectacular, but he 

can be seen and heard in the 
little acts of humble service

But sometimes God shows us his divine nature 
even more eloquently in smaller, less dramatic 
ways. This was the lesson the prophet Elijah had to 
learn. Perhaps you remember the story in the Old 
Testament book of 1 Kings. In chapter 18, God used 
Elijah powerfully in a showdown with the pagan 
priests. Outnumbered 400 to one, Elijah emerged 
spectacularly triumphant, but shortly afterward 
found himself fleeing for his life. Discouraged and 
exhausted, cowering in a cave, he no doubt hoped 
God would once again intervene in a dramatic way. 

“I have been very zealous for the Lord God 
Almighty,” he pleaded. “The Israelites have rejected 
your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your 

By John Halford

Blessed 
are the  
Dung  
Beetles
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prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one 
left, and now they are trying to kill me too” (1 Kings 
19:10). 

God told him to go outside and watch.
“Then a great and powerful wind tore the moun-

tains apart and shattered the rocks before the 
Lord…” Ah, this was more like it. Except that “the 
Lord was not in the wind.” 

The display of what seemed to be an example of 
the “big five” continued. “After the wind there was 
an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earth-
quake”. 

“After the earthquake came a fire”. A tornado, 
an earthquake and a wildfire…surely God had a 
message for Elijah in all this. But no – “the Lord was 
not in the fire.” 

But then, “after the fire came a gentle whisper,” 
and in that gentle whisper, Elijah heard the voice 
of God. 

I thought of this story as I watched the dung 
beetles going about their humble task. An encounter 
with Kruger Park’s big five does take your breath 
away. A few minutes earlier we had come across a 
rhinoceros, almost as big as our car, grazing by the 
roadside. It gazed at us impassively for a while as 
we oohed and aahed, before it lumbered off into 
the bush.

By contrast, the dung beetles evoked more of a 
chuckle. There is something comical about them as 
they scurry about, shoving the (comparatively) huge 
balls of elephant dung back home. But these lowly 
specimens of the animal kingdom were performing 
a very valuable service. As the poet John Milton, 
struggling to come to terms with his blindness, 
wrote, “They also serve who only stand and wait.” 
Or push balls of dung around. 

FAME AND FORTUNE AT LAST?

In the last week of Jesus’ life, his disciples came 
to Jerusalem expecting big things from him. Surely 
the Master was about to show his true colors. A 
showdown with the Romans was imminent – the 
kingdom was coming, which would catapult them to 
fame and fortune. They were already arguing with 

each other about who would get what. But at the 
Last Supper, Jesus did the last thing they expected. 
He washed their feet. 

This was the task of the lowest slaves – the 
dung beetles of Roman society. The disciples were 
appalled, but Jesus knew what he was doing. 

”When he had finished washing their feet, he put 
on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you 
understand what I have done for you?” he asked 
them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly 
so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should 
wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example 
that you should do as I have done for you. Very truly I 
tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a 
messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now 
that you know these things, you will be blessed if you 
do them.”  (John 13:12-17)

Like those first disciples, we look to God to 
demonstrate his power in dramatic and decisive 
ways. But Jesus was showing us that that is not how 
the kingdom comes. It will one day, when God is 
ready. But until then, Jesus expects us to do what 
we can, where we can, and take advantage of the 
opportunities to serve as they present themselves. 
God’s work is not always glamorous or spectacular, 
but he can be seen and heard in the little acts of 
humble service, just as his eternal power and divine 
nature can be glimpsed in the labors of the dung 
beetles.

The noted British biologist JBS Haldane, who 
was an avowed atheist, was once asked whether 
studying biology had taught him anything about the 
Creator: “I’m really not sure,” he replied, somewhat 
tongue in cheek, “except that he must be inordi-
nately fond of beetles, because he made so many 
of them.”  

I think Haldane was right on this point, in spite of 
himself. I think God looks on the labors of his dung 
beetles with great appreciation. And perhaps God 
wants us to learn something from them too. F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey.

WHO IS THE GREATEST?
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I left Cape Town on 20th 
January 2011 for a  
business trip to Egypt.

 I had looked forward to this trip for some time, 
and although there would not be much time for 
sightseeing, I was determined to fit in a trip to the 
pyramids and the Egyptian Museum.

I stayed at the Sofitel El Gezirah hotel in Cairo, 
which is on the southern tip of an island in the Nile. 
From my room on the 15th floor I had an amazing 
view of the two bridges across the river, and the 
road that runs across the island to Tahrir Square 
and the Egyptian museum.

Cairo is an amazing mixture of sights, sounds, 
smells, traffic chaos and surprisingly, kindness. 
There are few traffic lights, no stop streets or pedes-
trian crossings, and where there is a two lane road, 
there will be at least three lines of vehicles. 

One day while driving through the city I saw an 
old man with a walking stick trying to cross the busy 
street. He slipped and fell backwards. The driver of 
my taxi and the one in front of mine both stopped 
and helped the old man to his feet and across the 
road. When we  resumed our journey I noticed in 
the rear view mirror that the driver was crying. As I 
put my hand on his shoulder, he said to me, “One 
day I will be old as well and I hope somebody will 
help me too.” I wondered if I would have stopped in 
a similar situation.

DEMONSTRATIONS BEGIN

I was soon to witness a different kind of chaos. 
Thousands of protesters took to the streets on the 
morning of 25 January. It seemed I would have 
to be content with a view of the pyramids from a 
distance, and the museum was definitely out of the 
question.

Little did I realise that the demonstration on 28 
January (Friday) would begin a chain of events that 
would require much prayer and intervention from 
God for me to be able to leave and return home.

Just after lunch on that day, I returned to my 
room and heard what sounded like fire crackers.  
From the balcony I saw that it was security police 
firing rubber bullets, tear gas and water cannons at 
thousands of demonstrators.

Thus began a series of frantic telephone calls 
to and from home, to and from the office, and 
the decision to not stay in Egypt until the 2nd of 
February, but to return home as soon as I could get 
an earlier flight.

My flight was moved up to the Sunday evening 
but by Saturday morning we realised that the situa-
tion was becoming more serious by the minute. The 
hotel was in curfew lock down in the evenings to 
keep the guests safe, the cell phone and internet 
networks were down and the only means of contact 
was via landline. 

Back home my wife Juanita asked everyone via 
Facebook and SMS to pray, and began searching 
for an earlier flight.  She was told that there were 
no other flights available.  Friends and family at 
home and overseas searched for flights, but there 
was nothing.

Then Juanita, prompted I believe by the Holy 
Spirit, phoned the original travel agent, and 
requested that she find any flight to any destination, 
regardless of cost, as soon as possible. The hotel 
requested guests to stay in the rooms as much as 
possible, so Saturday was a day filled with stress, 
prayer and patrolling the balcony to keep track with 
what was happening around me. Evening came and 
still no flight.

On Sunday morning I decided that although my 
booked flight was only at midnight, I would leave 
the hotel early to miss the demonstrators and go to 

By André de Vries

FLIGHT 
FROM 
EGYPT 

Civil unrest in Egypt as the people protest against President Hosni Mubarak

Photos taken by André de Vries
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the airport to wait.  On the way there I saw many 
burnt out security vehicles, cars, trucks and even an 
armoured tank.  I also passed many tanks on their 
way into Cairo.

At the airport there were hundreds of people 
milling around, and I later learned that many of 
them had already been there for a few days.  Luckily 
I was advised to take bottled water with me as there 
was no food or water available at the airport.

When I finally fought my way through the crowds 
to the airline I was booked on, I was told that all 
flights had been cancelled.

Juanita began her round of calling the travel 
agent, the local airport, the airline and the 
company I work for.  Thankfully the cell phone 
network in Cairo was up and running again on 
Sunday morning. Another answer to prayer was the 
travel agent phoning at midday to say that she had 
managed to get a booking on a flight to Istanbul, 
Turkey.  The flight was to leave Cairo at 14h00.  I 
had to then move to another queue to begin the 
process all over again. 

A HAND WRITTEN BOARDING PASS!

 The distressing thing was that the ticket agent was 
telling people that they would only accept persons 
with printed E-tickets.  All I had was a piece of paper 
with an E-ticket number and my details written on 
it, that Juanita gave me over the cell phone.  The 
next 6 people in front of me, even though they had 
e-tickets were shown away, one after the other, and 

were being told that the flight was over booked.  As 
I got to the front, another amazing thing happened.  
The computer system went down.  The agent asked 
for my e-ticket and I handed in my piece of paper.  
After looking me up and down I was given a hand 
written boarding pass.  

Thousands of protesters 
took to the streets on the 

morning of 25 January

Normal procedure would have been, if the 
computer system was up, to check if I was a preferred 
customer (I wasn’t), or if I was booked first class (I 
wasn’t), and then they would have shown me away 
as well.  It was now already 14h00 and I ran to get 
on board.  Miraculously the plane was delayed on 
the ground giving me time to get on board.  Eventu-
ally the flight departed at 17h00 to Istanbul and the 
relief was tangible in the air.

Juanita kept people up to date on Facebook and 
began thanksgiving prayers.  I thanked our Father 
for all his interventions.  I also would like to thank 
all my church family for their prayers for my safety, 
as well as the moral support Juanita received during 
this trying time in our lives. 

I learnt many lessons, but one of them is that 
God cares even about the smallest details of our 
lives. F2F

Jumping to ConClusions 

When my husband was a guest speaker at a church 
in Illinois many years ago, I sat in the congregation 
with some friends. Mel preached a very moving sermon, 
expounding point after point. I thought, “WOW! 
What a great sermon!” When your wife is impressed, 
it must be good. However, a young man sitting on the 
aisle in front of me did not share my enthusiasm. He 
looked rather distant and kept 
reading a magazine. Granted, it 
was a Christian magazine, but 
he obviously wasn’t impressed 
or interested in what Mel had 
to say. 

I sat there, getting more and 
more irritated. “How rude!” I 
thought. I tried not to glance at 
him, but my eyes kept drifting 
back in his direction. What was 
his problem? Didn’t he get it? 
Why bother to come to church? 

After church my friend 
said, “I’d like you to meet our 
newest member.” As she led me 
straight over to this disinterested fellow, she informed 
me, “Jeff is deaf and we don’t have anyone to sign 
for him yet, but he loves to come to church.” I also 
learned he could read lips if you spoke slowly, but not 
from a distance. 

The lesson I learned is—don’t jump to conclusions. 
Things are not always what they appear to be. 

Jumping to conclusions is like putting two and two 
together and getting five. When our minds race in 
the wrong direction, it can lead to false conclusions, 
stressful situations, flared tempers, and hurt feel-
ings. Maybe that’s why God says not to judge others. 
But another scripture comes to mind when I reflect 
on how quick I was to label Jeff as rude and unspir-

itual. It’s found in Philippians 
4:8, and reads: “Whatever is 
true, whatever is noble, whatever 
is right, whatever is pure, what-
ever is lovely, whatever is admi-
rable—if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy—think about such 
things.”

I think this extends beyond 
just thinking “good thoughts” 
in general. I think it includes 
trying to think the best of 
others instead of imputing 
motives, making assumptions, 
and jumping to conclusions. If 
we really want people to give us 

the benefit of the doubt, then we’d best do that for 
them (Luke 6:31). 

So I’m trying to take a closer look before jumping 
to conclusions. 

I could be leaping in the wrong direction. F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey

By Barbara Dahlgren
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I love visiting America.
I love meeting the friendly, 
helpful people.  I love the 

orderliness and cleanliness of the 
small towns.  I love the beauty and 
vastness of the countryside.  
But most of all I love Starbucks.

Huh? 
Yes, I love visiting a coffee shop called Starbucks.
Why?  Because they know my name.
But most of all I love Starbucks. Huh? 
Yes, I love visiting a coffee shop called Starbucks.
Why?  Because they 

know my name.
Just what am I talking 

about?  Well, the first time 
I walked into a Starbucks I 
heard the girl  behind the 
counter shout “Nick, here’s 
your coffee!” A young man 
waiting at a table quickly 
put down his magazine 
and eagerly walked over 
to the counter and took 
his steaming cup of coffee.  
Obviously, I thought, she 
knows Nick.  But then I heard 

“Warren – one espresso for 
you!” and “Carrie, here is 
your green tea latte....”

I couldn’t believe my ears. How did she know 
each customer’s name? Amazing! In all the coffee 
shops I’d been to I was just another customer, an 
insignificant nobody or worse - a number; “Number 
12 your order is ready!”

The mystery was solved when I placed my order 
for a double-tall skim latte. The friendly employee 
asked me for my name - and personalised my order 
by writing “Gordon” on the cup!  

Silly isn’t it? Well, not really. Many years ago 
Dale Carnegie authored a famous book entitled  
How to win friends and influence people. He wrote; 

“There is something special about hearing the sound 
of our names. Remember that a person’s name is to 
that person the sweetest and most important sound 
in any language.” When people know our name it 
makes us feel good. And when they call us by name 
in front of a crowd, we really feel special! We feel 
we belong. We feel welcome.

Have you ever been in a situation where someone 
forgot your name? Perhaps a situation where no 
one knew who you were – or even cared.  I would 
like to share some good news with you. The most 
important person who ever lived knows your name. 
His name is Jesus. He knows everything about you, 
cares for you and loves you just the way you are. 
Jesus knows your name. 

In John chapter 10 Jesus created a picture of a 
shepherd and his sheep to illustrate his unique rela-
tionship with us. The shepherd calls his own sheep 

by name and leads them 
out of the sheep pen 
(verse 3).

THE GOOD  
SHEPHERD  
kNOWS HIS SHEEP

When I see a flock of 
sheep I don’t see one 
particular sheep.  I see 
sheep.  They all look 
alike.  But the shepherd 
in this story sees each 
sheep individually and 
knows each one by 
name. “Do you see the 
one with the black ear, 

that’s Benjamin. And that one over there with the 
tiny horns, that’s Sheba. And this one with the 
broken leg; I’ve named her Rebecca.”  

Jesus continues with his teaching and in verse 14 
tells us that he is the good shepherd. This is great 
news!  We all need a shepherd to care for us and 
to guide us. But there is more. He also knows his 
sheep. The word “know” means much more than 
just knowing facts. “It implies a relationship of trust 
and intimacy.... The Shepherd is concerned for the 
sheep because they are his property and because 
he loves them individually/personally.”1 The word 

“know” is often used in the Bible to describe the 

By Gordon Green

I’ve got a 
name...and 
He knows it!  
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most intimate kind of loving relationship.  Our rela-
tionship with God is not only theological but personal. 
The Good Shepherd loves you. What’s your name? 
 
NOT JUST A FACE IN THE CROWD

Then Jesus makes this astonishing claim: In the same 
way that he knows (there’s that word again) the Father 
and the Father knows him, he knows you. How well does 
the Father know Jesus?  How well does Jesus know the 
Father? Perfectly. And He knows you perfectly. He knows 
your feelings. He knows your fears. He knows your pain. 
He deals with you as if you were the only one alive. Why? 
You are precious to him. You matter. You are of great value. 

You are not just a face in the crowd. You are not even 
just another customer in a coffee shop. You are not just 
another faceless person waiting in a queue trying to get 
God’s attention.  To him every face is different.  Every face 
is a story. He knows your name. “The one with long hair, 
that’s Jane. The one with the broken heart is Bill.” He 
knows everything about every one of us (Psalm 139; Psalm 
8:4). There’s no detail in your life He’s not interested in. 
God is not a remote and disinterested God.  He never 
looks at us and asks “Who are you?” Instead he says; “I 
have called you by name; you are mine” (Isaiah 43:1). 

Isn’t it comforting that the Lord of all the earth would 
care to know your name? He cares because he loves you. 
And, he loves you enough that he sacrificed his life for 
you – and for Jane and for Bill, for Lindiwe and for Rose 
and for Sipho.... F2F

1 Expositor’s Bible Commentary; The Gospel of John

When Were you saved?  

Before Christ was crucified, Peter was with him, 
eating, living, and interacting with him for at least 
three years. Yet, when crunch time came, Peter vigor-
ously denied his Lord three times. Along with all the 
other disciples, he fled into the night, 
leaving Jesus to face crucifixion alone. 

Three days later, the risen Christ 
appeared to these very disciples; 
those who had denied him and run 
away. Several days later he appeared 
to Peter, James, and John while they 
were casting nets from their fishing 
boat, inviting them to breakfast on 
the shore. 

Despite the faithlessness of Peter 
and the disciples, Jesus never stopped 
being faithful to them. 

Here’s a question. If we had to 
identify the precise moment when 
Peter was saved, what would we say?

Was he saved when Jesus first chose him as a 
disciple? Was it when Jesus said, “On this rock I will 
build my church”? Or when Peter said to Jesus, “You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God”? 

Was he saved at the moment when he was convinced 
of Jesus’ resurrection? Was it when Jesus appeared to 
the disciples on the shore and then asked Peter, “Do 
you love me?” and then told him, “Feed my sheep”? 
Or was it at Pentecost when the assembled group was 
filled with the Holy Spirit?

Or was it none of the above?
One thing we know: The Peter we see in Acts is 

definitely a believer—a bold and uncompromising 
one at that. But precisely when conversion happened, 
whether for Peter, or in comparison—ourselves, is not 
easy to pin down. We can’t say it happened at baptism. 

We get baptized because we believe, 
not before we believe. We can’t even 
say it happens at the moment of belief, 
because it is not our belief that saves 
us, it’s Jesus who saves us.

Paul says it this way in Ephesians 
2:4-9: “…because of his great love for 
us, God, who is rich in mercy, made 
us alive with Christ even when we 
were dead in transgressions—it is by 
grace you have been saved…. For it is 
by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God—not by works, so that 
no one can boast.”

The truth is, our salvation was secured by Jesus 
2000 years ago—in fact, from the foundation of the 
world—long before we ever made any decision. Our 
faith doesn’t save us, or cause God to change his 
mind about us. God always loved us and he will never 
stop loving us. We are saved by his grace, and for one 
reason only—because he loves us. When we believe, 
we are simply seeing for the first time the way things 
really are. We’re finding out the truth that God loves 
us, wants us and includes us in Jesus Christ. We’re 
finally walking in the Light, following the Author and 
Finisher of our faith, the Author of eternal salvation.

And that’s good news. F2F

By Joseph Tkach

“Who Am I” - Casting Crowns 

Who am I, that the Lord of all the earth
Would care to know my name
Would care to feel my hurt
Who am I, that the Bright and Morning Star
Would choose to light the way
For my ever wandering heart

Not because of who I am
But because of what You’ve done
Not because of what I’ve done
But because of who You’re 

I am a flower quickly fading
Here today and gone tomorrow
A wave tossed in the ocean
A vapor in the wind
Still You hear me when I’m calling
Lord, You catch me when I’m falling
And You’ve told me who I am
I am Yours, I am Yours

Who Am I, that the eyes that see my sin
Would look on me with love and watch me rise again
Who Am I, that the voice that calmed the sea
Would call out through the rain
And calm the storm in me

I am Yours
Whom shall I fear
Whom shall I fear
‘Cause I am Yours
I am Yours 

Print Licence Reference no. 1020. Who am I?
(Words and music by Mark Hall © 2003 Club 
Zoo Music/SWECS/My refuge Music)
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All of us have experienced 
fear at some point in our 
lives. For the most part 

fear can be a good thing, because 
it sets boundaries for us. 

Fear of being eaten alive for example, would 
prevent us from getting out of our cars in the 
Kruger National Park and walking up to a lion. 
Similarly a healthy fear 
of electrical shock would 
prevent us from sticking 
our fingers into an elec-
trical plug.

But what happens 
when the fear you have 
completely paralyses you? 
A fear like that will prevent 
you from doing things 
which are reasonably 
safe, or even of the utmost 
importance. 

Let’s say you have 
someone who is carrying 
vital medical supplies to 
a remote village in South 
Africa. In order to reach 
the village he has to cross 
a safe hanging bridge that spans the divide 
between two mountains and which is used by 
others daily. The only problem is that he suffers 
from Acrophobia (fear 
of heights). His fear is so 
great that he cannot bear 
looking over the edge of 
the cliff, let alone put his 
foot onto the hanging 
bridge. But if he doesn’t  
cross the bridge, someone 
in the village may die 
of a sickness that is very 
curable. 

In this example we see 
how fear can paralyse an 
individual. We understand 
that his fear is irrational, 
but for this person, there’s 
no escape from his stran-
glehold of fear.

Many of us suffer from 
spiritual fears that can be just as debilitating. 
Perhaps we fear we are not good enough to do 
God’s work - that when we commit to following 
the Holy Spirit, we will lose the comfortable 
lives we lead.  We also fear that doing God’s 
work will cause us emotional or physical pain 

because we will be forced to establish relation-
ships with people, and everyone knows that 
people just end up disappointing you.

As with the example of the hanging bridge, 
these fears can cause a spiritual paralysis. We 
might be committed Christians who understand 
the significance of Jesus’ sacrifice. We can even 
intellectually, grasp the fact that when we are 
born again the Holy Spirit starts to transform 
us to be more Christ-like, but we fail to act 
because of fear.

The apostle Paul says 
in Romans 8:15: “For you 
did not receive a spirit that 
makes you a slave again to 
fear, but you received the 
Spirit of sonship…” 

You see, we often forget 
that we are sons and 
daughters of a loving caring 
Father and that he is in 
charge. We forget that when 
we spread the good news of 
Jesus and do good deeds, 
we are not doing it because 
we are good enough, smart 
enough, strong enough or 
wise enough - because lets 
face it, we are not. 

We don’t do it because it will give us eternal 
life - because it won’t, or because we expect 
God to bless us with wealth and riches, because 

that might not happen too. 
The reason why we do it is 
because Christ is in us. 

He is transforming us day 
by day to be more like him. 
We can fight the Holy Spirit 
and decide not to do good 
works and not to spread the 
gospel, but the truth is that 
we are the ones who lose 
out. God wants to include 
each one of us in his plan 
of salvation for the human 
race. He wants to share the 
joys with you. He does not 
need you to do his bidding, 
but rather invites you into 
an intimate relationship 
with him.

Just like the man who has to cross the 
hanging bridge, you carry something with you 
that can save a person’s life. The Gospel is 
powerful medicine meant to treat a sick world.  
Don’t let your fears keep you from sharing in 
Gods divine plan. F2F

By Shaun de Greeff

FROZEN BY FEAR ?
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A few years ago while in a 
church in  Johannesburg, the 
youth debated the question 

of whether Christian youth should 
date people of different faiths.

 Someone brought up the example of Samson 
and Delilah in Judges 14: 3: “But his father and 
mother asked him, why do you have to go to those 
heathen Philistines to get a wife? Can’t you find a girl 
in our own clan among our people? But Samson said 
to his father, ‘she is the one I want you to get for me. 
I like her.’” (Good News 
Bible)

WE kNOW WHAT 
HAPPENED TO 
SAMSON. 

 A wise aunt from the 
congregation in Johan-
nesburg used to talk to 
us about these things, 
but I still saw nothing 
wrong with dating or 
being in a relationship 
with someone who is 
not a Christian.

One day I had a 
heart to heart talk with 
another aunt who I knew was having problems in 
her marriage. Relatives had been discussing the 
matter, and I had heard the whole story before. But 
after talking to her I realized something else. If she 
had known that her husband and his family believed 
in ancestor worship and African rituals, and if she 
knew that his mother was an inyanga, (Witch doctor), 
I do not think she would have married the man.

Her mother-in-law did not like her; she did every-
thing possible to annoy her hoping she would leave, 
but she stayed. Then she started getting sick. She 
was told she must become a sangoma to get well. It 
was the ancestor spirit in her that was making her 
sick. Her mother-in-law organized everything for 
her to be initiated as a sangoma, but she packed 
her bags and went home. She told her family that 
if her in-laws want their lobola money (bride price) 
returned, they should pay it back because she was 
not going back to her husband. She filed for divorce.

THE HUSBAND’S RELIGION

African customs prescribe that as a woman you 
are expected to adopt your husband’s religion. A 
neighbour of mine who was a Christian, was forced 
by her in-laws to accept that their family’s ancestry 
shrub (used for ancestor worship) should be planted 

in her backyard. She naturally objected to this, but 
her in-laws argued that her husband was the first-
born son, so it must be planted in her yard. They 
went ahead and planted it, and held their rituals 
and ceremonies in her yard.   

I know of a young lady who was raised in a 
Christian household, who had a baby with a non-
Christian guy. The guy and his family wanted to 
perform a ceremony for introducing the baby to the 
ancestors, as it was done when they were born. The 
lady’s family had a problem with that. Such things 
were never done in their family.

In a situation similar to the one above, a non-
Christian guy had a baby with a pastor’s daughter. 

I asked him whether he 
wanted his girlfriend 
to baptize the baby or 
if it mattered to him at 
all. He said he did not 
mind what they did, but 
when the time came 
for him and his family 
to do the family rituals 
and ceremonies for the 
baby, her family should 
accept it as well. I 
pointed out to him that 
they are Christians  and 
do not believe in those 
things. He asked me 
who is the baby’s father, 
what is the baby’s 

surname?  As far as he was concerned, that should 
have settled the matter. 

When dating someone whom you are attracted 
to, and with whom you share interests and see eye 
to eye with on lots of issues, religious beliefs can 
seem a minor concern. In fact the question may not 
even arise as you share time together, moving in 
the same circle of friends etc. But it is wise to know 
where your date’s values and beliefs are. It could 
have serious repercussions. In Paul’s second letter 
to the Corinthian church, he says: “Do not be yoked 
together with unbelievers…Or what fellowship can 
light have with darkness?” (verse 14).

 I am not saying Christians do not have problems 
in their marriages but when you have different faiths 
it’s even more difficult. When a baby is born the non 
Christian partner will want to perform rituals that 
were done when he or she was born. As a Christian 
this would obviously cause a huge problem because 
you do not believe in those things.

As young people, when we are dating we need 
to ask ourselves the question: If this guy/girl does 
not believe in God- if he/she does not worship God, 
who does he/she believe in, and who does he/she 
worship?

 It could be vitally important to your future. F2F

By Musiiwa Faye Ngwana

DATING NON-CHRISTIANS
IS IT OK FOR CHURCH YOUTH? 
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Besides my wife and my three 
beautiful daughters, the next 
most important woman in 

my life is ‘Gertrude’ my GPS, a 
companion on my travels and an 
invaluable help when I’m lost.

Recently I was travelling down a track in Mozam-
bique, and the road got really rough! Potholes 
turned to dongas and soft sand turned to mud. 
The road closed in from both sides and I couldn’t 
see more than a few metres ahead of me. I really 
started wondering if I could continue on the path 
Gertrude had chosen for me. I kept wondering if 
I had misread her, and she kept assuring me that 
the road would improve just a little further on. On 
more than one occasion I considered turning back. 
But then I would remember the value of where I was 
going and push on. Eventually the track did join up 
with a main road and in due course I arrived at my 
destination. 

Our loving God promises to guide us through 
life, if only we decide to follow his prompting. Psalm 
48:14 describes to us how “God is our God for ever 
and ever; he will be our guide even to the end.” If 
I could put so much trust in a very simple piece of 
electronic equipment, how much more should I 
completely trust the creator and sustainer of life? 
Nowhere does God promise us an easy path, but 
troubles in this world (John 16:33). Even with God 
at your side, life is tough!  Only if we learn to place 
our trust in him completely, and endure the rough 
road that at times he allows us to walk, can we be 
sure that we will arrive at our ultimate destination. 
We will finish the race, claim our prize, and spend 
an eternity looking back and marvelling at the fact 
that we ever doubted him.

DESTINATION ETERNITY

Another thing that never ceases to amaze me is 

that I can programme into Gertrude any destination 
in Southern Africa, and she will take me there. What 
I find really incredible though, is that once my desti-
nation is programmed into her, no matter where I 
go or how many wrong turns I take along the way, 
she simply redirects me and plots out a new route, 
back to my original destination. Gertrude sees the 
big picture. She knows all the possibilities, all the 
twists and turns and dead ends. She guides me 
around obstacles and takes me along the best route. 
She also knows every time that I take a wrong turn, 
and patiently leads me back towards my destination.

  We need to remember that we are sojourners, 
and that our citizenship and destination is not of 
this world.  In Philippians 3:14 we read “I press on 
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

King David claims that God has made known to 
him the path of life. (Psalm 16:11) 

In John 3:16 we see God’s love for the world and 
His plan of salvation for you and I and everyone 
else who has ever lived. He sent his Son to die 
for us so that if we believe in him, we will inherit 
eternal life. That is God’s desire for us. “In love he 
predestined us to be adopted as his sons through 
Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and 
will.” (Ephesians 1:4-5 emphasis mine). This is the 
eternal destination that he has programmed into 
us. We are the adopted children of God and he is 
just waiting to welcome into his home, those who 
choose to accept his offer.

Another thing my male pride appreciates about 
Gertrude, is that she will never force me to take 
the path she has chosen for me. She will guide me 
by recommending a route, but will never force me 
to do it her way. My free will remains intact. I can 
choose to ignore her if i like, just as I can God. I 
can even turn her off. I have done that on occasion 
and have regretted it every time, when I have had 
to backtrack or take a much more difficult path than 
that which she had originally plotted out for me. 

However she still knows exactly where I am at 
all times, and never gives up on me. As soon as 

By Tim Maguire

WHAT A FRIEND I 
HAVE IN GERTRUDE 

continued on pg 14
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What comes to 
mind when 
you think 

about blessings?  Do 
you think of the things 
you have such as a car, 
a house of your own 
or a job you love? 

 Do you think about people in your 
life, like your well behaved children, 
a loving spouse, a dear friend who 
is always there for you, or a good 
neighbour?

What about the opposite of 
these? If you have a job that you 
are unhappy in, but it pays the rent 
and puts food on the table, is that 
job then not a blessing?  The factory  
worker who  has just lost his, will 
see you as a greatly blessed person 
compared to himself. If you have 
children who disappoint you, are they 
not a blessing anymore?  The child-
less woman envies you, troubles and 
all.

To my shame I have, during a 
difficult trial in my life, caught myself  
being jealous of a Christian friend’s 
blessing instead of sharing in her joy. 
It was because I felt very much not 
blessed at that time in my life.  People 
who did not know of my distress then, 
would have looked at my loving 
husband and children and my house 
and my job and thought I must be 
one of God’s favourites.

TAkEN FOR GRANTED

Some thoughts come to mind 
concerning blessings. Firstly, the 
subject of blessings is not a simple 
one. Blessings are a very personal 
experience, relative to your life and 
situation. But most importantly, we 
often take blessings for granted. 

 We look at the big stuff that the 
world sees as blessings and are blind 
to the richness of the things God 
showers on us daily.  We also tend to 
compare our blessings, or perceived 
lack thereof, with others. Like child-
ren, we always have to make sure 
the other one does not get a half a 

millimetre bigger slice of cake than 
we do!  In this way we are not open 
to the joy of the blessings that we do 
have.

I want to highlight just four of the 
amazing blessings God bestows on 
all of his children, everyday, without 
favouritism.  They are the ones we so 
easily take for granted.

LET’S START WITH THE  
BLESSING OF FORGIVENESS

 The relief and joy in a human 
relationship when a loved one is 
willing to forgive you a mistake, is 
one of the richest blessings in the 
human experience.  To comprehend 
the full extent of the blessing in God’s 
forgiveness and salvation is actually 
impossible.  All of the meaning of 
our lives and the hope that we have, 
through anything that comes our way, 
lies in the forgiveness God brought us 
through the sacrifice of his son, Jesus. 

“When you were dead in your sins and 
in the uncircumcision of your sinful 
nature, God made you alive in Christ” 
(Colossians 2:13)

ANOTHER BLESSING IS THE  
BLESSING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.  

When Jesus spoke to His disciples 
of his imminent departure, he said 

“I will ask the Father and he will give 
you another counsellor to be with 
you forever, the Spirit of truth” (John 
14:16).  In verse 26 he says:” The Holy 
Spirit will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said 
to you.”

In Romans 8:26 we learn that the 
Holy Spirit even helps us to pray.  “We 
do not know what we ought to pray 
for, but the Spirit himself intercedes 
for us with groans that words cannot 
express.” He is God in us, our coun-
sellor, teacher, comforter and inter-
cessor.

The extent of this blessing is far 
more than can be given justice to in 
this article.

THEN THERE IS THE  
BLESSING OF PRAYER.  

If you want a quick word with 
Queen Elizabeth or Mr. Jacob Zuma, 

By Chrisna Labuschagne

From God  
with love    
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there is a myriad of procedures you 
have to go through, and then you and 
I most probably will be denied.  Do we 
understand what it means to have direct 
access to the living God – any time, for 
as long as you want, and you can tell 
him absolutely anything? If you want 
to just mope and share your troubles 
with him, he will not sigh or look at his 
watch and roll his eyes towards heaven.  
You can even tell him that you are angry 
with him and he will not turn away from 
you. He actually longs for you to talk to 
him about all your joys and your heart-
aches, your fears and your doubts – all 
of it. “Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in everything, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests 
to God.  And the peace of God which 
transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus”(Philippians 4:6,7).

What a blessing!

FINALLY THERE IS THE  
BLESSING OF CREATION. 

 Just think about God’s good 
morning and good night greetings to 
his children in the mind-blowing beauty 
of sunrise and sunset every day, the 
wonders of the sea and the design in 
a snowflake; the indescribable joy of a 
newborn baby and the awesomeness 

of how the five senses work together to 
enable us to enjoy all these wonders.

  Whenever we feel the stress of 
daily living sweeping us off our feet, we 
can stand still and bathe ourselves in 
the wonder and beauty of creation, and 
be reminded that we ourselves are the 
crown of his creation. The effect that 
spending time in nature has on the 
mind, body and spirit is a blessing in 
itself. We can only sing God’s praises 
for it like the writer of Psalm 139:14: “I 
praise you because I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made – Your works are 
wonderful, I know that full well.”

There is the blessing of God’s char-
acter that never changes, the blessing 
of his learning about him,  the blessing 
of his word - faith, joy, hope, and many 
more.

We can never fully comprehend in 
this life, the depth, extent and richness 
of the blessings God lavishes on us. No 
earthly blessings can even begin to 
compare with it.

Let’s remember Ephesians 1:3: 
“Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ who has blessed us in 
the heavenly realms with every spiritual 
blessing in Christ.”

May we look at our blessings with 
new eyes, daily awareness and deeper 
appreciation. F2F

I’m willing to start listening again, she continues to 
patiently guide me. 

When the Israelites left Egypt, their destination 
was the Promised Land. The distance was only about 
400kms, or a month’s journey on foot. Instead of 
trusting God implicitly, the Israelites tested him at 
every turn. Although he became annoyed by their 
doubting and disobedience God continued to 
walk alongside and guide them, even though they 
wandered through the wilderness for 40 years! 

HE ACTIVELY SEARCHES

Not unlike the Israelites, we sometimes fail to 
heed Gods advice and do not take the route recom-
mended by him. Instead we try to find our own way 
through life and face unnecessary hardship and 
pain. Satan would love us to believe that when 
we do turn aside and take a path that God hasn’t 
planned for us, that he turns from us and leaves 
us to muddle through life on our own. Through the 
parables of the lost sheep and coin and then that 
of the prodigal son Christ gives us an insight into 
God’s unfailing love and commitment towards us. 
He actively searches for us when we go astray, and 
all of heaven rejoices when we turn back to him. 
(Luke 15). Neither God nor Gertrude ever get to the 
point where “you can’t get there from here” After 
doing things his own way at times, King David even-
tually came to the following conclusion: 

“I’m an open book to you; even from a distance, 
you know what I’m thinking.

You know when I leave and when I get back; I’m 
never out of your sight. You know everything I’m going 
to say before I start the first sentence. I look behind 
me and you’re there, then up ahead and you’re there, 
too-- your reassuring presence, coming and going. 
This is too much, too wonderful-- I can’t take it all in! 
Is there any place I can go to avoid your Spirit? to be 
out of your sight? If I climb to the sky, you’re there! 
If I go underground, you’re there! If I flew on morn-
ing’s wings to the far western horizon,You’d find me 
in a minute-- you’re already there waiting!” (Psalm 
139:2-10 Msg.)

Love isn’t just one of God’s characteristics, love 
is God’s default. He has proved by dying on a 
cross that he will do whatever it takes to save us. 
Nothing that we do, no path that we follow can ever 
change that love. He is the Father, standing at the 
gate, scanning the horizon, looking for his lost sons 
and daughters, hoping with all his heart that we 
will return to his waiting outstretched arms. As with 
Gertrude, he never tires of, nor gives up on us. He 
never forces his will onto us, and no matter where 
we have been or how dirty we are from taking roads 
we shouldn’t have,  it remains his desire that we 
turn to him and live up to our potential of being  his 
sons and daughters . It’s never too late to let him 
take you by the hand and lead you into the family 
mansion. F2F

continued from pg 12
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Anyone who has been on a domestic airline 
flight in recent years knows that our cash-strapped 
airlines rarely serve meals. These days, all you are 
likely to get is a small bag of peanuts. 

The peanuts come in small plastic packets, which 
can be really hard to open. You can’t tear them and 
since you aren’t allowed to carry knives on board 
you can’t cut them either. Sometimes these bags 
have a little nick in the edge, which allows you to 
get a start. 

But until you find that nick, it’s as if those 
peanuts are locked up in Fort Knox…or for a biblical 
reference, as if they were behind the curtain that 
separated the Holy of Holies from the rest of the 
Jerusalem Temple in Jesus’ day.   

The Temple was 
designed to remind 
people that their 
sins had cut them off 
from God. The part 
of the Temple called 
the Holy of Holies 
was a forbidden 
inner sanctum, which 
contained the Ark of 
the Covenant and the 
Mercy Seat, repre-
senting the throne 
of God. The Holy of 
Holies was veiled from 
public view by a thick curtain that stretched from 
floor to ceiling. 

Only once a year was anyone allowed behind that 
veil.  Even then, only the High Priest was allowed to 
enter, in order to perform a set of prescribed rituals. 
If the High Priest, or anyone else, went in for any 
other reason or at any other time, they were struck 
dead. It sounds harsh, but God was making a point 
in those Old Covenant days – sinners were personae 
non grata in the presence of the Holy One. 

 But the Gospels tell us that at the precise moment 
Jesus died, the veil in the Temple was miraculously 
torn apart, from top to bottom. The Holy of Holies 
then lay exposed with the Mercy Seat in full view. 
I‘m sure horrified priests rushed to repair the veil, 
but the point had been made -- Jesus Christ, the 

Son of God and great High Priest of our salvation, 
had sacrificed himself for humanity and thereby 
cleared the way for all to have access to the Mercy 
Seat of God. 

We know that, but somehow we have a lot of 
trouble believing it. We still think we must try to be 
good enough, or must do something to earn God’s 
grace. 

It is as if Jesus, through his death and resurrec-
tion, only put a nick in the edge of the curtain, to 
get us started, but we still have to go to the effort of 
pulling it apart. So we go through all sorts of spir-
itual calisthenics, hoping to build up the strength to 
rip open the curtain the rest of the way. 

But we can’t. 
Nothing we can do will 
break down the spir-
itual barrier. Even the 
most noble among us 
are not good enough. 
But the good news is 
that there is nothing 
we have to do. When 
Jesus gave himself for 
us, everything that 
needed to be done – 
everything that could 
possibly be done – was 
done, was finished, to 
open up the throne 

of grace, mercy, and forgiveness. The curtain that 
separated the Mercy Seat from the people was not 
just nicked, or a corner lifted; it was ripped violently 
apart from top to bottom.

The priests of Jesus’ day, blind to the meaning 
behind what had happened, sealed off the Holy 
of Holies again. But they could not close off the 
permanent access given to the real throne of God. 
That’s why the epistle to the Hebrews reminds us 
in chapter 4, verse 16, “Let us come boldly to the 
throne of our gracious God. There we will receive 
his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we 
need it.” 

Any other approach gets us precisely what a 
battle with a tough, little tear-resistant bag gets us: 
nothing but peanuts. F2F

By Joseph Tkach

peanuts and grace 
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Have you ever heard that 
God is incapable of 
reaching those who do not 

become believers before they die? 
It’s a cruel and destructive doctrine, and its 

so-called “proof” is a single verse in the parable 
known as Lazarus and the Rich Man. But like all of 
Scripture, the parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man 
falls within a particular context and needs to be 
understood in that context. 

It is always bad business to base a doctrine on 
one verse alone, and 
especially on a verse 
in a story designed to 
make a different point 
altogether. Jesus told 
the parable of Lazarus 
and the Rich Man for 
two reasons:  

1) to expose and 
condemn the refusal of 
the leaders of Israel to 
believe in him, and

2) to reverse 
common assumptions 
about riches being a 
sign of God’s favour 
and poverty being 
proof of God’s disfa-
vour.

Lazarus and the Rich 
Man is the final parable 
of five that Jesus told in 
response to a group of 
Pharisees and scribes 
who, being lovers of 
money and self-impor-
tance, were disgruntled 
over the fact that Jesus 
welcomed sinners and 
ate with them (Luke 
15:1 and 16:14). First, 
Jesus told three para-
bles, The Shepherd 
Who Rejoices Over 
Finding His Lost Sheep, The Woman Who Rejoices 
Over Finding Her Lost Coin, and The Father Who 
Rejoices Over Finding His Lost Son.

In telling these three parables, Jesus wanted the 
tax collectors and sinners, as well as the grumbling 
Pharisees and scribes who believed they had no 
need of repentance, to know that “there will be more 
rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than 
over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need 

to repent” (Luke 15:7). But there’s more.
Jesus moves to the fourth story, the dishonest 

manager (Luke 16:1-14). Its point: If you love 
money, as the Pharisees did, you will not love God. 
Jesus then pointedly told the Pharisees, “You are the 
ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of others, but 
God knows your hearts. What people value highly is 
detestable in God’s sight” (verse 15).

The Law and the Prophets stand as witnesses, 
Jesus told them, that the kingdom of God has 
arrived and that everyone is urgently piling into it 
(verses 16-17). His implied message: “Because you 
prize the things of men, not the things of God, you 
are rejecting God’s urgent summons to enter his 

kingdom, which can be 
done only through me.”

Then in verse 18, 
Jesus implied that 
the Jewish religious 
leaders have “divorced” 
themselves from the 
Law and the Prophets, 
which witness to 
him, and in so doing 
have rejected God. 
(Compare Jeremiah 
3:6.)

Then, beginning in 
verse 19, in the context 
of the previous four 
parables, Jesus told 
the story of Lazarus 
and the Rich Man.

A TALE OF  
UNBELIEF

There are three 
characters in the story. 
First is the rich man 
(representing the Phar-
isees who love money), 
then the miserable 
beggar Lazarus (repre-
senting a class of 
people despised by the 
Pharisees), and finally, 

Abraham (whose bosom or lap was a Jewish symbol 
of comfort and peace in the afterlife).

In the story, the beggar Lazarus dies. But Jesus 
surprises the listeners by saying that “the angels 
carried him to Abraham’s side” (verse 22). That was 
exactly the opposite of what the Pharisees expected 
would happen to a man like Lazarus. They believed 
that people like Lazarus were poor and diseased 
beggars because they were under God’s curse, and 
therefore they believed that such people go to be 

By J Michael Feazell

Lazarus and the rich 
man -A tale of unbelief

Illustration by Arnolda de Greeff
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tormented in Hades when they die.
“Not so,” Jesus is telling them. “Your worldview 

is upside down. You know nothing of my Father’s 
kingdom. Not only are you wrong about how my 
Father feels about the beggar, but you are wrong 
about how my Father feels about you.”

Jesus completes the surprise by telling them that 
the rich man also died and was buried, but he, not 
the beggar, is the one who found himself being 
tormented in Hades. The rich man looked up and 
saw Abraham far off with none other than Lazarus 
by his side. He cried out, “Father Abraham, have pity 
on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in 
water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in 
this fire” (verses 23-24).

But Abraham had news for the rich man. He tells 
him in essence, “All your life you loved riches and 
had no time for the likes of Lazarus. But I do have 
time for the likes of Lazarus, and now he is with me, 
and you have nothing.” And then comes the verse 
that is so often torn out of context: “Besides all this, 
between us and you a great chasm has been set in 
place, so that those who want to go from here to 
you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there 
to us” (Luke 16:26).

HERE AND THERE

Have you ever wondered why anybody could 
possibly want to pass from “here to you”? It is 
obvious why someone might want to cross from 

“there to us,” but from “here to you” makes no sense. 
Or does it? Abraham began his words to the rich 
man by addressing him as “son,” then points out to 
him that not even those who might want to get to 
him are able to—because of the great chasm.

But the underlying revelation in this story is that, 
in fact, there is one who crosses chasms for the sake 
of sinners.

THE BRIDGE ACROSS THE CHASM

God gave his Son for all sinners, not just for 
sinners like Lazarus, but for sinners like the rich 
man, too (John 3:16-17).

But the rich man, a symbol of the Pharisees and 
the scribes who gathered to condemn Jesus, didn’t 
want the Son of God.

The rich man wanted what he always wanted—
his own comfort at the expense of others. Jesus’ 
condemnation of the unbelief of the Pharisees in 
this story concludes with the rich man arguing that 
if someone would warn his brothers, they would not 
come into the place where he was. But Abraham 
points out, “They have Moses and the Prophets; let 
them listen to them” (verse 29). Jesus had already 
told them (see verses 16-17) that the Law and 
Prophets are a testimony to him, a testimony they 
had rejected (compare John 5:45-47 and Luke 
24:44-47).

“No, father Abraham” the rich man responded, 
“but if someone from the dead goes to them, they 
will repent” (Luke 16:30). Abraham responds, “If 
they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they 
will not be convinced even if someone rises from the 
dead” (verse 31). And they weren’t convinced; the 
Pharisees, scribes and chief priests who conspired to 
have Jesus crucified also conspired to have soldiers 
lie about his resurrection (Matthew 27:62-66), and 

proceeded to persecute and kill those who became 
believers.

MISSING THE POINT

Jesus did not tell this parable to paint us a 
portrait of heaven and hell. It is a parable of judg-
ment against the unbelieving religious leadership of 
the time, and unkind, selfish rich people of all times. 
Jesus uses the common Jewish imagery of the after-
life (that of Hades for the wicked and “being with 
Abraham” for the righteous) as a literary backdrop 
to make the point. In this parable Jesus was not 
commenting on the validity or accuracy of Jewish 
imagery of the afterlife; he was simply using that 
imagery as scenery for his story.

Jesus’ focus was not to satisfy our itching curi-
osities about what heaven and hell are like. His 
priority is to let us in on God’s secrets (Romans 
16:25; Ephesians 1:9, etc.), the mystery of the ages 
(Ephesians 3:4-5)—that in him, Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God incarnate, God has always been recon-
ciling the world to himself (2 Corinthians 5:19). Our 
preoccupation with the details of the afterlife can 
only lead us away from the very point missed by the 
rich man in the story: Believe in the One who came 
back from the dead. F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey

qUESTION: Who are the “144,000” mentioned 
in the book of Revelation?

ANSWER: In vision, John saw 144,000 
people who were sealed with the Father’s name 
on their forehead (Rev. 7:4; 14:1). This number 
(12 times 12 times 1,000) is symbolic; the group 
that John saw represented all who are faithful, 
and the “seal” symbolizes that every believer is 
safe in the hands of God.

The faithful are described as “virgins” (Rev. 
14:4), which denotes spiritual faithfulness in the 
sense of not turning away from God.

qUESTION: How are the “two witnesses” in 
Revelation 11 to be understood?

ANSWER: Throughout the history of the 
church, commentators have interpreted the 
two witnesses of Revelation 11 in various ways, 
including as two actual people who prophesy 
before Jesus’ return. Similar imagery from 
Zechariah 4 describes them as servants of God. 
They can also be symbolically modelled after 
Moses and Elijah, who exhibited similar powers 
historically.

Revelation pictures the church as a martyr 
church. It is the souls under the altar, representing 
the church, who were “slain because of the word 
of God and the testimony they had maintained” 
(6:9). The same is true of the two witnesses; 
they are martyred for their testimony (11:7). In 
this sense, the two witnesses are symbols of the 
entire witnessing church. Their invulnerability 
until their appointed time of death, resurrection 
and vindication denotes the ultimate triumph of 
the gospel over all obstacles.

Q&a
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One summer night I sat in 
our small backyard in a 
comfortable reclining chair 

and looked at the star-studded sky. 
I was reminded of a scripture I had recently 

read in Psalm 8: “When I consider the work of your 
fingers, the moon and stars which you have set in 
place, what is man that you are mindful of him?” I 
had been studying the Bible for some time, but was 
still undecided about where it was taking me.

I closed my eyes and drifted into an imaginary 
tour of the solar system, led by a Guide who seemed 
to know everything about astronomy. He showed 
me each of the planets, from white hot Mercury to 
distant Uranus and Neptune.  All but one looked 
barren and deserted. But the third planet from the 
sun was something else. It was like a jewel floating 
in space, blue with swirling bands of white cloud. I 
asked my Guide why it was different from the others.

“If you would really like to understand, let’s sit 
here, and I will tell you the story of planet earth,” 
he said.

Immediately we zoomed in for a closer look, and 
I could see the outlines of the continents. The ice 
caps shone brilliantly in the sunlight, making it even 
more beautiful.

I was at a loss for words, but could only mumble 
“awesome, magnificent, wonderful.”

“ Ye s , 

said my Guide, “but wait and I’ll show you some 
more.”

We zoomed in closer and I saw snow-capped 
mountains, dense green rain forests, deserts, farm 
lands and cities.

“Now let’s look into the lives of some of the 
people I created,” he said.

Next we were inside a magnificent cathedral. 
The congregation rose to their feet as the first stir-
ring notes of the wedding march sounded from 
the organ. My spirits soared as I watched the bride 
walking slowly down the aisle accompanied by her 
father.  It was clearly an occasion for great rejoicing.

“Wow, this is fabulous. What else are we going 
to see?”

“Well,” said my Guide. “Now I’m going to show 
you something different.” 

In an instant we were transported to a slum on 
the outskirts of a large city. There were  piles of filthy 
rubbish, a disgusting stench, and worst of all, little 
children were playing in that environment. It was 
almost too much to bear. 

“How did it get to this?” I almost sobbed. “And 
what will happen to those children? How will they 
grow up?”

“A few will break free from those conditions, but 
sadly most will remain where they are, and many 
will turn to crime.”

Next we were inside a beautiful house – two 
unseen observers of luxury and wealth. A family 
of five sat around a table while a gourmet meal 
was served by a smartly dressed maid. I suddenly 

thought of an old song called The sounds of 
silence. It seemed to fit the occasion.

What’s the problem here?” I asked 
uncertainly.

“Oh, there are quite a few 
problems. There is no dinner-

time conversation because 
each of them is going their 
own separate way. Mother 
is off to a political party 
meeting, and is hoping to 
be nominated as a candi-
date. The two teenage 
girls are going to meet 
friends, and from there 
they will go ‘clubbing,’ 
where they will be 
introduced to several 
alternatives to being 
‘bored.’ They’ve been 
warned at school 
about the dangers 
of these things, but 

By Hilary Jacobs

FROM A DISTANCE 
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they are determined to decide for themselves. The 
young brother can’t wait for everyone to leave so 
he can log on to a porn site on the internet. He 
will download some of this on to his cell phone and 
show it to his friends at school. He really wants to 
‘belong’ to a certain group, and he’s sure this will 
be his passport to inclusion. The whole family thinks 
Father is going back to the office to work late, but 
he’s actually got a date 
with his secretary.”

“How sickening,” I 
thought, but couldn’t find 
words. 

In a flash we were in a 
desert somewhere in North 
Africa. Truckloads of people 
were being transported 
along a dusty windswept 
road while aircraft over-
head rained down missiles 
and bullets on the vehicles. 
The screams and shrieks 
of injured people were 
heartrending, and I buried 
my head in my hands, sick 
to the stomach at what I 
saw and heard.

Then there was silence, and we were back in 
space looking at this beautiful jewel of a planet 
from a distance. 

“So beautiful, yet so horrible!...why?” My voice 
trailed off.  I couldn’t think anymore.

My Guide looked at me thoughtfully for a few 
moments. Then he spoke 
quietly but intensely.

“When I created human 
beings, I offered to teach 
them a way of life that 
would produce happiness, 
peace and success.  But they 
refused – they thought they 
knew better. Later I chose 
a special group of people 
and gave them detailed 
instructions on how to live, 
but they also disobeyed 
and failed repeatedly, 
though I forgave them time 
and again. Finally I offered 
them peace and deliver-
ance from evil by sending 
my own precious Son, who lived among them, and 
preached my love and forgiveness to them. If only 
they had listened to him, but, as you can guess by 
now, they knew better. Finally, they killed him in the 
most cruel and shameful way.”

“Is there going to be no end to all this horror?” 
I asked. “Is there no way people will listen to you 
and learn to live in peace? I mean…it’s so obvious 
everything’s in a mess and it’s getting worse all the 
time. Are you ever going to stop this misery?” My 

voice rose to a pitch. What more could I say? 
“Oh yes! I am going to restore this beautiful 

planet to the magnificent harmony I first intended 
it to have. Then it will look beautiful from both near 
and far.”

I brightened up. “That really is good news,” I 
said. How is this going to happen, and when?”

“I’ll tell you how” said my Guide. My Son didn’t 
die for nothing. He rose 
from the dead three days 
after he was killed, and 
appeared to quite a number 
of people, sufficient times 
to convince them he was 
alive. In sacrificing his life, 
he paid the price for all the 
sins and wrongdoings of 
every human everywhere. 

“At exactly the right time 
– and only I know when this 
will be – he will return to 
earth in power and glory to 
reign over all people. There 
will be no more crying and 
mourning – no more tears 

or suffering. Everyone will be eager to learn his 
ways and there will be great joy and happiness on 
earth. This is the way I meant it to be.”

“And what about all those people we just saw?” 
Will they be there too?”

“ When I say I will restore all things, I mean just 
that. All things, and my offer is to all people,” said 
my Guide. I want no one excluded.”

“But how?” I asked. My 
Guide just smiled enigmati-
cally. 

“And in the meantime…?” 
“In the meantime, my Son 

has some faithful followers 
on earth, who look forward 
to his coming. They now live 
their lives as testimony to 
their fellow human beings 
that there is another way to 
live – the way I showed at 
the beginning.’    

“Fantastic! Can I become 
a follower of your Son?”

“I hoped you would ask 
that. Of course! You are 

already getting to know him by studying my Book. 
He is looking for people like you who will make the 
commitment to follow him, and to join him in our 
work of restoring this beautiful planet and its crea-
tion to all it can be.

I had a sudden thought. “What else are you 
planning for humans?” 

Once again my Guide smiled broadly and I think 
I saw a twinkle in his eye as he replied, “Much more 
than you can possibly imagine.” F2F
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What a painful memory, 
even after two decades!  I 
vividly recall how I had 

accidentally dragged the lawn-
mower over my foot while cutting 
the lawn and hobbled across to 
my neighbour’s house for help.  
She took one look at my foot, 
bundled me into her small Golf 
car and rushed me to hospital. 

  I can still see the gruesome image of my foot 
perched on the dashboard while my entire body 
literally pounded in excruciating agony, as the raw 
nerve endings of my shredded toes lay helplessly 
exposed to the elements.  It felt as though every 
nerve and cell in my body was on fire!

In the weeks and months that ensued I couldn’t 
help but feel empathy towards the hundreds of 
thousands of people who have suffered horrific 
trauma at the cruel hands of others or as a result of 
a terrible accident.  I also became intensely aware 
of the vast difference between thinking about and 
praying for the suffering of others and the reality of 
relating to their indescribable pain through one’s 
own personal experience of suffering.

It does beg the question ‘why does a loving God 
allow pain?’  What about the trauma of emotional 
and psychological pain as you grieve at the loss of a 
loved one or face the scary ordeal of a major illness 
or feel distressed at the hurtful betrayal of a close 
friend.  How many times have you tried to grapple 
with the question of suffering, which appears to 
be integrally woven into the fabric of our human 
experience?

There are certainly more questions than answers 
to this most perplexing reality of our earthly 
pilgrimage.  It is interesting to observe how agony 
appears to prevail over ecstasy in the lives of many 
of God’s servants throughout the scriptures.  Yet 
they inspire us with strength, hope and courage 
even in the midst of adversity.

YOU WILL SUFFER TRIBULATION 

Firstly, we need to understand that God, has not 
offered us a life of comfort and ease.  Paul says in 
Acts 14:22, “We must go through many hardships 
to enter the Kingdom of God.”  Jesus encourages 
us to view trials courageously, knowing that he too 
suffered during his human life.  “I have told you 
these things so that in me you may have peace. In 
this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I 
have overcome the world” (John 16:33).

PERSEVERANCE, CHARACTER AND HOPE

Paul expands further on this theme in Romans 
5:3: “but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because 
we know that suffering produces perseverance; 
perseverance, character, and character hope.  And 
hope does not disappoint us, because God has 
poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 
whom he has given us.”  This gives some perspec-
tive on how your Father gathers you in his loving 
embrace through suffering; comforting, strength-
ening and transforming your life from the inside out.   

kNOW YOURSELF

We read in James 1: 2 “Count it pure joy, my 
brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 
because you know that the testing of your faith 
develops perseverance.  Perseverance must finish 
its work so that you may be mature and complete, 
not lacking anything.”  A fierce trial will often bring 
critical aspects of our persona into sharp focus 
in a way that pleasure and comfort never can.  It 
presents an opportunity for us to see ourselves in a 
totally different light, the good and the ‘not so good’ 
facets of our nature, providing precious moments 
for the Holy Spirit to nudge us towards becoming 
more beautiful people.   

Helen Keller noted “character cannot be devel-
oped in ease and quiet; only through experience of 
trial and suffering can the soul be strengthened.” 
We also learn in 1 Peter 1: 6-7 “In this you greatly 
rejoice, though now for a little while you may have 
to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  These have come 
so that your faith – of greater worth than gold which 
perishes even though refined by fire – may be proved 
genuine.” 

By Bob Klynsmith

WHY PAIN? 
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Tough times, especially in relationships will often 
brings us face to face with the fragile state of our 
own ego-centric nature, prompting us to deal with 
the more unsavoury elements of our character, such 
as jealousy, greed, pride, selfishness or anger.  As 
one unknown author aptly states; “Adversity intro-
duces a man to himself.” 

God often compels us to look into the mirror 
during a period of trial and testing, not at the 
outward appearance but the inner person.  This 
is the time to yield to the transforming presence 
of the Holy Spirit and surrender our struggle to 
Christ; allowing Jesus to give us the courage to 
see ourselves as we really are, letting go of the old 
self and abiding in the freedom of his love, joy and 
peace, bursting with his divine nature and not our 
own righteousness or character, which is described 
by Paul as filthy rags. 

COMPASSION AND EMPATHY

Paul takes us further down the path of pain in 
2 Corinthians 1:3-5 “the Father of compassion and 
the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble 
with the comfort we ourselves have received from 
God.”     

Renowned author Philip Yancey comments:  “In 
grief, love and pain converge.  When the body 
suffers you suffer.  Acknowledge it as a sensation 
of life, of love.”  Indeed, our own experience of 
pain enables us to be more sensitively attuned to 
the suffering of others and able to comfort them in 
their distress through heartfelt tears of compassion, 
unconditionally without feeling a need to judge. 

PARTICIPATE IN THE  
SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST 

Take a look at 1 Peter 4: 12 “Do not be surprised 
at the painful trial you are suffering, as though some-
thing strange were happening to you, but rejoice that 
you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you 
may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.”

I was able, to a very small degree, to relate 
to the suffering of Christ through the lawnmower 
incident.  But, what about the emotional pain Jesus 
must have felt when he was betrayed by Judas and 
let down by his own disciples as well as the trauma 
of false accusations, rejection, hatred, violent beat-
ings, persecution and being brutally crucified.  Jesus 
endured the full range of afflictions many of us have 
undoubtedly encountered at one time or another.  
Indeed, our suffering enables us to share in the 
sufferings of Christ.   Philip Yancey adds: “Not even 
God remained exempt from pain.  God joined us 
and fully shared our human condition, including 
its distress.  To love means to hurt, to grieve.  Pain 
manifests life.” 

UNDERSTANDING THE REALITY 
OF A FALLEN WORLD

God allows us to be subjected to the ebb and 
flow of a fallen world.  The scripture tells us that 
the rain falls on the just and the unjust.  Sure it is 
heartbreaking when you or a family member falls 
prey to evil deeds or one finds oneself in the wrong 
place at the wrong time in the wake of a natural 
disaster or accident.  Yet this has a way of making 
us acutely aware of humanity’s futile attempt to live 
an abundant life apart from God.  This is not the 
world God wants or is satisfied with.  Suffering in 
a fallen world creates within us a deep desire to 
eagerly look forward to the time when evil will be 
finally defeated and the physical, emotional and 
psychological scars we have accumulated on this 
fallen planet will be healed.   

Nevertheless, it is comforting to know that God 
is present with us in our suffering now, moment by 
moment, no matter what the circumstances.  

Chip Brogden noted:   “Our response to what 
happens to us is more important than what happens. 
Here is a mystery: one man’s experience drives him 
to curse God, while another man’s identical experi-
ence drives him to bless God.  If your soul aches 
you may be on a journey that will stretch your faith, 
your understanding of the meaning of life, and your 
knowledge of God.  If you let it, your sorrow will 
increase your capacity to live well, to love life, and 
to experience joy, not after the darkness but even in 
the midst of it.”

An unwavering trust in your loving Father during 
your darkest moments, even when all logic and 
reason fails you, will often bring a profound sense 
of oneness with the Triune God, a closeness which 
reaches unbelievable heights, to the point where 
the abiding presence of Jesus becomes as real to 
you as your breathing and as close to you as your 
thoughts.  The patriarch Job cried out in the midst of 
his pain “Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him.” 

AN ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE

Paul inspires us in the book of Romans to view 
pain from an eternal perspective, “I consider that 
our present sufferings are not worth comparing with 
the glory that will be revealed in us.  The creation 
waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to 
be revealed.”  In reality, your life on this planet is 
not even a speck on the huge mural that repre-
sents eternity.  Yes, pain is heartrending and deeply 
disturbing.  However, as God constantly walks 
with us in our present trials, we look forward to 
an eternal destiny beyond this present fallen age, 
a time when all things will be restored, described 
in the 21st chapter of Revelation as a time when 

“there will be no more death or mourning or crying 
or pain.” F2F  
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One of the funniest excuses 
I’ve ever heard was an 
actual letter written by 

a mother to a school explaining 
her son’s absence: “Please excuse 
my son’s tardiness. I forgot to 
wake him up and did not find him 
until I started making the beds.”

Excuses, excuses, excuses. “I would have done 
it, but you see....”  How many times have you told 
someone “I forgot” when in reality you just didn’t 
want to do what was asked of you?  “Excuse me,” 
was once a gesture of courtesy. It is now a method 
of avoiding personal responsibility, deflecting blame 
and justifying sin. 

The Book of Proverbs teaches us about putting 
God’s wisdom into action in our daily lives and that 
includes clear warnings about excuse making. In 
Proverbs 22:13 we discover such a silly excuse for 
not going to work that we want to laugh!

The lazy person is full of excuses, saying, “If I go 
outside, I might  meet a lion in the street and be 
killed!”

That’s like us saying, “I don’t want to go to 
work because there will be at least one traffic 
accident today and I don’t want it to be me.” The 
excuse sounds absurd to us, but that’s often how 
our excuses sound to others. It reminds me of the 
excuse given to an insurance company by a man 
involved in a car accident: “I pulled away from the 
side of the road, glanced at my mother-in-law, and 
headed over the embankment.” Excuses are hollow 
substitutes for reason. Or, as preacher and writer 
Vance Havner once put it, “An excuse is the skin of 
a reason stuffed with a lie.” 

In just one short sentence this proverb teaches 
us something about a character trait of lazy people 
– they make excuses. In fact they are “full” of them. 
Just a few pages over from this proverb we meet the 
excuse maker again in Proverbs 26:13:

 
T h e 
lazy person 
is full of excuses, 
saying, “I can’t go 
outside because there might 
be a lion on the road! Yes, I’m sure there’s a lion out 
there!” 

Is there any difference between this proverb and 
the first?  I think so. It seems now the loafer is seeing 
two lions instead of one (two different Hebrew 
words are used for “lion” implying that there may 
be two lions). He procrastinated because of the 
first lion and now he imagines there are two lions! 
His difficulties have now doubled! Procrastination 
breeds procrastination. Excuses breed excuses. 

Perhaps you are familiar with some of these 
common excuses:   

• I’ll pray about it. “Have you found a job yet?” 
“No, but I’m praying about it.” Prayer can be the 
scapegoat for action – and for thinking!

• That is not my gift area.  That may be true 
but there are some things in life we just have to 
do. Winston Churchill said; “Sometimes doing your 
best is not good enough. Sometimes you must do 
what is required.” Being too gift focused is selfish, 
and remember that a trial is when God allows us 
to be taken out of our comfort zones so we can 
be stretched and learn to trust him – resulting in 
personal growth.

• I’ll cross that bridge when I come to it.  Too 
often this is an excuse to do nothing  instead of 
being proactive. 

• Time heals.  Although sometimes true, 
husbands and wives, for example, who prefer 
to overlook their part in marital conflicts go from 
one marriage to the next with little change in their 
habits.  Unfortunately, making excuses never solves 
conflicts; it only postpones the consequences.      

• I need time out.  It usually means I’m leaving 
and not coming back. Yes, there are times when 
we all need space and time out.  But if its time out 
with God how long can we spend with him in our 
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quiet time?  Surely after a day or two it is time to get 
going again? Taking time out can also be an excuse 
to sit back and take life easy (Proverbs 6:11). 

• You can’t teach an old dog new tricks. In 
other words “I’m too old to learn something new.”  
Learning more about who God is and who we are 
is endless, thrilling and life changing - certainly not 
tricks!

• I’ll do it when I feel it is God’s will. God’s 
will for us is not steel rails that our life must run 
along.  His purpose for us is broad. Why don’t you 
speak to him about your will? The Bible gives us 
examples of Jesus bringing people’s wills into 
his will and making it his will (John 2:1-10; Mark 
10:51). Also, ask God to allow you to participate in 
what he’s already doing – if he doesn’t want you to 
do something he will let you know somehow. Either 
way, make things happen!

• I’m leaving the church – everyone is so 
hypocritical.  It’s been said that if you ever find the 
perfect church, please don’t join it. You’d spoil it!  If 
that response sounds a little arrogant, how about: 

“You’re right – the Church is not perfect. But Jesus 
is.  Focus on him. Christianity is not offering you 

Christians but Christ.”

Of course these are not always excuses – they 
may be genuine reasons. For example, there are 
times when we do need to just pray about something 
to slow down or stop a rash decision. As already 
mentioned in this series, wisdom is living skilfully 
and making wise choices. So wisdom is discerning 
the difference between an excuse and a reason. 
God is active and concerned about the details of 
our lives, so ask him for wisdom (James 1:5).

There will always be lions in the street. There 
will always be frightening responsibilities.  There 
will always be overwhelming challenges. There will 
always be heart- wrenching  disappointments.  Only 
the lazy person will make excuse after excuse in the 
face of the pressures of life. 

Has excuse-making become your normal way of 
life?  If so, the book of Proverbs offers you a clear 
warning – don’t. Don’t blame. Don’t lie. Don’t justify. 
Face up to the truth. Take responsibility for your 
mistakes, failures and sins. Decide now – no more 
excuses! F2F

When a baby is born it is vital that the head comes 
out first. Being the largest part of the baby, it is the 
most difficult part of the body to get through the birth 
canal. If the baby were to have turned in the womb 
lying with it’s feet first both mother and doctor alike 
would be very worried. 

It has been this way since the birth of the first 
human. We have always come out head first, ready to 
face the world head on (excuse the pun). 

And the same has applied from time immemorial 
to the way we live our lives. A sense of self preserva-
tion and self importance has been built into the human 
psyche and has played a very dominant role in the story 
of mankind since the very beginning. This sense of self 
is displayed very early on in babies. 

This ‘selfish’ trait has been the key to our physical 
survival. It has allowed us to do spectacular things in 
the name of elevating our own importance and has 
also fueled our greed and lusts. Most of us believe at 
the core that we are worth more than others and it 
affects the way that we treat other people.

Yet Jesus’ ministry was not focused on the self; the 
principles he taught were radical, not just for his time, 
but for our time as well. You see Jesus wanted us to 
not to put ourselves first but to put God’s will first and 
make the needs of others equal to our own. 

He demonstrated as much time and time again, 
when he put the needs of others before his own, even 
to the point of dying for our sins. In Matthew 22:37 
Jesus said “Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind.” This is 

the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is 
like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.”

In John 13 
we read about 
Jesus washing 
his disciple’s 
feet just before 
the Passover 
c e r e m o n y , 
illustrating that 
we must serve 
one another in 
Christian love. 
In Romans 
8:13 tells us: 

“For if you live 
according to the 
sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the misdeeds of the body, you will live,  because 
those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.”

Jesus’ ministry taught us lessons that can be 
compared to being born feet first. To us it might seem 
very unnatural to love God above all else and make 
the needs of others as important as our own. We might 
struggle most of our lives to come to grips with this 
central truth that true love is not about the self but 
about a life of service to God and others. Yet this is 
precisely what Jesus said.

 Living our lives just focused on the self brings 
unhappiness and suffering, but God’s way, the way of 
love, brings everlasting happiness. F2F

By Shaun de Greeff
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There are some people who 
make a habit of being pessimistic. 

They are convinced that in every 
silver lining there is a dark cloud.

Solly Osrovech
 

I’ve learnt that one should never go 
backwards, that you should never 

even try to go backwards. The very 
essence of life is to go forward. Life 

is really a one way road, isn’t it?
Agatha Christie

Admitting sin is not a 
sign of weakness but actu-

ally a sign of strength
William Cowper

He that is filled with 
the joy of Christ, preaches 

without uttering a word.
Mother Theresa

Even if I knew the world 
would end tomorrow I would 

still plant my apple tree today
Martin Luther

It is the wise man who, in 
the storm, prays to God, not 
to be kept safe from danger, 

but to be free from fear.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Taking up the cross of Christ is 
not some great deed done once 

for all; it entails the constant 
carrying out of small actions 

that one finds unpleasant
John Henry Newman

Idealists are extremely gifted 
at making other people wealthy

Henry Ford

When one’s expectations 
are reduced to zero, one really 
appreciates everything one has

Stephen Hawking

God’s timing is perfect even when 
He appears catastrophically late

James Dobson
 

Across the globe faith is flour-
ishing mainly in places where the 
physical world is not working out 
so well, where poverty and hard-

ship press people to look for hope 
and meaning somewhere else.

Philip Yancey

A church is as great as the 
lives touched in the love of 

Christ by its members. Caring 
is the ultimate measure of the 

true size of a congregation.
Carl C Dudley

Sometimes we follow our 
conscience in the same way that 

we follow a wheelbarrow. We 
push it before us in the direc-

tion we would like to go.
Billy Graham

Man is the only animal 
that blushes, or needs to.

Mark Twain


