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Editorial

By Tim Maguire

I was recently confronted by an irate young man 
who wanted me to listen to a heavy metal song, 
that he thought was amazing. He claimed I was 
being closed minded— that I couldn’t hear past the 
screaming. Of course, he was right; I didn’t seem 
able to get beyond the raucous screaming and 
jarring clanging that reminded me of a coven inside 
of an industrial manufacturing plant. (Is this where 
the name heavy metal comes from; the sound of a 
blacksmith’s workshop)? 

But I digress...
When on his prompting I decided to try to listen 

beyond the nerve rattling, chaotic cacophony of 
sound, I actually could hear a rather pleasant 
melody coming through.

This got me thinking about life...
Too often, we get so involved in countless aspects 

of living, that the ‘sound of life’ drowns out the ‘song 
of life’, and we forget the overall purpose and lose 
the harmonious melody. We become so focused 
on the problems we face that we forget to look on 

the bright side (pg 4) Or perhaps we put together 
a ‘to-do’ list, then put all the wrong things on it (pg 
12) and sometimes our focus is so distracted that we 
even forget to applaud what is right (pg 7).

I know at times, to God, our prayers must be 
like this. Fortunately through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, he is able to hear through our incoherent 
mumblings and get what we are trying to say (pg 
23)

The focus of Face to Face magazine is to help 
you to cut through the noise of living, and to remind 
you that God is always there, calling out to you in 
love, asking you to let him join you in the dance of 
life. 

Do you hear the sweet soft melody? F2F
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oUr VIsIon

Face to Face seeks to inspire you to reach your 
full potential as you discover deeper insight into 
the purpose of living and relationships through 
an intimate bond with the Triune God.

oUr MIssIon

1. Face to Face seeks to become a trustworthy 
Christian Media Ministry with a reputation 
for quality content, balanced theology and 
thought provoking articles and programmes.

2. Face to Face is committed to bringing a 
positive and practical Christian perspec-
tive on everyday issues facing ordinary 

people. Its content is biblically based, rela-
tional, inspirational and informative.

3. Face to Face undertakes to engage indi-
viduals from a wide range of national and 
cultural backgrounds. It seeks to reflect 
perspectives across these cultural bounda-
ries fairly, accurately and respectfully.

4. Face to Face seeks to inspire readers 
to embrace the gospel and live a 
grace-centred life in Jesus Christ.

5. Face to Face seeks to cultivate a coop-
erative and constructive engagement 
with leaders and communities across a 
broad spectrum of Christian faiths.
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LOOKING 
ON THE 
BRIGHT 

SIDE

The article on the cover of 
a well-known news maga-
zine really caught my eye. 

It read: The Science of Optimism. Hope isn’t 
rational so why are humans wired for it?1

I read the article with great interest, back-
tracking several times in order to grasp the point the 
researcher was making. He found there was some-
thing called the optimism bias in every race, region 
and socioeconomic bracket. Though most people 
agreed that world conditions were a cause for great 
concern, they viewed their own future and that of 
their families through rose coloured spectacles.

Why, I wondered, would human beings 
consciously ignore the dismal truth of what was 
happening all around them, but cling to the unre-
alistic hope that somehow they would escape all 
the flack and emerge to live happily ever after?  It 
got me thinking about my own life — about when I 
became a Christian, and whether doing so made a 
difference to my degree of optimism.

As a child I remember my father reacting fiercely 
to anything that looked like pessimism. If I ever 
expressed a feeling that I might come last in the 
race, miss the bus or not get top marks in the exam, 
he would thump his fist on the table and say, “Will 
you stop looking on the gloomy side of things. Don’t 
be like your grandmother!” I never really knew this 
grandmother, so I had no idea what he meant. It 
seemed he just wanted me to be happy and positive 
and have “more faith in myself,” as he frequently 
put it. 

I never did develop that “can do” mindset, and 
never got to have “faith in myself.” There were 
always those unmentioned fears that I would forget 
my lines, say the wrong thing, take the wrong turn, 
or be attacked by a shark if I went for a swim.  I just 
didn’t talk about them – especially to my Dad.

oUtlook cHAnGEd 

But then something changed my outlook 
completely. Becoming a Christian was a multiple 
bonus experience for me. Not only did I realise I 
had a Saviour in Jesus Christ, but it became clear 
too that there was a cause for all the misery and 
suffering in the world. Jesus was to return to earth, 
set up his kingdom, and remove the cause of all 
sin and suffering. A wonderful new world was on 
its way, and I was going to be there! How’s that for 
optimism?

But life goes on, and so do the problems. I learned 
that the real hope for Christians does not lie in this 
world (1 Corinthians 15:19). It became clear that 
World War 1 was not “the war to end all wars.” The 
earthquakes, economic woes, tsunamis, famines 
and uprisings that make headlines today are not 
going to end tomorrow. The subtle enemy, who first 
persuaded humans to cut off their relationship with 
their Creator, will not give up his demented grasp 
until God intervenes (Revelation 20:2-3).

So why do we humans have this amazing 
thing called hope? The researcher whose findings 
resulted in this article actually stumbled on to the 
brain’s innate optimism by accident. Complex tests 
on the memory system revealed that while we tend 
to forget details of past events, we are capable of 
imagining future events with great optimism. The 
volunteers in another study reported that their 
images of desirable events were richer and more 
vivid than those of undesirable ones. This test 
revealed heightened activity in two critical regions 
of the brain which are central to the processing and 
modulation of emotion and motivation. The more 
optimistic a person was, the higher was the activity 
in these regions.  

Then again, these two critical areas of the brain 
showed abnormal activity in depressed individuals. 
Interestingly, the researcher says people with mild 
depression are relatively accurate when predicting 

Hilary Jacobs
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future events. They see the world as it is. 
Without these crucial areas of the brain acting 

as they do, humans would be chronically depressed, 
and might never move forward, invent anything, or 
enjoy life at all. The resulting despair would have 
hindered any such thing as concern about global 
warming, attempting to live healthily, even having 
children. Surely this is why God designed these 
characteristics into the human thought processes. 
He intended for humans to live, not to die before 
we were born. 

HoPE For oUr FUtUrE

The Bible is full of promises of a great future 
hope for all mankind. Jeremiah – sometimes called 
a prophet of doom because of all his dire warn-
ings, said to Israel, “So there is hope for your future, 
declares the Lord. Your children will return to their 
own land” (Jeremiah 31:17).

Jesus said he would draw all men to himself after 
his resurrection (John 12:32). The last chapters of 
the Book of Revelation clearly depict a wonderful 
future for mankind. 

I have to admit though; I still don’t feel optimistic 
about this world. Evils are mounting on all sides, 
and it’s distressing to have enjoyed a meal when 
you know that up north on the same continent, 
there is rampant starvation. I love watching the 

waves break over the rocks down at our local beach. 
The bigger and more powerful they are, the more 
spectacular and entertaining. But then I remember 
it was a super-sized one of these which engulfed an 
entire Japanese city. I’m aware every time I get into 
my car that accidents happen out there. At least my 
chances of being eaten by a shark are now almost 
non-existent seeing I don’t swim in the sea anymore. 

But even in the midst of this depressing world, 
we can right now, have great joy in coming to an 
intimate relationship with our Saviour Jesus. As 
we draw close to him and share our  concerns and 
requests with him, we are assured that the peace of 
God—something beyond the grasp of any science 
researcher—will guard our hearts and minds 
(Philippians 4:7). 

What has changed is the kind of optimism I have. 
I no longer look at what this world has to offer me. 
Don’t get me wrong. I enjoy good things like family 
visits, good music and movies, and dinner with 
friends. But it’s short term. What really turns me on 
is the thought of Jesus ruling the world with perfect 
love, peace, justice and joy.

That’s really worth looking forward to, and it’s 
for sure. F2F

1. Time magazine June 9 2011 page 34  
The Optimism bias by Tali Sharot

Don’t be spookeD

It seems to be great sport in some circles today to 
question, undermine and ridicule Christian faith. 

The whole idea of God is a delusion, argues the 
noted atheist, Professor Richard Dawkins. Others 
say that religion has had a negative impact on human 
society and should therefore be banned. Some believe 
that those who teach religious concepts to children 
be considered guilty of child abuse. And recently 
published books ask us to believe that certain extra-
biblical “gospels” may give us 
deeper insights into under-
standing Jesus than the New 
Testament. 

Meanwhile, amazing new 
scientific discoveries about the 
nature of physical reality are 
being commandeered by skep-
tics to challenge the relevance 
of the Bible. Some of their argu-
ments are sophisticated and 
technical, far above the educa-
tion and expertise levels of most 
believers. 

We ordinary Christians 
seem to be outnumbered and 
outgunned. But before we allow 
ourselves to be spooked by new discoveries and tech-
nical information we aren’t equipped to deal with, let’s 
keep in mind that all truth is God’s truth. Science can 
only discover what God put there to begin with.

In other words, the arguments of the skeptics are 
not as overwhelming as they sometimes seem. And 
even though most of us do not have the training and 
background to enter the fray, God has called many 
capable men and women who are more than able to 
defend the Christian turf in the scientific world. 

They have education and experience, and they 
are not intimidated by atheistic arguments of fellow 
scientists who can’t see God behind the new frontiers 
of discovery. When given the opportunity, they can 
more than hold their own, and show that the atheist 
viewpoint does not have the final word.

Many believing scientists assure us that the ever-
increasing understanding of life’s mysteries has deep-
ened, rather than shattered, their faith. Truth has 

nothing to fear from more truth, 
and you can be sure that Jesus 
Christ is not afraid of anything 
science has or ever will discover 
about the universe he created. 
Neither should we. 

It’s also helpful to keep in 
mind that the Christian faith 
spread through the Roman 
Empire in the first century not 
by winning technical debates, 
but because Christians lived in 
the love of Jesus Christ. In times 
of plague and famine, it was the 
Christians who cared for the sick 
and destitute. In an age when 
slaves and women were without 

power, it was the Christian way of life that gave them 
a voice and self-respect. 

So don’t let the anti-religious, anti-Christian prop-
aganda destabilize you. This is not a time to cower and 
bury our Christian heads in the sand. Most of us are 
not trained to challenge complex scientific arguments 
or indulge in sophisticated debate. But all of us are 
more than able to make a significant contribution in 
a way that really does count – by being the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world. F2F

Joseph Tkach
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Ewan Spence-Ross

THE WEIGHT LIFTER

“For I eat ashes as my food 
and mingle my drink 
with tears because of 

your great wrath…for you have 
taken me up and thrown me aside” 
(Psalm 102:9-10).

Like the psalmist, haven’t you felt at some stage 
in your life that God has cast you aside and doesn’t 
seem to care what happens to you?

About 20 years ago I was given a personnel 
agency by a company who owed me money but 
couldn’t pay. So they gave me the agency in lieu 
of money owed. The business was just starting to 
grow when recession came. I had plenty of good 
people, but almost no jobs coming in. Employers 
were putting people off, not hiring.

My children were pre-school age and I had just 
started attending church. Financially we just couldn’t 
survive. Our house was auctioned off and we were 
homeless! I felt humiliated, angry with God and I 
told him in so many words; “Here I am, attending 
church after 20 years of not attending, and this is 
what I get for my troubles.” 

And yet, not once did we ever not have food on 

the table or clothes to wear, though we were some-
times down to the last spoon of sugar or tin of food. 
Then someone would knock on our door and say, 
“We’ve had so much fruit on our tree and wondered 
whether you would like some.” On one occasion 
someone who didn’t even know us, but heard of our 
plight, went and bought two huge bags of groceries 
and sent them to us via a mutual friend. 

John 15:1-2 says; “I am the true vine and my 
Father is the gardener…He cuts off every branch in 
me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does 
bear fruit, he trims clean so that it will be even more 
fruitful.”

We were certainly pruned at that time, and 
though we were often short of luxuries, God knew 
exactly what we needed to survive, and what our 
strengths were. He uses times like this to educate 
us about ourselves, and about his constant love and 
protection. 

onE oF God’s HEAVYWEIGHts

A weight lifter can never know the extent of his 
strength until he puts it to the test. And the more he 
puts it to the test, the stronger he gets. He needs to 
work at it every single day.

When we are new in Christ, we often come to 
him as a result of a heavy trial we have been faced 
with, and cry out in despair to God for help. Then 
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we suddenly realise that he has intervened for us, 
though perhaps not immediately, or in the way we 
expected.

Job was one of God’s spiritual heavyweights. He 
had lived close to God, but as often happens, the 
closer we get to God, the more we are noticed by 
Satan. And Satan said to God; “You think Job is a 
heavyweight? Watch him crack under real pressure.” 
But God knew Job just as he knows us, and knew 
exactly how much weight Job (and we) can lift.

Well, Job was certainly in a class way above 
me, for in a single day he went from being a huge 
land baron to a penniless pauper. What’s more, 
his whole family was destroyed with only his wife 
left, and she only added to his troubles by saying 
in effect, “Just blow your brains out and get it over 
with.” (Job 2:9).

But Job, who was way stronger than most of us, 
simply replied that we should be willing to accept 
trouble from God as well as good. Then, incred-
ibly, Job tore his robes, shaved his head, and fell 
to the ground in worship. Yes, Job praised God in 
the midst of the worst circumstances imaginable 

– his children all dead, his wife criticising him and 
his body covered all over with sores. Talk about a 
heavyweight!

HoW ABoUt tHE rEAllY BIG 
ProBlEMs WE FAcE?

Imagine a shipping container weighing about 
three and a half tons. Not the kind of weight any 
human could hope to pick up by him or herself, 
but it can be done when you know how to drive 

a special forklift designed for stacking containers. 
Does the driver of this forklift do the job himself? 
No, he’s been trained to operate this powerful 
piece of machinery. Does he doubt he can do it? 
No — he uses the power at his disposal.

Would we put a five-year-old behind the controls 
of this huge container loading forklift? No, it takes 
years of practice and exercise to know how to handle 
one properly. We too, are too immature to wield the 
full power of God. We need a lot of training. That is 
why we’re in that process now.

But just as the five-year-old can ask the forklift 
driver to move the container, we too can ask the 
Lord in faith through prayer to use his power, and 
he will, in the way that is best according to his 
perfect will. Should we doubt he can do it? 

Psalm 46:10 says; “Be still and know that I am 
God.”

 The secret to success as a spiritual weight lifter is 
that when you are burdened beyond your capability 
and crushed by the weight of life, take a leaf out of 
Job’s book, and praise God immediately. This isn’t 
something that comes naturally, in fact the last thing 
we want to do is praise God when we are hurting, 
but praising God in all circumstances enables us to 
persevere and see through the circumstances into 
the heart of our loving Father, and this takes the 
weight off the problem (Philippians 4:6).

As the hymn says: “Turn your eyes upon Jesus. 
Look full in his wonderful face. And the things of 
earth will grow strangely dim in the light of his glory 
and grace.” F2F

Do I AppLAUD WHAt Is RIGHt?

The summer before my eighth-grade year I made 
friends with a guy named Larry. He was new to town, 
so I encouraged him to go out 
for our school football team. 
He could meet some guys, and 
being a stocky fellow, he might 
even make the squad. He agreed.

The result was a good news-
bad news scenario. The good 
news? He made the cut. The 
bad news. He won my position. I 
was demoted to second string. I 
tried to be happy for him, but it 
was tough.

A few weeks into the season 
Larry fell off a motorcycle and 
broke a finger. I remember the 
day he stood at my front door holding up his bandaged 
hand. “Looks like you’re going to have to play.”

I tried to feel sorry for him, but it was hard. The 
passage was a lot easier for Paul to write than it was 
for me to practice. “Rejoice with those who rejoice, and 
weep with those who weep” (Romans 12:15 NASB).

You want to plumb the depths of your love for 
someone? How do you feel when that person succeeds? 
Do you rejoice? Or are you jealous? And when he 

or she stumbles? Falls to misfortune? Are you really 
sorry? Or are you secretly pleased?

Love never celebrates 
misfortune. Never. I like the way 
Eugene Peterson translates the 
passage: “Love. . .doesn’t revel 
when others grovel, [but] takes 
pleasure in the flowering of truth” 
(MSG). J.B. Phillips is equally 
descriptive: “Love . . .does not 
gloat over the wickedness of other 
people. On the contrary, it shares 
the joy of those who live by the 
truth.”

You know your love is real 
when you weep with those who 
weep and rejoice with those 

who rejoice. You know your love is real when you feel 
for others what your heavenly Father feels for you. 
Remember, love “rejoices whenever the truth wins 
out” (1 Corinthians 13:6 NLT).

Excerpted from A Love Worth Giving, by Max Lucado
W Publishing, 2002  
Used by permission

Max Lucado
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Shaun de Greeff

Is Christianity a 
copycat religion?

What if I told you that 
there was a historical 
narrative that told of 

a god born of a virgin in a cave 
on the 25th of December? 

In this narrative he was a great travelling 
preacher, had 12 disciples, and promised them 
immortality. 

He eventually sacrificed himself for world peace. 
Furthermore he was buried in a tomb, rose after 
three days and instituted something similar to the 
Lord’s Supper. And finally that he was considered 

“the redeemer” and “the way, the truth and the life.” 
If you thought that I was talking about Jesus, you 

would be wrong.

cHrIstIAnItY clAIMEd to 
BE A cHEAP knockoFF

In recent years authors like Hugh J. Schonfield 
and John H. Randall have claimed that Christianity 
has copied many of its doctrines from pagan belief 
systems. Core beliefs like the virgin birth of Jesus, 
his death and resurrection, have been clouded 
in controversy because these authors claim such 
concepts pre-date Christ.

Timothy Freke & Peter Gandy who wrote the book 
The Jesus Mysteries said the following: “Why should 
we consider the stories of Osiris , Dionysus, Adonis, 
Attis, Mithras and the other pagan mystery saviours 
as fables, yet come across essentially the same story 
told in a Jewish context and believe them to be the 
biography of a carpenter from Bethlehem?”

BUIldInG tHE dEFEncE

Before we start looking at specific examples that 
refute these statements it is important to note two 
things.

1) History proves that Jesus lived and 
died: With more than 24 000 manuscripts and 
complete copies of the New Testament books that 
date between 50 and 300 years after they were 
originally written, the Bible stands out as the best 
preserved ancient document of all time. Not only 
that, but we have 17 contemporary non Christian 
sources that provide specific information on Christi-
anity and Jesus, and 11 of these speak of the death 

of Jesus in varying detail. Even if there were striking 
similarities between the pagan religions and Chris-
tianity, it still does not explain away the historical 
events that we are confronted with when examining 
the Bible as a record of history.

2) similarities in themselves do not under-
mine the authenticity of the biblical text: In The 
Apologetics Study Bible For Students, edited by Sean 
McDowell, the author describes the following story: 
There once was a British Ocean Liner that set sail 
with an inadequate number of life boats, and on its 
maiden voyage collided with an iceberg and sank. 
The ship carried 3000 passengers of whom only 
1000 survived. 

If I asked you the name of the ship and you 
answered the Titanic, you would be wrong. The 
ship would be the Titan, a fictional ship described 
in Morgan Robertson’s book, Wreck of the Titan 
(Buccaneer Books, Cutchogue, New York, 1898). 
The story of the Titan was written 14 years prior to 
the actual events which happened on the Titanic. So 
does this mean that the Titanic is fiction because of 
the striking similarities? Obviously not!

rEFUtInG tHE crItIcs

In his book The Case for the Real Jesus, Lee 
Strobel tackles the theories that critics of Christianity 
have developed by interviewing leading Christian 
scholars on this subject. In short, the various experts 
refute the notion that Christianity is a copycat reli-
gion by looking at the following:

tHE dEAtH oF MAnY oF tHE PAGAn 
Gods ArE tIEd to cYclEs

With many of the resurrection myths associated 
with the Pagan religions, the death and resurrection 
of their gods were tied to vegetation or seasonal 
cycles. It was used as a means to explain why things 
would die in the autumn and grow again in the 
spring, or why we had rainy or dry seasons. Baal, 
the god of thunder and rain for example, would 
die and be resurrected on an annual basis in 
line with the rainy season. His followers believed 
that it stopped raining when he died and started 
once again when he was raised from the dead.  
Baal, the god of thunder and rain for example, 
would die and be resurrected on an annual basis in 
line with the rainy season.

Attis, another example, was loved by the goddess 
Cybele. He was however unfaithful to her, and when 
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she found out she drove him mad. In his demented 
state he then castrated himself and died. She appar-
ently took pity on him and resurrected him. Yearly 
rituals were kept in order to guarantee good crops. 

This is in stark contrast with Jesus, whose death 
and resurrection was a onetime event and had 
nothing to do with vegetation or seasonal cycles.

soME Gods BEcoME zoMBIEs

Osiris, one of the other mythical gods is suppos-
edly killed by his brother who cuts him into 14 pieces 
and scatters him all over the world. The goddess 
Isis then takes pity on Osiris, collects 13 of the 14 
pieces and then buries him. Unfortunately Osiris is 
not really resurrected but instead “zombified” and 
becomes the god of the underworld, because he 
could not be completely put back together again.

no dYInG And rIsInG Gods 
tHAt PrEcEdE cHrIstIAnItY 

The Myth of Attis mentioned above pre-dates 
Christianity, but the resurrection myths only appear 
on the scene after Jesus’ death. 

T.N.D Mettinger – a senior Swedish scholar and 
professor at Lund University admits in his book 
The Riddle of the Resurrection that the consensus 
amongst modern scholars is nearly universal that 
there are no dying and rising gods that precede 
Christianity.

VIrGIn BIrtHs

Another popular claim is that gods like Zeus 
impregnated virgins without copulation. Their 
offspring were then half man half god whose lives 
began at conception.

The Christian concept of the virgin birth of Jesus 
is quite different to those of the Greek gods, who 
had sex with humans to satisfy their lusts. Zeus may 
have impregnated Danae with a golden shower, but 
it was to satisfy his lusts. These gods were depicted 
as beings driven by what we would call the desires 
of the flesh, whereas the same could not be said of 
Yahweh (God). Furthermore Jesus was fully God and 
fully man and his life did not begin at conception 
but he has always been I Am, in other words eternal. 

It must also be said that the prophet Isaiah proph-
esied the virgin birth of Christ hundreds of years 
before it took place. So even though Jesus’ birth 
might be after some of the other gods, the special 
nature of his birth was predicted much earlier than 
most of his so-called counterparts. 

rEFUtInG MItHrAs

One of the closest parallels that have been 
drawn to Christianity must be the myth of Mithras 
mentioned  in the introduction. But on closer inspec-
tion we find that the facts have once again been 
twisted to suit an agenda.

Firstly, although Mithras was born on the 25th 
of December, he was not born in a cave but from 
a rock. Sculptures of Mithras show him emerging 
from a rock at his ‘birth’. 

Secondly, the Bible makes no mention of the 
date on which Jesus was born. The early Christians 
celebrated the 6th of January (as some still do to 
this day). In all likelihood the 25th of December was 
chosen by Constantine in 336 AD as the date to 
celebrate the birth of Christ.

Thirdly, Mithras was not a travelling teacher, he 
was a god and never explicitly promised eternal life. 
Why would one want to follow a god in the first 
place if there was no promise of a better future?

Finally, he did not sacrifice himself, but killed a 
bull, whose blood was supposed cleanse the sins of 
his followers. We also have no textual evidence to 
support a resurrection, and most of the other claims 
such as the Lord’s Supper, and about him being the 
way the truth and the life, is Christian theology that 
was later imposed on this religion.

In the final analysis, there is just not enough 
evidence to convict Christianity of being a copycat 
religion. History affirms that Christians worship the 
real Jesus, not some fake knock off invented to suit 
our needs.

 Indeed Jesus at no time promised his followers 
a bed of roses, but that they would have tribulation 
in this world. Hardly the kind of message that would 
draw followers unless he actually was the way, the 
truth and the life. F2F

From left to right: Mithras, Baal, Zeus. Photos from www.wikipedia.org
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Takalani Musekwa

“Shall we continue in 
sin so that grace may 
abound?” 

This question has been asked for centuries wher-
ever and whenever the gospel of Jesus Christ was 
preached. 

It is still being asked today. As a preacher, I have 
been confronted with this question so many times 
I have lost count. Once you understand grace, you 
have to ask this question. You may have asked it 
yourself.

So, what is the answer? I have recently heard of 
a story which made me think of grace.

 One morning a father went into town with his 
son. They lived on the farm about 40km north of 
Durban, South Africa. The father wanted to have the 
car serviced, and to also conduct some other busi-
ness on the other side of town. When they arrived 
in town, the son dropped the father where he was 
going to do his business. He instructed his son to 
take the car to a garage where he had booked the 
service. When the garage had finished servicing the 
car, the son would go back and fetch his father to 
go back home. 

The son took the car, and by early afternoon the 
car was ready. The young man looked at the time 
and thought he would catch a movie at the cinema 
around the corner before going to fetch his father. It 
so happened that this was one of those epic movies 

that run for two and a half hours. By the time he 
came out, the sun was setting. 

On the other side of town, his father was getting 
worried. He called the garage to inquire of his son’s 
whereabouts, and he was told the son had left with 
the car a few hours earlier. This was in the days 
before the mobile phone. As it was getting dark, the 
son arrived to pick up his father.

“Where have you been?” the father asked. Not 
aware that his father had already called the garage, 
the son replied, “They took a little long at the 
garage. When I got there, they were already busy 
with other cars, so they started working on our car 
late.” He said this with such a straight face, that if 
the father did not know the truth, he would have 
believed this lie.

With a sad face, the father said, “My son, why 
are you lying to me? I have called the garage and 
they told me you left hours ago. I have been raising 
you to become a man of integrity. I am obviously 
failing. Now I am going to walk home and figure 
out what it is I am doing wrong that makes you feel 
it necessary to lie to me like this.”

With those words, he turned around and started 
walking home, 40 km away! The young man stood 
there not knowing what to say or do. When he came 
to his senses, he decided to drive slowly behind his 
father, hoping he would eventually change his mind 
and get into the car. Many hours later, the father 
walked into the house, and the son, who had been 
following his father with the car, went to park the 

Grace, the  
best teacher
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car.
“From that day, I decided I would never lie to my 

father ever again,” said the son as he related this 
incident.

Most humans do not under-
stand what sin has done to them. 

If they did, it is the last thing 
they would want in their lives.

sAY “no” to sIn

I think this is a classic story of grace. The father 
decided not to punish his son for lying. However 
he decided to take the pain on himself for his son’s 
sake. That is grace — undeserved favour, kind-
ness, love and forgiveness. Our Father in heaven 
has done exactly this. When humans sinned, he so 
loved us that he gave his only begotten Son so that 
by believing in him, we may be saved from sin and 
death. He took the pain on himself. Does the fact 
that the father responds with grace encourage more 
lying and sinning? No! To respond with sinning is to 
not understand what has just happened.

“For the grace of God … teaches us to say ‘no’ to 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright and godly lives in this present 
age” (Tit. 2:11-12). Instead of teaching us to sin 
more, grace teaches us to say “no” to sin!

How does grace do this? Most humans do not 
understand what sin has done to them. If they did, 
it is the last thing they would want in their lives. It is 
like a drug addict whose life has been destroyed by 
drugs. When the father offers grace and takes the 
son out of the drug den into rehab, it is inconceiv-
able that once the son comes out of rehab he would 
want to go back into drugs so that the father can 
show more grace. It doesn’t make sense.

Once we understand what grace is, what the 
Father has done for us in Jesus Christ, what sin is, 
and what it has done to us, and what it continues to 
do to us, our answer is a resounding “No! We can’t 
continue in sin so that grace may abound.”

Grace is a beautiful word. It is a beautiful name. 
My sister-in-law’s name is Grace. My denomination’s 
name is Grace Communion International. Each 
time I hear or read the name Grace, I remember 
what it teaches me. The next time you hear or read 
about grace, please remember that it is more than 
just “saving grace”, it is also “teaching grace”. F2F

Is GoD In ContRoL?

Many Christians like to say that God is in control, 
that he has a plan for your life, and that everything 
that happens is part of the plan. Some will tell you he 
arranges the events of each day for us, including the 
trials. When you hear such talk, do you feel relieved 
at the thought God has every minute planned out for 
you, or do you chafe at the idea, 
like I do?

I certainly believe every-
thing is ultimately under God’s 
control, but I have a problem 
with the notion that he micro-
manages our lives. Has he given 
us free will or not? Are our 
choices real, or not? 

I think the answer might be 
in the Trinitarian relationship 
of the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit. They do what they 
do together. Jesus said the 
Father, living in him, did his 
work through him (John 14:10). 
It’s all about participation: the 
Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit—together. 

Jesus called us friends (John 15:15), and what do 
friends do? They participate in a relationship together. 
Friendship isn’t about controlling each other or 
forcing each other into some prearranged plan. It’s 
about love, freely given and freely accepted. It’s about 
sharing experiences, being together in good times and 
bad, enjoying, appreciating and helping each other.

Friendship with God is even more that way. God 
isn’t just a friend, of course, he’s the sovereign Lord of 
the universe who loves us unconditionally, and as such, 

a relationship with him is even more real than the one 
I have with my human friends. Jesus brings us, through 
the Spirit, into his own relationship of love with the 
Father. I get to participate because God loves me and 
not because of anything I did to deserve it.

With that in mind, I can envision an overarching 
plan for my life—salvation, life 
in Christ, knowing God in and 
through the Spirit, and eventu-
ally life forever in God’s eter-
nity. But I don’t discount God 
working in the little things in my 
life, either. I see his hand every 
day, from the way he encour-
ages me and reminds me of his 
love, to the way he guides and 
protects me. Because he lives in 
me, we go through life hand in 
hand, so to speak, and each day 
my prayer is that I will listen to 
the Spirit and respond to him as 
he leads me.

Did he provide the parking 
place I got at the store or arrange for me to break a 
glass and cut my foot? I doubt it. I’m pretty sure God 
doesn’t micromanage every detail of my life. I think he 
can work with whatever happens and bring it around 
to his good purposes for me. But this I know for sure: 
he leads me, guides me and is always with me and 
reminds me of his presence throughout each day. F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey

Tammy Tkach 
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What does your ‘To Do’ 
list for today look like?

Ever drawn up a ‘To 
Do’ list before? 

Sure you have and therefore you 
also know the frustration of jotting down all the 
important things you need to do and then trying to 
prioritise them, say from 1 to 100. 

We seem to have so much to do every day that 
it is no wonder people have come up with the most 
elaborate systems, with colour-coding and the like. 
The problem is (as you have no doubt discovered) 
that most everything on your list is important and 
needs to get done rather sooner than later. Too often 
many of the items need to be placed simultaneously 
in the number one priority spot. Like my brother has 
told me before, “Which is more important, buying 
food for the cat or finishing that report for work? 
The truth is they are both important. Don’t buy food 
and your favourite cat dies. Don’t finish the report 
and you get fired.” The point is that there is a lot 
of stuff and things and deadlines going on daily in 
our lives that need to get done or need our urgent 
attention. Just trying to decide what to do first can 
create more stress and anxiety in our already busy, 
stressful lives.

There is a wonderful short story about ‘To Do’ 
lists in the Bible. Most of us know the story well 
but have probably never thought of it quite along 
these lines. Interestingly, the only gospel writer 
who mentions it is Luke. Maybe he was a very busy 
guy and Jesus’ message about prioritising struck a 
chord with him. 

The story is found in Luke 10:38-42 and starts 
off with Martha inviting Jesus to her home for a 
meal (This is not the same event at which Mary 
anoints his feet). Jesus is always keen to go where 
invited and therefore, gladly accepts the invitation. 
Martha is completely consumed with running to 
and fro, preparing food and serving all the guests. 
She therefore gets upset with her sister Mary who 
is not helping her, but sitting at Jesus’ feet listening 
intently to him. In Martha’s mind Mary wasn’t really 
doing anything important, but just sitting around 
with Jesus. You can just imagine Martha’s ‘To Do’ 
list for the day. “Okay, first I need to get the main 
course on the go, then while that is cooking I’ll set 
the table and yes, I mustn’t forget to put some nice 
flowers on the table. Oh, I hope I haven’t forgotten 
anything important. The guests are here already 

Johannes Maree

Feed the cat
Finish report
Go shopping
Buy flowers
Wash my hair
Make supper
Set the table 
Spend time with 
Jesus
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and where’s that sister of mine, I need her help.” 

GEttInG oUt oF tHE kItcHEn

It is interesting that Martha is the one who invites 
Jesus into her home, but then gets distracted with 
other things. These ‘things’ are not necessarily 
unimportant.  Let’s be honest, we do the same don’t 
we? We invite Jesus into our lives and then after a 
short time tend to get distracted and worried ‘about 
many things’. We all need to get out of the kitchen 
(or the office or the workshop) for a while and sit at 
the feet of Jesus and we need to do this on a daily 
basis. This is more important than anything else in 
our lives. This time with Jesus has to be number one 
on our daily ‘To Do’ list. I always tease friends of 
mine who go away on holiday for a few days and 
then keep on mentioning how much work there is to 
do at the office. “Don’t worry,” I tell them, “the work 
isn’t going anywhere. It will still be there on your 
desk waiting for you when you get back”.

Notice that in the story recorded by Luke, Jesus 
rebukes Martha gently. He doesn’t  say that what 
she is doing is not important, or that it does not 
need doing. On the contrary, preparing food and 
eating is important, isn’t it? However, he does say 
that there are more important things in this life that 
we have need of. The wording Jesus chooses to use 
has a culinary context and plays on the fact that 
Martha is busy cooking and preparing food. Jesus 
actually says that Mary has chosen the best portion 

of the food on offer.

 At tHE toP oF tHE lIst

Martha asks (in fact makes a dogmatic statement) 
if Jesus does not care that Mary has left her to serve 
alone. Obviously Jesus always cares. Secondly the 
word ‘left’ can also be translated ‘abandoned’. In 
Mathew 10:37-39 Jesus talks about us forsaking or 
abandoning everything, even family, to follow him. 
In the end this is what Mary has done. She even 
‘abandoned’ her sister to be with Jesus. We cannot 
serve Jesus in name only.  

It is just a few days before Jesus is crucified. Once 
again a supper is prepared for Jesus and once again 
Martha is serving (John 12:1-8). This time we don’t 
hear Martha complaining or being rebuked either. 
Someone had to make the dinner and hospitality 
seemed to be one of Martha’s real loves and talents. 
This time however, we can imagine her regularly 
stopping in on the guests and listening to Jesus and 
feasting on his rich, delicious teachings.

So the next time you sit down to draw up a ‘To 
Do’ list, make sure that spending time at the feet 
of Jesus is at the top and many of the other priori-
ties will fall naturally into place. A famous Christian 
(I think it was Martin Luther) once said something 
along the lines of, “I have so much to do today that 
I will have to spend an extra hour on my knees in 
prayer.” F2F

not LImItInG pRAyeR

“As she (Hannah) kept praying to the Lord, Eli observed 
her mouth. Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips 
were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli thought she 
was drunk.” 1 Samuel 1:12-13 (NIV UK)

Anyone can pray anytime, anywhere, from the 
heart, and sometimes silently. 

Prayer was often ceremonial in Samuel’s Israel. It 
involved the correct place, an 
officiating priest, and a congre-
gational response. The practice 
was for men to make a sacrifice 
at the Tabernacle at least once 
a year. They could pray with 
the priests and the rest of the 
male congregation. The New 
Testament idea that God can be 
accessed by anyone, anywhere 
and at any time was not under-
stood clearly. 

Hannah, the mother-to-be 
of Samuel, would go to the 
Tabernacle at Shiloh with her 
husband, Elkanah, and his other 
wife, Penninah, who had several 
children. Hannah was upset because she was barren, 
and, depressed by this and by the constant taunting 
of Penninah, she refused to eat the double portion 
of food she had been given. “If you really loved me,” 
Elkanah said to Hannah, “you’d eat something. After 
all, don’t I mean more to you than 10 sons?”  The 
number 10 was a symbol of completion. Elkanah was 
saying that he was all Hannah needed.

 But Hannah would have none of it. Typically it 
should have been her husband who petitioned God 

on her behalf, but he did not seem so inclined. There-
fore Hannah took matters into her own hands, and 
decided to plead her own cause. She went straight to 
the entrance of the Tabernacle, where women would 
serve the men who came to sacrifice and pray. 

It was there that Eli, the elderly priest and judge, 
observed her soundless prayer. In her agitation 

Hannah’s lips mouthed the 
words without saying them. 
Here was someone praying 
outside the appointed place. 
Not only that, here was a woman 
praying outside the appointed 
place! In those days prayer 
was usually audible (Psalm 
3:4 6:9), and so, when Eli saw 
Hannah’s lips move without 
any sound, he thought she was 
drunk. Chances are drunken-
ness was not uncommon at such 
festival celebrations. Hannah 
objected respectfully. She, Eli’s 

“servant”, was not drunk. “I was 
pouring out my soul to the Lord”  

(1 Samuel 1:15-16). 
There is much for us in this account. Prayer is 

for everyone, everywhere and anytime. It is also not 
limited to ceremonies. Hannah did not hold back in 
her prayer to God. She told God what was on her mind. 
We too can do the same. Wherever you are right now…
at home, in the car, on a train, at the airport, in the 
shopping mall, you can pray. It doesn’t have to be out 
loud. You don’t even have to mouth the words. F2F  
Reprinted with kind permission of daybyday.org.uk

James Henderson
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In Communion 
with 

mozambique

Mozambique is one of the poorest 
countries in the world. 

About 10 years ago, Domingos Rede, a 
teacher from Chimoio, Mozambique, felt God calling him 
to preach to the people of Mozambique. 

He left his profession and enrolled in a theological 
college. He built a small church out of mud bricks and 
grass in his home town and started evangelizing even 
before finishing his formal studies. He called his fellowship 

“Maranatha Action Church” (M.A.C.) 
Domingos was an evangelist in the truest sense. He and 

his family would move into a village in the very rural areas 
where he hoped to plant a church. They would build them-
selves a small hut from branches, mud and thatch, and live 
and work among the villagers, telling them through action 
and word of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Three or four months 
later, he would move on, leaving behind a small church, 
cared for by an appointed deacon and served by one of 
his regional pastors. He had no means of income, but God 
provided, even though they did at times go to bed hungry. 
Wherever he went, many responded to his message. After 
seven years M.A.C. had 54 congregations in the central and 
northern Mozambique provinces of Manica, Sofala, Tete 
and Zambesia.

In 2007, Domingos attended a non-denominational 
conference in South Africa where he met one of our GCI 
pastors, Caleb Makhela. They exchanged telephone 
numbers but did not keep in touch. About two years later in 
October 2009, Domingos felt moved to travel to Cape Town, 
South Africa, and preach there. He could give no logical 
explanation as to why, and he had no money to make the 
nearly 3000-kilometer journey. He sold his mobile phone 
for bus fare and set out. After traveling through Zimbabwe 
and into South Africa, he arrived in the town of Makhado. 
He remembered that Caleb lived close to this town, and he 
still had his phone number. So he gave him a call, asking if 
Caleb could put him up for the night.

As pastors do, Caleb and Domingos started chatting 
theology. Caleb gave Domingos our booklets titled State-
ment of Beliefs, Transformed by Truth, and An Introduction to 
Trinitarian Theology. Domingos stayed up all night reading. 
The following day he explained to Caleb that he and his 
church board had been praying that God lead them to a 
fellowship with a sound theology that would be willing to 
affiliate with them and provide them guidance, structure, 
governance and accountability. Until he read GCI’s litera-
ture, he had not found a fellowship whose theology he fully 
agreed with. He told Caleb that he wanted to meet with the 
GCI leadership in South Africa and discuss the possibility of 

Tim Maguire
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affiliating with us.

lookInG For A sPIrItUAl HoME

When I met with Domingos, I was at first skep-
tical. So often in Africa, churches want to affiliate 
with larger organizations for financial gain. I told 
Domingos that if he was looking for money, he had 
come knocking on the wrong door. In fact, to test 
his reaction, I told him that if he affiliated with us, 
he would fall under our financial model and may 
have to pay a portion of Mozambique’s income to 
our National Office. He never blinked, just insisting 
that all he was looking for 
was training, governance 
and accountability. He 
didn’t want his church to go 
the way of so many others 
in Africa, where the leader 
introduced his own thoughts 
on theology and led his flock 
astray, or where it became 
focused on the leader rather 
than God. 

I also explained to 
Domingos that affiliation 
was not something that we 
rushed into. We would go 
through an “engagement” 
period to see if we were 
compatible and if both 
groups got along. I suggested that he go back and 
explain the situation to his church board, and that I 
would do the same. Then I would travel to Mozam-
bique and visit his churches personally. 

In February 2010, Caleb Makhela and I went 
to Mozambique to meet Domingos on his home 
ground. We traveled the country with him, visiting 
and speaking in 44 churches over 10 days. The 
welcome we received at each congregation was 
truly heart-warming, and the spiritual unity was 
overwhelming.

It was only then that the poverty of rural Mozam-
bique really hit home to me. All the members are 
subsistence farmers, growing maize, which when 
ground and boiled makes up their staple diet. This 
is their breakfast and dinner, cooked without salt or 
any other spice or sort of gravy. Lunch is unheard of. 
Their only drink is water, drawn from a local river or 
one of the boreholes the government has installed 
in certain regions. Perhaps once a fortnight they 
slaughter a chicken, which provides a little protein 
to their diet. On one occasion we were presented 
with “tea,” which was simply boiled water with a 
teaspoon of sugar added. But these people were 
sincere and genuine and they did want to be associ-
ated with us. 

We decided that we would formalize our associa-
tion in August 2010, when Domingos was to have 
attended a pastoral training session in South Africa. 
The day before I left to attend the international 
GCI conference, in July, in the USA, I phoned him 
to check that he had received the funds that I had 

wired to cover his travel expenses. He wished me 
a safe trip, and told me that he and the members 
in Mozambique would be praying for a successful 
conference. 

sHockInG nEWs

When I arrived in Orlando, I was shocked and 
saddened to learn that Domingos had passed away, 
probably due to a malaria relapse. Not only had 
I lost a good friend, but I had lost our channel 
of communication with Mozambique, since the 
primary language there is Portuguese. Domingos 

was the only member in 
Mozambique who spoke any 
English.

We now have 
about 4000 

members there…
They are all 
subsistence 

farmers and live 
day to day and 
hand to mouth

Thanks to 21st-century technology, however, I 
was able to use Blackberry and Google translation 
programs to reply to the frantic messages from 
those Domingos left behind in Mozambique. I reas-
sured them that our relationship would continue 
and that I would see them again as soon as it could 
be arranged. I was able to return to Mozambique 
in September 2010, when with the advice and 
approval of their church board, I appointed Pastor 
Mariano Binzi as their new leader. Even though the 
affiliation process had not yet been formalized, they 
already considered themselves fully GCI.

One thing I realized on my first visit was the 
importance of training the pastors in basic theology. 
Some of the Mozambican pastors did not even have 
Bibles when I first met them. Since then, we have 
provided them with Bibles, and with the generous 
help of our Canadian churches, we have been able 
to plan a pastoral training program. We have also 
been able to bring in a leader and translator from 
our small congregation in Portugal. Enter Daniel 
Fernandes, who is originally from Mozambique, 
although he left as a young child. 

ArrEstEd

Over the Easter weekend, I had planned a 4 day 
pastoral training programme for the leadership. I 
picked up Daniel from the Johannesburg airport 
at 6 a.m. on the Wednesday before Easter and left 
immediately for Louis Trichardt, where we picked 
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up Caleb Makhela. The three of us then set out 
for Mutare in Zimbabwe, where we would spend 
the night at the home of one of our Zimbabwean 
pastors, Emmerson Gova. 

At the Beitbridge border-
post, we stood in queues 
for about five hours. As we 
were finally cleared to drive 
into Zimbabwe, Daniel was 
greeted with his first African 
sunset. He took out his 
camera and snapped two 
pictures of trees with the 
sun setting behind them. 

Unfortunately, we were 
still in a restricted area 
where cameras were not 
allowed, and the Zimbabwe 
CID pounced, arresting him 
on the spot. They took him 
into a back room, confiscated his passport and 
camera, and told him he would have to appear 
before a magistrate the next day. 

I realized what the border officials were really 
after when they started rubbing thumb and fore-
finger together! I told them we were pastors and 
were unwilling to pay any sort of bribe. I also 
threatened to phone the Portuguese embassy. This 
was more trouble than 
they wanted, so they made 
Daniel delete the pictures, 
and we were on our way 
again. We arrived at Pastor 
Gova’s home some time 
after midnight, waking him 
by throwing stones onto his 
roof!

oVErFloW

We left Mutare early 
the next morning, traveling 
through into Mozambique 
and eventually arriving in 
Morrumbala, in northern 
Mozambique, just before midnight on Thursday. 
Most of the conference attendees had already 
arrived and were dancing the night away in praise 
and worship. After a warm and touching welcome, 
we crept off to our hut to sleep. The music and 
dancing continued into the early hours of the 
morning. African Christians know a lot about the 
joy of salvation. 

 The next day we found that instead of the 54 
delegates we were expecting, more than 350 had 
arrived! They had brought their reed mats with 
them and most were sleeping under the stars, 
without even blankets to keep them warm. What a 
humbling experience to see this thirst and sacrifice 
for understanding. 

We also discovered that since my last visit in 
September 2010, an additional 33 churches had 
been planted, bringing the total to 87 congregations. 

Even without Domingos, the spreading of the gospel 
in Mozambique was continuing.

We spent the next four days in fellowship, 
song, praise and teaching. 
The Mozambican leaders 
hungrily drank in and 
accepted all we had to say. 
On Sunday, in a deeply 
moving ceremony, we 
formalized the affiliation 
and welcomed our brothers 
and sisters from Mozam-
bique into the GCI fellow-
ship. We took communion 
with them, which was a first-
time experience for most. 
As we partook of the bread 
and wine, I sensed the real 
significance  that through 
Christ’s broken body and 

shed blood no matter who we are or what our 
background, language barriers are overcome and 
we are all truly united in him.

PrAYEr

Please remember to pray for our brothers and 
sisters in Mozambique. The challenges they face 
are many. There is little or no formal transport 

system, making it very 
difficult for our leaders 
there to visit churches and 
members. Bicycles are often 
used to travel hundreds 
of kilometers over rugged 
terrain. Disease is rife. The 
average life expectancy is 
at least 20 years below the 
world average. It is one of 
the poorest countries in the 
world. We now have about 
4000 members there, not 
one of whom are employed 
or have any means of 
income. They are all subsist-
ence farmers and live day-

to-day, hand-to-mouth, scratching a living out of 
the harsh African soil. 

The Bibles we give them are their most valued 
possessions, and they are hungry for more knowl-
edge and understanding. I continually find their 
joy and love a source of great inspiration, and a 
radiant reminder of what our faith is all about. Their 
hearts and prayers are with all their new brothers 
and sisters around the world, as I know yours are 
with them!  Thanks to all those GCI members who 
have donated so generously to make this initiative 
possible. A percentage of all your donations go 
toward the Mozambique support fund. F2F

Bibles, donated by GCI-Portugal, being given out
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Into All the World

“A Swiss soldier by the name 
of J. R. Gschwend fell into 
the hands of the German 

forces during World War I and was 
accused of espionage, and sentenced 
to death. 

In his death-cell he experienced an extraor-
dinary spiritual awakening, and found God in a 
remarkable way. When the German forces released 
him without any explanation, he dedicated his life 
to the service of God. He 
qualified as a minister of 
religion, and left by ship 
for Africa in 1921, where 
he eventually established 
this Gospel Literature 
Mission in  1935.” This 
is the foreword to the 
little booklet published 
by the All Nations Gospel 
Publishers, Pretoria, South 
Africa.

It was my privilege 
to become acquainted 
with the family while my 
father was pastoring a 
church in Bethlehem, in 
the Free State, South 
Africa during the 1940’s. 
The Gscwends’ lived up 
against a high hill over-
looking Bethlehem. My 
parents visited them regularly and I played with the 
youngest son, Ronald. Manasseh, the eldest brother 
was then a teenager and out of my league as a 
playmate. It was there that I first saw their publi-
cations that are still today been used effectively to 
proclaim the gospel.

Manasseh R Gschwend, now at the age of 85, 
as chairman, is still regularly going to the office 
where his son Eugene, age 60, runs the business 
as Secretary. Both are qualified pastors. Manasseh’s 
father wrote a booklet in 1928, called The Heart of 
Man with graphic illustrations of the heart in various 
stages of sinfulness and righteousness. This booklet, 
amongst many other publications has brought many 
a person to the grace of God and salvation.

The need in the world is clearly seen by this 
mission where the gospel is published and distrib-
uted with passion and commitment. The need out 
there is that over six thousand isolated communities 
in third-world countries have not yet been pene-
trated with the gospel, involving more than one 
and a half billion people, some in less accessible 
rural areas. It has been their objective since 1935 
to translate, print and distribute the gospel amongst 
these people.

To attain their goals The All Nations Gospel 
Publishers complete some of their literature into 15 
to 20 new translations every year. It takes two to 
seven years to complete each translation. They print 

12 million copies per 
year at their own ultra 
modern mission press. 
Three hundred kilome-
tres of paper is printed 
every month. Every day 
almost 160 individu-
ally sorted and packed 
parcels of literature, in 
463 tribal languages, 
are mailed out free of 
charge to 114 third-
world countries.

The work is mind-
boggling and their faith 
is monumental. All of 
this and much more is 
financed since 1935 by 
donations only. They do 
not have any reserve 
funds available. The 

miracle all along is that though it is not their policy 
to solicit donations or to make their needs known to 
the public, somehow, every month, God lays their 
needs on the hearts of people and God honours 
their faith in his divine providence.

The production and vision is but part of the 
work. The testimonies of people saved and deliv-
ered from bondage, animism, voodooism, ancestral 
worship and many other heathen practices would 
fill volumes. I have the privilege of reading some 
of the testimonies published and corroborated with 
photographs every month.

Following is but one testimony that is typical 
from among hundreds, regularly being received, 
which was published in the latest bulletin from this 

Eben D Jacobs

Continues on page 19
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Did you know that the word 
“but” can be one of the 
most meaningful  

and encouraging words in 
the English language?

“There has been an accident but no one was hurt.”
“Last week I lost my job but today I started a new 

one.”
“I lost my wallet but it was returned with all my 

money.”
But (there’s that word again) that’s not all.  Did 

you know that but is one of the most important and 
thought-provoking words in the Bible? It often intro-
duces some good news when things are looking bad.  

“The wages of sin is death but the gift of God is 
eternal life.”

“It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.”
The little connecting word but can make a big 

difference!  It indicates a contrast and in the Bible 
contrasts are always important.  When you are 
reading the Bible, be on the lookout for this seem-
ingly insignificant word.  It is like a stop-sign warning 
us to stop, think and ask: “Why is God making a 
contrast now?” and “What was God saying before 
the but and in which direction is he leading me 
now?” 

In his commentary on the apostle Paul’s letter 
to the Church at Ephesus, Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
challenges us: “You can tell whether you are a 
Christian or not by just answering this question:  Do 
you feel at times that the greatest word in the entire 
language of humanity is the word but?”1 

In that same letter the apostle paints a devas-
tating picture of the characteristics of a human life 
that follows its sinful passions and desires:   

“And you... who were dead in trespasses and 
sins, in which you once walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit who now works in the 

sons of disobedience, among whom also we all 
once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and 
were by nature children of wrath, just as the others”  
(Ephesians 2:1-3 NKJV).   

WE’rE All lIkE tHAt!

This must be one of the most depressing and 
discouraging passages in the Bible! It is a descrip-
tion of disobedient people in the grip of sin, doomed 
forever. They are spiritually dead (unable to under-
stand and grasp spiritual things) and enslaved and 
influenced by three powerful forces - the evil ways 
of this world, Satan and self-centredness. We may 
gloat and say, “I am not perfect but at least I’m not 
like that!” But Paul says all of us were like that.  Left 
to ourselves this is what you and I are like.      

We were all in a hope-
less situation but Jesus 
has changed everything.

Is there any hope for anyone in such a horrific 
condition?  All of this sounds so depressing and 
negative doesn’t it?  It would be if that was Paul’s 
conclusion.  But there is good news! The Gospel of 
Jesus Christ is the best news we have ever heard.  
Verse four introduces a great turning point :

“But God…”
Paul changes direction completely.
But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His 

great love with which He loved us, even when we 
were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us 
up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:4-6 NKJV).

This is a powerful statement. It is hard to even 
begin to fathom the depth of what has happened 
to us.  

Gordon Green
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Jesus has ascended to his Father and now sits 
at his right hand in the heavens (1 Peter 3:22). All 
power is in Jesus’ hands, and Jesus and the Father 
dwell in perfect unity and love. Jesus not only reigns 
with God the Father over all the universe, he and 
the Father, with the Holy Spirit, are one.

But there is more! Do you understand what God 
has done for you personally? God has  “picked us up 
and set us down in highest heaven in company with 
Jesus, our Messiah” (Ephesians 2:6 The Message 
Bible). United to Jesus (who is our representative 
and substitute), God has brought us into the loving 
relationship which the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
share. 

BrAnd nEW PEoPlE

This doesn’t mean that we never sin, but this is 
about a change that has taken place and is taking 
place in the depth of our nature because Jesus 
Christ has entered into our nature. We  were all in 
a hopeless situation but Jesus has changed every-
thing. Respected theologian John Stott, writes; “…
what Paul does in this passage is to paint a vivid 
contrast between what man is by nature and what 
he can become by grace.”2 Just as light and dark-
ness and forward and reverse are direct opposites 
so too is the contrast that has happened to us. Once 
there was no hope for us, but Jesus has made all 
the difference!    

God has intervened. God has rescued us. God 
has initiated our salvation. God has reached down 
and taken us upwards. God has taken action to 
reverse our condition in sin. God has made us new!  
Not new improved people. Not people who have 
turned over a new leaf but brand new people!  

Are you finding it difficult to let go of your 
past?  Are you trying to make your way through 
life burdened with guilt because you feel you can 
never be forgiven?  Don’t let your past determine 
your sense of who you are. Only Jesus can tell 
you who you are. In Jesus, you are  accepted.  The 
Father has embraced you and made you his own.  
The wages of sin is the spiritual death penalty, but 
that penalty has been paid for you and you are now 
alive, forgiven, brought back from the dead, as it 
were, to live with Jesus. That’s who you really are. 
Thank God, trust God and embrace the new life that 
God has already made real for you in Jesus. 

Stop.  Think. Ponder on what life is like without 
Jesus. This will enable you to see in a whole new 
light what you are by the grace of God. You were 
once dead but now you are alive!   

But…?
No need for ‘buts’ here. Be the new person God 

has made you. F2F

 

1 D.Martyn Lloyd-Jones:  God’s Way of Reconciliation; p179
2 John Stott: The Message of Ephesians; p 69

mission.
Mr. Kap Thang from Yangon in Myanmar reported 

that he still remembers clearly how a father tied 
his youngest son to a pillar, and then cut the son’s 
arm to collect a whole bottle of blood to sacrifice to 
their village god of the great rock. A calamity had 
befallen the family and that was the only way they 
could appease the god of the village rock.

The young son was not able to cope with such a 
sudden loss of so much blood and died as a result.

Many of the isolated Ngawn villages in the 
isolated Chin mountains have not heard the Chris-
tian message. They still follow the traditional beliefs 
of Buddhism or Animism, worshipping many gods 
such as the one mentioned or the god of the great 
tree of the village, and so on.

Mr. Kap Thang, who was the translator of the 
gospel literature into the mother-tongue of these 
Ngawn people grew up in one of those villages. His 
parents moved to one of the larger towns where 
they heard the message and at the age of 19 he 
turned to Christ as his personal Saviour. He is 
now very active in trying to evangelize those more 
isolated villages.

He says. “Our traditions are so strong, that it is 
very seldom that an individual in the villages can 
turn to Jesus Christ. Since we have started to explain 
the Gospel through your literature to them, which 
is now printed in their own Ngawn language, we 

are succeeding more often to lead complete family 
units (to Christ) with the help of the illustrations and 
messages in this literature.” (This almost sounds 
like Paul’s report on the conversion of Lidia and her 
household.Acts 16:15)

A world map would be dotted in red over Africa, 
India, the Far East, and even Europe, and some in 
South America of outlying places already reached 
with literature in home-languages. 

As the numerous letters arrive in the offices 
of the Mission, they serve as stimulus to continue 
with the work that has been going on for almost 
eight decades and over three generations. Jesus’ 
command to his disciples was to “make disciples of 
all nations.” How comforting to all Christians to see 
how this is being done even though quietly in the 
background.

It is certainly worth our while to pray for such a 
work and whenever we are able to, to support them 
to continue this outreach. F2F

All Nations Gospel Publishers
P O Box 2191, Pretoria
0001

Tel: (012) 327-4441/2/3
Fax: (012) 327-2578

Continued from page 17
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The 
bitter 
heart 

eats its 
owner

 This deeply insightful 
Botswana proverb speaks 
to a human condition 

that lingers in the hearts of more 
people than we can imagine. 

Bitterness may be expanded to incorporate the 
less attractive traits of human nature discussed by 
the apostle Paul in the fifth chapter of the book of 
Galatians; such as hatred, discord, jealousy, anger, 
selfish ambition and envy.   

This African proverb illustrates the powerful influ-
ence negative emotions have on both our physical 
health and psychological well being.  The biblical 
Book of Proverbs pinpoints the link between these 
two factors with remarkable clarity.   For instance, 
we read in Proverbs 14:30 “A heart of peace gives 
life to the body, but envy rots the bones.”  Proverbs 
17:22 tells us that “a cheerful heart is good medicine, 
but a crushed spirit dries up the bones” and Proverbs 
16:24 explains “Pleasant words are a honeycomb, 
sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.”

strEnGtHEn YoUr IMMUnE sYstEM

Here we begin to understand how detrimental 
hate and negative emotions can be to both our 
emotional and physical health, yet more impor-
tantly how love, reaching out to others, living in a 
nurturing and caring environment makes us happier 
and healthier.  Even medical science agrees that a 
positive mental attitude, appreciating ourselves 

and others, as well as sharing life’s experiences,  
diminishes our risk of illness.  Studies point out that 
love and positive emotions help to strengthen the 
immune system and increase resistance to disease 
by releasing life energising hormones and chemi-
cals into the blood stream.  

Studies of older people have shown that those 
in touch with family, friends, church and society 
stay in much better shape physically, mentally and 
emotionally.  Research conducted at Yale University 
found that the quality of love in a relationship was 
important for predicting the severity of coronary 
artery blockages, and that feelings of being loved 
and emotionally supported, reduce the risk of 
angina, even in the presence of high risk factors 
such as smoking, cholesterol and family history.

It is important to hit the pause button now and 
again and reflect on your emotional condition.  
After all, we are emotional beings and it is normal 
to experience the full range of emotions, from love, 
joy, peace and laughter to disappointment, anger 
and sadness.  The challenge lies in whether we find 
ourselves deeply entrenched in a constant spiral of 
negativity and cannot let go of the toxic attitudes 
that bring serious harm to our mental, emotional, 
physical and spiritual well being.  

don’t lEt YoUr PAst 
BEcoME YoUr PrIson

It may even become addictive if we keep nega-
tive emotions alive by constantly thinking about the 
bad things that have happened to us in the past, 
or habitually retelling the story of what others have 

Bob Klynsmith
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done to us.  Our story then becomes our identity, 
leaving very little room for the Father, Son and 
the Holy Spirit to become proactively involved in 
enabling us to develop a sparkling new identity in 
Christ, and growing to our full spiritual potential.  
Bad memories can take over completely, loading 
you with a burden that becomes an integral part 
of your sense of self.  Your past then becomes your 
prison.  Author Katherine Piderman encourages us 
to “Move away from your role as victim and release 
the control the offending person and situation have 
had in your life. As you let go of grudges, you’ll no 
longer define your life by how you’ve been hurt.” 1 

The good news is that Christ has come to heal 
the broken hearted and set us free from the nega-
tive burdens that hold us back (Luke 4:18).  Paul 
inspires us to let go of the destructive attitudes of 
our sinful nature by walking in the fruits of the spirit; 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self control.  Galatians 
5:24-25 elaborates: “Those who belong to Christ 
Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions 
and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in 
step with the Spirit.” Paul adds in verse 13 that we 
are ‘called to be free’ and encourages us in verse 
16 to “live by the Spirit and you will not gratify the 
desires of the sinful nature.”     

However, stuff happens during our journey 
through life and letting go may be easier said than 
done—like a fishing line that is all tangled up and 
impossible to unravel. Perhaps a combination of 
agonising experiences we feel others have inflicted 
on us, such as betrayal, pain, abuse and mistreat-
ment have given us that “bitter heart.”  Yet resent-
ment never settles the score, but is like an open 
wound that will fester.  

To clear the inner sanctuary of our soul of the 
toxic emotions that relentlessly eat away at us, 
on our own strength is well nigh impossible.  Yet, 
Christ can untangle that mess.  It is the indwelling 
presence of the Holy Spirit that opens the door to 
a brand new future, unchained from the past and 
free from the shrinking world of bitterness.   

An Act oF coUrAGE And strEnGtH

It is also through the appreciation and accept-
ance of God’s love and forgiveness that we develop 
the capacity to forgive others, no matter what they 
have done to us.  Indeed, a forgiving attitude will 
lead to a new world of possibility, transforming 
what may be a troubled spirit into a loving spirit of 
joy and peace.  Forgiveness is not an act of weak-
ness but one of courage and strength.  Revenge is 
the broad path of destruction while forgiveness is a 
tough work of love that frees your spirit to become 
who you are meant to be in Christ.  Indeed, forgive-
ness is not a feeling but a choice to end the cycle of 
revenge, hate and bitterness.

In his book ‘Unconditional’, Brian Zahnd notes:  
“Being a recipient of the infinite love of God should 
create within the forgiven sinner a wellspring of 
infinite capacity to forgive. We forgive out of our 

capacity of being forgiven...Jesus calls us to give 
what we have received – unbounded forgiveness.”

Corrie ten Boom, a Dutch Christian, endured 
enormous pain and suffering at the notorious Raven-
sbruck camp during the Holocaust, including the 
loss of her father and beloved sister.  After giving a 
speech in 1947 at a church in Munich, Germany she 
recognised one of Ravensbruck’s cruellest guards 
making his way towards her.  He stunned her with 
the following words:  “You mentioned Ravensbruck 
in your talk. I was a guard there...I have become a 
Christian and I know that God has forgiven me for 
the cruel things I have done there, will you forgive 
me?”

Vivid memories flooded her mind as she thought 
about the pathetic pile of shoes and dresses in the 
centre of the floor; the shame of women walking 
naked past this man, her sister’s frail form ahead 
of her, ribs protruding sharply beneath her parched 
skin.   A thought flashed through her mind; ‘could 
he erase Betsie’s slow and terrible death?’  Yet she 
had worked with victims of Nazi cruelty and tried 
to rebuild their lives, emphasising that those who 
nursed their bitterness would become invalids.  

“…WItH All MY HEArt”

As she stood there with coldness clutching her 
heart, praying to Jesus for help and realising that 
although powerful emotions may rage in her heart, 
forgiveness is in itself an act of the will and needs 
to rise above the temperature of her heart.  Then 
through tears of healing and joy they joined hands 
and she said: “I forgive you with all my heart...I had 
never known God’s love as intensely as I did then.  
But even so, I realised it was not my love...it was the 
power of the Holy Spirit.”

Jesus forgave those who hated and despised 
Him, even as they drove nails into his hands.  Notice 
Christ’s response during his dying moments on the 
cross:  “Father forgive them for they do not know 
what they are doing.”  There was not an ounce of 
self pity in Jesus’ attitude, just total selflessness and 
love to the core.  The fire of God’s love enabled him 
to endure the most excruciating of trials.  While he 
demonstrated the power of this radical kind of love 
on the cross, Jesus was in essence saying to each 
one of us, forgive others as I have forgiven you.  As 
Brian Zahnd explains;  “Christian forgiveness is not 
cheap as it flows from the cross, the place where 
injustice and forgiveness collide and where grace 
triumphs over evil.”

The Greek word ‘aphiami’, usually translated ‘to 
forgive’ also means ‘to throw’ or ‘to let go’.  Now is 
the time to let go of the negative emotional entrap-
ments that have imprisoned you for so long 
  Jesus said in Matthew 11:28-29 “Come to me, all 
you who are weary and burdened and I will give you 
rest.” F2F

1. Katherine Piderman (Mayo Clinic staff chaplain – article “What is 
forgiveness”).
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Gordon Green

King Solomon’s sayings have a lot to say about 
what we say. In fact, “tongue,” “mouth,” “lips” and 

“words” are mentioned in Proverbs almost 150 times. 
This means that these words occur on an average of 
just under five times in each of the thirty-one chap-
ters. So any subject mentioned that often, must be a 
significant factor in our spiritual growth!  

Last time we looked at the importance of quietly 
and calmly answering someone when they are 
angry and shouting at us, and the positive effects 
this approach can have in our relationships. But 
does a soft answer always diffuse anger and is it 
always the most suitable response? Although many 
proverbs encourage the quality of gentleness as a 
hallmark of wise speech there are some proverbs 
that reveal that wise words are not always soft words. 
The same wise king who wrote “A soft answer turns 
away wrath” also wrote “A bold reproof promotes 
peace” (Proverbs 10:10 NLT) and “A wise friend’s 
timely reprimand is like a gold ring slipped on your 
finger” (Proverbs 25:12 The Message).

The truth is it is naive to think that a gentle 
answer is the solution to all conflict. Life is often 
more complex than that.  Remember, proverbs are 
generalities that work most of the time but  not 
universal guarantees or promises. There are times 
when harsh words are necessary. Jesus, for example, 
condemned the hypocritical religious leaders of his 
time (Matthew 23) and rebuked Peter for his attitude 
(Matthew 16:23). We need balance in our approach 
and we also need to balance proverbs against one 
another and against the rest of scripture – and we 
must use common sense. There is the right way and 
the right time (not to mention the right motive) for 
our responses.  

nAzI sYMPAtHIzEr

Jewish rabbi Michael Weisser and his wife Julie 
had just moved into their new home in Nebraska, 
USA, when the phone rang and the caller’s voice 
said, “You will be sorry you ever moved into this 
street, Jew boy.” Two days later the Weissers found 
a packet flung onto their front porch. Inside were 
pictures of Hitler, caricatures of Jews with hooked 
noses and graphic pictures of dead Jews. 

It was the work of Larry Trapp, a 44 year old loner 
who was confined to a wheelchair because of late-
stage diabetes. Larry was a Nazi sympathizer and a 
high ranking member of  the  Ku Klux Klan, respon-
sible for terrorising local African-American, Asian and 

Jewish 
famil ies. 
Police knew 
he made explosives. 
But they didn’t know 
he planned to blow up the 
Weissers’ synagogue. But he didn’t. Why?  Because 
despite their fear and revulsion, the Weissers 
reached out to Trapp, with wisely chosen alternating 
strategies of both harsh words and soft answers, 
showing him – through both – more love than he 
had ever known in his abused and abusive life.

There is the right way and the 
right time (not to mention the 

right motive) for our responses. 

Trapp’s threatening phone calls continued.  So 
Michael Weisser began calling Trapp. Trapp wouldn’t 
answer, so Weisser left messages on his answering 
machine. “Larry,” he said “do you know that the very 
first laws that Hitler’s Nazis passed were against 
people like yourself who had no legs or who had 
physical deformities or physical handicaps? Do you 
realise you would have been among the first to die 
under Hitler? Why do you love the Nazis so much?”

In return Larry left angry taped messages 
denouncing black people, homosexuals, and Jews.  
Each time Weisser replied with a stern message of 
his own. “Justice is for everybody, Larry... What are 
you going to say to God on your judgment day?”  
Meanwhile Weisser led his congregation in prayers 
for the KKK leader.

One day when Michael called, Trapp himself 
picked up the phone. “What do you want?” he 
shouted angrily. “Well” said Weisser. “I was thinking 
you might need a hand with something, and I 
wondered if I could take you to the grocery store or 
something.” There was silence on the line. Weisser 
heard Trapp clear his throat and say, “That’s nice of 
you, but I’ve got that covered. Thanks anyway.” In 
subsequent phone calls, Trapp told Weisser he was 

King Solomon’s Mines
moDeRn WIsDom FRom tHe AnCIent  
book oF pRoVeRbs (pARt 5)
A Soft AnSwer turnS AwAy wrAth: 
often... but AlwAyS?
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“rethinking a few things.”  

“I’ll APoloGIzE”

One day Wiesser saw Trapp on TV, shrieking 
about the “Jew media.” Furious, Wiesser picked up 
the phone. “This is the rabbi,” he said. “It’s clear 
you are not rethinking anything at all. I demand an 
explanation for what you are saying!” In a surpris-
ingly tremulous voice, Trapp said, “I’m sorry I did 
that, I’ve been talking like that all my life... I can’t 
help it... I’ll apologize.”

But that’s not the end of the story. For the last 9 
months of his life, the Weissers actually took Trapp 
into their home. They set up his hospital bed in the 
middle of their already busy household, cared for 
his physical needs on days when he was kindly and 
days when he was bad-tempered. So moved was 
Trapp by the Weissers compassion that the former 
KKK leader  converted to Judaism 3 months before 
he died in September 1992.1

That’s an inspiring story and a powerful 

illustration of knowing when to use the soft answer 
and when to use the harsh word - and the good that 
resulted. 

Living wisely is a challenge and we all need 
guidance to make the right choices. It’s not always 
easy to know when to use the soft word and when 
not to. We need discernment. We need discretion. 
Parenthood, friendships, marriage, dealing with 
difficult people, to name just a few—all require both 
communication strategies and the wisdom to know 
when which is called for. Ask God regularly for the 
wisdom to utter wise words and he will give it to you 
generously (James 1:5).

Thanks be to God who promises us, in all 
the ups and downs of life, the wisdom to utter  
wise words!  F2F

1 Preaching Proverbs: Alyce M. McKenzie p113-119

As editor of Christian Odyssey, our denominational 
magazine, I am often approached by people who have 
a story or an idea. “Do you think that would make a 
good article?” they ask hopefully.

“It could,” I tell them, because we always need arti-
cles. “No promises, but if you write it up and send it to 
me, I’ll take a look at it.”

Later—usually much later—I 
will get an email with a document 
attached. “It’s a bit longer than 
you asked for,” they say. “Well, 
quite a bit longer, actually. And 
I am not sure I have actually said 
what I wanted to. Anyway, here 
it is. Do what has to be done 
to it.” The aspiring writer has 
learned that it is much harder to 
put an idea on paper than it is to 
tell the story in person.

So I put on my editor’s hat 
and prepare to sort things out. 
Provided the writer has a sound 
idea, an editor can usually get 
even the roughest prose ready for publication. The 
material usually just needs some reorganizing, some 
grammar corrected and verb tenses straightened out. 
I try not to lose the personality of the author. I ask 
myself, “What is it he or she is struggling to say?” Then 
I reshape the material so that they can say it—clearly 
and unambiguously. I know I have done my job when 
I send the writer an edited draft for approval and get 
a message back saying, “Yes—that is what I was trying 
to say.”

The experience of sorting out what others are 
wanting to communicate has helped me understand 
something Paul wrote about prayer. In his epistle to 
the Romans, he says, “Likewise the Spirit also helps in 
our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray 

for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered” (Romans 
8:26, NKJV).

At first reading, you can get the idea that there is 
a kind of incoherent moaning going on as background 
noise while you pray. But that isn’t the case at all. 

The “groanings that cannot be 
uttered” are ours. We want to 
communicate with God clearly 
and effectively. We want to 
understand his will in our lives 
and the lives of others and ask 
him to make evident his grace 
and mercy. But often our efforts 
fall far short, sometimes degen-
erating into a confused and frus-
trating web of muddled clichés. 
But God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, has invited us to partici-
pate in their free and loving 
communion, and prayer is one 
way we can do that. 

So, Paul explains, the Holy 
Spirit enters into our inadequate prayers and redeems 
them. In this way we can have absolute confidence that 
we are heard, and although the answer to our prayers 
is seldom an unqualified “yes,” we can be certain, as 
the Spirit gives us assurance, that our lives and the 
lives of our loved ones are secure in the unquenchable 
love the Father has for the Son. God promises that his 
ears are always open to the groanings of his children (1 
Peter 3:12). In fact, Paul is telling us, he is personally 
present in our groaning from start to finish. 

Later I often find my prayer has been answered. 
Not often exactly as I had asked, but I learn that a 
person has been helped or a problem solved. And in 
retrospect I can say, “Yes, that is what I was trying to 
say.” F2F

John Halford

GRoAnInGs tHAt neeD to be eDIteD
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Listen to us on CCFM  
and Radio Pulpit:

radio Pulpit  AM 657 kHz  
(throughout SA on AM frequency)  
5 min slot every Monday @ 6:40am 
and Friday @ 6.11 am
ccFM 107.5 FM (The Greater Cape Town 
area from Melkbosstrand to Durbanville to 
Stellenbosch to Gordon’s bay from Muizen-
berg) Monday and Friday at 9:05, Saturday at 
21:00, Sunday at 04:30, Sunday at 19:15

IF YOU LIVE IN CAPE TOWN , YOU 
CAN LISTEN TO FACE TO FACE ON:

www.ccfm.org.za

On-air 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, o�ering the 

best mix of contemporary 
Christian music and 

compelling chat, 
combined with up-to-

the-minute news, 
weather forecasts, tra�c 

and travel information.

Looking for a Congregation? 
Face to Face Magazine is published by Grace 
Communion International. We have many congre-
gations across South Africa. If you are interested in 
attending one of our services, please contact one of 
the following people for more information.

Syd Townsend (083 629 9217)- Free State and Lesotho
Gladman Ncokazi (083 230 2643)- Eastern cape
Gordon Green (082 564 0983)- Kwazulu-Natal
Caleb Makhela (074 587 1236)- Limpopo
Takalani Musekwa (082 444 3602) –Gauteng
Trevor Weber (082 927 9864) Western Cape
Tim Maguire (082 374 8437)- Other


