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Editorial

By Tim Maguire

We read in Luke 2:8 that it was the ‘shepherds 
in the field, keeping watch over their flocks at night’ 
to whom the angels declared the arrival of our 
Saviour. Have you ever pondered the significance 
of this? 

What do Shepherds symbolise in the scriptures? 
In Jeremiah 23:1 we read of the shepherds (The 
word ‘ra ah’ is used interchangeably to mean 
shepherds and pastors) who were destroying and 
scattering the sheep. In the parable of the sower/
seeds, Christ says that the ‘field’ symbolises the 
world (Matthew 13:38). And in the first chapter of 
the book of John, Christ is described as bringing 
light into the darkness of the world. 

Before Christ was born, the world, led by the 
shepherds of the law, was living in the darkness of 
legalism and the old covenant. When we walk in 
darkness, without the Light, we stumble (John 11:10) 
But to the shepherds, a new message of hope and 
renewal was given for the world. “But the angel said 
to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people’” (Luke 2:10).  
Everyone was now included in the plan of salvation, 

through Christ our Lord!
 Christ did away with the old shepherds of the 

law, by implementing the law of love and new 
shepherds to care for his flock. In John 21 Simon 
Peter is told to be the first of the new shepherds, 
and to take care of and feed the flock. And through 
Face to Face magazine we continue in his footsteps, 
bringing you our readers, the Good News that is all 
about Christ, and the mind changing reality that is 
living your life in him.

Too often the significance of the Christmas story 
is overlooked as a result of commercialism and 
familiarity. Nativity scenes get stale and as moth 
eaten as the shepherds garments... Angels are just 
plastic figurines wearing halos and the little doll gets 
carelessly laid in a dusty manger, forgetting that he 
represents our Saviour. Let’s make Christmas alive 
again this year. Let’s put Christ in his right place, in 
the very beginning of Christmas.

May you have a Christ centred festive season, 
safe travels and may 2012 be filled with His richest 
blessings for you and your loved ones, Tim.  F2F
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OUR VISION

Face to Face seeks to inspire you to reach your 
full potential as you discover deeper insight into 
the purpose of living and relationships through 
an intimate bond with the Triune God.

OUR MISSION

1. Face to Face seeks to become a trustworthy 
Christian Media Ministry with a reputation 
for quality content, balanced theology and 
thought provoking articles and programmes.

2. Face to Face is committed to bringing a 
positive and practical Christian perspec-
tive on everyday issues facing ordinary 

people. Its content is biblically based, rela-
tional, inspirational and informative.

3. Face to Face undertakes to engage indi-
viduals from a wide range of national and 
cultural backgrounds. It seeks to reflect 
perspectives across these cultural bounda-
ries fairly, accurately and respectfully.

4. Face to Face seeks to inspire readers 
to embrace the gospel and live a 
grace-centred life in Jesus Christ.

5. Face to Face seeks to cultivate a coop-
erative and constructive engagement 
with leaders and communities across a 
broad spectrum of Christian faiths.

DONATIONS
If you would like to contribute to the 
spreading of the gospel through this 
magazine, our bank details are as 
follows: 
Grace Communion International 
First National Bank
Acc. No. 59380027523
Branch code: 255805
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Takalani Musekwa

It was billed the wedding of 
the year. The millionaire 
father had gone all out 

to make his first daughter’s 
wedding a memorable event. 

The who’s who of the town were on the guest list, 
and the gift registries were sent to all guests with 
the invitations. 

On the big day guests arrived in their hundreds 
with their gifts. The groom was neither rich, nor from 
a rich family. Despite the fact that the father of the 
bride was a rich man, the guests bought some very 
expensive gifts for the couple, no doubt to impress 
the father of the bride.

As the couple moved into their small flat, they 
started opening the gifts to see what they got and 
from whom. There was hardly enough space to 
store all the gifts. But there was one package the 
daughter particularly wanted to see. What did her 
rich father buy for her? After going through all the 
big stuff, she realized that none of these were from 
her father. But among the smaller parcels there was 
one wrapped in brown paper. On opening it, they 
realized it was an expensive leather-bound Bible. 
They opened the first page. It read: “To our beloved 
daughter and son-in- law on your wedding day, From 
Mom and Dad. Matthew 6:31-33; 7:9-11.”

She was deeply disappointed. How could her 
parents give her a Bible? The resentment remained 
for years. Eventually her father died. A few years 
later, on the anniversary of her father’s death, she 
saw the Bible her parents had given her on her 

wedding day. She took it off the shelf where it had 
been left unopened all those years. She opened 
that first page and read those words again: “To our 
beloved daughter and son-in-law on your wedding 
day, From Mom and Dad. Matthew 6:31-33; 7:9-11.”

She decided to open the Bible to Matthew 
chapter 6 to read those verses. As she opened the 
page, there was a piece of paper stuck there. It was 
a cheque in her name from her father. It read: “Pay 
Portia Zulu (not her real name) or bearer the sum 
of One Million Rand only.” Her eyes nearly popped 
out!

She then read the verses quoted: “So don’t worry 
about these things saying ‘What will we eat? What 
will we drink? What will we wear?’ These things 
dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your heav-
enly Father already knows all your needs. Seek the 
Kingdom of God above all else and live righteously, 
and he will give you everything you need” (Matthew 
6:31-33 NLT). 

Then she turned the page to read Matthew 
7:9-11: “You parents—if your children ask for a loaf 
of bread, do you give them a stone instead? Or if they 
ask for a fish, do you give them a snake? Of course 
not!  If you sinful people know how to give good gifts 
to your children, how much more will your heavenly 
Father give good gifts to those who ask him.”(NLT).

She started crying. How could she have misread 
her father like this? He loved her so much, yet she 
thought he didn’t. What a tragedy!

A GIFT TOO WONDERFUL

In a few weeks, the world will once again be 
celebrating Christmas. Many are already worrying 

The Best  
Christmas 

Gift
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WHATEVER YOU WANT

Does God let us have our own way?
The answer is yes, often he does. He lets us use our 

free will to make choices, even though sometimes they 
are ill-advised. When we do make mistakes though, he 
does not leave us.

1 Samuel 8 is a case in point. Samuel had been the 
spiritual guide and the circuit 
judge for Israel for many years. 
Now he wanted his sons to take 
his place, but they ended up 
being corrupt and self-serving. 
The Israelites did not turn 
to God for a solution. “Now 
appoint a king to lead us, such 
as all the other nations have” 
(1 Samuel 8:4). Sometimes we 
too may want to copycat what 
others may be doing around us, 
without thinking through the 
consequences.

The unhappy Samuel took 
the concern to God in prayer. 
God replied: “Listen to all that the people are saying to 
you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected 
me as their king” (verse 7). The Israelites could have 
sought God and waited for his response, but instead 
they took matters into their own hands. They wanted 
Samuel to bless their solution to their problem. Have 
you given God your desired answer to your prayers 
and not waited for what God had to say? It was a 
little like that. Samuel warned them of all the dangers, 

explaining how, typically, kings become tyrants. “But 
the people refused to listen to Samuel. ‘No!’ they said, 

“we want a king over us. Then we shall be like all the 
other nations…” (verse:19). Samuel again discussed it 
all with God in prayer, and God’s reply was more or 
less to say, “Ok. Let them do what they want. They can 

have their king”.
The Israelites got their kings, 

most of whom oppressed them 
in different ways and few of 
whom cared anything about God. 
God, however, spoke to them in 
their delusion. He pointed out 
through the prophets that Israel 
needed to return to him. He 
promised that the Messiah, Jesus 
the Saviour, the King of Kings, 
would come from the lineage of 
their future king called David. It 
was this David who wrote about 
how God is “King for ever and 
ever” (Psalm 110:16).

As Christians, we sometimes  listen to Jesus and 
follow him. At other times we listen and decide to 
go our own ways. Even when we make mistakes and 
demands, God still reaches out to us. He does not 
abandon us, just as he did not abandon the Israelites. 
Rather, he continues to express his goodness and 
kindness to us that we may turn to him in repentance 
(Romans 2:4).  F2F

James Henderson

about what gifts they should buy for their family and 
friends. Many are wondering what gifts they will 
receive from their loved ones. Sadly, few know of 
the Christmas gift they have already received! The 
reason they do not know about it is because the gift 
came as a “baby wrapped in 
pieces of cloth and lying in a 
feeding box” (Luke 2:12 NCV). 
Like Portia who thought brown 
paper and a Bible couldn’t be 
worth anything, they are tragi-
cally ignorant of what God has 
given us in Jesus Christ. The 
New Living Translation puts it 
this way: “Thank God for his 
Son—a gift too wonderful for 
words!”(2 Corinthians 9:15).

You see, your parents may 
give you a wonderful gift this 
Christmas, but sadly, they 
have also given you sin. Yes, 
you will die! Before you blame your parents, please 
realize that they also got that from their parents, 
who also got it from their parents, who got it from 
our human ancestor Adam. 

However, there is good news! Great News! The 
news was delivered by an angel to a group of shep-
herds about 2000 years ago. He said to them: “I am 
bringing you good news that will be a great joy to 

all the people.  Today your Saviour was born in the 
town of David. He is Christ, the Lord”(Luke 2:10).  In 
the gospel of Matthew, we learn that God appeared 
to Joseph (Jesus’ earthly father) in a dream saying, 

“She [Mary] will give birth to a son, and you are to give 
him the name Jesus, because 
he will save his people from 
their sins” (Chapter 1:21). 

Like Portia, don’t miss out 
on the joy of a wonderful gift. 
In Christ there is life. The birth 
of Christ was a precursor to 
his second coming. When he 
comes again, “He will remove 
all of their sorrows, and there 
will be no more death or sorrow 
or crying or pain. For the old 
world and its evils are gone 
forever” (Revelation. 21:4).

Like the Wise Men of the 
East, be wise this Christmas. 

Open your Bible and discover the great news of the 
gift of God. Receive your gift this Christmas. You can 
also give this magazine as a Christmas gift. You can 
send for a FREE subscription for a loved one. It may 
be the greatest Christmas gift you have ever given. 
They may find Christ through it. Don’t be deceived 
by the wrapping! Merry Christmas! F2F
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Johannes Maree

If you literally had the 
opportunity to speak with 
God face-to-face and 

could ask him anything, what 
would those questions be?

Just think about it for a minute or two. In our 
prayers and through our daily lives we ask God a lot 
of questions all the time. Sometimes it feels that our 
prayers are answered in a certain way and some-
times it feels as if God just keeps quiet. But imagine 
if God suddenly appeared in person just to you one 
day and said, “Okay, let us sit down together and 
talk. Ask me anything you want.” Wouldn’t that be 
utterly amazing? There you are, having a personal 
one-on-one with the only Being in the universe who 
has all the right answers to all the questions? Again 
I ask, what would those questions be?

I once heard an amusing story about a man 
working in the garden with his young son. Upon 
seeing some earthworms wriggling in the soil the 
young boy was fascinated and asked his dad, “Do 
earthworms yawn?”  I don’t recall what the father 
answered, but it makes me smile every time. Actu-
ally, I still don’t know whether earthworms yawn 
or not, but the point is that we as children and 
adults ask a lot of questions that even if we had the 
answers, they would not have any dramatic impact 
on our daily lives. 

How deep is a hole? How long is a piece of 
string? Does the Loch Ness monster really exist? Do 
earthworms yawn?

AN OPPORTUNITY OF A LIFETIME

There is only one person I know of that literally 
had this opportunity. His name was Job and his 
story is told in the book of Job in the Old Testa-
ment of the Bible. It is really worth reading. In short, 
the story is about a wealthy, happy, and godly man 
who basically has everything, and then everything 

is taken away from him. His farms and house are 
destroyed, his children all die and he ends up 
covered in festering boils, sitting on an ash heap in 
utter pain and misery. Unbeknown to Job this is the 
handiwork of Satan, which God allows. His friends 
come and try to console him, but end up worsening 
the situation by insisting that Job must have done 
something very bad for all of this to happen to him. 
Job pleads innocent and asks probably one of the 
most common questions we all ask from time to 
time, namely, “Why me, God?” 

Might that be one of the top questions you’d 
like to ask? Why me, God? Let’s be serious for a 
moment. Putting aside the interesting-but-not-life-
changing and humourous questions, there are in 
fact a lot of important and soul-wrenching ques-
tions we have asked God and still don’t seem to 
have any satisfactory answers. The other day I was 
talking to a lady who said she has been asking God 
something for years now and still has not received 
an answer. Wouldn’t we all relish the opportunity 
Job had? 

Job doesn’t get much help from his friends and 
his list of questions seems to get longer. Eventually 
he basically says that if only God was here right now 
then he would ask God some real tough questions 
face-to-face and demand some real answers. Job 
sounds a bit presumptuous here, but let’s be honest, 
we’ve all been there at some time or another. Some 
of us are there right now.

ASK AND SEARCH

 Fortunately, we worship a loving and under-
standing God. He is quite happy to commune with 
us and discuss tough questions. Don’t be afraid 
to ask those tough questions, but also be open 
to God’s answers. Furthermore, don’t feel embar-
rassed about the questions you might have. They 
will typically reflect where you are emotionally and 
spiritually. Rather ask and search than not ask at all. 
Please, don’t walk away from God and think you 
will find the answers somewhere else, because you 
won’t.

DO EARTHWORMS YAWN? 
AND OTHER IMPORTANT QUESTIONS YOU’VE ALWAYS WANTED TO ASK GOD FACE-TO-FACE
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“IN JESUS’ NAME”: REFLECTIONS ON 
WHY OUR PRAYERS MATTER

I’ve spent most of my life ending my prayers with, 
“In Jesus’ name, Amen.” It was what I was taught, and 
truth be told, I almost looked at it as a sort of magic 
formula. If I wanted God to hear me, I prayed “In 
Jesus’ name.” If I didn’t pray in 
his name, I couldn’t be sure God 
would honour my request.

After all, Jesus said, “What-
ever you ask in my name I will 
do … ” (John 14:13). Somehow, 
though, I don’t think this is 
about merely saying the right 
words to end our prayers. I think 
it’s more about being in positive 
fellowship with Jesus.

Jesus told us when two 
or more are gathered in his 
name, he is present (Matthew 
18:19-20); and “Whoever welcomes a child in my name, 
welcomes me.” I think that praying in Jesus’ name is 
praying in the same spirit and heart as Jesus would 
pray, that is, a heart of love, of kindness, forgiveness, 
mercy and hope. 

I think it’s also acknowledging that we come to 
the throne of the Father because Jesus is the one who 
takes us there. It’s also acknowledging that we want 
God’s will to be done and not merely our own. 

It’s never wrong to end a prayer, “In Jesus’ name,” 
of course. It’s a reminder that our lives, our worship 
and our requests are all centered on him. At the same 
time, it’s not essential to end a prayer by saying these 

exact words. What is essential is 
that our heart is oriented toward 
and centered on Jesus—on who 
he is for us and who we are to 
him. 

Jesus is focused on us, even 
on all those who don’t yet know 
him as the one who loves them, 
forgives them and reconciles 
them to the Father. 

So now when I end my 
prayers with “in Jesus’ name,” 
I mean a whole lot more than 
just some little set of magic 

words. I’m reminding myself that Jesus is right there 
with me, taking up my feeble little prayers as his own, 
redeeming them and presenting them to the Father. 

What peace, what rest, what certain hope! Jesus is 
my all in all, even in my prayers. F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey

Rick Shallenberger

The story of Job gets really interesting when 
God does come down and speaks face-to-face 
with him. Just imagine, here Job is sitting with all 
these questions and next minute here is God and 
He says, “Okay Job, you have some questions. Let’s 
talk, but before I answer all your questions let me 
first ask you a few of my own.” Yes, that’s exactly 
what happened. I have this picture in my mind of 
Job thinking to himself that okay God, let’s quickly 
answer your questions and then we can get down 
to my more important ones. I can see myself doing 
something like that. 

So God starts to ask Job a number of questions. 
Questions like where were you when I created the 
earth? Can you make it rain? Can you hang the 
earth in empty space on nothing and it won’t fall? 
Can you bring forth the stars in their seasons? Does 
the eagle soar at your command? How long have 
you been around? Job doesn’t attempt to answer 
even one of God’s questions and feels less assured 
and more insignificant with each one. 

“NOW MY EYES HAVE SEEN YOU”

A few things strike me about this Biblical story 
of questions. Firstly, there are a lot of questions we 
don’t have the answers to, nor may have, in this 
lifetime. However, be assured that God is still there, 
He is always in control and together we will triumph 
in this life. Secondly, when we meet God face-to-
face (and we can), life and all its questions take on 
a different perspective. Keep in mind, that during 
all this time Job was still in pain and sitting on top 
of a dump heap. Yet, if you read the story carefully 
you will notice that after God has asked all of his 

questions (to which Job has no answers), Job doesn’t 
even bother to present God with his list of questions. 
All he can say in reply is that he does not have all 
the information nor can he see or understand the 
whole plan of God. The experience however, brings 
Job closer to God and his final comment must rank 
as one of the great quotes of the Bible. He simply 
says, “My ears had heard of you, but now my eyes 
have seen you” (Job 42:5). What an amazing story. 

Please don’t get me wrong, I am not trying to 
trivialise or ridicule any problems someone might 
be going through. Our pain, suffering and heart-
aches are still real. Our questions are still important 
and lingering. Life can be hard. However, seek God 
with all your heart and with all your strength and 
you will find him. He promises you that. 

Do earthworms yawn? I don’t know and frankly I 
don’t particularly care. More importantly, does God 
answer our prayers and questions? Yes. Will we 
find God if we seek him? Yes. Does God love me 
and have a personal interest in my little life? Yes. 
Will God always walk with me, even through dark 
valleys filled with death and sorrow? Most definitely 
a resounding - YES.

Here are some Bible verses of encouragement: 

• Deuteronomy 4:29. Seek the LORD with all  
 your heart and soul and you will find Him.

• 1 Chronicles 28:9. If you seek Him, He will  
 be found. 

• Isaiah 1:18. Come now, let us reason   
 together, says the LORD.

• 1 Corinthians 13:12. Now we see but a  
 poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall  
 see face to face. F2F
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“Suppose you see a bird 
walking around in a farm 
yard. This bird has no label 

that says ‘duck’. But the bird 
certainly looks like a duck. 

Also, he goes to the pond and you notice that 
he swims like a duck. Then he opens his beak and 
quacks like a duck. Well, by this time you have 
probably reached the conclusion that the bird is a 
duck, whether he’s wearing a label or not.”

This statement was made by Richard Cunningham 
Patterson Jr, the American ambassador to Guate-
mala during the Cold War in1950. He used this 
phrase when he accused Jacobo Arbenz Guzmán’s 
government of being communists. The point that 
Patterson was trying to make in this instance was 
that although Guzmán’s government claimed not to 
be communists, everything that they did pointed to 
the fact that they were indeed communists. 1

The ‘duck test’ is a humorous example of 
a form of inductive reasoning, which 

can be applied to determine if 
someone or something is what 
they claim to be. 

So let’s say for example 
that I claim to be the 

biggest supporter that 
the Western Province 

Stormers have 
ever had. If you 
asked me when 
the last time was 

that the Stormers 
made it to a Super 

Rugby final and I could not tell 
you, you would start to doubt 
me. If you then enquired as to 
when the last time was that I 
went to watch a live match 

and I replied four years ago, 
your doubts would esca-
late. What then if you 
asked what I thought 
of their last game and 
I replied that the last 
time I watched a tele-
vised game was two 
years ago? You would 
surely ask yourself if I 
could really be called a 
supporter at all. If finally, 
you enquire about my 
favourite Stormers player 

and I reply that it is Jacque Kallis, well then you 
would know I was lying through my teeth…not only 
was I not the biggest Stormers fan at all, I actually 
had no idea what was happening in local rugby...
never mind the fact that Jacques Kallis is actually a 
cricketer.

THE BIG QUESTION

If someone had to use inductive reasoning to 
look at your life, would they be able to conclude 
that you are an authentic Christian? Surely if you 
say you are a Christian, you should talk like one 
and act like one. 

To answer the question truthfully, we first have to 
be able to determine what a Christian is, but before 
I go on, it is very important to note that this article is 
not intended to be a measuring stick to determine if 
you will be eligible for salvation. 

Salvation is only possible through faith in Jesus, 
who has already paid for our sins through unmer-
ited grace. The focus of this article is not about 
pointing fingers at others to determine the authen-
ticity of their beliefs, but is rather an opportunity for 
introspection.

BUT WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN?

So what makes you a Christian? Is it belief in 
God? Is it Biblical knowledge or going to church on 
Sunday? Is it someone who has faith or does good 
deeds?

We find our first clue in the New Testament when 
Jesus deals with this very issue by trying to enlighten 
the Pharisees. In Mathew 22:36-40 he explains to 
them that the greatest command is to love. “Jesus 
replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is 
the first and greatest commandment. And the second 
is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself.”

Love, as you will discover, is the key to every-
thing. A Christian should firstly love God and have 
a relationship with him. Someone who for example 
prays regularly, does Bible Study and goes to church 
would clearly be demonstrating that he loves God. 
It is impossible to say that you are a Christian and 
not love God; the two are not mutually exclusive. 
Someone for example who does not believe that 
Jesus is his Lord and Saviour, is not an authentic 
Christian. 

Secondly we are commanded to love our 
neighbour as ourselves. Romans 12:10 says it so 
eloquently: “Be devoted to one another in brotherly 
love. Honour one another above yourselves.”

This concept of loving our neighbour as ourselves 

Shaun de Greeff

IF IT WALKS LIKE A DUCK
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is a very hard pill to swallow and we often find a 
way to rationalize our actions. We treat people 
badly, ignore them, gossip about them, hurt them 
and then get to church on Sundays and wonder why 
the seats are empty. We profess that Jesus loves the 
beggar, but we can’t take the time out of our day to 
speak to that beggar. We rationalize that giving him 
money will only reinforce his 
bad behaviour, but it is too 
much effort to buy him a loaf 
of bread. I find the parable 
of the Good Samaritan espe-
cially disconcerting because I 
doubt t I would put my life on 
the line for someone else if 
put in the same position. 

And yet deep down inside 
me I have to realize that I 
cannot profess to love my 
neighbour and then neglect 
him. If I really want to be 
more like Jesus I need to love 
my fellow man.

PREACH THE GOSPEL

We find our next clue in 
Mathew 28:19-20 where Jesus commands his disci-
ples to spread the gospel:  “Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded 
you.”

In stark contrast with the 
Old Testament where the duty 
of preaching and teaching 
fell on the shoulders of the 
religious leaders, the weight 
of spreading the gospel now 
becomes the duty of every 
Christian. We might like to 
think that it is the responsi-
bility of our pastors to go out 
there and spread the good 
news, but if you profess to 
be a Christian your words 
and actions should reflect 
the gospel message. The Old 
Testament was the day of 
the priest. Today is the priesthood of all believers – 
that’s all of us. (1Peter 2:9)

DO GOOD DEEDS

The last point revolves around how we must help 
other people by doing good deeds. It ties in very 
strongly with loving your neighbour but is worth 
a mention on its own. “In the same way, let your 
light shine before men, that they may see your good 
deeds and praise your Father in heaven” (Matthew 
5:16). And in 1Timothy 6:18: “Command them to do 
good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous 
and willing to share.”

As Christians, when we show other people 
unconditional love and help them, we reflect the 
awesome gift that Christ has given us. When people 
see you doing this kind of thing without any hidden 
agendas or motives, and you confess that it is Christ 
in you that has made the change, they will believe 
that Jesus really can make a difference.

BUT ISN’T FAITH 
ENOUGH  
FOR THE DUCK TEST?

A person might argue that 
faith is the only requirement 
for salvation and that we don’t 
need this touchy feely mumbo 
jumbo. All I need is to believe, 
right? That is correct. All you 
need for salvation is faith, 
but bear in mind that with 
true faith comes the desire to 
become more like Christ. If 
you really do believe, you will 
have a desire to do the things 
that God has commanded, 
and that belief will translate 
into action.

The Apostle James addressed this issue in James 
1:22  “Do not merely listen to the word, and so 
deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” And in James 
2:18 he says: “But someone will say, “You have faith; 

I have deeds.” Show me your 
faith without deeds, and I will 
show you my faith by what 
I do. You foolish man, do 
you want evidence that faith 
without deeds is useless?”

CONCLUSION

There are many Chris-
tian attributes I have not 
mentioned here. The beati-
tudes and fruits of the Spirit 
immediately come to mind, 
but ultimately they all stem 
from love. If we love God and 
our neighbours as much as 
ourselves, we will do good 
deeds, live and share the 
good news and be the type 

of people God wants us to be. The Apostle Paul 
said that if we have no love, we are like a clanging 
cymbal, in other words, we just make noise and do 
nothing. We are therefore useless.

So, if you love like Christ did, live the gospel like 
Christ did, have a relationship with the Father, like 
Christ did… well then you can’t be a duck…you 
have to be a Christian! F2F

 
1. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duck_test
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Come with me to Paris, 
France, 1954. Elie 
Wiesel is a correspondent 

for a Jewish newspaper. 
A decade earlier he was a prisoner in a Jewish 

concentration camp. A decade later he would be 
known as the author of Night, the Pulitzer Prize 
winning account of the Holocaust. Eventually he’ll 
be awarded the congressional Medal of Achieve-
ment and the Nobel Peace Prize.

But tonight Elie Wiesel is a 26 year-old unknown 
newspaper correspondent. He is about to interview 
the French author Francois Mauriac, who is a devout 
Christian. Mauriac is France’s most recent Nobel 
laureate for literature and an expert on French 
political life.

Wiesel shows up at Mauriac’s apartment, nervous 
and chain-smoking — his emotions still frayed from 
the German horror, his comfort as a writer still 
raw. The older Mauriac tries to put him at ease. He 
invites Wiesel in, and the two sit in the small room. 
Before Wiesel can ask a question, however, Mauriac, 
a staunch Roman Catholic, begins to speak about 
his favorite subject: Jesus. Wiesel grows uneasy. The 
name of Jesus is a pressed thumb on his infected 
wounds.

Wiesel tries to reroute the conversation but 
can’t. It is as though everything in creation leads 
back to Jesus. Jerusalem? Jerusalem is where 
Jesus ministered. The Old Testament? Because of 
Jesus, the Old is now enriched by the New. Mauriac 
turns every topic toward the Messiah. The anger in 
Wiesel begins to heat. The Christian anti-Semitism 
he’d grown up with, the layers of grief from Sighet, 
Auschwitz, and Buchenwald — it all boils over. He 
puts away his pen, shuts his notebook, and stands 
up angrily.

“COME BACK”

“Sir,” he said to the still-seated Mauriac, “you 
speak of Christ. Christians love to speak of him. The 
passion of Christ, the agony of Christ, the death 
of Christ. In your religion, that is all you speak of. 
Well, I want you to know that ten years ago, not very 
far from here, I knew Jewish children every one of 
whom suffered a thousand times more, six million 

times more, than Christ on the cross. And we don’t 
speak about them. Can you understand that, sir? 
We don’t speak about them.” 1  Mauriac is stunned. 
Wiesel turns and marches out the door. Mauriac sits 
in shock, his woollen blanket still around him. The 
young reporter is pressing the elevator button when 
Mauriac appears in the hall. He gently reaches for 
Wiesel’s arm. “Come back,” he implores. Wiesel 
agrees, and the two sit on the sofa. At this point 
Mauriac begins to weep. He looks at Wiesel but 
says nothing. Just tears.

Wiesel starts to apologize. Mauriac will have 
nothing of it. Instead he urges his young friend to 
talk. He wants to hear about it — the camps, the 
trains, the deaths. He asks Wiesel why he hasn’t put 
this to paper. Wiesel tells him the pain is too severe. 
He’s made a vow of silence. The older man tells him 
to break it and speak out.

The evening changed them 
both. The drama became the 
soil of a life-long friendship

The evening changed them both. The drama 
became the soil of a life-long friendship. They 
corresponded until Mauriac’s death in 1970. “I 
owe Francois Mauriac my career,” Wiesel has said 
. . .and it was to Mauriac that Wiesel sent the first 
manuscript of Night.

What if Mauriac had kept the door shut? Would 
anyone have blamed him? Cut by the sharp words 
of Wiesel, he could have become impatient with the 
angry young man and have been glad to be rid of 
him. But he didn’t and he wasn’t. He reacted deci-
sively, quickly, and lovingly. He was “slow to boil.” 
And, because he was, a heart began to heal.

May I urge you to do the same?
“God is being patient with you” (2 Peter. 3:9). 

And if God is being patient with you, can’t you 
pass on some patience to others? Of course you 
can. Because before love is anything else:  
Love is patient. F2F  

1. David Aikman, Great Souls: Six Who Changed the Century, Nashville: 
Word Publishing, 1998, p. 341-342.)
Excerpted from A Love Worth Giving by Max Lucado
W Publishing, 2002 Used by permission

A PICTURE OF  
PATIENCE

Max Lucado
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Musiiwa Ngwana

“They said Jesus Christ will come 
back. I believe it is him, he is 
back. This man is Jesus Christ,” 

said the  lady  who was being inter-
viewed by a journalist on a TV show. 

How I wished I could have been there just to read 
to her certain scriptures from the Bible! Perhaps she 
would have changed her mind about her assump-
tion.

Matthew 24:23 tells us “…If anyone says to 
you, ‘Look, here is the Christ’ or ‘there he is!’ do not 
believe it.’”

As human beings we can easily be swept up 
with the crowd when it comes to popular ideas and 
hearsay. Just before the turn of the millennium, 
some people believed the world was going to end 
in the year 2000. Early that year, there were reports 
of people selling everything they had, and spending 
all their money, because they believed the world 
was going to end. 

During this year (2011) there was a well circu-
lated prediction by a “prophet” who declared that 
the world was going to end on a certain date. When 
interviewed after the fateful day passed and the 
world was still spinning, he claimed he miscalcu-
lated the dates.

 “No one knows about that day and hour, not 
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father” (Matthew 24:36). Do some Christians forget 
that scripture when they hear predictions of the end 
of the world?

 It’s not only the false predictions that people 
fall for, there are false prophets preaching false 
gospels. In the province of Gauteng in South Africa, 
where I work and live, there is a huge increase in 
the number of “miracle performing” churches.  I 
have spoken to some people who actually admit to 
paying for their “healing.” 

The lady I quoted at the beginning of the article 
was a member of a church whose pastor‘s behav-
iour has people questioning whether he is a real 
prophet or a false prophet. Still, the people go there 
in huge numbers. Some of these “prophets” praise 
or promote their own names, and not the name of 
Jesus. One such pastor even replaces Jesus’ name 
with his own when he sings common worship 
choruses!  Paul warned the Ephesians: “I know that 
after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you 
and will not spare the flock. Even from your own 
number, men will arise and distort the truth in order 
to draw away disciples after them” (Acts 20: 29,30).

Some preach more about money and getting rich 
than about salvation. Their message is “give more, 
so that God can bless you with even more in return.” 

These “prophets” claim to heal all kinds of 
diseases and disabilities. They also claim to get 
rid of demons and perform a lot of questionable 

“miracles.” But Jesus himself told us clearly, “…false 
Christs and false prophets will appear and perform 

great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect, if 
that were possible” (Matthew 24:24). The Apostle 
John, many years later, warned the early Christians 
not to “believe everyone who claims to speak by the 
Spirit. You must test them to see if the spirit they have 
comes from God. For there are many false prophets 
in the world” (1 John 4:1 NLT).

FASHIONABLE CHURCHES

Some of these churches are like fashion trends. I 
have heard some teens say they are going to a new 
church because the one they have been attending is 
now out of fashion! 

The Apostle Paul said, “The time is coming when 
people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome 
teaching. They will follow their own desires and will 
look for teachers who will tell them whatever their 
itching ears want to hear” (2 Timothy 4: 3 NLT).

As Christians we need to keep close to God and 
his word. Jesus told his disciples to be “dressed and 
ready for service” (Luke 12:35). What God wants 
us to do now, is to “be about our Father’s business,” 
living and sharing the gospel with others. Like the 
master in the parable, he will reward us when he 
returns to find us faithfully carrying out his instruc-
tions.

Jesus’ coming will not be in secret. Everyone 
alive at that time will see it, as we are told in Isaiah 
40:5: “And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and 
all mankind together will see it. For the mouth of the 
Lord has spoken.”

No one will need to tell anyone else where Jesus 
is. He will not be hiding somewhere or wandering 
out in the desert. “For as the lightning comes from 
the east and flashes to the west, so will be the coming 
of the Son of Man” (Matthew 24:27). F2F

FALSE PROPHETS
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Truce on Earth, 
good will toward men

About 15 years ago, I met an 
old soldier. A very old soldier. 
Frank Sumpter was more 

than 100 years old when we met. 
He was one of the dwindling ranks of veterans 

who had fought in the trenches of the First World 
War that raged from 1914 to 1918. Frank is dead 
now, as are all those who fought with him and 
against him. The last known WWI combat veteran 
died in Australia in May this year.

I wanted to meet Frank because he was one 
of the few people who had personal memories of 
a remarkable event that happened at Christmas 
in the first year of that devastating war nearly a 
century ago. The old soldier’s body may have been 
fragile but his mind was still sharp and focused. He 
told me a fascinating story.

Let me set the scene for you. 
The dreadful conflict that history remembers as 

The Great War had been building in Europe for years. 
Germany in the late 19th century had become a 
formidable, united nation, and felt threatened by 
its neighbours. The rest of Europe, in turn, was 
alarmed by Germany’s growing power. 

Great Britain had been the unchallenged super-
power of the day, but Germany was becoming a 
serious rival. The German leader, Kaiser Wilhelm 
II, was the grandson of Queen Victoria of England, 
and the two nations were not natural enemies. 
But storm clouds were gathering as political and 
economic tensions steadily increased across the 
continent. 

By August 1914, Europe was ready for war, and 
a madman’s murderous assault on the Archduke 
of Austria provided the catalyst. Germany invaded 
Belgium, and Britain and France had pledged to 
come to the little nation’s defence. So hundreds 
of thousands of young Britons, Germans and 
Frenchmen cheerfully went off to fight for King, 
Kaiser or Country. Both sides expected a quick victory. 

“Home by Christmas” was the patriotic slogan. 
But it was not to be. A fierce winter set in over 

the battlefield, and neither side could gain a quick 
victory. By December 1914, the two huge armies 
were stalemated, bogged down in a line of trenches 
that stretched from the Belgian coast to the Alps. 
Losses to both sides were appalling as they fought 

to gain or regain a few feet of land. 
It soon became obvious that this war would be 

different from anything the world had seen before. It 
would not be decided by one or two pitched battles. 
The front-line soldiers lived for weeks on end, knee 
deep in mud, literally in each other’s gun sights. 
They had once shared the same youthful enthusiasm, 
the same belief that they were fighting for a worthy 
cause. But as winter clamped down, friend and foe 
realized that, far from being home for Christmas, 
they were trapped in the grim trenches, cannon 
fodder for the first modern industrialized war. 

“HAPPY CHRISTMAS TOMMY”

Then on the evening before Christmas of 1914, a 
remarkable thing began to happen. Frank Sumpter 
remembered: “The Germans started it. They were 
in the trenches about 80 yards away, with rolls of 
barbed wire separating us. As Christmas Eve fell, 
the German troops called across ‘Happy Christmas, 
Tommy.’ ‘We called back ‘Happy Christmas, Happy 
Noel.’ Then the Germans signaled to us to come 
out and we began to move.” 

“The Officers became extremely annoyed and 
called out ‘Get back in the trenches.’ But we ignored 
them. We had no particular feelings of animosity 
towards the individuals on the other side. We were 
soldiers, and soldiers don’t hate each other. We 
put our hands through the rolls of barbed wire and 
shook hands with the German troops.

“One man asked me where I was from, and I told 
him. ‘Do you know the Jolly Farmer Pub?’ he said, 
and I said, ‘Yes.’ He said, ‘I used to be the barber 
next door!’ As far as we were concerned there was 
no hatred between us.”1

Similar exchanges began to happen all along 
the front line. German soldiers adorned their lines 
with candles and makeshift Christmas trees. On 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, men who only a 
few hours before had been trying to kill each other 
sang carols and songs across the trenches. Soldiers 
left their muddy trenches and met each other in No 
Man’s Land. They shared drink, food and cigarettes. 
Some even played football. 

Soldiers on both sides wrote home about this 
extraordinary event. One German soldier wrote: “Is 
it possible? Are the French really going to leave us 
in peace today, Christmas Eve? Then; listen; from 
across the way came the sound of a festive song. 
A Frenchman singing a Christmas carol with a 

John Halford
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marvelous tenor voice.
“Everyone lay still, listening in the quiet of the 

night. Is it our imagination or is it maybe meant to 
lull us into a false sense of security. Or is it in fact 
the victory of God’s love over human conflict?” 

And from a letter written by Sergeant A. Lovell of 
the 3rd Rifle Brigade:

“Climbing the parapet, I saw a sight which I shall 
remember to my dying day. Right along the whole 
line were hung paper lanterns and illuminations of 
every description…as I stood in wonder a rousing 
song came over to us…. Our boys answered with 
a cheer. Eventually a party of our men got out from 
the trenches and invited the Germans to meet them 
halfway and talk. And there in the searchlight they 
stood, Englishmen and Germans, chatting, and 
smoking cigarettes together midway between the 
lines. A rousing cheer went up from friends and foe 
alike.”

The diary of Lieutenant Geoffrey Heinekey of the 
2nd Queen’s Royal West Surrey regiment recounted 
an astonishing development, as Christmas dawned 
over the front line: 

“The next morning a most extraordinary thing 
happened—I should think one of the most curious 
things in the war. Some Germans came out and held 
up their hands and began taking in some of our 
wounded, and so we ourselves immediately got out 
of the trenches and began to bring in our wounded 
also. The Germans then beckoned to us and a lot 
of us went over and talked to them and they helped 
us bury our dead. This lasted the whole morning, 
and I talked with several of them and I must say 
they seemed extraordinarily fine men. It seemed too 
ironical for words. There, the night before we had 
been having a terrific battle and the morning after, 
there we were, smoking their cigarettes and they 
smoking ours.” 

SANITY PREVAILED OVER MADNESS

No one gave the order to fraternize like this. It 
happened spontaneously, in many different places, 
all along the front. It was just that the ordinary 
Tommy, Fritz and Jacques had had enough, and 
for “one brief shining moment,”2 sanity prevailed 
over the madness. The generals didn’t like it. They 
realized that if opposing soldiers became friendly, it 
would weaken their resolve to continue the struggle. 
Nevertheless, in some places the unofficial armi-
stice continued into the New Year. (Certain areas of 

the line actually remained quiet for even longer by 
an unspoken, mutual consent.) But eventually the 
fighting started again.

It lasted for nearly four more years, until the 
11th minute of the 11th hour of the 11th month of 
1918. So terrible had been the carnage that politi-
cians confidently said it had been the war to end all 
wars. It wasn’t. Twenty-one years later, World War II 
saw the next generation fighting each other again. 
It never ends.

Of course, there is another way—a way humanity 
longs to go but cannot. But that path, the path of 
love, the path of peace, is a path humanity is inca-
pable of walking. Even when we are weary of the 
fighting, hating and killing; even when we weep the 
tears of deepest pain and anguish for our sons, and 
now our daughters, who are sent away to war to 
return broken and traumatized, if not in body bags. 
Even then, we always do it again. In the words of 
the musical, Shenandoah, set in the U.S. Civil War, 

“They always got a holy cause to send you off to war.”

JESUS CHANGED ALL THAT

Christmas is our way of celebrating the Incar-
nation, the “becoming human” of the Son of God 
for the sake of humanity. He became one of us. He 
took up our cause into his own being. He lived our 
life for us (Colossians 3:4). He died our death for 
us (2 Corinthians 5:14). He is our righteousness (1 
Corinthians 1:30). And he draws all people, even 
you and me, to him (John 12:32). He has made 
us one with him, one with each other, and in him, 
one with the Father (John 14:20). In Jesus Christ, at 
what the Bible calls “the day of his appearing,” the 
day will at last have arrived when “Nation will not 
take up sword against nation, nor will they train for 
war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4). 

Ninety-seven years ago, at Christmastime, for 
one shining moment in the midst of a ghastly war, 
the spirit and hope of peace transformed the hearts 
of soldiers at the front. The day is coming when 
such a moment will last forever. F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey

1 Louis Orgeldinger, History of Württembergische Reserve Infantry 
Regiment No. 246, Stuttgart, 193l.
2 Lerner and Lowe, Camelot.
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 The Greatest Miracle…
and it works every time

Do you believe in  
miracles? I do. 

We don’t always acknowledge them 
as such but inexplicable things either small or great 
have happened to most of us, and I prefer to call 
these miracles.

When I was a child my younger brother and I 
decided we wanted tomato sauce with our food. 
Knowing my dad was the one who did the grocery 
shopping, we pleaded with him to buy some. He 
was pastor of a church in Bethlehem at that time, 
and finances were very tight.

“Sorry, boys,” he replied. “There’s no money for 
luxuries like that.” But he suggested we go into our 
bedroom and ask the Lord Jesus for some.

 We did this without hesitation, not for a minute 
doubting it would happen. 

It was my father’s habit to open the front door of 
the parsonage at six in the morning. He left it open 
for anyone passing by to know that he was available 
for counselling. The morning after our prayers for 
divine provision, he opened the front door and to 
his surprise there were two large bottles of tomato 
sauce on the stoep.

To this day we haven’t figured out how those two 
bottles arrived.

It also happened during the years of World War 
II that the battery of our car packed up. The Buick 
had to be push-started every time. There were 
just no batteries available on account of the war 
effort. One Sunday we drove with a car load of 
young people with their musical instruments in the 
boot. We had to go through a steeply embanked 
drift to get to the farm where my dad was to serve 
communion to some farmers.

With brakes applied he slid down into the drift 
but the car stalled at the bottom. The starter would 
not turn and there was no space to try and push 

the car. My dad prayed and told the Lord he had 
to serve the waiting people with communion and 
would the Lord please let the car start when he 
pressed the starter button? 

It happened just like that! We were able to scale 
the opposite embankment and drove happily to our 
destination. Afterwards, as long as that battery was 
in the car, push-starting was the only option until 
my dad managed to obtain a rebuilt battery.

IMMUTABLE LAWS SUSPENDED

Jesus did many miracles during his ministry on 
earth. He healed the sick, raised Lazarus from the 
dead, walked on the water of the Sea of Galilee and 
turned water into the very best wine, palatable to 
the connoisseur. And this without even a period of 
fermentation. Yet the laws of nature never changed. 
He intervened into the immutable laws and proved 
that he is Master of all laws.

This miracle of miracles turns 
you from death to eternal life.

Profound as these abovementioned miracles 
may be, there is an even greater one—indeed the 
greatest of all.

There have been many campaigns where prom-
ises of healing have been made. But these could 
never be guaranteed, and sometimes sick people 
have gone away disappointed and disillusioned. 
But some years ago I attended a campaign by 
Franklin Graham where miracles did happen and 
were guaranteed to happen. All who would accept 
Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour were invited 
to step forward, and many people flocked to the 
front to receive counselling and prayer. 

There is another immutable law that states that 
the soul that sins will die (Ezekiel 18:4). Yes, we’ve 

Eben Jacobs
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all sinned, and the wages of sin is death (Romans 
6:23). But the gift of God is eternal life (same verse).

This miracle of miracles turns you from death to 
eternal life. Numerous people are walking the earth 
with eternal life inherent.

PHONE FOR A MIRACLE?

Recently I read in a Christian magazine, that if 
you want to know more about what the Bible says 
about receiving eternal life, you may call their 
number. Yes, a simple phone call can be the start of 
the greatest miracle in anyone’s life. 

Any evangelist who is worth his salt can invite 
people to ‘come and receive eternal life.’ The 
surprising thing is that it is so simple. You repent of 
being a sinner and accept the gift of Jesus’ sacrifice 
and resurrection, and you’ll live forever! God the 
Father’s love has made the way through Jesus, so 
that the Holy Spirit may dwell in you and revive you 
from death to eternal life.

This miracle is not only for now—it is everlasting 
and guaranteed. 

A close friend of ours is passionately involved in 
a prison ministry, and has told us many stories of 

prisoners turning to Christ. One of the most dramatic 
is of a man called Eddie (not his real name). 

“Thirteen years ago Eddie was convicted for 
kidnapping and extortion and sentenced to 25 years. 
He was also heavily involved in Satanism, and loved 
to question Christians and “rattle their cages,” as he 
put it.  He met a spiritual worker in the prison who, 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, was able 
to answer his questions. After about two months, 
Eddie accepted Jesus as his Lord and Saviour. His 
life turned around 180 degrees, and he is now a 
model prisoner, and spends his time studying the 
Bible and reaching out to other prisoners. He is due 
for parole soon. We give God the glory.”

Jesus gave his word of honour which is the word 
of God when he said. “I’m telling you the most 
solemn and sober truth now: Whoever believes in 
me has real life, eternal life” (John 6: 47 Message). 

From death in sinfulness to eternal life in purity is 
certainly a greater miracle that even raising Lazarus 
from the grave to physical life that would in any 
case, come to an end again.

And it works every time. It’s guaranteed by God 
himself. F2F

IT ISN’T FAIR

“It’s not fair!” If we had a Rand for every time we’ve 
heard that said – or said it ourselves – we’d probably 
be wealthy. Fairness is one commodity that has been in 
very short supply from the beginning of human history.

Jesus was certainly no stranger to unfairness. When 
he entered Jerusalem a week before his crucifixion, 
the crowds were cheering for him and waving palm 
fronds to honour him in the traditional manner of an 
anointed king. 

We can read the story in John 12:12-15: 
“The next day the great crowd 

that had come for the Feast 
heard that Jesus was on his way 
to Jerusalem. They took palm 
branches and went out to meet 
him, shouting, ‘Hosanna! Blessed 
is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord! Blessed is the King 
of Israel!’” Jesus found a young 
donkey and sat upon it, as it is 
written, “Do not be afraid, O 
Daughter of Zion; see, your king 
is coming, seated on a donkey’s 
colt.”

It was a glorious day. But 
a week later, the crowds were 
shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify 
him!” It wasn’t fair. He had never done anything to 
harm anyone. He did not deserve to be killed. But 
lying witnesses and corrupt officials had turned the 
crowds against him. 

By the time most of us enter kindergarten, we have 
discovered the sad truth that life isn’t always fair. So, 
as much as we hate it, we do our best to adjust to a life 
expecting to be deceived, lied to, scammed, or other-
wise taken advantage of by self-serving people. And 
most of us, if we were really honest, would have to 
admit to being unfair to others a time or two ourselves. 
But we all have a deep sense that we deserve to be 

treated fairly, even if we aren’t always fair ourselves.
Ironically, the gospel, which is by definition “good 

news,” isn’t fair either. The fact is, we’re all sinners, 
and by definition, we deserve punishment. But God 
doesn’t give us what we deserve; he gives us exactly 
what we don’t deserve – grace. 

The apostle Paul wrote in Romans 5:6-11, 
“You see, at just the right time, when we were still 

powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will 
anyone die for a righteous man, 
though for a good man someone 
might possibly dare to die. But 
God demonstrates his own love 
for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 

“Since we have now been justi-
fied by his blood, how much more 
shall we be saved from God’s 
wrath through him! For if, when 
we were God’s enemies, we were 
reconciled to him through the 
death of his Son, how much more, 
having been reconciled, shall we 
be saved through his life!”

Grace isn’t fair. With grace, 
we’re getting what we don’t 

deserve, and we’re getting it because God loves and 
cherishes us in spite of our sins. He values us so much 
that he took our sins on himself, forgiving us and 
drawing us into fellowship with him and with one 
another. 

It’s backwards and upside down from the way we 
usually look at things. We might have discovered in 
Kindergarten the bad news that life isn’t fair. But when 
we meet Jesus, we find the good news that life isn’t fair. 
He gives us exactly what we don’t deserve. He forgives 
all our sins and gives us eternal life. It isn’t fair, but it’s 
the best news we could ever hear. F2F

Joseph Tkach
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Who would you think of 
as your greatest inspira-
tional leader of all time? 

Would it be Nelson Mandela, Walt Disney, Oprah 
Winfrey, or one of the Bible greats like King David or 
Queen Esther? Because you are an individual, with 
a unique background and personality, your choice 
of role model may be quite different from those of 
your friends and family. 

Allow me to share some thoughts about my own 
all time favourite, and in turn I would love to hear 
from you regarding who you would nominate and 
why.  Feel free to communicate with me through the 
Face to Face website or email address. 

For me, Joseph is a larger-than-life biblical 
personality, whose story is as relevant today as it was 
about 3 800 years ago.  He was an exceptionally 

gifted leader and administrator who showed 
amazing resilience in the face of a series of crises 
that rolled relentlessly into his life like the waves of 
the sea.  Horrible things happened to him through 
circumstances beyond his control.    

JEALOUSY AND HATRED

Joseph’s father Israel loved him dearly, more 
than any of his other sons, and gave him a magnifi-
cent multi coloured robe.  Joseph was thrilled with 
this precious gift.  However, his ten brothers did not 
share in the excitement.  They were already jealous 
because he was dad’s favourite.  Their resentment 
grew into hatred which finally culminated in a tragic 
incident that changed Joseph’s life forever.  They 
threw him into a deep cistern, then plotted to kill 
him. Finally after a heated squabble they agreed 
this was too drastic a step.  So they sold him for 
a mere 20 shekels of silver to a group of passing 

Bob Klynsmith

From prison to  
Prime Minister 

the man who never gave up
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Midianite slave traders.
Slave traders were often cruel, chaining slaves to 

one another as they trudged along their harrowing 
journey into the unknown.  Imagine the emotional 
agony that must have raged in Joseph’s heart as 
he plodded wearily under the merciless desert sky, 
thinking about his home and family—wondering if 
he would ever see them again.

 The Midianites eventually arrived in Egypt and 
sold Joseph to an official named Potiphar, who was 
Pharaoh’s captain of the guard.  What a culture 
shock for Joseph, having to adapt to working as a 
house slave in a sophisticated Egyptian home, when 
all he knew about was farming. 

A TRUST RELATIONSHIP

Here is where we begin to gain insight into the 
character of Joseph and the trust relationship he 
enjoyed with the Lord.  Notice Genesis 39:2-5: “The 
Lord was with Joseph and he prospered...When his 
master saw that the Lord was with him and that the 
Lord gave him success in everything he did, Joseph 
found favour in his eyes...Potiphar put him in charge 
of his household and he entrusted to his care every-
thing he owned...the Lord blessed the house of the 
Egyptian because of Joseph.”

Quite a comeback considering the mental, 
psychological and emotional ordeal Joseph had 
been through. Yet, he remained true to his Lord, 
knowing that God would always be at his side in 
the midst of the fiercest of storms...accentuated in 
Hebrews 13:4-6...because God has said, “Never 
will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” So we say 
with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be 
afraid.  What can man do to me?”  

Joseph’s source of strength and resilience 
was anchored firmly in the Triune God. He never 
allowed the distress of his situation to get in the way 
of serving his Lord through his God given talents.  
Potiphar was so inspired by Joseph’s relationship 
with God that he entrusted the oversight of his 
entire household to him.  

However, Joseph’s early success in Egypt was 
short-lived.  Potiphar’s wife found him irresistible 
and attempted to entice him into her chamber.  
Besides the snare of an adulterous relationship, 
Joseph realised he would be bringing the Lord’s 
name into disrepute, and fled the scene.  She reacted 
angrily, falsely accused him of sexual harassment 
and had him thrown in prison.  His reputation was 
besmirched in an instant, probably making juicy 
grapevine news in the corridors of Egyptian high 
society.  

Yet, Joseph remained steadfast, faithfully serving 
God even within the cauldron of the prison walls.  
Genesis 39:21 tells us “The Lord was with him; he 
showed him kindness and granted him favour in the 
eyes of the prison warden.  So the warden put Joseph 
in charge of all those held in prison.” 

I encourage you to read the full story of events 
surrounding his 12 year long stint in prison, and 
the dignified yet assertive manner in which Joseph 
honoured God in exercising his spiritual gift of inter-
preting dreams. His interpretation of God’s revela-
tion to Pharaoh regarding the seven fat cows and 
seven lean cows, depicting seven years of plenty 
and seven years of famine had a dramatic impact 
on Joseph’s life.  We read in Genesis 41:38-40 So 

Pharaoh asked them, “Can we find anyone like 
this man, one in whom is the Spirit of God?” Then 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all of 
this known to you, there is no one so discerning and 
wise as you.  You shall be in charge of my palace, 
and all my people are to submit to your orders.  Only 
with respect to the throne will I be greater than you.”  

FROM ZERO TO HERO

What an incredible turnaround in the life of 
Joseph!  Pharaoh, an Egyptian pagan to the core, was 
deeply moved by the way in which Joseph’s entire 
persona manifested the sovereignty of God and the 
presence of the Holy Spirit.  So much so that he 
appointed Joseph to be at the helm of Egypt during 
a precarious period in its history.  Joseph’s remark-
able talents of wisdom, leadership and administra-
tive acumen saved Egypt from total devastation.  He 
circumspectly led the nation through the good times 
of prosperity, shrewdly building silos and storing 
grain for the lean years.  

Joseph blossomed to his full potential through 
an identity that was totally immersed in the Triune 
God, whether things were going well or in tribula-
tions of the worst kind.  He continually responded to 
the faithfulness of God, trusting in him even when 
his whole world was falling apart and everything 
appeared to be so hopeless and unfair.  

The life of Joseph portrays the life-saving divine 
relationship you can enjoy in Christ today, even in 
your darkest moments.  Author James Fowler states 
in the Stages of Faith that “faith is always relational; 
there is always another ‘person’ in faith.”  The faith 
of God, Jesus and our ever present comforter the 
Holy Spirit lies at the very heart of the spiritual resil-
ience that will enable you to rise above seemingly 
impossible circumstances.  Paul encourages us in 
Romans 8:28,31 “And we know that in all things 
God works for the good of those who love him and 
have been called according to his purpose...What, 
then, shall we say in response to this?  If God is for 
us, who can be against us?”

Joseph finally demonstrated the love of God in 
a touching encounter with his brothers who had 
been sent to Egypt by their father to source grain, 
as the land of Canaan was also in the deadly grip 
of famine.  Joseph was gracious and forgiving.  He 
never allowed the malicious action of his brothers 
or Potiphar’s wife to taint his soul with bitterness.  
Nor did he allow their vindictiveness to sap his spir-
itual vitality and prevent him from growing to his full 
potential in the Lord. 

The good news is that rifts were healed and 
Joseph was eventually united with his father.  
Joseph’s powerful position enabled him to bring his 
entire family into Egypt where they settled peace-
fully in the land of Goshen.   

Joseph led an extraordinary life in total alle-
giance to God...an amazing role model of how you 
can live fully in a delightful relationship with Jesus, 
who is always at your side rejoicing in your successes 
and giving comfort and strength in your suffering.  
Paul enlightens us in Romans 8:35,37 “Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall trouble or 
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or 
danger or sword.  No, in all things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us.” F2F       
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“ Oh I’m sorry, but Diane 
deals with accounts, 
and she’s in a meeting 

right now. I’ll get her to phone you 
back later.”

If you are living in the 21st century, you will defi-
nitely not expect a return call from Diane. You might 
wonder whether the receptionist actually gave her 
the message, or whether the message was simply 
ignored. Either way, you will have to call again.

This is the way we’ve come to expect things, but 
it results in more phone calls, more time wasted, 
more irritation, less credibility and less service.

Do we take our own words seriously, or do 
we sometimes make promises just to escape 
an awkward situation? I must confess I’ve done 
that before, and then felt embarrassed when I’m 

reminded that I promised to deliver a message, or 
pay the account by a certain date. 

If you’re a parent, have you heard your child say, 
“But Mommy (or Daddy), YOU PROMISED!” 

Jesus told a parable about a farmer who asked 
his two sons to go and work in his vineyard. The 
elder son replied, “No, I won’t go,” but he changed 
his mind and went anyway. The other son said, “Yes, 
sir,” but he didn’t go” (Matthew 21:28-30 NLT). 
The Pharisees whom Jesus was addressing, clearly 
understood that it was the first son who did his 
father’s will. The younger son wanted to look good, 
so he instantly responded in the way he knew would 
please his father. However, he didn’t take his own 
words seriously. 

During the time of Joseph’s imprisonment 
(Genesis 40) he interpreted the dreams of Phar-
aoh’s butler and baker. The baker met a miserable 
end as Joseph predicted, but the butler was restored 
to his position and took part in Pharaoh’s birthday 

AS GOOD AS 
YOUR WORD?

Hilary Jacobs
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celebrations. As the butler walked happily out of the 
prison door, Joseph’s last words to him were, “And 
please remember me and do 
me a favour when things go 
well for you. Mention me to 
Pharaoh, so he might let me 
out of this place…I’m here 
in prison but did nothing to 
deserve it” (Genesis 40:14,15 
NLT). 

Although the Bible account 
does not specifically mention 
the butler’s response to that 
request, he no doubt would 
have wished to honour the 
man who had given him such 
good news. But typically, he 
clean forgot about Joseph 
when things turned around for him. Two years later 
when Pharaoh had his prophetic dreams, the butler 
remembered with some embarrassment, about 
Joseph, and his own shortcomings in failing to 
mention him to Pharaoh.

TRAPPED BY HIS OWN WORDS

Herod the tetrarch, who ruled Judea during Jesus’ 
ministry, probably made one of the rashest promises 
in recorded history. On his birthday, he promised a 
young dancer whatever she wanted, so taken was 
he with her performance. Her gory request had 
him wishing he’d never spoken when, prompted by 
her mother, she asked for John the Baptist’s head 
on a platter. Distressed though he was, Herod felt 

obliged to honour her request.  After all, his dinner 
guests had heard him utter those fateful words. Talk 

about a slip of the tongue!
And then there was Peter, 

who promised he would never 
fall away from following 
Jesus, even if everyone else 
did. Jesus repeated that “this 
very night before the cock 
crows you will disown me 
three times.” Almost as though 
he didn’t hear Jesus, Peter 
said, “Even if I have to die with 
you, I will never disown you” 
(Matthew 26: 31, 34, 35). 

We all know how Peter fell 
into the trap of his own words, 
and how he wept bitterly 

when the cock crowed.
So how can we do our best to avoid speaking 

unreliable words? 
1. Ask for a reminder, e.g. “I will gladly pick you 

up on Sunday, but please remind me on Saturday.”
2. Write it down somewhere where you regu-

larly check your “to do” list.
3. Don’t take on more than you think you can 

handle.
Fortunately Jesus has already forgiven all our 

verbal blunders, past present and future, but if we 
take our own words seriously, we will go a long way 
to making others’ lives easier. F2F

RELIGION VS. THE GOSPEL 

There’s a big difference between religion and the 
gospel. Religion is designed to give people a list of 
things to do in order to stay on good terms with what-
ever deity(s) they profess to worship. The trouble is, 
no one has ever kept their particular list of rules well 
enough to be absolutely sure their deity isn’t angry 
with them. Religion simply isn’t enough. All religion 
can do is make people feel 
worse every time they fail. What 
people really need is good news, 
not a lot of religious talk about 
how bad they are. 

And that’s what the gospel 
is – good news. The gospel 
removed the guilty conscience 
altogether. It declares you clean 
and forgiven, and even lets you 
know that the Holy Spirit is at 
work healing your mind. Sadly, 
though, we often try to turn even 
the gospel into religion, imag-
ining falsely that the good news 
is just another condemnation of 
evil instead of God’s declaration of a new creation.

Most of us are so used to having a guilty conscience 
that when we start believing the gospel about our 
complete cleansing from sin, we start feeling guilty for 
not feeling guilty. It’s as though we think God will like 

us better if we refuse to feel forgiven and clean.
Hebrews 10:19-22 says, “Therefore…since we 

have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the 
blood of Jesus…let us draw near to God with a sincere 
heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, 
having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty 
conscience....”

Those are words of confi-
dence — confidence to be at 
home in the presence of God, 
not crushed down with a load 
of guilt. It’s confidence in God 
himself–who loves us so much 
that he sent his Son to remove 
our guilt and give us all the privi-
leges of beloved children. It has 
nothing to do with how good we 
are or think we are, but instead 
with having faith in what God 
has done.

The gospel, thank God, is not 
religion. It is the end of religion. 

It’s good news, the good news that God loves you so 
much that he sent his Son to bear the curse of your 
sinfulness and rise from the dead so you can be forever 
at peace with him. F2F

Joseph Tkach
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J Michael Feazell

Light of the 
world

“In him was life, and 
that life was the light 
of men” (John 1:4).

Brilliant displays of light and color are part and 
parcel with the Advent season. For some people, 
such displays may be little more than another 
advertising gimmick of modern retailers. But for 
believers, they can be 
another reminder of the 
glory of the One and Only 
Son of God, the light of 
the world, who brings the 
peace and rest for which 
the whole world aches and 
pines.

In the days when Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem 
more than 2,000 years 
ago, there was a devout 
old man called Simeon 
living in Jerusalem. The 
Holy Spirit had revealed to 
Simeon that he would not 
die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.

One day the Spirit led Simeon into the temple 
courts — the very day that Jesus’ parents brought in 
the infant Jesus to fulfill the requirements of Torah.

When Simeon saw the baby, he took Jesus in his 
arms and praised God, saying: “Sovereign Lord, as 
you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in 
peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which 
you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light 
for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your 
people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32).

LIGHT TO THE GENTILES

Simeon praised God for what the scribes, the 
Pharisees, the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law could not comprehend: Israel’s Messiah was 
not for the salvation of Israel only, but also for the 
salvation of all peoples of the world.

Isaiah had prophesied it long before: “You will 
do more than restore the people of Israel to me. I will 
make you a light to the Gentiles, and you will bring 
my salvation to the ends of the earth” (Isaiah 49:6; 
cf. 42:6-7 NLT).

JESUS: THE NEW ISRAEL

The Israelites were the people of God. God had 
called them out from among the nations and set 

them apart through a covenant as his own special 
people. And he did it not merely for them, but for 
the eventual salvation of all nations. Israel was to 
be a light to the Gentiles, but their light had gone 
out. They had failed to keep the covenant. But God 
is faithful to his covenant regardless of the faithless-
ness of his covenant people (Romans 3:3-4).

So, in the fullness of time, God sent his own Son 
to be the light of the world. He was the perfect Isra-

elite, who perfectly kept 
the covenant as the new 
Israel (Romans 5:18-26). 
As the prophesied Messiah, 
the perfect representative 
of the covenant people 
and the true light to the 
Gentiles, Jesus delivered 
both Israel and the nations 
from sin and reconciled 
them to God.

Through faith in Christ, 
giving our allegiance to 
him and becoming identi-
fied with him, we become 
members of the faithful 

covenant community, the people of God (Romans 
3:27-30).

RIGHTEOUS IN CHRIST

We cannot muster righteousness on our own. 
Only as we are identified with Christ the Saviour 
are we counted as righteous.

We are sinners, no more righteous in ourselves 
than Israel was. Only when we see our sinfulness 
and put our faith in the One through whom God 
justifies the wicked, can we be counted as righteous 
for his sake (Romans 4:16, 22-25).

The church needs the grace of God as much 
as Israel does. All who put their faith in Christ, 
Gentile and Jew alike, are saved only because God 
is faithful and good, not because we have been 
faithful, or because we have found some secret 
formula, some “right” doctrine or the “right” church. 

“He has rescued us,” Paul wrote in Colossians 1:13, 
“from the dominion of darkness and brought us into 
the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”

TRUST IN JESUS

As easy as it might sound, it is hard to trust in 
Jesus. Trusting in Jesus means putting your life in his 
hands, and that means giving up control over your 
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life. That is not easy to do. We like to be in control 
of our own lives. We like to call the shots, make our 
own decisions and do things our own way.

King Ahaz of Judah was no exception. Ahaz 
rejected the sign God gave him for deliverance, for 
salvation, for peace. He had his own plans about 
how to best save the nation (Isaiah 7:1-17). God 
has a long-range plan for our deliverance and secu-
rity, and he has a short-range plan. But, like Ahaz, 
we cannot receive the fruit of his plans if we do not 
stand firm in faith.

Some people, like King Ahaz, stand firm in mili-
tary might. Others stand firm in financial security, in 
their personal integrity or their personal reputation. 
Some stand firm in their skill or their strength, their 
ingenuity, deal-making or intelligence.

None of these things is bad or sinful in them-
selves, of course. But as humans we are inclined to 
put our confidence, energy and devotion into them, 
instead of in the real source of security and safety 
and peace.

WALKING HUMBLY

When we commit to God our problems, along 
with the positive action we take in dealing with 
them, and trust in his care, provision and deliver-
ance, he promises to be with us.

James wrote, “Humble yourselves before the Lord” 
(James 4:10). God calls us to put aside our lifelong 
crusade to defend ourselves, promote ourselves, 
preserve our possessions, protect our reputations 
and prolong our lives. God is our provider, our 
defender, our hope and our destiny.

The illusion that we can get our own lives under 
control must be exposed to the light, to Jesus, “the 

light of the world” (John 8:12). Then we can rise 
in him, becoming who we really are — God’s own 
precious children whom he saves and helps, whose 
battles he fights, whose fears he calms, whose pain 
he shares, whose future he secures and whose 
reputation he preserves.

“If we walk in the light, as he [God] is in the light, 
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood 
of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).

In giving up all, we gain everything. In kneeling, 
we rise. In setting aside our illusion of personal 
control, we are clothed with all the glory and 
splendor and riches of the heavenly eternal realm.

“Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares 
for you,” Peter wrote (1 Peter 5:7). What oppresses 
you? Your sins? An enemy? A financial disaster? A 
crushing disease? An inconceivable loss? An impos-
sible situation that you are utterly helpless to do 
anything about? A disastrous and painful relation-
ship? A blackening of your name? False accusa-
tions?

God has sent his Son, and through his Son, he 
takes our hands and lifts us up and shines the light 
of his glory into the dark and painful crisis we are 
enduring. Though we walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, we are not afraid, because he is 
with us.

God has given us the sign that his rescue is 
certain: “Today in the town of David a Savior has 
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11).

Everywhere we look during this season, it 
seems, there is decorative lighting — white lights 
and colored lights and lit candles. In these physical 
lights we can enjoy a dim reflection of “the true light 
that gives light to every man” (John 1:9). F2F
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Gordon Green

It’s time to get back to basics. For the past five 
issues we’ve been looking at the meaning and appli-
cation of some of King Solomon’s wise words in the 
Book of Proverbs. But there is an added dimension 
to the Book of Proverbs. 

A few years ago I read that not only is Jesus 
everywhere in the New Testament but he also is 
everywhere in the Old Testament. I thought that’s 
stretching it a bit – where is he in the Book of Prov-
erbs? Jesus is not even mentioned once. I couldn’t 
see one specific prophetic reference to him. The 
book is a rich treasure house full of wise sayings 
about how to live our lives - but Jesus? Where is he?

After some in-depth studying I discovered that 
Jesus is, yes, everywhere in Proverbs! But is that 
really possible? Where exactly is he? 

Let’s first consider something we learn about 
Jesus from the New Testament. When he was just 
twelve years old he amazed the teachers of the law 
when he engaged them in a theological dialogue. 
Everyone was amazed at his understanding and 
answers. Luke concludes this account with these 
words; “Jesus grew in wisdom....” (Luke 2:52). His 
teaching also revealed his wisdom:  When the 
Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, 
and many who heard him were amazed.  “Where 
did this man get these things?” they asked. “What’s 
this wisdom that has been given him, that he even 
does miracles!” (Mark 6:2). Jesus also often taught 
in parables. The Greek word translated as “parable” 
in the New Testament is a translation of the Hebrew 
word for “proverb”. Jesus was not only a teacher of 
wisdom  - he lived the book of Proverbs during his 
earthly ministry. 

But there is much more to this! The truth is awe-
inspiring. 

In the Book of Proverbs we have three distinct 
types of wisdom.  First of all we have God’s wisdom. 
God knows everything. Secondly, there is the wisdom 
among people. This is submitting to God’s wisdom 
and achieving goals in the strength of God. But there 
is another wisdom which we read about everywhere 
in the Book of Proverbs. I’m sure you have noticed 
that wisdom is often portrayed as a person. For 
example in Proverbs1:20-24 wisdom is personified 
as a lady calling aloud in the streets, begging us 
to listen to her. In other parts of Proverbs, wisdom 
makes claims for herself which are elsewhere made 
only by, or for, God. For example there are many 
proverbs that parallel verses in the Gospel of John. 

Here are just a few:   
• The Word was in the beginning and was  

 with God (John 1:1)
• Wisdom was in the beginning  

 (Proverbs 8:22-23)
• The Word was with God (John 1:1)
•  Wisdom was with God (Proverbs 8:30) 
• The Word was co-creator (John 1:1-3) 
• Wisdom was co-creator (Proverbs 3:19)
• Christ is life (John 11:25) 
• Wisdom brings life (Proverbs 3:16) 
Do you see what this means? Jesus wasn’t only 

wise and a teacher of wisdom, Jesus is wisdom! 
Further proof of this is found in 1 Corinthians 1:24: 

“Christ is the mighty power of God and the wonderful 
wisdom of God” (NLT). So in the Book of Proverbs 
we don’t only meet the wisdom of God – we meet 
wisdom who is God. 

Jesus was not only a teacher 
of wisdom  - he lived the 
book of Proverbs during 

his earthly ministry.

But the news keeps on getting better. Not only 
is Jesus wisdom but Jesus is in us and we are in 
him. (John 14:20; 1John 4:15,16) This is about an 
intense union we have with the Triune God. It’s not 
about us trying to be wise like Jesus but it’s about 
Christ himself living in and through us (Galatians 
2:20) and therefore enabling us to be wise. He is 
ever present to our inmost selves not only as the 
strength but also the wisdom. And Jesus invites us 
to draw on his wisdom  within us in every situation 

King Solomon’s Mines
MODERN WISDOM FROM THE ANCIENT 
BOOK OF PROVERBS (PART 6)
WHAT IS IT REALLY ALL ABOUT?
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we find ourselves. 

ETERNAL INFINITE WISDOM

This is difficult to grasp but surprisingly a hot cup 
of tea can help us understand this better!  To make 
tea we place a tea bag into 
a cup and add boiling water. 
Then we wait as the tea brews. 
During this time the water and 
tea blend together. In times 
past some people would say 

“I’m going to fuse some tea” 
which is a perfect description 
of the process because “fuse” 
means to join or blend to 
form a single entity. When you 
drink the tea you are not really 
drinking tea because the tea-
leaves remain in the tea bag. 
You are really drinking “tea-water” – the tasteless 
water that has been fused with the rich strength of 
the tea and made available for you to enjoy. In our 
union with Christ we do not become him anymore 
than the water becomes the tea leaves, and he does 
not become us, but fuses our bland empty lives with 
his rich eternal life that the world might taste of him 
through our lives.1 We have been joined to Jesus 
Christ which means we are joined to eternal infinite 
wisdom.  

Colossians 2:3 reveals to us that in Christ “lie 
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 

“Hidden” does not mean that they are concealed 
but rather that they are stored away as a treasure. 
God has opened the lid of the treasure chest and 

says go ahead, take what you 
need. It’s all there. The treasure 
of wisdom is accessible to us! 
Some people are constantly 
looking for new “things”, going 
from one religion or experience 
to the next, trying to find the 
world’s treasures of wisdom.  
But Jesus has all the treasure. 
All you need is Jesus. Without 
him we are fools. Everything 
is in him. Believe it. Accept it. 
Accept this priceless truth and 
let this wisdom come to you 
and into you by the Holy Spirit 

and in so doing become a wise person. 
Yes, Jesus fulfilled the entirety of the New Testa-

ment and the Old Testament  – the Law, Prophets 
and Writings (Wisdom). He is the wisdom of scrip-
ture! F2F

1 I am indebted to Malcolm Smith for this analogy in his book “The 
Lost Secret of the New Covenant”.
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Listen to us on the radio:
Radio Pulpit  AM 657 kHz  
(throughout SA on AM frequency)  
5 min slot every Monday @ 6:40am 
and Friday @ 6.11 am
CCFM 107.5 FM (Greater Cape Town) 
Monday and Friday at 9:05, Saturday at 
21:00, Sunday at 04:30, Sunday at 19:15
Kingfisher 103.8 & 107.5 FM  
Nelson Mandela Bay and surrounds
Saturdays and Sundays at 11:45am

IF YOU LIVE IN CAPE TOWN , YOU 
CAN LISTEN TO FACE TO FACE ON:

www.ccfm.org.za

On-air 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, o�ering the 

best mix of contemporary 
Christian music and 

compelling chat, 
combined with up-to-

the-minute news, 
weather forecasts, tra�c 

and travel information.

Looking for a Congregation? 
Face to Face Magazine is published by Grace 
Communion International. We have many congre-
gations across South Africa. If you are interested in 
attending one of our services, please contact one of 
the following people for more information. 

Syd Townsend (083 629 9217)- Free State and Lesotho
Gladman Ncokazi (083 230 2643)- Eastern cape
Gordon Green (082 564 0983)- Kwazulu-Natal
Caleb Makhela (074 587 1236)- Limpopo
Takalani Musekwa (082 444 3602) –Gauteng
Trevor Weber (082 927 9864) Western Cape
Tim Maguire (082 374 8437)- Other


