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Editorial

By Tim Maguire

A new year, a new way! 
So many of us start off the new year with good 

intentions and resolutions, most of which will be 
broken by the time you read this! How is it that so 
many of our good intentions seem unattainable? I 
would suggest that perhaps the biggest contributing 
factor to this is self reliance.

In every Christian, there is an ongoing battle 
being fought between our physical and spiritual. 
The Apostle Paul laments in Romans 7:15 I do not 
understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not 
do, but what I hate I do.

The world teaches dragging yourself up by the 
bootlaces, pulling yourself together and making life 
happen. It sounds good on the surface. It almost 
sounds Christian until we look a little deeper.  The 
problem is it leaves our most powerful resource, 
Jesus Christ, right out of the picture. When we are 
struggling to change, or overcome, let’s remember 
Philippians 4:13: I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me (How to Become a Giant of 

Faith). In fact, it is only when we recognise God’s 
love and grace and mercy in our lives, that we can 
hope to pass them on to others (Receive First, Give 
Second).

Christ taught his disciples to pray, ‘give us this 
day our daily bread.’ It’s not just about food, but 
about trusting God on a daily basis to provide for 
us in every way. And He has provided for us in ways 
unimaginable! (There’s Oil on Your Property). 

So as we face a new year and the challenges it 
is sure to bring, let’s remember that we don’t have 
to do it alone. And when we do slip up, let’s forget 
about our bootlaces, but reach out to him. 

1Corinthians 15:57: But thanks be to God! He 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Have a Blessed year!
Tim
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our Vision

Face to Face seeks to inspire you to reach your 
full potential as you discover deeper insight into 
the purpose of living and relationships through 
an intimate bond with the Triune God.

our mission

1. Face to Face seeks to become a trustworthy 
Christian Media Ministry with a reputation 
for quality content, balanced theology and 
thought provoking articles and programmes.

2. Face to Face is committed to bringing a 
positive and practical Christian perspec-
tive on everyday issues facing ordinary 

people. Its content is biblically based, rela-
tional, inspirational and informative.

3. Face to Face undertakes to engage indi-
viduals from a wide range of national and 
cultural backgrounds. It seeks to reflect 
perspectives across these cultural bounda-
ries fairly, accurately and respectfully.

4. Face to Face seeks to inspire readers 
to embrace the gospel and live a 
grace-centred life in Jesus Christ.

5. Face to Face seeks to cultivate a coop-
erative and constructive engagement 
with leaders and communities across a 
broad spectrum of Christian faiths.

Donations
If you would like to contribute to the 
spreading of the gospel through this 
magazine, use these details: 
Grace Communion International 
First National Bank
Acc. No. 59380027523
Branch code: 255805 
Reference: F2F
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Bob Klynsmith

“Liar liar, your pants are 
on fire,” is a childhood 
saying that remains 

lodged in my memory to this day.
  Ironically, this is the stuff of popular soapies, 

movies and tabloids. 
 
Yet sadly, lying has become a scourge that has 
spread its tentacles into the very fabric of our 
modern day civilisation.  Reading about this topic 
from a number of different sources, highlighting 
studies that reveal the ease with which people lie 
so apparently sincerely, 
almost as effortlessly 
as breathing, left me 
feeling deeply troubled. 

The book entitled 
‘The Day America Told 
the Truth’ by James 
Patterson and Peter 
Kim (Prentiss Hall Press 
1991), highlights the 
results of a survey 
which reveals that 91 
percent of people lie 
routinely about matters 
they consider trivial and 
36 percent lie about 
important matters; 86 
percent lie regularly to 
parents, 75 percent to 
friends, 73 percent to 
siblings, and 69 percent 
to spouses. 

Spouses may lie to one another in the name of 
keeping the peace or not feeling safe telling the 
truth. It is often because they are worried about 
rejection, embarrassment or guilt because of some-
thing they did wrong, which violated expectations of 
trust and commitment.  The reasons, agendas and 
motives for lying are never ending, rearing their ugly 
heads across all sectors of society; from individuals 
and communities to businesses, organisational and 
religious bodies as well as governments.   A Time 
magazine cover story concluded, “Lies flourish in 
social uncertainty, when people no longer under-
stand, or agree on, the rules governing their behav-
iour toward one another.” 1

Mark Twain said:  “A lie can travel halfway around 
the world while truth is still lacing up her boots.”

goD hates Lies

 God speaks strongly of this malady as two of 
seven things he hates in Proverbs 6:16-19. “There 

are six things the Lords hates, seven that are detest-
able to him:  a lying tongue...and a false witness who 
pours out lies.” This is again emphasised in Proverbs 
22:12 “The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in 
people who are trustworthy.”

Think for a moment about how this form of 
deceit can bring distress to a treasured relationship 
you may have enjoyed with a friend, loved one, 
colleague or neighbour.  And the best place to start 
is with you.  How do you feel emotionally on the 
inside when you discover that you have been seri-
ously lied to or about by someone you regarded as 
trustworthy?  Suddenly the trust that was so precious 
to the relationship bursts into flames.

We are all vulnerable to allowing this insidious 
social epidemic to 
sweep into our lives 
from time to time, 
wounding relation-
ships that often take 
a long time to heal.  
Even Abraham lied to 
the Egyptian Pharaoh 
when he travelled 
into Egypt during a 
period of famine.  He 
explained that his 
beautiful wife Sarah 
was his sister. Actually, 
Abraham feared for his 
life in case the Pharaoh 
would want to lay claim 
to his wife by having 
him killed.  This did 
not do his reputation 
any good whatsoever!  
He was summoned by 
the Pharaoh who chal-

lenged him and said “What have you done to me...
why did you say ‘she is my sister’ so that I took her to 
be my wife?  Now then, here is your wife.  Take her 
and go!”  (Genesis 12: 10-20)

Good old fashioned honesty and straight talking, 
as hard as it may be when circumstances are 
tenuous, inspires trust and credibility in a uniquely 
rewarding way, leading to enduring relationships 
and lifelong friendships.      

be true to yourseLf  

World renowned professional speaker, trainer 
and consultant Brian Tracy notes, “Perhaps the most 
valued and respected quality you can develop is a 
reputation for absolute integrity. Be true to yourself 
and other people in your life.  Here is a question for 
you to ask and answer.  What kind of a world would 
my world be if everyone in it was just like me?” 2 

This is effectively summarised in the golden rule 
of Matthew 7:12 “So in everything, do to others what 

Liar, Liar, your
trust is on fire   
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you would have them do to you.”  We are mostly 
aware of the harmful consequences of broken 
trust when others lie to us or when we lie to them.  
Conversely, treating others with truth and integrity 
as we would want to be treated, can only bring out 
the best in a relationship. 

Growing and maturing in our relationship with 
the Lord is a vital key to rising above what can 
so easily become a deeply entrenched character 
defect.  Truth flows from the abiding trust we enjoy 
in our relationship with the ever faithful Triune God.   
Being rooted firmly in Christ who strengthens us 
with power through the indwelling presence of the 
Holy Spirit, enables us to internalise the remarkable 
blessing of dealing truthfully with our fellow human 
beings (Ephesians 3:16-20).  

Emily Dickinson once remarked that “Truth is 
such a rare thing; it is delightful to tell.”  What a sad 
indictment on the current state of humanity.  And 
what a different world it would be if social norms 
were based on the bedrock of truth and integrity.  
Indeed, truth should form the core of who we are in 
Christ as we express the love of God towards one 
another every day.

pinocchio

The story of Pinocchio is a childhood tale that 
stands tall in my memory.  Pinocchio is often a 
term used to describe an individual who is prone to 
telling lies, fabricating stories and exaggerating or 

creating tall tales for various reasons.  Pinocchio is 
known for having a short nose that becomes longer 
when he was under stress, especially while telling 
a lie.  He is a fictional character in the 1883 chil-
dren’s novel, The Adventures of Pinocchio, by Carlo 
Collodi.  Pinocchio was carved as a wooden puppet 
by Geppetto in a small Italian village and dreamed 
of becoming a real boy. In the story Jiminy Cricket 
became his official conscience to tell him right 
from wrong, for, if Pinocchio proved himself brave, 
truthful and unselfish, he would be transformed into 
a real boy.  Being consciously aware of the presence 
of God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit in our lives each 
day, will give us the courage to serve one another in 
truth and love.  The apostle Paul explains in Gala-
tians 5: 16, “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will 
not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.”  

Psalm 32:2 tells us “Blessed are those...in whose 
spirit is no deceit.”  Jesus calls on us to set aside our 
self serving deceitful nature and love others genu-
inely as he loves us.  Allow God to revolutionise 
you heart with his divine nature as you infuse every 
relationship with truth and His love. F2F   

  

1. Time Magazine 5 October 1992: “Lying – everybody’s doin’ it” by 
Tim C Mazar
2. The 21 success secrets of self made millionaires Executive Books

Shaping The FuTure: a BiBle STudy

“Therefore the LORD, the God of Israel, declares: ‘I 
promised that your house and your father’s house would 
minister before me for ever.’ But now the LORD declares: 

‘Far be it from me!’” 1 Samuel 2:30 (NIV UK). 
Our free will can affect God’s plans for us.
God wanted the priesthood in 

Israel to continue through the line 
of Aaron, the brother of Moses. 
These priests were to conduct the 
religious ceremonies and to live 
exemplary lives. They were to 
intercede for the people, helping 
them to fulfil God’s intentions for 
them.

Phinehas and Hophni, the sons 
of Eli, who was descended from 
Aaron, did not live up to expecta-
tions. Statistically, one could have 
predicted how they would have 
turned out. They lived at a time when “everyone did 
as he saw fit” (Judges 21:25), with little or no refer-
ence to God and his thoughts. “Eli’s sons were wicked 
men; they had no regard for the Lord” (1 Samuel 2:12). 
They sought personal profit from the sacrifices, and 
committed adultery in front of the tabernacle. Their 
bad reputation preceded them wherever they went. “It 
is not a good report that I hear,” Eli told them (2:24).

Due to their free will choices, God decided not to 
use the family of Eli as his priests, even though that had 
been his hope for them. Their conduct changed their 
future. Instead God would work through someone 
else. “I will raise for myself a faithful priest, who will do 

according to what is in my heart and mind,” said God (1 
Samuel 2:35).

This faithful priest referred in the first instance to 
Samuel. It also prefigured the change in the priest-
hood to the person of Christ. Jesus would “become a 

merciful and faithful high priest 
in the service of God” (Hebrews 
2:17). Hophni and Phinehas had 
no compassion for the people. 
We, however, “do not have a high 
priest who is unable to sympa-
thize with our weaknesses, but we 
have one who has been tempted 
in every way, just as we are – yet 
without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). 
Jesus knows the very intents of 
our hearts, and is able to help 
us shape our future in God even 
when we are at our lowest ebb 

spiritually.
God has a great future in mind for each of us. That 

is why he alerts us to bad examples like the sons of 
Eli. “See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, 
unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God’ 
(Hebrews 3:12). God also reassures us. Jesus is faithful, 
and, because of his faithfulness, he is able to rescue 
us from the spiritual consequences of our free will 
mistakes. He has become the “source of eternal salva-
tion” (5:9). Let your future be secure in Christ. F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of daybyday.org.uk

James Henderson
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What is a 
TRUE

Christian?   

Peoples’ views on being a 
Christian differ radically. 

Is it simply enough to have head 
knowledge, to believe in God and that Jesus Christ, 
his Son, came to die for our sins? 

Or is it about works, a long list of dos and don’ts 
that somehow qualifies us for membership? Or is 
it achieved in another way, like through the sacra-
ment of baptism?

Let’s turn to our Bibles and see what Christ had 
to say about the matter.

In Matthew 7:15 Christ teaches and warns his 
listeners about those who claim to be of him and 
are not. He then goes on to make an analogy of 
fruit trees, and that by the good or bad fruit that 
they bear, we will recognise them (verse 20).

What are these ‘fruits’ that Christ is referring to?
The book of John helps lead us to a better under-

standing. Christ says that we can be recognised as 
his followers by the love we have one for another 
(John 13:35).  People should be able to look at those 
of us who profess to be his followers and see that 
we are different, and see that love of God flowing 
from us.

Love is not just a feeling, it’s a verb, a doing 
word. It requires action. 

God took action and proved his love in that while 
we were still sinners he sent his beloved Son to die 
for us, to reconcile us and lay claim to us as his 
adopted sons and daughters. In the same way he 
expects us to show love, even when undeserved, to 
all of humanity.

You will probably agree with me when I say that 
some people are really difficult to love. They live 
their own little self-centred lives, not caring about 
who they hurt or wrong along the way. Does God 
really expect us to love them?

Yes!
This is not something that we can do of and by 

ourselves. The all encompassing, unconditional love 
that God expects from us is impossible to achieve 
through human efforts, so how do we do it? If we 

continue reading in Matthew 7 we are shown how.
Talking of those who claim to be of him, and are 

not, he says “ ’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never 
knew you.’”(verses 22-23, emphasis mine)

Becoming a true follower of Christ means getting 
to know Jesus, intimately. Out of that knowing we 
will come to love, adore, proclaim and ultimately to 
manifest him! 

Too many people professing to be Christians may 
know of him, but do not have a personal, meaningful, 
intimate relationship with God. Any worthwhile 
relationship requires time spent together, especially 
in communication. To be a Christian means that you 
spend time with him, talking to him through prayer 
and allowing him to talk to you, through his Word 
and Holy Spirit. It is only when we invite him into 
our lives to live his life in and through us that we 
can really get to know him personally, and that he 
can start to work through us. 

Being a Christian is not about us doing good 
works, but allowing him to do good works through 
us!

Yes, God, the creator of the universe lives inside 
of us, and accomplishes his good works through us. 
The apostle Paul explains this in 1 Corinthians 6:19: 
“Do you not know that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received 
from God? You are not your own.”

When we hand over our hearts to him in total 
surrender, we become a channel through which 
his love flows, and only then can we love others as 
unconditionally as God loves us.

And only then can we call ourselves Christians, 
or true disciples of Christ.

So no, becoming a Christian isn’t about a long 
list of works to accomplish or sins to avoid, though 
once we get to know Christ better, good works and 
avoiding sin will become a natural consequence. 
Becoming a true follower of Christ simply means 
getting to know Jesus. It is about entering into a 
meaningful relationship with him, inviting him into 
your life, and allowing him to transform you into 
someone who reflects his love to others. F2F

Tim Maguire
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SEEDS

Jesus liked to use exam-
ples from everyday life to 
teach spiritual lessons. 

One of the examples he used was that of a sower 
who was scattering seeds. 

In Jesus’ day, sowers scattered seeds by hand, 
and while most of the seeds fell on good soil, some 
of them fell in places where they couldn’t grow. 

In the parable, Jesus spoke of seeds falling on 
rocky places, thorny places and good soil. And he 
compared the seeds to people in order to illustrate 
a spiritual lesson about how people respond to the 
gospel. 

We should note, by the way, that the parable 
is not suggesting that God sows people in rocky 
places and thorny places so they will fail to believe 
the gospel. It is telling us that the way some people 
receive the gospel is like seed sown on rocky places. 
It is a comparison, an illustration of how some 
people deal with the gospel. It is not a justification 
for viewing God as deliberately making it impos-
sible for some people to embrace the gospel.

Jesus was comparing people who abandon the 
word of God in the face of persecution to seeds 
that grow on rocky places and therefore have little 
root. In a similar way, people who let the word of 
God take a back seat to the worries of life and the 
pursuit of wealth are like seeds that get choked 
among thorns and shrivel.

In contrast, people who hear the word of God 
and accept it and produce the fruit of it are like 
seeds that germinate in good soil where there are 
no impediments to healthy growth.

But people, of course, are not actually seeds, 
and God does not actually cast people into situa-
tions that prevent them from accepting the gospel. 
Jesus’ parables should not be pushed beyond the 
point that Jesus intended them to make. 

Seeds don’t think. They don’t make choices. They 
don’t have the ability to ask God for help. But we do.

So the point of the parable is not to tell us that 
when it comes to the gospel we are victims of 
chance, like mere hapless seeds either doomed or 
blessed merely because of the happenstance of the 
sower’s indiscriminate scattering. 

No, the point of the parable is that we should 
take steps not to act like helpless seeds. 

In other words, when we find ourselves letting 
the cares of this world put the gospel on the back 
burner of our lives, then Jesus wants us to take note 
and make a change. 

He wants us to deepen our spiritual roots, to 
chop up the spiritual thorns in our lives. He wants us 
to nestle into the good soil of spending time in his 
word, of taking our concerns, needs and triumphs 
to him in prayer. 

He wants us to put the word of God to use in 
what we choose to do, to let the gospel flow out 
from us in kindness, mercy and peace. 

It would be easy to use the parable of the sower 
as a tool to judge others, to look down on people 
we think are weak in the faith and destined to fall 
away. But it is harder, and far more useful, to let the 
parable of the sower teach us and admonish us to 
keep an eye on our hearts, to make sure that greed, 
pride and anxious care about possessions and self-
importance are not easing into the driver’s seat in 
our lives. F2F

Joseph Tkach

w w w. f a c e 2 f a c e . o r g . z a 7



Takalani Musekwa

Become a 
Giant of Faith   

Do you want to have faith? 
Do you want to have faith 
that can move mountains? 

Do you want to have faith that can raise the 
dead? Do you want a faith like that of David that 
can kill a giant? Maybe you have many giants in 
your life that you want to destroy? Most Christians 
do, including me. If you want to become a giant of 
faith, read on.

Often when Christians read Hebrews 11 they 
think that if only they could be like one of these 
giants of faith, they would be so happy. God would 
also be happy with them. This is because most 
Christians think that Hebrews 11 is written for us 
to know how we can also be like those giants of 
faith. But that is not the purpose of Hebrews 11. It 
is not even the purpose of the Old Testament. After 
listing all the men and women of faith in chapter 
11 of Hebrews, the writer goes on to say, “since we 
are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 

let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so 
easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance 
the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, 
the author and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews. 
12:1-2 NKJV).  

Have you noticed what it says? Those giants 
of faith are called witnesses, but, witnesses 
of what? The answer lies in the words of Jesus in 
John 5:17. Here Jesus makes a claim that God is 
his father. It says the Jews became very angry and 
wanted to kill him for making this claim (verse 18). 
Jesus then goes on to press his point that he is the 
son of God. Realizing that they do not believe him, 
he says to them that he has four witnesses who can 
prove that he is the son of God. He acknowledges 
that his own witness cannot be taken to be true. “If I 
bear witness of myself, my witness is not true,” Jesus 
said in John 5 :31. 

Jesus caLLs witnesses

So if Jesus can’t bear witness of himself, who can? 
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How do we know he is telling the truth? How do we 
know he is the Messiah? How do we know that his 
life, death and resurrection can save us? Well, he 
tells us where to look. Like a prosecutor who calls 
witnesses to verify a charge 
or claim that is being made, 
Jesus calls four witnesses.

Firstly, he calls on the 
testimony of John the 
Baptist as his witness (John 
5:32-34). John said of 
Jesus, “Behold! The Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin 
of the world!” (John 1:29, 
35). Then Jesus said, if you 
don’t believe John, I have 

“a greater witness than 
John—my teachings and 
my miracles. They have 
been assigned to me by the 
Father, and they testify 
that the Father has sent 
me” (verse 36). Some of 
them did not believe either 
John or Jesus’ teachings 
and miracles. Therefore Jesus gave them a third 
witness. “The Father himself has also testified about 
me” (John 5:37). When Jesus was baptized at the 
Jordan River by John the Baptist, God said of Jesus, 
“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
Some of his listeners were not at the river that day, 
so they did not hear God say that. Lastly, Jesus gives 
them the ultimate witness, which they have access 
to.

If you were listening to Jesus that day, you may 
not have seen or known John the Baptist, you may 
have been skeptical of Jesus’ teachings and mira-
cles, you may not have heard the voice of God at 
the Jordan, but there would be no way of refuting 
the last witness. Who was the last witness? Listen to 
the words of Jesus, “You search the Scriptures, for 
in them you think you have eternal life; and these 
are they which testify of Me.”(John 5:39). Yes, the 
scriptures bear witness to who Jesus is. But, what 
scriptures are these? When Jesus was speaking, 
these were the Old Testament scriptures. How do 
they do that? Jesus is never mentioned in the Old 
Testament.

As noted in the beginning, the events and char-
acters in the Old Testament are witnesses (Hebrews 
12:1). They are witnesses of Jesus. They were 
“shadows of the real thing, Christ himself.” (Colos-
sians 2:17).

What does all this have to do with you becoming 
a giant of faith? Well, everything! Let’s turn to the 
classic story of David and Goliath. The story of how 
a young shepherd boy has so much faith that he 
brings a giant down with one stone. The story is 
found in 1 Samuel chapter 17. Many of us read 
this story and wonder why we can’t have the faith 
of David. We think the story is recorded to teach 
us how to become like David, so that we too can 
believe in God, and kill our own giants.

 In this story David does not represent us. We 
should not see ourselves as David. He, like the other 
witnesses in Hebrew 11, as  indicated above, was a 
witness of Jesus, a shadow of Jesus. We are repre-

sented by the armies of 
Israel, who cowered before 
Goliath. Let me show you 
how. David was a shep-
herd, but he declares in 
Psalm 23 that the “Lord Is 
My Shepherd”. Jesus called 
himself the Good Shepherd 
(John 10:11). David was 
from Bethlehem, and Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem (1 
Samuel 17:12). David was 
sent by his Father Jesse to 
go to the battlefield (verse 
20), and Jesus said he was 
sent by the Father.

King Saul promised 
that the man who could 
kill Goliath could marry his 
daughter (1 Samuel 17:25). 
Jesus will marry the church 

when he returns. For 40 days, Goliath taunted the 
armies of Israel (verse 16), and for 40 days Jesus 
fasted and was tempted by the devil in the wilder-
ness (Matthew 4:1-11). David told Goliath, “I will 
strike you and take your head from you” (verse 46). 
It was prophesied of Jesus in Genesis that he would 
crush the head of the serpent, the devil (Genesis 
3:15). Once Goliath was dead, the armies of Israel 
chased down the Philistines and killed many of them. 
The battle was already won when Goliath died.

we haVe no faith of our own

So it is with Christians. Jesus said “I have over-
come the world” (John 16:33). The reality is that we 
do not have faith to face our giants, but Jesus does. 
He has faith for us. He has defeated the giants 
for us already. What is left for us is to chase down 
what is left of the enemy.  We have no faith of our 
own. Jesus is “the author and finisher of our faith” 
(Hebrews 12:2).

Paul puts it this way, “I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the 
FAITH OF THE SON OF GOD, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20 KJV). 

So, how do you become a giant of faith? By 
being in Christ. The giants of faith in Hebrews were 
witnesses and shadows of Jesus, who is the author 
and finisher of our faith. Apart from Christ, we can 
do NOTHING! It was not David who killed Goliath. 
It was Christ! Humans don’t even have faith the size 
of a mustard seed, which moves mountains. When 
Jesus said “if you have faith of a mustard seed,” he 
was sarcastically saying you have NO faith. You 
don’t become a giant of faith by doing something. 
You ARE already a giant of faith in Christ. He has 
already authored and finished your faith. Now go 
ahead and kill those Goliaths!  F2F
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THERE’S OIL 
ON YOUR 

PROPERTY!

I recently came across this 
eye-catching headline in 
my local newspaper: Oil is 

making ‘overnight millionaires’ in 
North Dakota, USA. 

The article was a about an 83 year old farmer 
named Oscar Stohler. He is a man that many of us 
would envy. Oscar was raised in an extremely poor 
background and although he had farmed in the 
same area for nearly seventy years “he had never 
given much thought to what lay below the grass 
that fattened his cattle.”

But all that changed when oil was discovered 
three kilometres underground on his property.   He 
was rich!  Don’t you wish it were you? Does it make 
you want to explore your backyard?  An oil reser-
voir in your backyard would provide material riches 
enough to set you up for life!  

Imagine becoming a millionaire overnight like 
Mr Stohler.  

But did he? 
The truth is that at the moment he signed the 

papers to purchase his land many decades ago he 
became a millionaire. The oil was always there.  He 
just didn’t know it.  

Is it possible that you may be living in the same 
situation?  

What do I mean?  
Did you know that you have received unim-

aginable riches from God?  Do you realize that you 
may be living in poverty because you are not aware 
of this and therefore you are not taking advantage 
of the great storehouse of resources that is at your 
disposal? 

What am I referring to?  Is this just another of 
those “feel good” “name it and claim it,” prosperity 
articles?  What are these unimaginable riches?

There is a New Testament letter that teaches 
us about this magnificent subject. It tells us what 
we possess and how we can claim and enjoy our 
possessions. It has been called the “Christian’s 
Riches in Christ” and “The Treasure House of the 
Bible.” It is the letter the apostle Paul wrote to the 
Ephesians. (Words like “riches” and “inheritance” 
appear many times in Ephesians.) He opens his 
letter with an outburst of adoration as he unfolds 
before us one of the most glorious and staggering 
statements in all Scripture! Ephesians 1:3 is basi-
cally about the new life we have as Christians:  

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms 
with every spiritual blessing in Christ.”

This verse is rich with meaning. We actually need 
many hours to discover what Paul is saying but even 
then we will never fully comprehend it. The more 
we dig, the more gold nuggets we discover! So let’s 
do some digging and look at just three relevant 
aspects from this loaded passage.    

1. these spiritual blessings are for us now.  
We don’t have to continually ask God for them 
because he “has blessed” us with them.  These treas-
ures are not simply promised; they are possessed.  
Of course we still have to grow in maturity as we 
are being transformed into the image of Jesus, but 
as Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 3:21-23; “all things 
are yours”.

2. no spiritual blessing has been withheld 
from us.  God has graciously blessed us with “every 
spiritual blessing”. In 2 Peter 1:3 we learn that 

“Everything that goes into a life of pleasing God has 
been miraculously given to us.” (The Message).  

3. these spiritual blessings are “in christ.”  
Every blessing we enjoy comes to us through the 
Lord Jesus Christ. To be “in Christ” means that we 
are united to him and therefore we share in the life 
of the Son of God.  What he has we have. His riches 
are our riches. His inheritance is our inheritance. 
(Romans 8:16-17). 

Gordon Green

to page 13
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“This is WhaT i bEliEvE”

Imagine a world without praise 
and worship music, tele-
evangelists, Christian radio 

stations or Christian magazines. 
What if there were no books written by Christian 

authors and the Bible as we know it did not exist. 
How would you know what to believe? 

These were the conditions that faced first century 
Christians and were cause for great concern. 

After Jesus’ death and the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost, Christianity started spreading. 
First in Jerusalem and then later across Asia Minor, 
North Africa and Europe. 

But with the spreading of the gospel came new 
challenges. As it extended throughout the Roman 
Empire, it was introduced to other cultures and reli-
gions, some of which started influencing it.

Not only that, but as time progressed and the 
early church fathers died out, the church had to 
contend with a multitude of false teachers who 
wanted to twist the gospel to suit their own ends. 
There was also the constant threat of persecution, 
so in order to address these problems, Christians 
had to come up with an easy way to remember and 
communicate the core beliefs of their religion.

the rise of the creeDs
In response to the problem early Christians 

started formulating creeds to concisely sum up the 
core beliefs. The first creed-like statements appear 
in the Bible in written form as early as two years 
after the crucifixion. 

what is a creeD?
So what is a creed you may ask? Well in its 

simplest form a creed is a statement of faith. Essen-
tially it says, “This is what I believe.” So for example 
the following scripture contains specific information 

about what the Apostle Paul believed. 
“For what I received I passed on to you as of first 

importance: that Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures,  that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures” 
(1 Corinthians 15:3-4).

In the scripture above Paul affirms a couple of 
essential beliefs. 

(1) Firstly he affirms that Jesus actually died 
and did so for our sins. Some people have claimed 
that Jesus did not die on the cross, but that he was 
removed from it prior to death and nurtured back to 
health. 

(2) Secondly he affirms that Jesus was buried 
and was raised from the dead. Once again these 
affirmations are very important because if Jesus 
was not raised from the dead, we would have no 
hope of salvation.

The creeds offered an easy way to remember 
the core doctrines of the church. They were used as 
preaching and teaching tools, giving an outline for 
further discipleship. 

They were memorized through frequent repeti-
tion, which helped the many believers who could 
not read and they also provided a doctrinal basis 
for different churches to accept one another, and 
to reject those who did not accept the basic truths. 

The creeds anchored the Christian faith to a 
tradition that made it difficult for people or churches 
to be led astray by strange doctrines and to this 
day forms the doctrinal basis for almost all Chris-
tian churches. In fact there is more agreement in 
Christianity as a whole regarding the Nicene Creed 
than about which books should make up the New 
Testament. 

It is important to note that the creeds are not 
man-made ideas but are all based on scripture. 

Shaun de Greeff
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the history of the creeDs
The first written reference to a clearly formulated  

creed appears about 120 years after the death of 
Paul in the writings of Tertullian. In his writings called 

“On Prescription Against Heretics” Tertullian writes 
a document dealing with heretics, and quotes the 

“The Rule of Faith” in his defense. “The Rule of Faith” 
is one of the first creeds 
and was commonly used 
back in Tertullian’s day. 

By the 3rd Century 
AD the “Rule of faith” 
is refined into what is 
called the Old Roman 
Symbol which is a short-
ened version of what we 
know today as the Apos-
tles Creed.

but why DiD the 
creeDs haVe to 
change at aLL?

Over time Christianity 
had to fend off various 
attacks. In the first and 
second letters of John 
for example, we find 
the apostle warning the 
early church against 
false teachers. Gnosti-
cism, another religion of the day, was starting to 
become a problem for Christianity with many people 
falling for their teaching that we are in fact gods.

In his epistles John makes reference amongst 
other things to the divine and mortal nature of 
Jesus and the goodness and holiness of God. These 
concepts that affirm Jesus as both man and God, 
and God as ‘light of very light’ are incorporated into 
the creeds as a defense against the Gnostics who 

believed that God the Father was actually evil and 
that Jesus was not really a man.

One of the people who were affected by this 
Gnostic philosophy was a man called Arius, an elder 
of the Egyptian city of Alexandria. He taught that 
there was one Creator, who created the Logos, the 
Word or Wisdom of God, who in turn created every-

thing else. This Logos 
became Jesus Christ.

According to Arius, 
Jesus was the Son of 
God because God 
had created him. This 
sparked huge contro-
versy in the church 
because the consensus 
was – as it is today - that 
the Word, who became 
Christ, was God from 
the beginning.

Alexander, the bishop 
of Alexandria, said that 
the Word was eternal, 
not created and he 
tried to remove Arius 
from his position. But 
Arius was popular and 
people respected him 
for his strict morality, his 
self-discipline and his 

teaching abilities. The people took to the streets in 
public demonstrations, chanting slogans for Arius. 

the nicene creeD

Around the same time there was a change in 
power in Rome. Up until then Christians were 
despised and often persecuted for their faith, but 
after Constantine was crowned Emperor of Rome, 
things started to change.

niceno- 
constantinopoLitan  

creeD aD 381

“We believe in one God the Father, the Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth, and of all that is, seen 
and unseen.

“We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us men and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 

have no end.
“We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 

of life, who proceeds from the Father (and the Son). 
With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.

“We believe in one, holy, catholic** and apos-
tolic*** Church. We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.” 

 

(Translation by the International Consultation on 
English Texts, 1975, published in appendix A of Gerald 
Bray, Creeds, Councils and Christ, InterVarsity Press, 1984.)

** The word ‘catholic’ means all-embracing or universal 

*** The word ‘apostolic’ in this context refers to the 12 
apostles and not the Apostolic Church which is a modern 
Christian denomination.

Emperor Constantine
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Constantine had not always been a Christian. 
Some Christian sources claim that at the Battle 
of Milvian Bridge he saw a vision of a cross with 
the words “By this you win.” Apparently he then 
commanded his soldiers to adorn their shields with 
the Christian symbol of the cross and subsequently 
led them to victory.

Once in power, Constantine sought to unite the 
Roman Empire under one religion namely Christi-
anity, but Christianity was divided. 

To resolve the problem he organized the council 
of Nicea in AD 325, where the divinity of Jesus was 
discussed as it was a burning issue. Contrary to what 
has been popularised in recent years, the council 
of Nicea was not responsible for the formulation of 
canonisation of the Bible as we have it today but 
was convened specifically to discuss the divinity of 
Jesus.

Only two bishops of the 300 present could not 
agree that Jesus was fully God and Man. 

With virtually unanimous consensus reached, 
the Nicene Creed was penned, and to underscore 
the importance of the deity of Jesus, the following 
was added to the creed regarding Jesus; “God of 
God, light of light, true God of true God, begotten, 
not made, of one substance with the Father.”

This 99% approval of the creed made the Nicene 
Creed the most universally accepted Christian docu-
ment even to this day. 

The Holy Spirit also came under discussion. The 

Nicene council had merely said that “we believe in 
the Holy Spirit,” without saying anything about who 
or what the Spirit was, but by not addressing the 
issue it caused more problems in the Church. 

You see, Arius had taught that the Holy Spirit was 
a created spirit being, but bishops such as Athana-
sius of Alexandria made it clear that the Holy Spirit 
is divine in the same way the Son is.

Over a period of 50 years the issue was debated 
until AD 381 when the council of Constantinople 
finally dealt with the matter. Theodosius was Emperor 
at that time and expelled the Arian supporters once 
the matter was resolved. 

concLusion
As we can see, the formulation and changes to 

the creeds as well as many of the books in the New 
Testament were in direct response to problems the 
church was facing. The creeds were a means to 
clarify and unify Christianity and was used to easily 
convey core doctrines. Even though theological 
differences still exist today amongst Christians, they 
are almost exclusively on fringe doctrines. Chris-
tians might disagree on what happens after you die, 
but they all agree that Jesus is the Son of God. 

History proves that Christians can be distracted 
from the core beliefs of their faith, and that we need 
to “contend for the faith that was once entrusted to 
the saints” (Jude:3) . F2F

What are these spiritual blessings? You can sense 
Paul’s excitement as he begins to describe some of 
them in Ephesians 1:4. In fact he is so inspired that 
for the next ten verses he neither pauses for breath, 
nor (in the original Greek) punctuates his words 
with full stops! One author likens these verses to “a 
snowball tumbling down a hill, picking up volume 
as it descends.”1 Included in Paul’s list is redemption, 
adoption, forgiveness and the Holy Spirit. But it is a 
partial list. Elsewhere we learn that we are beyond 
condemnation (Romans 8:1), justified (Romans 
5:1), and we will never be abandoned (Hebrews 
13:5). The lists go on and on. No wonder these are 
called “endless treasures” and “inexhaustible riches” 
(Ephesians 3:8; NLT and The Message). Awesome 
things have happened to us because of Jesus Christ!  

How can we deeply grasp, appropriate and 
enjoy these riches that God lavishly pours upon us?
•	 Don’t	 first	 focus	 on	 the	 blessings.	 Instead,	

focus on the source.  It is only as we get to know 
Jesus (not just about him) that we can really partici-
pate in these blessings because he doesn’t only give 
us his riches - he is them! He is our peace (Romans 
16:20) our comfort (2 Corinthians 1:3-5) our power 
and wisdom (1Corinthians 1:24). He is love (1John 
4:16). The more we talk and listen to him the more 
we will enjoy his endless treasures.   

•	 Realize	 your	 position	 and	 spiritual	 wealth	
in Christ. Allow this to change the way you see 
yourself. For example, another spiritual blessing is 
acceptance. Do you worry about being accepted 
by others? Do you fear rejection? Don’t. God has 
accepted you unconditionally!  Do you feel like a 
failure? Don’t. God embraces failures (Luke 15:11-
31)!  Doesn’t this fill you with immense gratitude?  
So be what you are and ...  
•	 Praise	God	daily.	The	whole	opening	para-

graph in Ephesians chapter one is a song of praise 
for who God is and who we are because of the 
wonder of what God has given us in Jesus Christ. 
Because of him we are rich!   
•	 Ask	God	regularly	to	give	you	insight	so	that	

you can grasp the depth and fullness of these spir-
itual riches (Ephesians1:18). This will change your 
whole life!

There is no need for us to live in spiritual poverty.  
There is oil on our property. All the money in the 
world doesn’t compare to the spiritual riches we 
have. United to Jesus Christ you and I have the 
things money can’t buy!  F2F

1 John Stott: The Message of Ephesians; p32.

from page 10
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reCeiVe FirST, giVe SeCOnd  

What do you do when 
you’re low on love? 

Do you try to conjure it up by 
the sheer force of will? As if there is within us a 
distillery of affection that lacks only a piece of wood 
or a hotter fire. We poke it and stoke it with resolve. 
What’s our typical strategy for treating a troubled 
relationship? Try harder.

“My spouse needs my forgiveness? I don’t know 
how, but I’m going to give it.”

“I don’t care 
how much it 
hurts; I’m going 
to be nice to that 
bum.”

“I’m supposed 
to love my neigh-
bour? Okay. By 
golly, I will.”

So we try. 
Teeth clinched. 
Jaw firm. We’re 
going to love if 
it kills us! And it 
may do just that.

Could it be 
we are missing 
a step? Could 
it be that the 
first step of love 
is not toward 
them but toward 
Jesus? Could 
it be that the 
secret to loving 
is receiving? You 
give love by first receiving. “We love each other as a 
result of his loving us first” (1 John 4:19 NLT).

Long to be more loving? Begin by accepting your 
place as a dearly loved child. “Be imitators of God, 
therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of 
love, just as Christ loved us” (Ephesians 5:1-2 NIV).

Want to learn to forgive? Then consider how 
you’ve been forgiven. “Be kind and compassionate 
to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ, 
God forgave you” (Ephesians 4:32 NIV).

Finding it hard to put others first? Think of the 
way Christ put you first. “Though he was God, he did 
not demand and cling to his rights as God” (Philip-
pians 2:6 NLT).

Need more patience? Drink from the patience 
of God (2 Peter 3:9). Is generosity an elusive virtue? 
Then consider how generous God has been with 
you (Romans 5:8). Having trouble putting up with 

ungrateful relatives or cranky neighbors? God puts 
up with you when you act the same. “He is kind to 
the ungrateful and wicked” (Luke 6:35 NIV).

Can’t we love like this?
Not without God’s help we can’t.
If we haven’t received these things ourselves, 

how can we give them to others? Apart from God, 
“the heart is deceitful above all things” (Jeremiah 
17:9 NIV). A marriage-saving love is not within us. 
A friendship-preserving devotion cannot be found 
in our hearts. We need help from an outside source. 
A transfusion. Would we love as God loves? Then 

we start by receiving 
God’s love.

We preachers 
have been guilty of 
skipping this step. 

“Love each other!” 
we tell our churches. 

“Be patient, kind, 
forgiving,” we urge. 
But instructing 
people to love 
without telling them 
they are loved is like 
telling them to write 
a check without our 
making a deposit in 
their accounts. No 
wonder so many 
relationships are 
overdrawn. Hearts 
have insufficient 
love. The apostle 
John models the 
right sequence. He 
makes a deposit 
before he tells us to 

write the check. First the deposit:
“God showed how much he loved us by sending 

his only son into the world so that we might have 
eternal life through him. This is real love. It is not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son 
as a sacrifice to take away our sins” (1 John 4:9-10 
NLT).

And then, having made such an outrageous, 
eye-opening deposit, John calls on you and me to 
pull out the checkbook: “Dear friends, since God 
loved us that much, we surely ought to love each 
other” (verse 11 NLT).

The secret to loving is living loved. Many people 
tell us to love. Only God gives us the power to do 
so. F2F

Excerpted from A Love Worth Giving
W Publishing, 2002, Reprinted with permission

Max Lucado
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What You Have 
Heard Is True!  

About 30 years after Jesus 
Christ, a wealthy man 
named Theophilus became 

interested in following Jesus. 
Some of the stories he heard about Jesus seemed 

too strange to be true. So he asked an investigator 
to get the facts about what Jesus had really done 
and taught.

This special investigator learned as much as he 
could about Jesus’ life, work and teachings. He then 
wrote an organized documentary about Jesus. We 
call it the Gospel of Luke.

Luke’s writing technique

Luke tells us how he went about his task: “I made 
a careful study of everything and then decided to 
write and tell you exactly what took place. Honorable 
Theophilus, I have done this to let you know if what 
you have heard is true” (Luke 1:3-4, Contemporary 
English Version throughout).

In addition to being inspired by God to write this 
Gospel, it’s clear that Luke did his research, prob-
ably travelling to Judea and interviewing Christians 
who had known Jesus. Luke learned that Jesus took 
special interest in the less-respected members of 
society.

Luke’s writing style suggests that he had an 
upper-middle-class education. Theophilus, judging 
by the title “Honorable,” may have been a wealthy 
government official. The name Theophilus means 

“lover of God,” so anyone who loved God would feel 
welcome to read Luke’s report.

Luke wanted Theophilus to know about Jesus’ 
interest in disadvantaged people. Like Luke, 
Theophilus would be surprised and intrigued at how 
Jesus regarded poor people, for example.

the poor

 Many Jewish religious leaders assumed that 
poor people were religiously inferior — that God 
wasn’t blessing them because they weren’t living 
right. But Luke showed that Jesus went out of his 
way to remind everyone that he had a message for 
the poor: “The Lord’s Spirit has come to me, because 
he has chosen me to tell the good news to the poor” 
(Luke 4:18). On another occasion, “Jesus looked at 
his disciples and said: God will bless you people who 
are poor” (Luke 6:20). What would a wealthy man 
think of that?

the rich

 Jesus included both the poor and the wealthy in 
his work. But his message to the rich had a different 

focus: “You rich people are in for trouble,” he said 
(verse 24). But Luke reported that Jesus Christ 
didn’t criticize the rich because they had money. It 
was their attitude that was most important. Jesus 
warned the rich to trust in God, not in wealth 
(Luke 12:15-21). “You cannot be the slave of two 
masters.... You cannot serve God and money” (Luke 
16:13). “It’s terribly hard for rich people to get into 
God’s kingdom” (Luke 18:24). A wealthy man could 
be disturbed by such words. But he would see near 
the end of the report that God can save even a rich 
man. The cost? A complete change in his attitude 
toward money.

Luke had heard about, perhaps even interviewed, 
a wealthy tax collector named Zacchaeus, who told 
Jesus he would give half his money to the poor. 
Jesus was pleased. “Today you and your family have 
been saved, because you are a true son of Abraham” 
(Luke 19:9).

women 

Jewish teachers of that time usually considered 
women to be inferior. But Luke learned that Jesus 
treated women as individuals worthy of individual 
attention. Jesus recognized their faith and their 
feelings.

To illustrate this, Luke included several stories 
about women in his report. He began with Elizabeth, 
the mother of John the Baptist, and Mary the mother 
of Jesus. Anyone who thought women were inferior 
would have been surprised. In Luke’s report, the 
first person on whom the Holy Spirit came was Eliz-
abeth (Luke 1:41). The first t o 
be called “blessed” was 
Mary (verses 28, 42).

And in a more 
personal touch, 
Luke described 
Mary’s worry when 
she thought her 
young son was lost in 
Jerusalem (Luke 2:48). 
She “kept on thinking 
about all that had 
happened” (verse 51).

In his research, Luke 
found that women 
helped pay the cost of 
Jesus’ ministry: 
“ J o a n n a , 
Susanna, and 
many others 
had also used 
what they owned 
to help Jesus and his 
disciples” (Luke 8:3). 
Joanna, he noted, was 
the wife of a government 

Michael Morrison
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official. Luke knew that Theophilus (who may have 
been a government official himself) would be inter-
ested.

Another story Luke reported was about Jesus 
teaching in the home of Martha. Martha was busy 
with housework, but her sister Mary was listening 
to Jesus. Martha complained to Jesus: “Doesn’t it 
bother you that my sister has left me to do all the 
work by myself?” (Luke 10:40). But Jesus reminded 
her that Mary had chosen to do the more important 
thing (verses 41-42). The teachings of Jesus were 
important for women as well as for men.

the DisabLeD

 Many people of 
Theophilus’ day assumed that 
handicaps were evidence 
of sin (John 9:2). But Jesus 
had special compassion for 
the disabled and took care 
of their needs: “Blind people 
are now able to see, and the 
lame can walk. People who 
have leprosy are being healed, 
and the deaf can now hear,” 
reported Luke (Luke 7:22).

non-Jews

 Jews in Jesus’ day often looked down on non-
Jews. After all, weren’t the Jews God’s chosen 
people? And weren’t the other nations good-for-
nothing idol worshipers? But Luke showed that 
Jesus had an interest in non-Jewish peoples, and 
that this was an unpleasant surprise to many Jews 
of Jesus’ day. Jesus began his ministry by reminding 
everyone that, God’s prophets had served people of 
other nations (Luke 4:25-27). This made the Jews 
so angry that they tried to kill Jesus (verses 28-30).

Jesus’ attitude toward other ethnic groups was 
also shown in the parable of the good Samaritan 
(Luke 10:30-37). Jews despised Samaritans, but 
Jesus dared to use one as a good example. Jesus 
broke through social barriers and practiced reli-
gious equality.

sinners

 Many Jewish leaders looked down on those who 
did not observe their strict rules. They assumed that 
the common people, the crowds, were so far from 
God that it was pointless to try to teach them (John 
7:49).

But Jesus preached to the crowds, and they loved 
him for it (Luke 5:15). He gave them the good news 
that God would not neglect them, that they were 
valuable to him. He said: “I didn’t come to invite 
good people to turn to God. I came to invite sinners” 
(verse 32).

Luke learned that Jesus spent time with all 
classes of people. He attended banquets with tax-
collectors (who were assumed to be cheats and trai-
tors). But the religious leaders criticized Jesus for the 
company he kept. “Jesus eats and drinks too much!” 
they said. “He is even a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners” (Luke 7:34).

Luke described an incident that occurred when 
Jesus was dining at the home of one of his critics: 

“When a sinful woman in that town found out that 
Jesus was there, she bought an expensive bottle of 
perfume. Then she came and stood behind Jesus. 
She cried and started washing his feet with her tears 
and drying them with her hair. The woman kissed 
his feet and poured the perfume on them” (verses 
37-38).

This must have astonished everyone who saw it. 
A Jewish teacher allowing himself to be touched by 
a woman? And not just any woman, but a woman 
everyone knew to be “sinful”! And not just touched, 
but anointed with expensive perfume and caressed 
with a woman’s hair, which was normally kept 

hidden. Scandalous!
But Jesus understood 

the deep emotion that had 
prompted her act of adora-
tion. “All her sins are forgiven, 
and that is why she has shown 
great love. But anyone who has 
been forgiven only a little will 
show only a little love,” he told 
his self-righteous host (verse 
47). Jesus then told the woman, 
“Your sins are forgiven.... You are 
now saved” (verses 48, 50).

hope for the humbLe

Luke showed Theophilus how Jesus reached out 
to those less respected in first-century Jewish society. 
Jesus loved everyone, regardless of their station in 
life. Even his enemies knew it: “You treat everyone 
with the same respect, no matter who they are” (Luke 
20:21).

Anyone can be blessed by God no matter how 
lowly he or she may seem to be. As Jesus said, “The 
people who are really blessed are the ones who hear 
and obey God’s message!” (Luke 11:28).

To emphasize this, Luke used the terms repent-
ance, forgiveness and salvation more often than 
other gospel writers did. His report encouraged 
sinners to turn to God, knowing they would be 
accepted by him.

Luke recorded the story Jesus told to “some 
people who thought they were better than others 
and who looked down on everyone else.” Two men 
were praying, Jesus said. The Pharisee prayed, “I 
am really glad that I am not like that tax collector 
over there.” The tax collector, on the other hand, 

“was so sorry for what he had done that he pounded 
his chest and prayed, “’God, have pity on me! I am 
such a sinner.’”

Jesus then said, “It was the tax collector and not 
the Pharisee who was pleasing to God. If you put 
yourself above others, you will be put down. But if 
you humble yourself, you will be honoured” (Luke 
18:9-14).

Time after time, Luke showed that God wants 
all people, no matter what their social or religious 
status, to come to him in repentance and humility. 
And he will joyfully accept every sinner who turns to 
him (Luke 15:7, 10).

What a message! God loves rich and poor, saint 
and sinner, women as well as men. It had seemed 
too good to be true. But it was true, and is true. 
Luke had checked it carefully, and sent the good 
news to Theophilus — and to us today. F2F
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THE SHREWD 
MANAGER  

One of the most impres-
sive movies about World 
War 2 and the holo-

caust was Schindler’s List.
 Based on truth, it is the amazing story of Oskar 

Schindler, a German industrialist and member of 
the Nazi Party. 

At his munitions factory in Cracow, Poland, he 
employed many Jews, saving them from certain 
death in the concentration camps, and continually 
outwitting and defying the SS. In this way he saved 
more than 1000 lives. After the war however, he 
just couldn’t make a success of any of his endeav-
ours. He was supported financially for the rest of his 
life by Jewish organizations. 

Oskar Schindler’s investment in life saving oper-
ations carried him through right up until his death 
in 1974.

I couldn’t help comparing this man with the 
parable of the shrewd manager in Luke chapter 16. 
This has been labelled “The hardest parable” by 
at least one prominent theologian, and there are 
many different interpretations even amongst Bible 
scholars, so my personal “take” is just one among 
many.

This shrewd manager is a 
somewhat strange character – 
not the kind we might expect 
to hear Jesus praising. His 
employer accused him of 
mismanagement of funds. 

“Get your report in order,” 
said the employer, “because 
you are going to be fired.” The 
manager thought to himself. 

‘Now what? My boss has fired 
me. I don’t have the 
strength to dig ditches 
and I am too proud to 
beg. Ah, I know how 
to ensure that I have 
plenty of friends who 
will give me a home 
when I’m fired.’ So he 
invited each person 
who owed money to 
his employer to come 
and discuss the situa-
tion” (Luke 16:2-5 NLT 
throughout). He then got 
them to change the amounts 
owing on their bill of debt, reducing 
the amount owed in every case. A most 

welcome debt relief for those in trouble, and at the 
same time ensuring his popularity with them after 
he was fired.

“The employer had to admire the dishonest rascal 
for being so shrewd, and it is true that the children of 
this world are more shrewd in dealing with the world 
around them than are the children of light,” said 
Jesus. “Here’s the lesson: Use your worldly resources 
to benefit others and make friends. Then when your 
earthly possessions are gone, you will be welcomed 
into eternal dwellings” (Luke 16:8-9).

Jesus wants us to be shrewD

Did Jesus admire the dishonest manager? Of 
course not. The next few verses make that much 
clear. “If you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, 
who will trust you with the true riches of heaven?” 
(Luke 16:11) The point Jesus makes is that this fellow 
knew how to look after his own interests.  Jesus also 
advises us to look after our own eternal interests 
by being “as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as 
doves” (Matthew 10:16 NIV).

Jesus was shrewd in his answers to the Pharisees 
on many occasions. Had they been able to catch 
him saying the wrong thing, or speaking against the 
law, they might have had grounds to arrest and put 

him to death a lot earlier than the time God 
appointed. 

The Apostle Paul was able to save 
himself from a cruel beating in 
Jerusalem by revealing his Roman 
citizenship. The next day before the 
Sanhedrin he saw a way out of his 
predicament by announcing his 
belief in the resurrection. The Phari-
sees shared this belief, but the 

Sadducees didn’t. So the 
council was divided and the 
verbal conflict grew violent. 
In the meantime, Paul was 
quietly slipped back to the 
fortress before the enraged 
council members could tear 
him apart (Acts 23:6-10). 

Today we need to be 
“wise serpents,” and to 
realise there are “wolves in 
sheep’s clothing” all around 
us. There are the health 
and wealth preachers and 

the false prophets mentioned 
in our previous issue of this 

magazine. There are the legalists 
who would have us think God is 
waiting to pounce on us if we make 
even the smallest mistake. Our  

Hilary Jacobs

to page 19
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In the beginning of 2011, I 
decided to join a weekly 
outreach to prostitutes in 

one of Cape Town’s suburbs. 
This article is not an expert analysis of the problem 

or related issues – it is the personal learning experi-
ence of a novice in outreach ministry.

Taking the initial decision and step to become 
actively involved was the difficult part. I had to 
overcome my personal inhibitions, mainly being 
afraid of exposing myself to unfamiliar and prob-
ably uncomfortable situations. But after listening to 
a speaker from “Straatwerk,” an organisation that 
equips the church to reach and restore women in 
prostitution, I felt moved to support and join this 
group. They needed men to partner the teams of 
two to three female members (mainly for protection 
and support), that directly engage the prostitutes on 
the streets. I felt I could not ignore the request for 
assistance.       

One of the first questions I asked was how 
successful is the outreach? How many converts have 
they had; what are the statistics? I soon learned that 
it does not work that way. Although there have been 
instant conversions, albeit very few, mostly it is the 
proverbial seed of the gospel that is sown in the 
heart of the person, which after considerable time 
in some individuals, starts to grow. 

A typical case in point is the story of a male pros-
titute who was once handed a cup of coffee late 
at night with a slightly awkward and simple “Jesus 

loves you.” A few years later he decisively broke with 
the lifestyle and also went for drug rehabilitation. 
He cited that one incident as the main reason he 
decided to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour.  

A typical outreach evening consists of the group 
coming together at a local church for preparation. 
We share updates, discuss issues of concern or note 
and then pray for the evening’s outreach. There-
after the teams will take to the streets (so to speak), 
each team consisting of at least one male together 
with two or three female members, covering a 
designated area. In engaging and talking to these 
women, cards with inspiring scriptures and contact 
details and sometimes related literature will be 
handed out, as well as little gifts. These are usually 
sweets, but often also items of clothing (especially 
in winter). The teams meet together again at a set 
time and all the contacts are recorded. Discussion 
on the contacts follows and the evening is concluded 
with prayer.

I was surprised to find that the vast majority of 
the women are willing to talk if they are approached 
positively. They share their life stories and problems 
and appreciate the genuine interest and concern. 
In some cases they are willing to pray together with 
the team and sometimes even request prayer.  

sin ensLaVes us

What is so clearly evident to me is the misery 
in which these women find themselves. Sin and its 
consequences play havoc in their lives. Many if not 
most come from dysfunctional families and back-
grounds – poverty, sexual abuse and drugs are most 
often mentioned. The power of sin to enslave is 

Dawid Labuschagne 

Good News for Sex Workers
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adversary the devil employs some clever tactics to 
divert us from following our Saviour, and we need 
to be aware of them. Often it’s an easy way out of 
problems, or it’s to satisfy some material desire he 
makes us think we’re entitled to.

Just recently we have received 
calls from a “technical support” 
organization offering to help protect 
our computers. This kind, concerned 
representative just needed our 
username and password. A year 
or two ago, we received an email 
supposedly from a well known motor 
company informing us that we have 
won a car. They just need a few 
particulars so they know where to 
send the vehicle. A little investigation 
into that company’s website warned 
against such correspondence. There 
were even some basic spelling and 
grammar mistakes in the message. 
Then there was the upbeat lady who assured me 
I’ve won a prize in a competition which I never went 
in for. I just needed to call at a certain store to claim 
this prize. 

One thing is certain. There are no free lunches 
out there, and if someone takes the trouble to 

contact you, there is a good chance they are doing 
it in their own interests.

But how did Jesus make the connection between 
the dishonest manager’s tactics, and our eternal 
life? Just as the dishonest manager invested in his 
physical future, so must we invest in our eternal 
future in the Kingdom of God. But we don’t do 

kindness to others by cooking 
the books. On the contrary, 
Paul advises: “Teach those who 
are rich in this world not to be 
proud and not to trust in their 
money which is so unreliable. 
Their trust should be in God who 
richly gives us all we need for 
our enjoyment. Tell them to use 
their money to do good. They 
should be rich in good works 
and generous to those in need, 
always being ready to share with 
others. By doing this they will be 
storing up their treasures as a 
good foundation for the future 

so they may experience true life” (1 Timothy 6:17-
19).

Oskar Schindler is a 20th century example of a 
shrewd manager, and his investment carried him 
through to the end of this life. When we invest in the 
Kingdom of God, it will be guaranteed forever. F2F

obvious and although the majority express the need 
to break out of the lifestyle (sometimes in tears), 
they simply cannot make the break, or repeatedly 
fall back into the lifestyle when they do. On average 
an individual who has left prostitution will have 
seven relapses. 

Many of them feel they have sinned so grievously 
that they are beyond salvation – that God simply 
cannot love them anymore. They feel completely 
unworthy and helpless against the destructive pulls 
of prostitution and the other causative factors in their 
lives and express having lost all hope. The experi-
enced team leaders I work with state that through 
the years they have found that it is only Jesus Christ 
who can work complete and radical change. There 
are various other approaches and methodologies, 
but it is only Jesus who can fill and cure the deep 
and painful void in their lives.

I have met some of these women and stand 
amazed when they tell me their life stories and their 
conversions. From their accounts it was never easy 
nor quick, but the spiritual healing, intense commit-
ment, rekindled hope and love are clearly evident. 
I count myself privileged to know them and see the 
evidence of Jesus Christ’s soul transforming power. 

staying motiVateD

I have to work at staying motivated and 
maintaining regular participation in the weekly 
outreach. After the initial momentum wears off, 
other demands for one’s time and energy start to 
compete, especially after a hard day at the office 
or on a cold, rainy evening. However, I am always 
struck at how blessed one feels after an evening 

of outreach, even when starting off in a personally 
unmotivated state. No single night on the streets is 
the same as the next, and every one presents with 
some new experience. 

Being part of a multi-denominational outreach 
team has had unexpected benefits. I have made new 
acquaintances and friends who are very supportive, 
had the opportunity to undergo formal training 
by knowledgeable and experienced professionals, 
and have become part of the overall energy of an 
outreach ministry with many events and members.   

What I have related is a small part of my personal 
experience and observations. There is much more 
to this outreach ministry to prostitutes, especially in 
the follow-up, rehabilitation and development work, 
where other teams are involved. 

As the instruments of God we represent Jesus 
Christ to those people whom we reach out to in his 
name. It is a very sobering reality and can only be 
genuinely achieved with his power. I have learned 
that Jesus Christ is the only Soul Physician. As the 
Bible tells us in 1 Peter 2:25, we are all like sheep 
that have gone astray, but when we turn to Jesus 
Christ, we return to the “Shepherd and Overseer” 
of our souls. 

The bottom line is that Jesus loves all these 
women. He even declared that the tax collectors 
and prostitutes would enter the Kingdom of Heaven 
before the Pharisees of his time (Matthew 21:31).  
As part of this ministry, I am privileged to be an 
instrument of Jesus’ love.. F2F

 
If you would like to learn more about Straatwerk, you can 
visit the website  www.straatwerk.org.za.

from page 17
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They call it “going viral.”
 Almost overnight a video, a news item, or 

perhaps a piece of music rockets from relative 
obscurity to universal recognition. 

It happened with Pachelbel’s Canon in D Major. 
He wrote it about 1680, but it lay forgotten for three 
centuries. Then, in about 1980, it began appearing 
everywhere—advertisements, background music to 
movies and TV series, and as an entrance march at 
weddings. 

Scriptures can be like that, too. Like this one: 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the 

Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans 
to give you hope and a future.” 

You’ll find it buried in the writings of the Old Testa-
ment Prophet Jeremiah. In chapter 29, verse 11, to be 
precise.   

I probably have read that verse many times since I 
began studying the Bible. But it never really stuck out. 
Then I began to see it everywhere. Christian ministries 
that focused on “health and wealth” loved it. It seemed 
to say exactly what they were offering—a gospel that 
promised the good life now. Never mind that it was 
from the Old Testament; it delivered the good news 
that God wanted to bless us and prosper us, and it was 
his plan to do so. No wonder the verse has become so 
popular. 

The problem is, health and wealth now, is not what 
this verse is about. To read that into it is to wrench it 
out of context. I am not suggesting that it is not God’s 
ultimate will to prosper us and give us a bright future—
that is a topic well worth exploring. But to use this verse 
to buttress that argument is to miss its real point, the 
one that really needs to be made today. Especially as 
our traditional Christianity is in decline, and many of 
our congregations are made up mainly of older people, 
clinging desperately to keep the faith alive. 

So let’s let Jeremiah make his point. To do that, we 
first need to get the context. 

the conteXt

This verse is part of a letter that Jeremiah wrote 
about 2,500 years ago. Jeremiah, you remember, was 
a prophet that God sent to the people of ancient Judah 
to urge them to mend their ways and turn back to him 
to avoid national ruin. 

It was a thankless task. Jeremiah was ignored, ridi-
culed and put in prison. Then the wheels came off. The 
Babylonian Empire of Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah, 
executed most of the royal family and took the elite 
of the nation—its priests, nobility, scholars and other 
leaders—into exile in Babylon. The nation was stripped 
of talent and leadership. 

Jeremiah, because he had foretold the Babylonian 
victory, was well treated by the invaders and allowed 
to stay in Jerusalem. He continued to minister to his 
people—not by crowing, “I told you so,” but with 
messages of comfort and compassion. 

Meanwhile, the exiles in Babylon were restless. After 
the initial shock of deportation, it seems they lived in 
relative freedom. But like all exiles, they yearned to 
return to their homeland. Some of the exiled priests 
took advantage of the situation and began preaching 
that the exile would soon be over and the captives 
would soon be repatriated. 

Whose 
Hope? 

What 
Future?

John Halford
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However, a quick return to the homeland was 
not what God had in mind. He inspired Jeremiah to 
write to the exiles and explain to them the reality of 
their situation. That letter is preserved in the Bible: 

“This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, 
says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem 
to Babylon: ‘Build houses and settle down; plant 
gardens and eat what they produce. Marry and have 
sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and 
give your daughters in marriage, so that they too 
may have sons and daughters. Increase in number 
there; do not decrease. Also, seek the peace and 
prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into 
exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, 
you too will prosper. 

“Yes, this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of 
Israel, says: ‘Do not let the prophets and diviners 
among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams 
you encourage them to have. They are prophesying 
lies to you in my name. I have not sent them,’ declares 
the Lord” (Jeremiah 29:4-9).

This was not what the exiles wanted to hear. God 
was telling them, through this prophet they had 
repudiated, but whose warnings had been validated, 
that they should not expect an early return home. 

How long would this state of affairs last? “This 
is what the Lord says: ‘When seventy years are 
completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill 
my good promise to bring you back to this place.’” 
And then comes the oft-misapplied verse: “For I 
know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me 
and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you” 
(verses 10-12).

God was not abandoning his people. Everything 
he had promised would eventually happen.

“I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and 
will bring you back from captivity. I will gather 
you from all the nations and places where I have 
banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you 
back to the place from which I carried you into exile” 
(verse 14).

But not just yet. The generation that had been 
taken captive was not going home any time soon. 
It would not happen until their grandchildren 
were mature adults. So they needed to face facts, 
settle down, make Babylon their home, reestablish 
their families, start businesses and work for—not 
against—the best interests of their captors. 

Even in captivity the Israelites had work to do. 
A foundation had to be laid on which the future 
generations of the chosen people could rebuild. It 
seems as though the captives listened to Jeremiah 
this time. Some, such as Daniel and his three 
famous friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
rose to positions of great influence in the Babylo-
nian government and became trusted advisors to 
Nebuchadnezzar. And when the 70 years were 
fulfilled, some leading Jews were allowed to return 
to reestablish their nation—the nation to which the 
Messiah would eventually come.

With that as a background, let’s look at this 
verse again. 

hope DeferreD

God was not promising the exiles in Babylon 
immediate relief from their circumstances. He was 

telling them that he had not forgotten them. They 
were still the “chosen people,” and their nation did 
indeed have a hope and a future. And even though 
the vast majority of them would not see that hope 
fulfilled in their lifetimes, they had a responsibility 
toward it. 

Many people reading this article are older. 
Perhaps we have been Christians for decades, 
working, praying and contributing to the life of the 
church. We have lived with the expectation that our 
work would be crowned with success. Our congre-
gations would thrive and our influence would grow. 
Many of us have lived with the very real hope that 
we were the “end time” generation who would see 
the return of Jesus Christ and the establishment 
of the kingdom of God on earth. That expectation 
provided an impetus that motivated us to make 
extraordinary sacrifices. We wanted to be ready. But 
as the years have gone by and our understanding 
has grown, we have accepted the strong likelihood 
that we are not that generation. So what do we do 
now? 

We are a people not used to delaying gratifica-
tion. We buy now and pay later. Advertising tells us 

“we deserve” it and “owe it to ourselves” to get what 
we want, do what we want and be what we want, 
when we want it. So when we read that God wants 
us to have “hope and a future,” we want it now. 
And if it looks like that won’t happen, it is tempting 
to lose interest and let the world and its needs pass 
us by. 

Yes, the economy is in trouble, the environment 
needs attention, the spiritual state of our nations 
is decaying, our congregations are dwindling and 
religion, as we have known it, is on the ropes. Well, 
all that will probably not change in your lifetime. 
Maybe you should just sit it out. 

It is just as well the captives in Babylon did not 
think like that. They did as Jeremiah instructed. 
Those captives had no mandate to give up and drop 
out. The dream was not over—they had work to do. 
A foundation had to be laid on which the future 
generations of chosen people could be established. 
They listened, and out of what seemed like a hope-
less situation, the nation was eventually restored. 
Then, “when the set time had fully come, God sent 
his Son” (Galatians 4:4). 

Jeremiah’s letter, put in its proper context, should 
resonate with us. Things have not worked out quite 
as we expected, but God still has expectations of 
us, just as he did those ancient captives in Babylon. 
They were a part of the story—the epic saga of how 
God was redeeming the world in his Son, Jesus 
Christ. 

We are a part of that same story. As Jesus 
explained to his disciples, “others have done the 
hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of 
their labor” (John 4:38). There are times when 
the activity is intense and “the harvest is plentiful” 
(Matthew 9:37). At other times it may look as if not 
much is happening, and we must remember “how 
the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable 
crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring 
rains” (James 5:7). 

“So let’s not allow ourselves to get fatigued doing 
good. At the right time we will harvest a good crop 
if we don’t give up, or quit” (Galatians 6:9) F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey
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Gordon Green

What is the difference between a wise person 
and a foolish person? The wise man or woman seeks 
after wisdom as if they are searching for hidden 
treasure (Proverbs 2:1-6). They are like someone 
possessed by a craving desire to lay hands upon the 
hidden silver or gold. They  dream about it day and 
night and pursue it with all they’ve got. Last time we 
learnt that this wisdom is really Jesus. A wise person 
deeply desires a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ more than anything else in the world. The 
foolish person is just the opposite. But more about 
this character later.

Proverbs 3:5 reveals a vital characteristic of the 
wise person that if applied will have a far-reaching 
impact on your life.  

   “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding.” 

Once again, just one sentence in the book of 
Proverbs is a treasure trove yielding many riches. 
The word “trust” in the Hebrew language literally 
means to “lie down upon” or “to stretch out on”. 
Every night when you go to bed, you lie down on 
your mattress and you put all of your weight on your 
bed. You don’t keep one foot on the floor all night 
or have half your body on the bed and half off!  You 
just stretch all of your body out on the bed and trust 
that bed to hold you up. If you don’t put your entire 
weight on that bed, you’ll never get any rest. 

The use of the term “heart” drives the point home 
even more forcefully. In the Bible, the heart is the 
centre or source of our motivation, desires, interests 
and inclinations. Your heart determines why you say 
the things you do (Matthew 12:34), why you feel 
the way you do (Psalm 37:4), and why you act the 
way you do (Proverbs 4:23). It is what you truly are 
instead of what you seem to be outwardly.  My heart 
is me - the real me. Your heart is you - the deepest, 
truest you.

no hoLDing back

Proverbs 3:5 is about putting your whole life 
fully in God’s hands. The wise person puts his entire 
heart into trusting God. There is no holding back 
and no half-heartedness in any area of his life. He 
doesn’t trust God with some of his heart but all of 
his heart. His heart is undivided.  

Another way of saying this is to be pure in heart 
(Matthew 5:8). Pure means to cleanse out and sepa-
rate any foreign objects that are in something leaving 
it unmixed. When you see a sign in a grocery store 

promoting 
“One hundred 
percent honey” it 
means the honey is not 
mixed with anything else. It’s 
an “undivided” honey. 

So the wise person throws himself completely 
upon God – casting all hopes for the present and 
the future upon God, finding shelter and security 
there. The foolish person is different. Look at these 
sarcastic yet thought-provoking words of Wilbur 
Rees as he creatively illustrates a foolish person’s 
approach to life: 

I would like to buy $3 worth of God, please, not 
enough to explode my soul or disturb my sleep, but 
just enough to equal a cup of warm milk or a snooze 
in the sunshine.  I don’t want enough of him to make 
me love a black man or pick beets with a migrant.  I 
want ecstasy, not transformation; I want the warmth 
of the womb, not a new birth. I want a pound of the 
Eternal in a paper sack.  I would like to buy $3 worth 
of God, please.1 

A foolish person’s motives are mixed, impure 
– not genuine.  For example, the fool only loves 
people if they make him happy. His whole world 
revolves around himself - therefore everything must 
please him. He will like or love you but this affection 
is not one hundred percent. Rather it is “what can 
I get out of it?” He can never give himself fully to 
anyone else – including God. I will become a Chris-
tian so I won’t go to hell, to ease a guilty conscience, 
to get healed or to get out of financial difficulties. 
If I just get saved then God will be impressed and 
forgive me. 

A wise person stands in stark contrast to this 
foolish self-centred approach to life. How can we 
trust God with all our hearts?

Don’t Let your feeLings goVern you

Deliberately choose to trust God with all your 
heart. There will be times when you will feel God 
doesn’t love you, that life is confusing and circum-
stances depressing. There will be times of tears of 

King Solomon’s Mines
MOdern WiSdOM FrOM The  
anCienT BOOK OF prOVerBS (parT 7)
Has He Got Your WHole  
World In HIs Hands?

w w w. f a c e 2 f a c e . o r g . z a2 2



sorrow and regret. But King Solomon warns us; 
“Don’t lean on your own understanding” Don’t rely 
on your own judgement. It is always limited and 
sometimes wrong. Don’t let your 
feelings govern you – they can be 
deceitful. The prophet Jeremiah 
said, “I know, God, that mere 
mortals can’t run their own lives, 
That men and women don’t have 
what it takes to take charge of life.” 
(Jeremiah 10:23, The Message 
Bible). 

Ultimately we choose how we 
think, how we view life and talk 
about it. When we choose to trust 
God no matter what, it’s a choice 
in accord with who we understand 
God to be and who we really are 
– forgiven and unconditionally loved children of 
God.  If we believe God is love and that in love he’s 
in charge of our lives and in his love he’s with us 
guiding us through life, then it’s in accord with that 
that we trust him in every point of our lives. 

In a real sense only God can give you an undi-
vided heart (Psalms 51:10, 86:11). On the one hand 
we ask God for a united heart and yet on the other 

hand we are to cleanse our hearts (James 4:8).  In 
other words choose to renew your mind. Set your 
heart right and your life will take care of itself.  

Are you ready to put your 
whole life in God’s hands? 
This is easier said than done 
but don’t be discouraged. 

“But I lack so much faith” 
we argue. That’s okay with 
God. It’s a learning process. 
The good news is that God 
accepts us and loves us 
where we are – with all our 
mixed motives. When we 
don’t trust him with all our 
heart he still loves us. Isn’t 
that amazing?  

Why not start small by 
trusting him one step at a time? Share your everyday 
life with him deeply. Let him lead and guide you in 
every area of your life.  God may be saying to you 
right now “I am real. This whole thing is true.  I love 
you. If you will take a tiny step of trust, I will prove 
myself faithful. How about it?” 

The wise person puts his entire heart into trusting 
God. F2F
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Listen to us Radio:
ccfm 107.5 fm: 
Monday and Friday at 9:05, Saturday at 21:00, 
Sunday at 04:30, Sunday at 19:15 (The Greater 
Cape Town area from Melkbosstrand to Durbanville 
to Stellenbosch to Gordon’s bay from Muizenberg) 
kingfisher fm:
Every Saturday and Sunday at 11:45 AM on   
103.8 & 107.5 FM in Nelson Mandela Bay  
& surrounding country-towns

IF YOU LIVE IN CAPE TOWN , YOU 
CAN LISTEN TO FACE TO FACE ON:

www.ccfm.org.za

On-air 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, o�ering the 

best mix of contemporary 
Christian music and 

compelling chat, 
combined with up-to-

the-minute news, 
weather forecasts, tra�c 

and travel information.

Looking for a Congregation? 
Face to Face Magazine is published by Grace 
Communion International. We have many congre-
gations across South Africa. If you are interested in 
attending one of our services, please contact one of 
the following people for more information.

Syd Townsend (083 629 9217)- Free State and Lesotho
Gladman Ncokazi (083 230 2643)- Eastern cape
Gordon Green (082 564 0983)- Kwazulu-Natal
Caleb Makhela (074 587 1236)- Limpopo
Takalani Musekwa (082 444 3602) –Gauteng
Trevor Weber (082 927 9864) Western Cape
Tim Maguire (082 374 8437)- Other


