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THE EMPTY TOMB
What’s in It for You?



Editorial

By Tim Maguire

The primary focus of Face to Face is leading our 
readers into a deeper and more personal relationship with 
God. He has already done everything necessary to make 
this relationship possible by sending his Son to die for 
us. This special Easter issue commemorates the amazing 
sacrifice that God made, proving his love and desire to be 
in relationship with us for eternity. We examine how we 
can be certain that the crucifixion and resurrection did in 
fact  take place, as well as what this means to us today. 
Several other issues are dealt with as well, but there is no 
need for me to tell you about them - just turn the pages 
and read them for yourself. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to personally thank 
those of you who have given so generously to make the 
publication of Face to Face possible. This magazine comes 
to you free of charge, but not without cost. Without your 
donations, we would not be able continue spreading the 
Good News of Jesus in this way! Many of those who need 
the hope offered by the Gospel cannot afford to pay for 
it, and through your generosity we are able to continue 
to offer Face to Face free of charge to all who request it.

Thanks too, to those who have taken the time out to 

put pen to paper (or finger to keyboard), and given us 
such positive feedback and good suggestions on how to 
make this magazine even better. 

We did receive two letters complaining about the 
picture of a prostitute on the cover of the last issue of Face 
to Face. I sincerely apologise for any offence that this may 
have caused to sensitive readers.  However, we cannot 
hide from this and other very real issues and pretend they 
do not exist. The greater body of Christ needs to continue 
to challenge these wrongs wherever we encounter them. 
It was never our intention to degrade women in any way, 
or to imply that this lifestyle is acceptable, but rather to 
highlight the fact that God’s grace applies to all people, 
even those that society may look down on, and to offer 
this good news to those who may feel hopelessly trapped.

Have a Blessed Easter, and let’s remember to focus on 
the important things in life; our relationship with God and 
those around us.

Your brother in Christ

Tim
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our Vision

Face to Face seeks to inspire you to reach your 
full potential as you discover deeper insight into 
the purpose of living and relationships through 
an intimate bond with the Triune God.

our mission

1. Face to Face seeks to become a trustworthy 
Christian Media Ministry with a reputation 
for quality content, balanced theology and 
thought provoking articles and programmes.

2. Face to Face is committed to bringing a 
positive and practical Christian perspec-
tive on everyday issues facing ordinary 

people. Its content is biblically based, rela-
tional, inspirational and informative.

3. Face to Face undertakes to engage indi-
viduals from a wide range of national and 
cultural backgrounds. It seeks to reflect 
perspectives across these cultural bounda-
ries fairly, accurately and respectfully.

4. Face to Face seeks to inspire readers 
to embrace the gospel and live a 
grace-centred life in Jesus Christ.

5. Face to Face seeks to cultivate a coop-
erative and constructive engagement 
with leaders and communities across a 
broad spectrum of Christian faiths.
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spreading of the gospel through this 
magazine, use these details: 
Grace Communion International 
First National Bank
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Reference: F2F
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Tim Maguire
vitally important to everyone

THE RESURRECTION

Easter is a time of great 
excitement, especially 
for little children.

Unfortunately their joy is short lived, as it 
is mostly about bunnies and chocolate eggs. I 
sometimes wonder how many remember that 
we are celebrating one of the greatest, most 
mind boggling events that ever occurred, the 
resurrection of our Lord, Jesus the Christ. 
The resurrection of Jesus is the foundation of Chris-
tianity - without it, all else crumbles. When we fully 
comprehend the significance of resurrection, our 
lives will be revolutionized. We will never be the 
same again! Without the empty tomb that Sunday 
morning, there is no hope. Indeed without the 
resurrection, there would be no Christianity. 

the realitY of the resurrection 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is more than a 
fairy tale, more than a legend, and more than just 
some religious symbol. It is a historical fact that is 
indisputable. Billy Graham once wrote that, “There 

is more historical evidence that Jesus rose from the 
dead than there is that Julius Caesar ever lived or 
that Alexander the Great died at the age of 33!’1

The question that you may be asking yourself 
is, “Why should Christ’s resurrection be important 
to me?” Let’s examine a few things that help us 
understand just why the empty tomb that Sunday 
morning almost 2000 years ago is so important to 
us. 

Firstly, Christ’s resurrection proves he was God, 
and not an imposter.

 “Then the Jews demanded of him, ‘ What mirac-
ulous sign can you show us to prove your authority 
to do all this?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this 
temple and I will raise it again in three days.’ The 
Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this 
temple and you are going to raise it in three days?’ 
But the temple he had spoken of was his body.” 
(John 2:18-21). 

Christ  delivered on this miraculous sign, thus 
proving who he was. 

Paul opened the letter to the Romans like this: …
he was “declared with power to be the Son of God 
by his resurrection from the dead” (Romans 1:4). 
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The resurrection proves Jesus to be the Son of God 
and brings us face to face with the fact that he is who 
he claimed to be, God. The founder of every other 
religion died and stayed dead. Jesus rose in victory 
over death. This is important to you because it forces 
you to make a decision in your life. Since Christ is 
who he claimed to be, how will you respond to him?  

The resurrection of Jesus Christ 
is more than a fairy tale, more 
than a legend, and more than 

just some religious symbol.

Another important aspect of the resurrection is 
the fact that it makes your salvation possible. 

Without the resurrection of Jesus Christ, every 
person is still dead in their sins. Romans 4:25 says, 

“He was delivered over to death for our sins and was 
raised to life for our justification.”

You can Be made right

If Jesus died and had not been raised, then his 
death did nothing to accomplish justification. God, 
in raising him from the dead, showed acceptance 
of Christ’s sacrifice. If Christ’s sacrifice had not 
been acceptable, he would have been left in the 
grave, and no one would have received cleansing 
from sin. 

Paul declared, “if Christ has not been raised, our 
preaching is useless and so is your faith … And if 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you 
are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen 
asleep in Christ are lost” (1 Corinthians 15:14, 
17-18).

If there had been no resurrection, then Christ 
would have proved himself nothing more than a 
self-deceived prophet or mentally unstable, and all 
of us would be fools for trusting him. But thankfully, 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ is a historical fact. 
Faith in Christ is not in vain. This is important to 
you because Jesus’ being alive means the way to 
God has been ‘paved’ by Christ, and you can be 
made right with him and have a very meaningful 
and intimate relationship with God. 

The final point that I would like you to note is that 
his resurrection makes your resurrection possible.

You and I are created in the physical form. Unlike 
the beliefs of the Greek philosophers who thought 
the body was evil and something we should want 
to be released from, God made our bodies as part 
of who we are and they complete us. Because our 
bodies are physical, they wear out and die. This no 
longer becomes a problem when we understand 
that God has a plan to resurrect our bodies to 
perfection. 

These resurrected bodies, our current bodies 
transformed, will be completely perfect and 

dominated by the Spirit rather than sinful nature. 
And our resurrection is only made possible by 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Christ’s resurrec-
tion and ours are part of one and the same plan 
of God. Christ’s resurrection guarantees our own 
bodily resurrection. The Bible refers to him as 
being the ‘first fruits,’ which guarantees the whole 
harvest, of which you and I are a part if we are in 
Christ. In other words, since he was raised first, we 
know we will be raised. 

“But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, 
the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep. For 
since death came through a man the resurrection of 
the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam 
all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each 
in his own turn: Christ, the first-fruits; then, when 
he comes, those who belong to him” (1 Corinthians 
15:20-23). 

When will our resurrection take place? The 
passage we just read said, “when he comes.” This 
second coming is referred to in Titus 2:13 as the 

“blessed hope.” Philippians 3:20-21 tells us that 
we are awaiting a Saviour from heaven who “will 
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like 
his glorious body.” When Christ returns we will see 
him and we will be transformed! This is something 
really worth pinning our hopes on!

Faith in Christ is not in vain.

Now, just take a look at yourself. How do you 
feel? Tired, worn out perhaps? Got aching joints 
or suffering from allergies? Or perhaps you are 
battling a disease that threatens your very life? Are 
you in constant pain? Whatever problems, illnesses 
and imperfections you have are temporary and will 
one day be changed in the twinkling of an eye, if 
you are in Christ. That is our hope. It is the comple-
tion for us of the ultimate extreme makeover. Raised 
in a heavenly body for eternal living.

Let me close by using an illustration:
Your life was like Humpty Dumpty’s. Remember, 

he sat on a wall and fell, and all the king’s horses 
and all the king’s men couldn’t put him back 
together again? You and I were just as broken 
because of sin. And there was not a thing any 
person could do to fix us. We were utterly helpless 
and hopeless and stood in judgment before God 
because of our sin.

While you may have been broken like Humpty 
Dumpty because of sin, and unfixable by anyone in 
the world, because that tomb is genuinely empty 
and Jesus is alive, what he did on the cross paid 
for your sins and you’ve been given an opportunity 
to not only be fixed, but to become a new creation 
and to have eternal fellowship with God. That’s the 
joy of Resurrection morning! F2F

 
1 Unto the Hills: A Daily Devotional -Billy Graham  - Thomas Nelson 
Inc. 2010 
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THE COPERNICAN SHIFT

Blame it on Copernicus. The 
world was rocking along 
pretty well until he came 

along in 1543 and announced that 
the sun, and not the earth was 
the centre of the solar system.

Ptolemy had convinced the world otherwise and 
for 1 400 years we believed we were the centre of 
activity. It was an enviable position. Fathers could 
point to the night sky, put their arms around the 
shoulder of their child and proclaim, “We are right 
in the middle of it all.”

The hub of the planetary wheel, the navel of the 
heavenly body, the 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue of 
the universe. Let the other planets orbit restlessly 
like vagabonds through the skies, not us. No sir. We 
were here yesterday; we’ll be here tomorrow. As 
predictable as Christmas.

Not only were we in the middle of it all, we were 
the anchor of it all. Ptolemy envisioned a motion-
less earth. A rock of stability amidst schizophrenic 
orbs. Why, some planets are so moody they’ll do 
a 180-degree turn on you from one day to the 
next. Not the earth. Nope. The rock of Gibraltar 
doesn’t budge and the earth doesn’t turn. We are 
the centre of the universe and we are the anchor of 
the universe.

Then comes Nicolaus Copernicus with his maps 
and drawings and bony nose and Polish accent. He 
taps us on our collective shoulders, clears his throat 
and says, “Excuse me, I’m very sorry to be one to 
break the news. But the centre of our solar system 
is out there.” And lifting a lone finger he pointed 
toward the brightest star, the sun.

The announcement was not well received. 
People didn’t receive demotions well back then. We 
still don’t. We still like to think the universe revolves 
around us. And we don’t like to be told otherwise. 
But isn’t this the message of the Bible? Doesn’t God 
do what Copernicus did? Tapping the collective 
shoulder of humanity he points to the Son and says, 

“Behold the centre of it all.”
“God raised him (Christ) from death and set him 

on a throne in deep heaven, in charge of running 
the universe, everything from galaxies to govern-
ments, no name and no power exempt from his rule.  
And not just for the time being, but forever.  He is 
in charge of it all, has the final word on everything.  
At the centre of all this, Christ rules the church”  
(Ephesians 1:20,21 MSG).

 
 

our toughest challenge

On the one hand, this news brings great relief. 
Since you are no longer the centre of the universe, 
you no longer feel the weight of the world on your 
shoulders. But on the other hand, the transition 
from self-centred to Christ-centred is the toughest 
challenge we ever face. There is a bit of Ptolemy in 
all of us.

If Christ is the centre, everything changes. No 
longer do you live to serve you; you live to serve 
him. You strive not to fulfill your will, but his. No 
longer do you demand your way, but you seek his 
way. Your aim is not your pleasure, but his honor. 
You are no longer the master of your domain; God 
is. Your first question is not, “What do I want to do 
today?” But, rather, “What is God doing and how 
can I be a part it?”

It’s not about you and me. It’s about him.
Talk about a Copernican shift! Yet talk about a 

necessary shift.
Think about the consequences of flat-earth 

thinking. Don’t you think Ptolemy had some tough 
questions? Not the least of which were changing 
seasons and star patterns. If you view the earth as 
an unmoving saucer when it’s actually a rotating 
orb, you’ve got some natural science issues.

And, if you view yourself as the centre of the 
universe, when you’re not, you’ve got some philo-
sophical issues. Namely, the three “d’s”: death, 
disease and disaster. How could calamity befall the 
MVPs (Most Valuable Players) of existence? If the 
world revolves around you, why doesn’t everything 
go the way you want it to?

To become a Christian is to admit that it doesn’t. 
To become a Christian means to confess and cele-
brate God as the star and assume our place as loved, 
yet, lesser orbs in his plan. The result is Masterful.

We hear less of, “Here is what I want!” and more 
of “What do you suppose God wants?” Career and 
business become platforms for God’s name, not 
ours. And our bodies. No longer do we say, “Well, 
it’s my body I can (multiple choice) eat what I want, 
inhale what I want, sleep with whomever I want.”  
But rather we realize our bodies are on loan from 
God.  How can we use them to honor him?

Call it a Copernican shift.  From self-centered 
to God-centered.  From self-promotion to God-
promotion.  The change wasn’t easy for Copernicus.  
Even the church gave him grief over his discovery.

The change isn’t easy for you and me.  But it’s 
worth it to discover your place in the universe. F2F

From: It’s not about me
Copyright Thomas Nelson 2004 Max Lucado
Used with permission

Max Lucado
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When visiting Jerusalem 
many years ago, I came 
across a children’s 

clinic named Talitha Cumi. 
What a wonderful name for a childrens’ clinic, I 

thought. The very words Jesus spoke to Jairus’ little 
daughter when he raised her from the dead (Mark 
5:41).

This little girl, as well as Lazarus, the brother of 
Martha and Mary, and the son of the widow of Nain 
were all raised from the dead before Jesus’ own 
resurrection. They walked the earth as ordinary flesh 
and blood human beings and are yet to experience 
another resurrection.

Thinking back to the 
days of ancient Israel, 
another scene came to 
mind. I visualised men 
being sent out at the 
beginning of the barley 
harvest by the High Priest 
to the largest and best 
field of barley near to 
Jerusalem. The owner 
of the field walked with 
them, and after some 
discussion the farmer 
pointed to a patch with 
the fattest ears of barley 
softly waving in the 
breeze. A bundle was 
cut, tied into a sheaf and 
carried to the Temple 
where it was to be “waved before the Lord so it will 
be accepted on your behalf”…(Leviticus 23:11). 
This was done to prepare for the celebration of the 
festival of first fruits during the first month of the 
Hebrew calendar. This festival typified the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ.

In the meantime, the other symbols of this 
amazing festival day were being prepared. A lamb, 
perfect and without bruise or blemish, was to be 
sacrificed as a burnt offering together with four 
and a half litres of fine flour and oil, and one litre 
of wine as a drink offering. While the Israelites 
diligently carried out God’s commands, were they 
thinking of the Messiah to be raised from the dead 
and presenting himself to God the Father? Probably 
not.

Many centuries later, on a Sunday morning 
before sunrise, a woman named Mary Magdelene 
hesitantly approached the tomb of the One she 
loved more than life – the One who had done more 

for her than anyone else. He was the One who gave 
her dignity when others would rather have stoned 
her to death. Her body trembled in sorrow. If only 
she could have one last look at him!

A voice spoke gently behind her as she peered, 
weeping into the tomb. 

“Mary!” Such deep tenderness in that word. 
“Rabboni!” she cried, joy exploding inside her as 
she recognised Jesus. She turned to embrace him, 
but Jesus cautioned her gently. “Do not hold onto 
me for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go 
instead to my brothers and tell them “I am returning 
to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God’”(John 20:17).

What she had not realised was that this particular 
Sunday was the ultimate 
day of the Wave Offering. 
At last the momentous day 
which these rituals had 
foreshadowed for over 
a thousand years, had 
arrived! The sheaf, repre-
senting Jesus Christ was 
waved before God and 
accepted on our behalf. In 
her agony she overlooked 
the fact that Jesus was to 
rise on the third day (Luke 
24:6, 7). He had to enter 
the pure light of the pres-
ence of God the Father. 
Then he would return to 
conclude the unfinished 
business of preparing 
the church to preach the 
gospel throughout the 

world.
The perfect lamb, sacrificed on the same day as 

the Wave Offering pictured the sacrifice of Christ. 
The flour and oil blended together represented  
the Word (Jesus) thoroughly blended with the Holy 
Spirit. The wine of communion unites us with the 
Lamb of God. Those obediently carrying out God’s 
command back in ancient Israel, were acting out his 
plan of salvation for all mankind. 

And when he returns in all power and glory he 
will take the first fruits – both the living and the dead 
in Christ - and wave them to complete purity in the 
marriage of the Lamb – atoned to be one with him 
and with the Father and Holy Spirit.

Yes, the wave offering truly pictures the ultimate 
victory!  F2F

THE WAVE OF VICTORY
Eben Jacobs
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THE EVIDENCE 
FOR EASTER

For some, the events that 
took place at Easter, 
more than 2000 years 

ago, simply amount to a story 
Christians like to tell.  

But is it really just a story? Did Jesus really die 
on the cross and did his followers really witness the 
resurrected Christ, or is it all just wishful thinking? 

The death and resurrection of Jesus is pivotal to 
our salvation. The apostle Paul goes as far as to say 
in 1 Corinthians 15:14-17: “And if Christ has not 
been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your 
faith.” Wow, harsh words!

The point of the Bible is Jesus. More than 40 
authors1 wrote 66 books over a period of about 
1500 years to show us God’s plan as revealed in 
the risen Christ. Without his death and resurrection, 
everything we believe is a lie.

So how do you go about proving something that 
happened more than 2000 years ago? Fortunately 
for us, by looking at just seven facts, we will be able 
to build a very strong case.

fact 1: the BiBle is an  
eXcellent source of historY

With more than 24 000 ancient manuscripts, 
portions of manuscripts and fragments still avail-
able today, the earliest of which date between 50 
and 300 years after the events, the Bible is the 
best preserved ancient document on the planet.2  
Although this in itself does not prove the resurrec-
tion, when we combine it with the archeological 
evidence as well as the external evidence from 
other contemporary non-Christian authors, we can 
verify whether the authors were telling the truth 
regarding the events they described. Sir William 
Ramsay stated after his painstaking research into 
the New Testament and specifically the writings of 
Luke, that “Luke’s history is unsurpassed in respect 
to his trustworthiness.” This says a lot seeing that 
more than 25% of the New Testament was authored 
by Luke. It therefore follows that if the authors were 
truthful about the events and places we can verify, 
they have a higher likelihood of being truthful about 
those that we can’t. 

fact 2: Jesus reallY eXisted 
and died on the cross

There are many people who try to argue that 
Jesus did not die on the cross. Some say that the 
crucifixion was a hoax and that Jesus survived and 
married Mary Magdalene. Others believe that Jesus 
survived and travelled towards India.

History however tells a different story. External 
evidence from non-Christian sources confirms the 
information we find in the Bible regarding two 
critical facts, namely that (a) Jesus really lived and 
(b) that he died. In the book,  An Ancient Evidence 
for the Life of Jesus, Dr Garry R. Habermas sites 17 
non Christian sources, of which 11 speak in varying 
detail on the death of Jesus and five specifically 
mention the cross. 

In Lee Strobel’s book The Case for Christ, he 
questions experts on the chances that Jesus could 
have made it off the cross alive, and they all agree 
that given the evidence produced by the Bible 
and what we know today about the Romans and 
crucifixion, there was no way that Jesus could have 
survived. 

fact 3: the aPostles BelieVed 
Jesus was resurrected 
and testified to that

As mentioned earlier, the Bible is an excellent 
history book. As part of the canonization (compiling) 
of the New Testament, one of the key aspects used 
to include or exclude a book was whether it was 
written by someone who was either a witness to the 
actual event, or was acting as a scribe to an actual 
witness. By looking at the four gospels we get first 
hand knowledge from people who were actually 
there at the time. 

For example in  Luke 1:3-4 we read, “With this 
in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated 
everything from the beginning, I too decided to write 
an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 
so that you may know the certainty of the things you 
have been taught.” 

One of the most impressive things for me person-
ally about the apostles’ testimony regarding the 
risen Christ, lies in the fact that most of them died 
horrible deaths proclaiming that Jesus was resur-
rected. Why would anyone die for a lie, bearing in 
mind that these individuals became Christians as 

Shaun de Greeff
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adults.
The apostles knew that claiming that Jesus was 

God meant that their Jewish friends and family 
would disown them; it also meant a life of scant 
living with no promise of power and wealth. There-
fore all the usual motivators for people to lie were 
just not present with the apostles.

fact 4: the emBarrassment factor

Another clue to the authenticity of the claims 
made about Jesus’ life, death and resurrection lies 
in two major events that would have embarrassed 
the apostles and Jesus. Both these events would 
have caused undue scrutiny and mistrust from other 
Jews in Jerusalem at the time, which would have 
increased the need for compelling evidence to sway 
prospective Christians.

The first is that James, Jesus’ half brother, did 
not believe that Jesus was the Christ while he was 
alive. In Mathew 13:55-57 we read that his own 
family did not believe him, yet after Jesus’ death 
and resurrection we later find out that James, who 
denied that Jesus was the Christ, not only now 
believes, but becomes a leader in the church and 
is later recorded to have suffered a martyr’s death 
because of it. 

The second event is the eyewitness account given 
by women who were the first people on the scene 
after the resurrection. When they went back to 
the apostles to tell them about this, they were met 
with disbelief. Mark 16:11: “When they heard that 
Jesus was alive and that she had seen him, they did 
not believe it.” This was a major issue because the 
Jewish custom of the day was not to trust women at 
all. In fact when a woman testified in court she had 
to have a man second what she was saying in order 
for it to be considered valid evidence. So the fact 
that the first eyewitnesses were women would have 
been embarrassing for the apostles.

fact 5: the tomB was emPtY

This might sound obvious, but think about it. No 
one contested the empty tomb. The Jewish leaders 
made up a story about the disciples stealing the 
body, but could never actually prove that Jesus was 
still dead. And how likely do you think it would be 
for fishermen, a tax collector and a couple of youths 
to overpower trained, hardened Roman soldiers?

Another interesting fact is that no one searched 
for the body either. It would have been very easy 
for the Jews and Romans, who both had a vested 
interest in proving that Jesus was indeed dead, to 
find the apostles, torture them for the location of 
Jesus’ body and then parade his dead body in the 
streets. But they did not, because there was no body 
to be found.

fact 6: eVidence for the  
resurrection from enemies

Saul who later became the apostle Paul was no 
friend of the early church. In Acts 7 and 8 we read 
of how Stephen was stoned to death and how Saul 
approved of it, and then later started to hunt the 
Christians. Isn’t it ironic that this enemy is then later 
converted by none other than Jesus himself on the 
road to Damascus and much later dies for his belief 
that Jesus was the risen Son of God? Why would 
someone who hated Christ initially, all of a sudden 
start to follow Jesus and then die for him, if he knew 
that it all was a lie. Of course he wouldn’t.

fact 7: eYewitnesses to 
the resurrection

In total there were 11 recorded sightings of 
Jesus after his death. These appearances varied 
from personal sightings for the apostles, Mary 
Magdalene and others, to as many as 500 people 
at once (see 1Corinthians 15:6).

In Acts 2:41 we read of 3000 people being 
converted to Christianity in one day. Would that 
have been possible if there had been no eyewit-
nesses to corroborate the sightings of Jesus? 

Modern day Christians do not have to wonder 
or worry about the reliability of the gospel accounts 
surrounding Easter. Yes we might not have video 
evidence with DNA and fingerprints to corroborate 
the history, but we have an incredible amount of 
other reliable evidence proving that Jesus lived, 
died and was resurrected. F2F

1. http://bibleresources.bible.com/afacts.php
2. Taking a stand for the Bible, John Ankerburg and Dillon Burroughs, 
Harvest house publishers page 58
3. Roman Society and Roman Law in the New Testament (Oxford 
Clarendon Press,1965) from Norman L. Gesler, Christian Apologetics 
(Grand Rapids: Baker,1976) p.326
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BRUISED RIBS AND 
PIERCED HANDS

Not so long ago (while 
lying upside down at the 
bottom of a car-inspection 

pit), I felt very sorry for myself. 
I was working on my car and in the process of 

hopping back and forth across the pit, slipped and 
fell in. I was shaken, bumped and bruised, but fortu-
nately not seriously injured. However, over the next 
few days the whole world seemed to revolve around 
my pain and me. Worst of all were my bruised ribs. 
Nearly every movement I made caused me to wince 
from sharp pain in my side. Suddenly, simple things 
that normally wouldn’t irritate me, started to do 
so and I seemed to lose patience with people too. 
Thinking back on the incident, I am embarrassed 
at how easily a little pain and discomfort caused 
me to become self-focused and un-Christian in my 
behaviour. 

In stark contrast stands Jesus Christ, hanging on 
the cross. Crucifixion was such an agonizing torture 
that they needed a new word to try to describe the 
pain. Hence we get the word ‘excruciating,’ which 
is derived from ‘crucifixion’. Pierced hands are way 
above bruised ribs on the pain-o-meter. While my 
ribs were a bit bruised, our Saviour’s hands were 
pierced. While I lost some skin on my elbows, our 
Saviour had a spear thrust in his side. While I lost 
my footing, our Saviour lost his life. 

Please pause for just a moment and think about 
it. Jesus was fully God but at the same time he was 
fully human and felt pain, discomfort and emotions 
just like us. However, the big difference is that while 
we tend to become very inward focussed during 
times of physical pain and emotional stress, Jesus 
did not. From the time he sweated blood in Gethse-
mane until he cried out, “It is finished” on Golgotha, 
he had each one of us in mind. All through those 
long hours of lack of sleep, hunger, thirst, physical 
abuse, emotional abuse and pain, Jesus never once 
took his focus off his love for us. Talk about the 
epitome of ‘dying love.’

awe-struck and dumBfounded

It is for realities such as the ultimate dying love 
that Jesus had for us, that we love him so much. 
That we adore and worship him all the more. It is 
hard to fathom (on the self-centred human scale) 
that after hanging painfully for almost six hours 
on a cross, Jesus still takes the time to ask God for 
forgiveness of his oppressors and to ensure that his 
mother will be looked after once he is gone. How 
is that possible? It is no wonder that a battle-hard-
ened Roman centurion, who had probably officiated 
over many executions before, was awe-struck and 
dumbfounded. Never before had he seen such 
a display of outward love and caring for fellow 
humans. How could a mere mortal, going through 
such excruciating pain, abuse, mockery and torture, 
not once lash out at his accusers or think of himself, 
but only consider the needs of others? “Truly this 
was the son of God!” (Matthew 27:54).

But that is not all. There is much more to that first 
Easter some 2000 years ago. When I was working 
on my car and fell, it was by accident. Trust me, I did 
not do it on purpose, nor did I plan it all beforehand. 
Once again, our Lord Jesus Christ stands in stark 
contrast. I fell by accident; Jesus did it on purpose 
and was fully in control all the time. 

“While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Romans 5:8). For he was crucified from the founda-
tion of the world. It was all planned long in advance 
and Christ did it of his own accord. “I lay down my 
life” (John 10:15). It was not ‘taken’ from him.  It is 
one thing to do something ‘good’ because you are 
forced to; it is entirely a different matter to do ‘good’ 
because you have a burning desire to do so of your-
self. The difference is true, deep, unconditional love. 

“For he loved us with an everlasting love” (Jeremiah 
31:3).

The crux of what really took place that first Easter 
those many years ago is beautifully captured in the 
words of John the Apostle, “This is how we know 
what love is: Christ gave his life for us” (1 John 3:16, 
GNB).  F2F

Johannes Maree
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It was a beautiful, spar-
kling day outside as I 
walked into the clinic. 

One of the technicians quickly greeted me and 
gave me a hug. We’ve gotten to know one another 
over the years and enjoy catching up on each other’s 
lives during my regular visits. We chat and laugh 
easily while doing my weigh-in and checking vitals. 
She jots figures in my chart then pulls a couple of 
latex gloves from a box on the wall, tugs them onto 
her hands and gives the top edges a satisfying snap.

Suddenly I feel as if my chair has slid across 
the room to the opposite wall. I’m untouchable. 
For some invisible reason, precautions must be 
taken and barriers have been erected. Neither of 
us speaks while she pricks my finger, creating the 
small bead of blood required for the test. After a 
quick daub with gauze and a little bandage taped 
in place, my friend peels off the gloves and shoots 
them into the trash can like rubber bands. We joke 
that she’s had a lot of practice on that shot. Our 
pre-glove chatter resumes as I follow her into the 
next room.

Later in the day, I’m still haunted by that momen-
tary feeling of alienation. The simple act of pulling 
on gloves made me feel rejected, distanced and 
isolated, even though I understood why my friend 
had to take precautions. She had taken preventative 
measures before touching me, even though she had 
hugged me in the lobby. The mixed message causes 
me to feel suspicious and distrustful, emotions I 
have to squelch by reminding myself of the profes-
sional reasons involved.

But the feeling is undeniable and as I muse on 
it, I begin to think of Jesus. (Okay, you knew it was 
coming…) What an amazing thing it was to have 
Jesus walking this earth among us. Born as a human 
infant. Does it get any messier or more personal 
than that? He was an unsteady toddler, an exploring 
child, and a gangly teen. All stages with their quota 
of bumps, bruises and scrapes, undoubtedly treated, 
bandaged and kissed by his mother. That reassuring 
care and human touch is evident in his ministry as 
he reached out to heal those around him. Nobody 
was untouchable. Even those, who for all rational 
purposes, should have been.

I admit to having great admiration for mission-
aries who live with quarantined populations and 
eventually succumb to the same disease. I can 
think of no greater demonstration of love than to 
be willing to die alongside our brothers and sisters. 
And isn’t that exactly what Jesus did? Emmanuel. 
God with us. Here on this earth, mucking it up with 
the average Joe, experiencing our frailties, touching 
our diseases, mingling his blood, sweat and tears 
with ours. No precautions. No alienation. No gloves.

Is it any wonder that the masses were attracted 
to him? Nothing repelled him. Nothing caused him 
to draw back from them or avoid them. On the 
contrary, he was moved by their pain and reached 
out to touch, hold and heal. He embodied God’s 
desire and will to gather us into his heart, regard-
less of our human condition.

The gloves are still off today and always will be. 
And that is very good news for you and me. F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey

Sue Berger

The Gloves are Off
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The Empty Tomb 
What’s in It for You?

We don’t know precisely 
when. We are not 
sure exactly where. 

But early one morning about one thousand, 
nine hundred and eighty years ago, something 
happened in Jerusalem that affects the life of every 
human being who  has ever lived. 

Jesus, a carpenter from Nazareth, had been 
arrested, condemned and crucified. As he died he 
entrusted himself to his eternal heavenly Father 
and his Holy Spirit. Then, for three days his battered 
corpse had lain in a tomb carved out of solid rock, 
sealed by a heavy stone rolled across the entrance. 

Even so, Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, had 
placed a guard at the tomb. Jesus had prophesied 
that the grave would not hold him, and Pilate was 
afraid the followers of the dead man would try 
to steal the body. However, that seemed unlikely. 
Those followers were demoralized and in hiding. 
They had seen the brutal end of their leader – 
flogged nearly to death, nailed to a cross and after 
six hours of agony, and stabbed in the side with a 
spear. They had taken the battered body down from 
the cross and hastily wrapped it in linen. It was only 
intended to be a temporary burial, as a Sabbath 
was approaching. Some planned to come back after 
the Sabbath to prepare Jesus’ mortal remains for 
a proper burial. They had no illusions about what 
they would find in the tomb. Their beloved leader 
was dead – he was going nowhere. 

The body of Jesus lay in the cold, dark tomb for 
three days. Then, sometime early in the morning 
of the third day, the shroud that held the mangled 
flesh stirred, and out of it stepped something that 
had never existed before – a resurrected and glori-
fied human being. Jesus had been resurrected by his 
heavenly Father and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Not just in a way that restored his human existence, 
as he had done for those he brought back from the 
dead, but who would later die again - Jesus had 
become a new kind of creation, never to die again. 
He folded the burial shroud, and walked out of the 
tomb to continue his work. And nothing would ever 
be the same again. 

don’t fullY understand

When he was with us on earth, Jesus was one 
of us, a flesh-and-blood human being, subject to 
hunger, thirst, weariness and the limited dimensions 
of a mortal existence. He also lived in communion 
with God’s Holy Spirit, as one of us. Theologians 
call this “the incarnation.” But he was also one with 
God as the eternal Word or Son of God. This is a 
concept that is difficult, and perhaps impossible to 
completely grasp, given the limitations of our human 
minds. How could Jesus be both God and human? 
The contemporary theologian J.I Packer put it well: 
“Here are two mysteries for the price of one--the 
plurality of persons within the unity of God, and 
the union of Godhead and manhood in the person 
of Jesus…. Nothing in fiction is so fantastic as is 
this truth of the Incarnation.”1 It is a concept that 
is contrary to everything we know about ordinary 

Joseph Tkach and John Halford
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to page 15

reality. 
Well, perhaps not everything. Scientists working 

on the leading edge of physics have had to come 
to terms with phenomena that turn conventional 
logic on its head. At the quantum level, the rules 
that govern our 
everyday life break 
down, and rules that 
are so counterintuitive 
to logic as to seem a 
preposterous take over. 
Light can act as both a 
wave and a particle. A 
particle can be in two 
places at the same 
time. Some subatomic 
quarks must spin twice 
before they have ‘gone 
around’ once, while 
others need to make 
only half a revolution. 
And so on. The more 
we learn about the 
quantum world, the 
more unlikely it seems. But experiment after experi-
ment demonstrates that quantum theory is right. 
But our ordinary experience gives us no clues that 
this would, or even could, be the case. 

What science is uncovering shows that just 
because something seems to defy explanation, that 
does not mean it is not true. Likewise, we accept 
that even though we may not fully grasp how Jesus 
was God in the flesh, that was the way it was. We 
have the tools to investigate the physical world, 
and are often surprised at its inner details. So why 
should it be a surprise that the spiritual world is also 
sometimes counterintuitive? We do not have tools 
to investigate divine and uncreated realities – we 
have to accept it the way God reveals it to us. In fact 
we were told about these things by Jesus himself 
and by those he commissioned to preach and write. 
The evidence we do have, from Scripture, from 
history and our own experience supports the belief 
that Jesus was both one in being with God and one 
with humanity. 

So while it is intriguing, it is not essential for us 
to understand every detail about how this can be. 
Insisting on it may actually get in the way of fully 
appreciating what happened on that first Easter 
morning. When Jesus the man was resurrected, the 
two natures reached a new dimension of being 
together that resulted in a new kind of creation – a 
glorified human being, no longer subject to death 
and decay. 

Many years – perhaps as many as 60 - after 
this event, Jesus appeared to John, the last of his 
original disciples, who had seen him die. John was 
now a very old man. Jesus told him, “I am the Living 
One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever 
and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades” 
(Revelation 1:18).

Hold it! Read that again. Let the impact of it 
percolate. Once we become familiar with a scripture, 

there is a danger when we read it quickly, thinking 
we know what it is saying, but end up glossing 
over important details. Most of us have grown up 
knowing that “Jesus died for us.” It has become a 
cliché, and once that happens, it dilutes any power 

to shock.  Once a verse 
or an idea becomes too 
familiar it is tempting 
to hurry through it, 
thinking, “Yes, I know 
that.” 

Revelation 1:18 is 
a verse that needs to 
be unpacked carefully. 
So look again at what 
Jesus is saying. He was 
dead. He is now alive. 
As if that were not 
enough, he says he will 
stay alive forever. And 
he also has a key that 
opens up the way for 
others to also escape 
the grave. Even death 

isn’t what it used to be after Jesus’ resurrection.
Wow! At least, we should respond with a “wow.” 

What this verse is saying is that Jesus has revolu-
tionized what it means to be a human being. Not 
just for himself, but for everyone. That is the aston-
ishing promise of another verse that has become a 
cliché: “For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). Jesus, 
resurrected to eternal life, has opened up the way 
for us to also live forever. 

But wait – there’s more. 

Look again at what Jesus prayed before he died: 
“Father, I want those you have given me to be with 
me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you 
have given me because you loved me before the 
creation of the world” (John 17:24). Jesus, having 
shared our mortal existence for about 30 years says 
he wants us to be with him in his immortal environ-
ment forever. 

Paul, writing to the Romans, believed it: “Now if 
we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and 
co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his suffer-
ings in order that we may also share in his glory” 
(Romans 8:17-18). 

Jesus was the first human to transcend mortal 
existence, but God never intended that he be the 
only one. We were, as Willie Nelson sings, “always 
on his mind.” “Those God foreknew he also predes-
tined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that 
he might be the firstborn among many brothers and 
sisters” (Romans 8:29). 

Although we cannot yet understand the full 
impact of this, our eternal future is in safe hands. 

“Dear friends, now we are children of God, and 
what we will be has not yet been made known. [So 
don’t worry about it.] But we know that when Christ 
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God Told Me...

“God told me to move 
my family to Saudi 
Arabia.”

Alex stared at his friend, wondering if he was 
just joking or had gone mad. Alex had known Tom 
for more than 10 years. He’d been best man at 
Tom’s wedding, not to mention godfather to Tom’s 
and Alicia’s twin girls. And Alex knew that Tom and 
Alicia were as cut out for missionary life in Saudi 
Arabia as toads are for an omelet.

“That’s, well, a pretty big decision, Tom. How do 
you know it’s really God’s will for you?”

“Well, just a lot of things.” Tom stared deep into 
his coffee cup. “Pastor Mel’s sermon a few weeks 
ago really got me thinking.” He glanced up at Alex. 

“We’re pretty selfish enjoying the good life here in 
America while people all around the world need 
help. I gave it a lot of prayer, and God seemed to 
answer that we should go.”

Alex nodded thoughtfully, weighing how to 
respond. “How did God give you that answer?”

“Well, for one thing, I was talking to the Hogarths, 
you know, the missionaries in Saudi Arabia. They 
said they could use some help.”

“What kind of help?”
“Well, you know, I’m pretty 

good at carpentry, and 
they said that’s 
just what they’d 
been praying for—
somebody good at 
carpentry. It was 
like God was just 

saying to me, 
‘This is what 

I want you 
to do, 
Tom.’”

“What does Alicia think about it?”
“Oh, she’s not as excited as I am, but I’m praying 

she’ll come around.”
“Not as excited?” Alex said.
“Well, actually she’s dead set against it. She can 

get pretty hardheaded sometimes. But I think the 
Lord will show her it’s the right thing for us to do.”

“Hmm, I see.” Alex dumped a pack of powdered 
sweetener into his coffee. “What if he doesn’t?”

“He will, Alex. I trust the Lord. And I have a really 
good feeling about this decision.”

Tom is not unique. Every day, Christians some-
where are convincing themselves that God is telling 
them to marry a certain person, take a certain job, 
go to a certain college, or “get out there” and do 
something really big and meaningful for him.

But is he—really?

a waY out?

How can we know whether God is really leading 
us into some major life decision, or whether, just 
maybe, we are simply bored and frustrated with our 
current situation and looking for a change or a way 
out? A way out with God’s name stamped on it?

Here are a few thoughts God told me to pass 
along about decision-making. Or maybe he didn’t. 
In any case, here are my two cents worth. I believe 
they are a biblically rooted two cents worth.

When God spoke to people in the Bible, there 
was no question that it was a message from God. It 
usually was delivered in person by an angel, and it 
usually scared the recipient of the message.

When God had to tell people what he wanted 
them to do, it was usually something they did not 
want to do.

Sometimes, our prayers for God’s blessing are 
really our prayers to get our own way despite what 
God thinks. Take King Ahab, when he wanted to 
attack the King of Aram, who had captured some 
of Ahab’s cities. Ahab asked Micaiah the prophet 
if he’d be victorious. Micaiah told Ahab the truth, 
even though all the other “prophets” had said Ahab 
would surely win the battle. Ahab wasn’t looking for 
God’s will; he was looking for affirmation of his own 
will. He was doing a bullheaded thing, but he also 
wanted God’s blessing to cover his backside. Well, 
God is apparently not into covering the backsides 
of bull-headed people. Ahab attacked the king of 
Aram and was killed. God doesn’t stop us from 
making stupid decisions when we are determined 
to make them.

God is pretty clear about what he “tells” us to do: 
“The entire law is summed up in a single command: 
‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’” And for what it’s 
worth, we don’t have to go half way around the 

J Michael Feazell         
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appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him 
as he is” (1 John 3:2). What is his can become ours, 
his kind of life. God’s kind of life.

Through his life, death and resurrection, Jesus 
has shown us what it means to be a human being. 
He is the first to reach the full perfection that God 
had in mind for human beings from the beginning. 
But by no means is he the last. We can’t get there by 
ourselves. “I am the way and the truth and the life,” 
Jesus explained. “No one comes to the Father except 
through me” (John 14:6). But he “by the power that 
enables him to bring everything under his control, 
will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be 
like his glorious body” (Philippians 3:21).

So when we read the scriptures carefully, an 
exciting preview of the future of the human race 
begins to unfold. 

“What is mankind that you are mindful of them, a 
son of man that you care for him?” asks the writer of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews. “You made them a little 
lower than the angels; you crowned them with glory 
and honor and put everything under their feet” (2:6-
8).

This much he knew. He was quoting a Psalm 

that had been written a thousand years before. But, 
he continued “at present we do not see everything 
subject to them. But we do see Jesus, who was made 
lower than the angels for a little while, now crowned 
with glory and honor because he suffered death, so 
that by the grace of God he might taste death for 
everyone” (verses 8-9). 

When the women came back to finish preparing 
Jesus’ body for burial, they found the stone rolled 
back and the tomb empty except for the neatly 
folded body shroud and head covering. But that 
empty space was filled with promise – for them and 
the other disciples. And for every human being. 

Jesus’ destiny is our destiny. His future is our 
future. Easter demonstrates God’s willingness to 
irreversibly bind himself to all of us in an eternal 
relationship of love, lifting us up into the very life 
and communion of our Triune God. 

Jesus came to save us for that. And he has. F2F

1J.I. Packer, Knowing God (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 
1993), 53.

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey

world to find our neighbours.
One of the reasons we crave to do something 

“great” for God is that we are unsure of how we 
stand with him, and we hope that if we do some-
thing “great” like move to a faraway corner of the 
earth and be a missionary, God will like us more 
and we can feel better about our relationship with 
him. That’s not gospel thinking—that’s religious 
thinking. God loves us where we are, and there is 
a “great” Christian work in our being ourselves in 
Christ and showing his love to the people we run 
into every day.

Changing our location does not change us. We 
can’t run away from our problems. If I’m a lazy 
curmudgeon in Peoria, I’ll be a lazy curmudgeon 
in Bangladesh. If I’m a short-tempered mule with 
my first spouse, I’ll likely be a short-tempered mule 
with my second, or third, too. If we need to change, 
we just might need to change our selves first, not 
merely our circumstances. We might need to pray 
for a clean and godly heart of love, and then take 
that clean heart wherever life leads us, not where 
we think there might be more spiritual glory.

God loves us where we are

Spiritual glory is invisible, don’t forget, and it’s 
present in every act of kindness and self-sacrificial 
love. Geography or possessions have nothing to do 
with it. If I want to do “more” for God, I might do 
well to start by being a better husband and father, 
or wife and mother.

Some ordained people give poor advice. Don’t 
think that when a pastor or missionary says, “Hey, 

I think God is calling you to such-and-such,” they 
necessarily know what they are talking about. “In 
a multitude of counsellors, there is safety,” says the 
proverb. We shouldn’t take one hyped-up person’s 
opinion as though it were God’s sacred word just 
because it’s what we wanted to hear.

concluding thoughts

“God told me to … ” is often a euphemism for “I 
want to and have decided to … ”

It isn’t wrong to want to do something and decide 
to do it. But why not be honest? Why not say: “I 
have decided to go to Africa and work in a health 
clinic. Please pray for me.” That would be honest. 

God can and does bless us in our decisions 
without making them for us. God gives us the 
ability to weigh the factors in our lives, get advice, 
do some research, study the issues involved and 
make informed, well-considered decisions. And we 
should ask him to lead us.

Wouldn’t it be nice to enjoy the godly freedom 
to say: “Lord, I’ve got several paths before me, and 
based on all the facts as I understand them, here’s 
what I think I should probably do. If there’s some-
thing I’m missing here, would you show me before 
it’s too late? And if I miss the cue, then please have 
mercy on me, a sinner and a frequent dumbbell. 
And one more thing, if this is a trap door instead of 
an open door, would you mind not letting go of my 
hand until I get back to where I ought to be? Thanks. 
Amen.”  F2F

from page 13
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Joseph Tkach

CROWNED 
WITH THORNS

When Jesus was on trial 
for his life, the soldiers 
twisted thorns into a 

makeshift crown and jammed 
it on his head (John 19:2). 

They hung a purple robe on him and ridiculed 
him, saying, “Hail King of the Jews,” while they 
punched and kicked him.

The soldiers did it to amuse themselves, but the 
gospels include this as a significant part of Jesus’ 
trial. I suspect that they include it because it has 
an ironic truth – Jesus is the king, and yet his 
rule would be preceded by rejection, ridicule and 
suffering. He has a crown of thorns because he is 
the ruler of a world filled with pain, and as king of 
this corrupt world, he established his right to rule by 
experiencing pain himself. He was crowned (given 
authority) with thorns (only through great pain).

meaning for us too

The crown of thorns has meaning for our lives 
too – it is not just part of a movie scene in which 
we are overwhelmed with suffering that Jesus went 
through to be our Saviour. Jesus said that if we 
want to follow him, we must take up our cross each 
day – and he could just as easily have said that we 
must experience a crown of thorns. We are joined to 
Jesus in the crucible of suffering.

The crown of thorns has meaning for Jesus, and it 
has meaning for every individual who follows Jesus. 
As Genesis describes it, Adam and Eve rejected God 
and chose to experience for themselves evil as well 
as good.

There is nothing wrong with knowing the differ-
ence between good and evil – but there is much 
wrong with experiencing evil, because that is a path 
of thorns, a path of suffering. When Jesus came 
proclaiming the arrival of the Kingdom of God, it is 
no surprise that humanity, still alienated from God, 
rejected him and expressed it with thorns and death.

Jesus embraced that rejection – accepted the 
crown of thorns – as part of his bitter cup of enduring 
what humans endure, so that he could open the 
door for us to escape with him from this world of 
tears. In this world, governments jam thorns on the 
citizens. And in this world, Jesus suffered whatever 
they wanted to do with him so that he could redeem 
us all from this world of ungodliness and thorns.

We all experience our crowns of thorns. We all 
live in this fallen world and take part in its pain 
and sorrow. But the crown of thorns and the cross 
of death have met their match in Jesus, who bids, 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light” (Matthew 11: 28-30). 

F2F

Joseph Tkach
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Joseph Tkach

Transformed letters

When was the last 
time you received a 
letter in the mail? 

In this day of e-mails, Twitter, and Face-
book most of us don’t receive as many 
letters as we used to. But in the days before 
electronics, nearly all of our communica-
tion with the people who didn’t live near 
us was by letter. It 
was, and still is a 
fairly easy process: 
some paper, some-
thing to write with, 
an envelope and a 
stamp.

However, in the 
days of the apostle 
Paul, writing a letter 
was not nearly as 
easy. Letters had 
to be written on 
papyrus, which was 
expensive and not 
available to most 
people. But papyrus 
is durable–it can 
survive indefinitely–
as long as it doesn’t get moist or wet. That 
made it perfect for writing important letters 
and documents.

Archaeologists have unearthed ancient 
trash heaps containing hundreds of docu-
ments that were written on papyrus–many 
written some 2000 years ago, during the 
time the apostle Paul and other epistle 
writers of the New Testament lived.

Among these documents are many 
private letters. These letters conform to a 
written style, exactly like what the apostle 
Paul used in his writing.

Letters of that day always began with a 
greeting, followed by a prayer for the health 
of the recipients. Next, there was always a 
giving of thanks to the gods. Next came the 
particular contents of the letter with all the 
news and instructions, and finally a closing 
salutation and personal greetings to indi-
viduals.

If you look at any of Paul’s letters, you 
will find that very pattern. The point is, Paul 
did not intend for his letters to be theo-
logical treatises or scientific essays. He was 
simply writing letters, like friends would 
write to each other. He wrote most of them 
to deal with an immediate problem occur-
ring in the particular church he was writing 
to. Also, he didn’t have a nice quiet office or 
study where he could sit down and ponder 

over each word, 
to say everything 
just right. He 
would hear of a 
crisis in one of 
the churches and 
write or dictate 
a letter to deal 
with it.

He was not 
thinking about 
us or about our 
problems when 
he wrote; he was 
thinking about 
the people he 
was writing to 
and their imme-
diate problems or 

questions. He was not trying to go down in 
history as a great writer of theology; he was 
just writing letters to help a group of people 
he loved and cared about. Paul never had a 
thought that someday people would look at 
his letters as Holy Scripture.

Yet, God took Paul’s very human letters 
and redeemed them; using them to speak 
to Christians everywhere, including us 
today, about the very same kinds of trou-
bles and crises that have faced the church 
throughout the centuries.

Consider this: Just as God can take ordi-
nary pastoral letters and gloriously trans-
form them to convey the Good News of the 
gospel–both to the church and to the world–
so God can take ordinary people like you 
and me and gloriously transform them, so 
that they might, in the power of Christ and 
through the Holy Spirit, be living testimo-
nies to the Lord who has saved them. F2F
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biblE study

By Michael Morrison

a studY of 1 corinthians 14:26-39 

What did first-century believers do in their 
worship meetings? The Bible gives us only a few 
glimpses into the details. Paul gives a description 
in 1 Corinthians 14:26: “When you come together, 
each of you has a hymn, or a word of instruction, 
a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation.” Every 
believer had a part to play, each according to the 
way God had gifted them.

sPeaking in turn

However, it seems that all the believers in Corinth 
wanted to use their gifts at the same time, and their 
meetings had become chaotic. One person was 
singing, another speaking in tongues, a third trying 
to deliver a message—but no one was listening to 
anyone else. Everyone was empowered to speak, 
and that was good. But when everyone spoke at 
once, the gifts were not producing the desired 
results.

So Paul gives them a basic principle: “Everything 
must be done so that the church may be built up.” 
Spiritual gifts are given for the common good (1 
Corinthians 12:7), and they should strengthen the 
church. People should be taught, and a sense of 
community should grow.

Based on this foundational principle, Paul gives 
instructions: “If anyone speaks in a tongue, two—or 
at the most three—should speak, one at a time, and 
someone must interpret. If there is no interpreter, the 
speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak 
to himself and to God” (vv. 27-28).

When God inspires people to speak, he does 
not cause everyone to speak at once. Rather, he 
expects them to restrain themselves so that their gift 
is used at a time when it can be effective. It may 
mean waiting for someone else to finish, or until an 
interpreter is present. 

Tongues are not appropriate in church, he says, 
unless someone is there to interpret the words. And 
do not expect everyone to speak in tongues—no 
more than three should speak at each meeting. If 
more people feel inspired to speak in tongues, then 
they can wait until the next week. 

not a god of disorder

Paul gives similar guidelines for the gift of 
prophecy: “Two or three prophets should speak, 
and the others should weigh carefully what is said. 
And if a revelation comes to someone who is sitting 
down, the first speaker should stop. For you can all 
prophesy in turn so that everyone may be instructed 
and encouraged” (vv. 29-31). 

How do people “weigh carefully” what is said? 
The Greek word means to discern, to make a 

decision. People are to decide whether these are 
words of God, or not. Was this done by each person 
silently, or did it involve discussion? We do not know.

The first speaker must be willing to cut the 
message short if someone else is inspired to give 
an additional message. The meeting is not an 
oratory contest or an endurance contest, but a time 
for instruction and encouragement, a time to serve 
others rather than to seek attention for one’s self.

Paul gives another basic principle when he 
writes, “The spirits of prophets are subject to the 
control of prophets” (v. 32). He has already implied 
that tongues-speakers should control their own gift; 
each person should use wisdom when using their 
gifts. Being “inspired” does not mean that everyone 
blurts out whatever they want, whenever they want. 
God gives gifts, but he also wants us to think about 
how and when we use those gifts.

Everything must be done so that 
the church may be built up.

“For God is not a God of disorder but of peace—as 
in all the congregations of the Lord’s people” (v. 33). 
Paul’s other congregations were orderly, and he 
wanted Corinth to be orderly as well. He did not tell 
people to stop using their gifts, but his guidelines 
would make their gifts more effective.

women should (not) Be silent

Paul also calls for orderly worship among a third 
group—women—and these are among the most 
controversial words Paul ever wrote: “Women should 
remain silent in the churches. They are not allowed 
to speak, but must be in submission, as the law says. 
If they want to inquire about something, they should 
ask their own husbands at home; for it is disgraceful 
for a woman to speak in the church” (vv. 34-35).

I cannot discuss all the details of the controversy 
here, but briefly, we may note that Paul already 
implied in chapter 11 that women were allowed to 
prophesy, presumably in public meetings. When he 
writes that women are to be silent, he did not mean 
a total and permanent prohibition, just as he did not 
mean a total prohibition when he used the same 
Greek word for tongues-speakers and prophets.

The problem in the Corinthian church meet-
ings was not a problem of who was speaking, but 
of when. When everyone spoke at once, it was 
chaotic. Part of the problem was that women were 
talking. So Paul tells them to stop talking in church. 
He did not mean that they could not sing along 
with everyone else, or that they could not interpret 
tongues for someone else, or that they could not 
prophesy. Rather, just like everyone else, they were 

One at a Time, Please
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biblE study

to cease all out-of-turn talking. (For more details, 
see our more detailed study of this passage, posted 
at http://www.gci.org/church/ministry/women9.)

Paul seems to express some frustration with the 
Corinthians when he asks, “Or did the word of God 
originate with you? Or are you the only people it 
has reached?” (v. 36). The Corinthians claimed to 
be inspired, and acted as if they did not need any 
guidance from Paul or anyone else. They were using 

“inspiration” as an excuse for their own excesses.
Paul wants them to see the bigger picture, that 

they are not the only believers on the planet, and 
they do not have a perfect pipeline to God. Just 
as God can inspire the Corinthians, so he can 
also inspire Paul—but that does not mean that the 
Corinthians were responding to the Spirit just as 
accurately as Paul was. Paul had a special conver-
sion, a special commission, and many more years of 
experience with the Spirit.

 “If anyone thinks they are a prophet or otherwise 
gifted by the Spirit, let them acknowledge that what 
I am writing to you is the Lord’s command. But if 
anyone ignores this, they will themselves be ignored” 
(vv. 37-38). Paul is invoking his God-given authority 

over his churches.
Paul concludes the chapter: “Be eager to 

prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues. But 
everything should be done in a fitting and orderly 
way” (vv. 39-40). We might summarize it this way: 
•	 Be	 eager	 to	 speak	 words	 that	 instruct,	

encourage, and build people up.
•	 Tongues	are	not	wrong	 in	 themselves,	but	

they can (like most other gifts) be used wrongly.
•	 Meetings	 should	 be	 orderly,	 so	 they	 can	

strengthen the church. F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey

PassIng ThE ark: a BIBlE sTudY

Have you ever played “pass the parcel”?  In this 
game you don’t want to be the one holding the parcel 
when the music stops because, if you are, you’re out! 

That’s how it was with the Philistines and the Ark 
of the Covenant. They began 
to pass it around and no one 
wanted to be left holding it. 
Having captured the Ark in 
a great victory over the Isra-
elites, the Philistines moved it 
into the temple of one of their 
deities called Dagon. Placing 
the Ark in the temple at 
Ashdod was symbolic. It was 
to show that the Israelite God 
was subservient to Dagon, just 
as the defeated Israelites were 
under the rule of the lords of 
the Philistines. 

But they were in for a 
big surprise. They couldn’t 
control God any more than 
the Israelites could. God was 
more powerful than they could ever imagine. 

It initially seems an amusing tale. The next day 
when the people of Ashdod went to the temple, there 
was the image of Dagon kow-towing to the Ark, which 
represented the presence of the one and only God. The 
statue of Dagon was face down in a position of homage 
and surrender. The Philistines put Dagon up again but, 
on the following day, the same thing happened, only 
worse from their perspective: Dagon was on his face, 
but his head and limbs had been broken off. Maybe, 
just like it was with Humpty Dumpty, all the horses 

and all the men couldn’t put him together again! 
Dagon was lying on the threshold of the temple, and 
so they made a superstition about it: that the priests 
should not tread on the threshold in the future, just 

like the idea of not walking 
under a ladder. 

Then it gets darker. A 
plague of tumours devastated 
Ashdod. The city leaders in 
Ashdod decided to pass on 
the Ark. They sent it to Gath, 
but, once it arrived there, 
the plague broke out again. 
Destruction followed the 
Ark wherever it went. So the 
people of Gath despatched 
it to the city of Ekron, where 
the citizens were terrified 
about what would happen 
next. They called for a council 
of the Philistine lords, who 
determined it was time to 
return the Ark to the Israel-

ites.
Interestingly, the New Testament celebrates the 

presence of God. Christians want to embrace his pres-
ence when the music stops. But sometimes we don’t. 
We want to pass God on, away from us. This gospel 
stuff is too disruptive to our lives. Thankfully, even 
when we try to escape his presence, God never leaves.

Submit to God, and rest in his presence.  F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of daybyday.org.uk

James Henderson
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My stomach knotted up 
tightly in anguish as the 
awful reality of what 

was happening struck home.  
I cannot begin to describe the paralysing emotions 

of bewilderment, shock and despair that came with the 
full impact of how these distressing events would change 
our lives for a long time to come.  My heart sank like 
a lead balloon as I thought about the severe levels of 
stress and anxiety it would bring upon my beautiful wife, 
Debbie and our three school going sons, David, Warren 
and Matthew.

It all started at the turn of this century during a defining 
moment in my life when I decided for various reasons to 
return to the world of business, after serving in full time 
ministry for 18 years.  I had previously worked in the field 
of human resource management and strategy.    

I had signed into a business partnership late in 1999 
which ostensibly provided a unique opportunity for me 
to spearhead the manufacturing and marketing of an 
exciting product for the building industry.  After investing 
vast amounts of time, energy and money on the project 
over a period of two years, my business partner suddenly 
disappeared without a trace.  Besides the upheaval and 
turmoil at the time, we stared almost disbelievingly at 
the reality of how many years of effort in building a foun-
dation for the future had suddenly come to a grinding 
halt.  A lovely home that was practically paid up, and all 
our investments disappeared overnight.  Worse still, we 
found ourselves victims of fraud and hugely indebted for 
costs not of our own making. 

 Needless to say, I made my fair share of mistakes 
in drawing up the terms of reference in the partnership 
agreement.  

one steP at a time

We then started the agonising process of rebuilding 
our lives from “ground zero.”  I established my own 
consulting business in management and strategic serv-
ices.  The business gradually developed over the years as 
we steadily began to piece our lives together, one step 
at a time. A breakthrough occurred in 2006 when I was 
offered the assignment of preparing a manufacturing 
concern for commercialisation.  We were thrilled!  There 
was light at the end of the tunnel.  However, this was 
short-lived when all too soon disaster struck again. The 
2008 global recession dealt a fatal blow to this fledgling 
enterprise and its holding company.  Both Debbie and I 
again faced the dark spectre of unemployment, which 
appeared to stretch endlessly from month to month.  
Back to ground zero!   

Debbie finally secured an excellent job and I set up a 
new consulting practice, specialising in business strategy.  

The heart of 
Encouragement

Bob Klynsmith
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Then, towards the end of August 2010 we visited 
the doctor and walked out of her office in stunned 
silence.  Test results had revealed that Debbie was 
suffering from breast cancer.  The outcome was a 
protracted period of energy sapping chemo treat-
ment, surgery then radiotherapy.  This finally settled 
down and Debbie embarked bravely on the road to 
recovery.  However, in January this year we received 
the heartbreaking news that the cancer had reoc-
curred.  Debbie was admitted for surgery soon 
thereafter and is now preparing for a second series 
of chemo and radiotherapy.

Debbie and I felt a need to share this story of our 
arduous journey over the past decade or so with you, 
due to our extraordinary firsthand experience of the 
compassion of others.  We have been overwhelmed 
by the amazing way in which our loving God and so 
many caring people have rallied around us, giving 
us the strength, courage and inspiration to ‘keep on 
keeping on’.  We have also become more aware of 
the countless thousands of people whose suffering 
and trials would pale our own experience into insig-
nificance.  We pray for them more fervently now.      

The Lord’s inspiring words to Joshua as he 
faced the daunting challenge of leading the entire 
nation of Israel into the Promised Land (Canaan) 
comes to mind.   Notice Joshua 1:9 “Have I not 
commanded you?  Be 
strong and courageous.  
Do not be terrified; do 
not be discouraged, for 
the Lord your God will 
be with you wherever 
you go.”  We read in 2 
Chronicles 16: 9, “For 
the eyes of the Lord 
range throughout the 
earth to strengthen 
those whose hearts are 
fully committed to him.”  

Indeed the twists and 
turns of trepidation that 
followed us on the trail 
of suffering brought us 
into a closer and more 
intimate relationship 
with God in ways that we could not otherwise have 
imagined.  We learned the lesson of total surrender 
in a profound kind of way.  

I recently listened to an interview conducted with 
Alan J Torrance - professor of systematic theology at 
the University of St. Andrews in Scotland. He spoke 
about one of the names attributed to God, being 
Immanuel, meaning ‘God with us’.  He went on 
to talk about the importance of the ‘where’ ques-
tion rather than the ‘why’ questions we tend to ask.  
While in some instances the why questions remain 
a mystery, the question of where is God in our 
suffering, is abundantly clear.  God is with us in the 
midst of grief and suffering.  David brings this out 
tenderly in Psalm 23:4. “Even though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me.” 

We certainly had our moments of doubt when we 
would cry out, “where are you Lord when we need 
you most?”  Yet, we now look back and remain ever 
grateful for the boundless love and friendship of the 
Triune God who never leaves or forsakes us.    

We have also been deeply touched by the softer 
side of humanity.  The support of family, friends and 

people we had never met before, have been and 
continue to be there for us, especially now during 
Debbie’s difficult moments in her fight against 
cancer.  So many treasured memories, such as the 
day when her colleagues arrived at work wearing 
scarves as a token of their love and support.  And the 
incredible way in which our three sons and family 
members have walked with us in constant support, 
every step of the way.  And our church family as well 
as so many others in the greater community have 
provided a wellspring of hope through their prayers, 
cards, phone calls and personal visits.  

an oPPortunitY to encourage

Somehow, we could not help but sense a divine 
spirit of community in all of this.  A unique kinship 
involving the Triune God in participation with a 
group of caring people, fused in the unity of his 
divine love.  After all, we are created in the image 
of God.  Genesis 1:27 states in Today’s New Inter-
national Version:  “So God created human beings 
in his own image, in the image of God he created 
them; male and female he created them.” Is this not 
what real community is all about; a deep-rooted 
relationship with God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit and 
one another. 

We all have an 
opportunity to reach 
out and encourage 
others in their time 
of need.  Whether it 
is keeping in touch 
through emails, phone 
calls and personal visits 
or simply listening.  
Paul inspires us in 1 
Thessalonians 5:11 
to “encourage one 
another and build 
each other up” and in 
verse 14 “encourage 
the faint-hearted”.  The 

“faint-hearted” means 
the “small-souled”…
those who have had 

their spiritual wind knocked out through adversity.  
The Greek word for encourage is parakaleo, 

which literally means “to call alongside”…to 
strengthen by giving appropriate aid.  The Merriam-
Webster dictionary defines the word encourage in 
the transitive verb as “to inspire with courage, spirit, 
or hope.”

Indeed, we belong to one another in relationship 
with the Triune God and are privileged to practice 
the love of God by being there for each other; family, 
friends, loved ones, colleagues and communities.  
This bond of fellowship is amplified in 2 Corinthians 
1:3-5. “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God 
of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so 
that we can comfort those in any trouble with the 
comfort we ourselves have received from God.”   

Let’s be a light switch of encouragement among 
the people that cross our paths every day, especially 
those who are going through a scary time in their 
lives.    F2F
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Gordon Green

A young man rushed into 
a petrol station to use 
the pay phone (obviously 

before the days of cell phones). 
The attendant overheard his telephone conver-

sation as he asked: “Sir, could you use a hard-
working, honest young man to work for you?” 
(Pause) “Oh...you’ve already got a hardworking, 
honest young man? Well, thanks anyway!” The 
boy hung up the phone with a smile. Humming to 
himself, he began to walk away, obviously happy. 

“How can you be so happy?” asked the eavesdrop-
ping attendant. “I thought the man you talked to 
already had someone and didn’t want to hire you.” 
The young man answered, “Well you see I am the 
hardworking young man. I was calling my boss. I 
was just checking up on my job!” 

If you called your boss, disguised your voice, and 
asked about your job, what do you think your boss’s 
answer would be?

King Solomon had much to say about the value 
and rewards of a trait that is as rare as a ten-carat 
diamond - hard work. He also had a lot to say about 
the negative consequences of laziness!

ProVerBs 6:6-8

“You lazy fool, look at an ant.  Watch it closely; 
let it teach you a thing or two.  Nobody has to tell it 
what to do.  All summer it stores up food; at harvest 
it stockpiles provisions.  So how long are you going 
to laze around doing nothing?  How long before 
you get out of bed?  A nap here, a nap there, a day 
off here, a day off there, sit back take it easy – do 
you know what comes next? Just this:  you can look 
forward to a dirt-poor life, poverty your permanent 
houseguest!” (The Message)

Solomon tells us to bend down and learn from 
that tiny insect. Wake up and be like an ant. They 
don’t procrastinate. Be a self starter. There is no 
one supervising the ants but they get the work done. 
Take responsibility for your life, your attitudes, your 
values, and how you spend your time. 

The Last Lecture is the title of a book based on 
a lecture by Randy Pausch – a man who had been 
diagnosed with terminal cancer. But his lecture 
wasn’t about dying – it was about living – about 
everything he valued in life. For example, he was 
able to get a high position at his university a year 
earlier than people usually do. That impressed other 
junior faculty members and many asked him what 
his secret was.

comPound 
interest

“It’s pretty simple” he 
said. “Call me any Friday night in my 
office at ten o’clock and I’ll tell you. (Of course that 
was before I had a family.) A lot of people want 
a shortcut. I find the best shortcut is the long way, 
which is basically two words: work hard. As I see it, 
if you work more hours than somebody else, during 
those hours you learn more about your craft.  That 
can make you more efficient, more able, and even 
happier. Hard work is like compounded interest in 
the bank. The rewards build faster.” He continued; 

“The same is true in your life outside of your job. 
All my adult life I’ve felt drawn to ask long-married 
couples how they were able to stay together. All 
of them said the same thing: ‘We worked hard at 
it.’”1 Those are great words of wisdom from a man 
who believed in making the days count instead of 
counting the days!   

You’ve probably seen the bumper sticker; “I owe, 
I owe, so off to work I go.” For many people that’s 
the best reason they can muster for going to work 
each day. But what is the main reason for working 
hard?  Is it just to make money? To achieve goals? 
For self-fulfilment? 

The opening words in the book of Genesis provide 
us with the answer. “In the beginning God created” 
and “God saw all that he had made, and it was very 
good” (Genesis 1:1, 31). Immediately we learn that 
God is a worker. He created human beings in his 
own image and he commanded them to go and 
work within his creation. We work because we are 
made in God’s image and when we work we are 
very much like him. We reflect him. Work therefore, 
is much more spiritual than we realise! This means 
any kind of work – housework, feeding the dog or 
building sky-scrapers.    

In his letter to the Colossians the apostle Paul 
wrote; “Work hard and cheerfully at whatever you 
do, as though you were working for the Lord rather 
than for people” (Colossians 3:23). We work dili-
gently to honour our true boss. We can’t say “This is 
my business and I will do what I like with it.” Instead 
this should cause us to say “This is God’s business. 
He has put me in charge of it. I am responsible to 

King Solomon’s Mines
MOdErn WIsdOM FrOM ThE  
anCIEnT BOOk OF PrOVErBs (ParT 8)
God is at Work. are you?
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him.” This doesn’t mean God is sitting back, giving 
orders, watching us from a distance and then 
evaluating our work. He loves us, and is working in 
us, enabling us to participate fully in the life he is 
sharing with us. “We are what he made us, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand to be our way of life” (Ephesians 2:10 
NRSV, emphasis added).

Are you working with all your heart at work, at 
home, at school? Are you doing everything to the 
best of your God-given potential, as if you were 
doing it for God?  At work are you setting the 
standard for honesty, love, conscientiousness, excel-
lence and promptness?  Or are you taking short 
cuts, spending too much time taking tea breaks, 
gossiping about the boss and running others down?  

don’t go to eXtremes

Proverbs is not giving us permission to become 
workaholics. That’s just as dangerous as being 
a lazy person. It’s easy to slip into extremes and 
either work too hard or do very little work. We need 
a balance between work and play, time alone and 
time with others*. But the powerful lesson we see 
in many proverbs and throughout the Bible is that 
we are encouraged to throw ourselves fully into all 
of life (Proverbs 14:23, 24:30-34, Ecclesiastes 9:10, 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-10). Doing something well, so 
you can say “it is good” is part of being a Christian 

light in a greedy and dishonest world. When we do 
this life becomes exciting and rewarding. 

Solomon tells us, “Lazy people want much but get 
little, but those who work hard will prosper and be 
satisfied” (Proverbs 13:4 NLT). This is not a promise 
of health and wealth but is more about our inner-
most being, our very core, the seat of our person-
ality and emotions. Imagine being so contented 
and fulfilled that you hunger for nothing. That’s the 
kind of inner fulfillment that is promised to the hard 
worker. 

So what should we do? Just go and do it. Prov-
erbs are practical. Go and work for the glory of 
God. Don’t hold back. Hard work is demanding. It 
requires wisdom, vision, creativity and commitment. 
But it’s worth it! 

1 Randy Pausch; The Last Lecture, p156. 
*The story of Mary and Martha in Luke 10 gives us insight into this. In 
that incident Jesus gently reprimanded Martha for being busy in the 
kitchen while Mary did that which was the right thing to do – spend 
time with Jesus.

EnjOY ThE rIdE

“I am glad it is over,” my friend told me two days 
after Christmas.

Her reasons included all the hectic activities from 
potlucks to shopping to being with 
relatives. I just nodded. However, I 
thought it’s too bad she didn’t enjoy 
Christmas. I’m sure she enjoyed some 
of it, but her expression seemed to say 
it was one big hassle from beginning 
to end. She’s happy to get back to her 
normal routine.

I thought December went far too 
quickly. I enjoyed looking at the lights 
and decorations, pondering the mystery 
of Christ’s birth and the meaning of the 
Incarnation. It is a wonderful time of 
the year and I’d like to have slowed 
down time so I could savour it longer.

Most of us go through periods in 
our lives we wish could just be over. 
Sickness, mourning, financial difficul-
ties, even less serious things, like exercise, all cause 
us to want the pain to end. At the end of one of my 
workouts, one enjoyable stretch position puts me on 
the floor, on my knees with my arms extended. The 
workout leader says: “You can pray now —thank God 
it’s over!” I always come back with, “Thank God I can 
still do this!”

I’m learning not to wish away even the difficult 
parts of life. I don’t enjoy pain or problems, it’s just 
that coming out on the other side feels so good. We 
can look back to see lessons learned and how it has 
worked for our good. Granted, some problems don’t 

go away. Remember the song that says: “If that’s all 
there is, my friend, then let’s keep dancing”? “Let’s 
break out the booze and have a ball, if that’s all there 
is.” Certain difficulties and hurts won’t be solved in 

this life, so it’s good to remember this 
isn’t all there is. A time is coming when 
God will wipe away the tears and make 
everything right.

Gratitude and hope can help us 
get through life without wishing the 
bad parts away. Being thankful, even 
in and through the hard parts, makes 
life richer and stronger. Remembering 
the hope we have in Christ gives us a 
reason to keep going, to get through 
the pain and not let it break us. One 
of my favorite movie lines is from Steel 
Magnolias: “That which doesn’t kill us 
makes us stronger.” We grow in and 
through the trials. Our faith and trust 
in God are strengthened. We look 

forward even more to the new heaven and new earth.
As a child, when I wanted something to be over, my 

mom always told me not to wish my life away. Now I’m 
at the age I’d love to have back some of the time I so 
ungratefully wished away.

How often do you wish for things to end? Are 
you wishing your life away or enjoying the ride? 
Perhaps we should wait to say, “Thank God it’s over!” 
until the very end, when we cross the finish line  
and win the race. F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey

Tammy Tkach
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Listen to us Radio:
ccfm 107.5 fm: 
Monday and Friday at 9:05, Saturday at 21:00, 
Sunday at 04:30, Sunday at 19:15 (The Greater 
Cape Town area from Melkbosstrand to Durbanville 
to Stellenbosch to Gordon’s bay from Muizenberg) 
kingfisher fm:
Every Saturday and Sunday at 11:45 AM on   
103.8 & 107.5 FM in Nelson Mandela Bay  
& surrounding country-towns

IF YOU LIVE IN CAPE TOWN , YOU 
CAN LISTEN TO FACE TO FACE ON:

www.ccfm.org.za

On-air 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, o�ering the 

best mix of contemporary 
Christian music and 

compelling chat, 
combined with up-to-

the-minute news, 
weather forecasts, tra�c 

and travel information.

Looking for a Congregation? 
Face to Face Magazine is published by Grace 
Communion International. We have many congre-
gations across South Africa. If you are interested in 
attending one of our services, please contact one of 
the following people for more information.

Syd Townsend (083 629 9217)- Free State and Lesotho
Gladman Ncokazi (083 230 2643)- Eastern cape
Gordon Green (082 564 0983)- Kwazulu-Natal
Caleb Makhela (074 587 1236)- Limpopo
Takalani Musekwa (082 444 3602) –Gauteng
Trevor Weber (082 927 9864) Western Cape
Tim Maguire (082 374 8437)- Other


