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Editorial

By Tim Maguire

I was recently reading about some research conducted 
by Dr. Martin Seligman, professor of psychology at the 
University of Pennsylvania. After years of research, he 
found that gratitude is one of the most, if not the most 
significant attitude, directly connected to happiness 
and life satisfaction. It seems if we can learn to show 
our appreciation towards the positives in life instead of 
focusing on the negatives, we will be happier and more 
content.

Not only should we express gratitude to others, but 
we should acknowledge what God has done for us. He 
has already accomplished all that is required for us to 
be in an eternal relationship with him. The last words 
that Christ spoke before committing his life to the Father 
were, “It is finished”. These three words were packed with 
meaning, for what was finished here was not only Christ’s 
earthly life, not only his suffering and dying, but the 
redemption of the world - the very reason and purpose 
he came to earth. We are now able to focus on grace and 
mercy without being weighed down by the guilt of sin. 
And for this we should be eternally grateful, and express 
that gratitude to God daily! And we will find that we are 

happier and more content in all aspects of life, if we do so.

I’d like to take this opportunity to ‘practice what I 
preach’ and express my gratitude to all those who make 
the publishing of this magazine possible. To our writers 
who freely give of their time because they believe that 
the Gospel needs to be shared; to our editorial team who 
spend long hours late into the night making sure that 
what we are including is accurate and appropriate; to 
those involved with the layout and printing of the maga-
zine, as well as capturing and posting it electronically; 
and to those who volunteer to help package and send 
out every magazine, I would like to say a very sincere and 
heartfelt ‘THANK YOU!’ 

And then of course to our readers and others who 
contribute financially to Face to Face: We are totally 
reliant on your support and without you this magazine 
could not be published and distributed, ‘Thank you for 
your sacrifice and making the spreading of the gospel 
possible!’

In Christian love,

Tim
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Bob Klynsmith

A REAL 
MAKE OVER

You may be familiar with 
the recent popular Style 
by Jury television series.  

Like me, you may have watched in fascination as 
drab ordinary looking people, often with very little self-
esteem are transformed into attractive well groomed 
professionals within seven days.  A total makeover!  
A host of experts, including hairdressers, clothing 
designers, behavioural experts, life coaches, cosmetic 
dentists and beauticians were the miracle workers in 
achieving what appeared to be the impossible.  

I would often gasp in amazement as a newly trans-
formed person would present herself or himself to the 
jury with an elegance, style and decorum that radiated 
confidence and personality, portraying a dramatic shift 
from a previously dull person to a dynamic interesting 
man or woman.  Yet, while I appreciated this remark-
able change in a short space of time, I could not help 
but wonder how deep rooted the transformation would 
be over the long term. 

Perhaps you may have even have thought; “how 
would I look or what would I be like after a total make-
over, both on the outside and on the inside?”  Yet, the 
thought probably melted into oblivion as you realised 
that it is only the well heeled rich that can afford the 
cost of these image consultants.

a Brand neW lIfe

Well, there is good news for you, no matter what 
your station in life and no matter how you feel about 
yourself, or what you have been through or done, 
however good, bad or ugly.  You have been offered a 
brand new life through the transforming presence of 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  Notice 2 Corinthians 5:17. 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 
old things have passed away; behold, all things have 
become new.”  

Jesus’ love for you is profound, deep and passionate, 
beyond imagination.  So much so that he died an 
agonising death for you.  He opened the door for you 
to experience a radical makeover—a transformation 
from the inside out.

Think about the 12 disciples, an ordinary looking 
bunch in the eyes of the better endowed community of 
Jerusalem, almost invisible up to the time Christ was 
crucified.  Yet, something happened soon afterwards 
on the day of Pentecost—a day celebrated annually by 
the Christian community at this time of the year.  Its 
central meaning lies in the sending forth of the Holy 

Bob Klynsmith
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Spirit to all believers.  The word Pentecost comes 
from the Greek word for 50 and is observed on the 
50th day after Easter.  The most popular name for 
this festival among the Jews is the Feast of Weeks.  

We read in Acts 2:1-4, 7 and 14: “When the day 
of Pentecost came, they were all together in one 
place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent 
wind came from heaven and filled the whole house 
where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to 
be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest 
on each of them. All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as 
the Spirit enabled them...a crowd came together in 
bewilderment, because each one heard their own 
language being spoken...we hear them declaring 
the wonders of God in our own language...then 
Peter stood up with the eleven, raised his voice, and 
addressed the crowd.”  

Indeed, a very different and transformed group 
of disciples exploded on the scene on the day of 
Pentecost in 31 A.D.  They were confident, bold and 
courageous; imbued with the outpouring presence 
of the promised Holy Spirit.  Peter encouraged the 
crowd...“repent and be baptised in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins and you 
will receive the Holy Spirit.”   

Jesus’ unIque InvItatIon  

This goes back to another awe inspiring event in 
the history of humankind, when Jesus imparted his 
final words to the disciples just prior to his excru-
ciating death on the cross.   Here we have words 
of intimacy, warmth and compassion that speak 
powerfully to you and me today...a unique invita-
tion for us to participate in a delightful relationship 
with the Triune God, in this present lifetime and for 
all eternity.

His words are written for us today in the book 
of John, chapters 13 to 17.  Jesus tells the disciples 
and each one of us in chapters 14 and 15: “I will 
not leave you as orphans (14:18)…If anyone loves 
me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love 
him and we will come to him and make our home 
with him (14:23)…I am in the Father and you are in 
me and I am in you (14:20)…I have told you this so 
that my joy may be in you and your joy be complete 
(15:11)…I have called you friends (15:15)...I chose 
you and appointed you to go and bear fruit – fruit that 
will last (15:16)…no branch can bear fruit by itself; 
it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit 
unless you remain in me (15:4)...If a man remains in 
me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from 
me you can do nothing (15:5)…the Father will give 
you another Counsellor... the Holy Spirit...to be with 
you forever...the Spirit of Truth (14:16,26).”

Think for a moment!  You are invited to be a 
friend of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  What an 
amazing opportunity to become intimately involved 
in a dynamic relationship with the One who holds 
all things together...rubbing shoulders with the 
Sovereign God who created the marvellous beauty 
we see all around us, including you and me.      

Jesus said “no branch can bear fruit by itself; it 
must remain in the vine; apart from me you can do 
nothing.” Abiding fully in the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit will enable you to blossom to your full poten-
tial, beyond your wildest dreams.  This is where the 

long lasting “beyond radical” transformation takes 
place in your life, now and for all eternity. 

Without Jesus we are nothing.  It is impossible to 
rise above the selfish desires of human nature and 
mature to our full potential on our own strength.  
May I also suggest that even asking the Lord and 
the Holy Spirit to help you overcome certain prob-
lems is limiting.  It can easily lead to a situation 
where there is more of you and less of God in your 
life, perhaps an emerging self-righteous attitude of 
‘look what I have done with God’s help’.  Change 
in these instances is often very short lived.  In fact, 
the Apostle Paul describes our own righteous-
ness as dung. This is appreciably different from a 
wholehearted abiding trust in Jesus. You have to 
be prepared to leap into what may feel like the 
unknown – to trust God in your finances, your secu-
rity, your job...your everything

rePentance — the most ImPortant 
chanGe  

  We need to open our lives to Christ in total 
surrender,  rejoicing in his presence, as the apostle 
Paul emphasised in Galatians 2:20: “It’s no longer 
I who live but Christ who lives in me.”  We cannot 
be fully transformed apart from Christ living his life 
in us.    

The Apostle Peter spoke about repentance and 
the joy of receiving the Holy Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost.  According to Dr. Elmer Colyer, professor 
of historical theology at the University of Dubuque 
Theological Seminary, “Repentance is a change 
of how you think. It is a change of perspective, 
from seeing yourself as the centre of the universe 
to seeing God as the centre of the universe, and 
trusting your life to his mercy. It is to surrender. It is 
to throw down your crown at the feet of the rightful 
ruler of the cosmos. It is the most important change 
you will ever make. God has declared an almighty, 
thundering, eternal ‘Yes!’ to you through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Repentance is your 
saying ‘Yes!’ to God’s ‘Yes!’ It is turning to God to 
accept his blessed gift, his righteous declaration of 
your innocence and salvation in Christ.”

Jesus has offered the living waters of the Holy 
Spirit to bring a sparkle into your life that will never 
fade away.  A transformed life in Christ!  An unim-
agined revolutionary makeover that is real and will 
change your life forever!  The Triune God invites 
you to share wholeheartedly in his love and in so 
doing express his divine love in your relationship 
with others.  

Let’s conclude with the Apostle Paul’s prayer in 
Ephesians 3: 16-18, 20 “I pray that out of his glorious 
riches he may strengthen you with power through his 
Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith.  And I pray that you, being 
rooted and established in love, may have power, 
together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and 
long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to 
know this love that surpasses knowledge – that you 
may be filled to the measure of the fullness of God.  
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more 
than all we ask or imagine, according to his power 
that is at work within us, to him be the glory.” F2F  
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Do I love 
God?

Hilary Jacobs

In our congregation we 
often sing a song which is 
one of my favourites. 

The first line begins, “Just let me say how much 
I love you…” It speaks of seeing Jesus face to face, 
of hearing his finest whisper, of finding him in the 
desert, of longing for him with all my heart. It’s 
definitely a “feel good” song, with beautiful, even 
passionate words, and a very singable tune.

But it sometimes gives me a twinge of conscience. 
Do I really love God? Can I truthfully whisper Amen 
after the last line? Yes, the Bible tells me in many 
places that he loves me. But do I love him? And if I 
do, how would I know? 

In one of his appearances to the disciples after his 
resurrection, Jesus asked Peter this question three 
times. Characteristically, Peter got a bit impatient. 

“Lord you know all things. You know that I love you,” 
he answered (John 21:15-17). That worked fine for 
Peter. He really did know Jesus first hand. He had 
talked with him, argued with him, even defended 
him with a sword. He had seen and touched and 
heard Jesus.

But what about people like me, who have only 
known him through the written word? Is it possible 
to love someone you’ve never seen with your eyes 
and heard with your ears? 

Many of us will remember the song from the 
movie Fiddler on the roof. Tevye and Golde have 
five daughters, and two of them are begging for 
their approval to marry the men of their choice, 
rather than following the traditional practice of 
going along with the local matchmaker. When Tevye 
objects, they plead, “But I love him.” This gets the 
man wondering whether his wife loves him. “Do you 
love me?” he asks tentatively. Golde takes a deep 
breath and replies; “For 25 years I’ve washed your 
clothes, cooked your meals, cleaned your house, 
given you children, milked the cow. After 25 years, 
why talk about love right now?” Tevye answers, “Yes, 
I know, but do you love me?” Again she lists all her 
daily activities and concludes with, “If that’s not 
love, what is?” 

He appreciated all these things she did, but he 

wanted a confession of love, which in the end she 
did express. 

hoW do We eXPress love?

We all differ in temperament and personality, 
and we have many different ways of showing love. 
Some of us use words, others gifts and acts of kind-
ness. But mostly we love to spend time with our 
loved ones. As parents we love our children. We talk 
to them, and talk about them to our friends. We are 
concerned about their lives and happiness.

 My husband and I have our best conversations 
early in the morning after a good cup of coffee. And 
what do we talk about most of the time? About what 
we are currently studying in the Bible, about the 
meaning of certain scriptures, often about articles 
submitted for this magazine and quite frequently 
about the sermon we heard last week. And, come to 
think of it, often about our own attitudes and words, 
and how they stack up against God’s instruction. 

When we talk with our closest friends, we find 
that our most enjoyable conversations are about 
God, encouraging each other in hard times. Often 
a point under discussion will have us poring over a 
certain verse in the Bible. We all did a bit of star-
gazing recently, and a particularly bright star turned 
out to be Venus, with Jupiter just “close by.” One of 
us just had to say “How great is God and how small 
we are, and how wonderful that God even takes 
notice of us.” 

Somehow, God seems to play a very important 
role in our lives. He infiltrates into all our activities. 
And didn’t Jesus say, “out of the abundance of the 
heart, the mouth speaks?”

If Jesus should ask me, “Do you love me,” how 
could I answer? Could I say, “For 40 years I’ve read 
your word, prayed to you, gone to church, sung 
your praises, talked about you, served your people. 
I have even been considered a fool for you.  If that’s 
not love, what is?”  

And if he should ask the question again, as he 
did to Peter, what could I say? I guess it would be, 

“You know everything Lord. You know I love you.” 
F2F
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Joseph Tkach

The very last sentence of 
Stephen Hawking’s book, A 
Brief History of Time says: 

“If we find the answer [to why the universe exists], 
it would be the ultimate triumph of human reason–
for then we would know the mind of God.”

This does not mean that Hawking is looking for 
God. He uses the term, “God” as a metaphor for 
what science does not yet understand.  Hawking, 
along with many of the world’s leading physicists, 
are investigating what they call the Grand Unified 
Theory–the underlying principle that links all forces 
in the universe.  

Although I am not a scientist, I find what is 
happening at the leading edge of science very 
fascinating. And why shouldn’t it be? As the first 
verse of the nineteenth Psalm says: “The heavens 
declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the 
work of his hands.” That was written about three 
thousand years ago, in a time when we had a very 
rudimentary understanding of the workings of the 
cosmos. How much more fascinating is today when 
we have an even greater grasp of the nature of our 
universe?

Even scientists who are atheists admit that the 
magnificence of the creation fills them with awe, 
even if it does not lead them to acknowledge its 
creator. But what it should do, at the very least, 
is to make them think twice before making bold 
statements about there being no God. And their 
reflections may even lead them to a more profound 
discovery about what, or who, transcends nature.

realIsInG our lImIts

There is an active paradox in scientific investiga-
tion and achievement today. As we push the fron-
tiers of scientific knowledge further into outer space 
and deeper into inner space, we begin to realize the 
limits of what we currently know. Things we thought 
to have nailed down, may no longer be the case. 
We discovered the universe was expanding, but 
believed the rate of expansion was slowing down. 
Now, scientists believe it is actually speeding up. 

The scientists working at the Hadron Super Collider 
in Geneva may be on the verge of discovering things 
that could turn our understanding of physics on its 
head. The creation does seem to be, as various 
astronomers and physicists have observed, not only 
stranger than we had imagined, but stranger than 
we could ever imagine. There is a mystery even to 
creation itself that transcends human knowing.

Of course, this, of itself, neither proves nor 
disproves that God exists. That is a question beyond 
science. God cannot be measured by scientific 
instruments. There is no microscope, no telescope, 
no micrometer, no measuring device that can 
measure God. God transcends his creation. God is 
not a created thing and creation is not an exten-
sion of God’s being. Real knowledge of God himself 
depends upon God’s own self-revelation.

Long before the scientific age, the writer of 
the Book of Job shrewdly observed “We’ll never 
comprehend all the great things he does; his miracle-
surprises can’t be counted” (Job 9:10 The Message).

To those who know him, like the Psalmist, even 
God’s actions in creation remain a mystery beyond 
human comprehension. However, that does not 
mean we should not try to understand the mysteries 
of creation. It is sad that many Christians see scien-
tific discovery as a threat. But why should we regard 
it as a danger? Yes, some may use certain selec-
tive bits of scientific information about creation to 
counter Christian beliefs about God. But God, by 
his Spirit, may use someone’s desire to look into the 
mysteries of creation to open them up to searching 
for the mystery behind creation. And for those who 
know God in Christ, appreciating the wonders of 
creation will help us, like Job, recall the wisdom, 
power and creativity of our Lord. Truth is truth, and 
something that is true about creation cannot ulti-
mately contradict something that is true about its 
Creator.

Scientific discovery, when properly interpreted, 
can show us more of God’s handiwork. And faith 
in that God, when properly understood can show 
us that the Creator is not only powerful beyond our 
imagination, but has a love for us that is not only 
greater than we understand, but greater than we 
can even imagine.  F2F

SCIENCE & FAITH
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The Ascension 
and You

Takalani Musekwa

Ascension Day was a holiday 
in South Africa before 1994. 

It was always on a Thursday, and it was 
one of the annual long weekends. After 1994 the 
government started reviewing holidays, including 
Christian holidays. Ascension Day was one of them. 
At that time, when Ascension Day was being abol-
ished, I don’t remember many Christians raising 
any objection. If it was Christmas or Good Friday, 
there would probably have been a lot of noise. I 
conducted a simple survey on Facebook to check 
how many people know when Ascension Day was 
this year. Sadly, I found that almost half of professing 
Christians did not know.

Ascension was 
such a central belief 
of Christians that 
it was included in 
most of the Christian 
Creeds of the early 
church. For example, 
we have what is called 
the Apostles’ Creed. 
It was not developed 
by the apostles, but 
it is believed to have 
summarized what 
the apostles believed 
in. One of the state-
ments in the Apostles 
Creed is the belief 
in Jesus Christ who “…ascended into heaven; 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty…”

In the early church they used to recite this when 
they met. In the Reformed church which I used to 
attend, we used to recite this creed. At that time I had 
no clue why we recited it, but today I realize why this 
is crucial for believers. They have helped the church 
to preserve doctrinal soundness throughout the 
history of the church. For the believers in that age, 
the belief in the ascension was as important as 

the belief in the birth, death and resurrection 
of Jesus.

the same Way

For most Christians today it is easier to under-
stand why the birth, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
are important. But why does the ascension matter 
to us today as something we believe in? The ascen-
sion event is recorded in Acts 1:9-11 (New Living 
Translation throughout, emphasis mine). “After 
saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they 
were watching, and they could no longer see him. 
As they strained to see him rising into heaven, two 
white-robed men suddenly stood among them. ‘Men 
of Galilee,’ they said, ‘why are you standing here 

staring into heaven? 
Jesus has been taken 
from you into heaven, 
but someday he will 
return from heaven 
in the same way you 
saw him go!’”

During the 40 days 
after his resurrection, 
Jesus appeared and 
disappeared to his 
followers on various 
occasions. But on this 
particular day, he did 
not just disappear. He 
was lifted up into the 
clouds before their very 

eyes. 
But why was it important that Jesus ascended in 

this way, and did not simply disappear like he did 
during the previous 40 days? If he did not leave 
this way, there would have been stories today about 
where he is. Some would be saying they saw him 
here or there. Jesus himself emphasized this point 
of knowing where he will be and how he will come 
back. “So if someone tells you, ‘Look, the Messiah 
is out in the desert,’ don’t bother to go and look. Or, 

‘Look, he is hiding here,’ don’t believe it!  For as the 
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lightning flashes in the east and shines to the west, 
so it will be when the Son of Man comes” (Matthew 
24:26-27). 

So, Jesus ascended visibly because he would 
return visibly. When Jesus returns, no human on 
earth will not be aware. All humans will be aware, 
and even those who are asleep will wake up. In fact, 
believers who are dead will also wake up and join 
him in the descent.

Concerning the ascension, Paul tells us, “For 
he raised us from the dead along with Christ 
and seated us with him in the heavenly realms 
because we are united with Christ Jesus.” (Ephesians 
2:6). “For you died to this life, and your real life 
is hidden with Christ in God.” (Colossians 3:3). 
So if it is true that we 
have ascended with 
Jesus, and are now 
seated with him at 
the right hand of God, 
we will descend with 
him when he returns. 
Those who have 
died in the faith, and 
those that are in the 
faith and alive, will 
together be caught up 
in the clouds to meet 
Jesus, and the world 
will see Jesus descend 
with all the believers 
with him. By then they 
will be transformed 
into a similar body he 
ascended with, and 
will share in his glory.

ImPlIcatIons of the ascensIon for 
chrIstIans

But what are the practical implications of the 
ascension for Christian believers today? I believe this 
is found in Paul’s letter to the Colossians. He says 
to them, because we have been raised with Christ, 
and are seated with him in the heavenly realms, “set 
your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated 
at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things 
above, not on earthly things.” (Colossians 3:1-2). 
The hope of the resurrection and the return of Christ 
makes believers live like kingdom citizens, because 
they are citizens of heaven. (Philippians 3:20).

the ascensIon GIves us hoPe

It is this belief which spurred the Apostles to 
forsake everything and pursue the kingdom of God 
at great cost. The same belief made Paul write the 
following to the Philippians with tears in his eyes: 

“Dear brothers and sisters, pattern your lives after 
mine, and learn from those who follow our example. 
For I have told you often before, and I say it again 
with tears in my eyes, that there are many whose 
conduct shows they are really enemies of the cross of 
Christ. They are headed for destruction. Their god is 

their appetite, they brag about shameful things, and 
they think only about this life here on earth. But we 
are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus 
Christ lives. And we are eagerly waiting for him 
to return as our Savior. He will take our weak 
mortal bodies and change them into glorious 
bodies like his own, using the same power with 
which he will bring everything under his control. 
(Philippians 3:17-21 NLT).

Christians are like the woman who was engaged 
to be married when war broke out. Her fiancé was 
sent to war. Before he left he promised her that he 
would come back, and when he came back she 
must be ready to marry him. After he had left she 
got the wedding dress done to her size. Since then 
she started watching her weight to make sure that 

when her man returns 
she will be able to fit 
into her dress. She 
stopped flirting with 
other men. Everybody 
knew she was waiting 
for her man. Her 
whole life reflected 
that. Each month she 
would go into her 
bedroom and fit the 
dress to make sure 
she had not gained 
weight. One day as 
she was busy fitting 
her dress, there was 
a knock on the door. 
She went to check 
who it was, still 
wearing the dress. As 
she opened the door, 

there he was! Her man was back! He could not 
believe his eyes. His bride was ready. With tears in 
his eyes, he said to her, “When I said you must be 
ready to marry me when I return, I had no idea you 
would be this ready…” 

Like this woman, Christians also await their 
bridegroom, and as they wait, they live like those 
who wait, those with hope. The bridegroom says to 
us: “Look, I am coming soon, bringing my reward 
with me to repay all people according to their deeds.” 
(Revelation 22:12). When people in the world look 
at you, can they say, “Yes, this man, this woman, is 
waiting for her LORD.” We live like people with hope 
for something. The ascension gives us that hope.

May the Ascension be a perpetual reminder for 
you that this Jesus who ascended into heaven “will 
return from heaven in the same way you saw 
him go.” And may that knowledge transform you 
and how you live your life today! 

Incidentally, Ascension Day this year falls on 
Thursday 17th May.  F2F

If you would like to learn more about the resurrection and ascension, 
you may visit our website: www.gci.org/jesus/inchrist
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The Bible is a complex book, 
but it has a simple message. 

There’s enough wisdom in it for a life-
time of detailed study and there is also wisdom that 
beginners can easily find. Here are a few basic rules 
to get you started on the right foot.

If you have never read a 1,000-page book, the 
Bible may seem difficult and unapproachable. The 
strange names and strange 
customs might be intimidating. 
But perhaps you want to read 
the Bible, despite its difficulties, 
because you have heard that 
it can tell you more about the 
God who made you and who 
loves you. It can tell you about 
Jesus, your Savior, and what he 
did and taught. There’s treasure 
hidden somewhere in this book, 
but you aren’t quite sure how to 
go about finding it.

Here are five simple rules to 
help you:

start

It is a big book and nothing will change that. 
The only way to begin is to begin. The ten-mile 
hike begins with the first step. So start reading! But 
don’t try to read it all at one time. The Bible wasn’t 
designed for fast reading. It is not a novel, a mystery, 
or a thriller. Rather, it is a collection of different types 
of writing.

Genesis, for example, contains several types 
of story covering several major characters. Each 
requires some thought of its own, so don’t be in 
a hurry to rush onward just to say you’ve done it. 

Take your time, a little bit each day. Structure your 
schedule so that you will have some time set aside 
for this. But where do you start?

Genesis has some interesting stories, and Exodus 
starts with a great story, but then the story slows 
dramatically, and most people lose interest by the 
time they get to Leviticus and Numbers, which are 
even slower.

It’s probably better to start in the New Testament, 
with the stories of Jesus. Mark is 
a fast-moving Gospel, and Acts 
has a great story flow. This will 
then put Paul’s letters in context.

Don’t feel obligated to read 
everything “in order”—the 
Christians in Rome did just fine 
reading Romans first. Feel free 
to skip around a bit, reading 
the Gospel of Luke, then the 
letter of Hebrews, or whatever. 
Later, you might want to try an 
Old Testament book, such as 
Psalms or Samuel.

When you begin each book, 
put the date on the first page. 
That way you’ll know which 

books you’ve read, and which you haven’t. Eventu-
ally you’ll get to them all—if you keep at it.

You may want to get a modern translation, too. 
There’s nothing especially holy or helpful about 
400-year-old English. Try the New International 
Version, the New Living Translation, or other easier 
versions.

read

If you read only one sentence, you might misun-
derstand it. For example, if I shout “Fire!” you might 

Joseph Tkach

Five 
simple 
rules for 
Bible study

w w w. f a c e 2 f a c e . o r g . z a1 0



not know whether I am warning you of danger, or 
telling you to shoot a gun. The word needs a context 
before you can understand it.

The same is true of sentences in Scripture. For 
example, “No one is greater in this house than I am. 
My master has withheld nothing from me except 
you.” To understand this sentence, we need to know 
who is speaking, who he is speaking to, and why. 
We need a context.

So if you want to understand what is going 
on, you need to read passages, not lift sentences 
off the page as if they had independent meaning. 
Sometimes they do, but most often they do not, and 
the only way to know whether 
they do is to read at least a few 
sentences before and some 
after, to get a feeling for what 
the passage as a whole is 
talking about. Who is talking, 
who is doing what, and why?

Many modern translations 
help us see the context by 
putting the words into para-
graphs and giving subtitles 
for the major sections. These 
markers are usually a helpful 
indication of where one subject 
stops and another starts. The 
point is to read each verse in 
context, not as a totally inde-
pendent thought.

ask

Unfortunately, we don’t understand everything 
we read. We don’t understand everything in a 
modern novel or movie, either, but we can nonethe-
less enjoy the flow of the story. But when it comes to 
the Bible, people often get troubled when they don’t 
understand everything. After all, it is a message 
from God, and we are supposed to understand it, 
and we feel stupid when we don’t.

OK, let’s make it clear: Nobody understands 
all of the Bible, even after studying it for 50 years. 
Nobody understands everything the first time they 
read it. (Some people think they do, but they have 
a bigger problem!) When it comes to the things of 
God, we are all a little bit ignorant. So relax. If you 
don’t understand something, ask questions. Ask the 
Bible. (Talk out loud if you want to, but don’t expect 
to hear any voices.)

Ask the Bible: Who is talking here? How does he 
or she feel? Why are these people doing things this 
way? Would I probably do the same thing? Are we 
supposed to take this literally, or is it really talking 
about something else? Is it something good, or 
something bad? Is there anything in the text itself to 
give me clues to help me understand?

Sometimes the answers are clear, sometimes they 
are not. Sometimes we just have to write a big ques-
tion mark in the margin and move onward. That’s 
just the way the Bible is. Maybe we’ll understand 

it five years later. Maybe a Bible handbook could 
help us understand. We don’t know, but what we 
know for sure is that we don’t understand it right 
now. That’s OK. Sometimes it’s just best to move on 
to another passage. It’s OK to have questions.

talk

Often, the things you don’t understand, someone 
else does—and vice versa. So when we have ques-
tions about the meaning of the Bible, we can talk 
about it with other Christians. They may have 
already studied the very same question, and may 
be able to make it clear.

Or you might want to share 
something you learned and 
enjoyed. Perhaps you’ve seen 
a proverb that applies to a situ-
ation you are in. Perhaps you 
have read a story of faith that 
you wish you had. Or maybe 
it was a glimpse of how great 
God is. Talk about these things, 
too, to encourage one another.

The New Testament describes 
the early church as a fellowship, 
as a group of people who spoke 
often to one another about the 
things of God. They devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ 
teachings. They enjoyed what 

they learned, and talked about their joy.
In the modern world, Christians often talk before 

or after church, or in small groups that meet during 
the week in homes—small groups that meet for 
the specific purpose of praying together, discussing 
Scripture, and helping one another. One of these 
groups could help you in your Bible reading. So 
that’s a good step for better understanding: Talk 
about the Bible with other Christians.

don’t stoP

Since it’s a big book and since we don’t under-
stand it all the first time, it is essential that we keep 
at it. If you really want to understand how God 
speaks to us through the Bible, then you need to 
form a life-long habit of reading, thinking, and 
talking about the Bible.

We will die before we know it all—there is always 
more to learn. This should be a motivation to keep 
at it, not to quit. There are indeed treasures hidden 
in the Bible, and it takes patience and persistence to 
seek them out. Some gems we can find right away; 
others will come to light only after many years. 
There’s always something waiting for us to see.

And we all have to admit it, we aren’t getting 
any younger. We forget things. We forget lessons 
we once learned, we forget promises we once knew. 
If we aren’t refreshing our memory of Scripture, 
then we will be slowly losing something we once 
had. Out of sight, out of mind.

So don’t quit—keep reading the Book!  F2F

w w w. f a c e 2 f a c e . o r g . z a 1 1



Expedient 
Indeed

“I tell you the truth: it 
is expedient for you 
that I go away …”  

  (John 16:7 KJV).
Jesus said it, so it’s true—and the obedient 

disciple in me accepts it. But hasn’t always under-
stood it. What is it about the Master’s departure 
that is expedient for his followers? Perhaps that’s 
why he reinforces the concept by assuring us that 
it’s true—because he knew we’d have difficulty with 
it at times. I sure have!

Surely this Christian walk would be much 
enhanced by having a walking, talking, flesh-and-
blood Jesus around us for encouragement, teaching 
and exhortation. For us, “expedient for you” often 
does battle with “where are you, Lord?” In short, 
deep down, we’d really like to see, hear and touch 
him.

But the truth is, we do have his live, literal pres-
ence with us: his live, non-bodily presence—the 
one he calls “the Comforter”—the Holy Spirit—the 
one who not only walks alongside, living with us, 
but who also lives—literally—within us. Both with 
us and within us.

Our desire for Jesus’ literal presence has been 
granted—his way, which is better than our way by 
about as much as heaven is over earth (Isaiah 55:9). 
He has not left us bereft, like orphans. Despite his 
physical absence, he is nonetheless with us continu-
ously, as he promised he would be, in the person 
of the parakletos, “the Comforter”—the non-bodily, 
yet literal presence of the Father and the Son who 

“come” to us and make their “home” with us (John 
14:23).

So, what makes all  this “expedient” for us? 
What’s going on that makes this the optimum 
arrangement?

IntercessIon! 

Our merciful and faithful High Priest, personally 
experienced in the full range of human feelings, 
intercedes—having reconciled us with God. The 
Captain of our Salvation completes his glorious 
work in partnership—as one—with the Comforter.

At the right hand of the Father, he mediates in 

Kerry Gubb
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an intercessory role known to many as “justifica-
tion”—the means by which we have been forgiven 
of our sins, our record clear, his own righteousness 
attributed to us.

he knoWs the father’s heart

What does it mean that Jesus “ever” (perpetual—
at all times) intercedes for us?  Many people unwit-
tingly default to a mental image of the kind-hearted 
Son pleading each and every case before a stern-
faced, reluctant Judge sitting with his arms folded 
and foot tapping impatiently, salivating at the 
chance to pass sentence. “Father, forgive him … ”, 

“Father, forgive her … ”, “Father, forgive … ”, in an 
endless litany of anxious appeal, our lives forever 
tenuously in the balance. This grossly distorts the 
reality of God.

The Christ who said “Do not be afraid, little flock, 
for your Father has been pleased to give you the 
kingdom” (Luke 12:32), is not busy trying to change 
the Father’s mind about us. He knows the Father’s 
heart, even if we don’t yet.

It was the Father who sent his Son into the world, 
not to condemn it, but to save it—precisely because 
he  loved it so much (John 3:16-17). The Father isn’t 
reluctant, stern or cruel. He and the Son and the 
Spirit are eternally one, and that means they are 
eternally one in their love for and faithfulness to us 
(John 14:20).

Jesus’ intercession for us is not a torrent of impas-
sioned pleas. It’s implicit in his very presence at the 
right hand of the Father: our humanity is redeemed 
and glorified in him. He is our perfect substitute 
and representative. His being there is the fullness 
and wholeness of his intercession for us and the 
Father’s acceptance of us on his behalf. The price 
of our salvation has already been paid, once for all 
time (Hebrews 9:26).

Our redeemed humanity now sits in the very 
presence of God in the person of Jesus Christ, who 
in his life, death, resurrection and ascension has 
included us in himself as the beloved children of the 
Father. And all this is because of God’s “great love 
for us,” because he is “rich in mercy,” and that’s 
how he felt about us even when we “were dead in 
transgressions” (Ephesians 2:4-7). 

But there’s still a “meantime,” isn’t there? 
Forgiven, redeemed and included though we are, 
we still sin. So difficult, while still in the flesh, to live 
a life day-to-day, “down here,” that is completely 
in tune with what is already true of us “up there,” 
isn’t it? 

a GrIm realIty …

Except for the presence of the parakletos: the 
“Comforter alongside,” the invisible presence of 
Jesus Christ here on earth, where we really need 
him!

 Concurrent with Jesus’ intercession of “justifica-
tion” in heaven, we have the Holy Spirit’s interces-
sion of “rectification” here on earth: with us and 
within us (John 14:17). The work of the Comforter 

is directed toward the same result: the complete 
fulfillment of our salvation. You might say that the 
Comforter helps us live life in the light of Christ’s 
saving achievement.

 What’s going on in the Father’s presence is a 
done deal. As Jesus completed his earthly work, he 
said: “It is finished” (John 19:30). That’s what he 
meant. What’s going on “down here” is a life of 
faith and hope, bridging the huge gap between 
what we still are in the flesh and the fullness of the 
done deal in heaven. What’s already true in heaven 
is the source and reason for our resilience and 
endurance to fight the good fight, finish the race, 
keep the faith and receive the crown. And bringing 
all this together is parakletos, “the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus Christ from the dead,” the one who 
lives in us and through whom the Father “will also 
give life” to our “mortal bodies” (Romans 8:11).

There’s an  interesting contrast between the way 
the ancient Israelite high priests did their work of 
intercession for the people and the way the book 
of Hebrews describes Jesus’ finished work on our 
behalf. The ancient high priests did their work 
standing. “But,” Hebrews 10:11-12 tells us, “when 
this priest [Jesus] had offered for all time one sacri-
fice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God.” 

He sat down because his all-encompassing and 
eternal priestly work was done. “It is finished.” What 
remains now is the life of faith. And parakletos has 
it covered. He’s called “the Helper” in some Bible 
translations. But we need to understand something: 
The Holy Spirit is not the “tiger in our tank.” He 
doesn’t somehow supercharge our own efforts to 
walk this walk. He’s not a tool we use. The fact is, he 
uses us. He guides us into truth (John 14:26), and 
one with the Father and the Son, works with our 
conscience and ethical values, leads our thinking, 
brings our minds, intellects and hearts into line with 
God. Through the Spirit, Jesus even redeems and 
heals our weak and limited prayers, offering them 
to the Father as his own on our behalf and in our 
stead (Romans 8:26). 

So the Father’s answer to the Son’s prayers in 
the Spirit on our behalf is always “yes.” Not neces-
sarily “yes” to exactly what we had in mind when 
we asked in weakness—but rather, “yes” to our 
prayers as they are redeemed and transformed by 
him through the Spirit.

and our Part In all thIs?

Trust! Believe! Appreciate! Give thanks! In the 
love and grace of God be led and strengthened by 
the Comforter! 

Just as Jesus said, it was expedient that he goes 
away that we might never be alone. 

Expedient indeed!   F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey
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Waters of life
Sometimes we forget what 

a blessing it is to be able 
to open a tap and have 

fresh, clean, cool water gush 
out. Many are not as fortunate.

I am often reminded of this on my trips into 
the more rural areas of Southern Africa. A 25 
litre container and a several kilometre walk to the 
nearest muddy stream provide enough water to 
keep a household alive for another day. 

This thought inspired our recent trip into Zambesi, 
one of the Northern provinces in Mozambique, on 
a well digging project. Grace Communion Interna-
tional has about 80 congregations in Mozambique, 
all rural, and none of the villages where the churches 
are situated have easy access to fresh water. Some 
of our congregations in Canada had very gener-
ously offered to finance this initiative in the hope 
of bettering the quality of life of our brothers and 

sisters in Mozambique.
Accompanied by two friends and trailers loaded 

with concrete pipes, we headed for Morrumbala, 
a small village north of the mighty Zambezi River 
where GCI Mozambique is establishing its head-
quarters.

Although we travelled for four days, slept along-
side the road or in the front seat of the vans parked 
behind some remote service station, the incred-
ible welcome we received when we finally arrived, 
accompanied by much singing and dancing in true 
African style, made the long trip all worthwhile. We 
collapsed exhausted into our tents!

Early the next morning, we three intrepid first-
time well diggers arose, hoping beyond hope that 
we would be successful and be able to assist the 
village by providing them with easily accessible 
fresh water for the first time in their lives. Two sites 
were chosen, one directly in the village where 
Pastor Mariano Binzi (GCI National leader) lives, 
and the other on the GCI church property, which 
is on a crossroads and would provide many more 

Tim Maguire
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COMRADES – MORE thAn A COMpEtitiOn

Every year, usually around autumn to early winter, 
there is a marathon run in South Africa which has 
won international recognition and participation. This 
is the Comrades Marathon, a 90km, 12 hour gruelling 
race which attracts every 
kind of participant imagi-
nable—short, tall, male, 
female, thin, fat, young, 
old, black, white, and 
anything in between. 

The goal of the 
majority of runners is 
not to win the race by 
aiming to come first, 
but simply to cross the 
finishing line. All who 
manage this are given a 
certificate in recognition 
of the achievement. If 
you make it to the end in 
the allotted 12 hours, you 
are a winner! Participants 
have been known to help 
each other along, offer 
support and even help 
fallen ‘comrades’ to their 
feet. There’s an atmosphere of “we’re in this together.”  
One of the oldest people ever to run this race was over 
80 years of age, and he made it in 11 hours 58 minutes. 
He was a winner although he didn’t come near to first 
place. Characteristically, there was enormous applause 
and cheering as he crossed the finishing line.

In his letters to Christians in various churches, 

Paul frequently likened our Christian walk (or run) 
to running in a race (1 Corinthians 9:26-27, Galatians 
2:2) The writer of Hebrews also says, “…let us run 
with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us 

fix our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of 
our faith…” (Hebrews 
12:1-2). 

Jesus last words 
before he died were, “It 
is finished” (John 19:30). 
At that moment the 
curtain of the temple was 
torn in two from top to 
bottom (Matthew 27:51). 
This moment ushered 
in victory over Satan, 
mankind set free, and 
the relationship between 
God and man restored. 
In John 12:32, Jesus said, 

“And I, when I am lifted up 
from the earth, will draw 
all people to myself.” The 
moment had arrived for 
all to be drawn to Christ.

Having received salvation and the Holy Spirit 
which empowers us to do God’s will, we, like Jesus, 
must set our eyes on the finishing line. We need to 
grow—develop dedication, desire and urgency to see 
God’s work, which we are, come to completion. It calls 
for our zealous participation.

Emmanuel Clifford

locals with water.
Teams of diggers were assembled, the pipes 

unloaded, and digging commenced, with the local 
chief removing the first spade-full of earth.

Fortunately the ground was soft and sandy and 
the progress at first was rapid, with the diggers 
driven by the excitement of the project. As we 
progressed deeper, buckets were used to haul up 
the soil being removed, and further rings were 
positioned to protect the workers and the well from 
cave-in.

The diggers worked all through the day and well 
into the night, always hopeful and on the lookout 
for the first signs of water. Early the following day a 
cheer arose as the first well hit water. A few hours 
later we were doubly rewarded with water in the 
second well back in the village, just about 5m below 
the surface. 

We departed three days after arriving, with 
one well completed and the second just requiring 
another half metre of deepening to increase the 
water supply. I knew that from then on, life in the 
village would never be the same again. 

I couldn’t help but think of the analogy that 

Christ used, of him being the source of living waters, 
and that those who thirst should come and drink of 
his eternal waters, and never thirst again.

The Holy Spirit, or gift that Christ offered to the 
Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well is compared to 
a fountain of water (John 4:10).He imparts growth 
and gives life. Without a relationship with God, 
which is made possible through Christ’s sacrifice 
and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, we remain 
spiritually dead and lifeless, living in much the same 
state as so many in Mozambique do. They survived 
from day to day, unaware that the amazing gift of 
water that was right there with them, but they just 
did not see it.

Next time you open your tap, give a thought to 
those who are less fortunate than you, and who 
don’t enjoy free access to such an endless stream 
of living water! You will probably never have the 
chance to dig a well for somebody who needs life 
giving water, but there are many who thirst spir-
itually, and don’t realise that Christ is at hand and 
they never need thirst again. Why don’t you offer to 
show them the well of life, where they can drink and 
never thirst again?  F2F

w w w. f a c e 2 f a c e . o r g . z a 1 5



BEING HUMAN
Bill Winn

After a long dry spell, the 
rain was welcome. 

My family and I watched the huge drops fall on 
our thirsty lawn and the struggling dogwood trees I 
had planted earlier in the spring. We listened to the 
song the raindrops were playing on our roof. It was 
like experiencing nature’s musical ensemble.

The soothing rhythm of the rain-drop melody 
was rudely interrupted by a cacophonous, off-beat, 
out of sync crash. It was as if the kettle drummer or 
cymbalist in a symphony had stuck his instrument at 
the wrong time. With this single clap of thunder, the 
house lights went out.

It was late in the evening when the power company 
arrived to restore the electricity. A 1.5-million-volt 
lightning bolt had melted our transformer, and the 
three-man crew and their equipment would need 
access through our yard to replace it.

It was nearly 10 p.m. when the crew moved their 
equipment into the work area in our yard. They told 
me that the three of them had worked together on 
the same crew for almost 30 years. I asked if I could 
hang out and watch them work.

I spent the next five hours fascinated by how well 
the crew worked together. These three men knew 
each other so well that they sometimes seemed to 
function as one person. They gave me a small sense 
of how the Father, Son, and Spirit relate. They even 
drew me into their relationship. I loaned them a 
shovel and helped them take down a part of a fence 
that was blocking access to the work site.

They were three close friends and they were just 
enjoying being themselves and sharing the joy of 
their friendship with me. 

They finished at 3 a.m. As I helped them load up 
their tools, one of the men asked me the question I 
had hoped all night would not be asked.

“What do you do for a living?” Cornered and on 

the spot, I said, “I’m a pastor.” With those words 
everything we had shared that night ended. All three 
men stiffened, and one even corrected his posture, 
as if he were not standing straight enough to be in 
the presence of a “minister.” In a flash the conver-
sation turned superficially religious. They became 
nervous and not at all like the comfortable, rela-
tional people with whom I was interacting earlier. It 
was as if they had gone from real people to plastic 
and fake robots. Instantly and automatically I had 
been excluded from their circle of friendship.

Religion does that to people. It makes them think 
that being real, being really human, is either wrong 
or not good enough. It teaches us to be ashamed 
of or embarrassed about who we are. It teaches 
us that God is around only when we’re acting or 
thinking “religiously.”

This is all wrong. The gospel is not religion; it is 
good news. It teaches us that God is always present 
with us in all the “everyday” things we do, and that 
he loves being with us. The Son of God became 
flesh, one of us, Jesus, because God values us in 
every detail. In Jesus, who is our life (Colossians 3:4), 
we are redeemed, made righteous and brought into 
the love and the joy of life he shares with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit.

We are no more or less in the presence of God 
at church than we are at any other time in our lives 
— working, enjoying life and in our interactions 
with loved ones, friends, co-workers and people we 
have just met. If we truly live and move and have 
our being in Jesus (Acts 22:17), then are we not 
always in his company?

That means we are free to be ourselves every-
where and anywhere, all the time. We can be 
ourselves when we’re fixing transformers. We 
can be ourselves when we’re cracking jokes and 
making new friends. And we can be ourselves in 
the company of pastors. 

We can even be ourselves with God.  F2F
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Bongeka Pono

A friend of mine was recently involved in a car 
accident, but luckily nobody got hurt and he only 
had a few scrapes and bruises. After the accident he 
became depressed and was considering taking his 
own life. He confided in me and told me that he felt 
like a failure and was not sure about his place in life 
anymore; he said he was better dead than alive. He 
even felt like God and his family 
had turned against him, making 
him feel all alone and with no 
one to turn to.

His story really touched my 
heart, because as young adults 
we ask ourselves why we are 
here and what our purpose in 
life is. Some of us, like my friend, 
lose hope and resort to substance 
abuse and even worse, commit-
ting suicide. We spend most of 
our lives searching for answers 
that we assume will come to us 
if we look for them based on our 
own understanding. But what if 
the answers to all life’s questions were right in front 
of us all the time? Do we choose not to see or hear 
them?  Like all roller-coasters, life has its ups and 
downs and twists and turns. Young people tend to 
end up in a really dark place and it seems like there 
is no way out.

 But there is a way out; there is always a light 
at the end of the tunnel. That light is Jesus Christ. 
He says: “Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened and I will give you rest…For my yoke is 

easy and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28).
Pray to God and let him guide you to that light 

shining down that long seemingly endless tunnel 
of darkness. No matter how hard life gets, He is 
always there by your side holding your hand. “And 
surely I will be with you always to the very end of the 
age” (Matthew 28:20). God never allows us to be 

tested beyond what we can bear 
(1 Corinthians 10:13). All you 
need to do is trust him to help 
you pass that test.  Surround 
yourself with people that love 
and care for you; be thankful 
for all he has blessed you with. 
The gift of life is too precious to 
think negative and destructive 
thoughts. Life is an uphill battle 
but in the end it is all worth it. 

I am not an expert in this 
subject called life; I have my 
own questions about it and what 
my purpose on earth is, but God 
has blessed me with a voice (or 

a pen) to tell you not to give up on yourself or him. 
To tell you that he is there guiding you every step of 
the way. I hope this article reaches out to you and 
gives you that glimmer of hope that no matter how 
tough things get, God is with you always.

By the way, my friend is getting along fine. He 
realises God has a purpose for him, and he’s much 
encouraged by the support of family and friends.  

F2F

Light at the 
end of the 

tunnel
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Michael Morrison

A Model for All Believers: 
A StuDy OF 1 thESSALOniAnS 1

After a short ministry in Thes-
salonica, Paul was forced 
to leave (Acts 17:1-10). 

Probably less than a year later, Paul heard that 
the believers there were being persecuted. Paul 
wrote to reassure them that their faith and suffer-
ings were not in vain.

salutatIon

Verse 1 presents the authors and the audience: 
“Paul, silas and timothy, to the church of the 
thessalonians in God the father and the lord 
Jesus christ: Grace and peace to you.”

This letter does not follow some of the literary 
patterns Paul used in other letters. He says nothing 
about who he is, either as an apostle or servant of 
Christ. He names the church as being of the people 
(rather than “church of God”) and says that they are 

“in God” (rather than “in Christ”).
He begins the letter with grace, and ends it 

with grace (5:28), but never uses the word grace 
anywhere else. Apparently the Thessalonians were 
not worried about the way in which Christ saved 
them; they had other pastoral needs.

receIved WIth Joy (verses 2-6)

Greek letters often began with a brief prayer. 
Paul says that he has been praying about the 
believers in Thessalonica: “We always thank God 
for all of you, and continually mention you in 
our prayers. We remember before our God 
and father your work produced by faith, your 
labor prompted by love, and your endurance 
inspired by hope in our lord Jesus christ.”

Paul begins with faith, love and hope, observing 
that each of these virtues has results in a person’s 
behavior. He will later say more about how hope 
helps us endure difficulties, and the kind of life that 
flows from faith.

Paul assures the readers that they did not make 
a mistake in accepting the message: “for we know, 
brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has 
chosen you, because our gospel came to you 
not simply with words, but also with power, 
with the holy spirit and deep conviction.”

Was the power in the preaching, or seen in the 
people who believed? What did the Holy Spirit do? 
Was conviction in the preachers, or in the audience? 
Paul does not write enough for us to be sure.

Paul notes how the people responded: “you 

know how we lived among you for your sake. 
you became imitators of us and of the lord; 
for you welcomed the message in the midst of 
severe suffering with the joy given by the holy 
spirit.” Paul does not say what he did, other than 
living “for your sake.” He does not say what aspect 
of Jesus’ life they imitated, but his comment does 
imply that he told people something about the way 
Jesus lived.

an eXemPlary faIth (verses 7-10)

Paul’s focus is not so much the example he set, 
but the example that the Thessalonians set—an 
example that had begun to teach other people: 

“and so you became a model to all the believers 
in macedonia and achaia.” Paul praises them 
for what they did, indirectly encouraging them 
to continue in it despite the troubles they faced. 
Unbelievers in Thessalonica may despise them, but 
people from other places admire them.

Their example spread like ripples in a pond: 
“the lord’s message rang out from you not 
only in macedonia and achaia—your faith in 
God has become known everywhere.”  Paul 
really doesn’t mean “everywhere”—this exaggera-
tion is an example of motivational rhetoric, not an 
objective description of facts.

Paul follows that with another figure of speech: 
“therefore we do not need to say anything 
about it, for they themselves report what 
kind of reception you gave us”. Paul could go 
into other cities and people would say, “I hear that 
people in Thessalonica believed your message. 
What were you preaching?”

Paul repeats major elements of the message: 
“they tell how you turned to God from idols to 
serve the living and true God, and to wait for 
his son from heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming 
wrath.” This was Paul’s message for pagans: 
repent of idolatry, serve God, and believe in Jesus, 
who died and was resurrected and will return, and 
through him we are saved from the judgment.

Paul does not say what the “wrath” is, nor the 
way in which Jesus rescues us. This letter does not 
even mention the cross; it is designed more for 
motivation than for instruction.  F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey

 
BiBlE study
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On January 30, 1933, 
German President 
Paul von Hinden-

burg appointed Adolf Hitler 
Chancellor of Germany. 

But less than two months 
later, Hitler was the nation’s 
dictator.

Many German Christians 
at first openly welcomed 
Hitler’s Nazi party to power as 
a historic moment of Christ’s 
work on earth through and 
for the Aryan “Volk.” A 
leading Lutheran theologian 
wrote in 1934, “Our Protes-
tant churches have welcomed 
the turning point of 1933 as 
a gift and miracle of God.”

A “faith party” of “German 
Christians” began to develop 
and grow in influence. In 
their first national convention in April 1933, in 
Berlin, the delegates stated their goal to reorganize 
the 27 Protestant regional churches in Germany 
into a single, national church under the leadership 
of a national bishop.

The “German Christians” published a number 
of programmatic papers during 1932-1933 that 
give us an insight into their hopes and goals. They 
wanted an evangelical church rooted in German 
nationhood based on an Aryan model. “We want 
a vital national Church that will express all the 
spiritual forces of our people,” stated one “German 
Christian” document from 1932.

On June 28, 1933, with Hitler’s authorization, 
Ludwig Müller, a fervent Nazi, took over chairman-
ship of the council of the Federation of the 27 regional 
Protestant churches. A new constitution established 
a single “Protestant Reich Church.” On September 
27, 1933, Müller was elected national bishop by a 
synod dominated by “German Christians.”

Restrictions were immediately placed on the 
clergy. They had to be “politically reliable” and 
accept the superiority of the Aryan race. Pressure 
was exerted to expel Jewish Christians from ministry. 
The Nazi “Führer Principle” was to be adopted by 
the churches, which was a claim that Hitler was 

“lord” over the German church and that its Christ 
and Christianity were uniquely Aryan.

confessInG church  
and Barmen

Some German Protestant 
pastors, led by Martin Niemöller 
(1892-1984), stood in opposition 
to the “German Christians.” In 
September 1933, Niemöller sent 
a letter to all German pastors, 
inviting them to join a Pastors’ 
Emergency League. Niemöller 
asked the 
pastors to 
p l e d g e 
themselves 
to be 

bound to Christ as Lord, 
teach the gospel message 
of the Scriptures and the 
historic Confessions of 
the Church. Aryanism, 
a doctrine of racial 
superiority, was to 
be rejected as anti-
Christian teaching.

The Protestant  
Church in Hitler’s 
 Germany and the  

Barmen Declaration
Paul Kroll

 
ChurCh history
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Is it moral 
for God to kill?

In his book The God Delu-
sion Richard Dawkins, a 
well known atheist, vindic-

tively describes God as a jealous 
butcher who kills men, women 
and children indiscriminately 
for the pettiest of reasons. 

Furthermore he paints God out to be an unjust 
control freak, a racist and an ethnic cleanser 
amongst a number of other nasty things. They 
say these things with one clear question in mind… 

“Why would you serve such a terrible God?”
I believe that the central issue to this debate 

is not whether God kills, because we all know 
he does, but rather whether it is moral or right 
for God to kill humans. If we can establish that 
it is moral for God to kill humans, then the 
manner and timing of such an act should not be 
a problem.

God Is the author of moralIty

How do we know that murder, rape or child 
molestation is wrong? We know it because God 
has written a moral code into our very beings. 
Without a universal moral code we would have 
no way to judge what is wrong or right. Every-
thing would then be relative.  

God is the author of morality and decides what 
is wrong or right. It is therefore, as the moral 
law giver, God’s right to decree that “You shall 
not murder” (Exodus 20:13), while reserving the 
right for himself to kill as a means to dispense 
justice. 

In fact when we read the Old Testament we 
find that in certain cases, when the situation 

Shaun de Greeff
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warrants it, God affords humans the responsibility 
to dispense justice, such as in the case of state sanc-
tioned capital punishment.

the flood, sodom and Gomorrah 
 and the amalekItes

This right of God to protect the continuation of 
society by killing wicked humans and to dispense 
justice saturates the Old Testament

noah’s flood, for example is a classic case of 
God’s judgment. In Genesis 6:11-13 we read “Now 
the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of 
violence. So God said to Noah, ‘I am going to put an 
end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence 
because of them. I am surely going to destroy both 
them and the earth.’” God then speaks to Noah and 
instructs him to build an ark for the coming flood. 
When we add to this information what we obtain 
in 2 Peter 2:5 and Hebrews 11:7, where Noah is 
described as a “preacher of righteousness” and 
someone who “condemned the world,“ we get a 
clear picture that the people surrounding Noah had 
fair warning of the impending judgment to come 
(Some have suggested that the ark took anything 
between 50 to 100 years to complete).1 God did 
not decide to wipe out the world on a whim. It was 
a consequence of a society that had become terribly 
corrupt over a long period of time.

sodom and Gomorrah is another classic 
example. These cities were destroyed in Genesis 
19:24 by fire from heaven. Men, women and chil-
dren were consumed by the flames. Once again 
they were not innocent. The society had become 
so corrupt that God needed to remove it in the 
interests of those around it and those to come. In 
Genesis 18:20 God declares … “The outcry against 
Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so 
grievous that I will go down and see if what they 
have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached 
me.” Abraham, who is present at that time, starts 
to bargain with God to spare the cities. He starts 
off by asking God if he will spare them if there are 
50 righteous people and eventually bargains God 
down to sparing the cities for the sake of 10 right-
eous people, but alas, ten righteous people are not 
to be found.

Some might argue that when God bargained 
with Abraham in this manner he was taking human 
suffering lightly. I contend that God already knew 
the answer and was engaging in this barter with 
Abraham to show Abraham the exact opposite. In 
other words, God was showing Abraham that he 
was prepared to spare the city for 10 righteous 
people but that Lot and his family were the only 
righteous ones left.

God then sends his angels into Sodom. When 
the men in the city find out about the angels they try 
to take them by force and rape them, but Lot (Abra-
ham’s cousin who lived in Sodom) offers his two 
virgin daughters to them instead. The men refuse 
the daughters and try to storm the house into which 
the angels had retreated. The angels strike the men 
blind, and rescue Lot and his family. 

But Sodom and Gomorrah did not become 
corrupt overnight. In Genesis 13:13 we read, “Now 
the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning 

greatly against the LORD.” There are many years 
(some have argued for as much as 25 years), that 
pass between this first introduction to the cities 
when Lot moved there, and when Abraham and 
Melchizedek, a high priest of God, and the King of 
Sodom, meet. 

the example of the amalekites is especially 
interesting. In this case God uses humans to dispense 
justice. The Amalekites were a warlike nation. They 
were hell-bent on destroying the Israelites and 
routinely allied themselves with other nations to 
wipe Israel off the face of the earth (Judges 6:3-5). 
After Israel’s exodus from Egypt their first military 
confrontation was with the Amalekites who had a 
nasty habit of attacking people who were lagging 
behind. The Amalekites were wiped out, but only 
after God had allowed them more than 400 years 
to change their ways

Time and time again, killing humans  is used  to 
protect the ongoing integrity of broader society and 
as a means of judgment. God never does anything 
in an arbitrary manner.  It is just not in his nature.

Through these, and many, many more  
     examples, we can see a pattern emerge:

1) People do really bad things. 
2) Most times, only when things get beyond  

 the point of no return, God acts.
3) God gives the people opportunity to repent.  

 Either through long periods of exposure 
 to the truth or by direct warning (for  

 example, Jonah to Nineveh, the prophets 
 to Israel, Judah and the other nations.)

4) God delivers judgment if people  
 do not change.

our PhysIcal BodIes are 
destIned to dIe

For most humans their eventual death will not 
be as a direct result of God killing them. Unlike the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, the vast majority 
of humanity will die due to natural disaster, sick-
ness, war, famine and malnutrition or a whole host 
of other reasons , or simply, due to old age. Not 
because God is sitting in a cloud firing off lightning 
bolts at them. 

An earthquake or a tsunami does not necessarily 
come about because God wants to punish people, 
but rather because of pressure building in the 
earth’s crust or tectonic plates pushing against each 
other.  Natural disasters where people die are a 
result of the curse of Genesis 3:17, not particularly 
because of their sins.

Many people die because of the choices that 
other people make, for example in cases of murder 
or war. But this is nothing new; God has allowed 
humans to die as a consequence of the tragic events 
that took place in the Garden of Eden. 

We have to remember that God gave Adam and 
Eve a choice (Genesis 2:17). They chose to disobey 
God and through their choice death entered into the 
world. Each human being is therefore appointed to 
die. So whether you die as a two month old baby 
or as a 105 year old senior citizen, you will die and 
in allowing that to happen, God would have done 

 ...contInues on PG 23
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Gordon Green

Look in a mirror and 
stick out your tongue. 

Do you realise that on that tongue is the 
power to destroy or to give life? Am I exaggerating? 
Think about this: Can you remember a specific criti-
cism you received that deeply hurt you? It may have 
been from your parents, a teacher or a friend. It 
may have been as recently as last week, or sixty or 
seventy years ago. Crushing words.  Embarrassing 
words. I can almost guarantee that you still feel 
the emotional pain or the anger or the guilt as you 
recall them. Words can do that. Words are powerful. 
Their imprint on one’s mind may never be erased.  

King Solomon had much to say about the 
power of words – in fact there is more in Proverbs 
concerning the tongue than any other book of the 
Bible. He wrote; “Reckless words pierce like a sword” 
(Proverbs 12:18).  Picture a soldier pulling his sword 
out of his scabbard, stabbing his enemy, wiping the 
blood off the blade and sliding the sword back into 
its place. In just one swift movement his enemy lies 
dead. In just one short sentence cutting words can 
wound or kill - “You’re stupid” “You’re fat” “You’re 
the reason why your child has problems.” A pastor 
who worked in the New York ghetto’s said; “In all 
my years there I saw very few people who had been 
hurt or destroyed by gun-shot or knives. But people 
destroyed by words were brought into my church 
daily.” 

You’ve heard the childish retort to cruel words, 
“Sticks and stones will break my bones, but words 
can never hurt me.” That’s not true. Words do 
hurt! Words can kill your spirit. Words can kill your 
dreams. Words can handicap and scar you - for 
years – forever.  

Many churches place an emphasis on sins such as 
adultery and stealing and even expel members for 
being involved in them. These types of sins should 
not be condoned but God places an emphasis on 
sins where the church often doesn’t: “Kick out the 
troublemakers and things will quiet down; you need 
a break from bickering and griping!”(Proverbs 22:10, 
The Message Bible). There are some people who 
you just cannot afford to associate with: “A gossip 
betrays a confidence; so avoid a man who talks too 
much. Do not make friends with a hot-tempered man, 
do not associate with one easily angered....” (Prov-
erbs 20:19; 22:24). Words can rip families, business 
ventures, political parties and churches apart. 

constructIve PoWer of the tonGue

There is a better way. Proverbs 10:20 informs us 
that “The tongue of the righteous is choice silver.” 
The right word is like silver – valuable, beautiful – 
and scarce. Words should edify:  “The tongue that 
brings healing is a tree of life” (Proverbs 15:4). This 
is a beautiful image  of the constructive power of 
the tongue. Trees are not only alive but they also 

provide life to 
others as well 
as a place of 
refuge from the 
scorching sun 
and shelter on 
a rainy day. The 
same is true when we 
communicate with healing 
words. You can turn around a 
person’s whole day and outlook on life with 
an encouraging word (Proverbs 12:25). But a word 
of caution: It’s easy to smugly say; “Thankfully I 
don’t lose my temper” or “If I can’t say something 
good about someone I don’t say anything” or “I keep 
confidential things confidential”. That’s admirable. 
But just because we don’t speak like the fool doesn’t 
necessarily make us wise. Don’t miss the stress of 
many of these proverbs - be proactive! Encourage. 
Comfort. Praise. Support.  Do your words make a 
difference in other people’s lives?  

But let’s be realistic. Most of us contribute some 
hurtful words, at least occasionally. Thankfully, 
Solomon gives us many practical workings of wisdom 
that steer us towards being effective communica-
tors. For example, Proverbs 18:13 teaches us that 
the fool answers before listening. He just lets his 
words pour out like water gushing out of a gutter 
spout during heavy rains (Proverbs 15:2). Talk, talk, 
talk!  He is so bound up in himself and therefore 
has to share his thoughts and prove he knows more 
than anyone else. The wise person is different. She 
knows the awesome power of the tongue and so 
takes responsibility for her words and chooses not 
to say hurtful things, even when she has jealous, 
envious and proud thoughts. “A fool gives full vent 
to his anger, but a wise man keeps himself under 
control” (Proverbs 29:11; Proverbs 21:23). 

But there’s more. Being an effective commu-
nicator means more than applying a collection of 
wise sayings. It means shining the spotlight into the 
place where our words originate. The key to wise 
communication is found in Proverbs 4:23 where we 
learn that our lives  – which includes our words - 
are shaped by what we allow our minds to focus 
on. Jesus made it even clearer; “What you say flows 
from what is in your heart” (Luke 6:45 NLT). The way 
we use our tongue is a powerful indicator of what is 
really going on deep down inside of us. 

The truth is that Jesus lives in you. Focus your 
thoughts on him and allow him to be the source of 
your words. Surrender your tongue daily to Jesus 
and his words will begin to pour forth from your lips; 

“From a wise mind comes wise speech” (Proverbs 
16:23 NLT). 

Don’t poison your children’s memories with 
harsh words that will stick to them 20 years from 
now. Don’t continually trouble your marriage or 
friendships by hurtful words. Be different. Make a 
difference. F2F

King Solomon’s Mines
MODERn WiSDOM FROM thE AnCiEnt BOOK 
OF pROVERBS (pARt 9) -  Toxic Talk
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you no wrong. 
The book of Job articulates this very well. He says 

“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I 
will depart. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken 
away; may the name of the LORD be praised” (Job 
1:21). 

God does not owe us anything. Life is a privilege 
that he has given us and not a right that we can 
demand from him.

Abraham understood this very well. He had to 
choose whether to sacrifice his son or not. He knew 
God had promised him that Isaac would be the 
seed through whom God would make Abraham’s 
name great. He trusted that God was the author of 
life and held both life and death in his hands. He 
was rewarded for that trust. Atheists love to use the 
example of Abraham and Isaac to try and illustrate 
how bloodthirsty God is, but neglect to mention two 
things. Firstly that God had no intention of allowing 
Isaac to be killed.  God stops Abraham and provides 
another sacrifice. Secondly that Isaac was a willing 
participant. The sacrifice was a test of Abraham’s 
loyalty, love and trust in God and Isaac prefigured 
Jesus Christ.

death Is not the fInal outcome

In all this talk of death, keep in mind that the 
death of our physical bodies does not necessarily 
signify the end of our existence. When Jesus was 
confronted with the issue of death he had a very 
interesting way of looking at it. In Mark 5:39, 
Matthew 9:24 and John 11:11, Jesus raised people 

from the dead and in each instance he referred to 
them as being asleep prior to their resurrection. 
To God the death of the physical body is like the  
person going to sleep. It is not necessarily the end 
of their existence.

conclusIon

It is not immoral for God to kill us, nor allow us to 
die. God determines the standards for morality. We 
are suffering the consequences of a world doomed 
to die because of sin. We are not doomed to die 
because we are innocent, but because we are guilty. 

God does not owe us anything. He does not do 
us any wrong by killing us or by allowing us to die. 
Ultimately the death of the physical body does not 
necessarily constitute the end for us. 

That is the good news that Jesus came to give 
us, which is that God loved the world so much that 
through Jesus’ sacrifice, everyone will have access 
to eternal life. We recognize that not all humans 
will choose Jesus as their Saviour; for some hell will 
become very real. But I would like to believe that 
the vast majority of mankind will choose eternal life. 

All humans experience death as a traumatic 
and terrible event. For the trusting Christian who 
believes, there is great comfort that death is not the 
end, but simply the next stage in of a wonderful life 
in Christ.  F2F

1) http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/2010/06/01/long-to-
build-the-ark, http://www.gotquestions.org/Noahs-ark-questions.html

 ...from PaGe 21

In April 1934, the League created the Confessing 
Church. It included ministers and churchmen from 
Reformed, Lutheran and United Churches, as well 
as other church groups. The Confessing Church 
took its name from the fact that its members had 
pledged themselves to affirm the great historic 
Confessions of the Church.

The leaders of the Confessing Church met on 
May 29-31, 1934, at Barmen. Here they issued the 
historic Barmen Declaration, drafted by Reformed 
theologian Karl Barth (1886-1968) and Lutheran 
theologian Hans Asmussen with input from other 
Lutheran, Reformed and United Churches leaders. 
One of the original signatories of the Declaration 
wrote, in retrospect, that Barmen “appeared to us 
then like a miracle from God.”

The Declaration was written in direct opposition 
to the national church government — the “Faith 
Movement of the German Christians” — rather 
than against the Nazi regime itself. It challenged 
Christians who were attempting to bring the Prot-
estant church into line with the nationalistic ideals 
and aspirations of Nazi rule. However, since the 

“German Christians” were a proxy for the Nazi state, 

the Declaration became also a prophetic condem-
nation of Hitler’s totalitarian rule.

The Barmen Declaration expressly asserts that 
Christ alone is the one Word of God — the source of 
all authority and truth — whom we must hear, trust 
and obey. It rejects the notion that other powers 
apart from Christ could be sources of God’s revela-
tion.

It stands on the principle that Christ cannot be 
co-opted by, used in the service of, or be remade in 
the image of religious or political ideologies created 
by fallen human beings and structures in opposition 
to God. Barmen confesses the reality that God’s 
grace for us cannot be reinterpreted or replaced by 
ideas and programs growing out of human crea-
turely self-interest and evil designs.

In these ways, Barmen speaks not only to the 
times and crisis of the church in Nazi Germany, but 
to Christians throughout the history of the church 
and in our time and place.  F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey
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Listen to us on Radio:
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Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9:10am 
(The Greater Cape Town area from Melk-
bosstrand to Durbanville to Stellenbosch 
to Gordon’s bay from Muizenberg) 
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Every Saturday and Sunday at 11:45 AM on   
103.8 & 107.5 FM in Nelson Mandela Bay  
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and travel information.

Looking for a Congregation? 
Face to Face Magazine is published by Grace 
Communion International. We have many congre-
gations across South Africa. If you are interested in 
attending one of our services, please contact one of 
the following people for more information.

Syd Townsend (083 629 9217)- Free State and Lesotho
Gladman Ncokazi (083 230 2643)- Eastern cape
Gordon Green (082 564 0983)- Kwazulu-Natal
Caleb Makhela (074 587 1236)- Limpopo
Takalani Musekwa (082 444 3602) –Gauteng
Trevor Weber (082 927 9864) Western Cape
Tim Maguire (082 374 8437)- Other


