
Vo l u m e  4  n o  4  |  2 0 1 2 E x p l o r i n g  L i f e  a n d  Fa i t h

SEARCHING 
FOR GOD?

go to  
the ant?

 
Did Jesus lead a relaxed, 

passive life before his 
earthly ministry?

Why Were  
you born? 
 
God wants to share 
his glory with you 

is time running out on 
your salvation? 

 
Does our salvation depend on 

what we have done or not done?

w w w. f a c e 2 f a c e . o r g . z a



Editorial

Why Face to Face?  That was a question recently 
asked of me. Just why do we call our magazine Face 
to Face?  

There are a number of reasons, just as there are 
a number ways in which the phrase face to face can 
be applied. When we are in someone’s presence – in 
direct contact with them – we talk about being face 
to face with them. A relationship is implied. Face to 
Face magazine endeavours to bring a positive and 
practical Christian perspective on everyday issues 
facing you and me. Its content is mainly relational. 

But there is more. In John 1:1,2 we read about 
God’s existence before creation; “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.  He was with God in the begin-
ning.” The word with means a close, face to face 
encounter or intimate contact with someone else. 
So a more accurate rendering of John 1:1 could 
be “In the beginning was the Word (Jesus), and 
the Word (Jesus) was face to face with God.” With  
clearly reveals the intimacy and close relationship 
that exists between the members of the Godhead.  
I have even read that the word presents us with a 
picture of the Father and Jesus in a relationship “so 

close and intimate that the Father can almost feel 
the Son’s breath on his face”! 

But there is still more. Because of his uncondi-
tional love for us and his determination to give us 
salvation and life with him, God himself stepped 
out of eternity and into time and came to us in the 
simplest and most easily comprehensible way – as 
one of us, in person, face to face. Then when Jesus 
ascended back to his Father he connected and 
united himself with us (John 12:32; 14:20) so he 
could establish a personal relationship with us and 
include us in the same perfect face to face relation-
ship that he has with his Father and the Holy Spirit. 
Do you see what this means? We now partake of 
the divine life and are at this very moment face to 
face with God! 

This good news should make us want to leap for 
joy!  And this (and more) is the wonderful message 
we want to share with you through life-changing 
and challenging articles. Enjoy - and be trans-
formed! 

In Christian love, 
Gordon  
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our vision

Face to Face seeks to inspire you to reach your 
full potential as you discover deeper insight into 
the purpose of living and relationships through 
an intimate bond with the Triune God.

our mission

1. Face to Face seeks to become a trustworthy 
Christian Media Ministry with a reputation 
for quality content, balanced theology and 
thought provoking articles and programmes.

2. Face to Face is committed to bringing a 
positive and practical Christian perspec-
tive on everyday issues facing ordinary 

people. Its content is biblically based, rela-
tional, inspirational and informative.

3. Face to Face undertakes to engage indi-
viduals from a wide range of national and 
cultural backgrounds. It seeks to reflect 
perspectives across these cultural bounda-
ries fairly, accurately and respectfully.

4. Face to Face seeks to inspire readers 
to embrace the gospel and live a 
grace-centred life in Jesus Christ.

5. Face to Face seeks to cultivate a coop-
erative and constructive engagement 
with leaders and communities across a 
broad spectrum of Christian faiths.

Donations
If you would like to contribute to the 
spreading of the gospel through this 
magazine, use these details: 
Grace Communion International 
First National Bank
Acc. No. 59380027523
Branch code: 255805 
Reference: F2F
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WHY IS MY 
LANGUAGE NOT 
CLEAR TO YOU?

Recently I worked for 
a family of Chinese/
Taiwanese origin.

Though I was sitting in their presence while they 
talked to each other and could hear clearly what 
they were saying, I was unable to understand them. 
Had I been born into that family and lived and 
grown up with them, everything they said would 
have been clear to me. 

Jesus said to the Pharisees: “If God were  your 
father you would love 
me, for I came from 
God and now I am here. 
I have not come on my 
own but he sent me. 
Why is my language not 
clear to you? Because 
you are unable to hear 
what I say. You belong 
to your father, the 
devil, and you want to 
carry out your father’s 
desire”(John 8:42-44).

Clearly from what is 
written, these Pharisees 
were born of a different 
father into a different 
family. As Jesus said, 
they did not under-
stand the language or 
customs of God’s family. 

If we are not born 
into a family and grow up with it, it takes a lot 
of effort and time spent with them to learn the 
language and customs. If we are adopted into a 
family, just the action of adoption - the signing of 
the paper so to speak  - would not instantly grant 
us all those abilities. Even with the ‘legal processes’ 
completed, we would still need to learn all those 
things, and that would require us to spend a lot of 
time in their company with an enquiring mind.

The same applies to our heavenly family. As it 
says in Ephesians 1:4, “For he chose us in him before 
the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in 
his sight. In love he predestined us to be adopted as 
his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his 
pleasure and will – to the praise of his glorious grace, 

which he has freely given us in the One he loves”.
We are the adopted sons and daughters of God. 

But we need to spend time in communion with him 
learning the customs and language. We can only do 
that by spending time with God in prayer, reading 
and studying his word in the Bible, allowing him to 
speak to us. We can chat to him whenever we like, 
sharing with him all our feelings, whether happy, 
angry, sad, depressed, amused, amazed or puzzled. 
And most importantly, not forgetting to be thankful 
for our blessings and privileges because we are 
members of his family.

We do this in the 
wonderful knowledge 
that even though we 
do not yet fully under-
stand and may not feel 
like full members of 
the family, we are fully 
accepted. 

When a ChilD is 
born

When a new baby is 
born into a family, or a 
family adopts a young 
baby, it takes years for 
that child to learn the 
language and customs, 
whatever the nation-
ality. The parents don’t 
expel the child from 
the family because he 
or she falls over all the 

time while learning to walk, or because they can’t 
speak meaningful sentences yet. On the contrary, 
the parents rush to pick the child up if it has fallen 
and comfort the crying toddler. Parents anticipate 
the needs of a child, making sure there is food, 
clean clothes and dry nappies. They make a special 
effort to understand the ‘mispronounced’ single 
word requests. They will even carry the child over 
more difficult terrain. Why would God, who loves 
us far more than any human parent can, be any 
different with us?

The more time and effort spent in God’s company, 
the sooner you can feel confident in your family 
status, the more you will reflect their family values, 
behavior and manner of speaking. 

Ewan Spence Ross

 ...ContinueD on Pg 6
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The Cutting Edge of 
Judging Others

Is it just me, or do you also tend 
to judge a book by its cover? 

Of course I’m not talking about real books, 
but about people, and their covers can be anything 
from what they wear to what they say or do. 

Something happened to me many years ago 
when I was still at primary school, which I have 
never forgotten. Although I don’t always seem to 
remember the lesson I learnt that day. The story is 
quite embarrassing, but I’ll tell it anyway.

I enjoyed woodwork classes in primary school 
and one day my parents bought me a brand new 
wood-chisel. The plastic handle was bright red and 
the steel shaft was extra shiny with a beautiful sharp 
cutting edge. I felt so proud that day when I took it 
out in the workshop for the first time and showed it 
to all the other children. No more using those old, 
brown wooden-handled, blunt and rusty bladed 
chisels of the school.Every week I eagerly looked 
forward to woodwork classes. I noticed that one boy 
in particular really liked my super chisel. I can still 
see his face and remember his name - Clayton. He 
was quite friendly, but I would have to keep an eye 
on him.

Then one day the worst of things happened. It 
had been a wonderful day of woodwork class – my 
chisel and me. But when I got home I discovered 
to my utter horror that my chisel wasn’t in my bag. 
I had put it in there after class and someone must 
have stolen it. Of course I had my immediate list of 
suspects. There was that one quiet boy who never 
spoke to anyone – it was probably him. Then there 
was … wait a minute! There was Clayton, who had 
been far too interested in my chisel. He must have 
stolen it. The next day I eagerly asked some of the 
children in class if they had seen my wood-chisel. No 
one had. I cautiously interrogated my chief suspect 

(Clayton), but he simply said no and changed the 
subject. I was devastated.

Flaunting it

Try to imagine how I must have felt the next 
woodwork class, when still mourning the loss of 
my shiny, super sharp, red-handled chisel, Clayton 
proudly pulled out a red-handled steel shaft chisel 
to show everyone. I quickly asked him where he had 
got this wood-chisel. To which he replied that he 
had found it in amongst his father’s tools in their 
garage. I could not believe his audacity. Not only 
did he steal my chisel but he had the gall to flaunt 
it all around in woodwork class. Oh sure, he had 
disguised it a bit by cutting marks into the plastic 
handle and splashing some white paint all over it, 
but it was mine. 

Judging a book by its cover is one thing, but I 
had all the evidence to go along with the cover. I 
was determined to get my chisel back and the 
opportunity presented itself when, during the last 
lesson of the day, I sat behind Clayton in class. I 
carefully opened his school bag and took back what 
was rightfully mine. Justice had been done and I 
was feeling on top of the world that day when I 
walked home from school. Of course I would have 
to clean up my chisel and I was a little sour about 
the damaged handle. 

At home I emptied out my entire school bag onto 
my bed because I had hidden the chisel deep down 
at the bottom. All my things came tumbling out. 
Books, pens, lunch box - and then an icy, cold sweat 
broke out all over my body as two wood-chisels 
came tumbling out. One nice and shiny, the other 
blotted with white paint. 

Why are we so quick to judge others? Is it really 
because they are guilty or because we feel we are 
better than them? Or maybe it is because they are 

Johannes Maree
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not doing things the way we feel they should be 
done? Often we give it a more appropriate name 
like ‘constructive criticism,’ but a rose by any other 
name is still a rose.

Jesus did not judge even though he had the 
right too. He simply said, ‘God forgive them.’ Not 
judging others (even if they are doing something 
wrong) does not mean we are condoning wrong 
doing or sin. God loves the sinner but not the sin. 
There is a big difference. Stop and think about it for 
a minute – why are we so willing to excuse those 
things in ourselves, which we are so quick to accuse 
in others?

We take a long time to learn

The story of when the Jewish leaders brought the 
woman caught in adultery to Jesus is so typical of 
what we are talking about (John 8:3-11). Yes, they 
were trying to trick Jesus, but they definitely judged 
this woman nonetheless. I mean, she was a nobody 
and they were important leaders in the community. 
On top of that, look how she dressed and her lack 
of education. Jesus’ words are so telling are they 
not? “He that is without sin among you, let him cast 
the first stone” (John 8:7). When Jesus stoops to 
write in the sand with his finger the Bible does not 
record what he wrote. However, I like what some 
commentators say, that maybe he was writing down 
some of the sins of the woman’s accusers. Is it not 
also telling that the first to leave were the eldest? 

Maybe it takes us a long time before we learn 
some of these lessons about not being judgemental 
towards other people. 

When Jesus looks up at the woman standing 
there alone and says to her, “I do not condemn you” 
I can only imagine how she must have felt. Those 
must have been the kindest, most loving words she 
had ever heard in her life. Make no mistake, Jesus 
does also tell her “to go and sin no more”. 

The love and nature of Jesus and God are 
summed up so beautifully in John 3:17, where it 
is written that God did not send Jesus to earth to 
condemn us, but to save us. The Good News Bible 
renders it as follows: “For God did not send his Son 
into the world to be its judge, but to be its Saviour”. 
Have sweeter words of pure honey ever been 
spoken, especially when we begin to fully grasp that 
we are just as guilty as the next person?

My arrogance and judgemental attitude instantly 
evaporated that day as I stood looking down at 
two, red handled wood-chisels laying on my bed. 
Suddenly, I came up with all the excuses in the 
world as to why I should not be too harshly judged. 
Jesus, please don’t let them throw stones. Please 
look down once more from the cross with love and 
understanding in your eyes and ask God to forgive 
me too. 

It was very hard that day, as a ten-year old, to 
walk up to Clayton at school and give him back his 
wood-chisel, while eating humble-pie. Clayton was 
a bigger man than me and we actually became 
good friends. Thankfully he did not judge the book 
by its cover. F2F

 ...From Page 5

 ...From Page 4

But on the other hand, the more rebellious you 
are, the further you feel from the love and protection 
of the family. It requires you to stop, acknowledge 
your wrong attitude and ask forgiveness before you 
can feel that closeness again. Although the love and 
forgiveness has always been there, you need to turn 
around.

Rebelliousness and bad behaviour might even-
tually get you expelled from a human family, but 
God’s love is such that there is nothing you have 
done or can do that he will not forgive. Indeed you 
are already forgiven. Sometimes we can go a long 

way down the wrong path and it’s only when we get 
to the end of the road that we cry out in desperation 
to God for help. Other times, though, we can learn 
from others’ mistakes.

So don’t wait until you are destitute. Accept the 
offer of your family membership today by accepting 
Jesus as your loving Saviour, and believe today that 
you are a child of God. But just as a baby messes 
its food, wets the bed and cannot yet speak the 
language, you are not perfect. 

But in spite of that, you are a much loved and 
precious member of God’s family.  F2F
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Getting to know 
the Word

I can clearly remember a time 
when I read through the 
scriptures of the Bible, with 

the primary purpose of trying to 
find out what I needed to do in 
order to become a better person, 
and to become more acceptable 
in God’s sight, by ‘doing stuff’. 

According to Jewish tradition, in the Old Testa-
ment alone there are about 613 commandments, 
365 in the negative (things we shouldn’t be doing) 
and 248 in the positive (good things we should be 
doing). I now understand that 
I am not saved by ‘works’, 
and that Christ’s grace and 
mercy are sufficient. In fact, 
he is our Sabbath Rest, and 
just as God rested from 
works on the seventh day of 
the creation account, we too 
find our rest from works in 
Christ. “There remains, then, 
a Sabbath-rest for the people 
of God; for anyone who 
enters God’s rest also rests 
from his own work, just as 
God did from his” (Hebrews 
4:9-10, emphasis mine 
throughout).

So if the Bible wasn’t 
written in order to tell us what we should be doing 
(works), is there any point in reading it, and if so, 
what is its purpose?

One of his disciples spelled out very clearly the 
main reason why the Bible was written, and why 
we should come to know its central character more 
deeply: “Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the 
presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in 
this book. But these are written that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
by believing you may have life in his name” (John 
20:30-31). 

Central theme

Like any good book, the Bible has a central 
theme (God’s love for us) and a central Character, 
Jesus Christ. That is why both Christ and the scrip-
tures are referred to as “The Word.”

Writing to Timothy, Paul says: “All Scripture is 
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the 
man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

Some may comment that surely this scripture 
tells us that there are other reasons as to why scrip-
ture was given to us?

Firstly, we are told that scripture is ‘God-
breathed’. This means that God inspired the writers 
of the Bible to record what they did. Why would He 
do this? He obviously had a really special message 
that He wanted to reveal to us, his sons and daugh-
ters. And what message could be more important 
than the Good News of His Son, our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ?

Paul then goes on to tell us that this inspired 
message from God is useful to us in several areas:

Teaching; The Greek 
word didaskalia simply 
means the passing on of 
information. The Scriptures 
teach us and tell us more 
about Christ.

Rebuking; Here the 
Greek word elegchos is 
sometimes translated 
reproof, but also means to 
provide proof, conviction or 
evidence, in this case of no 
other but Christ.

Correcting; This Greek 
word epanorthosis is derived 
from two other words; 
epi (which means ‘on’ or 
‘towards’) and anorthoo (to 

straighten). Scripture is there to help us refocus and 
straighten our direction towards Christ or to become 
attached more firmly onto Him.

Did you know that even the Old 
Testament is all about Jesus?

Training in righteousness; Tutorage, education or 
training in righteousness from the root word dikaios 
which implies innocence and holiness. We know of 
ourselves we have no righteousness, but by discov-
ering more about him, we can learn from the only 
one who is righteous, Jesus.

olD testament all about jesus

Obviously, the New Testament is all about Christ 

Tim Maguire
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Staying Committed

“He said to another man, ‘Follow me.’ But the man 
replied, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury my father.’ 
Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead, 
but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.’”

Luke 9:59-60 (NIV UK) 
Funerals are an occasion 

for preaching the hope of 
the gospel. A comment often 
made to me is how comforting 
our funeral services are. 

It may seem, however, that 
in the passage above, Jesus is 
saying that the man should 
not take care of burying 
his father. Perhaps there is 
another way of looking at it. 
The discussion is not about 
funeral arrangements. It is 
about not being distracted 
from declaring the kingdom 
of God.

Sometimes we make 
excuses for not committing fully to following Jesus. 
They can sound quite plausible and even under-
standable, but they remain excuses. Jesus knows the 

thoughts and intents of our hearts, and was informed 
by them as he answered questions (e.g. Matthew 9:4, 
Luke 9:47). Is this what was happening here? Jesus 
knew the background to the man’s comment and that 
really it was just a delaying tactic or an excuse. 

When we are spiritually 
alive to Jesus and to what 
he has to say, there comes a 
conviction to share the gospel. 
Don’t let our excuses, real or 
exaggerated, get in the way. 

Be committed to Jesus, 
and let nothing take us away 
from that path. 

Prayer
“Father, help me through 

the Spirit to recognize when 
I am making excuses for not 
following Jesus. Help me to 
follow Jesus day by day.”

Amen  F2F

James Henderson

and His disciples, but did you know that even the 
Old Testament was all about Jesus? Let’s take a 
look at two occasions where Christ himself refers 
to the scriptures (remember that when he was alive, 
the books of the New Testament had not yet been 
written) and see what he has to say about them.

On the first occasion he is talking to the Scribes 
and Pharisees. These were men 
who had spent their entire lives 
studying the scriptures and who 
could recite most of the Old 
Testament scriptures by heart. 
Because they were familiar with 
all the “dos” and “don’ts”, and 
were keeping most of them, 
they thought they were pretty 
high up on the righteousness 
ladder. They thought they knew 
what the scriptures were all 
about, but Christ shocks them by 
saying “You diligently study the 
Scriptures because you think that 
by them you possess eternal life. 
These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet 
you refuse to come to me to have life” (John 5:39-
40). What Christ is saying here is that we cannot be 
saved by knowing the scriptures, but by coming to 
know him, we can receive ‘life’. The purpose of all 
scripture is to point and direct us to him. 

On the second occasion, he is talking to his 

disciples while appearing to them after his resurrec-
tion. He said to them, “This is what I told you while I 
was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is 
written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets 
and the Psalms.” Then he opened their minds so they 
could understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:44-45).

If Christ needed to ‘open their minds’ so that 
they could understand the Old 
Testament, there is obviously 
more to it than first meets the 
eye. If even the disciples didn’t 
get it, is it then a pointless exer-
cise for us to try to understand 
these scriptures? 

No! Christ left us with the 
Holy Spirit who guides us into 
truth (John 14:16). Christ is the 
Way and the Truth and the Life. 
As we read and study the Bible 
we need to allow the Holy Spirit 
to work in our hearts and minds 
and reveal Christ to us through 
the pages of the Bible. There is 

no greater purpose in reading the word of God than 
to become more intimately acquainted with the 
Word, who gave up his heavenly rights to become 
flesh and dwell among us.  F2F
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Hilary Jacobs

It’s seldom that the regular 
news broadcasts on SABC 
television come up with some-

thing exciting, but they certainly 
did on 23rd May this year.

The planned new SKA (Square Kilometre Array) 
telescope is to have 70% of its location in South 
Africa. That sounded like good news to me, even if 
I didn’t have the faintest idea what such a telescope 
was all about. A little reading revealed that this 
telescope does not “see” using light, but monitors 
radio waves. Apparently, astronomers can generate 
accurate pictures built up from radio waves which   
have been travelling through space since the birth 
of the universe. So they will actually be able to get 
a picture that was created at the beginning of time. 
The expectation is that this telescope will boost our 
knowledge both of origins and the future as never 
before.

Humans have been searching for this kind 
of knowledge as far back into history as can be 
traced. Philosophers have reasoned, discussed and 
pondered the human condition. Archaeologists 
have dug deep into the ruins of ancient cities to 
find some clue as to how the ancients lived. Palae-
ontologists have excavated bones and fossils of all 
kinds to probe the origins of life, while astronomers 
have searched far into space hoping to find some 
evidence of life on other planets. We have, it seems, 
an insatiable thirst to know how we got here, why 
we are here, and where we are going. Could it be 
that our Creator has given us this thirst for know-
ledge and understanding?

We are told in the first chapter of Genesis that we 
were created in the image of God; we are personal, 
moral and rational beings; we possess the capacity 
to think, talk, plan and create; we were made to 
have a relationship with our Creator. God talked 
with Adam, giving him the opportunity to name all 
the animals, providing him with food, and best of 
all, giving him a beautiful wife. No doubt that initial 
relationship between God and man could have 
continued to grow and develop had not Adam and 
Eve decided to do their own (Satan’s ) thing.  And so 
they blew it for the entire human race.  

But Jesus, as the second Adam has already 
paid the price for our complete redemption and 
for the full restoration of the relationship between 
God and man. He has opened the door to spiritual 

understanding, and even now, we can have an 
intimate relationship with God as the Holy Spirit 
dwells in us. As we read in 1 Corinthians 2:9,10, 

“…No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has 
conceived what God has prepared for those who 
love him, but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. 
The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of 
God.” And when we gain that spiritual wisdom, we 
will be astounded at God’s mercy, his greatness and 
his immeasurable love for humanity.

But we have never lost the desire to understand 
these most basic physical questions. No wonder we 
are searching so determinedly for answers.

What WoulD DaviD have saiD?  

David was king of Israel about 1000 years 
BC, and one of those who was called to a special 
relationship with God. He looked up at the starry 
sky and uttered those famous words from Psalm 
8: “When I consider your heavens, the work of your 
fingers...what is man that you are mindful of him, 
the son of man that you care for him?” What would 
he have said if he could have looked through a 
powerful telescope? He would probably have been 
speechless with awe.

Do we give God all the glory when we behold 
the wonders of creation, or do we pat ourselves on 
the back, thinking how clever we are to have discov-
ered these things?

But what will we find as we search the universe? 
No doubt we shall discover some intriguing 
knowledge, and no doubt this project will boost 
our economy, providing employment for many 
people. But will we find the answers we are looking 
for? Though we have this craving for knowledge 
and understanding, God tells us his judgments 
are unsearchable, and his ways past finding out 
(Romans 11:33). Wouldn’t we just love to have a 
one on one conversation with God?

The young King Solomon in his God-given 
wisdom, asked, “But will God really dwell on earth 
with men? The heavens, even the highest heavens 
cannot contain you. How much less this temple I 
have built!” (2 Chronicles 6:18). 

But God has revealed through Jesus Christ that 
he will indeed dwell with his human creation. “I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Now 
the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with 
them. They will be his people and God himself will 
be with them, and be their God’” (Revelation 21:3). 

Perhaps that’s when we will find all the answers 
we’ve been searching for.  F2F

SEARCHING 
FOR GOD
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SUPER 
SIZE ME

Shaun de Greeff

McDonalds is one of 
the biggest fast food 
companies in the 

world. With 31 000 restaurants 
serving around 58 million people 
every day in 119 countries, no 
wonder they are doing so well. 

One of the secrets of the McDonalds success is 
the fact that you can Super Size your meal. For only 
a couple of Rand extra you can almost double the 
size of your meal. Wow, what value!

But the “Super Size” concept is not something 
that is unique to McDonalds. You might be surprised 
to find that a carpenter less than 2000 years ago 
performed the ultimate Super Sized Meal.

In John 6:5-14 Jesus performs a spectacular 
miracle. After preaching the whole day to a crowd 
of people, Jesus asks his disciples how they are 
going to feed them all. Philip one of the twelve 

Apostles does a quick headcount and realizes that 
it would take at least 8 months wages to feed 
everyone. Another disciple, Andrew then pipes up 
and mentions that they found a boy with five small 
barley loves and two small fish. Clearly there was 
no way that all the people would be fed with such a 
small amount of food - let’s face it  - even if there 
was a McDonalds close by and everyone had money. 
It would still be an impossible task, because just 
the men alone numbered 5000. So if we included 
women and children there would quite likely have 
been a total of around 10,000.

In true Jesus style and the spirit of the ultimate 
Super Sized Meal, Jesus prays over the bread 
and the fishes, breaks them into pieces and starts 
handing it out. Pretty soon everyone has eaten and 
there is so much food left that they manage to fill 12 
baskets with the leftovers.

This miracle is relevant to our lives in many ways. 
Firstly, society makes us believe that not being 
wealthy, or smart or important means that we are 
worthless. That is of course a lie. You don’t have 
to have much to be of value to God. In fact the 
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less you have the better it is. Jesus did not come to 
die for perfect people, but came for people like you 
and me. Secondly even if you have little faith, God 
can work with it and do something spectacular with 
it. The five loaves and two fishes that the boy had, 
were not impressive. What was impressive was what 
Jesus did with those 5 loves and 2 small fishes.

goD PerForms the ultimate suPer size

When the disciples asked Jesus why they couldn’t 
cast out a demon, he answered: “…Because you 
have so little faith. I tell you the truth, if you have 
faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this 
mountain, ‘Move from here to there’ and it will move. 
Nothing will be impossible for you” (Matthew 17:20)

I don’t know how many of you live close to a 
mountain. In Cape Town where I live we have Table 
Mountain. Could you imagine what an incredible 
amount of power would 
be necessary to move 
a mountain like that? 
What about the Drak-
ensberg? What would 
it take to move that 
mountain range? Well 
for God, not that much 
power. After all he did 
create the universe. 

So when Jesus 
explains that with a little 
faith great things can 
be accomplished, it is 
not because we are so 
powerful or mighty, but 
because God is. That is 
why we can have faith 
as small as a mustard seed and accomplish great 
things, because God makes it happen on our behalf.

We tend to look at people at church and think to 
ourselves, “If only I was as good as that guy,” or “If 
only I had as much faith as that lady…well then I 
would be someone that God was interested in.” 

I have some good news and some bad news for 
you. The bad news is that you will never be good 
enough. There is no human on this planet who can 
live up to God’s standard. The good news is, you 
don’t have to be. That’s right, because Jesus was 
the perfect sacrifice and paid the ultimate ransom 
for our sins. You are justified (made right with God) 
through Jesus. You are therefore good enough, 
because Jesus makes you so and not by your own 
actions.

If you read the historical events that took place 
in the Bible, you will meet many people through 
whom God did amazing things. Often times, these 
people were not impressive at all.

Take Gideon for example, who was used by God 
to free his people from the Midianites and Amalak-
ites who were oppressing them. 

You would expect God to pick someone like 
Conan the Barbarian with years of combat training, 
bristling muscles and an army of ninjas to take on 

the enemy. You would… but you would be wrong.
Even though the Bible describes the armies of the 

Amalakites and the Midianites as swarms of locusts, 
God did not choose the bravest and strongest guy 
to go and fight the battle. Nope, he chose the guy 
who was the least in his family, from the weakest 
clan in Manasseh. 

Gideon was that guy. Gideon was so scared 
to go up against the Amalakites and the Midian-
ites that he asked God to assure him of victory by 
performing two miracles . Then when he finally 
got enough courage together to go to battle, God 
informed him that he had too many warriors.

Can you imagine that?  You are scared beyond 
belief. You have 32 000 reluctant soldiers that are 
about to face a vastly overpowering army and then 
God tells you to let those soldiers go who are afraid.

Gideon’s heart must have dropped like stone 
when he saw 22 000 of 
his men up and leave. 
But wait, there’s more! 
God was not done with 
Gideon. With only 10 
000 men left, God tells 
Gideon that he still 
has too many soldiers. 
If I were in his shoes I 
would have freaked out 
completely. With only 
10 000 men left God 
tells Gideon to take the 
men to the river and 
have them drink water. 
The ones that lap the 
water get to stay and 
the ones that go on 

their knees to drink must go. In one fell swoop 
Gideon looses another 9700 soldiers. 

Imagine that! You start with 32000 men and end 
up with 300. I would not have blamed Gideon if he 
ran for the hills at that point, but Gideon stuck it out. 
In the end, 300 men were more than enough. God 
used them to confuse the enemy to the point where 
they ended up fighting each other.

The Apostle Paul sums it up so nicely in 2 Corin-
thians 12:9:  But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’  
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. “

ConClusion

You don’t need to be perfect, or rich or smart for 
God to love you. He already does. You don’t need to 
be strong or brave for him to use you; he will take 
you as you are. God is famous for taking something 
small and doing something spectacular with it. He 
has done it with countless people since the dawn 
of humanity and he can do it with you, because in 
Christ, you are SUPER SIZED!  F2F
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Takalani Musekwa

Why were 
you born?

Mother’s Day and Father’s 
Day have come and gone.

It is a time when mommies and 
daddies are celebrated. But for what are they cele-
brated? They are celebrated for their sacrificial love 
for their children. Despite the pains of childbirth, 
sleepless nights with a sick child, worry about what 
the children will eat, and many other stresses of 
parenting,  many parents go on to have more than 
one child. One would think that with the experience 
of the first child, most parents will stop there and 
say never again. But they don’t. Why?

Indeed, why were you born? The short answer is 
that you were born out of love between two persons. 
I know that some of us are born into loveless rela-
tionships, or even non-existent relationships. Some 
of us don’t even know our parents. We were adopted 

by people who did not even know our parents. But 
why did they adopt you? Once again, to share their 
love, their life and everything they have with you. 
Unbelievable, isn’t it?

Most adoptions happen when children are still 
babies. They don’t even know that they are being 
adopted. It is a decision they have no part in. Some 
of these children are actually abandoned by their 
biological parents. Some are HIV positive. Yet, some 
parents adopt those children. They do so not for 
selfish reasons, but for love’s sake, for the sake of 
the child. Some of these parents are rich, and when 
they die these adopted children are heirs to their 
estate.

Regardless of how, where, and to whom you 
were born, I want to show you that your birth was 
part of a much bigger love story. This is a story of 
love, or rather the story of God, for “God is love”  
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(1 John.4:8). Allow me to share this beautiful story 
with you. A long time ago, before anything was 
created, there was God. This God is love in his very 
nature. Love is concern for the other. How can this 
God be love if there was no other person to love? 
The Bible tells us this God was not alone. He exists 
as three persons who are one God. They are the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Your birth was part of a 
much bigger love story.

For eternity, they have been in this relationship 
with one another. Their relationship was overflowing 
with love. Like parents who have love to share, 

“God said, “Let US make 
mankind in our image, in 
our likeness…” (Genesis 
1:26) Now if you ask 
many Christians why 
mankind was created, 
they will say man was 
created to glorify and 
serve God. If that is true, 
it means that we were 
not created out of love, 
but out of God’s selfish 
interest. But that is not 
true. God did create us 
out of love, for our sake, 
and not for his sake. 

CreateD to be aDoPteD

However, as humans we could not enter the 
relationship that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit had. 
Therefore God decided even before he created us 
that he would adopt us into that relationship. Jesus, 
who was the Son of God, became son of man, so 
that we, sons and daughters of men, can become 
sons of God in and through Christ. Paul puts it this 
way in Ephesians 1:4-5, “Long ago, even BEFORE 
he made the world, God loved us and chose 
us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. 
His unchanging plan has always been to adopt 
us into his own family by bringing us to himself 
through Jesus Christ. And this gave him great 
pleasure” (NLT, emphasis mine). 

Did you get that? God created us with an express 
purpose to adopt us into his family, to share in 
the relationship between the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. he did not create you to glorify him, he 
created you to share his glory with you.  That’s 
what love is. It is about sharing. God wants to share 
his glory with you. Before the world was created, the 
Father and the Son (Jesus) shared this glory. “And 
now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the 
glory I had with you before the world began” 
(John. 17:5). The same glory that Jesus shared with 
the Father before the world began, he came to 
share with us. Jesus went on to say “I have given 
them the glory you gave me, so that they may be 
one, as we are— I in them and you in me, all being 

perfected into one…” (John. 17:22-23, and Romans 
2:10 NLT). So in this relationship with God, he glori-
fies us, and we glorify him in return. He serves us, 
and we serve him in return. “For even I, the Son of 
Man, came here not to be served but to serve others, 
and to give my life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 
20:28, NLT). Jesus came to serve us, not for us to 
serve him. Does it mean we should not serve him? 
No! We serve him, because he first served us. “We 
love Him because He first loved us.” (1 John 4:19 
NKJV). We glorify him, because he first glorified us. 

All that we do for God is in response to what he 
has done for us. It is like the child who was adopted 
as a baby by loving parents. They adopt him without 
his knowledge, without his consent, and they love 
him, they serve him, and they care for him. When 
he or she grows up and realizes that he has been 

adopted and loved and 
cared for, how does he or 
she respond? By loving 
those parents in return, by 
caring for them in return. 
That is how God loves us. 
“But God demonstrates His 
own love toward us, in that 
while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.” (Romans 
5:8 NKJV).

no longer slaves

You were born to be 
adopted into the family of 
God. In fact, God prefers 

that you call him Father, not God. When Jesus’ 
disciples asked him how to pray, he said they must 
pray to “Our Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 6:9), 
NOT to our God who is in heaven! “For you did not 
receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you 
received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, 

“Abba, Father.” (Romans 8:15 NKJV). “And because 
you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son 
into your hearts, crying out, ‘Abba, Father!’ There-
fore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a 
son, then an heir of God through Christ.” (Galatians 
4:6-7 NKJV). Whatever your situation in life is, you 
are no longer that. If you are an orphan, you are no 
longer an orphan. If you were abandoned, you are 
no longer abandoned. You are a child of God, and 
an heir of God through Christ! 

“In this new life, it doesn’t matter if you are a Jew 
or a Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, 
uncivilized, slave or free. Christ is all that matters and 
he lives in all of us” (Colossians 3:11 NLT). Like a 
small baby, you have been adopted, whether you 
know it or not. That is why you were born. You 
were born for adoption into the family of God. You 
may not see, know or understand your adoption 
today, but it is true. “When Christ who is our life 
appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.” 
(Colossians 3:4 NKJV). Amen!  F2F
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You may not know me, 
but I know everything about you. 

Psalm 139:1 

I know when you sit down and when you rise up. 
Psalm 139:2

I am familiar with all your ways. 
Psalm 139:3

Even the very hairs on your head are numbered. 
Matthew 10:29-31

For you were made in my image. 
Genesis 1:27

In me you live and move and have your being.
Acts 17:28 

For you are my offspring. 
Acts 17:28 

I knew you even before you were conceived. 
Jeremiah 1:4-5 

I chose you when I planned creation. 
Ephesians 1:11-12 

You were not a mistake, 
for all your days are written in my book. 

Psalm 139:15-16

I determined the exact time of your birth 
and where you would live. 

Acts 17:26 

You are fearfully and wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14 

I knit you together in your mother’s womb. 
Psalm 139:13 

And brought you forth on 
the day you were born. 

Psalm 71:6

I have been misrepresented 
by those who don’t know me.

John 8:41-44

I am not distant and angry, 
but am the complete expression of love. 

1 John 4:16 

And it is my desire to lavish my love on you. 
1 John 3:1

 
Simply because you are my child 

and I am your Father. 
1 John 3:1

I offer you more than your 
earthly father ever could. 

Matthew 7:11 

For I am the perfect father. 
Matthew 5:48 

Every good gift that you receive 
comes from my hand. 

James 1:17

For I am your provider and 
I meet all your needs. 

Matthew 6:31-33 

My plan for your future has 
always been filled with hope. 

Jeremiah 29:11 

Because I love you with an everlasting love. 
Jeremiah 31:3 

My thoughts toward you are countless 
as the sand on the seashore.

Psalms 139:17-18

And I rejoice over you with singing. 
Zephaniah 3:17 

My Child
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I will never stop doing good to you. 
Jeremiah 32:40 

For you are my treasured possession. 
Exodus 19:5 

I desire to establish you
with all my heart and all my soul. 

Jeremiah 32:41 

And I want to show you great 
and marvellous things. 

Jeremiah 33:3 

If you seek me with all your heart, 
you will find me. 

Deuteronomy 4:29 

Delight in me and I will give you 
the desires of your heart. 

Psalm 37:4 

For it is I who gave you those desires. 
Philippians 2:13 

I am able to do more for you 
than you could possibly imagine. 

Ephesians 3:20 

For I am your greatest encourager. 
2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

I am also the Father who comforts you 
in all your troubles. 
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

When you are broken-hearted, 
I am close to you. 

Psalm 34:18 

As a shepherd carries a lamb, 
I have carried you close to my heart. 

Isaiah 40:11 

One day I will wipe away 
every tear from your eyes. 

Revelation 21:3-4 

And I’ll take away all the pain 
you have suffered on this earth.

Revelation 21:3-4.

I am your Father, and I love you 
even as I love my son, Jesus.

John 17:23 

For in Jesus, my love for you is revealed. 
John 17:26

He is the exact representation of my being. 
Hebrews 1:3 

He came to demonstrate that I am for you, 
not against you. 

Romans 8:31 

And to tell you that I am not counting your sins.
2 Corinthians 5:18-19

Jesus died so that you and I could be reconciled. 
2 Corinthians 5:18-19 

His death was the ultimate expression 
of my love for you. 

1 John 4:10

I gave up everything I loved
that I might gain your love. 

Romans 8:31-32 

If you receive the gift of my son Jesus, 
you receive me. 

1 John 2:23

And nothing will ever separate you 
from my love again.

Romans 8:38-39

Come home and I’ll throw the biggest party 
heaven has ever seen.

Luke 15:7 

I have always been Father, 
and will always be Father.

Ephesians 3:14-15 

My question is…
Will you be my child? 

John 1:12-13 

I am waiting for you. 
Luke 15:11-32

Love, Your Dad
Almighty God F2F  

Father’s Love Letter used by permission Father Heart Communications 
© 1999-2011 www.FathersLoveLetter.com
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Go To 
the Ant?

Gordon Green

A few years ago I shared 
some insights with some 
young children about those 

industrious little creatures - ants.  
We were visiting a farm, and keen to nurture 

their capacity to explore and wonder, I shepherded 
them over to an anthill and carefully broke it open. 
A whole new world lay exposed before us! Thou-
sands of tiny worker ants scurried through the 
maze of broken sand tunnels and chambers. Many 
were carrying eggs, grass or bread crumbs. I then 
lobbed a lively grasshopper into the disturbed 
nest and told the children to watch carefully. 

Within seconds, hundreds of larger ants 
charged out and rushed towards the unwelcome 
visitor. These were the soldier ants. Their home 
was under siege and these fiery red insects 
attacked the invader from all directions. They bit 
it with their big nippers. They squirted it with a 
poison to numb and paralyse it. They climbed all 
over the interfering trespasser. After a relentless, 
fierce battle the intruder lay dead and their terri-
tory was safe.     

Why am I sharing these facts about these 
seemingly insignificant creatures with you? Well,  
around the same time that I gave my nature 
lesson I had been reflecting on a very different 
type of battle that took place about two thousand 
years ago when God willingly stepped out of eter-
nity and entered into enemy territory – this world. 
Watching those soldier ants aggressively attacking 
an intruder with such ferocity and venom brought 
these two events together for me in a way that I 
had not considered before. 

DiD jesus have a “normal” youth?

We know that Satan attacked Jesus from 
around the age of 30. There are clear biblical 
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accounts of Satan’s onslaughts upon Jesus in the 
wilderness and the horrific persecutions leading 
up to his excruciating death. But what about Jesus’ 
life before these events?  Did the enemy leave 
him alone for about 30 years?  Did Jesus lead a 
relaxed, passive life assisting his father Joseph in his 
carpentry work?  

An in-depth search of the scriptures reveals a 
surprising truth. Soon after Jesus was born he was 
treated as an intruder. King Herod ordered his 
soldiers to kill all the boys in Bethlehem under two 
years of age in an obsessive attempt to kill Jesus. 
But the hostility and opposition didn’t end there. 
Luke gives us an important insight into those early 
years: “Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in 
favour with God and men” (Luke 2:52). Don’t make 
the mistake of thinking this overall summary of 
Jesus’ life is just a passing reference to our normal 
growth progression. The Greek word for “grew” is 
prokopto and this word sheds an enormous amount 
of light on the early life of Jesus. It means more 
than “grew” - much more. 

It means progress but not a passive progress.  It 
suggests continuous activity and conveys the idea 
of moving forward or making headway, advancing 
and forging ahead. It is also based on a word that 
means “to beat”1and it was used to describe typical 
activities of those days. For example, it was used of 
a ship beating forward against a strong head-wind, 
striving to cut the wind in two. It also described the 
work of wood-cutters who hacked a path through 
obstacles in a forest or jungle that impeded the 
progress of armies. Their task was to blaze a trail 
for those behind them to follow.2 Another common 
use described how a blacksmith beat metals into 
shape with a hammer.  

The Greek word for “grew” is 
prokopto and this word sheds 
an enormous amount of light 

on the early life of Jesus.

Did you notice the common characteristic of 
these illustrations?  They all imply strenuous effort, 
pain and exhaustion. Each illustration is a graphic 
example that gives us a deeper and richer under-
standing of the Greek word used to describe how 
Jesus “grew”. 

Theologian C. Baxter Kruger in his book “The 
Great Dance” writes of that very time when God 
became a man; “In our flesh, inside Adam’s skin, 

he beat his way forward by blows. He entered into 
fallen human existence and he steadfastly refused 
to be ‘fallen’ in it.  Step by step, moment by moment, 
blow by blow, through fire and trial, through 33 
years of blood, sweat and tears, through crucifixion, 
in the power of the Holy Spirit he transformed the 
fallen humanity....”3  

 
into enemy territory

When Jesus entered the world, he not only took 
upon himself our fallen human nature, weighed 
down with sin, guilt, brokenness and alienation 
from God (Isaiah 53:4-6). He also   invaded Satan’s 
world! He was an intruder in enemy territory and 
therefore experienced the fierce onslaught of 
Satan during his entire lifetime. In Genesis 3:15 
we have the first, clearest promise of the coming 
of our redeemer, Jesus Christ, who would deliver 
the human race from sin. God said to Satan; “From 
now on, you and the woman will be enemies, and 
your offspring and her offspring will be enemies. He 
will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”  
The phrase “you will strike his heel” is symbolic of 
Satan’s repeated attacks as he unleashed every-
thing he had to destroy Jesus Christ during his time 
on earth. The key word is “enemies”, which means 

“hostility” or “animosity.” The Message Bible trans-
lates verse 15: “I’m declaring war between you and 
the Woman, between your offspring and hers.” War 
characterised Jesus’ whole life.  

Watching the violent and relentless way those 
ants attacked an intruder vividly illustrated for me in 
a unique way what Jesus had to endure throughout 
his life. Because of his unrelenting and uncondi-
tional love for us he never gave up. Because of his 
unbending commitment to save us he never took 
the easy way out. He endured pain and pressure. 
Because of his faithfulness he resisted temptations 
and refused to surrender to Satan.

 In Jesus, God became one of us so that we could 
become like him.   F2F

1 Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon, (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research 
Systems, Inc.) 1995.
2 Robertson’s Word Pictures of the New Testament 
3C. Baxter Kruger, The Great Dance (Regent College Publishing; 
2000), p42.
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BiBlE study

God Wants All 
to Be Saved 

(1 Timothy 2)Michael Morrison

a stuDy oF 1 timothy 2:1-7

Paul sent Timothy to Ephesus to correct a few 
doctrinal problems in the church. He also sent 
Timothy a letter outlining his mission—a letter that 
was designed to be read to the entire congrega-
tion so that everyone would know that Timothy was 
acting with Paul’s authority.

Prayer For PubliC PeaCe (verses 1-3)

Paul included some instructions for what should 
be done in the church meetings: “i urge, then, 
first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be made for all people.” The 
meetings would include prayer, and these prayers 
were to be positive, unlike the curses that became 
part of some synagogue liturgies.

But this was not just intercession for church 
members—the prayers were to be for all, including 

“kings and all those in authority.” Paul did not 
want the church to be elitist, nor become identi-
fied with an underground resistance movement. A 
parallel may be seen in the way that Judaism dealt 
with the Persian Empire. Although Jews could not 
worship the Emperor, they could offer worship to 
God on behalf of the emperor; they made prayers 
and sacrifices for him (see Ezra 6:10).

Similarly, Paul wants church members to pray for 
government leaders. The purpose is “that we may 
live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness 
and holiness.” The early Christians were perse-
cuted for the gospel, and for proclaiming allegiance 
to another Lord. They did not need to provoke offi-
cials even more by being anti-government agitators.

This approach has the approval of God himself: 
“this is good, and pleases god our saviour.” 
Although the word “Saviour” usually refers to Jesus, 
in this case it seems to refer to the Father.

a message oF salvation For all 
(verses 4-7)

Paul then includes an important digression 
about what God wants: “who wants all people 
to be saved…” Our prayers should not curse or 
condemn the rulers, because God does not want 
the worst for them. His desire for them is salvation—
but this begins with an acceptance of the gospel 
message: “…and to come to a knowledge of the 
truth.”

Does God always get what he wants? Will 
everyone be saved? Paul does not address that ques-
tion, but it is obvious that God does not always get 
his wishes, at least not right away. Even now, almost 

2000 years later, “all people” have not yet come 
to knowledge of the gospel, much less accepted it 
and experienced salvation. God wants his children 
to love each other, but it doesn’t always happen. His 
will is that humans have wills of their own.

Paul supports his claim by giving reasons: “For 
there is one god and one mediator between 
god and mankind, the man Christ jesus.”

There is only one God, who created everything 
and everyone. His purpose for every person is the 
same: all were created in God’s image, to be a 
reflection and a representation of God on earth 
(Genesis 1:27). The oneness of God means that 
there is unity in his purpose for his creation. All 
humans are included.

Further, there is one mediator. We all have 
a relationship with God through Christ Jesus, 
who became a man and can still be called “man” 
because he did not abandon his humanity to the 
grave. Rather, he was resurrected as a glorified 
human, and he rose to heaven in human form, for 
he has incorporated humanity as part of who he is. 
Since humanity was made in God’s image, essential 
aspects of humanity were in God’s mind from the 
beginning; it is no surprise that humanity can be 
given expression within the Godhead by Jesus.

As our mediator, Jesus “gave himself as a 
ransom for all people.” Some theologians object 
to the plain meaning of this verse, but it fits well 
with verse 7, and with what Paul wrote a little later: 
God “is the savior of all people, and especially 
of those who believe” (1 Timothy 4:10). He died 
for the sins of all people, even for those who do not 
yet know it. He died only once; he did not wait for 
us to believe before he acted to save us. To use a 
financial analogy, he paid the debt, even for people 
who don’t yet realize it.

Now that Jesus has done this, what remains to 
be done? Now is the time for people to come to the 
knowledge of what Jesus has done for them, and 
that is what Paul is trying to do. “this has now 
been witnessed to at the proper time. and for 
this purpose i was appointed a herald and an 
apostle—i am telling the truth, i am not lying—
and a true and faithful teacher of the gentiles.” 
That is what he wants Timothy to be, too.  F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey
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The 
Shadow  

of a Doubt

Max Lucado

Sunday mornings. I awake 
early, long before the family 
stirs, the sunrise flickers, or 

the paper plops on the driveway. 
Let the rest of the world sleep in. I don’t. Sunday’s 

my big day, the day I stand before a congregation 
of people who are willing to swap thirty minutes of 
their time for some conviction and hope.

Most weeks I have ample to go around. But 
occasionally I don’t. (Does it bother you to know 
this)? Sometimes in the dawn-tinted, pre-pulpit 
hours, the seeming absurdity of what I believe hits 
me. The fear that God isn’t. The fear that “why?” 
has no answer. The valley of the shadow of doubt.

 To one degree or another we all venture into the 
valley. In the final pages of Luke’s gospel, the physi-
cian-turned-historian dedicated his last chapter to 
answering one question: how does Christ respond 
when we doubt him?

 For both the dejected Emmaus bound disciples 
(Luke 24:13-35) and the frightened upper room 
disciples (Luke 24:36-49), a meal is served, the 
Bible is taught, the disciples find courage, and we 
find two practical answers to the critical question: 
what would Christ have us do with our doubts?

 His answer? Touch my body and ponder my story. 

 We still can, you know. We can still touch the body 
of Christ. We’d love to touch his physical wounds 

and feel the flesh of the Nazarene. Yet when we 
brush up against the church, we do just that. “The 
church is his body; it is made full and complete by 
Christ, who fills all things everywhere with himself ” 
(Ephesians. 1:23 NLT).

 Christ distributes courage through community; 
he dissipates doubts through fellowship. He never 
deposits all knowledge in one person but distrib-
utes pieces of the jigsaw puzzle to many. When 
you interlock your understanding with mine, and 
we share our discoveries — when we mix, mingle, 
confess, and pray, Christ speaks.

 The adhesiveness of the disciples instructs us. 
They stuck together. Even with ransacked hopes, 
they clustered in conversant community. They kept 

“going over all these things that had happened” (Luke 
24:14 MSG). 

Isn’t this a picture of the church—sharing notes, 
exchanging ideas, mulling over possibilities, lifting 
spirits? 

And as they did, Jesus showed up to teach them, 
proving “when two or three of you are together 
because of me, you can be sure that I’ll be there” 
(Matthew 18:20 MSG).  F2F

From Fearless (now in paperback)
Copyright (Thomas Nelson, 2009) Max Lucado
Printed with permission
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Is time running out on your 
salvation or do you have nothing to fear?

God is so high you can’t get 
over Him; So wide you 
can’t get around Him; So 

low you can’t get under Him.
Do you happen to remember this traditional 

Gospel song?
Little children enjoy singing along to it because 

they can act along with the words. They sing “So 
high”…and stretch their hands high above their 
heads; “So wide” … and they spread their arms 
wide; “So low”…as they crouch down as low as they 
can.

It’s a cute song, fun to sing, and it can teach 
children an important truth about the being of God. 
But, as we get older, how many of us really believe 
that message? A few years ago, Emerging Trends–
a publication of the Princeton Religion Research 
Center–reported that 56 percent of Americans, 

“with most describing themselves as Christians, say 
that when they think about their death, they worry 
‘a great deal’ or ‘somewhat’ that they will ‘not be 
forgiven by God.’”

The report, based on a Gallup Institute survey, 
goes on to say, “Such findings raise the question 
of whether Christians in the U.S. have an under-
standing of the Christian meaning of ‘grace’ and 
suggest the need for more effective biblical teaching 
in Christian churches in this country.”

Why is it that we humans, even those of us who 
profess to be Christians, seem to find the idea of 
simple grace so impossible to believe? The touch-
stone of the Protestant Reformation was the biblical 
teaching that salvation—complete forgiveness of 
sins and reconciliation with God—comes solely and 
only by God’s grace.

a great Divine sCale? 

Yet, the prevailing view among Christians today 
seems to be that when all is said and done, salva-
tion depends on what we have done or not done. It 
is as though a great divine scale will weigh all our 
good deeds on one side and all our bad deeds on 
the other side and our salvation will be determined 
by which side is heaviest. No wonder we are afraid! 

Will we find, at that moment of judgment, that our 
sins have piled up “so high” that even the Father 
can’t see over them, “so wide” that Jesus blood 
can’t cover them, and we have sunk “so low” that 
the Holy Spirit could not reach us?

The truth is, we don’t have to worry about 
whether God will forgive us; he already has: “While 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us,” the Bible 
tells us in Romans 5:8.

We are judged righteous only because Jesus 
died for us and rose again. It doesn’t depend on the 
quality of our obedience. It doesn’t even depend on 
the quality of our faith. It is Jesus’ faith that matters. 
All we have to do is trust him and accept his good 
gift. Jesus said: “All whom the Father gives me will 
come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never 
drive away. For I have come down from heaven not 
to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 
And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall 
lose none of all those he has given me, but raise 
them up at the last day. For my Father’s will is that 
everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him 
shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the 
last day.” (John 6:37-40  TNIV) That is God’s will for 
you. You don’t have to fear. You don’t have to worry. 
You can accept the gift of God.

Grace, by definition, is undeserved. It is unearned. 
It is God’s free gift of love. It is given to every person 
who will simply accept it. We need to think of God in 
a fresh way, the way the Bible actually presents him. 
God is our Redeemer, not our condemner. He is our 
Savior, not our destroyer. He is our Friend, not our 
enemy. God is on our side.

That’s the message of the Bible. It’s the message 
of God’s grace. The Judge has already done every-
thing that needs to be done to make our salvation 
secure.

That is the good news that Jesus brought to us. 
Some versions of that old Gospel song have a last 
line of the chorus that says, “You gotta come in at 
the door.” But the door is not some obscure opening 
that only a few can find. In Matthew 7:7-8 Jesus 
told us: “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and 
you will find; knock and the door will be opened to 
you.  For everyone who asks receives; the one who 
seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will 
be opened.”  F2F

Joseph Takch
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Mike Feazell and Alan Torrance 

Introduction: This article 
comprises a portion of an 
interview between J Michael 

Feazell, the now retired Vice 
President of Grace Communion 
International, and Alan 
Torrance, Professor of System-
atic Theology at St. Andrews, 
Scotland’s oldest university.

 at: I was blessed with a very devoted, faithful, 
loving wife. There’s one period in my life when I was 
involved in theological conversations in the Nether-
lands. I was quite regularly going off to Amsterdam. 
Lots of non-theological things go on in Amsterdam, 
and it’s sometimes known as sin city. (I used to pull 
Jane’s leg about this.) Let’s just imagine that my 
wife had come to worry as to whether I was actu-
ally engaged in illegitimate activities on my travels, 
wherever those travels were.

Two responses she might have given. She might 
have said, “Alan, I just want you to know that if you 
even contemplate involving yourself in any illicit 
activities while you’re away in your travels, I get 
the kids and I get the car and you’re going to pay 
for this the rest of your days. She could have just 
spelled out the ramifications and implications, the 
costliness of any sinning I got up to.

Or she might have said this: As she waved me 
goodbye from the front door of my house, “Alan, I 
just want you to know that if ever you find your-
self in trouble, no matter what comes your way, I’ll 
always be there for you. You’ll always be welcome 

home. I’ll always love you, I’ll always be there for 
you.” That sounds a little bit like Mills and Boon. 
[Mills & Boon publishes romance novels in the U.K.]

But ask yourself…which is most likely to lead me 
to engage in un-theological activities on my trips 
to Amsterdam? There is absolutely no question in 
my mind that I’d be much more likely to go my own 
way in the first situation, because the first response 
basically said, well, there’s no real unconditional 
love between us, it’s a contractual deal. If you play 
the game, then I’ll play my part, etc. That’s not love.

What makes us FaithFul?

The second was genuine, unconditional, costly 
love, and that is what converts us, and that’s what 
makes us faithful. When we are brought by the 
Spirit, we are given the eyes to see the lengths to 
which God goes out of unconditional love for each 
of us as a particular person, as an individual. When 
you see that and are given to live in the light of that, 
you’re liberated from sin. It doesn’t encourage us to 
go and sin, thinking it’s not going to matter. It has 
exactly the opposite effect.

That’s the difference between what’s called legal 
repentance and evangelical repentance. It’s when 
we’re presented with the gospel, the euangelion, the 
unconditional love and forgiveness of God - when 
we see that, believe it, are given eyes to recognize it 
and to affirm it - that sets us free from sin. It actually 
liberates us from sin. When we’re presented with 
unconditional love, it transforms our minds.

So the church is often trying to prop up the gospel 
either by dangling people over the pit or setting up 
conditions: if you commit this sin, you’re beyond the 
pale. No. We should have the courage to trust in 
the grace of God and the work of the Spirit getting 

AMAZING GRACE

 ...ContinueD on Pg 23
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Gordon Green

The story goes that the devil 
was once crossing the Libyan 
desert when he came upon 

an area where some of his demons 
were tormenting a holy hermit. 

The sainted man easily shook off their evil 
suggestions. The devil watched their failure, and 
then stepped forward to give them a lesson. “What 
you do is too obvious”, he said. “Permit me for one 
moment.” With that he whispered to the holy man, 

“Your brother has just been made Bishop of Alexan-
dria.” A scowl of spiteful envy immediately clouded 
the serene face of the hermit. “That,” said the devil 
to his demons, “is the sort of thing I recommend.”

Envy.  Augustine declared it to be “the great 
enemy of inner peace.” The poet Petrarch described 
it as “that which tortures the soul.” The apostle 
James wrote that “where you have envy and selfish 
ambition, there you find disorder and every evil 
practice” (James 3:16). And King Solomon? What 
did he have to say about the sinister forces of envy?  
Not too much – at first glance. But when we dig 
deeper we discover that we can’t fully understand 
Proverbs unless we consider envy because it is 
toxic to the lifestyle that Proverbs teaches. It infects 
friendships, families, churches, schools, the work 
place – and ourselves. Envy is not the way of the 
wise person!

Envy is the internal pain or distress we feel when 
someone has what we want. Envy and jealousy are 
often used interchangeably because they are close 
in meaning. But there is a difference. A helpful 
way to remember the difference is that jealousy 
has full hands and never wants them empty and 
envy has empty hands and wants them full. Inter-
estingly, both words emerge in Scripture from the 
same Hebrew term qua-nah, which means “to be 
intensely red.” It is descriptive of one whose face is 
flushed as a sudden surge of blood announces the 
rush of emotion1.  

DestruCtive emotion

I am sure, like me, you’ve experienced a sudden 
surge of envy. A rival arrives on the scene and in my 
vulnerability and immaturity, I sense that I am no 
longer getting all the attention. I want the spotlight. 
I don’t have what you have. I want to be noticed. I 
should be number one. And when I’m not, there 
rises up inside of me this powerful, destructive 
passion.  

An eagle was envious of another that could fly 
higher and faster than he could. One day the bird 

saw a hunter with 
a bow and arrow 
and said to him, 

“I wish you would 
bring down that 
eagle up there.” 
The man said he 
would if he had some 
feathers for his arrow. So the 
envious eagle pulled one out of his 
wing. The arrow was shot, but it didn’t quite reach 
the rival bird because he was flying too high. The 
eagle pulled out another feather, then another--
until he had lost so many that he himself couldn’t fly. 
The hunter took advantage of the situation, turned 
around, and killed the helpless bird. When I am 
envious of others, the one I hurt the most is myself  
– which echoes Solomon’s words in Proverbs 14:30: 
“A heart at peace gives life to the body, but envy rots 
the bones.”  

Have you ever seen a wooden house that was 
condemned because it was infested with termites? 
The damage is often not visible and you and your 
family can happily live in your home without a care 
in the world - until your house collapses. Envy is 
like that. Most of the time it remains hidden in the 
crevices of our hearts and festers inside, robbing us 
of joy, inner peace and health. Everything may look 
fine on the surface but as we compare ourselves 
with others the destructive emotions of resentment 
and bitterness churn deep within. Then, without 
warning, envy surfaces in destructive outbursts of 
backbiting, criticism, belittling or bullying  - even 
murder. The religious leaders of Jesus’ day were 
not seen as evil men or criminals. They were the 
pastors and Bible teachers of their day. They prob-
ably would have made good neighbours!  But what 
caused them to have Jesus arrested and brutally 
murdered? Envy (Matthew 27:18).   

What is the reason for envy? 
We forget...
Or we don’t know...
Or we don’t believe... 
who we really are.
Not only are you created in God’s image. Not 

only are you valuable and accepted and uncondi-
tionally loved by God. Not only have you received 
every spiritual blessing to live a godly life (2 Peter 
1:3; Ephesians 1:3) - you are unique. There is no 
one else like you! You are like your fingerprints – 
one of a kind. God knew what he was doing when 
he made you and has never had a person like you 
before and never will. 

This truth should produce in us contentment and 

King Solomon’s Mines
modeRn WiSdom FRom tHe anCient BooK 
oF PRoVeRBS (PaRt 10) -  Seeing red when you are green
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gratitude. Meditate on it. Grasp it. Believe it. Act 
on it. The truth will set you 
free! Free from your insecu-
rities, doubts and the need 
for recognition. Free to be 
your wonderful unique self. 
Accept it and you will find 
rest. Rest in who God has 
made you. Rest in Jesus 
who is being his unique self 
through your unique self. 
Choosing to see yourself as 
you really are can power-
fully affect your whole 
approach to life – and how 
you see others.  We all have 
varying degrees of talents 
and spiritual gifts and skills 
and experiences. We all 
have different roles to play in our journey through 

life. This means I can serve you with my differences 
and I’m not threatened 
when you serve me. I don’t 
have to worry that you 
have something I don’t 
have. You have everything 
you need and so do I. You 
are an original – why try 
to be a copy? So let’s get 
on with it. Be who you are, 
thank God for who you are 
and praise him for what he 
has given you. 

Open your hands. They 
are not empty.  F2F

 1 Charles R. Swindoll, Living Beyond 
the Daily Grind.  

people let in, liberating people by giving them 
eyes to see the meaning of the unconditional free-
ness of grace.

jmF: It reminds me of Paul’s letter to Titus [2:12] 
where he says, “For it is grace that teaches you to say 
no to ungodliness.”

at: Precisely. I like that. Why did I take five 
minutes to say what you said in a sentence? Exactly.

jmF: It’s like when people ask that question, it 
doesn’t work like that. Christians who receive the 
grace of God don’t think like that.

at: There’s no question at all: good, devout 
Christians do sin. I don’t mean to claim that I’m a 
good Christian, but I sin all the time. Why do I sin? 
Why do I sin when I believe so strongly in the uncon-
ditional freeness? I am absolutely convinced when 
I look at a moment that I’m sinning, it’s because 
for that moment, I’ve lost my faith. I’m not actually 
believing in the grace of God.

When to believe in the grace of God is to believe 
that the risen, crucified Jesus, the sole Priest of our 
confession, is before us now saying, “Alan, there is 
nothing you can do that will separate you from my 
love,” and when I believe that, when I’m presented 
with that, and have the eyes to see that and hear it, 
I’m not tempted to sin. It’s when I look away from 
that, that sin becomes a temptation. So the answer 
to sin, I think, is for the church to continue to remind 
people of the unconditional, costly freeness of grace 
in Jesus Christ. It’s when we’re living in that reality 
that we’re liberated. Not just liberated from sin but, 
more importantly, from the desire to sin.

jmF: So it’s fair to say that the gospel is not 
about rules and law-keeping. The gospel is about 
the positive relationship that we’re brought into 
with God and with one another. In other words, the 
gospel is a gospel of relationship, not behaviour.

at: Precisely. And that’s not just the New Testa-
ment. That’s the heart of the Old Testament. Exodus 
20, the Ten Commandments, the laws, where do 
they start? The first one, “I am the Lord thy God who 
has brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage.” When people talk of the Ten 
Commandments, they immediately want to start 
with the “thou shalts” and the “thou shalt nots.” But 
it only makes sense in the context of that first verse, 
which spells out the nature of God’s unconditional 
covenant commitment to Israel. He loves Israel and 
has delivered them from bondage in that love.

It should read…I am the Lord thy God which 
has delivered you from Egypt…therefore, as I am 
unconditionally faithful to you, have no other God’s 
before me. And as I am unconditionally faithful to 
all of Israel, so be faithful to each other. Don’t kill, 
don’t commit adultery, don’t lie, don’t steal, etc.

In other words, the Torah, the Jewish law, the 
commandments, are simply spelling out the struc-
ture, the logic of a relationship of love and faith-
fulness. The key concept in the first five books of 
the Bible, the Pentateuch, is God’s shesed, or loving 
kindness, God’s covenant faithfulness, or berith—
that’s the word for covenant. In other words, it’s 
about relationship. The whole of the Pentateuch is a 
relational gospel.

So when Jesus summed up the law, in love God 
and your neighbour as yourself, he wasn’t intro-
ducing some new formula, he was being a good 
Jew. He was simply summarizing the heart of the 
Ten Commandments. 

So I couldn’t agree more with what you just 
said.  F2F

If you would like to learn more about the “You’re included” series, visit 
our website at www.gci.org/media 
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