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Editorial

Face to Face Magazine is unashamedly Chris-
tian in its approach and presentation. This does not 
mean we present a list of laws or ethics as a way to 
live. It means, to the best of our ability, we present 
to our readers the reality which is Jesus Christ.

Aristotle encouraged his disciples to ‘follow my 
teachings’, Buddha to ‘follow my meditations’ and 
Muhammad ‘to follow my noble pillars’.

But Jesus tells us to ‘follow me’.
In other philosophies and religions, following the 

teachings of the founder is sufficient and would not 
require a personal relationship with that founder, 
but in true Christianity it is impossible to separate 
the teacher and his teachings. Simply put, Christi-
anity is not about works; it’s about a very deep and 
personal relationship, where Christ radiates from 
within us.

In Colossians 1:26-27 Paul describes the mystery 
of the ages, as ‘Christ in you, the hope of glory.’ The 
One true God, Creator of all the heavens and the 
earth has chosen you as his dwelling place.

Many feel racked with inadequacies as they try 
ever harder to become more ‘like Christ.’ For us as 

humans, this is unattainable. Where the scriptures 
refer to us as becoming Christ-like and putting on 
the mind of Christ, the Greek words do not relate to 
cheap imitation or cognitive understanding, but to 
the relational knowing of him.

Jesus is no veneer that covers up an inferior wood. 
He is about transformation from within, because 
that is where he has chosen to dwell. As we hand 
more of our life over to him, that transformation 
continues until we can say, as Paul did ‘I no longer 
live, but Christ lives in me.’

Christianity should be more of a love affair than 
a set of do’s and don’ts, and I hope as you read 
through the pages of this issue of Face to Face 
Magazine that your love, as well as your under-
standing of his love, grows ever deeper.

Thank you for your continued support as we 
spread the Good News of Jesus.

Tim
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our vision

Face to Face seeks to inspire you to reach your 
full potential as you discover deeper insight into 
the purpose of living and relationships through 
an intimate bond with the Triune God.

our mission

1. Face to Face seeks to become a trustworthy 
Christian Media Ministry with a reputation 
for quality content, balanced theology and 
thought provoking articles and programmes.

2. Face to Face is committed to bringing a 
positive and practical Christian perspec-
tive on everyday issues facing ordinary 

people. Its content is biblically based, rela-
tional, inspirational and informative.

3. Face to Face undertakes to engage indi-
viduals from a wide range of national and 
cultural backgrounds. It seeks to reflect 
perspectives across these cultural bounda-
ries fairly, accurately and respectfully.

4. Face to Face seeks to inspire readers 
to embrace the gospel and live a 
grace-centred life in Jesus Christ.

5. Face to Face seeks to cultivate a coop-
erative and constructive engagement 
with leaders and communities across a 
broad spectrum of Christian faiths.

DONATIONS 

If you would like to contribute to the 
spreading of the gospel through this 
magazine, use these details: 
 
Grace Communion International 
First National Bank 
Acc. No. 59380027523 
Branch code: 255805 
Reference: F2F
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It’s the classic action movie. 
There are 10 seconds 
before the bomb explodes 

and kills thousands of people 
for a dozen city blocks, not to 
mention totally vaporising the 
hero who is trying to disarm it.  

Sweat pours off his or her face as anxious police 
and others stand by in frozen terror. Which wire to 
cut - the red one or the yellow one? Four seconds 
to go. Try the red one. Two seconds to go. No, the 
yellow one. One second. Snip!

There is only one chance to get it right. Somehow 
in the movies the hero always manages to cut the 
right wire, but life is not the movies. Ever feel that 
you’ve cut the wrong wire and everything has just 
gone – BOOM? With a real bomb there is no second 
chance, but if only God would give us a second 
chance.

I think whether God gives us second chances can 
be answered to a large extent by looking at the life 
of Jesus. Jesus was (and is) God and his life and 
character clearly reflect that of God the Father. So 
when the disciple Peter comes to Jesus and asks 

‘How many times must I forgive those that sin against 
me? Seven times?”  Jesus’ answer is intriguing. “No, 
not seven times, but seventy times seven.” Quite a 

lot by anyone’s standard (Matthew. 18:21-22). But 
to really grasp the significance of this encounter a 
person needs to understand a bit of the culture of 
the time. In the time of the disciples the religious 
leaders taught that you should forgive those who 
wronged you three times. After that you don’t have 
to. You see, Peter thought he was being very right-
eous and had come up with an answer that Jesus 
would really be impressed with. But Jesus wasn’t 
impressed. He basically was saying to Peter that he 
is missing the point of forgiveness. That forgiving 
someone was not about keeping score – that is not 
truly forgiving from the heart. In fact, when Jesus 
said “Seventy times seven” he did not mean only up 
to 490 times. He was saying you keep on forgiving. 
This is the true character and heart of Jesus and 
God as well, because Jesus, God the Father and 
the Holy Spirit are one.  Not just in being, but in 
character as well. This is part of the triune nature of 
the God relationship. That’s what he is like, that’s 
who he is!

bloWn their chances?

I have actually met people who truly believe 
they have just sinned too many times for God to 
forgive them. They feel they’ve blown their chances 
with God and of ‘being saved’. Once again the life 
and actions of Jesus speak volumes. Peter, Jesus’ 
trusted friend and companion, publically rejects 
and denounces Jesus three times (Matthew 26:34, 
56, 69-75). Yet Jesus simply reaches out to Peter, 

Johannes Maree

 ...continueD on pg 6

DOES GOD GIVE 
SECOND CHANCES?
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Tim Maguire

There are few if any scrip-
tural passages that cause 
more debate and confusion 

than the creation account found 
in the first book of Genesis. 

Not only do some evolutionists attempt to rip 
it apart and unbelievers ridicule it, but very few 
Christians, and even learned theologians seem to 
be able to agree on what it says. 

In the last issue of Face to Face Magazine I 
explained how Christ Himself claimed to be central 
to all scripture, even the Old Testament, and that 
when we study the Bible our focus should be on him. 

Some have asked just what I mean when I say 
that we need to learn to unveil Christ in the Old 
Testament scriptures. As a response I would like to 
take a portion of this very famous passage of scrip-
ture in Genesis, and focus, not on what we have 
traditionally thought or been taught about it, but 
to look for Christ and his saving work revealed in it. 

Let me make myself clear right from the start. 
I’m not saying that this is the only way to look at 
these very intriguing scriptures, but my goal is to 
provide a spiritual parallel to the physical account 
of creation. Running within the thread of Genesis, 
we unveil God’s redemptive plan for humanity 
through his Son.

In Genesis 1:1 we are introduced to God as 
creator of heaven and earth. God claims supremacy 
as Creator of all things and introduces himself to 
us in his fullness. He lets us know that the entire 
universe was created by him, thereby giving our 
lives meaning and worth, as we are not just a result 
of happenstance.

In verse 2 we are told of this world he had 
created found not only formless and empty, but 
also covered by a shroud of darkness. The word 

translated ‘darkness’ here is the Hebrew word kho-
shek, which literally means darkness but also has 
a figurative meaning of misery, destruction, death, 
ignorance, sorrow and wickedness. 1

the scene is noW set

The earth has been created, but it has become 
a world empty and in ruin, drowning in misery and 
destruction, filled with ignorance confusion, chaos 
and sorrow with the shadow of death hanging over 
all of mankind.

Enter Christ: Genesis 1:3,4): And God said ‘Let 
there be light’ and there was light. God saw that 
the light was good, and he separated the light from 
the darkness.

Let’s pause here for a moment and see that we 
are not stretching this analogy too far. In studying 
the Bible, we should never take one scripture in 
isolation and try to tag our own meaning on it, but 
allow other verses to reinforce the interpretation.

The first book of John is considered to be the 
chronological beginning of the Bible, and he 
provides us with this spiritual analogy of the Genesis 
account. 

John introduces  Christ to us as the Word, who 
became flesh and dwelt among us, (John 1:1-3, 
14), but John then goes on to describe Christ as the 
Light of the world.

John 1:4-5 “ In him was life, and that life was the 
light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the 
darkness has not understood it.” 

Vs.9  The true light that gives light to every man 
was coming into the world. 

John supports the parallel of Genesis by 
explaining that Christ is in fact the light that came to 
a darkened world and shone hope where there had 
previously been only misery, destruction, ignorance 
and death.

What did God declare when he saw the Light 

Have you 
seen the 

light?
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now given to the world?
That it was good! (Genesis 1:4)
The word in the Hebrew that is translated ‘good’ 

is ‘tobe’ which can be used as an adjective as well 
as a noun with both feminine and masculine char-
acteristics attributed to it. 2

Christ explained to the wealthy ruler in Luke 
18:19 that there is no-one good, but God. Again, if 
we are looking at the parallel in Genesis, good can 
only be referring to God.

It is also interesting to note that the word trans-
lated as ‘good’ in Genesis 1:4 is the very same word 
used in the 23rd Psalm, where David proclaims that 
goodness (tobe) and mercy will follow him all the 
days of his life. God is that goodness and mercy 
and he will never give up on us, will never leave 
us, but pursue us in love all the days of our lives. 
It becomes obvious then that in both instances the 
Hebrew word ‘tobe’ can also refer to our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

goD is involveD

Remember always, that you were created with a 
purpose. You are not the result of a chance, random 
happening. Although the Genesis account has been 
interpreted in many ways the central theme that 
Christians agree on is that all things were created 
by God, through Jesus, and by that process God 
reveals himself as a personal Creator who cares 
deeply for all he created. He is not impersonal, 
distant or aloof. Rather he meets his creation face 

to face desiring an intimate relationship with us. He 
did not create, then step aside, but remains involved 
with his creation, and through him all things are 
held together (Colossians 1:17) 

Jesus is therefore not just someone that shows 
up in the new testament to shed light on God’s plan 
for us, but has in fact been the shedding that light 
on us since the dawn of creation.

God, in his infinite mercy and love for each one of 
us, sent his Son to free us from darkness and invited 
us to live in his light. Christ, who was slain from the 
foundation of the world became our radiant light 
and hope, saving us from the darkness of death and 
hopelessness in which we were trapped.

Hopefully now you see the Light! 
Unfortunately we do not have the time here 

to deal with the other 6 days referred to in this 
account. But my challenge to you is to prayerfully 
study the rest of Genesis 1, (and why stop there?) 
and see for yourself how many of the other days 
have the same physical/spiritual duality to them. An 
interesting point to note is that each day ends with 
God declaring it ‘good’. 

Happy studying, and remember; the Bible is His 
story!   F2F

1 Strong’s concordance H2822 
2 Strong’s concordance H2896

 Does goD give seconD chances? - ContinuEd from pg 4

forgives him and loves him. I believe in many ways 
that was a significant turning point in Peter’s life. He 
went on to become a powerful and faithful follower 
of Jesus and leader of the church.

Another amazing example of the true forgive-
ness of God is that while in 
excruciating agony and dying 
on a cross, Jesus totally forgives 
those who have done this 
appalling deed, while they are 
still standing there mocking him. 
Think about it for a minute. That 
is an unbelievable, truly divine, 
show of love and forgiveness. A 
type that can only be found in 
God himself. 

Contrary to the popular 
belief of many non-believers 
and believers alike, God is not 
out to get you. He is not this big, 
angry, unapproachable Being 
sitting in heaven just waiting to zap you as soon as 
you step out of line. That is not God. That is in fact 
actually what we humans are like. That is a part of 
our character. It is we, not God, who keep score on 
those that do us wrong. It is we, not God, who stop 
forgiving and break off relationships. 

We can find numerous examples in the Bible 

where God expresses his love for us and his desire 
for us to be with him. How often does he not promise 
that “he will never leave us nor forsake us” (Hebrews 
13:5). God’s desire is that not one should be lost, 
but that all should be saved. The real beauty is that 

God and Jesus did not just say 
these nice sounding words, but 
that they lived out everything 
they said through the life and 
example of Jesus.

So, does God give second 
chances? The answer is ‘No’ - 
God will not only give us a 
second chance, but He will 
continue to forgive us.  Talk 
freely to God about your sins, 
failures and hurts. Focus on 
him - not your shortcomings. 
God isn’t counting or keeping 
score. He will continue to love 
us, forgive us, walk with us and 

hold onto us, no matter what.
It is not every day that you will find someone who 

will give you a second chance – let alone someone 
who will give you a second chance every day! But in 
Jesus, you will find both.  F2F
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Living in  
the Present

Barbara Dahlgren

Many people live in 
the past, constantly 
lamenting what 

might have been. 
Instead of accepting what cannot be changed 

and moving on, they prefer to be held captive by 
things they can do nothing about. 

 Others put their lives on hold waiting for the 
future. As soon as all their preconceived needs are 
met, they will get their priorities straight and live the 
good life.  

While it’s true we can learn from the past and 
look toward the future, we live today. God lives in 
the present. His name is “I am” not “I was” or “I will 
be” or “I might have been.” God meets our needs 
daily (Matthew 6:11). Our walk with God is a day-
by-day journey. By not living in the present, we can 
miss what God has in mind for us today.  

From a spiritual perspective, we live in the 
present by being open to God’s presence in our 
lives every day. We seek a closer relationship with 
him (Matthew 6:33). We do not let the past drag us 
down or the worries of the future hinder our daily 
walk with God. 

This daily walk with God is vital, but how we walk 
with him is also important.

“Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery, today 
is a gift of God, which is why we call it the present” 

– Bill Keane, creator of the “Family Circle” cartoon 
series.

Let’s use the analogy of taking a nature walk. 
Since I’m not drawn to nature as many are, I 
could wander aimlessly down a trail unaware of 
surroundings. When asked what I saw I might not 
even remember. Others notice the chirping bluebird, 
the laughing child, the leaves changing color, a fish 
jumping in a pond or a vibrant sunset and realize all 
those things have something to do with God. They 
are aware and alert to God’s presence all around 
them. How I yearn for that!  

Prayers of those living in the present become 
more than begging God to give them what they 
want. They want God’s will revealed to them and his 
desires to be their desires. They pray throughout the 
day—some big prayers and many little prayers—of 
praise, thanks, and requests for immediate help to 

bring a thought or action back to where God would 
want it to be (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18).  

Studying God’s Word becomes more than just 
reading a few scriptures (Acts 17:11). They think 
about how those scriptures apply to their daily lives. 
They realize the Bible is a living book God uses to 
speak to them, so they ask God to help them under-
stand it more fully. They want scripture written on 
their hearts so it comes to mind when needed in a 
given situation throughout a day.  

Meditation becomes more than busy thought. 
They purpose themselves to think about God, his 
Word, biblical principles and how Christ would 
handle situations (Psalm 1:2, Joshua 1:8). They also 
learn to be still and know God (Psalm 46:10). They 
dwell on God’s goodness, mercy, love and grace. 

This is their walk with God, and they will do 
this every day, all day long. When they wake up 
tomorrow they’ll do it again because God’s mercies 
and love for us are brand new every day  (Lamen-
tations 3:22-23). There is something new to be 
learned about God each and every day, but we’ll 
miss it if we aren’t living in the present.   F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey
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Celebrating our 
Differences

‘How can dad and mom say 
so many bad things to one 
another?  I love them both. 

I wish they would stop fighting.’  
 
These may be the unspoken thoughts of chil-
dren as they watch their parents clash over 
difference of opinion from time to time.  

While sporadic disagreements may be generally 
regarded as what normally occurs in a healthy family, 
one cannot help but reflect on the more disturbing 
happenings of people colliding all around us on a 
daily basis.  Conflict within families and communi-
ties, in the workplace, political arena, along racial 
or ethnic lines, competing interests in industry, civil 
wars and territorial battles scream at us in head-
line news every day.  Brewing underlying tensions 
can escalate out of control and reach flashpoint in 
no time creating fear, insecurity and uneasiness in 
the psyche of peoples, organisations and nations.  
Yet, we somehow think of our generation as being 
the most advanced civilisation in history.  What a 
paradox!

What about your world?  Do you find yourself on 
a collision course with specific individuals, groups or 
organisations?  Perhaps, your marriage is not what 
it should be or you are at loggerheads with your 
employer or what was once a good relationship is 
becoming troublesome.  Naturally, we cannot deal 
with all the issues concerning conflict in one article.  
However, I would like to share a few thoughts that 
will help you make a difference as you interact with 
people in your environment.

a gift to be valueD

Firstly, it is important to realise that conflict 
is normal and will occur because we are all so 

uniquely different; emotionally, mentally, physically 
and psychologically.  We need to understand that 
diversity is not a problem to be solved but a gift 
to be valued.  Communicating and listening with 
empathy to the wisdom in our differences is what 
makes life and relationships fulfilling, if we allow it.  

Embracing others for who they are; their back-
ground, their talents, their culture, their experiences, 
their personalities and the perspectives they bring 
to the table, enriches the quality of our relationships 
in an extraordinarily meaningful way.

The late Stephen Covey emphasised in his book 
The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, “The 
person who is truly effective has the humility and 
reverence to recognise his own perceptual limita-
tions and to appreciate the rich resources available 
through interaction with the hearts and minds of 
other human beings.  That person values the differ-
ences because those differences add to his knowl-
edge, to his understanding of reality.”  

We learn from one another as we consider how 
the interface of our thoughts with the thoughts of 
others often results in thoughts we would never 
have had…none of us is as smart as all of us. True 
learning occurs when problems are approached 
from many perspectives.  Responding to conflict 
situations constructively in the right attitude through 
healthy dialogue will often lead to real answers as 
well as deeper more lasting relationships.  

tWo very Different cultures

We have an interesting story of how God 
brought Peter and Cornelius together in the book of 
Acts chapter 10:28,  two very different people from 
totally diverse cultures.  Cornelius was a gentile 
centurion of the Roman army who considered Jewish 
customs such as circumcision, animal sacrifices and 
dietary laws to be very strange.  Peter, being a Jew, 
regarded gentiles as common or unclean because 
of their eating habits and materialistic lifestyle.  

Bob Klynsmith
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These two very different cultures came together in 
harmony, accepting one another in the presence 
of the Holy Spirit as Peter exclaimed in Acts 10:28 

“You are well aware that it is against our law for a 
Jew to associate with gentiles or visit them.  But God 
has shown me that I should not call anyone impure 
or unclean.”   

Jesus demonstrated his love for diversity among 
all people throughout His ministry.  He recog-
nised the dignity of every individual whether Jew, 
Samaritan, Canaanite or Greek.  He also mixed 
easily with publicans and sinners providing them 
with the opportunity to view life differently through 
the unconditional grace of a loving God who cared 
for them.   We read in John chapter 4 about the 
wonderful way in which Jesus touched the life of the 
Samaritan woman at the well.  She was despised 
by the so called “superior” Jewish community for 
her race, religion, gender and sin.  In fact, it was 
considered anathema for a Jew, to be seen eating 
or drinking publicly with a Samaritan.  Yet, she was 
astonished when Jesus, being a Jew, asked her to 
give him a drink of water.

People and relationships would be dull and 
dreary if they were all exactly the same, just like 
eating the same food every day would be boring.  
Imagine if you married a person who was just like 
you in every way.  Marriage is one of the most 
intimate of relationships, bringing two different 
people together under the same roof for a lifetime.   
And the dynamics change when children come 
along.  Sharp differences in opinions, perspectives 
and lifestyle come as part of the package.  I have 
enjoyed the wonderful blessing of being married 
for 30 years, yet our relationship continues to be 
an incredible journey of discovery.  Sure it takes 
commitment, balance and ongoing effort to talk 
through and work out how to deal with our differ-
ences, while understanding the need to give each 
other the space to be who we are as individuals...
enjoying the diversity within the relationship.  

May I suggest that one of the most powerful 
ways in which you can enhance healthy relation-
ships, whether at home or at work or in community, 
is giving each person in a relationship the freedom 
to express himself or herself fully as an individual.  
Naturally, this calls for empathetic listening and 
responding in a spirit of maturity and reconciliation 
to one another’s needs.  

the rainboW nation

Jesus Christ came to reconcile humankind to God.  
As we enjoy the spirit of harmony with the Father, 
through the Son, by the Holy Spirit, so we need to 
extend the depth of his love and grace to the people 
we interact with in our daily lives, celebrating and 
enjoying the wonderful diversity within our beloved 
nation. Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu encour-
aged the celebration of our South African diversity 
in 1994, calling it the rainbow nation.

However, this kind of peace can only be achieved 
by letting go of the racial prejudices, biases, 
discrimination and stereotyped thinking that may 
be deeply ingrained in our hearts, perhaps due to 
our upbringing or exposure to any number of unfor-
tunate experiences and influences of the past.  We 
all carry these blind spots in one way or another 
and need to call on the Holy Spirit to inspire us to 
rise above such deplorable traits.  Understanding 
the common destiny and potential opportunity every 
human being has to enjoy an intimate relationship 
with the Triune God, brings a whole new perspective 
on how we treat one another.  Notice Acts 17:26: 

“God made from one blood every nation of men to 

dwell on all the face of the earth” (NIV 1984).  It 
is amazing to consider the impact of how our vast 
differences coming together magnificently in the 
unity of being ‘one in Christ’ and his indwelling, will 
result in a peace accord that is far more powerful 
than the greatest of differences.  Unity in Diversity!

Sadly, even at this stage of our democracy we 
continue to hear shocking stories of racial prejudice 
and bias.  Yet, I also come across many ordinary 
South Africans who cherish and enjoy the incredible 
diversity that surrounds us.  Abilities and behav-
iours, both good and bad, know no racial, ethnic or 
gender bounds.  The core issues of discrimination 
and prejudice lie in our human nature.  

Renowned essayist and poet, Ralph Waldo 
Emerson noted:  “Every man is my superior in some 
way in that I can learn from him.”  Let’s extend the 
hand of friendship to one another in a genuine 
spirit of mutual respect, reconciliation and forgive-
ness, celebrating the unique diversity that lies 
within our rainbow nation.  Philippians 2:3-4 tells 
us “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.  
Rather in humility value others above yourselves, not 
looking to your own interests but each of you to the 
interests of others.”   

I will conclude with a thought provoking poem 
written in the early years of the civil rights move-
ment in America; it is a parable about the things that 
separate us and how the coldness in men’s hearts is 
a kind of death.  The author, James Patrick Kinney, 
was born on March 16, 1923, in Cincinnati, Ohio.  
Think carefully as you read this poem and seriously 
ask yourself the question “What am I doing with the 
stick in my hand?” 

the colD Within

Six humans trapped by happenstance
In bleak and bitter cold.
Each one possessed a stick of wood
Or so the story’s told.
Their dying fire in need of logs
The first man held his back
For of the faces round the fire
He noticed one was black.
The next man looking ‘cross the way
Saw one not of his church
And couldn’t bring himself to give
The fire his stick of birch.
The third one sat in tattered clothes.
He gave his coat a hitch.
Why should his log be put to use
To warm the idle rich.
The rich man just sat back and thought
Of the wealth he had in store
And how to keep what he had earned
From the lazy shiftless poor.
The black man’s face bespoke revenge
As the fire passed from his sight.
For all he saw in his stick of wood
Was a chance to spite the white.
The last man of this forlorn group
Did nought except for gain.
Giving only to those who gave
Was how he played the game.
Their logs held tight in death’s still hands
Was proof of human sin.
They didn’t die from the cold without 
They died from the cold within   F2F
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Where are 
the Faithful?

Nineteen people died, fifty 
two injured – in one 
horrendous bus accident. 

In Syria 8000 were killed in civil uprising.  
Riots, murder, rape, deceit, corruption, police offi-
cials imprisoned, schools burned, streets blockaded, 
shop windows broken and shops looted.  And that’s 
only the seven o’clock news.

In a church some-
where in Africa the 
gospel of peace is 
preached. However, 
members of a different 
faith are out to kill and 
destroy their presumed 
enemies. 

What is there that is 
good or to rejoice about 
when you see glee on 
the faces of rioters? Are 
Christians protected?  
Not always. A dear 
friend, who I believe 
lived closer to God than 
I, was attacked in her 
house whilst her husband was struck on the head 
with a gun while reading his Bible.

And then there are diseases eating away at the 
human body in the form of HIV Aids, cancer, tuber-
culosis and many, many more.

In the Old Testament  we read of murder and war 
on a grand scale. In Leviticus 19 and 20 we read of 
physical blessings for obedience to God and severe 
cursings, death, bloodshed, famine and trouble of 
the worst kind for disobedience. But in the New 
Testament we find Jesus saying “Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give you. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled and do not be afraid” (John 14:27).

What was he telling us, when through the ages 
numerous martyrs paid the price of being burnt at 
the stake or fed to lions and all the apostles died 
violent deaths in martyrdom except John?

In 1 Kings 19, when Jezebel threatened Elijah he 

fled and wanted to die because he saw only himself 
as serving God while the world around him was 
living in sin. When we look around we may even 
feel the same. But God stirred Elijah, speaking to 
him personally, appointing a few tasks for him to do, 
and encouraging him with the assurance that there 
were 7000 in Israel who had not bowed down to the 
pagan god, Baal. These were just as faithful to God 
as the old prophet himself. Elijah had to pick himself 

up and get on with the 
comparatively mundane 
tasks of anointing a 
couple of kings as well 
as a prophet to succeed 
him. And this after he 
had performed a spec-
tacular miracle the day 
before!

In this present evil 
world, we are still able 
to see God’s glorious 
creation carrying on 
according to the laws 
of nature and to our 
enjoyment. We also see 
that a small portion of 
humanity is serving God 

wholeheartedly.

The majority of confessing Christians sing and 
rejoice every Sunday. Why? That friend of ours who 
was so brutally attacked, still rejoices in the Lord 
and tells of his goodness every day and how he 
intervenes in his great mercy in their lives.

hoW can We rejoice?

What is it that stirs the joy of the Lord in the 
hearts of believers amidst all the evil around? 

Paul said: “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, 
but of power and of love and of a sound mind” (2 
Timothy 1:7 NKJV). It is really simple. It’s the resur-
rected Jesus who has given us God’s Holy Spirit to 
fill our minds with peace beyond understanding.

Jesus said true worshippers will worship God in 
spirit and in truth. It is our hearts and minds that 
are guided and protected whilst the fleeting body 

Eben Jacobs

 ...continueD on pg 12
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When God 
Whispers Your Name

Max Lucado

“The sheep listen to 
the voice of the 
shepherd. He calls 

his own sheep by name and 
leads them out” (John 10:3).

When I see a flock of sheep I see exactly that, a 
flock. A rabble of wool. A herd of hooves. I don’t 
see a sheep. I see sheep. All alike. None different. 
That’s what I see.

But not so with the shepherd. To him every sheep 
is different. Every face is special. Every face has a 
story. And every sheep has a name. The one with 
the sad eyes, that’s Droopy. And the fellow with one 
ear up and the other down, I call him Oscar. And the 
small one with the black patch on his leg, he’s an 
orphan with no brothers. I call him Joseph.

The shepherd knows his sheep. He calls them by 
name.

When we see a crowd, we see exactly that, a 
crowd. Filling a stadium or flooding a mall. When 
we see a crowd, we see people, not persons, but 
people. A herd of humans. A flock of faces. That’s 
what we see.

But not so with the Shepherd. To him every face 
is different. Every face is a story. Every face is a child. 

Every child has a name. The one with the sad eyes, 
that’s Sally. The old fellow with one eyebrow up and 
the other down, Harry’s his name. And the young 
one with the limp? He’s an orphan with no brothers. 
I call him Joey.

The Shepherd knows his sheep. He knows each 
one by name. The Shepherd knows you. He knows 
your name. And he will never forget it. “I have 
written your name on my hand” (Isaiah 49:16).

goD has a neW name in store for you

Quite a thought, isn’t it? Your name on God’s 
hand. Your name on God’s lips. Maybe you’ve seen 
your name in some special places. On an award 
or diploma or walnut door. Or maybe you’ve heard 
your name from some important people—a coach, 
a celebrity, a teacher. But to think that your name 
is on God’s hand and on God’s lips . . . my, could 
it be?

Or perhaps you’ve never seen your name 
honoured. And you can’t remember when you 
heard it spoken with kindness. If so, it may be more 
difficult for you to believe that God knows your 
name.

But he does. Written on his hand. Spoken by his 
mouth. Whispered by his lips. Your name. And not 
only the name you now have, but the name he has 
in store for you. A new name he will give you . . .
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decays.
Looking at humanity and its behaviour in general 

can be very depressing. But what God has offered 
the inner person is what uplifts us.  Attitudes and 
behaviour change, and what 
sounds virtually impossible in 
secular life, becomes second 
nature  -  to love God with 
your whole heart and mind 
and strength, and your fellow 
human beings as yourself.

Preservation in Christ is 
what gives peace. Acceptance 
of his sacrifice and faith in his 
resurrection, and assurance 
of eternal life is what lifts your 
soul and spirit to realms of joy 
and assurance of eternal life. 

Who are these people?

The faithful are those who follow Jesus Christ 
and submit their lives to him no matter what this 
world throws at them. They walk the streets and 
work in offices; they make roads and do washing 
and ironing; they are in the world and look like the 
world but have been preserved as the faithful in 

Christ. 
Are they a special breed or what is the differ-

ence?
The only difference is that they have heard the 

gospel and accepted Christ as 
their personal Saviour. They 
go about with peace in their 
hearts and hope in their souls. 
But unlike the 7000 preserved 
in Elijah’s time, this preserva-
tion today is not limited to a 
born again minority.  Jesus 
said all who are weary and 
burdened should come unto 
him and he will give them rest 
(Matthew 11:28). 

“Yes. God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son so 
that whoever believed in him 
should not perish but have 

eternal life. For God did not send Jesus to condemn 
the world but that through him the world might be 
saved” (John 3:16,17).  F2F

When God Whispers Your Name is a book of 
hope. A book whose sole aim is to encourage. I’ve 
harvested thoughts from a landscape of fields. And 
though their size and flavours are varied, their 
purpose is singular: to provide you, the reader, with 
a word of hope. I thought you could use it.

You’ve been on my mind as I’ve been writing. 
I’ve thought of you often. I honestly have. Over the 
years I’ve gotten to know some of you folks well. I’ve 
read your letters, shaken your hands, and watched 
your eyes. I think I know you.

You’re busy. Time passes before your tasks are 
finished. And if you get a chance to read, it’s a slim 
chance indeed.

You’re anxious. Bad news outpaces the good. 
Problems outnumber solutions. And you are 
concerned. What future do your children have on 
this earth? What future do you have?

You’re cautious. You don’t trust as easily as you 
once did.

Politicians lied. The system failed. The minister 
compromised. Your spouse cheated. It’s not easy to 
trust. It’s not that you don’t want to. It’s just that you 
want to be careful.

There is one other thing. You’ve made some 
mistakes. I met one of you at a bookstore in Mich-
igan. A businessman, you seldom came out of your 
office at all and never to meet an author. But then 

you did. You were regretting the many hours at 
work and the few hours at home and wanted to talk.

And the single mom in Chicago. One kid was 
tugging, the other crying, but juggling them both, 
you made your point. “I made mistakes,” you 
explained, “but I really want to try again.”

And there was that night in Fresno. The musician 
sang and I spoke and you came. You almost didn’t. 
You almost stayed home. Just that day you’d found 
the note from your wife. She was leaving you. But 
you came anyway. Hoping I’d have something for 
the pain. Hoping I’d have an answer. Where is God 
at a time like this?

And so as I wrote, I thought about you. All of 
you. You aren’t malicious. You aren’t evil. You aren’t 
hardhearted, (hardheaded occasionally, but not 
hardhearted). You really want to do what is right. 
But sometimes life turns south. Occasionally we 
need a reminder.

Not a sermon.
A reminder.
A reminder that God knows your name.  F2F

From When God Whispers Your Name
Copyright (Thomas Nelson, 1999) Max Lucado
Listen to UpWords with Max Lucado at OnePlace.com
Reprinted with kind permission of Max Lucado

 Where are the faithful - ContinuEd from pg 10
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What if the sky 
should fall?

I  have some good news 
and bad news. 

NASA has predicted that the Andromeda 
Galaxy, which is hurtling towards us at 250,000 
miles an hour, will collide with our Milky Way galaxy, 
scattering stars, including our sun, in all directions. 
The good news is that it won’t happen for about 4 
billion years. Even so, it will probably give the end-
of-the-world doomsayers something else to worry 
us with.

So how should we Christians view world events 
in the light of prophecy? Matthew 24:6-8 says, “You 
will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it 
that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, 
but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be 
famines and earthquakes in various places. All these 
are the beginning of birth pains” (NIV).

So, what does Bible prophecy tell us about world 
events? It says that lots of bad stuff is going to 
happen, and some people are going to be led astray 
by those events, concluding that the end is near, but 
that we shouldn’t follow their lead and believe it. “If 
they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do not 
go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is [coming in the year 
2014], do not believe it” (Matthew 24:26).

Matthew 24, verse 36 says, “But about that day 
or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, 
nor the Son, but only the Father. (NIV)

So, yes the Bible predicts that bad stuff will 
happen, and we are seeing that being fulfilled all 
around us. However, these words of Jesus have 
been in the process of being fulfilled for nearly 2000 
years now. We might want to know just how much 
longer. But the Bible specifically avoids answering 
the question of how long that is going to continue. 
Apparently we, and even Jesus in his earthly life, 

don’t need to know. So we should approach world 
events in the light of that prophecy.

Bible prophecy also tells us that people will 
make some erroneous claims about the timing of 
the return of Christ, and we see that being fulfilled 
around us, too.

The real point of Bible prophecy is not that we 
should watch world events, but that we should 
watch ourselves. When the end does come, we 
want to be found faithful. Just knowing the date will 
not earn us a ticket into salvation. The point of the 
prophecies is not to enable prediction, but to foster 
faithfulness and our faith should not be based on 
speculation but on the character of the one who 
promises and prophesies.

We live in an unstable world, and we will see ups 
and downs. We are to live in the same way regard-
less of whether the end is near or far. Jesus told one 
of his parables to people who thought the kingdom 
of God was going to appear right away; he told 
other parables about people who thought it was 
going to be a long way off. We are not supposed 
to base our behavior, or our faith, on whether it is 
near or far – the Christian life remains the same no 
matter which it is because we place our faith in the 
Faithful One whose Word we live by.

So, in the light of Bible prophecy, we’ll take note 
of world events – watching them go up and down, 
getting better and worse – but don’t base your 
Christian life on them. In Acts 1:6, just before Jesus 
ascended into heaven, the disciples asked Jesus 
if he was going to bring the kingdom right away. 
Jesus responded in verses 7-8, “He told them, ‘You 
don’t get to know the time. Timing is the Father’s 
business. What you’ll get is the Holy Spirit. And when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you, you will be able to 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, all over Judea and 
Samaria, even to the ends of the world.’”  F2F

Joseph Tkach
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PRAYING 
FOR THE 
PRINCE 
OF PEACE

Our world is full of 
startling contrasts.

For example, just before and during 
the Olympics, the news was  dominated by stories 
and by scenes of horror and carnage from the 
Middle East. 

I am referring to the slaughter of innocent men, 
women and children in Syria. Despite talks of peace 
and ceasefires the grim reality of mass killings 
continues. There is a fear that chemical weapons 
may be deployed.

I wonder what God thinks of all this. 
Some have suggested that God approves of 

organized violence and of murderous aggression 
when it is done in his name.They refer us to the 
Old Testament stories of conquest and vengeance, 
and to the bloody history of religion, including 
Christianity. One need only think of the Crusades, 
and of the wars and conflicts between Catholics and 
Protestants.

During World War 2 the Allies and the Axis 
powers claimed victories in the name of the same 
Christian God. In 1862, during the American Civil 
War between the God-fearing Confederates and 
the God-fearing Unionists, Abraham Lincoln wrote: 

“God cannot be for and against the same thing at 
the same time”.More recently both George W Bush 
and Saddam Hussein thought they had God on 
their side.

So what does God think? The New Testament 
has this to say about the source of war.“Where do 
you think all these appalling wars and quarrels come 
from? Do you think they just happen? Think again. 
They come about because you want your own way, 
and fight for it deep inside yourselves. You lust for 
what you don’t have and are willing to kill to get it. 
You want what isn’t yours and will risk violence to 
get your hands on it”  (James 4:1-2, The Message 
throughout).

Doing goD a favour?

The problem is that seemingly religious leaders 
and warriors have hijacked the name of God in 
order to justify their dark deeds, They thought they 
were honouring God by fighting for him, even if it 
meant killing others in the process, thus “doing God 
a favour” (John 16:2).

If we claim God is with us, then we can persuade 
ourselves that any and all actions in pursuit of what 
we want to do are defensible. This is our human 
attempt to manipulate God. But God is not mocked. 
He does not go along with our deadly games. 
The Old Testament records how successive kings 
claimed God as their partner in war and violence. 
Perhaps, as Paul mentions in I Corinthians 10:11, 
these accounts were noted as warnings “in our 
history books, written down so that we don’t repeat 
their mistakes”.

Paul also explains that our understanding of God 
is obscured (1 Corinthians 13:12). It was the same 
for the Old Testament prophets. Their vision of the 
character of God was incomplete. They would inter-
pret God by transferring their own thoughts onto 
him.  After “Going through a long line of prophets, 
God… spoke to us directly through his Son…This Son 
perfectly mirrors God, and is stamped with God’s 
nature” (Hebrews 1:1-3). This Son, prophesied 
Isaiah, is not the herald of war, but rather the Prince 
of Peace (9:6).

instruments of peace

Gradually the Bible reveals an entirely different 
God from the one some biblical writers thought 
him to be. God has no pleasure in the death of any 
one (Ezekiel 18:32).His desire is to transform the 
weapons of war into instruments of peace (Micah 
4:2). His message to humanity is one of grace 
(Zechariah 4:7).  The Bible’s final word on who God 
is and how he thinks is Jesus Christ. Jesus is the only 
complete revelation of God. Before Jesus everything 

James Henderson
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else may be helpful but is incomplete at the same 
time.

If we want to know God’s mind, we listen to what 
Jesus has to say. Jesus tells us to love our enemies 
and to do good to those who oppose us.

There is a wonderful story in what some archae-
ologists and language experts regard as the oldest 
section of the Bible. It is in Genesis 14. It sounds 
a bit like our world today. There is international 
tension, and nations posture one against another. 
Hostilities have begun and war is about to break 
out.

Then a contrast occurs. Something - someone - 
unexpectedly happens. A king called Melchizedek 
appears. He is the king of Salem, which means 

“peace”. What he does is intriguing. He gets all the 
opponents together for a meal of bread and wine 

(Genesis 14:18).
What the world and the Middle East need right 

now is a Melchizedek. They need someone to 
appear as if from nowhere and to get them all to sit 
down together. The UN peace negotiators are good 
and we wish them well, but they do not measure up 
to the stature of Melchizedek.

Jesus, says the writer of Hebrews, is the great 
mediator in the order of Melchizedek (Hebrews 
6:20). When Jesus comes, as come he surely will, 
he’ll draw the nations to him. Let’s have bread and 
wine together, he will say. Participate in my suffering 
instead of participating in your own. Let peace reign.

When I pray for peace, in my mind it is not 
praying for a temporary solution, like some oint-
ment to smooth things along. It is praying for the 
return of the King, of the Prince of peace. 

THE RAGAmuFFIN GOsPEl

Brennan Manning begins his remarkable book on 
celebrating God’s unconditional love for his creation 
revealed to us in the redeeming work of Jesus Christ 
and the church’s proclamation of the gospel of grace 
with the following words:

The Ragamuffin Gospel was written with a specific 
reading audience in mind. This book is not for the 
super-spiritual. It is not for muscular Christians who 
have made John Wayne and not Jesus their hero. It 
is not for academicians who would imprison Jesus 
in the ivory tower of exegesis. It is not for noisy, feel-
good folks who manipulate Christianity into a naked 
appeal to emotion. It is not for hooded mystics who 
want magic in their religion. It is not for Alleluia 
Christians who live only 
on the mountaintop and 
have never visited the 
valley of desolation. It 
is not for the fearless 
and tearless. It is not 
for red-hot zealots who 
boast with the rich young 
ruler of the gospels: “All 
these commandments 
I have kept from my 
youth.” It is not for the 
complacent, hoisting over their shoulder a tote-bag of 
honors, diplomas and good works actually believing 
they have it made. It is not for legalists who would 
rather surrender control of their souls to rules than 
run the risk of living in union with Jesus….

The Ragamuffin Gospel was written for the 
bedraggled, beat-up, and burnt-out. It is for the sorely 
burdened who are still shifting the heavy suitcase 
from one hand to the other. It is for the wobbly and 
weak-kneed who know they don’t have it altogether 
and are too proud to accept the handout of amazing 
grace. It is for inconsistent, unsteady disciples whose 
cheese is falling off their cracker. It is for poor, weak, 

sinful men and women with hereditary faults and 
limited talents. It is for earthen vessels who shuffle 
along on feet of clay. It is for the bent and the bruised 
who feel that their lives are a grave disappointment to 
God. It is for smart people who know they are stupid 
and honest disciples who admit they are scalawags.

Manning identifies a serious problem that many 
Christians struggle with — accepting grace in theory 
while denying it in their daily lives. He shows how many 
have come to view God as “an eternal, small-minded 
bookkeeper, tallying our failures and successes on a 
score sheet.” The remedy for this enslaving miscon-
ception is also provided — simple honesty. God’s 
grace is freely accessible to us by merely saying yes to 

his yes for us in Jesus 
Christ.

When we really 
believe that the incar-
nation and atone-
ment took care of 
everything for us that 
stood against us, the 
burdens are lifted, and 
we are free to worship 
God in an internal 
relationship and enjoy 

his loving grace in full assurance and peace.

Manning relates through The Ragamuffin Gospel 
how difficult it is for humans to accept grace. It is not 
easy to wrap our minds around the fact that God loves 
us unconditionally. This book has been instrumental 
in liberating the minds of thousands from the unnec-
essary baggage imposed on them by the tyranny of 
legalism and performance-based thinking.

It is highly recommended for its clear presentation 
of Jesus’ simple message of grace, offering genuine 
encouragement, hope and healing to all ragamuffins 
and any others who struggle with their real or imag-
ined inadequacies. F2F

by Brennan Manning (Reviewed by Terry Akers)
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RELATIONSHIPS – 
BROKEN FOREVER?

Hilary Jacobs

Last week my husband and 
I did something unusual. 

We went for a drive out to the towns 
of Somerset West and Strand, about 50kms from 
our home. Driving outside of our regular destina-
tions – local friends, supermarkets, doctors, dentists, 
libraries and the beach – is a rare thing for us. Road-
works, heavy traffic and the price of petrol tend to 
limit the amount of driving we do – to say nothing of 
our car which dates back to last century.

But I had a sudden desire to visit the town where 
my children grew up, and where I lived for 25 years. 
There were so many memo-
ries of friends who lived 
there, church members who 
had moved to other places 
and other fellowships, the 
primary and high schools my 
children attended, and the 
beautiful view across False 
Bay.

 As we drove around the 
familiar spots, I thought of 
the people with whom I had 
lost touch. There was the 
elderly widow who lived next 
door, and eventually sold her 
house and moved into an old 
age home. I never really got 
to know her well. We drove 
past a house which was 
once a pre-school where my 
children spent many happy 
hours.  The signboard saying 
Happy Days Nursery School with a picture of Noddy 
and a telephone number, had been replaced with 
a Security Company board, and where once a neat 
hedge surrounded the house , there was now a 
high wall with spikes on top. I never knew what 
happened to the cheerful little teacher who ran the 
school. I never bothered to keep in touch with her 
after making use of her services. And what about 
the two church families I got to know really well ? 
I’m not sure where either of them is now.

But that’s life, isn’t it?  We get to know people, 
become friends, and somehow we get disconnected 
and move on. Sadly, this happens in families as well. 
Even now I have close family members who never 
speak to each other – not because they’re not on 
speaking terms – but because they have little in 
common. If they get together at all, it’s likely to be 
at a funeral.  

Of course, there are many reasons for this inter-
ruption of relationships - the ease of travel, emigra-
tion, divorce, and a string of other reasons. In many 
ways it is a ‘wonderful world’ as the old song says, 
but at times I long for the old days when mothers, 
fathers and children stayed together as a family 
unit, where cousins, nieces and nephews all saw 
each other regularly. It seems those days are gone 
forever, but are they?

We cannot move aWay

As Christians we already experience a relation-
ship with God the Father, Jesus Christ and the Holy 
Spirit, and we can be sure of one thing. This rela-
tionship will not ‘move on’ and disappear. Even if 
we as weak and imperfect human beings allow our 
side of the relationship to drop, God will not move 
away from us. He will never just let us go. Indeed he 
will actively seek us out and bring us back. So many 
of Jesus’ parables are about searching for lost things 
– the lost son, the lost coin, the lost sheep (Luke 15). 
He will always love us, and try as we might, we 
cannot move away from him.  

But even now, with God’s 
love given to us through the 
Holy Spirit, we can reach 
out to others who we would 
otherwise have ignored, or 
disliked.   We can start the 
reconciliation process where 
relationships have been 
awkward or unsatisfactory, 
and with God’s love flowing 
from us, have a foretaste of 
what he has promised in the 
future – complete restoration 
of all things, relationships 
included.

But what about those 
broken relationships, the 
family fall-outs and disa-
greements, where one or 
both parties simply refuse to 
listen or turn back? Can they 
ever be restored?  

I believe that is exactly what God has promised 
us. 

Jesus spoke to his disciples about the renewal of 
all things (Matthew 19:28).  Peter, after the healing 
of the crippled beggar at the temple gate, took 
advantage of the situation by witnessing to these 
onlookers. He pointed to Jesus, the  power behind 
the miracle saying, “He must remain in heaven until 
the time comes for God to restore everything…
(Acts 3:21).” 

Paul obviously believed in a resurrection of all 
the dead. To the Corinthians he said, “For as in 
Adam all  die, so in Christ all will be made alive ” (1 
Corinthians 15:22).  As he stood before Felix the 
governor, he admitted, “I have the same hope in 
God as these men, that there will be a resurrection 
of both the righteous and the wicked” (Acts 24:15).  
God wants all to be saved, the righteous, the wicked, 
and all those in between.  Jesus came to seek the 
lost, the broken and the hopeless. 

In Revelation 21:5 we read “I am making 
everything new. Write this down for these words 
are trustworthy and true.” 

Do we need any further convincing? I don’t think 
so. After all, we have his promise in writing.  F2F
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James Henderson

One of my favourite movies 
is Chariots of Fire.

It is about the 1924 Olympics in 
Paris. It charts the progress of two great British 
runners, Harold Abrahams (of the Jewish faith), and 
Eric Liddell (a Christian).  I still feel emotional when I 
hear its soundtrack by Vangelis, and imagine myself 
joining the crowd of athletes as they run barefoot 
along the beach.

For the film the phrase Chariots of fire was taken 
from William Blake’s poem Jerusalem, which was 
set movingly to music by William Parry. It, however, 
did not originate with Blake, and goes all the way 
back to the Bible

The context is 2 Kings 6:8-23. It is well worth 
reading again or for the first time. It is an exciting 
story and full of ideas for us. I like the way that the 
prisoners are treated fairly and are given a great 
feast. As a result reconciliation occurs. But, before 
all that happens, the servant of Elisha is afraid 
because a surrounding, hostile army is intent on 
capturing Elisha. He asks Elisha, “What shall we 
do?” The response is brilliant: “Those who are with 
us are more than those who are with them”. 

What did Elisha mean? All that could be seen 
were the horses and the chariots of the advancing 
enemy. Elisha continued, “O Lord, open his eyes that 
he may see”. Then the Lord opened the servant’s 
eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses 

and chariots of fire all around Elisha (2 Kings 6:17 
NIV). The message was that they had nothing to 
fear. God was with Elisha and his servant. Victory 
was theirs.

Perhaps an army of problems seems set to defeat 
us. We feel dismayed and afraid, just as Elisha’s 
servant did. The challenge is to see the presence 
of God in even the direst of situations. Just as God 
was all around Elisha, so he is all around us. “The 
chariots of the Lord are tens of thousands and thou-
sands of thousands,” said David. God “gives power 
and strength to his people” (Psalm 68:17,35). 

This was not the first time that Elisha had seen 
a vision of chariots of fire. He had witnessed one 
when Elijah was transported to heaven in a whirl-
wind (2 Kings 2:11). Again the thought was that 
God surrounds his servants with triumphant glory.

We saw some particularly inspiring moments in 
the 2012 Olympics, such as occurred in 1924 with 
Liddell and Abrahams. A number of athletes  beat 
their own personal best records as well as those of 
the other competitors. If you’re like me, you might 
feel slightly intimidated and realize that you would 
never win any race or event against them. They 
seem as swift as horses and as strong as charging 
chariots. To us they may appear unbeatable, just 
like our problems may also appear unbeatable.

Whatever army of troubles surrounds you, 
open your eyes. God’s chariots of fire are all 
 around you. F2F

CHARIOTS OF FIRE 
ALL AROUND US
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THE  HEAVENS 
DECLARE

Shaun de Greeff

When last have you 
looked up at the stars 
and taken in the beauty 

and wonder that they hold? 
As a city dweller I must admit that I don’t really 

see the stars much these days, what with all the 
light pollution and not to mention all the time 
spent behind the computer or in front of the TV. 

I remember from my youth going on hikes in 
the mountains near Ceres in the Western Cape 
and being impressed at the boundless beauty with 

which God had created nature. One of my fondest 
activities was watching the millions of stars that 
littered the heavens while lying on my back in our 
campsite. I spent hours out there just gazing up 
at the night sky in absolute awe of the tiny little 
corner of the universe that I could see with the 
naked eye.

King David put it so eloquently in Psalms 19:1-4 
when he wrote “The heavens declare the glory of 
God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day 
after day they pour forth speech; night after night 
they reveal knowledge. They have no speech, they 
use no words; no sound is heard from them. Yet 
their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to 
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the ends of the world.”
Many people today however don’t share King 

David’s sentiments. They believe that the universe 
is not a testament to God’s glory, but rather an 
accident. Some people recognize that the universe 
appears to be incredibly complex and works to a 
high degree of precision, yet for them, the universe 
came about without any supernatural intervention.

But is that the case? To answer these questions 
and to reignite our wonder for our awesome creator 
I thought it best to look at a couple of examples of 
how special our solar system and planet really is. 
There are many more that we could cover, but these 
three are a good place to start.

our sun

Have you ever got the impression that our sun 
is just another one of billions of stars out there and 
that there is nothing special about it. Well that’s 
not really true; our sun is very special for several 
reasons. For one, the type of sun we have is rela-
tively rare. It is a yellow dwarf star with just the right 
mass and size and produces enough of the right 
radiation– a balance of the red and blue spectrum 

– to help produce oxygen efficiently. It is also stable 
when compared with other stars and ranks in the 
top 10% of the largest stars in the Milky Way. Most 
of the other stars in the Milky Way are red dwarfs 
that produce the wrong radiation for efficient 
oxygen production.

If our sun was smaller and emitted less heat, 
the earth would also have had to be closer to 
get enough solar radiation necessary for life. This 
however would cause problems because smaller 
red dwarfs tend to have violent solar flares that kill 
life. Also the closer we get to a red dwarf, the more 
its tidal force would affect the spin of the earth. It 
would eventually stop the earth from spinning. That 
would leave us with a desert waste land on the half 
that gets sun and an ice wasteland on the side that 
does not. Incidentally our solar system is located in 
a section of the Milky Way that classified as a ‘safe’ 
zone. Close to the centre of the Milky Way there is 
a massive black hole and closer to the outer spirals 
we find active star formations both of which are very 
dangerous.

our moon

The moon is not just a pretty light in the night 
sky. It has an enormous impact on life as we know 
it. For one it acts as a stabilizer that keeps the tilt of 
the earth at a constant angle.  Due to this consistent 
tilt, we are able to experience seasons as we travel 
around the sun and are not subjected to severe 
temperature fluctuations (although I am sure some 
South Africans would beg to differ with the winter 
being so cold this year).

The moon is also responsible for about 60% of 
the tidal activity on the planet, which is vital for 
nutrients from the continents to get flushed into the 
ocean. It also affects ocean currents, that are essen-
tial for distributing heat across the planet efficiently.

the earth

The earth’s position in our solar system is very 
fortuitous. We exist in an area of space sometimes 
referred to as the Goldilocks zone, which is where 
our relative position to the sun is not too close nor 
too far away to inhibit the formation of water in its 
liquid form. 

We are also very fortunate that the outer planets 
such as Jupiter and Saturn act as shields that protect 
us from many of the larger meteors that have come 
our way. Due to their sizes their gravitational fields 
attract the larger meteors which then collide with 
them and not with us.

 The earth is also large enough to maintain an 
atmosphere, without which all the oxygen would 
escape into space, and small enough that the gravi-
tational forces don’t crush us all. If the earth was 
much larger, let’s say the size of Saturn, our atmos-
phere would retain harmful gasses and we would 
eventually be poisoned by them.

The fact that we have running water makes us 
very special too. Although there are planets that 
have water on them, most of the water is in either 
frozen or in gas form which is not conducive to life 
as we know it. Water has very unique properties 
that make it essential for life. For one, it is the only 
substance that becomes less dense in its solid state 
than in its liquid state. Without this feature of water, 
all our oceans would have been frozen from the 
seabed upwards, making life as we know it impos-
sible.

conclusion

The more you delve into the subject the more 
you will find that the earth was at the right place at 
the right time, made of the right materials and of 
the right size. It is also positioned the right distance 
away from the right type of star, which itself is 
located in the right place in the galaxy. That star is 
also the right size, is stable and produces the right 
type of radiation necessary for life. 

This is no coincidence, and neither are you. The 
universe is not an accident. It was purpose-built by 
an enormously powerful Creator. And what is even 
more awe inspiring, is that that Creator wants a 
relationship with you. David said in Psalm 8:3-4: 

“When I look at the night sky and see the work of your 
fingers – the moon and stars that you set in place, 
what are people that you should think about them, 
mere mortals that  you should care for them” (NLT)? 
Do you realize that the great Creator is mindful of 
you? His mind is full of you.

 So when you have the opportunity again to look 
into the night sky, see how it “declares the glory of 
God” and how it “proclaims the works of his hands.”

 Remember, it is not the heavens that are Gods 
greatest creation, it is you! F2F
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Give Me One Good 
Reason I Ought to 

Go to Church

“Why do I need to 
belong to a church, 
anyway? Why 

shouldn’t I just believe in Jesus 
and try to live a good life? Church 
can be a real pain, you know.”

Yes, church can be a real pain. In fact, all human 
relationships can be. Jesus’ command that we “love 
one another” (John 13:34-35) would not be much 
of a command if there were no good reasons not to 
love another. When we love one another in spite of 
how unlovable we are at times, we are loving others 
the way Jesus loves us. He loves us even though we 
are sinners, that is, even though we betray his love.

We tend to expect the church to be close to 
perfect, even though, if we think about it, we 
realize that the church is made up of people just 
like ourselves—quite imperfect. The truth is, no 
church is “just what it ought to be.” Every church 
has its problems. Despite problems, however, there 
are good reasons to belong to a church, and we will 
look at some of them in this article. First, however, 
let’s look at a few good reasons a person might 
want to stop going to one church and begin looking 
for a new one.

Detrimental churches

If your church is a spiritual detriment to you, 
then you should consider finding another one. But 
caution is in order here. Your definition of “spiritual 
detriment” might be the problem. Your church not 
being perfect is not necessarily a spiritual detriment; 
it is the condition of all churches.

Your not getting along with someone is not 
necessarily a spiritual detriment either. Neither is 
your boredom, your inconvenience or your disgust 
with the hypocrisy you see in others, including 
leaders.

Getting along with people is a challenge at all 
times, boredom can be a matter of our interest level 
rather than the presentation of the subject, and 
hypocrisy is endemic to us all (if you think you are 
not a hypocrite yourself, you don’t know yourself 
like others do).

An example of a church being a spiritual detri-
ment to you is when the church does not make the 
gospel its primary focus and goal. Many churches 
articulate the gospel, but spend their time and 
resources on legalism, entertainment, judgmen-
talism and behaviorism.

Another example is when the church does not 
regularly offer Bible instruction at a level you or your 
family members need. A church that does not teach 
the Bible to its members is spiritually detrimental to 

Mike Feazell
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its members.
Another example of a church being spiritually 

detrimental is when it encourages its members not 
to spend time with non-Christians. Such a church 
is self-centered rather than gospel-focused, and 
values behaviorism over the gospel (and the gospel, 
remember, is good news for sinners).

When the leader of a church indicates that he 
is God’s unique messenger or special representa-
tive in comparison with other Christian ministers, 
or when the church leader says that being in his 
church is spiritually superior and more pleasing to 
God than being in all other Christian churches, then 
you have another example of a church that is spir-
itually detrimental to its members.

If you consistently leave your church service with 
a sense of anxiety and unresolved guilt over sin, or 
conversely, with a sense of being special and better 
in God’s sight in comparison with other Christians, 
then you ought to look for another church.

If your church continually tells you that you need 
to measure up so that God will accept you, you need 
to find another church. If your church continually 
tells you what’s wrong with the world and is always 
pushing legislation to stamp out sin and punish 
sinners, you are in a church that has papered over 
the gospel with a mere moral code. That would be 
a good reason to move on.

participation in christ

“You’ve given me some good reasons to leave a 
church, but why should I find one and get involved 
in it?”

It boils down to New Testament teaching. Jesus 
said that his followers would be known by their love 
for one another. We demonstrate our love for one 
another in the context of committed fellowship. If 
we avoid such a commitment, we are shunning our 
personal participation in the very love Jesus wants 
us to experience.

Paul pointed out that we are called into the 
fellowship of the saints. In 1 Corinthians 1:9, he 
wrote, “God, who has called you into fellowship with 
his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.” In what 
way has God called us into fellowship with his Son? 
One way, of course, is into a personal and direct 
friendship with Christ.

But there is also another way. In Romans 12:5, 
Paul wrote, “In Christ we who are many form one 
body, and each member belongs to all the others.” 
All Christians are called into the one “body of Christ,” 
and therefore we all have fellowship with one 
another because we are all in union with Christ.

Paul puts it this way in Ephesians 4:16: “From 
him [Christ] the whole body, joined and held together 
by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself 
up in love, as each part does its work.” Jesus expects 
each of us to do our part to build up his body in love. 
It is meaningless to say that Jesus is our friend, or 
that we love him, if we refuse to have anything to 
do with the others he calls his friends.

inDiviDualism

Some of us tend to be rather individualistic. We 
like to think we can do things on our own, and we 

don’t like to feel dependent on others. But the body 
of Christ, the church, is far bigger than any one of 
us.

To be part of Christ’s body is to belong to the 
fellowship of the saints. And the fellowship of the 
saints is the fellowship we all share with Jesus Christ, 
in whom we are made one with God as God’s own 
children.

My, or your, local church is probably not ideal, but 
at some level it is a collection of believers—admit-
tedly, each with his or her unique set of baggage, 
problems, quirks and sins. Despite our inadequa-
cies, however, because we are believers, each of 
our local churches forms a visible sign in the world 
of the invisible reality of the kingdom of God. In its 
weakness, every local Christian church is a declara-
tion that God has sent his Son to save sinners—like 
you and me.

freeDom for action

Although we are often a sorry sight, because of 
what God has done through Jesus Christ we have 
been delivered from the slavery of sin to the freedom 
of God’s children. That means we are free to be 
more than we are—more because we are never 
alone. We stand together in Christ in the power of 
the Holy Spirit.

We are free together, as one kindred body in 
Christ, to take active part in the life of the kingdom of 
God, a life that no longer has to remain in bondage 
to destructive patterns of thought and behavior.

The church is where we can practice our new life, 
learning to forgive others as we have been forgiven, 
and learning to love others as Christ loved us and 
gave himself for us (Ephesians 4:32).

Working together, each local church can make 
a strong, positive difference in its community, in 
the lives of hurting men, women and children. It 
is often a ministry (a group of concerned and 
motivated members) of a local church that feeds 
hungry people, provides clothing for those who are 
poor, offers after school homework help for under-
privileged neighborhood kids, organizes addiction 
recovery groups or provides training in finding and 
keeping a job. Churches become the arms and 
hands of Jesus in the world in countless ways, as 
he gives them opportunity, occasion and the love 
to do it.

Despite our weaknesses and sins, God has given 
us a new heart of love, a heart motivated not only to 
trust him for personal forgiveness, not only to work 
on overcoming our own destructive habits, but also 
to extend ourselves for the good of others.

“We love because he first loved us,” John tells us (1 
John 4:19). Armed with his love, we are equipped to 
love him in the ways he said his followers would—
when we meet him in the poor, the disenfranchised 
and the sick (Matthew 25:37-40).

neW creation

Yes, church can be a pain. But church is also 
where we participate in the communion, the body 
and blood of our Savior. In the communion, we 
take part in the unity of the household of faith, the 
unity we have with the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

 ...continueD on pg 23
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Gordon Green
The sound of breaking glass shattered the 

night air. It was immediately followed by terrified 
screams; “Gordon! Help me! Help me!” I darted 
out of our house, sprinted towards our  neighbours 
home, leapt over the fence and found my shocked 
neighbour cradling his blood- drenched arm. His 
wife was inconsolable and their traumatised chil-
dren just stared from behind a sofa. Dave and his 
wife had been arguing and in a fit of anger he had 
punched his fist through their lounge window. I 
hurriedly wrapped his arm in a towel and rushed 
him to the nearest hospital. Thirty years later the 
scars remain – a stark reminder of that frightening 
night and the devastating power and consequence 
of anger.  

Have you lost your temper recently?  Have you 
screamed crazily at your children or even struck them 
in anger? Are you the kind of person who snaps at 
the cashier when he or she makes a mistake?  Do 
you find yourself blowing your hooter unnecessarily 
during rush-hour traffic? Do you often saturate the 
air around you with your blistering irritability? 

Anger – the wrong kind of anger – is a powerful 
emotion that has the potential for great harm within 
our lives. It has the ability to destroy a marriage, 
ruin a career, divide a family, and even over time 
annihilate our health (Proverbs 29:22). King 
Solomon likened the ruthless and destructive power 
of anger to an overwhelming flood (Proverbs 27:4 

- NASB). Psychiatrist Richard Walters wrote: “People 
will be murdered today because of someone’s anger. 
Others will die from physical ailments resulting from 
or aggravated by their angry feeling. Many people 
die in anger-related auto accidents....  Countless 
relationships die little by little as resentment gnaws 
away at the foundation of love and trust. Anger is 
a devastating force, and its consequences should 
sicken us.” 1 

Why do we get angry? Why do we get angry over 
the smallest things and blow up out of proportion 
with what is happening? Why do we get angry at 
the people we love and care about? What should 
we do about it? Anger can appear to be irrational 
but if you learn to look below the surface you will 
find the real causes. Anger is often a continual 
build-up of little embers of frustration, unresolved 
hurt and fear. When you are angry, ask yourself: 
What’s the real issue here? Am I jealous or envious? 
Are my expectations unreasonable? Am I bitter? 
Has my pride been hurt? These and other factors 
can lead to anger and rage. All the issues and solu-
tions cannot be dealt with in a short article but we 
need to be aware of some fundamental facts that 
will make a powerful difference in our lives when 
understood and applied.  

a not- 
so-funny 
cartoon

Many years 
ago I saw a 
cartoon that gave 
me an even deeper 
understanding of the cause 
of negative emotions. I don’t 
remember everything about the cartoon but I’ve 
never forgotten the four words that stood out in 
bold print:

I
ME

MINE
MYSELF

In the cartoon these four words formed a giant 
monument and each letter had been chiselled out 
of granite. At the base of this monument were 
hundreds of people with their arms held up high, as if 
they were worshipping the monument. Surrounding 
the borders of the picture were the words:

“You are number one” 
“You have your rights”
 “Do it your way”
“You deserve to be happy”
Life is all about me. “You dared to hurt me – so 

I will hurt you”  “I will do what I want to do” “I am 
a very sensitive person so don’t criticise me” “You 
are in my way”. “You have the spotlight – I want 
it.” In Proverbs we learn about two types of people 

– the fool and the wise. The fool is not intellectu-
ally stupid but is someone who sees himself at the 
centre of everything - therefore everything must 
please him. He shoots off his mouth about things 
that make him angry. He destroys and tears down 
(Proverbs 18:6) and is not willing to listen to advice 
(Proverbs 12:15). Whenever he feels irritated 
he reacts in anger because he is a slave to his 
impulses (Proverbs 29:11). At the heart of the fool 
is someone who is independent of God. He doesn’t 
believe Jesus’ statement; “Apart from me you can 
do nothing” (John 15:5).

The fool says:
•	 “I can’t stop myself from being angry – that’s 

just the way I am”. Dave, my neighbour, often lost 
his temper at home. When asked whether he ever 
lost his temper in front of his boss he answered 

“Never – if I did I would lose my job”. The truth is 
we can control our tempers if we really want to. We 
have a choice. Solomon teaches us that “A fool gives 
full vent to his anger, but a wise man keeps himself 

King Solomon’s Mines
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under control” (Proverbs 29:11). Solomon doesn’t 
say that the wise person is never angry or doesn’t 
have a temper. But he controls it. (Learning to take 
a deep breath and giving oneself a few seconds 
before reacting has proven to be effective.) 
•	 “I don’t get mad – I get even.” Gary Smalley 

has written or co-authored over forty books on 
relationships and marriage. He says “I’ve come to 
the conclusion that the number one killer of love in 
any relationship is unresolved anger.” He says that 
couples can learn to properly deal with anger and 
transform their marriage by making forgiveness a 
lifestyle. Don’t suppress your anger. Don’t pretend 
it’s not there. Anger is like a splinter in your finger. 
If you leave it there, it gets infected and hurts every 
time you use your finger. If you remove it, the sore 
heals and you feel better.

Anger in itself is not wrong. God was so angry 
with sin and he loved the sinner so much that the 
cross of Jesus was the result. Godly anger moves 

positively and constructively against that which is 
wrong (Matthew 18:15-17). Anger drove men and 
women to do something about slavery. Florence 
Nightingale’s indignation over the unsanitary condi-
tions and terrible care wounded soldiers received 
revolutionized the nursing profession. Godly anger 
is about solving problems. Sinful anger is all about 
me. 

The Christian life is not about what I want. I am 
not at the centre - Jesus is. We were created to be 
dependent on God. God doesn’t say we must try our 
best to overcome anger – he says he is our new life. 
Surrender your temper to his control. Hand over 
your hurts, offenses and resentments to God. If we 
don’t receive the strength from him to overcome our 
anger where are we going to get it from?

1. From a sermon by Jim Nicodem

 give me one gooD reason i ought to go to church - ContinuEd from pg 21

Spirit. In the letter to the Hebrews, we read about 
the invisible spiritual assembly to which each Chris-
tian has been called:

“You have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly 
Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come 
to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful 
assembly, to the church of the firstborn, whose 
names are written in heaven. You have come to God, 
the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men 
made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new cove-
nant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better 
word than the blood of Abel” (Hebrews 12:22-24).

In the church, something greater is going on 
than what meets the eye. When the church gathers, 
it is more than just a collection of sweet old ladies, 
tired Sunday school teachers, donut-eating men’s 
groups, self-righteous grumps, judgmental watch-
dogs, nose-in-the-air gossips, sneaky, mischievous 
kids and two-faced hypocrites.

It is a group of redeemed sinners, made new in 
the death and resurrection of the Son of God, and 
the whole creation is resounding in joyful celebra-
tion of the amazing revelation of God’s redeeming 
power and grace displayed in this otherwise pitiful 
motley crew. To us, it may seem like just another 
boring day at church. To the cosmos, it is a pulsating 
symphony of God’s creative and redemptive glory.

variety in unity

There are small churches, midsize churches and 
big churches. There are Bible study groups, Sunday 
school groups and prayer groups. There are big 
denominations, little denominations and inde-
pendent churches. There are mainline churches, 
evangelical churches and fundamentalist churches. 
There are Calvinists and Arminians. There are 

Saturday Sabbatarians, Sunday Sabbatarians and 
non-literal Sabbatarians. There are Pentecostals, 
charismatics, semi-charismatics and cessationists. 
There are premillenialists, postmillenialists and 
amillenialists.

The list of permutations goes on and on. The 
unity of the body of Christ obviously does not lie in 
such things. Rather, the unity of the body of Christ lies 
in Christ himself. Only in Christ are we brought into 
the fellowship of the saints.

When we take part, then, in an assembly of 
believers in Christ for the purpose of offering praise, 
thanksgiving and worship to God, we are, in Christ, 
participating as redeemed members of the fellow-
ship of all saints.

Regardless of the puniness of our local church, 
our often off-key hymns of praise are made one, 
in perfect harmony, with no less than the joyful 
assembly of “thousands upon thousands of angels” 
and the “church of the firstborn, whose names are 
written in heaven.”

Whether you are looking for a church or whether 
you have found one, your church attendance is 
always more than meets the eye. It may feel like 
mere duty, or a chore or a burden. But it is one 
of those otherwise mundane activities that our 
merciful Savior has chosen to enlist into his service 
so that we might, as individual members of his own 
Body, learn to experience the richness of vital union, 
renewal, peace and power with him in the midst of 
our mutual trials, challenges, pains, fears and joys.

So why not give church, and yourself, another 
chance? Maybe this time you could expect things 
not to be just right. Maybe this time you could feel 
the freedom just to take your rightful place in our 
mutual journey of grace.  F2F
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