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Editorial

From the correspondence we receive, I believe 
that Face to Face Magazine does make a difference 
to the lives of many of our readers. I hope that you 
too find the articles we print not only interesting 
but personally relevant to your life as you live as a 
Southern African in the 21st century. Why not drop 
us a line and give us your honest impressions and 
ideas for future articles, so we can better serve you?

We unashamedly proclaim the good news of 
Christ, and our focus is on improving your relation-
ship with him and others, equipping you better to 
fulfil the great commandments of love to God and 
each other.

As once again we face the year end, we bring you 
articles that will better equip you to cope with the 
rat-race that we all end up living (pg.6), especially 
at this time of year. The true miracle of Christmas is 
highlighted (pg.16), to remind us all of God’s love 
for all humans, as well as how to make the most of 
the New Year (pg.20).

We offer a brief explanation of Trinitarian 
Theology (pg.18) which is foundational to all our 

articles. (For more info on this feel free to contact us 
- details on back page - for a free article called ‘The 
God Revealed in Jesus Christ’). We also examine 
the relevance of the Bible today and how to read it 
as it was intended (pg.14), allowing us to come to a 
better understanding of important concepts such as 
reconciliation and redemption (pg.15) and Christ’s 
Humanity (pg.13).

As you enjoy your physical feasting and celebra-
tions, we hope that this year end issue of Face to 
Face will provide you with a spiritual feast and leave 
you feeling truly satisfied.

I would like to add my sincere thanks to all who 
continue to support us financially. Without your 
contributions we could not continue to make the 
Gospel freely available to all those who request it.

Have a Christ-filled festive season, travel safely 
and may 2013 be filled with His true blessings for 
you and your loved ones.

In Christian love
Tim
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our vision

Face to Face seeks to inspire you to reach your 
full potential as you discover deeper insight into 
the purpose of living and relationships through 
an intimate bond with the Triune God.

our mission

1. Face to Face seeks to become a trustworthy 
Christian Media Ministry with a reputation 
for quality content, balanced theology and 
thought provoking articles and programmes.

2. Face to Face is committed to bringing a 
positive and practical Christian perspec-
tive on everyday issues facing ordinary 

people. Its content is biblically based, rela-
tional, inspirational and informative.

3. Face to Face undertakes to engage indi-
viduals from a wide range of national and 
cultural backgrounds. It seeks to reflect 
perspectives across these cultural bounda-
ries fairly, accurately and respectfully.

4. Face to Face seeks to inspire readers 
to embrace the gospel and live a 
grace-centred life in Jesus Christ.

5. Face to Face seeks to cultivate a coop-
erative and constructive engagement 
with leaders and communities across a 
broad spectrum of Christian faiths.

DONATIONS 

If you would like to contribute to the 
spreading of the gospel through this 
magazine, use these details: 
 
Grace Communion International 
First National Bank 
Acc. No. 59380027523 
Branch code: 255805 
Reference: F2F
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This is the title of a 
movie I watched a 
couple of weeks ago. 

With good actors and a nomination for an 
academy award, it looked like a promising evening’s 
entertainment. What it turned out to be however, 
was both entertaining and thought provoking.

 The story was about a man and his relationship 
with his father, with flashbacks to his youth and teen 
years. The father was a jolly, sociable type, the life 
and soul of the party, and what most of his friends 
and neighbours would describe as a nice guy. 
However, he had a nasty habit of putting his son 
down in company. He would make a joke of it, and 
could never understand why the boy lapsed into 
bitter silence. After all, 
it was just a casual 
joke, wasn’t it? “Don’t 
be so over sensitive 

– you’ll have to face 
a cruel, competitive 
world one day. Better 
get used to it now.”

The boy’s mother 
was gentle but vulner-
able. Predictably, she 
would act as a shield 
between father and 
son, while at the 
same time making 
outrageous excuses 
for her husband’s 
behavior. “He doesn’t 
really mean it,” she 
would say over and 
over again.

This may be a 
fictional story, but it 
plays out far too often 
in reality, in every 
suburb in every town and every country. I have seen 
it many times, especially in the lives of some of my 
friends when I was young. Personally I was blessed 
with kind, caring, but fairly strict parents. But quite 
a few of my friends and acquaintances suffered 
real emotional and psychological abuse from their 
fathers. And most of these, as I remember were 
supposed to be Christian families. Does the Bible 
have any specific advice for Christian fathers? 

hoW not to do it

“Fathers, do not embitter your children or they will 
become discouraged,” we read in Colossians 3:21. 

“Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead 
bring them up in the training and instruction of the 
Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). Did Paul perhaps see traces 
of this kind of behavior even in his own dearly 
beloved congregations?  

Do some parents, even today try to prop up their 

own egos by putting down their children who are 
dependent on them and helpless to defend them-
selves? By the time the man in the movie grew to 
adulthood, he had very little time or respect for his 
father. Often during the running I wanted to say 
something like, “No, listen to your son. Give him a 
hug and share a joke with him, not at his expense.”

Strangely, there was a kind of reconciliation at 
the end of the story. The son, by now middle aged, 
began to see his father in a different light. He came 
to realize he had weaknesses, that he was often 
selfish but not without some redeeming features. 
He focused on the good times when they had 
some rapport and some memorable experiences. 
He remembered the time his father hugged him 
and said “I will miss you, son,” when he went off 
to university. These were the times when he really 
‘saw’ his father.

And what does 
our Father in heaven 
have in store for us? 
Something much better 
than just a patched up 
reconciliation between 
fathers and sons. God 
says: “See, I will send 
you the prophet Elijah 
before that great and 
dreadful day of the Lord 
comes. He will turn the 
hearts of the fathers to 
the children and the 
children to the  fathers…
(Malachi 4:5-6). “

And how will God 
do this? He has already 
done it through the 
love and sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ, allowing 
his Holy Spirit to work 
through our minds and 
hearts. Today Christian 

fathers can be the greatest blessing any child could 
wish for. Like their Father in heaven, they give their 
children the good gifts of patience understanding, 
encouragement and sometimes, when necessary, 
tough love.

 The Bible seems to be silent on specific advice 
for mothers. In fact, God compares his own perfect 
love to that of a mother.”Can a mother forget the 
baby at her breast and have no compassion on the 
child she has borne? Though she may forget, I will 
not forget you” (Isaiah 49:15). 

Of course, human mothers are not perfect either. 
Perhaps they can be too soft, but that’s another 
subject.

But we all have a perfect heavenly Father who 
does not change “like shifting shadows,” and from 
whom we receive every good and perfect gift (James 
1:17).   F2F

Hilary Jacobs

WHEN DID YOU LAST 
SEE YOUR FATHER?
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Lee Berger

My wife, Sue, and I recently 
attended a different kind 
of church service, and 

we learned an unexpected lesson 
from an unexpected source.

Sue and I are happily ensconced in our local GCI 
congregation, but we like to visit other churches 
whenever we can. For many months, we had been 
seeing plastic temporary signs placed on street 
corners all over our side of town. The signs said, 

“Church For the Rest of Us” and pointed to a website 
for further information. We were intrigued.

We looked over their website and found out the 
church is designed for people struggling with addic-
tions: drugs, anger, bad sex, depression, eating 
disorders, alcohol, you name 
it. This is a church founded 
by, pastored by and mainly 
attended by addicts and 
homeless people. I guess 
these societal outcasts could 
be called “the rest of us.”

They met for services 
on Saturday evening, and 
we decided to check it out. 
We parked our car and 
began walking toward the 
meeting place—a some-
what rundown former movie 
theater. We didn’t see any 
smiling, energetic parking 
lot attendants nor any neat-
and-tidy greeters outside the 
doors. Instead, there was an 
assortment of much-tattooed, 
rough-looking men and 
women with unkempt hair 
and ill-fitting clothes sitting 
on the curb, leaning against 
posts and smoking cigarettes. Eyes with dark bags 
stared at us “normal people,” wondering why we 
were there. We began to wonder the same thing.

Stepping around the bodies and through the thick 
haze of cigarette smoke, we entered the building 
and were greeted by two smiling women. We found 
out later one of them was the pastor’s wife. They 
asked our names, told us theirs, and handed us a 
printed bulletin for the upcoming church service. As 
we made our way down the hall to the sanctuary, 
several other people greeted us cheerfully. It wasn’t 
difficult to find a place to sit.  It was ten minutes 
before services were to begin and we were the only 
congregants in the room. Most of the rest were still 
outside smoking.

On the simple stage, Levi, the worship leader/
guitarist was practicing his songs. There was no 
multi-piece band, no choir, no backup singers, no 
piano, no organ—just Levi, his guitar and lyrics 
projected onto a screen. Simple, minimal, real. Kind 
of peaceful.

“normAl ChurChes”

Then people began to come into the sanctuary. 
First, workers checking on the status of various 
aspects of preparation for church services. They all 
made it a point to come over to where Sue and I 
were sitting, in the middle of a row in the middle of 
the hall, introduce themselves and welcome us. As 
the rest of the members came in, several more went 
out of their way to say hello, shake our hands and 
share a smile. I’ve visited many “normal” churches 
of various denominations over the decades, and 
I’ve never been greeted by as many friendly people 
as at this church for “misfits.”

The service began. The music was meaningful, 
the sermon was biblical and helpful, and I knew 
God was present. I spent time looking around and 
imagining what powerful and discouraging addic-
tions pulled at these men and women made in God’s 

image. It wasn’t hard to see 
they have gone through 
some rough times in their 
lives. Some are in various 
stages of “recovery,” and 
some are probably still high 
or drunk or mired in immoral 
behavior—-even as they 
gather for church services. 
But there was a refreshing 
openness and authenticity 
among the group, and I can 
imagine Jesus would feel 
comfortable hanging out 
with them. 

The people I worshiped 
with that night have little in 
the way of material goods; 
some live on the streets or 
under bridges and carry all 
their possessions in back-
packs or sacks. I guess that’s 
why I was so shocked by 
an announcement made 
near the close of services. 

“Remember to bring your canned or boxed goods 
next week for the food drive. In a month, we’ll take 
our donated food and present it to those in the 
community who are in need.”

What kind of crazy talk was this? Homeless 
people and addicts donating food to others “in 
need?!” Who could have more “needs” than these 
people sitting in this church? Surely they should 
keep what little they had, not give it away to others. 
But they were being taught from the Bible about the 
heart of God, and God’s heart leads us to give and 
share—not always from our abundance, but even 
from our scarcity. 

I learned an unexpected lesson that evening—a 
humbling and inspiring lesson—surrounded by a 
group of social outcasts excited to be on mission 
with God. What an amazing picture of the heart of 
God in outreach toward others!  F2F

Printed with kind permission of Christian Odyssey
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HOW TO LIVE IN THE 
RAT RACE WITHOUT 

BECOMING A RAT
Bob Klynsmith

Violent protest action, horror 
crime reports, wild cat 
strikes, Klein Karoo fracking 

controversy, the ever widening 
gap between rich and poor. 

These and other disturbing trends in the news 
have sent shock waves through South Africa in 
recent months.

 A sense of restlessness, discontent and fear 
- a sense of wondering what is happening to our 
beloved South Africa.

What about you?  Are you overwhelmed by these 
foreboding clouds of fear and discontent?   Do you 
find yourself being negatively influenced by the 
contentious attitudes that surround you...perhaps 
allowing the dark moods of anger, envy, fear or self 
pity to invade your inner space?  Moreover, how do 
you cope when tragedy strikes, or circumstances you 
have no control over change your life?  A serious 
illness, financial ruin or losing your job?  How 
do you find contentment in this rat race without 
becoming a rat?  

Firstly, contentment is rooted in the crucible of 
God’s love dwelling at the very heart of your 
inner being, allowing Jesus to transform 
you from the inside out.  Life takes on 

a whole new meaning as you 
forge a 

profound relationship with your loving Father 
through Christ and the lead of the Holy Spirit.  

We read in Ephesians 3:14-17 “For this reason I 
kneel before the father, from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth derives its name.  I pray that 
out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with 
power through his spirit in your inner being so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I 
pray that you being rooted and established in love, 
may have power, together with all the Lord’s people, 
to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is 
the love of Christ.”  Jesus has offered each one of us 
the gift of peace even though we live in a troubled 
world.  Yet, we can so easily allow egocentric atti-
tudes of pride, self indulgence or self pity to domi-
nate our inner space, leaving very little room for the 
peace of God which transcends all understanding to 
form the bedrock of our thinking (Philippians 4:7).     

Notice how vigorously Jesus addressed this issue 
when he confronted the religious elite of his day.  

“Woe to you teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites!  You clean the outside of the cup and dish, 
but inside they are full of greed and indulgence.  Blind 
Pharisees!  First clean the inside of the cup and dish, 
and then the outside will also be clean” (Matthew 
23:25).   The Pharisees’ public image of religious 
piety belied their inner motives of insatiable greed.  
In reality, they were not content with the blessings 
they already had.   

 our selfish humAn nAture   

As you deal with the real issues that confront you 
on the ground, day by day, it is helpful to sometimes 
ask the question: What does my cup look like on the 
inside?  Why am I doing this or why do I feel this 
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way? What motivates my actions?  Am I motivated 
by the love of God or have I given room for my own 
selfish desires and agenda’s to prevail?  Perhaps 
a twinge of envy at another person’s success or 
comparing my sad lot with the happy lot of others, 
or becoming preoccupied with ‘me myself and I’, 
thus allowing a spirit of discontent to triumph.   

It is important to be constantly aware of our 
own thinking, recognising our selfish human nature 
when it rears its ugly head and then making a 
conscious choice to yield our dark thoughts to the 
light of God’s grace and forgiveness.  God, in Christ, 
has reconciled all humans to himself, including you 
(Colossians 1:20).  However, he will never force any 
person to embrace that reconciliation. Love cannot 
be coerced.  God wants us to love him out of a joyful 
response to His love, not as robotic beings that have 
no mind or choice of our own.

The great theologian Augustine noted; “restless 
is our heart until it finds its rest in you.”  This is the 
kind of rest that does not regard material wealth or 
status as the source of lasting happiness, but real-
ises that who we are in Christ is far more important 
than what we have.    

Jeremiah Burroughs wrote in his famous book 
entitled, The Rare Jewel of Christian Content-
ment:  “Christian contentment 
is that sweet inward quiet, that 
gracious frame of spirit which 
freely submits to and delights in 
God’s wise and fatherly disposal 
in every condition.”

Paul was a prisoner in one of 
Emperor Nero’s dungeons when 
he uttered these words.  Put 
yourself in his position.  Paul was 
a proactive, independent, action 
oriented, driven man – and 
perhaps naturally very impatient. 
We would call him a Type A 
personality today (or a Choleric). 
He had already travelled three 
dangerous missionary journey’s 
and here he was imprisoned in 
a tiny cell, chained to a Roman 
guard 24/7! Can you imagine how he felt? Yet he 
was able to write....

“I have learned, to be content whatever the 
circumstances. I know what it is to be in need and 
I know what it is to have plenty.  I have learned the 
secret of being content in any and every situation 
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty 
or in want.  I can do all this through him who gives 
me strength” (Philippians 4:11-13).

He learned that contentment and happiness are 
not dependent on what we have or our external 
circumstances, but upon the inner qualities of the 
heart meshed together in a trusting relationship 
with the Lord.  

Contentment is not detAChment

Contentment comes not as a result of over-
coming difficult circumstances, but because we 
have learned to walk with our Father even during 
turbulent times.  We can choose to become bitter, 
angry or depressed when life treats us unfairly or 
trust in God when we can’t make sense of what 
is happening...being certain of God when we find 
ourselves struggling with uncertainty.  God didn’t 
promise days without pain, laughter without sorrow, 
sun without rain, but He did promise strength for 
the day, comfort for the tears, and light for the way.   
It is important to understand in this context that 
contentment is not detachment.  We are emotional 
beings and it is natural to feel and express pain, 

sorrow and grief when adversity comes our way.
Cultivating a spirit of gratitude for each new 

day...a sense of wonder and appreciation for life is 
vital to maintaining a healthy perspective in good 
and bad times.  Trevor Hudson, renowned senior 
pastor and international speaker, tells a moving 
story about a young woman who had been suffering 
from leukaemia for a period of three years.  She 
made him coffee and buns with her gown wrapped 
around her frail body and said “after what I have 
been through you say thank you for everything...
even coffee and hot cross buns.”   

It is all about living in the moment and surren-
dering each day to the Lord rather than postponing 
joy and waiting for a day when your life will be 
less stressful. That day may never come.  Instead, 
look for opportunities to savour the small pleasures 
of everyday life.  When we allow ourselves to be 
preoccupied with the past or the future, we discon-
nect ourselves from the present moment. Learn to 
enjoy the simple things in life such as talking to 
friends, going for walks in God’s beautiful creation, 
listening to beautiful music, etc. 

Living a purposeful life in harmony with the 
Triune God adds a rich dimension to your life that 
words cannot even begin to describe.  Elizabeth 

Barrett Browning, one of the 
most prominent poets of the 
Victorian era stated “God’s 
gifts put man’s best dreams to 
shame.”  God wants to see us 
grow to our full potential.  Notice 
John 15:4-8 “Remain in me and 
I will remain in you.  No branch 
can bear fruit by itself, it must 
remain in the vine...apart from 
me you can do nothing...this is to 
my Father’s glory, that you bear 
much fruit, showing yourselves to 
be my disciples.”  

WhAt energises you?

Contentment isn’t a matter of 
being satisfied with your situa-

tion in life and never trying to improve.  We were 
created to lead a fulfilling life by growing our God 
given talents.  Are you engaged in something you 
love?  Identify the things that energise and excite 
you, then find a way of immersing your life in these 
activities in partnership with the Triune God.

Research indicates that relationships provide the 
strongest meaning and purpose to life. Cultivating 
meaningful relationships with the important people 
in your life will add significantly to your well being.  
Yet, it is sometimes difficult for us to be content 
with the friends, family and work colleagues we 
interact with every day.  Our human tendency wants 
to change or control others, rather than simply 
accepting and appreciating them for who they are, 
warts and all.  Learn to be content with the people 
you love, just as they are.     

Let me conclude with Paul’s words in 2 Corin-
thians 4:16-17 “Therefore, we do not lose heart.  
Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly 
we are being renewed day by day.  For our light and 
momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal 
glory that far outweighs them all.”  (TNIV bible)

Indeed, the secret of contentment lies in living 
out our destiny in Christ, now and for all eternity.  

F2F
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 Maranatha!
Eben Jacobs

This Aramaic word literally 
means “The Lord is coming.”

The church where my dad was a pastor 
held massive conferences over Easter in the 40s and 
50s They owned a conference venue where thou-
sands of members camped out and attended serv-
ices and shared Easter communion. On the grounds 
were three halls. One was called “sunshine corner,” 
and could take almost a thousand children. Then 
there was the young adults’ hall that was also used 
for prayer meetings. And then the “Tabernacle” that 
seated about 13 000 people on Good Friday with 
the side walls open like verandas.

The camp grounds were called Maranatha Park. 
There was a hype and expectation as people greeted 
one another with “Maranatha” rather than 

“Hallo.” The songs we sang were about 
the return of Jesus Christ, like:
We’ll be caught up to meet him in the air
We’ll be caught up his  blessdness 
to share. Very soon he will come 
to take his people home. We’ll be 
caught up to meet him in the air.

There were many others in similar 
vein. That was 
in those days. 
The saying, 
M a r a n a t h a 
comes from 
1 Corinthians 
16:22 (AV). 
Paul used an 
Aramaic word 
to make a pronouncement that was prob-
ably meant to stir the expectations of the 
Corinthian believers. Other translations 
say “O Lord, come!” Many of the parables 
that Jesus told were about the return of 
the King or the Bridegroom. And the Bible 
concludes in Revelation 22:20 saying, 

“Surely I am coming quickly.” Amen. Even 
so, come quickly Lord.”

Paul wrote to the Thessalonians to 
encourage one another by the knowledge 
of how the Lord will return, descending 
from heaven with a shout and the voice 
of an archangel and the trumpet of God 
(1 Thessalonians 4:16). 

Sometimes I find myself looking at cumulus 
clouds with the sun behind lighting up the cloud, 
making a silver lining and casting brilliant rays from 
behind. And I catch myself looking for Someone on 
a horse (Revelation 19:11-14) as brilliant as the sun, 
and imagining the clouds around that specific One 
to be hosts of angels. I find myself yearning for that 
day. 

But then I realise it’s too quiet. At Mount Sinai, 
God’s presence was enveloped in a cloud with 
thunder and lightning so fearsome that the Isra-
elites fled and begged that Moses should  speak 
to them rather than God. Therefore the return of 
Christ will not be a quiet affair. The whole world will 
know about it. Almighty God, with an energy that 
makes the splitting of the atom seem like a puff, will 
be entering the physical domain of human life.

Could our love grow cold?
Since the mid 1900’s however, there 

seems to have been a paradigm shift. We 
now concentrate on the spiritual blessings 
here and now and more importantly, on 
relationships with God and people. We are 
constantly admonished to love one another. 
I get the feeling that we have entered the 
era of which Jesus said the love of many 
will grow cold. Is the Holy Spirit stirring 

the minds of 
believers to 
s t r e n g t h e n 
relationships 
and concen-
trate on loving  
God and one 
another at 

present?  

Is the Holy Spirit stirring 
the minds of believers to 

strengthen relationships?

It is not too difficult to see how the love 
of many has grown cold. We are living with 
the “me-first” factor. Self indulgence is the 
order of the day and there is such a lack 
of positive human relationships that special 
training courses are being given in how to 
live with one another. But the Holy Spirit is 
stirring the true leaders and theologians to 

 ...Continued on pg 10
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ANCIENT WORDS  
CHANGING ME 

CHANGING YOU

I don’t remember the 
name of the movie. 

 I can’t recall the plot or the names of the 
actors.  But I do remember 
one particular scene.

The hero had escaped 
from a World War Two pris-
oner of war camp. Being 
hotly pursued by soldiers he 
fled into a nearby village. 
Desperately looking for a 
place to hide he darted into 
a crowded theatre and found 
a seat. Within minutes four or 
five prison guards entered the 
theatre and began closing off 
the side exits. His mind raced. 
Now there would only be 
one way out and he knew he 
would be recognized when 
the patrons slowly filed out. 
Suddenly he had an idea. He leaped up in the semi 
dark theatre pointing and screaming; “Fire! Fire! 
Fire!” The crowd panicked and surged towards the 
exits. The hero seized the opportunity and mingling 
with the thronging crowd slipped past the guards 
and escaped into the night.  

I remember that scene for one important reason.

 Words hAve poWer.  

The book of Proverbs teaches us that words have 
power to bring death and life (Proverbs 18:21).  
Poorly chosen words can hurt, kill enthusiasm and 
hold people back. Well chosen words can heal, 
encourage and offer hope. During the darkest days 
of the Second World War Winston Churchill’s words, 
so skilfully crafted and so superbly delivered, lifted 
the spirits and restored the resilience of the belea-
guered English people.  It was said that he mobi-
lized the English language and sent it into battle.  
Such is the power of words. They can change lives 
and situations. 

If our human words have so much power, how 
much more so the words of God?  In Genesis we 
have the first recorded words of God. He spoke and 
out of nothing came light.  Out of light came day. 

Then came sky… and earth.  Can we even begin 
to grasp how he did that “just” with words?  His 
final masterpiece was the creation of a man and a 
woman. Because they had been created in God’s 
image and likeness, God could talk to them and 

they were able to reciprocate. 
If God made us in such a 

way that we can receive his 
words wouldn’t you expect 
to find his communication 
somewhere on earth today?  
Well, he does talk to us today. 
He could have chosen many 
different ways to communi-
cate with us but he chose a 
book - the Bible. The Bible is 
God’s words to us.

The apostle Paul wrote; 
All Scripture is God-breathed 
(2 Timothy 3:16). The Bible 
is not just any book. It has 
divine origins – the words 

within are “God-breathed.” It’s not just words from 
inspired men writing an inspiring book.  When we 
speak to others, they are actually listening to our 
breath. Our voice is really breath coming up over 
our vocal cords, vibrating those vocal cords and 
coming out as sound.  If we didn’t have any breath, 
we wouldn’t have a voice.  So your breath is your 
word, your voice. God’s words – in a sense - are 
God’s very breath. God breathed into the scripture.  
When we read the Bible, God is speaking directly to 
us. You could call it God’s love letter to us because 
he breathes out his words of love into our hearts. 
It’s a personal letter – not just words written thou-
sands of years ago.  

The Bible is not just any 
book. It has divine origins

In Romans 4:3 Paul asks, What does Scripture 
say? This may seem like an innocent question but 
the implications are life-changing.  John Stott  writes 
that the author’s  “quasi-personification of scripture 
as being able to speak indicates that he draws no 
distinction between what Scripture says and what 

Gordon Green
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teach us about the Triune God and that intimate 
relationship to be poured out in our hearts, so that 
the relationship between the 
children of God should be about 
unconditional love. 

The question that comes to 
mind is whether this era of rela-
tionship development amongst 
believers is not perhaps the fore-
runner of the imminent return of 
Christ. The apostles constantly 
reminded the church to be ready 
for the return of Jesus. Yet 2 000 
years later we are still waiting 
and some have lost interest 
saying, “where is the promise 
of His coming?” But then Peter 
continues in 2  Peter 3:8-10:   

“But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With 
the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thou-
sand years are like a day.  

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as 
some understand slowness. He is patient with you, 
not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come 
to repentance.  But the day of the Lord will come like 
a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the 

elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and 
everything in it will be laid bare.”

Because of this expectation 
of the return of Jesus we should 
keep ourselves pure and ready 
and our lamps filled and trimmed. 
We may live 70, 80 or 90 years 
waiting, but we should be waiting 
as one who is expecting the King 
of kings and Lord of lords at any 
moment. You may die before his 
return but then you will wake up 
meeting him in the air. Live as 
one enjoying the multiple bless-
ings of peace, assurance of salva-
tion, your sins all forgiven, and 
many other benefits of salvation 
and redemption. 

 But live as a child of God, mindful of one thing.

Maranatha!  F2F

 

God says through it.” Furthermore, Paul’s words are 
in the present tense “and in asking what it ‘says’, 
the apostle indicates that through the written text 
the living voice of God may be heard.”1

Breathtaking! Overwhelming!  Supernatural!  
The Bible is God’s words through which he speaks 
to you today – in the very moment.  He still speaks 
through what he has spoken.  When we begin 
to grasp this how can we ever make the mistake 
of reading the Bible just because we have to or 
because it is the right thing to do?  How can we 
ever again find the Bible boring?   

not A mAgiC formulA

Don’t misunderstand. The Bible is not a book of 
magic. Some make the mistake of opening the Bible 
anywhere and reading just one verse and believe 
God is speaking to them.  Some see the Bible as the 
key to becoming healthy or wealthy. Some see it as 
a crystal ball and use it as a tool for predicting the 
immediate future. Some use it to condemn people 
they don’t like or as justification of their oppression 
on others. Some use the Bible to create a religion of 
rules rather than listening to its proclamation of the 
good news, grace for lost sinners.

Paul says a purpose of the scriptures is to “make 
us wise about salvation through faith in Jesus Christ” 
(2Timothy 3:15). He was referring to the Old Testa-
ment (which points us to Jesus) but all of God’s 
words are a means for us to encounter the person 

and ministry of Jesus Christ - how we can look to 
him and always rely on him. His words reveal to us 
who God is and who we are because of what Jesus 
has done for us. His words teach us things about 
ourselves that we can learn nowhere else; what we 
are like, what our potential is and where we came 
from. His words illuminate the true nature of life so 
that we don’t go spending our whole lifetime trying 
to find out where the real life is. 

Come to these words like a little child to receive 
what God has to say to you, humbly and teachably, 
and the Holy Spirit will inspire, guide and illuminate 
these precious truths. When you do, your life will 
never be the same again.  

A travelling preacher was passing through the 
security check at an airport. It was before the days 
of electronic scanning, and the security official 
was rummaging about in his brief-case.  He came 
across the black cardboard box which contained 
the preacher’s Bible, and was curious to discover 
its contents.  “What’s in that box? He asked suspi-
ciously, and received the startling reply “Dynamite!” 

What a fitting description of God’s word – an 
explosive power.  Powerful not because it is like a 
magic spell but because our loving God spoke these 
words and speaks them again. God wants to talk 
to you today - and he wrote his message in a book.  

1  John Stott, The Message of Romans p125.

 mArAnAthA - continued from pg 8
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Michael Morrison

The Law, Used 
Properly

(A Study of 1 Timothy 1:3-11)

(A study of 1 timothy 1:3-11)

The early church had doctrinal disagreements 
and behavioral problems. Paul asked Timothy to take 
care of several problems in Ephesus. Just as Roman 
emperors sometimes used “open letters” to publicly 
proclaim the instructions that a new governor was 
given, so also Paul used a letter to explain to the 
congregation what Timothy was authorized to do.

Confident speCulAtions (verses 3-7)

After a brief introduction, Paul explains Timothy’s 
commission: “As i urged you when i went into 
macedonia, stay there in ephesus so that you 
may command certain people not to teach false 
doctrines any longer.” Some people had added 
new teachings to the gospel. Paul’s letter does not 
tell us exactly what the false teachings were, but it 
does give us some clues. Some of the same ideas 
were in second-century Gnosticism, which taught 
salvation by learning various mysteries (the Greek 
word gnosis means “knowledge”).

Paul gives hints about heresy when he adds, “or 
to devote themselves to myths and endless 
genealogies. such things promote controver-
sial speculations rather than advancing god’s 
work—which is by faith.” Gnostics said that there 
were numerous layers of authority in the heavens, 
and we must learn the names of those spiritual 
powers in order to ascend toward God. Paul may 
be referring to similar ideas with the word “gene-
alogies.” 

People were spending their time on speculations 
for which there was  no proof. The modern equiva-
lent might be prophecy, which at first may seem to 
attract people to the gospel, but ends up distracting 
people from what’s most important. The real focus 
of God’s message is faith—trusting in God, not in 
trying to learn things that everyone else has missed.

Apparently, some people liked these speculations, 
so why did Paul tell Timothy to put a stop to them? 

“the goal of this command is love, which comes 
from a pure heart and a good conscience and 
a sincere faith.” Paul had nothing to gain in this—
he was just trying to help people focus their faith 
on Christ.

But some people no longer had good motives 
and were trying to get followers for themselves. 

“some have departed from these and have 
turned to meaningless talk. they want to be 
teachers of the law, but they do not know what 
they are talking about or what they so confi-
dently affirm.” Some people like to be known as 
teachers who bring new facts and new conclusions, 
and they can attract a following by speaking with 
confidence. They state (or imply), “You need what 

I am teaching and you can’t get it anywhere else.”

lAWs mAde for sinners (verses 8-11)

In Ephesus, the false teachers had their own 
slant on the law. Paul begins to address that issue 
with a truism: “We know that the law is good if 
one uses it properly.” But what is the proper use 
of the law? Paul explains that in the next few verses: 
“We also know that the law is made not for the 
righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the 
ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious, 
for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for 
murderers…”

As some Greek philosophers noted, good 
people do not need laws to tell them not to steal 
and kill. Virtuous people don’t want to do those 
things anyway. But bad people are tempted to do 
such things, and so the law gives them a minimum 
standard of conduct. In contrast, the Christian 
standard is the maximum—we want to let Christ live 
in us, bear the fruit of the Spirit and do the will of 
the Father.

Paul continues his list of ungodly behavior: “…
for the sexually immoral, for those practicing 
homosexuality, for slave traders and liars and 
perjurers.” Greek society had few sexual restric-
tions, but the New Testament has many. Although 
some might think, “Let consenting adults do what-
ever they wish,” Paul insisted that Christian liberty 
did not extend that far. His first word, pornos, covers 
a wide range of sexual practices, and is given the 
appropriately general translation “sexual immo-
rality.” 

Paul’s second word, arsenokoitės, comes from 
roots meaning “male” and “bed.” These words 
were in the Greek version of Leviticus 18:22, which 
prohibits all male-with-male sexual activity. Paul 
apparently agreed with the traditional Jewish 
restrictions on sexual activities. Paul’s list of vices 
seems to follow the order of the Ten Command-
ments: regarding parents, murder, sex, theft, and 
falsehoods.

Paul summarizes that the law is made “for 
whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine 
that conforms to the gospel concerning the 
glory of the blessed god, which he entrusted 
to me.” Paul’s doctrines, always given in conformity 
with the gospel of grace, include some demands on 
our behavior. If an activity does not conform to the 
gospel, then it is right to prohibit it.  F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey
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DON’T BELIEVE  
EVERYTHING YOU 

READ IN THE BIBLE

Johannes Maree

One important thing my 
Professor at university 
taught me is to always 

make sure that your source 
of information is reliable. 

With this background I am often fascinated at 
what people believe, especially when based on 
where it came from. Friends have occasionally sent 
me an email about this or that, saying that it is true 
because they found it on the internet. Or maybe 
you have personally received one of those emails 
that say you have just won R10 million and to 
claim it you must send your bank details, etc. to the 
following email address. 

Books are no better. Thousands of books have 
been published that are utter nonsense. Yet the fact 
that they are in reputable bookstores does tend to 
give us a sense that they must be true. Talking about 
books brings me to arguably the greatest book ever 
written – The Bible. 

The Bible forms an integral part of the lives of 
most Christians. It is seen as the ‘Living Word’ of 
God and plays an important role in all aspects 
of their daily lives. Now before your mind starts 

heading down the wrong path, I too believe The 
Bible is the ‘Inspired Word of God’. I too try to make 
it a part of every aspect of my life. However, I don’t 
‘blindly’ believe and do everything the Bible says. 
Let me explain.

I like to jokingly say that you can prove anything 
from the Bible, just make sure you choose the right 
verses. People will sometimes defend questionable 
behaviour by quoting Bible scriptures. Recently, I 
heard someone argue that it is okay to lie, because 
Abraham lied when he told Pharaoh that Sarah was 
not his wife (Genesis12:10-20). I have even heard 
someone try to defend extramarital affairs based 
on David’s behaviour with Bathsheba(1 Samuel 11).
Part of the argument was that if David (a man after 
God’s own heart) did it, then it must be acceptable. 

the bible hAs multiple purposes

However, Paul, in his letter to Timothy, mentions 
an important aspect to keep in mind when reading, 
studying or consulting the Bible. Paul says, “All 
scripture is God-breathed [inspired] and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in right-
eousness” (2 Timothy 3:16 NIV). In other words, the 
Bible has multiple purposes and is not just telling us 
what we may or may not do. There are scriptures 
that tell us exactly what is expected of us as followers 
of Christ, while other scriptures simply give us good 

 ...Continued on pg 14
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A Christmas tale of 
time and space

Tim Maguire

On 12th April 1961 
the world stood in 
awe of Russia. 

Yuri Gagarin was supposedly the first man in 
space... I say supposedly because Israel beat Russia 
in the space race!

To understand this crazy claim, we need to go 
back in time, just over 2000 years to the small city 
of Bethlehem, which is jam-packed with pilgrims. A 
distressed husband has tried all the local inns for 
accommodation without success. Eventually a kindly 
inn-keeper allows Joseph and his heavily pregnant 
wife to sleep in his stable, and that night a baby boy 
is born. Once a year, on the 25th December, the 
world remembers this momentous occasion, not as 
the birth of the first astronaut, but the birth of the 
saviour of humankind.

He gave up all his power and 
creative glory, emptied himself 

and walked among his creation.

Unfortunately, the birth of the God-Child is a 
once a year celebration to many, and remembered 
for all the wrong reasons (please don’t add the 
first man in space to your reasons for celebrating 
his birth). Trees are decorated, cute little mangers 
are displayed alongside toy donkeys, children are 
dressed up in bed sheets for nativity plays, and for 
a few days, God is acknowledged. Then the trinkets 
are safely packed away again till next year. And our 
thoughts of God get buried in the junk-heap of life 
along with them.

 In my opinion, this can only be because we don’t 
fully grasp the importance of the Incarnation, God 

entering the realm of humanity, at the same time 
fully man and fully God.

In the first chapter of John we read that Christ, 
who made his dwelling among men, is the One who 
created the entire universe in all its intricate glory! 
Those stars, twinkling brightly on a moonless night, 
a million light years away- created by him; the fiery 
sun, at just the right distance to provide us with 
enough warmth to maintain our planet in perfect 
balance - set by him at exactly the right distance 
away in space; that warm soft hand tucked snugly 
into your own as you walk along an idyllic beach - 
wonderfully designed by him; the song of each bird 
sung sweetly from leafy cathedrals, perfectly written 
by him. Yet he gave up all his power and creative 
glory, emptied himself and walked among his crea-
tion.

Philippians 2:6-7 ‘He had equal status with God 
but didn’t think so much of himself that he had to 
cling to the advantages of that status no matter what. 
Not at all. When the time came, he set aside the 
privileges of deity and took on the status of a slave 
and became human!’ (Message)

fully god, fully humAn

Yes, God himself, born a helpless babe, totally 
reliant on his human parents, suckling at 
his mother’s breast, learning to walk, 
falling and scraping his knees, 
blistering his hands as he 
worked alongside his 
earthly father, 
weeping 
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advice for our daily lives (Eg. Whatever your hand 
finds to do, do it with all your might. (Ecclesiastes 
9:10). 

Before we can categorically state a scripture or 
verse means this or that we have to do a few things. 
Firstly, we need to read the scripture in its context. 
What is the author talking about in the entire 
chapter (or even better in the entire book)? What is 
the context in which it was said? For example, the 
Bible says, “Ask and it will be given to you” (Matthew 
7:7 NIV). Too many people say, “See. God says just 
ask for that brand new car or better job and it will 
be given to you”. But they take the verse completely 
out of context. Read the entire chapters 5,6 & 7 and 
then you will get the context and actually see what 
Jesus is saying will be given unto you. Go and check, 
it has nothing to do with material wealth. 

When we continually misread and misapply the 
Bible it can kill our faith and destroy our belief in 
Jesus and the Bible. I have met people who have 
said that God did not keep His promises, or that 
they were doing everything as asked in the Bible but 
were still sick, struggling or poor. 

As already mentioned, first read and apply every 
scripture in context of the bigger picture. Secondly, 
find out to whom the author was originally talking 
and in what historical setting. For example, God 
tells Abraham to go and kill his son Isaac (Genesis 
22). Does that mean you should go and do the 
same? Or because God tells the Israelites to offer 
daily animal sacrifices, does that mean we too must 
now go do it? Of course not.

The Bible says that if you disobey God you will 
become wise. Is that true? Well, it is in the Bible. Go 

and read it for yourself in Genesis 3:5. Of course 
we know it is not true because we understand the 
context in which it was said. It is the deceitful words 
of Satan who is lying to Eve. So that section of 
scripture would be good for teaching, not for direct 
application. 

People will sometimes defend 
questionable behaviour by 

quoting Bible scriptures

Many of the stories in the Old Testament are 
there for teaching. The Bible is not saying that lying 
is okay (as in the case of Abraham) or that adultery 
is okay (as in the case of David), but is showing us 
what the consequences of such actions are (along 
with other concepts and lessons). David was not 
acting like a man after God’s own heart when 
he was committing adultery with Bathsheba and 
devising schemes to get rid of her husband.

No concept, doctrine or teaching is supported by 
a single verse in the Bible. In other words, a text 
without a context is a pretext for a proof text. Go 
and look to see if that concept (eg. It is okay to lie) 
is mentioned or supported throughout the Bible. 
Finally, and most importantly, pray and ask the Holy 
Spirit to guide you in all humility when reading and 
studying the Bible.  F2F

at the sight of human tragedy, being tempted just 
as we are, then finally succumbing to the ultimate 
torture, beaten and spat on, then murdered on a 
cross; Fully God, yet at the same time, fully human.

The real tragedy is that so many, like Bette Midler 
in her famous song From a Distance think that God 
took on humanity for just 30 years or so, then 
returned to his former state, again aloof, watching 
humankind’s drama unfold, from a distance. Not 
so!

As once again we approach the Christmas 
season, I’d like to share some really good news with 
you. God loves you so much that not only did he 
come to reveal himself to us, and walk among us 
as a human for three decades, he kept his humanity, 
and now sits at the right hand of the Father, inter-
ceding for us. Yes, when Christ ascended into the 
heavens, he was the first man in space! In his letter 
to Timothy (1Timothy 2:5), Paul reveals ‘For there is 
one God and one mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus’ (NIV emphasis mine). 

A mediator needs to be totally unbiased. If Christ 
had returned to his fully God-state, how could he 
ever mediate for us mere mortals? - We would cry 
foul! But because Jesus maintained his humanity, 

who better to be mediator between humankind and 
God than Christ, fully God, and yet still fully man? 
Not only has he maintained his humanity, but he 
has taken up our life, and is living in and through 
us, and us in him. 

Why did God perform this greatest of miracles? 
Why did he enter time and space and his own crea-
tion? He did it so that when he ascended, he could 
lift us with Him, and that we could be seated with 
him at the right hand of God. (Colossians 3:1-3). 

So not only did the man Christ Jesus ascend into 
the Heavens, but each one of us ascended with him. 
Sorry Yuri Gagarin!

This year, as we again celebrate his birth, 
remember that God will never pack us away in 
some dusty closet to remember us perhaps once a 
year on our birthday. He keeps his humanity as his 
constant commitment and reassurance to us. He 
has never left us, and never will. Not only has he 
remained human, but he has taken up our life, and 
is living in and through us. Let us then hold fast 
onto this amazing truth, and rejoice in this amazing 
miracle, the embodiment of God’s love, the Man 
and God, Christ Jesus, Emmanuel, ‘God with us’ 
now and forever.  F2F

don’t believe everything you reAd in the bible - continued from pg 12
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Reconciliation 
and redemption

Joseph Tkach

We preachers have a habit 
of using terms that 
many people, especially 

new Christians or visitors to our 
churches, simply don’t understand. 

I was reminded of this recently when someone 
approached me after a sermon and asked what the 
difference is between “reconciliation” and “redemp-
tion.”

It’s a good question. These two words can be 
used to describe aspects of God’s work of salva-
tion for the world through Jesus Christ. To reconcile 
means to patch up a quarrel, or to make a rela-
tionship that has become strained right again. To 
redeem means to buy back, or to claim ownership.

Christ has accomplished both for us since there 
is but one whole and single work of his. But what 
he inaugurates is a healed, restored relation-
ship making us his very own brothers and sisters. 
This relationship of belonging to him calls for our 
involvement in it, our participation. His provision 
for us includes enabling us to receive and respond 
and so live in that restored relationship. So, we can 
say that the fruit of Christ’s reconciliation is our 
redemption in Christ.

Through most of history, humans have been in 
a state of alienation from God. That is, they have 
been unreconciled. We can see this by the record of 
the collective human failure to get along with each 
other. This is simply a reflection of alienation from 
God.

As the apostle Paul wrote in Colossians 1:21-22 
“And you, who once were alienated and enemies in 
your mind by wicked works, yet now he has recon-
ciled in the body of his flesh through death, to present 
you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in his 
sight” (NKJV).

First, we should note that it was never God who 
needed to be reconciled to us, but we who needed 
to be reconciled to God. As Paul said, the alienation 
was in the human mind, not in God’s mind. God’s 
response to human alienation was his forgiving and 
cleansing love fulfilled in Christ.

Second, notice also that according to Paul recon-
ciliation leads to a further development of that 
restored relationship. It leads to a fullness of life 
that is characterized by holiness, blamelessness and 
being above reproach because face to face (“in his 
sight”) we freely and gladly enter into the healed 
relationship and so receive all that God has to give 

us through Christ.
Getting at the same point, Paul wrote to the 

church in Rome to say: “For if, while we were God’s 
enemies, we were reconciled to him through the 
death of his Son, how much more, having been 
reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!” 
(Romans 5:10 NIV).

God has turned to us before we ever made a 
move in his direction. So God reconciles us even 
while we were enemies and alienated. But note that 
the restoration of right relationship with us leads 
to greater fruit that unfolds as the fullness of life, 
joyfully receiving the fullness of salvation itself.

And Paul tells us that it does not stop there. 
“All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconcili-
ation: that God was reconciling the world to himself 
in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them” (2 
Corinthians 5:18-19 NIV).

In his letter to the church at Colossae, Paul 
explained how in Christ, God reconciled the whole 
world to himself, “For God was pleased to have all 
his fullness dwell in him, and through him to recon-
cile to himself all things, whether things on earth or 
things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, 
shed on the cross” (Colossians 1:19-20 NIV).

God has reconciled all humans to himself 
through Jesus. No one is excluded from the love 
and power of God. Everyone who has ever lived has 
a place reserved for them at God’s banquet table. 
But all have not yet believed God’s word of love 
and forgiveness for them, or embraced their new 
life in Jesus. They have not donned the wedding 
garments Jesus has prepared for them and taken 
their seat at the table. In other words, we could say 
that although they have been reconciled, they have 
not yet entered into their redemption. Some have 
yet to share in or participate in their redemption 
accomplished for them in Christ. Consequently they 
are not yet experiencing the full benefits of Christ’s 
work set out for them at his wedding feast.

And that’s what the ministry of reconciliation 
is all about – we announce the good news that 
God has already reconciled the world to himself – 
through the blood of Christ – and invite all people 
to trust in, receive, believe in just this good news. All 
of what God has for us in Christ calls for a response 
to receive it and enjoy it— turning to God in repent-
ance, taking up the way of Jesus’ reconciling cross 
and following him daily. What wonderful news we 
have to proclaim. May God bless us all as we share 
in his reconciling work so that others may, even now, 
receive all the benefits of their redemption.  F2F
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The Real 
Christmas 

Miracle Story
Paul Kroll

Every Christmas season 
Christians give thanks to 
our heavenly Father for his 

love and grace, showered upon 
us through the birth of Jesus.

The traditional carols we sing memorialize the 
meaning of Jesus’ birth — Joy to the World, O Holy 
Night, The First Noel, Silent Night, Hark the Herald 
Angels Sing, O Little Town of Bethlehem, Away in 
a Manger, God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen — and 
many others.

“Silent Night” is one of my favorite carols because 
it speaks so directly to the inspiring scriptural story. 
Here are some of the words:

“Silent night, holy night, all is calm,
all is bright round yon virgin mother and child…
Shepherds quake at the sight…
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! Christ the Savior is 

born…
Son of God, love’s pure light…
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth…
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King.”
How beautiful are the thoughts of this carol, as 

it points us to the joy of our salvation through his 
life, death, resurrection and future coming in visible 
glory.

Yet, when you think about it, Jesus’ birth was a 
rather ordinary event. Like the billions of human 
beings who have experienced the birthing process, 
he was pushed out of his mother’s protective womb, 
down the birth canal and into our world.

There was nothing special, extraordinary or 
miraculous about Jesus’ development in his mother 
Mary’s womb or his birth. And that is just the point. 
Jesus’ common birth demonstrates that he was not 
some kind of hybrid ghost or phantom, but a real 
human being, one of us in every way.

Jesus not A phAntom

It may well be that one reason the church began 
to have an official Christmas celebration, probably 
first occurring in the congregations at Rome early 
in the fourth century, was to counter the heresy of 
Christian Gnostic Docetism.1 One of the heretical 
claims of the Docetic movement was that Jesus only 
appeared to be a real human being, but that he was 
only a phantom — an illusion. He did not have a 
real physical existence or a human body, so he was 
not really born as a baby, did not actually die on the 
cross and was not resurrected bodily.

Docetists rejected the possibility that Jesus had a 
body and nature like ours because they refused to 
believe that God, who is perfect, eternal, and spirit 
could have anything to do with our fallen temporal 
existence and matter, which they thought was evil. 

“Most denied the birth of Jesus, which would have 
put him under the power of the material world,” 
says historical theologian Justo L. Gonzalez.2

 Though born a real human being, Jesus is also 
fully God of true God—the Son of God, Jesus Christ, 
one of three Persons of the God who is Three in 
One and One in Three. 

The church had battled against Docetic heresies 
from its earliest days. The New Testament letter of 1 
John reminds believers that Jesus was a real human 
being, not a mirage: “Every spirit that acknowledges 
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God.” 
John called every person denying this truth an 
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“antichrist” (1 John 3:2-3).
When the church finally instituted a special 

Christmas festival as a memorial of Jesus’ birth, it 
fixed in believers’ minds the biblical testimony that 
he was a real person with a real human body — 
born as we all are, as flesh and blood, fully human 
babies. In Christmas, the church was teaching the 
testimony of the Gospels about Jesus’ humanity. 
That’s one reason why it’s important for Christians 
to memorialize Jesus’ human birth as we do during 
each Advent-Christmas season.

Jesus was not some kind of 
hybrid ghost or a phantom. 
He was a real human being 

in every sense – one of us

Of course, the church did not invent having what 
amounts to a public announcement of Jesus’ birth. 
It was beaten to the punch, we might say, by God 
himself, who memorialized the birth of Jesus with 
great public fanfare.

Two of the Gospels, Luke and Matthew, provide 
many details about his birth. In these accounts, 
Jesus’ birth is extolled with great pageantry by 
the announcements of angels, telling the event to 
common shepherds as well as to individuals of great 
learning and international religious importance 
(the “Wise Men”). Singing, giving gifts, visitations 
and prophetic pronouncements are all part of this 
joyous public celebration.

looKing beyond Jesus’ birth

Yet, the fact of Jesus’ human birth is only part 
of the gospel story of how God has worked out our 
salvation in him. True enough, Jesus’ birth tells us 
that the One we worship as Savior lived as a fully 
human individual in all aspects of his creaturely 
existence, just as we do.

However, by itself, the birth of Jesus is not the 
miracle and meaning of who he really is in himself 
and who he is for us — for all of humanity. As we 
search for the full meaning and miraculous nature 
of the “Christmas story,” we are compelled to look 
deeper into the question of who Jesus really was.

Matthew 1:18 tells us that Mary “was found to 
be with child through the Holy Spirit.” The angel told 
Joseph, who was betrothed to her in marriage, that 
she was pregnant not because she had a sexual 
affair with someone else, but “because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit” (verse 20).

Luke 1:26-38 records the story of the angel 
Gabriel appearing to Mary and telling her how she, 
a virgin, would become pregnant: “The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will 
be called the Son of God” (verse 35).

While Jesus would be born a real and fully human 

person, he would also be “Immanuel — which 
means, ‘God with us’” (Matthew 1:23). Though a 
real human being, Jesus is also fully God of true 
God—the Son of God, Jesus Christ, one of three 
Persons of the God who is Three in One and One 
in Three.

The Creator God is free and able to enter his 
creation as one of us and yet retain his divine iden-
tity.

Who Jesus reAlly WAs

The Gospel of John concentrates on Jesus’ divine 
identity. John says nothing specific about Jesus’ 
birth. His interest is to show the true identity and 
eternal nature of the One who became the human 
being, Jesus. John begins his Gospel before time 
began, we might say, in order to inform us about 
Jesus’ existence.

He says: “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
with God in the beginning.”3

John next tells us that the divine Word under-
went an absolutely radical and unique change. 
John describes this historical creative act tersely in 
a single sentence in verse 14: “The Word became 
flesh and made his dwelling among us.”

The divine Word (the Son of God or Jesus Christ) 
became a fertilized egg in Mary’s womb. That cell 
divided again and again, becoming in time tens of 
millions of cells, developing into an embryo and 
then a fetus, and finally resulting in the birth of 
the infant Jesus, after Mary’s normal, nine-month 
pregnancy.

Words cannot adequately describe the astonish-
ingly infinite creativity and freedom of God to reach 
down to us by becoming one of us, bringing us the 
joyous good news of who he is for us and who he 
has made us to be in Jesus Christ.

from infinite poWer to humAn Cell

When we turn to the apostle Paul’s letter to 
the Philippians, we find a further explanation of 
this profound occurrence — the Incarnation — the 

“infleshing” of the divine Son of God as the man 
Jesus.

Paul writes, speaking of Jesus Christ: “Being in 
very nature God, he did not consider equality with 
God something to be grasped, but made himself 
nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being 
made in human likeness. And being found in appear-
ance as a man, he humbled himself and became 
obedient to death — even death on a cross!” (Philip-
pians 2:5-8).

Why would the eternal, all-powerful Son of God 
put himself through such a profound change, taking 
on our fallen human nature and mortal body? Paul 
explains why by telling us that this act of pure 
love was necessary for our salvation. “You know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich [in very nature God], yet for your sakes he 

 ...Continued on pg 19
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What’s so  
special about 

Trinitarian 
Theology?

Learning more about the 
nature of God has domi-
nated my Bible study for the 

last decade and I find it to be more 
and more fascinating. Having 
the correct perspective of who 
God is cannot be overestimated. 

Viewing his sovereignty over eternity and the 
nature of his being orders all of our doctrinal under-
standings.

I love the following quote from Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon, England’s best-known preacher for most 
of the second half of the nineteenth century:

“The highest science, the loftiest speculation, the 
mightiest philosophy, which can ever engage the 
attention of a child of God, is the name, the nature, 
the person, the work, the doings, and the existence 
of the great God whom he calls his Father. There is 
something exceedingly improving to the mind in a 
contemplation of the Divinity. It is a subject so vast, 
that all our thoughts are lost in its immensity; so 
deep, that our pride is drowned in its infinity.”

I am sometimes asked, “What’s so special about 
Trinitarian theology—don’t most orthodox churches 
believe in the Trinity?” Yes, they do. In fact, belief in 
the Trinity is considered the hallmark of authentic 
Christian doctrine. It was our acceptance of the 
Trinity that brought our denomination “in out of the 
cold,” allowing us to break free from being consid-
ered a cult.

As I studied what various churches believe about 
the Trinity, I observed that while most consent to the 
doctrine, it does not have a central role in their faith. 
Many consider the Trinity to be an abstract idea, of 
interest to theologians but not really of much use to 
the rest of us. This is sad because when the Trinity is 

not at the center, shaping all other doctrines, strange 
ideas and distortions arise. For example, those who 
proclaim a health/wealth/prosperity gospel tend to 
view God as a divine “vending machine.” Others 
tend to view God as a mechanistic version of fate 
who has determined everything from before crea-
tion—including who will be saved and who will be 
damned. I find it particularly hard to accept a God 
who creates billions of people just for the purpose 
of condemning and damning them for eternity!

Trinitarian theology puts the Trinity at the center 
of all doctrinal understanding, influencing every-
thing we believe and understand about God. As 
theologian Catherine LaCugna wrote in her book 
God for Us:

“The doctrine of the Trinity is, ultimately…a 
teaching not about the abstract nature of God, nor 
about God in isolation from everything other than 
God, but a teaching about God’s life with us and 
our life with each other. Trinitarian theology could 
be described as par excellence a theology of rela-
tionship, which explores the mysteries of love, rela-
tionship, personhood and communion within the 
framework of God’s self-revelation in the person of 
Christ and the activity of the Spirit.” [Note: While 
I appreciate much of what is in this book, I don’t 
agree with all of it.]

We know of this triune life of God from Jesus 
who is God’s self-revelation in person. It should be 
our rule that anything we say about the Trinity must 
come from Jesus’ life, teaching, death, resurrection, 
ascension and promised return.

I have seen many diagrams that attempt to 
explain the Trinity. The best of them fall short and 
some are confusing. It is, of course, impossible to 
explain the nature of God in a diagram. However, 
a good one can help us grasp some aspects of the 
doctrine. You may find helpful the diagram shown at 
right. It summarizes early church teaching, pointing 
out that correct biblical understanding concerning 

Joseph Tkach
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the nature of God 
upholds three essential 
beliefs about God. It 
also indicates that we 
end up denying that 
God is Triune when 
even one of these 
beliefs is rejected.

The three sides 
of the triangle in the 
diagram represent 
these three essen-
tial beliefs, and the 
point of the triangle 
across from each side 
represents the corre-
sponding error when 
that particular belief is 
denied:
•	 Denial	 of	 the	

Three Persons results in Modalism (sometimes 
referred to as the Oneness teaching), the erro-
neous belief that God appears to us in three ways 
or modes, wears three hats, acts in three different 
roles or just has three different names.

•	 Denial	 of	
the Equality of Persons 
results in Subordina-
tionism, the erroneous 
belief that one of the 
divine Persons is less 
than fully and truly 
God.
•	 Denial	 of	

Monotheism (the idea 
of the Unity of God) 
results in Polytheism, 
the erroneous belief in 
two or more separate 
gods (including the 
error of tri-theism—a 
belief in three gods).

When we are 
careful to uphold all 
three of these essential 

beliefs about God, we avoid the corresponding 
false teachings and thus bear faithful witness to the 
glorious mystery of the Trinity.  F2F

became poor [human flesh], so that you through his 
poverty might become rich [receive eternal life]” (2 
Corinthians 8:9).

WhAt god ACComplished in Jesus

There in a nutshell is the greatest story ever told. 
In this miraculous act of the Word become human 
flesh, Jesus took on our fallen human nature and 
recreated it within himself, transforming it into his 
perfect and righteous human nature. In Jesus’ death 
on the cross, God wiped away our spiritual fallen-
ness and freed us from the sinfulness that enslaves 
us. In his bodily resurrection, Jesus was the fore-
runner of our salvation, drawing us into the new 
life of his resurrection. And, finally, at his coming in 
power and glory, Jesus will end the stranglehold of 
human death by redeeming our mortal bodies with 
immortality (1 Corinthians 15:50-54).

All this stems from God’s eternal and inexhaust-
ible love for us. Is it any wonder that Christmas 
celebration is filled with wonder and awe, as we 
contemplate the Incarnation of Jesus, our Savior 
and Lord?

Christian believers do not put their faith in a 
group of doctrines or a set of logical proofs. They 
have no faith in fake, ersatz “gods.” They place no 
false hopes in themselves and do not rest on any 

“good works” that they perform.

Believers believe in a living person — Jesus Christ, 
who is true God of true God, sent by the Father, and 
who, with the Father, “lives in” them by the Holy 
Spirit (John 14:15-21). Each Christian believer says 
with the apostle Paul: “I am not ashamed, because 
I know whom I have believed”—Jesus Christ (2 
Timothy 1:12).

That is the story of Christmas — the good news 
of what God has done for us in Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. F2F

1 The Greek word dok?tai that gives us the English “Docetism” 
means “to seem.” A number of Greek New Testament verses use 
forms of the word, as in James 1:26: “If any man among you seem 
[doke?] to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth 
his own heart, this man’s religion is vain.”

2 Justo L. Gonzalez, The Story of Christianity, vol. 1 (HarperCollins, 
1984), p. 60.

3 Here we are given a truth about the Being of God that stretches 
our imagination to the utmost. It was not contemplated by human 
beings before God acted to reveal himself in Jesus. As it turns out, 
the one divine Being who is God has existed from eternity in three 
eternal and distinct persons who are of the same essence — Father, 
Son (the Word who was born as Jesus Christ) and the Holy Spirit.  

the reAl ChristmAs story - continued from pg 17
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Next year 
will be 

different! .... 
or will it?

Have you ever wondered 
if God cares about 
New Year’s Day? 

God exists in timelessness called eternity. 
However, when he created humans, he placed 
them within time, defined by days, weeks, months 
and years. There are many calendars that people 
use around the world. I realise that the Hebrew 
New Years Day is not the New Years Day that we 
celebrate, but the same principles do apply. What-
ever calendar you use, there is New Year’s Day, that 
is, the first day of the first month of the calendar 
year. 

God cares about time. Moses prayed for wisdom 
when it comes to time. This is what he said:

“The days of our lives are seventy years; … So 
teach us to number our days, That we may gain a 
heart of wisdom.”(Ps. 90:10, 12 NKJV).

Takalani Musekwa
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One thing we have come to know about God as 
revealed in the Christian Bible is that God keeps 
time. He does things on time. If something must 
happen on the first of the month, or on the 20th of 
the month, it will happen on that day, on the hour, 
to the minute. It is not a coincidence, and it is not an 
emergency. It is God-incidence.

The life of Jesus was scripted to the last detail in 
terms of time and place thousands of years before 
he was born, and he lived the script. This is one 
of the things that attest to Jesus’ deity. No human 
could predict how his own life would turn out the 
way he did, and the way the prophets before him 
foretold. The birth of Jesus, which we celebrate on 
Christmas Day, as well as his crucifixion and resur-
rection, were announced by the prophets many 
years before they happened.

Let me share with you some of the things God 
did and said on New Year’s Day in biblical history.

Firstly, we note that when Noah was in the ark 
during the flood, it was months before the waters 
subsided. It is recorded that it was on New Year’s 
Day when Noah opened the window and saw the 
waters have subsided. Probably having gotten used 
to the comforts and safety of the ark from the flood-
waters outside, Noah stayed a further two months. 
In Genesis 8:16, God said to Noah leave the boat, 
the ground is dry. Sometimes we are flooded by 
problems in life, and ironically we get trapped in 
them and become comfortable that we are afraid 
of leaving them behind. Whatever comfort zone 
you may be in right now, on this New Year’s Day 
of 2013, God says the same words he said to Noah 
thousands of years ago - get out! 

A fresh stArt

There is a new world out there waiting for you. 
You can go out and be fruitful and multiply. The 
floods of last year may have destroyed all you had, 
but a new year’s day is God’s message to you to 
start afresh and be fruitful and multiply. I know they 
say once beaten, twice shy. You don’t need to be shy. 
It’s a new year - get out. The proverbial waters that 
were drowning you have subsided.

On this New Year’s Day, God 
gives you and I the same 

message he gave to Moses 
thousands of years ago.

Secondly, we find that God gives Moses instruc-
tions to construct a Tabernacle (Temple), which was 
a Tent symbolizing God’s dwelling place amongst 
the people. After it was completed, God says to 
Moses, “Set up the Tabernacle on the first day of the 
new year” (Exodus 40:2 NLT). According to God, 
this was a special task, to be done on a special day, 
New Year’s Day!

Hundreds of years later, the Temple was defiled 
and corrupted by the people. King Hezekiah 
decided that things must change. The priests went 
into the sanctuary of the Temple to cleanse it, and 
they took out of the Temple courtyard all the defiled 
things they found. They began this work on New 
Year’s Day, that is, the first day of the first month. (2 
Chronicles 29:15-17).

But what does all this mean? Fast forward to the 
New Testament, where we are told by Paul that we 
are The Temple. “Don’t you realize that all of you 
together are the temple of God and that the Spirit 
of God lives in you? God will destroy anyone who 
destroys this temple. For God’s temple is holy, and 
you are that temple.” (1 Corinthians 3:16)

So, on this New Year’s Day, God gives you and I 
the same message he gave to Moses thousands of 
years ago. “Set up the temple on New Year’s Day”. 
If you are not a believer already, God is making a 
call. Set yourself up to be his temple, and he will 
come and dwell in you. If you are already a believer, 
he gives you the same message that the Levites were 
given thousands of years ago to purify the temple, 
starting on New Year’s Day. So, if you have defiled 
yourself through sexual immorality, impurity, lustful 
pleasures, idolatry, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, 
outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, 
division, envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other 
sins like these, he says to you, “Purify yourself!” -  
starting on New Year’s Day. Have you started? This 
could be the best New Year’s Resolution of your life, 
to become God’s dwelling place.

leAve bAbylon!

Thirdly, there is another New Year’s Day event 
which is God’s message to humans today. This 
event is recorded in the book of Ezra. Ezra was a 
Jew who was living in exile in Babylon, together 
with many other Jews. Jerusalem, the place where 
the temple was, was falling apart, together with the 
temple. Remember we are the temple, and we are 
in the church. So the temple was a symbol of us, the 
believers, and Jerusalem a symbol of the church.

We read in Revelation 21:2: “And I saw the holy 
city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out 
of heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband”. Elsewhere, we are told several times that 
the church is the bride of Christ (Ephesians 5:27; 
Revelation 19:7; 21:9). What does this have to do 
with you?

Well, after Jerusalem and the temple were 
rebuilt, Ezra, who was a scribe decided to travel to 
Jerusalem to learn more about the scriptures and 
teach his people. He decided to leave Babylon 
on “new Year’s day”! (Ezra 7:9)

This New Year’s Day, just like Ezra did thou-
sands of years ago, you too can decide to start your 
journey back to church (Jerusalem). You may have 
been stuck in the Babylon of your lifestyle, your job, 
and your sins. There are many believers stuck in 
Babylon, when Jerusalem, the church, needs them. 
But like Ezra, you can decide to start the journey 
back home - to church. The church needs you. Will 
you be like Ezra this New Year’s Day and go back to 
church? Ezra started his journey on New Year’s Day. 
It may be a tough journey when you start, but the 
journey of a thousand miles starts with the first step, 
on the first day of the first month. It took Ezra four 
months to get there. But you can start today!

May you look back next New Year’s Eve and say, 
“I am glad I was like Noah, who stepped out of the 
comfort zone of the ark into a new world God had 
for him, or like Moses, who set up the temple on 
New Year’s Day, or like Ezra, who decided to leave 
the trappings of Babylon behind, and learn more 
about his God!” 

Happy new Year! Happy 2013!  F2F
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James Henderson

“As a dog returns to its vomit, 
so fools repeat their folly”

(Proverbs 26:11 NIV UK)
Dogs are remarkable animals. 
Using their keen sense of smell they search for 

survivors in collapsed buildings, detect drugs and 
firearms in police patrols, and, some say, locate 
tumours in the human body. In August “Tucker” was 
in the news. He is one of the few dogs in the world 
able to track the scent of an endangered group of 
killer whales that live off the north west coast of 
the US. As well as being born to sniff, dogs help 
humans in other ways, from bringing comfort to 
guiding the blind.

In the Bible, however, dogs often have a bad 
press. Let’s face it: they have some disgusting 
habits. When I was a boy I had a pet dog. He used 
to proverbially lap up whatever he brought up, in 
the same way as a fool relishes his or her own silly 
words.

Solomon, of course, does not see things from the 
dog’s point of view, and I guess none of us can. Is 
it some primeval return to the days when the dog’s 
mother would regurgitate her food for her young 
to eat, as still happens today with the African Wild 
Dogs? Even some birds do it! Is it just an attempt to 
re-digest some undigested food? I read recently of 
an expensive restaurant where food is pre-chewed 
for the discerning eater. In some cultures mothers 
pre-masticate what they give to their infants. How 
different are we really?

From Solomon’s perspective this canine habit 
seems repulsive. It reminds him of fools. The fool 
says in his or her heart, “there is no God” (Psalm 
53:1). A fool denies God’s priority in his or her life. 
Fools keep going back to their own philosophies 
and lifestyle. They repeat the same mistakes. The 

fool is deluded 
into thinking 
that his or her 
godless choices 
are reason-
able. Peter said 
that anyone who 
rejects the grace of 
Christ and returns to a life 
not led by the Spirit is like a 
dog returning to its vomit, quoting Solomon’s 
proverb (2 Peter 2:22).

So how do we break this cycle of folly? The 
answer is to stop returning to the vomit. Whatever 
sinful lifestyle we may relish, let’s not go there 
anymore. Let’s not return to the same old patterns 
of sin. Sometimes dogs can be trained out of bad 
habits, but fools remain stubborn and are not willing 
to listen to correction. Let’s not be like “fools” who 

“despise wisdom and instruction” (Proverbs 1:7). 
Let the Spirit convict us of our sins and change us 
completely so that we not longer desire to go back 
to how we were. Paul told the Colossians to cease 
indulging in their old ways of “sexual immorality, 
impurity, lust, evil desire and greed…anger, rage, 
malice, slander and filthy language” (Colossians 
3:5-8).

On the positive side, maybe we could take a 
good lesson from dogs. My boyhood dog followed 
me everywhere through thick and thin. He let me 
train him and lead him. Even though we are not 
dogs, could this be instructive for us? Let’s follow 
Jesus no matter where he leads us.  Let Jesus guide 
you, just as a faithful dog lets itself be led by its 
loving owner.

Be faithful to Jesus.  F2F

King Solomon’s Mines
MODERN WISDOM FROM THE ANCIENT BOOK 
OF PROVERBS (PART 12) -  the dog delusion
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Max Lucado

Three passengers share a row 
of seats in an airplane. 

As the plane is taxiing for takeoff, their 
conversation turns to the topic of the airplane pilot.

Stunningly, passenger “A” doesn’t believe one 
exists. “No one flies the plane. We are guided by 
a computer system in the terminal. This plane is an 
occupied drone.  Why should I believe otherwise? 
The cockpit door is closed. Who can know? There 
is no pilot.”

Passenger “B” disagrees. “Oh, there is a pilot. 
Someone sits at the controls of the plane. But, once 
we take off, he takes a nap. He gets the plane in the 
air and then goes to sleep.”

The third passenger is shocked by what she hears. 
“You don’t know what you are talking about. First, 
there is a pilot. Second, the pilot is alert, competent 
and kind. I know; he is my husband. He is seasoned 
and sensitive and has every intention of a successful 
flight. We are in good hands.”

Nothing is more important 
than the right view of God

Three passengers. Three opinions. A plane with 
no pilot. A plane with a disengaged pilot. A plane 
with a seasoned and concerned pilot. Fast forward 
a few minutes. Turbulence shakes the plane like 
popcorn in a paper bag. Will the three passengers 
experience the flight in the same way? Of the three 
travelers, which is most prone to stay calm?

Nothing is more important than the right view 
of God. Nothing. I’ve seen the wealthy and highly 
educated crumple like cowards at the face of death. 
I’ve seen the simple and humble take their final 
breath with a smile and a song. The difference? 
They knew the Pilot.

You need to know the heart of the pilot. That is 
why the story of Jesus is in the Bible. He is the only 
picture of God ever taken. To know Jesus, is to know 
God. To know God is to know: this flight gets bumpy, 
but the Pilot? He knows how to get us home.  F2F

Listen to UpWords with Max Lucado at OnePlace.com
Reprinted with kind permission of Max Lucado

To Know the Heart 
of the Pilot
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Listen to us on Radio:

CCfm 107.5 fm: 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9:10am 
(The Greater Cape Town area from Melk-
bosstrand to Durbanville to Stellenbosch 
to Gordon’s bay from Muizenberg) 

IF YOU LIVE IN CAPE TOWN , YOU 
CAN LISTEN TO FACE TO FACE ON:

www.ccfm.org.za

On-air 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, o�ering the 

best mix of contemporary 
Christian music and 

compelling chat, 
combined with up-to-

the-minute news, 
weather forecasts, tra�c 

and travel information.

Looking for a Congregation? 
Face to Face Magazine is published by Grace 
Communion International. We have many congre-
gations across South Africa. If you are interested in 
attending one of our services, please contact one of 
the following people for more information.

Syd Townsend (083 629 9217)- Free State and Lesotho
Gladman Ncokazi (083 230 2643)- Eastern cape
Gordon Green (082 564 0983)- Kwazulu-Natal
Caleb Makhela (074 587 1236)- Limpopo
Takalani Musekwa (082 444 3602) –Gauteng
Trevor Weber (082 927 9864) Western Cape
Tim Maguire (082 374 8437)- Other


