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Editorial

The year ahead is a diary filled with crisp, white, 
unmarked pages. We live a life of uncertainty, filled 
with the unknown.  There are just too many vari-
ables for us to figure out how it might all turn out. 
Who might we meet on this journey through our 
365 page diary? More importantly, how will we 
treat them? If they are an ‘Ugly Cat’ will we reject 
them just because they don’t fit into the ‘Christian’ 
mould we expect them to? Perhaps we can even 
be that good Samaritan and hopefully, through 
Christ’s love dwelling in and flowing through us, we 
will give them just a glimpse of God’s love for each 
one of us. 

And yes, I’m sure the year will be filled with 
challenges. I would like to encourage you, that no 
matter how bad things get, NEVER doubt God’s 
love for you. He loves you more than you can ever 
realise and it is his will that all should be saved (1 
Timothy 2:3-4)  - Eternal Life is not just for a select 
few.

And what about when we face disappointment, 
and are let down by others, even those we have 
looked up to. Again, Christ is the only one worthy 
of our adoration. Look to him for your strength, and 
yes, when we struggle to forgive those who have 
wronged us, let’s remember that his is the only 
perfect forgiveness too.

And of course we will face the everyday battles 
of life, like battling our weight or facing midlife 
melancholy.  Whatever the year holds, remember 
God. Draw close to him. He is your strength and he 
is your refuge. And you can do all things and cope 
with anything, through Christ who strengthens you! 

And God willing, we will be walking alongside 
and encouraging you throughout the year with 
more inspiring articles  to help make your walk with 
God all that it should be.

Have a wonderful year!

Tim F2F
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John Halford

Jesus drew lessons from lilies, 
trees, sparrows and fish and 
even has some complimen-

tary things to say about dogs. 
I can see that about dogs. They are loyal, 

unselfish and seem to be able to show uncondi-
tional love. However, he did not say anything about 
cats. In fact, cats are the only domestic animals that 
are not mentioned in the Bible. Maybe it’s because 
the ancient Egyptians worshipped them. 

Unlike the ancient Egyptians, I am not particularly 
fond of cats. For one thing, I am allergic to them. I 
also find them greedy and self-centered compared 
to the unquestioning devotion of dogs. I am quite 
willing to share the planet with them, providing it 
is not the same part of the planet. I certainly don’t 
want one as a pet. So I was not particularly happy 
when Ugly Cat limped into my life. 

I first saw her on a dark, cold evening just after 
Christmas last year. It might even have been the 
Feast of Stephen, although the moon wasn’t shining 
brightly and the snow didn’t lie round about deep 
and crisp and even. But there was enough snow for 
me to clear it from the driveway. That’s when I first 
met Ugly Cat, standing at the edge of the pool of 

light from the open garage door. She meowed pite-
ously but kept her distance. I saw that she had been 
badly wounded. She was dragging her right back 
leg, and one eye was just a bloody pulp. She looked 
like she had been in a fight or perhaps hit by a car. I 
didn’t want to leave her to suffer, but she would not 
let me get close. After a minute or so, she stumbled 
off into the darkness, leaving a trail of blood in the 
snow. 

“Poor critter,” I thought. “She won’t last long out 
there.” There was nothing I could do for her. By 
morning, the snow had covered  her tracks, and 
after a day or two I forgot about her. But she had 
not forgotten me. 

One morning, several months later, we met 
again. She was standing by the edge of our garden 
pond, looking at me cautiously, wondering whether 
to take her eyes—er—eye—off me to risk a drink. 

“It’s OK,” I said. “Help yourself.” I noticed that her 
wounded eye had healed. The eye was gone, but 
the socket looked clean and not infected. I noticed 
also that, although she still limped, she was moving 
better. “How on earth did you survive the winter?” 
I wondered. This little animal was a survivor, and 
at least she deserved respect. “You’re welcome to 
have a drink from the pond whenever you want,” I 
told her. (You shouldn’t give feral cats milk.) But I 
really didn’t want her to become too friendly.

The Parable of 
the Ugly Cat
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That did not seem to be a problem—the cat 
wasn’t interested in being too friendly either. She 
could look after herself. I left some scraps of food 
out for her, but she ignored them. She was not as 
hungry as she looked.

Later I found out why. When she wasn’t drinking 
from my pond, she would help herself to the local 
dogs’ food while they watched in frustration. You 
didn’t mess with this cat. Nobody owned her, and 
she didn’t seem to want to belong. 

more mouths to feed

Ugly Cat hung around the neighborhood all 
through the spring. I began calling her “that Ugly 
Cat,” and the name stuck. She would disappear for 
days but would always show up again, looking for a 
handout. But she didn’t grovel—if nothing was forth-
coming she would, so to speak, shrug her shoulders 
and limp away. She obviously wasn’t starving. In 
fact, she seemed to be putting on weight. 

One day in early summer, I noticed a change. 
She came around meowing as usual. However, this 
time there was a different tone to it--more insistent 
and demanding. I got the impression that if a cat 
could tug at your trouser leg, she would have done 
it. It was if she was saying, “I want some food, and 
I want it NOW!”

She also seemed to be staying around our house 
more. One morning I discov-
ered why. While watering 
the flowerbeds, I found two 
kittens under a bush. Ugly Cat 
soon ran up and stood guard. 
One of the kittens looked like 
her. The other was the same 
color as a local fat cat, who 
spends all day lying around 
the house but obviously gets 
out at night. I understood 
now why Ugly Cat needed 
food. She had extra mouths 
to feed. I gave in and bought 
several cans of cat food, much to the amusement of 
my wife, who told everyone, “He’s just a big softie.” 

As is the way with cats, Ugly Cat had brought 
her kittens close to our house because she thought 
they would be safe. “You know,” I told her, “this 
really isn’t such a good place to bring your children.” 
Their shelter was only a few feet from the highway. 
It normally isn’t too busy, but a bridge over the river 
was under repair, and so a steady stream of traffic 
went by our house. I thought it was only a matter of 
time before I would be scraping the kittens off the 
road. However, they had inherited their mother’s 
ability to survive. 

My sister, who knows about cats, told us we 
shouldn’t leave the kittens with their mother longer 
than necessary. They learn fast, and if you leave 
them too long, they will never become domesti-
cated. Yeah, right, but what were we going to do 
with them? I didn’t want one cat, let alone three.

My daughter thought she could find homes for 
the kittens but was not able to pick them up for 

a few days. She suggested I take them from their 
mother as soon as they could feed themselves. 
When they could, they were ready to leave the nest. 
But moving them was easier said than done. The 
two kittens were cute from a distance, but when I 
tried to pick them up they hissed, spat, and tried 
to scratch me with their tiny claws. These were wild 
animals. Eventually I extracted them and put them 
in a large box in the garage. Ugly Cat didn’t seem 
to care. She probably wanted to be rid of them so 
she could resume her vagabond lifestyle. 

My daughter and granddaughters eventually 
came to pick up the kittens. “Be careful,” I warned 
them. “They may look adorable, but they are lethal.” 
Sure enough, the little spitfires resisted my grand-
daughters’ attentions at first. But within half an hour, 
both were purring contentedly as they rode off to 
their new homes.

the cAt comes bAck

Two down—one to go. Except Ugly Cat won’t 
go. She disappears for days but always comes back 
expecting a handout. We now keep several cans 
of cat food on hand. Against my better judgment, 
I find myself becoming rather fond of Ugly Cat. I 
have a feeling that she may be around for a while, 
never quite belonging but knowing where to come 
when she does need help. I have even given her 

a new name, because “Ugly 
Cat” began to sound unkind. 
It so happens that there is 
a Jamaican fruit called an 

“Ugli.” It is a hybrid variety—
a cross between grapefruit 
(which I am also allergic 
to) and oranges (her color). 
Perfect—Ugli it is!  

I have made an effort 
to reform Ugli, but she 
only listens long enough to 
eat. Then she is off on her 
wanderings. It looks like she 

is pregnant again (sigh!). I told her sternly not to 
expect us to find homes for the kittens this time, but 
we probably will. (Update: We did – five this time. If 
this goes on a visit to the vet is in Ugli’s future.)

This tough little cat reminds me of many people 
I have known in my years as a minister. Wild, inde-
pendent, tough survivors—living on the edge of a 
church community but never joining. Life has not 
been kind to them, and for all sorts of reasons, they 
are reluctant to make a commitment. But they know 
where to come when they need help. They can be 
annoying, and it is tempting to want to push them 
away. But we must not do that. They may not have 
accepted God’s grace, but they have not rejected 
it either. My friend, Professor Eddie Gibbs, has a 
saying “Treat everyone as if they were Christians 
until they  find out that they are not.” 

Because you just never know.  F2F
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THEY LIED THEN 
THEY DIED

The tragic story of Acts 
chapter 5 is well known 
to us Christians. 

In the days of the early church at Jerusalem, the 
believers were pooling their possessions for the 
apostles to distribute to believers who were in need. 
Some – Barnabas is mentioned specifically – sold 
houses and lands and brought the proceeds to be 
distributed to the believers. Then Ananias and his 
wife Sapphira decided to do the same, but secretly 
kept some of the money for themselves. They had 
every right to do this as there was no obligation for 
them to give any of the proceeds of the sale away. 
But they chose to do so, or at least to appear to do 
so. So when Peter asked Ananias frankly whether 
that was the total sum for the sale of the land, he 
said yes. He just had time to hear Peter berate him 
for lying, not to him (Peter), but to the Holy Spirit, 
when he dropped dead. A couple of hours after the 
body was removed by the young men of the congre-
gation, Sapphira appeared with the same story. She 
too, lived just long enough to hear Peter’s accusa-
tion of colluding with her husband to “test the Spirit 
of the Lord,” and then she also dropped dead (Acts 
5:1-10). Two lies, two deaths – just like that.

By any standards it was a 
premeditated act of deception

 Perhaps they wanted to look generous and 
‘measure up’ to the standards of the other givers. 
Or maybe they lacked the faith and trust in God to 

provide for their needs, so they kept some money 
for themselves ‘just in case.’ Have some of us felt it 
was a bit of a harsh punishment for two relatively 
new Christians? And haven’t we all been guilty of 
lying some time in our lives? Why weren’t Ananias 
and Sapphira at least given a chance to repent and 
come to their senses? 

It’s worth taking a look at the background and 
setting of this particular sin. 

Shortly before this, Peter and John had been 
released by the Sanhedrin after questioning about 
the healing of the lame man at the temple gate. 
Reporting back to the other disciples, they praised 
God and asked that he would further enable them 
to speak boldly and perform miracles. The place 
where they met was shaken, and they were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God 
boldly. “All the believers were of one heart and mind. 
No one claimed that his possessions were his own, 
but they shared everything they had. With great 
power the apostles continued to testify to the resur-
rection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon 
them all. There were no needy persons among them” 
(Acts 4:32-34).

A PremeditAted sin

It was against this faith-affirming background 
that these two conspired to lie – not just to the apos-
tles, but to the Holy Spirit. By any standards it was 
a premeditated act of deception. How would this 
have affected the onlookers? The Bible tells us that 
great fear fell upon the church – fear in this context 
meaning a total respect for God – a realization 
that God cannot be fooled. Following Christ was 
a serious business, and if they were half hearted 

Hilary Jacobs

Is THaT THE END for 
aNaNIas aND sappHIra?

they lied then they died - continued on pg 8
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Mid-Life Melancholy

The good news is: According 
to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Preven-

tion (CDC), the suicide rate 
for teens has increased only 
2 percent, and the rate has 
decreased for people 65 or older. 

The bad news is: The suicide rate among 45-54 
year-old men has increased nearly 20 percent — 
and among women in the same age category, 31 
percent. This gives a new meaning to “midlife crisis.” 

Experts are baffled! We have more, more, more 
of everything, yet feel less, less, less satisfied. Some 
lean toward the use and 
abuse of prescription 
drugs as a possible cause 
for the suicide increase, 
since the CDC also 
reports more Americans 
now die from misuse 
of prescription drugs — 
including antidepressants, 
painkillers, and sleeping 
pills — than from heroin 
and cocaine. 

As a self-medicated 
society, there seems to 
be a pill to accommodate 
every mood or disorder. 
We have pills to keep 
us awake and others to 
put us to sleep. We have pills for pain or just mild 
discomfort. Even sadness is treated as a mental 
disorder. According to the official diagnostic manual 
used by mental-health professionals, depression is 
defined as two consecutive weeks of despondency, 
diminished pleasure in life, and/or difficulties in 
sleeping or eating. It matters not that you may have 
a reason to feel sad, such as the death of a loved 
one, a job loss, or a life-threatening illness. If you 
can’t cope with a major setback in two weeks or less, 
you are labeled depressed and offered a pill.

This type of quick-fix diagnosis does a disservice 
to psychologists trying to help the genuinely 
depressed who may actually need medication. Is it 
any wonder that if we aren’t happy all the time, we 
feel like something is wrong? Add to this a media 
montage telling us we aren’t thin enough, pretty 
enough, rich enough, smart enough, talented 
enough, or young enough, and it’s no wonder that 

mid-lifers are dissatisfied. 

A time of re-eVAluAtion

The midlife years have always been a time of 
reflection. With one’s life supposedly half over, we 
try to reevaluate who we are and what we want to 
do with the rest of our lives. Factor in anxiety about 
growing older and comparisons to others or unat-
tainable standards set by advertising, and it is easy 
to see how this period of time segued from what was 
once called the “midlife transition” into a “midlife 
crisis,” a term introduced in 1965 by psychoanalyst 
and social scientist Elliot Jaques. How do we cope 
with all of this midlife melancholy without becoming 
suicidal?

The roots of these feelings run deeper than 
emotional dissatisfaction with life. We all want to 

feel significant in some 
way—to leave a positive 
mark on society and those 
around us. When the 
midyears hit, we realize 
many of our youthful 
dreams will never come 
true. It can be deeply 
disappointing. Even if 
those dreams did come 
true, it can leave us unful-
filled and wanting more. 
We are dissatisfied. So 
either way, almost any 
path looks better than the 
one we’ve taken. 

Mid-lifers search in 
all the wrong places to fill the void of lost youth, 
unrealized dreams, or discontentment. Some have 
an extramarital affair, get plastic surgery, buy a new 
convertible, or switch jobs — finding out too late 
that these outward appearances cannot replace the 
emptiness inside. Perhaps that’s when suicide looks 
appealing. 

Society has made it easy to bail out. Just a 
handful of pills, an endless sleep and all feelings of 
inadequacy are over. 

not Good enouGh?

But is midlife suicide a solution or a symptom 
of our modern society? Society tells us we must be 
happy all the time. Yet society tells us ever so subtly 
that we will never measure up: We are not young 
enough, pretty enough, thin enough, rich enough 
or smart enough. Even religion often makes us feel 
that we are not good enough and that we do not do 

Barbara Dahlgren
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enough. This “not enough” syndrome leaves people 
feeling helpless and hopeless, making the void in 
their lives seem even bigger.

But feelings and truth are not the same thing. 
The truth is that our lives do have great value — and 
we are never alone. God is always with us. Even 
when our backs are turned on God and we are 
blind to his presence, he loves and holds us and 
will never let us go. God is not some far away entity, 
separating himself from us until we are worthy of 
his presence. He is here! 

And we don’t have to do anything to earn his 
approval, respect or love. While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). The apostle 
Paul explains this further in Ephesians 2:4-5: “But 
because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were 
dead in transgressions — it is by grace you have 
been saved.” 

God has always loved us and always will, 
regardless of our appearance, how much money 
we have, how successful we are, what kind of car 
we drive, how much we do, how bad or good we 
are — whether we are young, old, or middle aged. 
All we have to do is open our eyes to this reality by 
believing in Jesus Christ. As we embrace him, we 
become aware of his embrace of us, an embrace 
that has been there all along and will never go away.

Society makes us feel worthless, then supplies 
an easy means for our demise. God never promised 
a life without pain. His purpose is not to shield us 
from all hurt, stop us from aging or make us rich 
and beautiful. His purpose is to draw us into eternal 
loving fellowship with him through Jesus Christ 
(Ephesians 1:4-5).

Whether we know it or not, God walks with us 
through every crisis we face — even in midlife. His 
presence in our lives has made us significant and 
valuable from the moment we drew our first breath, 
for he is the “enough” we need (2 Corinthians 12:9).

Society provides ways for us to keep our eyes 
closed to who we really are in Jesus Christ. But 
when we turn to God, our eyes open to his light, 
and we see things the way they really are. 

We are never alone; Jesus is in the Father, we 
are in Jesus, and Jesus is in us (John 14:20). Our 
lives always have value and meaning; God works 
in us and through us continually in ways we do not 
even know. We are God’s beloved children and he 
will never let us go. 

When we realize how much God loves us, midlife 
can be a time to look forward with anticipation, not 
back with regret.   F2F

they should back out now. It’s clear that God hates 
lies. How many times did Jesus say, “I tell you the 
truth…”? He also called 
Satan the father of lies.

God hates all sin, 
but we know he loves 
sinners. Jesus’ parable of 
the prodigal son shows a 
father who loves his diso-
bedient rebellious son so 
much that he forgives him 
everything, and receives 
him back joyfully into 
the family. But the son 
confessed, “I have sinned 
against heaven and 
against you…”

So what would Ananias 
and Sapphira have done 
if they had been exposed 
or punished but not 
killed? Would they have 
turned around as the prodigal son did? Perhaps 
they would when they realized how foolish they had 
been.  Though we don’t have specific answers, we 
can be certain of God’s unconditional love for all – 
even the worst of sinners. Would the merciful God 
who gives us multiple “second chances” (see article 
in Face to Face volume 4. No.5), not give these two 

foolish people a chance to repent and come back to 
him? Will their loving Father in heaven yet embrace 

them and welcome them 
into God’s Kingdom? 

There is no sin so evil 
that it is not covered by 
Christ’s sacrifice. He died 
for the ungodly (Romans 
5: 6), for people who 
make foolish mistakes, 
deliberate mistakes, even 
for those who commit 
heinous crimes. But like 
the prodigal son, all must 
turn and accept the love 
and sacrifice of Jesus with 
gratitude and repentance.

So, if at the resurrec-
tion Ananias and Sapphira 
choose to do that, there is 
no reason they would not 
also enter the Kingdom of 

God. Our loving Father does not want anyone to 
perish, but all to come to repentance and salvation 
(2 Peter 3:9).  F2F

they lied then they died - continued from pg 4

w w w. f a c e 2 f a c e . o r g . z a8



WHEN OUR HEROES 
LET US DOWN

I can  clearly remember the day 
when I first heard the news. 

I was in my car on the way home from 
work when the announcement came over the 
radio. The newsreader was saying that the police 
in India wanted to question Hansie Cronjé in 
connection with illegal betting and match-fixing 
allegations. Now many people who are big sports 
fans,especially cricket fans, would know the name 
well. At that time Hansie was captain of the South 
African cricket team. Not only that, he had a wide 
reputation of being a decent and honest person. In 
fact, he was known to be a good Christian. I was in 
total shock and disbelief.

Impossible, it can’t be true!  You see, Hansie was 
one of my heroes. He was a hero to many people 
in South Africa, young and old. Many people in the 
country were very upset about these allegations, 
but sadly they were later proven to be true. When 
our heroes let us down, where does that leave us? 
How does it make you feel?

We all have heroes or people we look up to and 
admire. People whose lives we often try to emulate 
in some area or another. I am not talking about the 
scenario often seen, of thousands of fans screaming 
and going totally crazy in front of some or other live 
music band, or film star. That is more along the lines 
of idol worship. 

Recently another big sporting name, a real 
hero to many, who disappointed and disillusioned  
millions of people, was the cyclist, Lance Armstrong. 
The details are not important here, except the fact 
t h a t many felt let down. It doesn’t matter in 

which discipline of life you have 
heroes, the reality is that at 

some time or other 

t h e y 
w i l l 
m o r e 
than likely 
let you down.
Think about it 
for a moment, 
even our biblical 
heroes let us 
down. The apostle 

Peter is a hero of mine and yet at times he lets me 
down, so to speak. There he is, full of energy and 
faith, jumping out of the boat and walking on water 

– wow! Few things can inspire you like your hero 
walking on water. And then – he goes and blows it. 

However, there is a hero to millions of people 
who will never let you down. He is the only hero I 
have ever come across in whom no fault has ever 
been found. No newsreader ever came across my 
radio announcing allegations that were later proven 
to be true. He never needed to hold a press confer-
ence to say he was sorry for what he had done. His 
name is JESUS. He is the only hero who will never, 
ever let you down. He will never disappoint you. 

We let others doWn too

A short while after Hansie Cronjé was exposed, 
he gave a press conference, in which he openly 
admitted that he had done wrong and that he was 
truly sorry. I admire him for doing that, because 
under those circumstances it took a lot of guts. But 
the fact still remains that he let me and thousands 
of others down. Let’s bring it closer to home. At 
some stage in our lives and probably more often 
than not, those closest to us, our loved ones, hurt 
or disappoint us. In short, they let us down. Most of 
the time they do not do it on purpose, they are just – 
human. The fact is – even though we might not like 
to admit it – we let others down too. Yet once again, 
although Jesus was fully human he was also fully 
God and for that reason he has never let us down, 

nor will he ever do so. Even his enemies 
could find no fault in him. When Jesus 

was wrongly arrested and brought to 
trial, Pontius Pilate could see that he 
was innocent and told his accusers 
he could find no basis for a charge 
(Luke 23:4). Furthermore, Jesus and 

only Jesus has the power to keep 
all of his promises. Only he will 

never leave us nor forsake us 
(Hebrews 13:5). 

He is the greatest hero 
anyone can ever have. 

He and only he will 
never ever, ever let 
you down. I invite you 

to wear his name on 
your T-shirt, to put his 

poster up on your bedroom 
wall.  Jesus Christ, The Hero 

of All Ages, invites you to have 
a relationship with him. Will you 
say, “Yes!” to his invitation?  F2F

Johannes Maree
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LIVE To saVE
James Henderson

According to a recent poll 
London cabbies are 
the best in the world. 

Certainly, when you get a good taxi driver, it’s a 
godsend.

Once I was saved by a taxi driver. The sad thing 
is I don’t even remember his face. It is just the event 
that has stuck in my mind. It was late afternoon in a 
hot and dusty Lagos, and I had to get to the airport 
from my hotel. I got into the taxi and negotiated 
what I thought to be a cheap fare. From the outset 
it was clear that I could miss my flight. The traffic 
was more or less at a standstill. Juggernaut lorries 
bearing down on everything and everyone in their 
path, passengers crammed into dirty buses like hens 
in battery cages, car horns beeping, radios throb-
bing out loud polyrhythmic beats, people yelling and 
laughing, only the hawkers were moving as they 
worked their predatory way among the stationary 
vehicles.

“I’ll pay you more if you find a shortcut,” I said. 
Suddenly we veered off down what to me was a 
blind alley because I had not noticed it before. I did 
not recognize any of the places we passed. I was 
more than a little tense. We entered one of those 
shanty villages that seem to populate Lagos. How 
could this be the right direction? We slowed down 
to turn a corner where a group of five men were 

hovering. They turned to look at us, and one of 
them pointed to me in the back of car. They began 
to chase us. They picked up stones and debris and 
threw them at the taxi, hurling racist abuse as they 
went. I am pretty sure they meant to rob me and 
who knows what violence would have ensued? 

no WAy out!

But what about my driver?  Could I trust him? 
He could easily stop to protect himself. He could 
give me up to them. Or he could join them. “Don’t 
worry.” All I could see were his eyes reflected in the 
rear view mirror. “I’ll get you out of this”. He drove 
as fast as he could along the uneven road but the 
gang was catching up on us. I panicked more when 
I saw in front of us the mother of all potholes. I had 
seen potholes of all shapes and sizes in my African 
travels. This was huge and sprawling. I could not 
see how deep it was. I thought, “this is it, there’s no 
way out now.” My driver, however, went straight on, 
and drove over its precipice-like edge and slid down 
into its belly, and then accelerated up over the other 
side. I looked around to see the men break their run 
at the rim of the pothole, and one of them tumbled, 
falling inside. The others swore and shook their fists 
at us. We got to the airport with just a few moments 
to spare. All the Naira (Nigerian currency) I had left, 
which wasn’t much in terms of western currency, I 
gave to the driver as a tip with much gratitude. This 
man, whose face I can’t remember and whom I 
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did not trust, had saved my life. On our way there 
had been a large poster on a church fence: it read, 

“Have you received your miracle today?”

He drove as fast as he could 
along the uneven road but the 

gang was catching up on us.

Sometimes I wonder about how God intervenes 
in our lives. As a Christian I interpret events in the 
light of my faith. A non-believer might say that I just 
had a lucky escape. Maybe. But in my mind there 
are so many of them, so many times when things 
could have been worse - much worse; so many 
unusual and unex-
pected moments of 
salvation. You’d think 
I would have learnt 
to anticipate them by 
now, but I haven’t. I 
feel an affinity with 
Mary, the mother of 
Jesus. Remember 
when, after Gabriel 
had announced to 
her about how her 
child would save the 
world, she pondered 
those things in her 
heart. I ponder God’s 
saving moments in 
my heart. Perhaps 
you do the same.

Being human, we 
tend to think more 
of how God works to 
help us. Jesus said that he was among us as one who 
serves, and he continues to serve us to this day. He 
is the same yesterday, today and forever. We value 
his acts of service, and it is right that we should. 
The gospel, however, is not just about us and about 
how God saves us both eternally and daily. It is also 
about how Jesus calls us to participate in his salva-
tion of everyone. That calling above all involves our 
unabashed witnessing to what Jesus has done for 
us. We preach Jesus and his resurrection. We are 
his witnesses “to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8 
NIV UK). In addition, we are part of God’s everyday 
compassion towards others, of his mercies, which, 

“are new every morning” (Lamentations 3:23). With 
God’s guidance we seek ways to aid and assist 
others practically and verbally, thus producing in us 
and perhaps in them the Spirit’s fruits. Jesus prac-
tices his saving acts towards others through us. His 
ministry of service continues through us.

An unexPected AnsWer

I don’t know what you think about the state of 
the world, but aren’t we in a mess? Nothing seems 
right. No one is righteous, no, not one. The global 

population is outstripping its ability to feed itself. 
Political tension is high. Scandals, wars and injus-
tice are the usual headlines. The money we earn 
may as well go through holes in our wallets and 
purses, as Haggai described (1:6). With reference 
to my taxi story, it is as if we are all heading into 
the mother of all potholes! Headlong into a ditch 
with no idea of how to get out! It’s interesting that 
Jesus did not prevent me from getting into the crisis 
I found myself in. He did not cause the taxi to fly 
off like Chitty Chitty Bang Bang into the air. He did 
not transport me to heaven in a whirlwind as he 
did with Elijah. Rather he supplied someone like you 
and me, an unexpected answer to help me when I 
needed it most.

We all share in the suffering of the world. Just 
as others around 
us go through 
difficult times, so 
do we. Most of 
us have a story to 
tell about family 
tragedy or illness 
or making ends 
meet. Together 
we participate 
in life’s ups and 
downs. But do 
we participate in 
Christ’s salvation 
of others? That’s 
the question I 
ask of myself on 
a regular basis. 
Sometimes I 
don’t answer the 
question. It’s too 
irritating, this 

Christianity, isn’t it? I’d rather be helped than help. 
I’d rather be rescued than rescue. I’d rather be the 
object than the verb. I’d rather receive than give. I 
did not for one minute think about how to save the 
taxi driver from what could happen to him. After 
all, the gang could have assaulted him and taken 
his car. Of course, the driver no doubt thought of 
himself. But he also thought of me. He thought to 
comfort and save me.

The ironic thing is that, when I got into the taxi, 
the driver had asked me what I did for a living. “I’m 
a Christian pastor”, I told him, “and I train other 
pastors in how to minister to others”. “Oh”, he said, 

“I’m a born-again Christian too”. “Sure”, I thought to 
myself, “probably just a cultural Christian who does 
not really practice his faith”. How often we judge 
others. Or, should I say, how often we misjudge 
others?

God spared me not just to live to be saved 
another day, but also to save another day. More 
time to participate in the saving acts of Jesus.

Have you given someone his or her miracle 
today?   F2F
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SUMMER 
ENRICHMENT 
PROGRAMME

Summer Enrichment 
Programme (SEP) 2012 was 
not just another summer 

camp, it was a life changing and 
enriching experience for the young 
men and women who attended.

 The warm hugs and teary eyes as campers 
departed attested to this! 

This year almost 150 youths aged from 8 to 25 
and from various backgrounds were a part of camp. 
The venue was the beautiful CYARA campsite, a 
Youth For Christ centre, nestled in the mountains 
near Magaliesberg. We were staffed by about 60 
dedicated and committed volunteers who have a 
passion for youths, and are in most instances them-
selves a product of SEP.

Run by Youthworx and with spiritual guidance 
given by Grace Communion International, SEP is 
a truly exciting activity based camp, the goal of 
which is to educate, empower, uplift and transform 
youths from all backgrounds and all ages, across 
Southern Africa, offering them opportunities they 
would otherwise not experience. Our aim is also to 
better equip them to face adult life, but most impor-
tantly, lead them into a closer relationship with God. 
Activities included Softball, Basketball, Volleyball, 
Soccer, Obstacle-course, Handcrafts, Ballroom 
Dancing, Christian Living classes, Life Skills classes 
(equipping youngsters for the work place), Swim-
ming (many do not even have the basics of staying 
afloat), Rock-climbing, and an overnight camping 
experience, where most got rained on!

A huge amount of work goes into putting 
together a camp for just over 200 people, but after 
a year of preparation by our planning committee, 
the day arrived and we were ready. Registration 
was on Friday afternoon, and camp was to officially 
begin that evening with a short worship session, 
then an activity filled games evening. It’s amazing 
how God takes our feeble offerings, blesses them, 
intervenes and tweaks them, and then uses them 

to his glory, if we are humble enough to allow him 
to! Well in this instance he didn’t leave us much 
choice, as when we arrived at camp, we were totally 
without electricity. We muddled through registration 
(everything was on our computers)- praying power 
would return... ate a late dinner (cooked over gas) 

- praying power would return... but God had other 
plans. Our opening ceremony could not take place 
in the dark, nor could it take place in the tiny hall 
we were eventually offered at an adjacent camp site, 
so we settled for an evening of praise and worship. 
WOW! Through the Holy Spirit, we bonded as we 
never could have through games, and the tone for 
the entire camp had been set, and our focus was 
where it should be, firmly on God!

Camp ran from the 14th-22nd December 2012, 
and our theme this year was ‘Rooted in Christ’ 
(Colossians 2:6-7). Apart from the hectic physical 
activities, morning devotionals and worship led 
the campers through the process of being a seed, 
(planted, watered and nurtured in God’s love), to 
an emerging sprout (flourishing and growing in 
the light of Christ) to a seedling with roots sinking 
deeper (fixing yourself firmly to him) into a sapling 
growing tall and strong (feeding off his Word and 
the Holy Spirit) and finally into a mature tree that 
is able to bear fruit (discipling others). What a privi-
lege to watch these young men and women bloom 
in an environment of love and acceptance which so 
many had never before experienced. 

Seeds were planted and I look forward to seeing 
the resulting growth, to God’s glory!

I would like to sincerely thank all of our amazing 
staff for giving of their time and talents, and the 
very generous sponsors and donors for enabling us 
to continue touching lives through your sacrifice. 

PS: for more details and pictures ‘like’ our face-
book page (Summer Enrichment Programme - SEP, 
South Africa). Already the plans are underway for 
SEP 2013. For those who would like to be a part 
of this amazing outreach, we will post details on 
facebook, as they become available. F2F

Tim Maguire
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To forGIVE or NoT 
To  forGIVE, THaT Is 

THE QUEsTIoN

There is this joke about 
a preacher who was 
giving a sermon on 

forgiving your enemies.  
It was a hot summer day and his message was 

unusually long. For the congregants it felt like the 
end of the message was never going to come, but 
eventually, after more than two hours of preaching, 
it finally reached a conclusion, or so they thought.

 In closing the pastor asked them to raise their 
hands if they had forgiven their enemies. A few 

hands gingerly went up. 
Sensing the congregation did not fully grasp the 

importance of his message, the preacher proceeded 
to lecture them for another 15 minutes, at the end 
of which he asked the question again. This time 
more hands went up, but there were still a lot of 
people not reaching for the sky.

The preacher then took another 30 minutes to 
explain how vital forgiveness is and made a point to 
make eye contact with every member of the congre-
gation to stress the importance of the message. 

It dawned on the people that there was a very 
good chance that they were not going to be allowed 

Shaun de Greeff
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to leave before everyone put their hands up. So 
when the pastor asked the question again, everyone 
responded, except one. 

Mrs Jones, a 93 year old widow, who happened 
to be the oldest member of the congregation, sat 
with her hands folded on her lap looking straight 
at him.

Curiosity finally getting the better of him, the 
pastor enquired; “Mrs Jones, don’t you have any 
enemies to forgive?” Mrs Jones intently looked at 
him and then replied innocently, “Well Pastor, I 
don’t have any enemies.” 

Elated with the response the preacher motioned 
to her to come to the pulpit to share her keen insights 
into forgiveness. As the old woman reached the 
pulpit the preacher piped up, “So Mrs Jones, how 
is it that you don’t have any enemies to forgive.?” 
To which she promptly replied, “Well it’s easy. I 
outlived them all.” 

must We forGiVe?

Maybe like Mrs Jones, there is someone in your 
life who has done you a terrible wrong and you just 
can’t get it past yourself to forgive them. Maybe like 
her, you’re just waiting for the day they die so that 
you can finally win. 

The question though, is what does the Bible say 
about forgiveness? How does God view the matter?

In Mathew 6:9-15 we find the Lords’ Prayer. 
Here Jesus gives us an example of how we should 
pray. In verses 12-15 we read “And forgive us our 
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. For if 
you forgive others when they sin against you, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do 
not forgive others their sins, your Father will not 
forgive your sins.”

Later in the book of Mathew, Chapter 18:21-22, 
the Apostle Peter comes to Jesus and asks, “Lord, 
how many times shall I forgive someone who sins 
against me? Up to seven times?  Jesus answered, I 
tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.”

 In the same chapter Jesus tells a parable about 
a man who owes a king 10 000 bags of gold. He is 
unable to pay and begs the king for mercy. The king 
forgives his debt and the man gains his freedom. 
Then the man does a strange thing.  He finds a 
fellow servant who owes a hundred silver coins and 
has him thrown into jail until he should pay his debt.

The king finds out about this and loses his temper. 
He has the man who initially owed him 10 000 bags 
of gold thrown in jail and tortured [NKJ] until all his 
debts were paid. The story ends like this (Mathew 
18:35) “This is how my heavenly Father will treat 
each of you unless you forgive a brother or sister 
from your heart.”

Clearly from these examples we see that God 
views forgiveness in a very serious light. So clearly 
we must forgive our fellow man.

Why must We forGiVe?

One could argue that we have to forgive just 
because God says so, but that would be missing the 
point. Forgiveness is not some arbitrary thing that 
God wants from us to be in his good books. It is 
not an entry fee that we pay to get to heaven. You 
see, the purpose of Jesus’ sacrifice was not just to 

pardon us from sin. 
Its primary purpose was so that we can experi-

ence a relationship with God and become part of his 
family. Forgiveness is a means to an end because 
through Jesus’ sacrifice we are made righteous and 
blameless before God. This all happened because 
God loves us and he wants us to experience his love. 
But you cannot experience that love if your heart is 
filled with hatred.

In Galatians 5:19-21 we read: “The acts of 
the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, 
impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; 
hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, 
dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, 
and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those 
who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.”

Forgiveness is therefore more than merely an 
ideal Christian virtue but rather penetrates to the 
very heart of life. When we forgive each other we 
mirror and take part in the divine character of 
God. In other words we become more like God. We 
have to forgive because if we don’t, we carry hate in 
our heart, which is contrary to the law of love.

forGiVeness is not A  
requirement of sAlVAtion

In the same way that good works are not a 
requirement for salvation, forgiveness is also not a 
requirement for salvation. If you accept Christ and 
confess him as your Saviour the result should be 
that you want to do what he tells you to do. You are 
compelled by love for him. So for the born again 
Christian who believes, forgiveness should be a 
natural progression from accepting Christ as your 
Saviour. As someone develops a more intimate rela-
tionship with Jesus they will want to become more 
like him. 

Matthew is therefore only a condemnation to 
those who don’t trust Christ. Jesus died for our sins 
thousands of years before we lived. The forgiveness 
of sin is therefore assured. Our salvation does not 
depend on our performance, but on the righteous-
ness of Christ. 

As someone becomes more mature in his 
Christian faith they will have to come face to face 
with reality that God and hate are incompatible. 
Somewhere along the line you will have to choose 
between holding on to the hate or Jesus. Just 
remember you can’t have both.

forGiVeness is not  
bAsed on A trAnsAction

God has already forgiven your sins prior to your 
ever committing them. And it was never dependant 
on the quality or quantity of your forgiveness. 
People who view it like a transaction think they have 
to earn God’s respect through obedience and good 
works. They look down on people who aren’t trying 
as hard as they are.

the minimum requirement to 
forGiVe is A WillinGness  
to WAnt to let Go

It is our heartfelt willingness to forgive that 
God desires. Like our faith, our ability to forgive 
completely, is woefully inadequate. But when we 

to forGiVe or not to forGiVe - continued on pg 17
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“What about my friends 
and family who died in 
the Hindu faith and  

 never heard the gospel  
 message?Are they lost forever?”

This question was put to the pastor who had just 
delivered an inspirational message at a Christian busi-
ness luncheon.  Tears welled up in the eyes of the young 
lady as the answer came back with a resounding yes.  

A small group of people who were present at the 
lunch walked into my office afterwards with mixed 
emotions, ranging from anger, fearfulness and confu-
sion to disappointment.  Does this mean that the 
endearing relationship she enjoyed with the family 
who loved and raised her, is lost forever?     

How do we reconcile our understanding of a loving 
God who cares deeply for every person on this earth, 
with what some people believe - that the greater part 
of humanity is doomed forever, simply because the 
wonderful news of our eternal destiny in Christ never 
reached their ears?  Yet, John 3:16-17 tells us, “God 
so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but to save the world through 
him.”  

This particular passage emphasises the remarkable 
truth that Christ did not come to condemn the world, 
but to liberate the world.  Yet, one may ask...would 
God not be condemning most in this world by allowing 
billions of its people to be excluded from the priceless 
knowledge that Jesus died for all, so that all will have 
the opportunity to respond to his amazing gift of salva-
tion?

The extraordinary love of God towards all of human-
kind is highlighted in several passages of scripture.  For 
instance we read in I Timothy 2:3-4, “God our Saviour, 
who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowl-
edge of the truth,” and Titus 2:11, “The grace of God 
has appeared that offers salvation to all people.” In the 
latter years of his life, just prior to his exile to the Island 
of Patmos, the apostle John highlights the astounding 
truth that Jesus died for the whole world.    He declares 
in 1 John 2:2, “[Jesus is] the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the 

ETERNAL 
LIFE - IS 
IT ONLY 
FOR THE 

FEW?
Bob Klynsmith
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whole world.” Everyone is included!
Some may wonder about the various biblical 

references to the few who embraced Jesus histori-
cally and respond to him now against the backdrop 
of some seven billion people living on the earth 
today.  Matthew 7:13-14 tells us, “Enter through 
the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is 
the road that leads to destruction, and many enter 
through it. But small is the gate and narrow the 
road that leads to life, and only a few find it.” This 
and other passages refers to our present life in the 
world, where a smaller group of people has chosen 
to walk the more difficult path to salvation through 
Christ among the majority who live on the “broad 
road” that leads to destruction.  

not limited

It is important to realise that God’s sovereign 
purpose and capacity to bring people to faith in 
Christ is not limited to our physical mortality in the 
here and now.  Jesus makes his intention to bring 
all people to himself clearly known in John 12:32 

“I [Jesus], when I am lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all people to myself.”  

Daniel 12:2 refers to a time in the future when 
“Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will 
awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame 
and everlasting contempt.”  This points to a future 
resurrection and final judgment when Christ will 
reveal Himself to all people, and all people will 
come to a knowledge and understanding of ‘Who’ 
he is.  As free moral agents every human being will 
have a choice - to respond to the offer of a magnifi-
cent eternal future in Christ - or not.  I believe the 
stark contrast of looking back at the indescribable 
consequences of living in a fallen world, character-
ised by sin, pain and suffering compared to a joy 
filled eternal future in the Kingdom of God, will 

undoubtedly result in an emphatic ‘yes’ by most.  
Think about our glorious future beyond the 

grave, when all who accept Jesus will be raised 
incorruptible and receive an immortal spiritual 
body no longer tainted by the devastating baggage 
brought about by the fall. When the perishable will 
be clothed with the imperishable and the mortal 
with immortality. When death will be swallowed up 
in victory and God gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:12-58).  

It is almost impossible for us to even begin to 
fathom the awe-inspiring depth and width and 
height of our gracious Father’s love for all humanity.   
The infinite God has not only sacrificed himself for 
the salvation of all people, but even more breath-
taking, provides the opportunity for everyone to 
join the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in a delightful 
relationship forever.  I was privileged to share these 
staggering truths with the group of concerned 
people who had arrived in my office with alarmed 
expressions on their faces.  They were deeply 
comforted by the limitless love of our Almighty 
Father who earnestly desires to see each and every 
human being enter the Kingdom.  

Imagine the overwhelming joy of the friends and 
family of this young lady when they meet up with 
their sister who had accepted Jesus and faithfully 
walked in his footsteps.  Imagine your unspeakable 
joy when you find yourself re-uniting with friends 
and family who never knew Christ on this side of 
the resurrection.  Remember, as free moral agents 
the decision to accept or reject this incredible gift of 
salvation is a personal choice for every individual 
to make.  

May I again suggest that the majority, including 
your loved ones, will say ‘yes’ to their future destiny 
in Christ.   F2F

to forGiVe or not to forGiVe - continued from pg 15

surrender it to God, he makes it complete. 

Jesus instructs us to forGiVe but 
does not instruct us to forGet  

God says that only he blots out our sins.  It is 
natural to remember and be cautious. Don’t suffer 
fools and people who try to take you for a ride, but 
don’t harbour grudges, hatred, and condemnation 
and seek vengeance. “Vengeance is mine says the 
Lord.” (Romans 12:19).

there is A difference betWeen  
Justice And forGiVeness. 

Just because someone is forgiven does not 
mean they will not suffer the consequences of 
their action. A drunk driver who kills a child, may 
be forgiven by the child’s parents, but that does 
not mean that he does not go to jail for his crime. 
 
forGiVeness is A Process

So what about the individual who was abused as 
a child for many years? Once he or she decides to 
forgive does it mean that all the emotional pain and 
scars just vanish? No it certainly does not!

The reality is that forgiveness is a process that 

starts with the willingness to forgive. It takes time 
to work through all the pain and emotional trauma, 
but remember you don’t face it alone. With God’s 
help you are transformed from the inside out. That 
means that over time, God will not only heal your 
emotional scars, but will enable you to forgive 
completely.

conclusion

Forgiveness is an essential part of being a Chris-
tian. Although it is not a requirement for salvation, 
not forgiving will have dire consequences when it 
comes to your relationship with God. You cannot 
say that you love God and hate your neighbour and 
still expect to remain in Christ. 

Hate is a cancer that will not only poison your 
walk with God, but will end up destroying relation-
ships with others along the way as well. But we 
don’t have to face the problem alone.

Like everything else in our Christian faith, our 
human effort does not get us anywhere. Christ 
not only makes us righteous before God, not only 
bolsters our faith, helps us with our problems and 
takes care of our daily needs, but even helps us to 
forgive so that we can experience the joy of having 
an intimate relationship with the Triune God. F2F
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A New Look at the 
Good Samaritan

The Good Samaritan is one of 
Jesus’ most popular parables. 

We preachers often use it to encourage 
people to be unselfish and to be proactive in serving 
others. But there is more to the story than that. Jesus 
was doing far more than putting hypocritical reli-
gious leaders in their place. Let’s take a closer look. 

“A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped 
him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving 
him half dead. 

“A priest happened to be going down the same 
road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on 
the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 

“But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where 
the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity 
on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, 
pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on 
his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of 

him. The next day he took out two silver coins and 
gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, 

‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra 
expense you may have.’ 

“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor 
to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” (Luke 
10:30-37). 

The answer to Jesus’ question was obvious. But I 
want to show you that Jesus was teaching far more 
than a straightforward lesson in social responsibility. 
Let’s consider the context. Jesus was answering a 
lawyer who had asked, “What must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” (verse 25). 

This man was a religious lawyer, priding himself 
in his understanding of all 613 points of the Torah. 
The religious leaders of Jesus’ day were the inheri-
tors of a system that had turned obedience to God 
into an obstacle course, so strewn with picky dos 
and don’ts that it left the average person on a 
permanent guilt trip. 

This approach contradicted what Jesus taught, 
and confrontation became inevitable. The lawyers, 

Joseph Tkach
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along with the Pharisees, Sadducees, scribes and 
others in religious leadership, were constantly 
trying to discredit Jesus. There was a motive behind 
the lawyer’s apparently innocent question. 

So Jesus answered wisely, “Do what is written in 
the law. How do you read it?” (verse 26). 

The lawyer knew the answer to that. “’Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength and with all your 
mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself’” (verse 
27). 

“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do 
this and you will live” (verse 28). 

It was a good answer, as far as it went. But you 
know what lawyers are like. They are trained to 
look for some extenuating circumstance that might 
in some way limit the extent of the law. The lawyer 
knew that the command to “love your neighbor as 
yourself” was difficult, in fact, impossible to fulfill. 
So he thought he had found a loophole. 

“And who is my neighbor?” he asked Jesus. That 
is when Jesus gave his famous parable. 

cAst And locAtion 

Jesus set his story on the road from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, a distance of about 17 miles. Jerusalem 
was where the Temple was located, the center 
of the Levitical priesthood. The priests were the 
highest class of the Levites. They were supported 
by thousands of other Levites who served at lower 
levels, doing such tasks as keeping the altar fire 
going, lighting the incense, singing in the Temple 
chorus and playing musical instruments. 

When they were not on duty, many of these 
priests and temple workers lived in Jericho, which 
had become a “bedroom community” of Jerusalem. 
They often traveled this road between Jerusalem 
and Jericho. 

Travel in those days could be hazardous. One 
stretch of the Jericho road was known as the “Way 
of Blood,” because so many people were robbed 
and killed there. This was where Jesus set the scene 
for his parable. People knew exactly where he was 
talking about. 

Not only does this Samaritan 
help, but he goes far beyond 

what most people do

In Jesus’ story, the first to see the victim is a 
priest, but rather than get involved, he passes by on 
the other side of the road. He is followed by a Levite, 
a temple-worker. The Levite does the same—he 
passes by. Then along comes a Samaritan. A what? 
Jesus would have caused a stir with that. The Jews 
of that time did not often hear the words “good” 
and “Samaritan” used in the same sentence. 

The Samaritans were a mix of Jew and gentile, 
and the Jews did not like them. They had names for 
Samaritans like “half breeds” and “heathen dogs,” 
and considered them to be spiritually defiled. But in 

Jesus’ story, it is this outcast who stops to help. 
Not only does this Samaritan help, but he goes 

far beyond what most people do. He cleans the 
victim’s wounds with oil and wine. Then he band-
ages them. People didn’t carry first-aid kits back 
then. He likely would have had to tear up some of 
his own clothing to make a bandage. Next, he puts 
the injured man on his donkey and takes him to 
an inn. He takes two silver coins, a considerable 
amount in those days, and promises to reimburse 
the innkeeper for any further expense. 

This is an exceptional level of assistance, espe-
cially as the victim is a total stranger and someone 
who is supposed to be a social enemy. But the 
Samaritan did not let that stand in the way. 

With this deceptively simple little story, Jesus 
impales the lawyer on his own hook. He asks him, 

“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor 
to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 
(verse 36). 

What can the expert in the law say, except, “The 
one who had mercy on him.” 

Then Jesus delivers the knockout blow. “Go and 
do likewise,” he says (verse 37). 

Remember, this “teacher of the law” was from 
a class of people who prided themselves on how 
carefully they obeyed God. For example, they would 
not even pronounce God’s name, considering it too 
holy to utter. They would even take a ritual bath to 
ensure purity before writing God’s name. Along with 
the Pharisees, they were fastidious about observing 
the law in every detail. 

The lawyer had asked what he needed to do in 
order to inherit eternal life. Jesus’ answer was, in 
effect, “You have to do the impossible.” 

How could anyone be expected to live up to the 
standard of the Samaritan in this story? If that is 
what God expects, even the meticulous lawyer was 
doomed. But Jesus had chosen his words carefully. 
He was showing that humans cannot meet the 
perfect requirements of the law. Even those who 
fully dedicate themselves to it fall short. Jesus is the 
only one to fulfill the law in its deepest intent. Jesus 
alone is the Good Samaritan. 

The robbers correspond to sin and the forces of 
evil, the devil and his dominion. The man who was 
beaten and robbed is representative of all humanity, 
helpless, hopeless and left to die. 

The priest and the Levite represent the laws and 
the sacrifices of the old covenant. They are ineffec-
tive. The Good Samaritan is the only one who can 
help. The wine and the oil correspond to the blood 
Jesus shed for us and the Holy Spirit who dwells in 
us. 

The inn could then represent the church, where 
God puts his people to be spiritually nurtured until 
he returns for them. Perhaps the innkeeper signifies 
the elders of the church. 

Jesus used the lawyer’s question to show how 
inadequate for salvation even the best human 
effort is, and how wonderful and sure is his work of 
redemption for humanity. Jesus, and only Jesus, can 
rescue us from the “Way of Blood.” And he did it by 
way of blood.  F2F
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Many South Africans suffer 
from eating disorders, 
whether it is being over-

weight, obese, anorexic or bulimic. 
They feel as if they are unworthy, unwanted and 

ugly and then turn to food, or the lack thereof, as 
a means to cope with their lives. Negative things 
that other people say to them in passing tend to 
escalate these feelings 
of inadequacy until 
the individual firmly 
believes that he or she 
is worthless. 

I can attest to these 
overwhelming feel-
ings myself and have 
firsthand knowledge of 
how things people say 
can shape the way we 
see ourselves. The good 
news is that there is 
hope. God has not left 
us alone in our darkest 
hour and he can help. 

It took me more 
than 60 years to figure 
this out, but my prayer 
is that you can benefit 
from my experience and 
see that even in areas 
we consider unworthy 
of God’s attention, he 
is with us each step of 
the way.

the bAttle of the bulGe

In my case the battle of the bulge started early 
in my life and at the tender age of 10. I had already 
learnt that food brought me comfort...or so I thought. 
For most of my childhood being overweight was 
just part of the norm. I grew up on a farm, and 
my entire family believed that eating healthy meant 
eating lots.  

I had to go to boarding school for the last two 
years of my school career. By then the pattern of 
compulsive eating was deeply entrenched. Apart 
from feeling very awkward and uncomfortable 
when I walked, I felt unwell most of the time. I was 
ashamed of how I looked. I felt nobody could love 
me for who I was. 

The straw that finally broke the camel’s back was 
a roommate’s careless remark to a friend one day. 
She said: “Did you see that fat girl I have to share 
a room with? I am sure she’s is going to eat all the 
food at our table!” 

That sent me over the edge. I resolved to show 
them up and then ended up virtually starving 
myself over a three month period to reach my goal. 
Even after dropping three dress sizes, the nagging 
thought that I was not good enough plagued me. 
This cancer of shame, guilt and unworthiness stayed 

with me for the best 
part of my adult life.

I tried almost every 
diet or pill that was 
supposed to be the 
answer to my weight 
problem but none of 
them really helped. 
At best they brought 
temporary relief to 
what I considered a 
permanent problem.

What I did not 
realise at the time was 
that it not only affected 
my eating habits but 
my relationship with my 
husband, my children 
and others as well. The 
way we see ourselves 
often affects how we 
treat other people and 
how we allow them to 
treat us. For a person 

suffering from an eating disorder this often means 
that they re-interpret what people say to them. So 
instead of hearing the person say; “That is a nice 
dress you are wearing” you hear; “Shame, she can’t 
fit into nicer clothing. I feel so sorry for her...so why 
don’t I just tell her the dress is nice?” 

God loVes you Just As you Are

I realise that this might sound like a cliché...but 
trust me, it’s true. In Psalm 139:13 we read:  “For 
you created my inmost being; you knit me together in 
my mother’s womb.” God made you, and loves you 
just the way you are. David also says that we were 

“fearfully and wonderfully made”.
Now that might not help you feel great about 

how other people see you, but it is important to 
understand that if a perfect God deems you worthy, 

Arnolda de Greeff

In the  
beginning 
was...food
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why should the opinions of other people matter?
Yes we want to feel accepted, significant and 

secure and that’s ok, but if the yardstick that we use 
to determine what these things are supposed to be 
is the wrong one, we will end up looking for answers 
in all the wrong places. In other words if God says 
that you are so important that he sent Jesus to die 
for you and that he wants you in his family, it must 
mean that you have value. Now if the world says 
that you are worthless because of the way you look, 
you have to ask yourself who is telling the truth? Is 
it the God who made you or the world that lies to 
you most of the time?

hAVe fAith in him. let him  
cArry your burden

Ok, so now you might start to believe that God 
loves love you and that you might be worth some-
thing. That still doesn’t make it easy being you. You 
are still struggling with years of negative thinking as 
well as an eating disorder, but have you considered 
that you don’t have to battle this problem alone.

  For many of us it is hard to come to terms with 
the fact that God did not only play what is sometimes 
perceived as an abstract 
role in our salvation, but 
that he also plays a direct 
role in our lives.

You see, you can cast 
all your fears and all your 
worries and shame and 
doubt and self loathing 
onto Jesus. You can ask 
him to help you and can 
trust him to sort it out for 
you. You see you have the 
Holy Spirit, who is called 
the ’comforter’ or the 
‘helper’ who is there for 
you when you need him.

In Mathew 11:28-30 
Jesus tells us the following: 

“Come to me, all you who 
are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light.”

You see, you can cast all your 
fears and all your worries 
and shame and doubt and 

self loathing onto Jesus

Jesus is telling us that he can help, if only we 
trust him. When we submit to Christ and take our 
problems to him, he will help us. In Romans 12:1 we 
read, “So here’s what I want you to do, God helping 
you: Take your everyday, ordinary life--your sleeping, 
eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life--and 

place it before God as an offering. Embracing what 
God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. 

“ (Message Bible) 
You should realise that God has given you a way 

out of your problems. It is no coincidence that Jesus 
refers to himself as the ‘way, the truth and the life’. 
In him you will find the way to freedom from your 
problems, discover the truth about who you are to 
God and really get to enjoy the life God wants you 
to live. 

When the apostle Paul says in Philippians 4:13 “I 
can do all this through him who gives me strength,” 
he is not just talking about himself. He means you 
as well. You too can do all things because Christ 
strengthens you.  When Jesus talks about faith 
as small as a mustard seed that can move moun-
tains, he is saying that when you have the smallest 
amount of faith in him, he can move the mountain 
of self doubt and shame that you sit with. Through 
Jesus it is possible to be free.

Once I understood these things it dawned on me 
that the reason I failed trying to beat the battle of 
the bulge was because I relied on myself instead 
of God. Self-reliance was extremely exhausting and 

demoralizing. The moment I 
gave in to my weakness my 
eating spiraled out of control.   

submittinG to the 
holy sPirit

So I tried doing what the 
Apostle Paul said. At every 
meal, I gave thanks, not just 
the lip service that we often do 
out of habit, but truly thanked 
God for what he has done in 
my life. I thanked him that he 
loved me so much. I thanked 
him that I was made righteous 
because Jesus was righteous. 
I thanked him because to him 
I was extremely valuable and 
finally I prayed that he would 
help me so that I would eat 

only the right amount to stay healthy. I guess in a 
way I was making it a moment by moment prayer 
and a decision to love Jesus more than a second 
helping or a snack.

The first two weeks were the most difficult but the 
Holy Spirit didn’t disappoint me. Every time I offered 
my food in prayer what followed was only what I 
can only describe as an uncharacteristic surge of 
confidence and power that was so liberating.

Yes there were times that I failed, but because I 
realized that I was free in Christ and he loved me 
no matter what, I no longer felt ashamed or guilty. 
Instead all I did was take the problem anew to God 
so that he could help and strengthen me again. 

We often think of ourselves as sinners who are 
trying to become saints by doing battle with the evil 
and temptation in the world. But the reality is just 
the reverse. Once you accept Jesus as your Savior, 
you are reborn. You become a saint! You may some-
times fall back into old habits of the flesh, but that 
never changes who you are in Christ.  F2F
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Gordon Green

“I’m a fighter. I believe 
in the eye-for-an-eye 
business. I’m no cheek 

turner. I got no respect for a man 
who won’t hit back. You kill my 
dog; you better hide your cat.” 

A little humorous perhaps, but at the same time 
these biting sentiments of former world boxing 
champion Muhammad Ali ring true in most of our 
lives. Unfair things happen to us. Sometimes they 
are so amazingly wrong or hurt us so much that 
we yearn for retribution. We may feel cheated, or 
humiliated, or dismissed as worthless. We want to 
get the offender back somehow and hurt them as 
they have hurt us. We may not plan to hurt them 
physically but if we can just get them to suffer in 
some psychological or emotional way - with a 
little sarcasm here or some silent treatment there 

- revenge will be sweet. 
“Don’t” says God.  
Do not say, “I’ll pay you back for this wrong!” 

(Proverbs 20:22).
Revenge is not the answer. 
Sometimes God asks us to do some difficult things, 

doesn’t he?  But don’t stop there. There is more. We 
now have a priceless gem - a life changing truth:  

“Wait for the Lord” 
Don’t read too quickly over this exhortation. 

Meditate on it. Not only is this a vital key in dealing 
with our hurts, resentments or anger but this stands 
at the very centre of our walk with God. 

“But” we argue, “I don’t like to wait!” In this age 
of fast food, SMS’s and Twitter we want everything 
now - or better still, yesterday. We hate traffic 
jams, checkout queues, and other delays. Dr James 
Dobson once wrote; “There was a time when a man 
didn’t fret if he missed a stage coach; he’d just catch 
it next month. Now if a fellow misses a section of a 
revolving door he’s thrown into despair!”   

But don’t misunderstand. Biblical waiting is not 
about gritting your teeth while forcing yourself to 
wait patiently in the supermarket express lane as 
a little old lady fumbles through her purse. The 
Hebrew word for wait is qavah. It also means “to 
hope, to expect.” It conveys anticipation. Children 
eagerly waiting for mom and dad to get out of bed on  
Christmas morning so they can open their presents 
beautifully illustrates the meaning of this word. 
Unfortunately the word “hope” has lost its meaning 
today. We say “I hope I find a job” or “I hope it doesn’t 

rain tomorrow” 
but that kind of 
hope is almost a 
hope-less word. 
The biblical hope 
is a confident 
hope in something 
that will take place. It is 
an expectancy – an absolute 
assurance that something good is 
going to happen.

Will the sun rise?

Many years ago I spent a few days hiking in the 
Drakensburg Mountains. Towards evening on the 
second day the rain bucketed down and by the time 
I reached a cave I was soaking wet – and so was 
my box of matches!  Sleep was impossible and the 
hours dragged by. I was freezing, tired and uncom-
fortable and couldn’t wait for the night to end. Did 
I doubt that the sun would rise the next morning 
(even though it felt like it wouldn’t!)?  Of course 
not.  I eagerly waited for the first signs of daylight. 
At about 4 o’clock in the morning streaks of dawn 
began to light up the dark sky and the birds began 
to chirp. I was confident that my discomfort would 
soon be over! I waited with anticipation for the sun 
to rise and the day to break, for the light to replace 
the darkness, and the cold to be replaced with 
the warmth of the sun (Psalm 130:6). Confidence. 
Anticipation. Expectation. Perseverance. Joy – that’s 
what biblical waiting is about!  

What is the key to waiting? How do we “wait for 
the Lord”?

Know who God is. 
Hebrews 13:5 contains some of the most enlight-

ening and encouraging words in the Bible about the 
nature of God.  The Amplified Bible gives us a fuller 
meaning from the original Greek:  “... be satisfied 
with your present [circumstances and with what you 
have]; for He [God] Himself has said, I will not in any 
way fail you nor give you up nor leave you without 
support. [I will] not, [I will] not, [I will] not in any 
degree leave you helpless nor forsake nor let [you] 
down (relax My hold on you)! [Assuredly not!] 

According to the Greek experts if this verse was 
translated into English it would read: “I will never, 
never, never, never, NEVER leave you.” What an 
exhortation! What a promise from our loving Father! 
He is just. He is good. 

So what does Proverbs 20:22 teach us?
Don’t seek revenge
Do wait for God, And?

King Solomon’s Mines
MODERN WISDOM FROM THE ANCIENT BOOK 
OF PROVERBS (PART 13) -  WAIT ON THE LORD
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he Will deliVer you

Did you notice that there is no mention of 
punishment for the wrong-doer? The emphasis is 
on your deliverance. He will rescue you. That’s a 
promise!  God will handle the matter. He will make 
things right. He will sort it out in his own time and 
in his own way. 

This is not about living a passive life and just 
waiting for God to do everything for us. We are to 
live responsibly. If we need to forgive, then forgive. 
If we need to confront then confront.  If we need to 
examine ourselves then do so. Joseph was forced to 
wait on the Lord, but while he waited, he got busy 
doing what he could. His good attitude and work 
ethic resulted in promotion along the way. God 

is not inactive when we are waiting but working 
behind the scenes to put all the “missing pieces” in 
our lives in place, before he fulfils our desires or 
request. 

Waiting is foundational to our walk of faith. 
While we are waiting for God – trust him, expect 
from him and watch. He will come through – usually 
in a way you don’t expect and his activity will be in 
a far deeper level than you can imagine. Place your 
hurts, offences and grievances in God’s hands.  

Don’t seek revenge. 
Don’t take justice into your own hands – that’s 

God’s job. F2F

sEcrETs

Everybody has secrets. Some secrets remain hidden 
for centuries. For example, it wasn’t until 1922 when 
an archeologist discovered the tomb of the Pharaoh 
Tutankhamen that evidence showed his parents, 
Akhenaton and Nefertiti had tried to abolish the 
worship of Egypt’s traditional gods during their reign. 
When Akhenaton and Nefertiti died, priests removed 
all records and inscriptions about their attempt. No 
one was ever to know about their plans and actions 
to banish the pantheon of gods from Egypt’s belief 
system. It was thought that knowledge of the godless 
dynasty would be lost forever. But, the priests forgot 
to destroy King Tut’s tomb and 
the evidence it contained. When 
the tomb was rediscovered, the 
long buried secret came to light.

There is no doubt that many 
other historical secrets remain 
to be uncovered. In the USA, 
there are over 50 million files 
classified as “top-secret.” In 
many cases, these files remain 
classified to protect people who 
were informants. Meanwhile, not 
having the hard facts about these 
files, some are driven to generate 
conspiracy theories about those secrets. It would seem 
that human history, as we know it may be more half-
truth than full truth.

However, there is someone who knows all of it – the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth. And He has 
secrets too. Proverbs 25, verse 2 in the Message Bible 
sums it up rather well: “God delights in concealing 
things; scientists delight in discovering things.”

Human beings are naturally curious. Physicists 
have worked entire lifetimes, only to uncover small bits 
behind the secrets of what makes the Universe work. 
And, it seems the more that is discovered; the more we 
find there is to learn. It is humbling to know that in 

spite of tremendous advances in knowledge, we still 
know very little about the cosmos. And we may never 
know – most of the universe is made of what scientists 
call dark matter and dark energy – which are beyond 
our resources to measure. It’s quite possible that how 
it all works may always remain a secret.

Human beings also have areas of “dark matter” 
within their own personal universe. All of us have 
done things or thought things that we wouldn’t want 
anyone else to know about. We even live in denial, often 
refusing to admit our faults to ourselves. However, 
while we may be successful in hiding our sins from 

others, and even from ourselves, 
no amount of denial can hide 
them from God. He tells us that 
he “knows the heart’s secrets.”

However, God holds the 
secrets of our sins in the most 
secure and classified of files. He 
even withholds our records from 
himself.  In Psalm 103, verse 
11-12, he tells us, “For as high as 
the heavens are above the earth, 
so great is his love for those who 
fear him; as far as the east is 

from the west, so far has he removed our transgres-
sions from us.”

I am reminded of the wonderful words in the 
famous old hymn, To God be the Glory: “O perfect 
redemption, the purchase of blood, To every believer, 
the promise of God; The vilest offender who truly 
believes, That moment from Jesus a pardon receives.”

This is knowledge that should bring us great 
comfort. It stands at the heart and core of the gospel 
and should never remain a secret.

Joseph Tkach
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