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Editorial

How often as Christians, don’t we beat ourselves 
up when once again we sin, falling short of the 
perfect law of God? In our humanness we doubt 
Gods ability to be able to continue to love us 
because of our sin. But this is faulty theology; God’s 
love for us is unconditional, and his forgiveness is 
complete.

Have you ever wondered how would you have 
reacted if you had been present at the crucifixion? 
Most of us would like to think that we would have 
done something - stood up for, or at least remained 
beside Christ. Hopefully we would not have shouted 

“crucify him” but like the rest of the disciples we 
would probably have run away or just watched 
helplessly as our Lord died on the cross.

There is an incredibly encouraging story that 
takes place as an aside to the crucifixion, and 
involves the disciple Peter. We see Peter vehemently 
denying that he would ever deny Christ, who tells 
him before the cock crows he would have denied 
him three times. The early hours of the following 
morning find Peter warming himself besides a 
fire, staring deeply into the coals. Three times he 
is asked, ‘aren’t you too one of his disciples?’ and 
three times he denies it... and then the cock crows. 

(John 18:16-27)
Christ dies on the cross. Days go by. You can 

only imagine how bad Peter felt for not having been 
counted with Christ, deserting him when he most 
needed his friendship and support. Feeling totally 
dejected he goes back to being a fisherman, heavily 
burdened with guilt. After Christ reveals himself to 
the disciples while they are trying unsuccessfully to 
fish, we see another fire of coals, this time made by 
Jesus to feed them. Surely these coals must have 
reminded Peter of his denial of his Lord? But does 
Jesus reprimand Peter? No! In fact he doesn’t even 
mention it directly. But he does empower Peter, 
entrusting him with the future of his church and 
asks him three times to feed his flock... echoing “I 
forgive you, I forgive you, I FORGIVE YOU!” (John 
21:9-17).

As you read thru this issue of Face to Face, may 
God’s love touch you, his Spirit be a salve to your 
sinning heart, and may you more fully understand 
Gods unfailing love for every one of us.

Have a blessed Easter season,
Love Tim  F2F
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I love drive-thrus. You are liter-
ally in and out in no time. 

If you don’t want to smell the sweat 
of other patrons whilst standing in the queue, or 
entering into conversations you are not interested 
in, or introduce yourself to people you will probably 
never meet again, then drive-thrus are the place 
to go. Some drive-thrus promise you that you will 
never spend more than 5 minutes at their outlets. 

There are drive-thrus for fast foods, for auto-
matic teller machines (ATMs), for car washes, and 
many other services. One other service that has 

entered the drive-thru market is the church service. 
Yes - the church service! At one of such churches in 
the USA you get a five minute church service. You 
get a one-minute sermon, a one-minute Bible study 
class, a one-minute choir song, one-minute news 
update about the congregation, and one minute of 
passing the collection plate and making a donation. 
You can even have a drive-thru wedding there. One 
of the members of such a church in the US, who 
never used to be a regular at church said, “But now 
that I can get my weekly worshipping done in five 
minutes, I go every week. Thank you, Jesus!”

Drive-thru 
Church?

Takalani Musekwa
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a relational entity

I think her comment tells more than meets the 
eye about what the drive for drive-thru churches 
is all about (please excuse the pun). She says she 
can get her worshipping done in five minutes!  We 
do not go to church for worshipping.  Whilst the 
word ‘church’ today has a connotation of a place or 
a building, that is far from what it originally meant. 
Church simply meant a group of believers, the 
called out ones. A church is therefore a relational 
entity. It is a connected community of believers. 
In fact, in the Biblical sense, Koinonia (the Greek 
word) means communion by intimate participa-
tion. Although there is worship in song when the 
church meets, and there is teaching, and there is 
praying, these are a result of the fact that people 
are together. It is not the reason the people are 
together. Although people go to their homes at the 
end of the day after work and take a bath, eat, and 
sleep, it is not the reason people go home after 
work. They go home because they want to be with 
their families. If bathing, eating and sleeping were 
the reason they went home at the end of the day, 
they could just as well drop in at the nearest hotel 
or bed and breakfast.

It is because of family that they go home. They 
want to know how the day has been with their 
spouses, their children and whoever they live with. 
They want to hug their spouses and children. They 
want to share a meal with them. That is why, if you 
live with others in a family, it is not a good idea to 
catch a burger on the way home. You share a meal 
with the family. Family is the relationship. Church 
is the same. It is a family of believers. Once when 
Jesus was told that his mother and brothers were 
looking for him, he replied by asking “Who is my 
mother and brothers?” Pointing to his disciples he 
said these were his mother and brothers. 

Drive-thru churches miss 
the essential reasons 
why we go to church.

When we go to church, we are going home. We 
go there to hear how it is going with our brothers 
and sisters. We want to encourage them if they are 
discouraged. The writer of the book of Hebrews 
puts it this way:  “Let us think of ways to motivate 
one another to acts of love and good works. And let 
us not neglect our meeting together, as some people 
do, but encourage one another, especially now that 
the day of his return is drawing near.” (Hebrews 
10:24, 25 NLT). 

It is not just about motivating one another. It is 
about motivating one another to acts of love and 
good works.

I think drive-thru churches miss the essential 
reasons why we go to church. The downfall of the 
modern family is primarily due to the fact that most 
families are no longer places where people live 

together as a community in communion with one 
another. They are places where people sleep, bath 
and eat, with very little communion and interaction 
between them. If the drive-thru church movement 
grows, we are going to see the downfall of church 
as we know it.

MeMbers share the saMe blood

Paul compares the church to a body with many 
parts. What is telling for me is that the parts of the 
body are connected to each other, and they are 
interdependent on one another. They share the 
same blood. So do the members of the church. What 
brings them into communion with one another is 
the blood of Christ. They cannot exist apart from 
each other. A drive-thru service will not do. A drive-
thru church is a church where every member thinks 
they do not need anybody, and nobody needs them. 
They are wrong. We go to a fast food drive-thru for 
a service we receive. On the other hand, we go to 
church for a service we can give. The donation you 
make at the drive-thru church is not giving at all. It 
is payment for the packaging of your five minute 
service.

The same is true about TV church, Internet 
church or Radio church. There are many Christians 
who think they can sit in front of their TV, computer 
or next to their radio and listen to their favorite 
preacher, and that it is the same as church member-
ship. I know it is convenient. You don’t have to get 
out of your house, or change into your Sunday best. 
But despite the convenience, let’s not confuse that 
with church membership. Church membership is 
about membership to the body, the body of Christ, 
joined in real flesh and blood communion.

The God who called us into the church is Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. They have been in communion 
with one another for eternity. They want the church 
to share in that life, a life of love and sharing. That 
is what the church is about. It is about how we share 
in the life of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in their 
dealings with people. As we engage with other 
church members, we are sharing in Jesus’ engage-
ment with those members. As we participate in the 
church’s outreach community service events, we are 
sharing in what the Father is doing through Jesus, 
in the Spirit. Jesus said this is what he is going to say 
when he returns: whenever you clothed my naked 
brother or sister, fed my hungry orphan, or visited 
my brothers or sisters in prison, you were doing it to 
me (Matthew 25:40). 

Church is like high contact sport. You cannot 
participate simply from the seat of your car, or from 
the comfort of your lounge. You have to smell the 
sweat, engage in those conversations, help clean 
up the place, do the dishes, even wash the dirty feet 
of the other church members. 

You can’t just drive thru! 
P.S. Please note that this article is not about 

Christians who are not able to meet with others due 
to poor health or long distances, or for whatever 
valid reason.  F2F

w w w. f a c e 2 f a c e . o r g . z a 5



DO GOOD LAWS MAKE 
GOOD PEOPLE?

Hilary Jacobs

I have the privilege of living in 
a really well run complex. 

The gardens are always neat and the trees 
trimmed regularly. A dedicated team of trustees are 
diligent about caring for the property, many of them 
going beyond the strict call of duty. I have recently 
joined this group and I’m really impressed by their 
energy, capabilities and enthusiasm. 

But none of these qualities would make the 
slightest impact were it not for the long list of “rules 
for residents.” When we moved in almost nine years 
ago, there were just a few 
simple guidelines – be 
sure to put your garbage 
bin out Tuesday evenings; 
drive carefully through the 
complex; watch out for chil-
dren playing in the streets;  
pay your levy before the 
7th of the month. 

But as time passed, 
more and more rules had 
to be added. It seems this 
is the only way to curb 
the selfish inconsiderate 
behavior of some people. 
Now we have a 6 page list 
of finely detailed “thou shalt nots, ” and monetary 
fines are imposed for any transgressions, regardless 
of the circumstances. Of course, people don’t like to 
be hit where it hurts most and there is generally 
good cooperation from most home owners. But why 
the need for such a long list in the first place? Some 
basic consideration for others would go a long way 
in eliminating the need for so many rules.

When Israel trekked through the wilderness 
so many centuries ago, they started out with a 
relatively simple list of do’s and don’ts – the 10 
commandments and some enlargements on them. 
Had they but kept these, they would have been a 
model nation to all those around them. But sadly, 
over time more and more laws had to be added. 
And why?  Because their hearts were not really in it.  
At best, they were only keeping the laws in the letter. 
There had to be specific laws forbidding specific 
activities, such as in chapters 18 and 19 of Leviticus. 
Shortly before he died, Moses said to God’s people: 

“With your own eyes you saw those great trials, those 
miraculous signs and great wonders. But to this day 
the Lord has not given you a mind that understands, 
or eyes that see or ears that hear”  (Deuteronomy 
29:3-4). Yes, God had to give them this kind of mind 

and heart. It wasn’t something they naturally had. 

a hopeless creation?

Today, we are really no different. All the laws on 
our statute books and all the harsh punishments in 
the world don’t stop crime and the evil intent in the 
hearts of human beings. We would be a hopeless 
creation if God did not have a plan to rescue us 
from the vice grip of sin and death. But not only 
does he have a plan, he has already sealed the 
deal. Jesus has paid the price for all human short-
fall and sin. We’ve been forgiven and now we can 

share in the love of God and 
let it flow out from ourselves 
to others. Jesus said to the 
crowd gathered in Jeru-
salem for the Feast of Taber-
nacles, “Whoever believes in 
me as the Scripture has said, 
streams of living water will 
flow from within him. By this 
he meant the Spirit, whom 
those who believed in him 
were later to receive…”(John 
7:37)

But does that mean 
followers of Jesus Christ will 
be perfect – never slipping 

up or making mistakes? Of course not. As long as 
we are flesh and blood humans, we will stumble 
and make mistakes and sin. But as the Spirit guides 
and teaches us, we will learn and grow. And what a 
relief to know our sins and mistakes are completely 
removed by Christ’s sacrifice. 

Our housing complex is quite popular among 
home seekers. People see it’s well kept and main-
tained, and they are keen to buy into it. Yes, good 
rules (and strict law enforcement) may result in 
‘good’ complexes, or even ‘good’ cities. In Singa-
pore for instance, the litter laws, are draconian. You 
can be heavily fined or even jailed for throwing a 
scrap of paper on the ground. So people comply. 
Who wants to be hit where it hurts most? 

But good rules don’t make good people. That is 
why Israel of old was not the model nation it might 
have been. It takes the Spirit of God to transform 
the human mind, and Jesus has invited us all to 
partake. “This is the covenant I will make with them 
after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in 
their hearts and I will write them on their minds” 
(Hebrews 10:16)  F2F
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On the 14th February 
each year, lovers from 
around the world declare 

their undying love for that 
special someone in their life. 

And even though the pagan origins of the day 
are less than admirable, 
most take the opportunity 
to express their love in 
some way.  Poetry is written 
and serenades are sung by 
those more romantically 
inclined and tons of heart 
shaped candies are given 
as gifts of love. 

Have you ever tried to 
book a table at a restau-
rant on Valentine’s Day? 
As I discovered this year, 
it’s an impossible task. 
Along with that lesson I 
also learnt that a mean-
ingful expression of love 
takes a lot of planning and 
usually costs us something!

With these thoughts in mind, I started thinking 
about God and His love for us.

In 1 John 4:8 we read that God is love. It’s not 
merely one of his characteristics; It is central to all 
that he is and love is what defines him! Verses 9-10 
further explain this amazing love: “This is how God 
showed his love among us: God sent his one and only 
Son into the world so we might live through him.” 

The Message Bible puts it this way: “This is the 
kind of love we are talking about--not that we once 
upon a time loved God, but that he loved us and sent 
his Son as a sacrifice to clear away our sins and the 
damage they’ve done to our relationship with God.” 

It’s so easy to read quickly over these words, 
without stopping to think of the true implications of 
God’s greatest expression of love, the sacrifice of 
his Son. And the Son choosing to lay down all for 
his creation.

Since before the creation, God planned to save 
us through Christ (Ephesians 1:4).

That the creator of everything - from the bril-
liant galaxies to the flawless intricacies of an orchid 
flower  - would willingly lay aside his glory and 
power, and walk the earth among us and live out 
a human existence, is almost impossible for us to 
comprehend. 

The winter nights to him were just as cold, and 
the summer roads he walked just as hot and dusty. 

The tears that marked his cheeks as he saw the 
sorrow around him were as real as those you and 
I weep, those wet streaks possibly the greatest sign 
of his humanity.

why at such horrendous cost?

And then to top it all, he willingly submitted to 
the crucifixion. Yes, he chose to die for humankind, 
but why by the most heinous execution method ever 

conceived by his crazed 
creation? He was beaten 
by trained soldiers who 
then mocked and ridi-
culed him before nailing 
him to the cross. Was the 
crown of thorns piercing 
his scalp really neces-
sary? Why the humilia-
tion of being spat on? 
Can you imagine the 
pain (they came up with 
the word ‘excruciating’ 
to describe the pain of 
crucifixion) as large blunt 
nails were hammered 
into his living flesh, 
and then as he weak-
ened, and pain became 

unbearable, the suffocating panic as his diaphragm 
no longer allowed him to draw in life giving air? 
Surely the vinegar soaked sponge just before he 
died had no place in the Beloved Son’s death? And 
then the unthinkable happened. The Father who 
had been in perfect relationship with the Son for 
eternity, turned away, as he took on your and my sin.

Oh, what a cost to prove his love to you and me 
and to restore a relationship broken through sin! 
Through each horrendous act that was played out, 
I imagine that I hear him whisper, ‘I love you. I do 
this for you, please be mine...’

Some 2000 years ago on the hill of Golgotha, 
the greatest gift of love was about to be given. You 
were on his mind as he died and it was his love 
for you that helped get him through an ordeal we 
cannot even come close to comprehending. 

Next time you feel unloved or spend a Valen-
tine’s day alone, remember that his love for you 
knows no bounds and that he proved it throughout 
the horror of that day, so that he could spend eter-
nity with you!

Rom 8:39  “-absolutely nothing can get between 
us and God’s love because of the way that Jesus our 
Master has embraced us.” (Message Bible)

Sadly, Valentine’s day may be the more a more 
popular day of celebration, but there is no question 
in my mind that the greatest day of love is the day 
our Lord died for us.  F2F

Tim Maguire
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Author and evangelist Ravi 
Zacharias tells of being 
a graduate student when 

a new edition of Encyclopædia 
Britannica was released. 

It was a massive work that had taken 14 years to 
produce and he remembers being fascinated by the 
statistics: 200 advisors, 300 editors, 4,000 contribu-
tors, over 100,000 entries, 34 million dollars and 
43 million words. In the last pages of that work, one 
of the editors had the audacity to conclude: “Herein 
contains the entirety of human knowledge.”

It didn’t, of course. It has been estimated that 
human knowledge doubles at least every five years. 
So in the 14 years it took to produce the encyclo-
pedia, knowledge would have doubled and redou-
bled itself several times. So where is the “entirety of 
human knowledge” contained—Google perhaps? 
No, even with its amazing knowledge-mining 
capacity, Google can’t keep up.

The Bible makes no such boast, though it says this 
about God: “Great is our Lord…his understanding 
has no limit” (Psalm 147:5). The Bible contains 
many stories of people, who in encountering God 
discovered the depth of their lack of knowledge and 
understanding.

For example, when Jacob dreamed of meeting 
God at the top of a great ladder, his first words 
upon waking were: “Surely the LORD is in this place, 
and I was not aware of it” (Genesis 28:16). Then 
there was Sarah’s maidservant Hagar who having 
fled Sarah’s abuse was amazed when God spoke to 
her, telling her to return home. Genesis 16:13 gives 
her reaction: “She gave this name to the LORD who 
spoke to her: ‘You are the God who sees me,’ for 
she said, ‘I have now seen the one who sees me.’”

there’s always More

We used to say, “the camera doesn’t lie”—but 
that was before Photoshop. And we used to say, 

“seeing is believing”—but that was before sophis-
ticated scientific instruments revealed a world 
beyond the limits of our human senses. No matter 
how far we probe into the atom or out to the edge 
of the universe, there is always more. As a result, 
much of what we now understand to be the nature 
of physical reality seems so unreal. Therefore, it 
is pompous to boast that anything we produce 
contains the entirety of human knowledge. And it is 
even more ridiculous to claim that we fully under-
stand God, particularly if our knowledge leads in 
the direction of atheism.

The Christian faith acknowledges and even 
takes joy in deep mysteries beyond our powers of 
comprehension. Jesus tells us that “No one knows 
the Son except the Father, and no one knows the 
Father except the Son…” (Matthew 11:27a). But 
mystery does not rule out a true knowing of God—
an apprehension, if not a comprehension, of who 
God is. Jesus goes on to say why: “…and those to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him” (verse 27b).

The Christian faith acknowl-
edges and even takes joy in 
deep mysteries beyond our 
powers of comprehension.

The fact that human beings cannot know God on 
their own power does not mean that God cannot 
make himself known to his human creatures. The 
early church had a saying: “Only God knows God, 
only God reveals God.” The transcendent God of 
the universe has done just that, personally revealing 
himself in his incarnate Son. The witness of the 
Christian church is not that we have found God, but 
that God has revealed himself to us in Jesus Christ.

through a glass darkly

Karl Barth once wrote: “In our hands even terms 

IN SEARCH OF
KNOWLEDGE

Joseph Tkach

in search of knowledge - continued on pg 10
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THE BREAD 
OF LIFE

We received this letter at 
the office recently, and 
asked the author if we 

could share it with our readers. He 
agreed, and this is what he wrote:

Dear Tim
Some  kind soul dropped the December issue 

of Face to Face on my desk and of course I read 
it - brilliant!  I could identify with ‘An unexpected 
Lesson’ when I worshipped awhile at Aruna Ark 
(Hammarsdale , KZN), and loved the way you 
shared the grace message in  ‘How to live in the rat 
race without becoming a rat.’

  I truly believe that once a Christian has expe-
rienced the fullness of divine grace, there should 
burst forth a desire to share God’s love and grace 
with everyone - believer and unbeliever alike. I 
want to share a special story with you – something 
to encourage you and praise our wonderful Abba 
Father in heaven.          

God bless and keep up the good work,  
             Bryan Speight 

I’ll make you a deal.  I’ll 
buy 20 minutes of your 

time for R20.00.” 

Yesterday was Pensioners’ day at our local super-
market - we get a 5% discount.  Ashley, my son had 
taken Melanie (my wife) in his car to do the weekly 
shopping, and I had followed in mine as I had a 
business appointment later that day. We came out 
of the supermarket with our provisions, and Mel 
and Ash went back home. I looked at my watch and 
saw that I had 20 minutes to kill, and wondered 

what I could do to pass the time.   At that moment 
a man approached me. He held a tin of black shoe 
polish and a brush in his hand and asked if he could 
polish the tyres on my car in return for a donation. 

My initial reaction was sadly, annoyance. 
However , something checked in my spirit , and 
I said to him, “ I’ll make you a deal.  I’ll buy 20 
minutes of your time for R20.00.”   He looked at me 
and agreed. 

“I am going to tell you about Jesus, I said. He 
readily agreed and pointed to a woman standing a 
little way on. “That’s my wife, can she join us?” 

“Of course, “ I answered. We walked over to a 
vacant bench in the middle of the arcade , with 
people coming and going all around.

        The Lord revealed that they were in a 
deep dark place and had turned to liquor to try and 
forget their problems. I asked the Lord to reveal his 
love and power to them in a way that they would 
understand, and said to them, “You can never get 
out of that hole in your own strength - the powers of 
darkness that are ranged against us all are just too 
powerful and cunning - we can never succeed in the 
flesh.  We have to live in God’s power and love and 
we can only do this if we confess our sins and our 
inability to live as he wishes us to live, and repent. 
We have to make a quality decision to give ALL of 
our lives to Jesus. A total commitment -  he cannot 
work with half a life. “

“ I do believe in Jesus!”  he cried out.
“Then now is the time to repent and ask Jesus to 

wash you in his blood, cleanse you of every sin  and 
dedicate all you are and have to him, to live day by 
day in the power of his Spirit and honour him.”

 By now tears were streaming down their cheeks 
as God convicted them.  It was truly magnificent 
to see how God was bringing his lost sheep home 
again - folk who were rejected by society generally, 
but still loved by God. Down and out, but not out of 
God’s grace. We prayed together and they rededi-
cated their lives to God.

  Colin then asked me “Where do we go from 
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here. Who will provide our daily needs?”
“Do you believe the word of God?” I asked. 
“Yes,” Colin answered.
  “Then listen carefully 

to what God promises in 
Matthew 6:31-33: “So do 
not worry, saying ‘What shall 
we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 
drink?’ or ‘What shall we 
wear?’ For the pagans run 
after these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that 
you need them. But seek first 
his kingdom and his right-
eousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well.” 

Colin looked at me with 
a mixture of confusion and 
unbelief. The look on his face said, ‘can such a thing 
be true?’

Then came a magnificent move of God, totally 
unexpected. A lady, whom I have never seen before, 
wheeling a full supermarket trolley down the arcade, 
passed next to us, listened a brief moment, took a 
loaf of bread from her trolley and put it in Colin’s 
lap.

“Please take this,” she said, and moved on.
Colin did a double take, looked at the receding 

figure, looked at me, astonishment written all over 
his face.

“Did you ask for bread?” I 
asked.

When the penny dropped 
he broke into a broad smile. 

“God has provided!”
Right on cue, God had 

assured Colin that he is 
trustworthy and that his word 
is true – all we have to do is 
believe him.

Whatever challenges we 
face, one thing is clear; we 
have a Father in heaven who 
really loves us and who keeps 

his promises. What does he ask of us in return?  Only 
that we trust him fully, and live in the power and 
love that he has already invested in every believer 
by his indwelling Spirit. So we can be encouraged. 
If we live by the flesh we will certainly fail, but if we 
live in the Spirit we will be more than conquerors.  

F2F

suggested to us by Holy Scripture will prove to be 
incapable of grasping what they are supposed to 
grasp.” However, as Cyril of Alexandria once said, 

“when things concerning God are expressed in 
language used of men, we ought not to think of 
anything base, but to remember that the wealth of 
divine Glory is being mirrored 
in the poverty of human expres-
sion.” So we must remember 
that even the words of the 
Bible, borrowed from human 
understanding and experience, 
refer beyond themselves to 
divine realities that far exceed 
the words themselves and the 
creaturely realities they come 
from.

Holy Scripture preserves for 
us a record of God’s acts of 
revelation, beginning with the 
prophets of ancient Israel and 
culminating with the apostles 
whom Jesus appointed. Those 
narratives and teachings introduce us to a God who 
makes known God’s invisible presence, even if now 
we “see through a glass darkly,” as the apostle Paul 
described it.

Such revelation does not tell us all that can be 
known about everything, but it is always profound 
in what it does proclaim. It is only because of the 
working of the Holy Spirit in and through Holy Scrip-
ture that we are put in actual contact with the living 
God and can hear this God speak again to our 
spirits. So, although the Holy Spirit does not speak 
directly of himself, he nevertheless goes where God 

wills, to surprise, to comfort and to reveal. Whether 
in Jacob’s dream or Hagar’s distress, God makes 
himself known and gathers people who respond 
to his outgoing love. God told Jeremiah, “Call to 
me and I will answer you and tell you great and 
unsearchable things you do not know” (Jeremiah 

33:3).
As we mature spiritually, we 

realize that there is much we 
do not know. While this makes 
us want to know more, we 
also realize that it is a relief 
to accept that there is much 
that we do not and cannot 
know. Our lack of knowledge 
and understanding keeps us 
looking to the One who knows 
it all, who wills to be known 
and has made himself known 
in Jesus Christ.

In this coming year, there 
will be many unknowns. The 
world economy will continue 

to cough and sputter along. Wars and rumors of 
wars remain a fact of 21st-century life. There will 
be catastrophes and technological advancements. 
Scientists will make discoveries, some of which will 
overturn previous understanding.

I pray that Grace Communion International will 
grow ever more sensitive to God’s leading in our 
lives. I pray that we respond as he shows us how 
he wants us to co-minister with Jesus in new and 
exciting ways that will shine light into the darkness 
as signs of the promise that God will make all things 
new.  F2F

in search of knowledge - continued from pg 8
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Irene Tibbenham

“For the Son of Man came 
to seek and to save the 
lost.” Luke 19:10 (NIV) 

‘You’re Included’ is the title of a GCI media 
ministry that seeks to spread the ‘good news that 
God loves you, wants you, and includes you in Jesus 
Christ’.  (www.gci.org/media/youre-included)  I 
believe this title was carefully chosen to broadcast a 
little known fact that everyone is embraced into the 
triune family of God, and this means me, you and 
the rest of the world—everyone who has ever lived 
and who will ever live before the return of Christ.

With today’s population estimated at 7.090 
billion as of 9th January 2013, and forecast to 
be over 9 billion by 2050 … well, that’s a lot of 
people. If we consider the ‘Monkeysphere’ where it 
is said each of us is able to conceptualize a group 
of 150 people, or Dunbar’s number of 148 which 
suggests a limit to the number of people with 
whom we can maintain stable social relationships, 
then the concept that God loves the whole world, 
(John 3:16), can be rather mind boggling. Even the 
‘friendliest’ of Facebook members rarely reaches the 
1,000 mark. But then our mind is not God’s mind (1 
Corinthians 2:11)… yet, rather a work in progress! 
(Philippians 2:5)

The familiar 1 Timothy 2:4 tells us “He wants all 
people to be saved and to learn the truth.’ (God’s 
Word Translation.) But what about us as individuals? 
Are we inclusive in our daily lives of people we may 
touch at some point throughout the day? People 
at work; people at the supermarket; people on the 
bus; people we pass in the street; people at church; 
people in class? Paul urges us to emulate Jesus 
Christ in 1 Corinthians 11:1. This is not suggesting 
we physically interact with everyone we come 

across during the day, but rather an open attitude 
of mind that recognises that everyone we associate 
with, willingly or reluctantly, is a potential new crea-
tion, and child of God. It’s about God’s grace and 
inclusivity to all.

Are there ‘sectors’ of society we perhaps don’t 
feel especially inclusive toward? Loving those we 
would not naturally choose to include amongst 
our friends is difficult. Consider the example of 
Jesus Christ telling Zacchaeus, the hated chief 
tax-collector in Luke 19, that he was going to have 
dinner with him that night. Others looking on were 
appalled. The Bible does not tell us to condone 
inappropriate behaviours or actions – far from it, 1 
Corinthians 15:33, Proverbs 12:26, 4:14-15 tell us 
to ‘flee from evil’, and take care who we spend time 
with. Yet neither are we to condemn people, for all 
have sinned and fallen short (Romans 3:23).

For those reading this, are there people in 
this world that you choose not to include, either 
unconsciously or on purpose … for example, pros-
titutes, gay people, criminals, murderers, rapists, 
Muslims, non-Christians. Or perhaps less obvious, 
e.g. people from different social classes; vegetar-
ians/vegans; sedentary people; hypochondriacs; 
disabled people; those with mental illness, those 
who disagree with our opinions. The list of labels 
is endless, but the answer is simply one:  Love each 
other as I have loved you, said Jesus, This is my 
command (John 15:12).

prayer
Lord God, thank you for including me.  I pray your 

Spirit leads me to include everybody else and love 
them as you love me.

Amen  F2F

Printed with kind permission of daybyday.org.uk

You’re Included
And so Is EvErYbodY ElsE!
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Is seeing really believing?

After Jesus arose from the 
grave he appeared on many 
occasions over a period 

of forty days to his disciples. 
He must have talked with them about many 

things, some of which they could not have known 
about if he hadn’t informed them. For instance, 
what he privately replied to the high priest and to 
Pontius Pilate – what they said and did to him. These 
are recorded in detail for us in the gospels, and no 
doubt Jesus told his followers in conversation about 
it all. 

But something he must have discussed with them  
would surely have been about his going away and 
returning. And yet when Jesus ascended into heaven 
the disciples stood staring, probably thinking they 
were losing their Master a second time. 

Shortly before the crucifixion he told them they 
would not see him for a little while and then they 
would see him again (John 16:20).  Even telling 
them clearly what would happen, they still could not 
fathom the reality of his death and resurrection. It 
took physical encounters for the truth to hit home.

Early Sunday morning, while it was still dark, 
Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and found that 
the stone had been rolled away from the entrance. 
She ran and found Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. She said, ‘They 
have taken the Lord’s body out of the tomb, and 

I don’t know where they have put him!’ Peter and 
the other disciple ran to the tomb to see. The other 
disciple outran Peter and got there first. He stooped 
and looked in and saw the linen cloth lying there, 
but he didn’t go in. Then Simon Peter arrived and 
went inside. He also noticed the linen wrappings 
lying there, while the cloth that had covered Jesus’ 
head was folded up and lying to the side. The other 
disciple also went into the tomb, saw that the body 
was gone and believed (John 20:1-8). Then they 
went back to their homes

they still didn’t get it

 But did they really believe Jesus had risen? It 
seems they still didn’t, as the next verse states, “(They 
still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had 
to rise from the dead).”  So they only believed what 
they saw - that the body was removed.

Even Mary felt that way. She actually remained 
at the tomb, weeping for the loss. But Jesus, having 
great compassion, appeared to her tangibly, turning 
her sorrow into joy. When Mary tried to hold on to 
him, he had to tell her that he still had a mission to 
accomplish that day. He had to present himself to 
the Father. 

When Jesus showed himself to the disciples in 
the upper room, Thomas wasn’t present and when 
they told him, he said, “I’m sorry, I can’t believe 
that. I can only accept the fact if I could touch those 
wounds in his hands and side.”

When Jesus gave him that opportunity, he 

EBEN D JACOBS

is seeing really belieVing?- continued on pg 14
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Some claim that Trini-
tarian theology teaches 
universalism, the belief 

that everyone will be saved, 
regardless of whether they are 
good or bad, repentant or unre-
pentant, accepting or rejecting 
of Jesus, and that, consequently, 
there is no such thing as hell. 

I have two problems with this claim, which is 
a “straw man” argument (a logical fallacy). First, 
accepting Trinitarian theology does not necessitate 
belief in universalism. Noted Swiss theologian Karl 
Barth did not teach universalism. Neither did theo-
logians Thomas F. Torrance and James B. Torrance. 
In Grace Communion International, we teach Trini-
tarian theology, but not universalism. Our website 
clearly states our position:

Universalism is a biblically unsound doctrine, 
which says that in the end all souls, whether human, 
angelic or demonic, will be saved by God’s grace. 
Some Universalists argue that repentance toward 
God and faith in Jesus Christ are irrelevant. Univer-
salists typically deny the doctrine of the Trinity, and 
many Universalists are Unitarians. 

no forced relationship

Contrary to universalism, the Bible teaches that 
there is salvation only in Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12). In 
Jesus, who is God’s elect for our sakes, all humanity 
is elect, but that does not necessarily mean that all 
humans will ultimately accept God’s free gift. God 
desires that all come to repentance, and he has 
created and redeemed humanity for true fellowship 
with him, but true fellowship can never constitute a 
forced relationship. We believe that in Christ, God 
makes gracious and just provision for all, even for 
those who at death appear not to have yet believed 
the gospel, but that all who remain hostile to God 
remain unsaved by their own choice.

Careful students of the Bible recognize that 
though we need not rule out the possibility that 
everyone will in the end repent and receive God’s 
gift of salvation, the scriptures are not conclusive. 
Therefore we are not dogmatic about this issue.

My second problem is this: Why should the possi-
bility that all would be saved arouse hostility and 
accusations of “heresy”?

The creeds of the early church were not dogmatic 
on the nature of hell. The biblical metaphors are of 
flames, outer darkness and weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. They are meant to convey what it is like 
for a person to be lost forever in a self-enclosed 

“world,” with their own selfish heart and desires, 
adamantly rejecting the source of all love, goodness 
and truth. If taken literally, these metaphors are 
conflicting. But metaphors are not intended to be 
taken literally—they illustrate various aspects of the 
topic. What we gain from them is that hell, whatever 
it is, is not where we want to be. To have an ardent 
desire that all humanity be saved and that no one 
suffer in hell, does not necessarily make a person 
a heretic. What Christian would not want every 
person who ever lived to repent, receive forgiveness 
and experience reconciliation with God?

The Bible does not guarantee 
that all will necessarily accept 

God’s love—it warns that there 
very well may be people who 
will refuse God’s forgiveness

The idea of all humanity, transformed by the 
Spirit of Christ and in heaven together, surely is to 
be desired. That is, in fact, exactly what God desires. 
He wants all people to come to repentance and not 
suffer the consequences of rejecting his gracious 
provision for them. God wants this because he loves 
the world (cosmos), just as we read in John 3:16. 
God tells us to love our enemies, just as Jesus loved 
and served even his betrayer Judas Iscariot at the 
Last Supper (John 13:1, 26) and on the Cross (Luke 

UNIVERSALISM?

Joseph Tkach
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23:34).

locked on the inside?

However, the Bible does not guarantee that all 
will necessarily accept God’s love—it warns that 
there very well may be people who will refuse God’s 
forgiveness, rejecting the redemption and the adop-
tion he has for them. Still, it is 
difficult to believe that anyone 
would make such a choice. 
And it is even more difficult to 
imagine that any would persist 
in rebellion against having a 
loving relationship with God. 
As C.S. Lewis described in 
The Great Divorce, “I willingly 
believe that the damned are, 
in one sense, successful rebels 
to the end; that the doors of 
hell are locked on the inside.”

Universalism should not be confused with the 
universal or cosmic scope of the effectiveness of 
Christ’s saving work. In Jesus Christ, who is God’s 
elect for our sakes, all humanity is elect.

That does not mean we can say for certain that 
all humans will ultimately accept God’s gift. But 
surely we can hope that they do. According to the 
apostle Peter, God does not want “anyone to perish, 
but everyone to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). 
Furthermore, God has done everything possible to 
save us from the terrible and horrific situation that 
is hell.

Yet, in the end, God will not violate the delib-
erate and persistent choice of those who willfully 
and deliberately reject his love and turn away from 
him. In fact, for God to absolutely override their 
minds, wills and hearts, he would have to undo 

their humanity—he would have to uncreate them. 
Of course, were he to do that, there would be no 
human being there to freely receive God’s costly 
gift of grace, which is life in Jesus Christ. God has 
created and redeemed humanity for true fellow-
ship—a relationship with him that cannot be forced.

all not yet in coMMunion with 
christ

The Bible does not blur 
the difference between 
believer and unbeliever, and 
neither should we. When 
we say that all people are 
forgiven, saved and recon-
ciled in Christ, we mean that 
while we all belong to Christ, 
not all are in communion 
with him. While God has 
reconciled all to himself, not 

all are yet trusting and living in that reconciliation. 
Therefore the apostle Paul says: “God was in Christ 
reconciling the world (cosmos) to himself… So, be 
reconciled” (2 Corinthians 5:19, 20). And that is 
why ours is a ministry, not of condemnation, but 
of the announcement of Christ’s finished work of 
reconciliation.

Our focus is to bear witness to the biblical 
revelation and orthodox teaching concerning God’s 
own character, mind, heart, purpose and attitude 
towards all people, manifested in Jesus Christ. We 
preach the universal or cosmic Lordship of Jesus 
Christ and so hope in the cosmic reconciliation of 
all those created according to his image. Since the 
Bible tells us that it is God’s desire for all to come to 
him in repentance to receive his gracious and costly 
forgiveness, that is our desire as well.  F2F

believed.
Then Jesus said: “Because you have seen me, you 

have believed, blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed.” (John 20:29)

Luke writes in Acts 1:3 “after his suffering, he 
showed himself to these men and gave many 
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to 
them over a period of forty days and spoke about the 
kingdom of God.”

how about us and the future?

As Jesus was ascending to heaven in a cloud 
the disciples stood peering skywards, maybe rather 
forlorn. Forty days of discussion could not enlighten 
them sufficiently to rejoice at the ascension, to 
realise he would return, and await the promise of 
the Holy Spirit and the establishment of the Kingdom 
of God. Even now they still didn’t quite get it.

Because Jesus, I imagine, wanted to reassure 
them again one last time, two angels were sent 
who told them: “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do 
you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, 
who has been taken from you into heaven, will come 
back in the same way you have seen him go into 
heaven.” (Acts 1:11)

Jesus made sure that his followers through the 
ages would rejoice in being children of God who 
have been cleansed from sin and are able to live 
like conquerors with Jesus now, through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. All who believe in Jesus Christ can 
live in the hope and assurance of his return. 

In Matthew  24: 30 Jesus clearly said : “... they will 
see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven 
in power and great glory.” Then he continued with 
three parables – the evil and the good servant; the 
ten virgins and the talents – to indicate that there 
will be a waiting period before his return.

As we wait we live in the kingdom of God which 
is in us, yet we pray, ”Thy Kingdom Come”, when 
God will restore everything and the fullness of his 
majesty will be with us all.

God gives us his Holy Spirit and the faith to 
believe. Unlike Thomas who wanted to see before 
he believed, Jesus blesses those who have not seen, 
but yet believe. 

Herein lies our joy that we can believe that Jesus 
will return and we will see him face to face in all his 
glory.   F2F                                          

is seeing really belieVing? - continued from pg 12
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Max Lucado

I WILL GIVE 
YOU MY ROBE

But Christ without guilt 
… took upon himself our 
punishment, in order 

that he might thus expiate our 
guilt, and do away with our 
punishment (Augustine).
For Christ died for sins once 
for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, to bring you to 
God (1 Peter 3:18 NIV).
This is the mystery of the riches 
of divine grace for sinners; for by 
a wonderful exchange our sins 
are now not ours but Christ’s, 
and Christ’s righteousness is not 
Christ’s but ours (Martin Luther).

The maître d´ wouldn’t change his mind. He 
didn’t care that this was our honeymoon. It didn’t 
matter that the evening at the classy country club 
restaurant was a wedding gift. He couldn’t have 
cared less that Denalyn and I had gone without 

lunch to save room for dinner. All of this was imma-
terial in comparison to the looming problem.

I wasn’t wearing a jacket.
Didn’t know I needed one. I thought a sport shirt 

was sufficient. It was clean and tucked in. But Mr. 
Black-Tie with the French accent was unimpressed. 
He seated everyone else. Mr. and Mrs. Debonair 
were given a table. Mr. and Mrs. Classier-Than-
You were seated. But Mr. and Mrs. Didn’t-Wear-a-
Jacket? 

If I’d had another option, I wouldn’t have begged. 
But I didn’t. The hour was late.

Other restaurants were closed or booked, and we 
were hungry. “There’s got to be something you can 
do,” I pleaded. He looked at me, then at Denalyn, 
and let out a long sigh that puffed his cheeks. 

“All right, let me see.”
He disappeared into the cloakroom and emerged 

with a jacket. “Put this on.”
 I did. The sleeves were too short. The shoulders 

were too tight. And the color was lime green.
But I didn’t complain. I had a jacket, and we 

were taken to a table. (Don’t tell anyone, but I took 
it off when the food came).

For all the inconvenience of the evening, we 
ended up with a great dinner and an even greater 
parable. I needed a jacket, but all I had was a 
prayer. The fellow was too kind to turn me away but 
too loyal to lower the standard. So the very one who 
required a jacket gave me a jacket, and we were 
given a table.

God’s Promise in the Garment
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a seaMless robe

Isn’t this what happened at the cross? Seats at 
God’s table are not available to the sloppy. But 
who among us is anything but? Unkempt morality. 
Untidy with truth. Careless with people. Our moral 
clothing is in disarray. Yes, the standard for sitting 
at God’s table is high, but the love of God for his 
children is higher. So he offers a gift. Not a lime-
colored jacket but a robe. A seamless robe. Not a 
garment pulled out of a cloakroom but a robe worn 
by his Son, Jesus.

Scripture says little about the clothes Jesus wore. 
We know what his cousin John the Baptist wore. 
We know what the religious leaders wore. But the 
clothing of Christ is nondescript: neither so humble 
as to touch hearts nor so glamorous as to turn heads.

One reference to Jesus’ garments is noteworthy. 
“They divided his clothes among the four of them. 
They also took his robe, but it was seamless, woven 
in one piece from the top. So they said, ‘Let’s not 
tear it but throw dice to see who gets it’” (John 
19:23–24) NLT.

It must have been Jesus’ finest possession. Jewish 
tradition called for a mother to make such a robe 
and present it to her son as a departure gift when he 
left home. Had Mary done this for Jesus? We don’t 
know. But we do know the tunic was without seam, 
woven from top to bottom. Why is this significant?

Scripture often describes our behavior as the 
clothes we wear. Peter urges us to be “clothed with 
humility” (1 Peter: 5:5 NKJV). David speaks of evil 
people who clothe themselves “with cursing” (Psalm 
109:18 NKJV). Garments can symbolize character, 
and like his garment, Jesus’ character was seamless. 
Coordinated. Unified. He was like his robe: uninter-
rupted perfection.

“Woven … from the top.” Jesus wasn’t led by his 
own mind; he was led by the mind of his Father. 
Listen to his words: “The Son can do nothing on his 
own, but only what he sees the Father doing; for 
whatever the Father does, the Son does likewise” 
(John 5:19 NRSV).

“I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge” 
(John 5:30 NRSV).

indignity

The character of Jesus was a seamless fabric 
woven from heaven to earth … from God’s thoughts 
to Jesus’ actions. From God’s tears to Jesus’ 
compassion. From God’s word to Jesus’ response. 
All one piece. All a picture of the character of Jesus. 
But when Christ was nailed to the cross, he took 
off his robe of seamless perfection and assumed a 
different wardrobe, the wardrobe of indignity, the 
indignity of nakedness. Stripped before his own 
mother and loved ones. Shamed before his family.

The indignity of failure. For a few pain-filled 
hours, the religious leaders were the victors, and 
Christ appeared the loser. Shamed before his 
accusers.

Worst of all, he wore the indignity of sin. “He 
himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that 
we might die to sins and live for righteousness” (1 
Peter 2:24 NIV).

The clothing of Christ on the cross? Sin—yours 

and mine. The sins of all humanity.
I can remember my father explaining to me the 

reason a group of men on the side of the road wore 
striped clothing. “They’re prisoners,” he said. “They 
have broken the law and are serving time.”

You want to know what stuck with me about 
these men? They never looked up. They never 
made eye contact. Were they ashamed? Probably. 
What they felt on the side of the road was what 
our Saviour felt on the cross—disgrace. Every aspect 
of the crucifixion was intended not only to hurt the 
victim but to shame him. Death on a cross was 
usually reserved for the most vile offenders: slaves, 
murderers, assassins, and the like. The condemned 
person was marched through the city streets, shoul-
dering his crossbar and wearing a placard about 
his neck that named his crime. At the execution site 
he was stripped and mocked. Crucifixion was so 
abhorrent that Cicero wrote, “Let the very name of 
the cross be far away, not only from the body of a 
Roman citizen, but even from his thoughts, his eyes, 
his ears.”

Jesus was not only shamed before people, he 
was shamed before heaven. Since he bore the sin 
of the murderer and adulterer, he felt the shame 
of the murderer and adulterer. Though he never 
lied, he bore the disgrace of a liar. Though he never 
cheated, he felt the embarrassment of a cheater. 
Since he bore the sin of the world, he felt the 
collective shame of the world. It’s no wonder that 
the Hebrew writer spoke of the “disgrace he bore” 
(Hebrews 13:13 NLT)

While on the cross, Jesus felt the indignity and 
disgrace of a criminal. No, he was not guilty. No, 
he had not committed a sin. And, no, he did not 
deserve to be sentenced. But you and I were, we 
had, and we did. We were left in the same posi-
tion I was with the maître d´—having nothing to 
offer but a prayer. Jesus, however, goes further than 
the maître d.´ Can you imagine the restaurant host 
removing his tuxedo coat and offering it to me? 
Jesus does. We’re not talking about an ill-fitting, 
leftover jacket. He offers a robe of seamless purity 
and dons my patchwork coat of pride, greed, and 
selfishness. “He changed places with us” (Galatians 
3:13). He wore our sin so we could wear his right-
eousness. Though we come to the cross dressed in 
sin, we leave the cross dressed in the “coat of his 
strong love” (Isaiah 59:17) and girded with a belt of 

“goodness and fairness” (Isaiah 11:5) and clothed in 
“garments of salvation” (Isaiah 61:10 NIV).

Indeed, we leave dressed in Christ himself. “You 
have all put on Christ as a garment” (Galatians 
3:27 NEB).

It wasn’t enough for him to prepare you a feast.
It wasn’t enough for him to reserve you a seat.
It wasn’t enough for him to cover the cost and 

provide the transportation to the banquet.
He did something more. He let you wear his own 

clothes so that you would be properly dressed. He 
did that … just for you.  F2F

From: He chose the nails © 2000 Max Lucado

World Publishing , Nashville. Used with permission
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If you could only listen to one 
song what would it be? 

If you could only drive one car what would 
it be? You may have seen the advert. We could have 
some fun with these types of questions: 

If you could only watch one movie what would 
it be?

Personally, I find it difficult to choose between 
“Dead Poets Society” and “Searching for Sugar Man.” 
One is lifechanging and the other heartwarming – 
both are deeply thought provoking.    

What do you think?   
But how about 

this question: If you 
could only choose one 
scripture that summa-
rises the whole of the 
Christian life what 
would it be?  

John 3:16? Great 
choice. If you know 
nothing about the 
Bible, start here. If you 
know everything in 
the Bible, return here. 
What about Matthew 
11:27-30? There are 
enough gold nuggets 
and precious stones 
within to enrich us 
forever. 

But the scripture 
that says it all just 
could be…

John 14:20
“on that day you will realiZe that i aM 

in My father, and you are in Me, and i aM 
in you.”

On the night before his death, Jesus not only 
told his disciples that the Holy Spirit would be given 
(“on that day”) but he also repeatedly spoke about 
something that would happen as the result of his 
death, resurrection and ascension – something so 
incredible, so awe inspiring, so staggering that it 
just doesn’t seem possible. 

To help us grasp Jesus’ enigmatic yet stunning 
statement  we can break his words into three 
phrases: 

1.  “i aM in My father”  

Jesus shares and participates in an extraordinary, 
unique, intimate relationship with his Father in the 
Spirit. In John 1:18 we read that Jesus is “at the 
Father’s side….” Some Bibles translate it: “in the 
bosom of the Father.” One scholar writes; “To be 
in or on the bosom of someone means to be in his 
embrace, to be cherished by him as the object of 
intimate care and dearest affection, or as we say 
in English, to be a bosom friend.”1  That’s where 
Jesus is.  

2. “you are in 
Me”  

Four little words.  
Four breathtaking 
words!  Where is Jesus? 
We’ve just learned 
that he lives in real 
and joyous fellowship 
with his Father in the 
Spirit. Now he says we 
are in Jesus. Just like a 
branch is in a vine we 
are in Jesus (John 15:1-
8). Do you see what 
this means? We are in 
this same relationship 
that Jesus has with his 
Father. We’re not on 
the outside looking in 
trying to work out how 
to be in this remarkable 
relationship – we are 
included!

What is all this about?  How did all this happen? 
Let’s backtrack a little. 

Easter is our annual reminder and celebration 
of Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection. But this is 
not only Jesus’ story – it’s our story too.  In fact it’s 
everyone’s story. Because Jesus is our representative 
and substitute, when he died, we all died with him. 
When he was buried, we were all buried with him. 
And when he rose from the tomb to new, glorified 
life, we all rose with him to newness of life (Romans 
6:3-14). 

But there is something else that we dare not miss.  
Why did Jesus die? “For Christ died for sins 

once for all, the righteous for the unrighteousness, 
to bring you to God” (1Peter 3:18). Sadly, many 

Jesus is alive 
(and we are alive in him)!

Gordon Green

jesus is aliVe- continued on pg 21
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Do miracles still occur 
today? In fact, did 
they ever occur?

About 2000 years ago, arguably the greatest 
miracle ever, took place. Oh yes, there had 
been miracles before. A burning bush, not being 
consumed by the fire. Water turned into wine. A 
blind man receiving his sight. But this one was 
the cherry on top of the cake. Jesus of Nazareth, 
condemned to die, crucified and buried, stands up 
from the dead. Christ resurrected. 

During the 1600s and 1700s there was a lot of 
vigorous debate around miracles, against the back-
drop of the Deist controversy. Deists believed that 
there was a Creator God, but that after the universe 
was set in motion he stepped back and let things 
be, never to be directly involved again. Even today, 
many philosophers, scientists and others deny that 
miracles do, or did, occur. They maintain that there 
is usually a reasonable (or natural) explanation. Did 
the Red Sea really part miraculously for the Israel-
ites to cross over on dry land, or is there some better 
geological explanation?  Maybe an earthquake 
caused the sea to subside for a while. Newton 
showed that much in the universe is predictable and 
works like a well-oiled clock under a set of natural 
scientific laws. This Newtonian physics was founda-
tional to the reasoning of Deists and scientists alike.

can natural laws be broken?

The scientific world basically does not even 
consider the possibility of the supernatural. Theirs 
is a naturalistic worldview. The argument often 
centres on the idea that there are natural laws in 
effect and these laws cannot be broken. Therefore 
miracles, which basically contradict natural laws, 
cannot occur. In some ways we experience this 
every day. For example, it doesn’t matter how many 
times you throw a stone off a cliff it is going down, 
not up. 

But in reality, has a physical law been broken 
when a miracle occurs? For example, every time 
a massive jumbo jet takes off it appears to break 
the law of gravity. Obviously it doesn’t. There are 
simply other natural laws that have come into effect 

Johannes Maree

A WONDERFUL 
THING
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that have a much greater impact on the plane than 
gravity. In the exact same way, there are arguably 
supernatural laws that are far greater than natural 
laws and the former, if employed, could easily over-
ride the latter. A good example would be when Jesus 
walked on water. 

We must keep in mind that the ‘laws’ of nature 
are not the same as the ‘laws’ of the land or of God. 
In other words, it is wrong (unethical) to murder, 
steal, or exceed the speed limit according to the 
laws of the land or of God. However, it is not wrong 
or unethical to ‘break’ the law of gravity. ‘You shall 
not murder’ does not compare to ‘you shall not defy 
gravity.’ Therefore, even in these terms it is not wrong 
or unethical to break 
the laws of nature. 

As Prof. William 
Lane Craig states in 
his book (Reasonable 
Faith) quoting from or 
paraphrasing Thomas 
Sherlock (Bishop of 
London) ‘The resur-
rection contradicts 
neither right reason 
nor the laws of nature. 
The so-called course 
of nature arises 
from the prejudices 
and imaginations of 
men. Our senses tell 
us what the usual 
course of things is, 
but we go beyond 
our senses when 
we conclude that it 
cannot be otherwise. 
The uniform course of 
things runs contrary to the resurrection, but that is 
no proof that it is absolutely impossible. The same 
Power that created life in the first place can give it to 
a dead body again – the later feat is no greater than 
the former’.

That is part of the definition of a miracle. It goes 
against the natural course of things. Dead men don’t 
suddenly come to life as a norm. The people in Jesus’ 
time were not ignorant or stupid, they understood 
this and therefore realised it was something very 
unusual that had happened.

what about unknown natural laws?

Some people argue that miracles are not really 
miracles, but the deployment of some yet unknown 
natural laws. It is true that we are continually learning 
of new laws of nature. However, the argument is 
false because even if we don’t know about these 
natural laws they would still be in effect. Therefore, 
if Jesus walking on water or rising from the dead 
were due to unknown laws of nature, we would 
still see these phenomena happening all over on 
a daily or periodical basis as a result of these laws, 
but we don’t. These are things that cannot simply be 
explained away along naturalistic lines of thought.

what is the real issue?

Deep down the real issue is usually that people 
don’t like the idea of a superior being interfering in 
what’s going on in our universe, let alone our planet 
or lives. But that is what happened. God broke into 
human history and got directly involved in our lives 
when he became human and walked on this earth. 
In some ways it is no different to an apple falling 
off a tree. According to Newtonian laws of physics 
the apple will hit the ground. However, such physics 
never calculates in the possibility of someone sticking 
out their hand and catching the apple in mid air. 
Strangely enough, this clock-work, predictable view 

of the universe that 
cannot be tampered 
with or changed was 
scientifically proved to 
be wrong on various 
levels by Einstein in 
quantum physics.

do Miracles still 
occur today?

Although the focus 
has been on natural 
laws versus miracles, 
there are also other 
arguments to be 
made for miracles. For 
example, if God created 
the universe does he 
not have the right to 
change things, or get 
involved, as he sees 
fit? Much in the same 
way as a carpenter, 
who makes and owns a 

table, has the right to change the colour of it should 
he see the need or have the desire. 

Miracles were an integral part of the life of Jesus 
Christ. Wherever he went miracles happened. But 
then that is to be expected because he was God. 
A reasonable question then to ask is do miracles 
still occur today? The guess is that many people 
would love to see a miracle like water being turned 
into wine, or a lame man get up and walk. Not to 
mention a dead person coming back to life. The truth 
is many people have seen or personally experienced 
genuine miracles in our modern day. Yet probably 
the greatest miracle ever, occurs on a daily basis 
when somebody gives their heart to the LORD and a 
life is changed forever.

The word ‘miracle’ has its roots in the Latin word 
mirari, which is ‘to wonder’. In a general sense the 
word was used to denote a wonderful thing. Could 
there have been a more wonderful thing than God 
himself coming down to earth, living amongst us 
as one of us, dying for our sins and rising from the 
dead? And then to top that off – giving you and me 
the miracle of a brand new start in life?  F2F
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BiBlE study

A Study of 
1 Timothy 3

Michael Morrison

Paul gives Timothy instruc-
tions about how the 
church should function 

and how to address some prob-
lems in first-century Ephesus. 

In chapter 3, Paul describes the kind of people 
Timothy should appoint as leaders for the churches.

a Virtuous person (Verses 1-3)

Paul says, “Anyone who desires to be a church 
official wants to be something worthwhile” (Contem-
porary English Version used throughout). The Greek 
word translated as “church official” comes from root 
words meaning to “look over;” it refers to someone 
who looks after others. Paul does not say whether 
it is good or bad to desire this role; he simply says 
that the role is good.

Then he gives some personal qualities needed for 
this position: “That’s why officials must have a good 
reputation and be faithful in marriage.1 They must 
be self-controlled, sensible, well-behaved, friendly to 
strangers, and able to teach …” 

Paul is focusing on the person, not the duties. 
Being “able to teach” suggests that leaders are 
supposed to teach, but Paul doesn’t say much about 
the details. The character of the person is more 
important than the specific duties. If you have good 
people, they will be good for the church. 

Paul continues the virtues needed: “They must 
not be heavy drinkers or troublemakers. Instead, 
they must be kind and gentle and not love money.” 
(see also 1 Peter 5:2).

good ManageMent (Verses 4-7)

“Church officials must be in control of their own 
families, and they must see that their children are 
obedient and always respectful.  If they don’t know 
how to control their own families, how can they look 
after God’s people?” The church is like a family—we 
are children of God, and Jesus is our brother—but 
a church is not exactly like a family. A person might 

“control” the family, but leaders “look after” the 
church.

Families and churches are different today from 
what they were in the first century. In ancient times, 
a “family” could include dozens of people: children 

and their spouses, grandchildren and servants, all 
living together. Culture gave the head of household 
(usually the oldest male) nearly absolute power over 
the family. First-century churches were usually small 
and met in houses; they found it natural to interact 
as a household. 

People now have different expectations of family 
and church leadership. The biblical culture was 
not perfect, and neither is ours, but we all need to 
work where God has placed us. Paul’s point is that 
leaders in the church should care for the church in a 
similar way as they care for their own families, and 
that their success in their own family life is some 
indication of how well they will do in the church.

Paul is describing the ideal candidate – he is not 
creating a list in which every item must be perfectly 
met. We see an example of that when he writes, 

“They must not be new followers of the Lord. If they 
are, they might become proud and be doomed along 
with the devil.” Paul did not include that requirement 
for the church leaders in Crete (Titus 1), because all 
the believers there were new. Titus just had to pick 
the best he could.

Paul is not saying that all church leaders must be 
heads of household; a single person might be an 
effective leader in some cases. Similarly, personal 
failures 20 years ago need not disqualify a person 
who has more recently been a good example. Paul 
expects Timothy to use common sense and good 
judgment in the way he applies this list. If no one 
meets all the qualifications, then Timothy should 
just pick the best person he can find.

Last, Paul says, “they must be well-respected by 
people who are not followers. Then they won’t be 
trapped and disgraced by the devil.” Paul himself 
wouldn’t meet this qualification very well. He was 
frequently in trouble with religious leaders and 
government officials. This again shows that Paul is 
presenting a list of “things to look for” rather than 
absolute requirements.

good assistants (Verses 8-14)

Paul next describes the personal characteristics 
needed for another leadership role in the church—
the Greek word is diakonos; the traditional transla-
tion is “deacon.” In many respects, they should be 
like people in the first group. These are qualities 
needed not just in church leaders, but in all mature 
Christians: 
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“Church officers should be serious. They must not 
be liars, heavy drinkers, or greedy for money. And 
they must have a clear conscience and hold firmly 
to what God has shown us about our faith.” Paul 
does not say that they should be able to teach; this 
indicates that deacons did not have a teaching role.

Paul suggests a probationary period: “They must 
first prove themselves. Then if no one has anything 
against them, they can serve as officers.” In one 
sense, all church leaders need to “prove themselves” 
through good personal conduct ahead of time. They 
need to be “doing the job” before they are formally 
appointed. Paul also seems to suggest here that the 
congregation has a role in approving such appoint-
ments.

Paul next mentions qualities needed by another 
group: “Women must also be serious. They must not 
gossip or be heavy drinkers, and they must be faithful 
in everything they do.” Paul will say more about the 
proper behavior of women in chapter 5. Here, he 
continues his description of a good deacon:

“Church officers must be faithful in marriage.1 

They must be in full control of their children and 
everyone else in their home.” A person whose 
home life is chaotic would probably be unreliable in 
the church as well. 

“I hope to visit you soon,” Paul writes. “But I am 

writing these instructions, so that if I am delayed, 
you will know how everyone who belongs to God’s 
family ought to behave.” Most likely, Paul was never 
able to visit Timothy in person, but his letter could 
address a few urgent needs. He saw a need to say 
more about Christian behavior. 

Timothy knew well that grace was the basis of 
our salvation. But perhaps he needed to be encour-
aged to say more about the way that people should 
respond to God’s grace. The gospel of grace teaches 
that we should have good behavior (Titus 2:11-12). 
God is sharing his life with us; we are to let him live 
in us and change us. God gives us eternal life, yes, 
but if we are going to enjoy that life, then it matters 
a great deal about the way we choose to live.  F2F

1. Some translations say “married only once,” but this is mislead-
ing, since the Greek word was used for behavior within a marriage, 
not the number of marriages. A single person can be a good 
leader for the church; so can a person who has remarried after 
the death of a spouse or a divorce. For a lengthy study of whether 
women can have positions of leadership in the church, see www.
gci.org/church/women.

people picture God as a solitary figure somewhere 
in the sky, detached and remote watching us from 
a distance. But Jesus reveals the very opposite. 
Because of his great love Jesus has united us with 
himself and has carried us with him into the Father’s 
presence in the Holy Trinity (John 14:3). And did 
you notice that there is no mention of us having to 
work our way into his presence? We don’t have to 
keep rules and regulations to ensure we are good 
enough to be there. We are there! (Ephesians 2:6). 
The astonishing, unique, intimate relationship that 
Jesus has enjoyed for all eternity with the Father in 
the Spirit has been opened to everyone. We are now 
as close to God as we can be. He has brought us to 
where he is to share himself with us and participate 
in his life.

3. “i aM in you”

Your life is much more than you ever imagined! 
Not only are we in Jesus but he is in us. He has 
taken up residence inside of us. He is in our lives, 
hearts, thoughts and relationships and his life is 
being formed in us (Galatians 4:19). When you go 
through a difficult time Jesus is experiencing it in 
you and with you and is the strength to meet that 
trouble. In the uniqueness, weakness and fragility 
of each of us, he delights to express himself in us by 
showing his strength, compassion, joy, patience and 

forgiveness through us. Paul said “For me to live is 
Christ” (Philippians 1:21). That’s true for you too. 
He is your life. Abandon yourself to him. Trust him 
to be who he is in you. 

Jesus in you, you in Jesus. You are “in” the atmos-
phere. In that atmosphere you find light and life 
and the food to sustain the life. That atmosphere is 
also in you. Without it you will die. We are in Jesus 
and he is in us.  He is our atmosphere, our very life.  

Jesus’ intense words in John 14:20 are aston-
ishing. Just a few little words summarise the whole 
of the Christian life. It is also a description of our 
union with Jesus and a summary of what Jesus 
accomplished in his coming. This could very well be 
the verse of all verses! 

In fact
If you could only choose one scripture that 

summarises  the whole Bible what would it be?
Is it possible that it just could be John 14:20?
What do you think?  F2F

1. Edward Robinson A Greek and English lexicon of the New 
Testament pg 452

jesus is aliVe- continued from pg 17
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Gordon Green

I couldn’t help but think of 
Basil when I read Prov-
erbs chapter19 verse 3. 

People ruin their lives by their own stupidity, so 
why does GOD always get blamed?1 

Basil?  Who is Basil?
Basil Fawlty. He’s the main character in the highly 

successful British comedy Fawlty Towers, played by 
John Cleese. He is the cynical, rude, paranoid bully 
who runs a hotel in the seaside town of Torquay, 
England. He takes many of his frustrations out on 
others by blaming them for his very own stupidi-
ties – especially the hapless Spanish waiter Manuel: 

“Sorry about that. He’s from Barcelona” is Basil’s 
usual way of attempting to place the blame for 
anything and everything. 

In one scene Basil loses it completely. There is a 
fire and Basil tries to find the key to turn on the fire 
alarm, but he has misplaced it. This time, instead of 
blaming humans of every variety and even inani-
mate objects (such as his car), he punches the sky 
and screams, “Thank you, God!  Thank you so very, 
very much!” 

Are you like Basil?  Blaming others – even God - 
for the bad things that happen to you?  

•	 If	you	fail	an	exam	you	just	say,	“I	would		
 have passed but my teacher doesn’t like  
 me.” 
•	 If	you	lost	your	temper,	it’s	because	“they”		

 provoked you.
•	 If	your	team	loses,	it’s	because	the	referee		

 was biased.
•	 If	you	have	psychological	problems:	“It’s		

 because of my parents. They never treated  
 me right. Or it could have been my sisters.  
 I was always overlooked. But then again it  
 could have been my grandparents….”

And on it goes. I’m just the innocent victim. 
Blaming others for the bad things that happen 

is not just Basil’s problem – it is deeply ingrained in 
our nature. It is in our family tree. When we blame 
others we are doing exactly what our ancestors did. 
When they sinned, Adam blamed Eve and God. Eve 
said the devil made her do it (Genesis 3:12-13). 

But why did they react in that way? The answer 
helps us discover what makes us what we are today.  
Did you know we actually play out what happened 
there?  

Picture the 
scene.  

Satan comes 
to Adam and 
Eve and tempts 
them. His inten-
tion?  Destroy God’s 
plan for them and all 
who came after them. Satan’s 
method?  He told them a lie. “You can become just 
like God.”  How would you react if you were Adam 
or Eve and heard these words? You look around 
and you see perfection. God is perfect, he has made 
a perfect world and he is in perfect control of every-
thing. He is perfectly adequate within himself. It is 
not difficult to imagine Adam and Eve thinking; “If 
I can become like God I will be perfect. I will reach 
my highest potential and I will be in perfect control 
of my life and everything else!”  

Blaming others for the bad 
things that happen…is deeply 

ingrained in our human nature

Adam and Eve fall into Satan’s trap. They disobey 
God and eat of the forbidden fruit. “They exchanged 
the truth of God for a lie” (Romans 1:25).2 To their 
horror they realise they are not like God at all. 
Even worse - they are less than they were just a 
few minutes earlier. Although they are surrounded 
by God’s unconditional love they lose all sense of 
being loved. They feel embarrassed, ashamed and 
guilty.  Not only have they disobeyed  God they now 
realise they are not perfect, they are not in perfect 
control – they are totally inadequate. The couple, 
now ill at ease together, and with their minds 
plunged into darkness, make makeshift clothing 
from fig leaves to try and hide their shame from 
each other. “I’m not going to let you know that I’m 
really not perfect – you are not going to find out 
what I’m really like. I’m ashamed of who I am.” 
Their lives are now based on the perception that 
they could only be loved if they are perfect. 

Is it any surprise then, that today we struggle 
with thoughts of; “I’m worthless, flawed and unim-
portant?” This is where it came from. Adam and 
Eve’s understanding of who God is and who they 
were became so confused “that there was neither 
sense nor direction left in their lives” (Romans 
1:21-The Message Bible). Like a toxic waste spilt 
into a river, the lie and its effects swiftly spread and 
polluted humanity. The “fig leaves” have become 

King Solomon’s Mines
MODERN WISDOM FROM THE ANCIENT BOOK 
OF PROVERBS (PART 14) -  It’s Not My Fault!
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sophisticated. 
Blaming and excuse making is a gigantic mask 

we put on because we cannot admit to ourselves 
or others we are less than perfect. So we lie, exag-
gerate – and blame. If anything goes wrong in the 
office or in my home it’s not my fault. We wear 
the  masks to hide our  sense of worthlessness and 
shame: “See, I am perfect – I’ve got my life together.” 
But behind  our  masks we are saying; “If you knew 
me as I really am you wouldn’t love me but if I can 
prove to you that I’m in control then you will accept 
and like me.” Performance has become our identity. 

What can we do?  Recently I lost my car keys. I 
looked in my pockets, in all the rooms in my house, 
in drawers, on the floor, every nook and cranny. To 
my embarrassment I blamed my wife and children.  
I have my life in order. I’m in control – I don’t lose 
things!  Eventually I found my keys – in the ignition 
of my car. No matter how thoroughly, no matter 
how hard or how long I could have looked, I would 
have never found the keys in my house or in the 
possession of any of my family members - because 
they weren’t there. Likewise, when we set out to find 
the causes of our problems in others, we’ll seldom 

find them, because they aren’t there. They are in 
you and me. “People ruin their lives by their own 
stupidity” (Proverbs 19:3).  Admit you are wrong 
when you are. Take responsibility. 

But most of all – stop trying to be that perfect 
person you think you are supposed to be. Stop 
believing that when - and only when - you become 
that perfect person, you will be accepted. In the 
Fall3 we lost our true identity of who we really are 
but when Jesus died on the cross he destroyed the 
lie of conditional love forever. Don’t believe the lie, 
instead believe that God cherishes you, accepts you 
and loves you unconditionally – regardless of your 
feelings, failings or even your stupidities. Rest on 
that foundational truth.  

You don’t have to prove anything.  
Don’t blame others. Don’t be a Basil.   F2F

1  The Message Bible.
2  Literally ‘the lie’ – the basic lie which contradicts God’s truth 
(Romans commentary by FF Bruce).
3  Adam and Eve fell when they stopped believing the truth and 
believed the lie of the serpent. In the Fall the  human race became 

corrupt, estranged and fundamentally alien to God.

A NEw HEART

Cliff Neil

“I will give you a new heart—I will give you new and 
right desires—and put a new spirit within you. I will take 
out your stony hearts of sin and give you 
new hearts of love.” Ezekiel 36:26 (The 
Living Bible)

On December 3rd, 1967, Dr. Chris-
tiaan Barnard, a South African surgeon, 
performed the first human heart trans-
plant in medical history.  Shortly after 
his second successful transplant, he 
appeared beside the bed of the patient 
with his old heart in a plastic container 
and declared, “Do you realise that you 
are the first man in history to look at 
his own dead heart?” Sadly, for this 
to happen someone has to die and 
the heart of that person is used as a 
replacement for a heart that is dying.

Something similar happened when God, who so 
loved the world that he “gave his only begotten Son” 
to replace our sinful, stony hearts with a heart of love. 
A heart of flesh and not of stone, which is the basis of 
the new covenant that God has made through Jesus 
Christ, who died to make it possible!

God has been doing heart transplants ever since 
the human race became afflicted with that fatal heart 
disease called sin. “‘This is the covenant that I will 
make with them after those days,’ says the Lord: ‘I will 
put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on 
their minds,’”  He also adds, “‘I will remember their 
sins and their lawless deeds no more.’” (Hebrews 
10:16-17 NRSV). And when we allow this spiritual 
operation to take place, new desires, a new spirit, a 

new way of thinking is implanted within us. A heart 
that is filled with love, compassion, mercy, and kind-

ness; a heart that beats to a different 
rhythm as the Holy Spirit enters it and 
we cry—“Abba! Father!” Then God’s 
love is poured into our new hearts 
through the Holy Spirit that has been 
given to us. (Romans 8:15 and Romans 
5:5 NRSV).

At this point I’m wondering how 
shocked I would be if, like Dr. Barnard’s 
patient I could actually see my old dead 
heart and notice the blackness, see the 
tough leathery flesh that looks almost 
like flint. I suspect there’s a possibility 
that I would be physically sick, but I’m 

sure I would also be pouring out thanks for this new 
covenant, this new relationship with the Living God 
whom we can call Abba! Father!

Prayer
Abba Father, praise and glory to you for your amazing 

plan of salvation for all humanity. Help us treasure the 
new hearts you’ve given us in love through Jesus Christ 
your Son.

Amen  F2F

Reprinted with kind permission from daybyday.uk.org

w w w. f a c e 2 f a c e . o r g . z a 2 3



Listen to us on Radio:

ccfM 107.5 fM: 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9:10am 
(The Greater Cape Town area from Melk-
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