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Editorial

We cannot be Christians in isolation!
As we go about our lives we should share the 

Gospel (the good news of Christ) with others.  This 
was the commission that Jesus gave to his disciples 
and all those who followed after them. 

It’s quite a responsibility! 
What if you don’t accurately explain what Christ 

has done for us through his life, death and resur-
rection? 

What if the person asks you a question that you 
cannot answer? 

Like I did, do you at times feel ill equipped to 
take on such an important and sometimes daunting 
responsibility?

When Christ gave his disciples this great commis-
sion, he also told them to wait in Jerusalem until 
they received the Gift of the Holy Spirit, and only 
then to go out (Matthew 28, Acts 1). In this often 
overlooked fact is a very important lesson for us 
all; we are not called on some human mission, but 
are invited to participate in Christ’s ministry, and 
empowered to do so through the Holy Spirit.

God understands our human limitations and 
knows that we need help.  Acts 1:8  says “But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.”
This is a really exciting time of year where, as 

Christians, we get to celebrate Pentecost, the 
dramatic birth of the New Testament Church. On 
that day almost 2000 years ago, the Holy Spirit 
descended on the disciples, allowing them to speak 
in tongues (not just vain babbling, but a miracle 
which allowed people from different nations to 
all understand what was being preached). It was 
an important lesson for us all - God showed in a 
very dramatic way that the preaching of the Gospel 
message would not be inhibited by our human limi-
tations. God had not left them (or us!) without help, 
but empowered us through his Spirit.

As we communicate and fellowship with God 
through prayer, study and meditation, we draw 
closer to him and become more in tune with the 
prompting of the Holy Spirit and his guidance.

It is our sincere hope and prayer that through 
the pages of this issue of Face to Face you are led 
into an ever deepening relationship with the Father, 
through the Son by the indwelling and guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, so that you too can participate in his 
amazing ministry.

Your brother in Christ,
Tim   F2F
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A few years before she died, 
my mother expressed 
what seemed to be a 

rather strange concern. 
How could she appear before Jesus with “empty 

hands,” or, as she explained, not having brought 
anyone to conversion?

It was a difficult question to answer to her satis-
faction, but sometime later the thought occurred 
to me that Paul, writing to the Corinthians,( who 
were concerned about which of the apostles they 
should follow), said that though he (Paul) planted 
and Apollos watered, only God can give growth. It 
is for us to be followers of Jesus, and to remain in 
his love, as he loved us first. On many occasions we 
preach the gospel by our lifestyle, often not being 
aware of how others see us.

Have you ever felt that you have done very little 
for others or even for God? How do we interpret 
the verse in the Bible that tells us to love others as 
ourselves? Does it mean looking into a mirror and 
telling ourselves just how handsome, good and 
lovable we are, and then reminding ourselves that 
others are “just as good?” No. It is not so much 
what we consciously do, but our Christian way of 
living that speaks the loudest. 

St. Francis of Assissi said we must always preach 
the gospel, and if necessary, sometimes use words. 

A family member recently sent me some photo-
graphs of my late younger brother’s gravestone. I 
couldn’t quite see the point of these pictures until I 
read the message written on the back. It stated that 
Phil had loved me dearly, and that I had played a 
prominent role in his life. 

Sitting and wondering about what role I could 
have played, I sent her a text message saying  

“Whatever could I have done to justify such acknowl-
edgment?” Her response was that butterflies do not 
see the colours of their wings, yet we see and enjoy 
their beautiful blaze and variety of colours. She 
knew how special I was to him.

As I sat wondering about these words, a profound 
thought occurred to me. My conscious efforts to be 
friendly and kind usually made me feel it was a bit 
contrived. It was when I got involved with some-
thing or someone other than myself that I was really 
effective. And I had certainly been involved with my 
brother.

BUTTeRfLieS foR chRiST

A dear friend of ours serves in a prison ministry 
where she gives regular Bible studies to the pris-
oners. What amazes me is how animatedly she 
can tell of the responses from prisoners who had 
accepted Jesus as their Saviour. She has such a 
passion for the work that it doesn’t seem like work 
to her. It’s what she does!  She just tells of the joy 
she experiences when the Word goes out and these 
incarcerated souls just drink it in.

This woman is a butterfly for Christ, not aware of 
her radiant colours.

It is the deeds and behaviour 
we unconsciously do that 

speak louder to others

It is the deeds and behaviour we unconsciously 
do that speak louder to others. When we listen 
to someone with genuine interest and get so 
engrossed in their story that we even forget about 
ourselves, we are unconsciously placing the speaker 
above ourselves. When we get passionately lost in 
our action of doing good we get to that point that 
Jesus explained about those who would one day 
come to him and say “Lord, Lord when did we see 
you  hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 
something to drink?” (Matthew 25:37). Jesus takes 
personally our treatment of other people.

When we gaze at a stunningly beautiful sunset, 
or the clouds scurrying across the sky on a windy 
day, or a starry sky on a clear night, we stand in 
awe of the majesty of the Triune God. We become 
insignificant in our own estimation. We only see the 
beauty of God and his creation.  

One of my favourite old hymns is I am Thine, O 
Lord.  One line which always strikes me says, “…till 
my will be lost in Thine.” When we’re that close to 
God, we don’t need others’ approval.

My mother needn’t have worried. Who knows 
how many were encouraged and strengthened by 
her love and  humour and kindness? Her life was a 
testimony to her faith, and her beautifully coloured 

“butterfly wings” were obvious to everyone who 
knew her. And Jesus knew her better than anyone 
else.  F2F

Eben Jacobs

Butterfly Wings  
unseen by their owners
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James Henderson

Do you know the song, 
“Up, up and away in my 
beautiful balloon”?

When the 5th 
Dimension released 
it in 1967, it captured 
the dreams of so many 
people. If only we 
could get away from it 
all, if only we could fly, 
we might float above 
life’s problems.

Let’s take off in our 
hot air balloon. Let’s 
sail above the clouds. 
The world would look 
less ugly from such 
heights. It would seem 
a nicer place compared 
to when viewed up 
close and personal.

Jesus ascended to 
the heavens. It was 
not, however, to get 
away from all his troubles, but to bring us closer 
to God by sending the Holy Spirit. His plan was to 
be with us “always, even to the very end of the age” 
(Matthew 28:20 NIV UK). 

During the week before his crucifixion, we were 
constantly on Christ’s mind. He knew he would be 
killed, and he trusted that the Father would raise 
his body from the grave. He was less concerned 
about himself than he was about the disciples who 
would be left behind. His thoughts were not just for 
the disciples alone, but also for those who would 
believe in him through their message (John 17:20): 
this is referring to us, we who would accept his 
grace in times to come.

“I will ask the Father” Jesus explained, “and he 
will give you another Counselor to be with you for 
ever…I will not leave you orphans; I will come to 
you” (John 14:15-18).  Even though this was a time 
of anguish for him, his desire was to comfort his 
followers. 

“Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come 
to you;” Jesus continued,”but if I go, I will send 
him to you” (John 16:7). After the resurrection the 
disciples thought he would stay on earth “to restore 
the kingdom to Israel” (Acts 1:6). They still had not 
understood what Jesus had said to them, that he 

would send “another” Counselor. 
Then the day came when “he was taken up 

before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their 
sight” (1:9). Luke notes that Jesus was speaking 
words of comfort as he rose into the skies, “While he 

was blessing them, he left 
them and was taken into 
heaven” (Luke 24:51).

What was happening? 
And what relevance did 
it have for us? 

The answers are 
found in Paul’s letter 
to the Ephesians. The 
Father raised Jesus “from 
the dead and seated him 
at his right hand in the 
heavenly realms” (1:20). 
What’s more we partici-
pate in his resurrection 
and ascension: “God 
raised us up with Christ 
and seated us with him 
in the heavenly realms in 
Christ Jesus” (2:6). With 
him we can soar above 

our earthly problems. There is “an inheritance that 
can never perish, spoil or fade – kept in heaven for 
you”, and me (1 Peter 1:4).

Jesus had voiced his thoughts to the Father for 
our sake. He did not need to speak aloud because 
he and the Father are one, but he wanted us to know 
his prayer: “I will remain in the world no longer, but 
they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 
Father, protect them by the power of your name – the 
name you gave me – so that they may be one as we 
are one” (John 17:11). We are “shielded by God’s 
power” through faith until the Second Coming (1 
Peter 1:5).

This power was invested in the promise of the 
Holy Spirit. After his resurrection Jesus told his 
followers, “I am going to send you what my Father 
has promised”, that they would be “clothed with 
power from on high” (Luke 24:49).

This same Spirit has been given to you and to me. 
The Spirit of Jesus dwells in us. Jesus has not left us. 
He has not abandoned us.Through the Spirit Jesus 
is here now, and we are with him eternally. That’s 
what the Ascension and Pentecost tell us.

Jesus went up, up and away into the heavens, 
but he did not leave us.  F2F

UP, UP AND AWAY 
WITH JESUS
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God’s unfailing love
 Comfort for the family of a suiCide

A funeral is never easy, but 
this one was going to be 
particularly difficult. 

Janet seemed to be a successful, attractive 
person with a lively sense of humor. Then her life 
fell apart.

Her husband abandoned her in a messy divorce. 
Her real estate business collapsed. Then she learned 
that she had terminal cancer. It was too much. One 
day she pinned a note to her garage door, saying, 

“I am in here. But call the emergency services first.” 
Then she took a shotgun and killed herself. The 
family, stunned and trying to make sense of Janet’s 
death, had her cremated, as Janet wanted, but they 
also wanted a funeral. They asked me to officiate.

The funeral was well attended and represented 
all parts of the religious spectrum with many 
different ideas about Janet. Some were convinced 
she was in heaven with Jesus. Others believed she 
was asleep, awaiting the resurrection. Some likely 
believed she was in purgatory (but surely not for 
long, as she was a devout and sincere Christian). A 
few were convinced that since Janet had taken her 
own life, God had sent her straight to hell. So who 
was right? Or were they all wrong? What, precisely, 
has God told us happens to us when we die?

Death is a frontier, and it is one we rightly fear to 
even approach, let alone cross. It is, as Paul wrote, 
an enemy (1 Corinthians 15:26), and we hold it at 
bay as long as possible. But eventually it conquers 
us all. Then what? Most people have some kind of 
belief that death is not the end. So what could I say 

at this funeral that was not just an empty platitude, 
but was true?

whaT ScRipTURe SaYS

The answer is not what you might expect. God 
has not told us precisely what happens immediately 
after we die. He has told us that, in and because 
of Jesus, we have victory over death. Jesus assured 
us that he is anxious for us to join him to experi-
ence life in a way that we mortals cannot begin to 
imagine, and his promise is that this new life will 
last forever. But beyond that, the Bible is frustrat-
ingly vague about the details. Especially the details 
of what happens immediately after we die. Note the 
emphasis on “immediately.”

Some scriptures suggest that the dead are safely 
“asleep,” and so, we can surmise, they will know 
nothing until the moment of resurrection when 
Jesus returns (1 Corinthians 15:6; 1 Thessalonians 
4:14). But others imply that they are in some way 
conscious and experience emotions.

Paul had no fear of physical death. He had, at 
some time in his eventful life, been given a “visitor’s 
pass” view of heaven, transforming his worldview. 
Life “here below” had become difficult, and he was 
eager to begin the next stage. So he wrote to the 
Philippians, “As long as I’m alive in this body, there 
is good work for me to do. If I had to choose right 
now, I hardly know which I’d choose. Hard choice! 
The desire to break camp here and be with Christ is 
powerful. Some days I can think of nothing better” 
(Philippians 1:22-23, The Message).

But what did he mean by “be with Christ?” He 

John Halford
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does not elaborate.
John, the author of Revelation, also talks about 

“seeing” heaven. “I saw under the altar the souls of 
those who had been slain because of the word of 
God and the testimony they had maintained. They 
called out in a loud voice, ‘How long, Sovereign Lord, 
holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the 
earth and avenge our blood?’ Then each of them 
was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a 
little longer, until the number of their fellow servants 
and brothers who were to be killed, as they had been, 
was completed” (Revelation 6:9-11).

Janet’s days of pain and 
despair are over. Whatever 

her current state, her future is 
secure in the arms of a loving 
God. This is what those who 

loved her needed to know

Further complicating the issue is Jesus’ own 
words. Just before he died, he asked the Father to 
receive his spirit (Luke 23:46). Shortly before that, 
he made a promise to the repentant thief suffering 
crucifixion beside him. This man believed that, after 
death, good people go to “paradise.” Although he 
had not been a good man, he realized that Jesus 
had, so he begged him to remember him in what-
ever came next.

Jesus reassured him: “Today you will be with me 
in paradise” (Luke 23:43).

So you see, the Bible does not really give us a 
specific, unambiguous answer to the question of 
what happens to us immediately after we die. It does 
however make it clear that death is a cutoff point. 
One phase of your existence is finished; another is 
about to begin. It is as if God is saying, “Don’t worry 
about it. Leave it to me. I have things under control.”

JeSUS ShowS US whaT iT’S Like

What Scripture does emphasize is what theolo-
gian N.T. Wright has called “the life after life after 
death,” in a new heaven and a new earth. All our 
clues for this life come from Jesus.

When Jesus died on the cross, the Father received 
his spirit, but three days later, Jesus was resurrected 
and then later ascended.

He was resurrected with a body. A real, recog-
nizable body, with genuine body parts—not a wispy, 
ethereal manifestation that could be made to look 
like a body when he wanted to make himself visible. 
This spiritual body was a new life form—a permanent, 
everlasting version of what he had been before—a 
human being made immortal. No longer bound by 
the limitations of time and space, Jesus could move 
back and forth from within the dimensions we expe-
rience to those that are beyond our reach, although 
not necessarily beyond our imagination.

The Bible also tells us that what happened to 
Jesus will also happen to us. “Now we are children 
of God, and what we will be has not yet been made 
known. But we know that when he appears, we shall 
be like him, for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 
3:2). But it’s not just a matter of “seeing” him—as 
glorious as that may be. Revelation 21 speaks of 
us living with God—of having fellowship him; that 
is the purpose for which we have been made and 
the purpose for which we have been given salvation. 
We will live with the Triune God in never-ending love, 
joy, and peace. We are given exceedingly great and 
precious promises, Paul says, and God will do more 
for us than we can even think to ask or imagine.

This, then, is the Bible’s focus when it speaks of 
life after death: Jesus himself is the new and living 
way (Hebrews 10:20).

Our new life will certainly be a rest from anxiety, 
feelings of guilt and the limitations of our frail 
bodies. But, more, it will be filled with activity and 
experiences—all you could possibly want in this 
life—and much, much, more. Eternity will not be 
spent in a sort of nebulous nether world, utterly 
alien to everything we have experienced and every-
thing we enjoy. “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, 
no mind has conceived what God has prepared for 
those who love him,” wrote Paul to the Corinthians. 
He added, “but God has revealed it to us by his 
Spirit” (1 Corinthians 2:9-10 NIV 1984).

Right now we only have a few tantalizing glimpses. 
We can get foretastes of it when we experience the 
wonderful things about being alive now. Human 
love, hard-won accomplishment, deep friendships 
and acts of genuine unselfishness—those moments 
when we think, “I wish life were always like this” give 
us “flash forwards” to another kind of existence. It 
is the way we were meant to live, the way the world 
could be—and will be one day. They encourage us 
to join Jesus Christ in hoping and waiting for it with, 
as Paul said, “joyful anticipation.”

So, could it be that the joyful anticipation 
continues in some way immediately after our phys-
ical death? Although we should not be dogmatic, 
there is enough in the Scriptures to show this is a 
strong possibility.

This is what was going through my mind as I 
pondered what to say at Janet’s funeral. We were 
saying goodbye to a loved one, but I believe God 
was saying, “Hello. Welcome—not to your eternal 
rest—but to the rest of eternity.”

When she took her life, Janet confronted her last 
enemy. She will never meet another one. Her days 
of pain and despair are over. Whatever her current 
state, her future is secure in the arms of a loving 
God. This is what those who loved her needed to 
know.

I walked out into the chapel, faced the audience 
and said, “In this little urn is all that is left of Janet 
that God does not want.”

Then I told them the rest of the truth.  F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey
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My father loved to build. 
He constructed three 
rooms under our house, 

a barbecue, a wishing well and 
a cave in our back garden!  

Recently I drove past my old house and was filled 
with wonderful memories of my creative father as I 
saw his meticulous handiwork still standing strong 
after so many years. 

Did you know that our Heavenly 
Father is also a builder and is in the 
process of constructing a magnifi-
cent building?

The apostle Paul wrote that 
“God is building a home. He’s using 
us all … in what he is building…. 
he’s using you, fitting you in brick 
by brick, stone by stone, with Christ 
Jesus as the cornerstone that holds all 
the parts together. We see it taking 
shape day after day…. (Ephesians 
2:20-21; The Message Bible) 

What is this all about?  Peter 
reveals more about this building 
and describes Christians as “living 
stones” (1Peter 2:5). But exactly 
what is God building?  Let’s 
consider the characteristics of this 
building.    

•	 JeSUS iS The coRneRSTone 
 (epheSianS 2:20). 

A firm foundation is vital to a building, and a 
cornerstone is the most important part of the foun-
dation. It is vital for the orientation of the building 
– it helps to hold the building together, all the 
dimensions in the building have to be measured 
correctly from the cornerstone and other stones 
have to fit into it. God’s building consists of people 
grounded on Jesus Christ and as the cornerstone 
he holds it together.  This means that this building 
is oriented around Jesus. Christianity hangs entirely 
upon Jesus Christ and his resurrection. He is the 
focal point of the Bible. Whenever you find a diffi-
cult scripture, orient it around ‘who Jesus is’ and the 
rest will usually follow.  

•	 The SToneS aRe connecTed To one 
anoTheR (epheSianS 2:21-22).

 Each stone is harmoniously fitted and connected 
to the corner stone, the foundation, the roof, to 

other walls – and to one another. One stone is not 
a building or even a wall - it’s only when it is joined 
together with hundreds of other stones that together 
they make something beautiful.  Mother Teresa said; 

“You can do what I cannot do.  I can do what you 
cannot do.  Together, we can do great things.” We 
were not made for independence but for interde-
pendence.  Being a Christian is not a solitary pursuit.

•	 The SToneS in ThiS  
BUiLdinG aRe noT idenTicaL. 

In another description of Christians but just as 
applicable to the composition 
of this building Paul wrote; “ 
Your body has many parts—
limbs, organs, cells—but no 
matter how many parts you 
can name, you’re still one 
body (1 Corinthians 12:12 
Message Bible). Nowadays 
mass produced bricks look the 
same and one is as good as 
another. But most buildings of 
old - like the temple in Jeru-
salem – utilized different sized 
stones that were hand crafted 
and individually selected. 
Although we are all connected 
we are distinctly ourselves. 
Just as our DNA’s are unique 
there is nobody who can be 
you except you. 

•	 eveRY STone haS iTS pLace 

“God carefully places each part of the body right 
where he wants it” (1Corinthians 12:18).

As my father was building he would look care-
fully at the stones in the pile, find the one that  
would fit in next to and on top of other stones and 
place it into position. Whether it was a large square 
stone or small and round he always looked for that 
perfect fit. 

There is no unimportant stone in this building. In 
the same way, no matter who you are you  matter 
to God and you have been placed exactly where 
you should be. Some of us are stones over the top 
of the door, some make up a window and some 
are in the back passage behind the platform that 
no one really sees. But we each have our place 
with everyone else. We are not all meant to preach 
or to be missionaries, pastors, worship leaders or 
youth leaders. But you have a ministry. It’s not your 
responsibility to find it – surrender your life to God, 
worship him, take your place in his building and let 
him make it happen. Remember, it is God who is 

Gordon Green

JUST anoTheR BRick in The waLL- Continued on pg 10
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I sometimes think it is the 
privilege of a father to 
embarrass the family. 

So why should I be an exception to the rule? My 
face leaks involuntarily when I watch certain films, 
particularly a Dreamworks or Pixar Animation. 

“Daaad! It’s a cartoon?!” But I get emotional, 
especially when there is an expression of love in 
stories. I knew a Croatian man whose wife was 
Chinese, which I think made him more “Cro-Asian.’’ 
He used to say that if a film didn’t have a LOVE Story 
it wasn’t worth seeing. I think he’s right. Certainly if 
there isn’t LOVE in the world, what use is life? 

It got me thinking. If your children asked you what 
the Greatest Love Story is, what would your answer 
be? What would you pull out of your treasure chest? 

For me, I would probably start by telling them 
how I met their mother. I would tell them that after 
our brief encounter at a church in England 20 years 
ago, we spent the next five years writing letters to 
each other before we finally got together. So think 
about that, Mister instant messenger. Five years of 
wooing each other with our creative writings and 
cassette exchange. Absence did make our hearts 
grow fonder, but more than that, we got to know 
each other deeply without physical distractions or 
clutter. It was an ideal beginning because it gave 
me an opportunity to build my business and for 
Jenni to heal after a tumour operation on her spine. 
I didn’t think I could love anyone more than Jenni… 
until... she gave birth to beautiful Noa. What was a 
guy to do but divide his love in half, so there was an 
equal portion for both? But again she weaved her 

magic and -  along came delightful little Jai. That 
really messed things up. Now I had to carve my 
LOVE into three smaller, but at least equal, parts. 
The stress of it was unbearable  until I realized that’s 
not how LOVE actually works. LOVE doesn’t divide 
but duplicates and multiplies, and does so infinitely 
and beautifully. Isn’t that why we love LOVE? As 
long as it’s warm, fuzzy, happy and positive?

 I love our family and the love that we surround 
each other with, but was that the greatest LOVE 
Story I owned?

Love in ReTURn foR aBUSe

 Growing up, I remember our neighbours - a 
woman and her alcoholic husband. I remember 
the shouting, the times he locked her and the kids 
out of the house when they returned home from 
church. For many years I wondered why she stayed 
with him. Nowadays throwing in the towel at the 
drop of a hat is encouraged if not justified, but she 
stuck with him. From all appearances she gave him 
only love in return for his abuse. My mom, still in 
touch with this neighbour, tells me that after 30 
years, her husband is free from alcoholism and a 
regular church going man. His relationship with 
his Creator and also his children, whom he spent 
years alienating, completely healed. I feel hugely 
for the man, because I can imagine he must have 
some weighty regrets. But I marvel especially at that 
woman’s tenacity, commitment and LOVE. For me 
it reinforces that LOVE indeed is the ultimate act 
of defiance and paradoxically thrives in the face of 
some horrific opposition. This memory is certainly 
one in treasure chest I will pass onto my children, 
but is it the greatest Love Story ever told?

Stephen de Jager

LOVE STORY
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doing the building (Ephesians 2:22). When the Holy 
Spirit does something, you are ministering before 
you even know about it. 

when God TakeS Up ReSidence

What an honour and privilege! God has a 
building project and we are part of it! Every time 
someone trusts Jesus Christ as Saviour, another 

“stone” is cemented into its place in the walls of 
this unique building. But just what is this building?  
In Ephesians 2:21,22 we discover that it is “a holy 
temple built by God… a temple in which God is quite 
at home”. To understand this we need to know that 
in Old Testament times God’s “home” was in the 
tabernacle in the wilderness and later in the temple 
in Jerusalem.  When God took up residence there 
he manifested his ‘moving in’ with a display of fire 
and light – the ‘shekinah.’  In the innermost room 
of the tabernacle and temple was the Holy of Holies 
which signified the presence of God. The Greek 
word for that room is “naos”.

What does this have to do with you and me today?  
Naos is the word used in verse 21 for “temple”!  
Paul is talking to each Christian and saying; “YOU 
are being built and fitted together in this building. 
YOU are joined to the cornerstone Jesus Christ and 
to one another. As this is happening YOU, together 
with other Christians are becoming the holy naos - 
the actual building in which God lives” (1Corinthians 

3:16, 17; 1 Peter 2:4-5). 
The day of Pentecost 30AD is one of the great 

turning points in the history of the world. On that 
day the shekinah passed over the temple in Jeru-
salem and descended upon an ordinary house in 
which the believers were gathered together. The fire 
divided and came to rest on each person in the room 
(Acts 2:1-4). By doing this, God was showing that 
through the Holy Spirit, he was beginning a new 
Temple – a temple that doesn’t consist of stones but 
people who believe and follow Jesus. People who 
don’t need a church in which to worship, but people 
who are the church. That is what God is building – 
and that’s who you are!  F2F

Two important exegetical notes:
•	 Each one of us is a temple (1Corinthians 6:19), but when 

joined to others, we become the temple (1Corinthians 3:16). 
The “you” is plural and refers to the Christian community, 
hence, the church. 

•	 “In the temple imagery of  2 Corinthians 6:16… Paul under-
stands God to be present  among  his people.  In making 
his point, he draws on the language of the new covenant 
promise of Ezekiel  37:27: ‘I will dwell among them and they 
shall be my people.’” Gordon Fee; Paul, the Spirit, and the 
People of God  p17

 I recently read this excerpt from William 
Havlicek’s book, Van Gogh’s untold journey. “Sadly, 
a church committee overseeing Vincent thought he 
suffered from ‘excessive zeal’ and fired him because 
he did not dress or preach eloquently.” Can you 
believe that? ‘Excessive Zeal?’  I am so grateful 
there are Evangelical Churches like Hillsong, where 
‘excessive zeal’ can be freely expressed. For this 
too is a demonstration of LOVE and who are we to 
dictate how that LOVE should be expressed? It also 
struck me how ‘supernatural’ excessive zeal is But 
is the ‘excessive zeal’ of millions around the world, 
the greatest LOVE Story ever told?

My brothers and sisters will tell you the greatest 
Love Story is a Creator laying down His life so His 
creation would have the potential to live forever. 
To some this doesn’t make any sense whatsoever, 
which is fine, this age is not yet done. Some habitu-
ally repeat this phrase  over and over in the hope 
that one day their words might impact them more 
than they do now. They will not be disappointed; 
their journey is not yet done. And then there are 
the broken-hearted,  like the man who once was a 
heavy drinker  who experiences this salvation daily 

- continuous tense.

paYinG iT foRwaRd

 “No greater love has a man than to lay down 
his life for his friends.” There are many ways to lay 

down one’s life. We often refer to Christ when we 
read this, but keep in mind that he  offended many 
people first, before submitting to death, so that he 
had very few  friends in the world when he died. 
And that right there is what makes this type of LOVE 
amazing.

He saw something others didn’t. He saw your 
future. He saw your potential, what you would 
become, your destiny. He saw you as a friend, a 
friend of God no less! He paid it forward. He 
invested and sowed into the future. Just like that 
woman sowed into her alcoholic husband, just 
like Jenni and I sowed in each other to form our 
relationship and our subsequent family, just like 
Dorothy did with JERRY MAGUIRE when she said to 
her friend, “I love him for the man he wants to be, 
and I love him for the man he almost is.” 

But what makes this type of paying-forward LOVE 
nothing less than revolutionary, is that we ourselves 
can, and do practice this perspective of speaking 
to the future, potential person. LOVE is the reason 
we embrace our children at the beginning of their 
young lives, and confidently say; “You are my son/
daughter, in whom I am well pleased,” just like it 
was said about Christ at the START, not the end, of 
his ministry.

 How we live up to that expectation, how grateful 
we are because of it, is largely up to us, and could 
very well be, the greatest LOVE Story ever told.  F2F

JUST anoTheR BRick in The waLL- Continued from pg 8
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What rings 
your bell?

Last week, accompanied 
by my long-time friend 
and colleague Curtis May, 

I visited the Muhammad Ali 
Centre in Louisville, Kentucky. 

Curtis is director of the Office of Reconciliation 
Ministries (ORM - atimetoreconcile.org), dedicated 
to bringing healing and reconciliation to people 
divided by racism 
and prejudice.

The Centre is a 
fascinating tribute 
to a remarkable 
man. Like Curtis, Ali 
grew up in a segre-
gated America, and 
the Centre has some 
poignant reminders 
of what some parts 
of this country were 
like before the Civil 
Rights Act. On one 
floor there is a 
display set up as a 
typical 1950s diner. 
But as you go to sit 
down at the counter, 
an angry voice calls 
out “Hey, you! What 
do you think you’re 
doing? We don’t 
want your kind in 
here.”

Curtis suddenly 
stopped, and for a 
moment a look of—
yes, it was fear—
crossed his face. He 
quickly recovered, 
realizing this was all part of the display. But that 
moment of fear was real.

Later we discussed it. “That announcement really 
rang your bell, didn’t it?” I asked.

“You noticed that?” Curtis replied. He admitted 
that for a moment that voice had resurrected 
memories of his early years in segregated Alabama, 
in a time when announcements like that were part 
of daily life. Although those days, thank God, are 
long gone in most places, the memories linger on, 
and the old wounds can be easily reopened.

Perhaps you have never been the victim of that 
kind of prejudice. But we all have had things done 
to us, or that we have done to others, that we wish 
we could put behind us. We think they are, to use 
religious language, “overcome.” Then a sudden 

temptation, a random encounter, or some stray 
words trigger the old response. The bell, that you 
hoped had been disconnected, is still wired in and 
can make you revert to a person you no longer 
want to be.

For a moment, my friend, an educated, mature 
and experienced pastor, was once again a hapless 
victim of prejudice. His response was fear. What is 
yours when that bell suddenly rings? Is it anger? 
Or greed? Lust, maybe? Do old resentments you 
thought were long buried bubble to the surface? 
Do you discover that lurking inside you there is still 

a racist, a thief, a 
drunkard, a bully or 
a liar? Or perhaps a 
personality stunted 
by an inferiority 
complex?

It is moments 
like this that we 
can really identify 
with Paul’s admis-
sion of weakness. “I 
do not understand 
what I do. For what 
I want to do I do 
not do, but what I 
hate I do” (Romans 
7:15). Paul, the 
great apostle and 
relentless evange-
list, realized that his 
old sins could, at 
times, still take him 
captive (v. 23).

This world is a 
brutal and unfor-
giving place. We 
will carry some of its 
scars and wounds 
with us until we die. 
And from time to 
time, when we least 

expect it, those wounds can be reopened and elicit 
a less than God-honouring response.

Is there no way out? Thankfully, yes. Paul put 
it well when he went on to conclude: “What a 
wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this 
body that is subject to death? Thanks be to God, 
who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!” 
And I am certainly looking forward to that day when 
what Christ has done for me is perfectly worked out 
in me by his Holy Spirit. F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey

John Halford
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DOES 
GOD 

HAVE 
AN 

EGO?

“Let’s face it; God 
has a big ego 
problem. Why 

do we always have to 
worship him?  In all the 
religious books I have read 
God proclaims himself 
as a super being, wanting 
the whole world to lick 
his boots. God seems 
to have a big ego... who 
does he think he is!”  

These are just some of the comments 
that screamed at me as I browsed ques-
tions about God and his existence on the 
internet. There appears to be a strong 
school of thought among several atheists 
and the non-religious who believe Chris-
tians have created a God of their own 
making... with a mega ego.  

We have the story of the Babylonian 
King, Nebuchadnezzar, about 606 BC, 
whose super ego was personified in his 
declaration... as he stood on the rooftop 
of his magnificent palace; “Is not this the 
great Babylon I have built as the royal resi-
dence, by my mighty power, and for the 
glory of my majesty?” (Daniel 4:30).  God 
soon brought him down to earth through 
the fulfilment of a dream which resulted 
in Nebuchadnezzar being reduced to a 
mad animal-like being that ate grass 
for seven years.  His hair grew like the 

Bob Klynsmith
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feathers of an eagle and his nails became like the 
claws of a bird during this time.   

God wanted the king to learn and understand 
that the Most High allows whomsoever he pleases 
to rule in the kingdoms of the earth.   Nebucha-
dnezzar was completely transformed through this 
period of humiliation to the point where he not only 
came to appreciate and sincerely acknowledge the 
sovereignty of the true God, but also insisted that all 
his subjects bow down to the God of Israel.  

In essence, God revealed his supremacy as the 
majestic God of the heavens who carries the ulti-
mate authority over all the kingdoms of humankind.  
However, many will argue that this speaks even 
more strongly of an egocentric God, who demands 
adoration, obedience and worship.  

iS God conceRned and pReoccUpied 
wiTh hiMSeLf?

Let’s take a moment to examine what egocentric 
means.  It has its beginnings in the ‘id, ego and 
superego model of the mind’ developed by Sigmund 
Freud, known as the father of psychoanalysis and 
one of the most influential thinkers of the early 
twentieth century.  Various dictionaries, including 
the Dictionary of Psychology by J.P. Chaplin sitting 
on my bookshelf, essentially define egocentric 
as ‘concerned and preoccupied with the self, self 
centred, selfish, and the noun... a self centred 
person or egotist.’   

Yet, the proclivity of human beings to create gods 
of their own making through the aeons of time is 
clearly evidenced in the pages of ancient and 
modern literature.  Pagan worship of a plethora of 
gods and the crafting of idols after such gods has 
threaded its way into the very fabric of civilisations 
throughout history, and continues to this day.  

Should we not therefore deem it appropriate 
for our Father to powerfully and spectacularly 
command the attention of humankind to the reality 
that there is only one Sovereign God who created 
the vast and magnificent splendour of the universe?  
And in so doing, God creates the space for people 
to enter into the loving embrace of the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.  

The Apostle John’s aptly describes the essence 
of who God is in 1 John 4:16, 9-10: “God is love...  
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent 
his one and only Son into the world that we might 
live through him... he loved us and sent his Son as 
an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  We also note in 1 
John 3:16 “This is how we know what love is:  Jesus 
Christ laid down his life for us.”  And in John 3:16 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son that whoever believes in him will not perish 
but have eternal life.”  God sent his Son to die for 
you so you can live and receive the gift of eternal 
life. 

The absence of ego and the presence of a deep 
abiding sacrificial love are clearly demonstrated in 
Philippians 2:6-8 “Who [Jesus], being in very nature 
God, did not consider equality with God something 
to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking 

the very nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, 
he humbled himself and became obedient to death 

- even the death on the cross.”  Think for a moment 
about the depth of Jesus’ sacrifice.  How he emptied 
himself and became sin incarnate for you. 

Here we find the antithesis of egocentricity... as 
far as the East is from the West.  The very thought 
of an egocentric God evaporates as we gasp in 
amazement at the wonder of His unfathomable 
love.  Indeed, God is about healing your human 
brokenness (egocentric nature) in a fallen world 
and giving you refreshing newness of hope and 
vitality in Christ.  

BecoMe a whoLe new peRSon

The Apostle Paul explains in 2 Corinthians 5:17 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has 
come: the old has gone, the new is here.”  He adds 
in Ephesians 4:22-24 “...put off your old self (ego) 
which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires... to 
be made new in the attitudes of your minds and to 
put on the new self, created to be like God in true 
righteousness and holiness.” The astounding truth is 
that God through Jesus and the indwelling presence 
of the Holy Spirit inspires you to let go of your old 
self (ego) and become a whole new person in him.  

Herein lies our awe-inspiring potential in Christ, 
leading to a relationship that will enable you to 
become more fully yourself as you blossom into 
the person you were created to be.  The pages of 
the Bible are filled with the good news of the inde-
scribable opportunity you have been given, to grow 
to your full potential in the presence of his divine 
embrace, now and for all eternity.  

In the book entitled Jesus Manifesto by Leonard 
Sweet and Frank Viola we read; “Knowing Christ as 
your “rest” and allowing him to live his life through 
you is one of the most freeing things you can know 
as a Christian.  Resting in Christ doesn’t mean being 
passive.  It means allowing the Lord to do the heavy 
lifting.”

True worship embodies a wholehearted relation-
ship with the Triune God... living in the presence 
of the Lord and creating the room for him to flow 
continuously, powerfully and deeply in your hearts, 
each and every day; in everything you do whether it 
be in song, praise, thanksgiving, adoration, respect, 
devotion, prayer, meditation, relationships or your 
work.  This is very unlike the blind subservience and 
fear-filled worship of an egotist such as Nebucha-
dnezzar and the gigantic 90 foot high and 9 foot 
wide gold image he erected to himself, before he 
was humbled under the Almighty hand of God.   

Contemporary psychologists Sigmund Freud 
and Carl Jung gave a fitting description of human 
nature in the egocentric model, which is gener-
ally in keeping with the state of the human mind 
as a result of the fall of humankind.  What a stark 
contrast to the selflessness of the Triune God who 

“is love.”  God is the personification of love, who 
died so you can enter into a faith-filled, dynamic, 
life-giving eternal relationship with Him.   F2F
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 A Heart Like His

What if, for one day, Jesus 
were to become you?

What if, for twenty-four hours, Jesus 
wakes up in your bed, walks in your shoes, lives 
in your house, assumes your schedule? Your boss 
becomes his boss, your mother becomes his mother, 
your pains become his pains? With one exception, 
nothing about our life changes. Your health doesn’t 
change. Your circumstances don’t change. Your 
schedule isn’t altered. Your problems aren’t solved. 
Only one change occurs. What if, for one day and 
one night, Jesus lives your life with his heart? Your 
heart gets the day off, and your life is led by the 
heart of Christ. His 
priorities govern 
your actions. His 
passions drive your 
decisions. His love 
directs your behavior.

What would 
you be like? Would 
people notice 
a change? Your 
family—would they 
see something new? 
Your co-workers—
would they sense 
a difference? What 
about the less fortu-
nate? Would you 
treat them the same? 
And your friends? 
Would they detect 
more joy? How 
about your enemies? 
Would they receive 
more mercy from 
Christ’s heart than 
from yours?

And you? How would you feel? What alterations 
would this transplant have on your stress level? Your 
mood swings? Your temper? Would you sleep better? 
Would you see sunsets differently? Death differ-
ently? Taxes differently? Any chance you’d need 
fewer aspirin or sedatives? How about your reac-
tion to traffic delays? (Ouch, that touched a nerve.) 
Would you still dread what you are dreading? Better 
yet, would you still do what you are doing? Would 
you still do what you had planned to do for the next 
twenty-four hours? 

 Pause and think about your schedule. Obliga-
tions. Engagements. Outings. Appointments. With 
Jesus taking over your heart, would anything 
change? Keep working on this for a moment. Adjust 
the lens of your imagination until you have a clear 

picture of Jesus leading your life, then snap the 
shutter and frame the image.

whaT God wanTS foR YoU

What you see is what God wants. He wants you 
to “think and act like Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5).
God’s plan for you is nothing short of a new heart. 
If you were a car, God would want control of your 
engine. If you were a computer, God would claim 
the software and the hard drive. If you were an 
airplane, he’d take his seat in the cockpit. But you 
are a person, so God wants to change your heart.

“But you were taught to be made new in your 
hearts, to become 
a new person. 
That new person 
is made to be like 
God—made to be 
truly good and holy” 
(Ephesians 4:23–24). 
God wants you to be 
just like Jesus. He 
wants you to have a 
heart like his.

I’m going to risk 
something here. It’s 
dangerous to sum 
up grand truths in 
one statement, but 
I’m going to try. If 
a sentence or two 
could capture God’s 
desire for each of 
us, it might read like 
this: God loves you 
just the way you are, 
but he refuses to 
leave you that way. 
He wants you to be 
just like Jesus.

God loves you just the way you are. If you think 
his love for you would be stronger if your faith 
were, you are wrong. If you think his love would be 
deeper if your thoughts were, wrong again. Don’t 
confuse God’s love with the love of people. The love 
of people often increases with performance and 
decreases with mistakes. Not so with God’s love.

He loves you right where you are. To quote my 
wife’s favorite author: God’s love never ceases. 
Never. Though we spurn him. Ignore him. Reject him. 
Despise him. Disobey him. He will not change. Our 
evil cannot diminish his love. Our goodness cannot 
increase it. Our faith does not earn it anymore than 
our stupidity jeopardizes it. God doesn’t love us less 
if we fail or more if we succeed. God’s love never 
ceases.

Max Ludaco
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God loves you just the way you are, but he refuses 
to leave you that way. When my daughter Jenna 
was a toddler, I used to take her to a park not far 
from our apartment. One day as she was playing in 
a sandbox, an ice-cream salesman approached us. 
I purchased her a treat, and when I turned to give 
it to her, I saw her mouth was full of sand. Where I 
intended to put a delicacy, she had put dirt.

Did I love her with dirt in her mouth? Abso-
lutely. Was she any less my daughter with dirt in 
her mouth? Of course not. Was I going to allow her 
to keep the dirt in her mouth? No way. I loved her 
right where she was, but I refused to leave her there. 
I carried her over to the water fountain and washed 
out her mouth. Why? Because I love her. God does 
the same for us. He holds us over the fountain. 

“Spit out the dirt, honey,” our Father urges. “I’ve got 
something better for you.” And so he cleanses us 
of filth: immorality, dishonesty, prejudice, bitterness, 
greed. We don’t enjoy the cleansing; sometimes we 
even opt for the dirt over the ice cream. “I can eat 
dirt if I want to!” we pout and proclaim. Which is 
true—we can. But if we do, the loss is ours. God has 
a better offer. He wants us to be just like Jesus.

YoU’Re noT STUck wiTh 
TodaY’S peRSonaLiTY

Isn’t that good news? You aren’t stuck with today’s 
personality. You aren’t condemned to “grumpydom.” 
You are tweakable. Even if you’ve worried each day 
of your life, you needn’t worry the rest of your life. 
So what if you were born a bigot? You don’t have 
to die one.

Where did we get the idea we can’t change? 
From whence come statements such as, “It’s just my 
nature to worry,” or, “I’ll always be pessimistic. I’m 
just that way,” or, “I have a bad temper. I can’t help 
the way I react”? Who says? Would we make similar 
statements about our bodies? “It’s just my nature 
to have a broken leg. I can’t do anything about it.” 
Of course not. If our bodies malfunction, we seek 
help. Shouldn’t we do the same with our hearts? 
Shouldn’t we seek aid for our sour attitudes? Can’t 
we request treatment for our selfish tirades? Of 
course we can. Jesus can change our hearts. 

He wants us to have a heart like his.
Can you imagine a better offer? F2F
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With her long, golden dress 
the little girl ran around 
with glee,a small, plastic 

tiara upon her head of blond hair. 
In between her playing, she suddenly stopped 

next to her mom, took off her tiara and put it on 
her mother’s head. “Now you can be a princess 
too mommy”, she said with joy. Watching all of this 
happen, I wondered what it is about fairy tales that 
children (and most adults too) love so much? My 
favourite movies are fairly tale, animation films like 
Shrek, Despicable Me and Nemo, to name but a 
few. C.S. Lewis once said, ““When I was ten, I read 
fairy tales in secret and would have been ashamed 
if I had been found doing so. Now that I am fifty, I 
read them openly. When I became a man I put away 
childish things, including the fear of childishness and 
the desire to be very grown up.”

Could part of the attraction be the adventure? All 
good fairly tales have a journey filled with numerous 
isolated, often unrelated, adventures along the way. 
Most of them involve overcoming obstacles that 
stand in the way of the hero or heroine getting to 
their final destination. The fire-breathing dragon 
blocking the rickety rope bridge, which is the only 
way across the deep, dark gorge to the castle. Or 
something similar. Most of these adventures or 
challenges seem insurmountable at first. There is 

just no way to beat this dragon and yet somehow 
it is done and on we go. I have never watched a 
fairly tale or read a fantasy novel, which have no 
obstacles along the way. If they exist they did not 
make the best-seller list. 

Could the attraction of fairly tales be the fact 
that a common pauper becomes a prince? Or a 
beautiful princess finds her knight in shining armour, 
who fights all those dragons and trolls to rescue her 
from the dungeon? Not just anybody, but her.

wheRe dReaMS coMe TRUe

Maybe the lure of all good fairly tales is all of 
the above, plus some more. They are filled with 
dreams that do come true. They are projections 
of our longing hearts, as CS Lewis also said. Most 
have beautiful far off places where troubles disap-
pear with a wave of a wand or the flash of a sword. 
Finally, an important ingredient in all good fairly 
tales is that they all have happy endings. 

Then life happens. We grow up and fairy tales 
lose their magic for us, because they all happen in 
never-never land. The tiara the little girl put on her 
mother’s head was after all, just cheap plastic, not 
real diamonds set in pure silver. No real princess. 
Or am I wrong?

There is a story about a young orphan girl who 
grows up poor, with a life full of daily grind and 
hardships. People look down on her and see her as 
a nobody. Even some of her own family think she is 

ONCE UPON A 
HAPPY EVER AFTER

Johannes Maree

w w w. f a c e 2 f a c e . o r g . z a1 6



only good for washing clothes and scrubbing floors. 
Then one day the king has a banquet. The prince 
is looking for his bride-to-be. Everyone is invited, 
but at first she doesn’t realise this. To cut a long 
story short, she eventually goes to the banquet and 
there meets her prince charming on the dance floor. 
Things go wrong and she runs away, but her prince 
comes looking for her and finds her. And they live 
happily ever after. Heard this story before? No, it’s 
not Cinderella. In fact, it’s not even a fairly tale - it 
is a true story. You’ll find it throughout the pages of 
the Bible. It’s our story.

Jesus, the prince of the universe, came to this 
earth for each one of us. He chose each one of us 
personally (Ephesians1:4; 1 Thessalonians1:4). He 
came that we may have life and have it more abun-
dantly (John 10:10). No doubt, we will still have 
problems and difficulties. There will still be many 
dragons along our life’s path, but be of good cheer 
and have peace in your heart, because Jesus has 
overcome the world (John 16:33; Luke 11:22). He 
has slain the dragons for us. He has rescued us from 
the dungeon. The king of the universe has prepared 
a great banquet and he has personally invited each 
one of us (Luke 14:16). Even those of us who feel 
poor and blind and incapable of making it through 
this life (Luke 14: 21).

oUR pRince in ShininG aRMoUR

We are all princes and princesses. We are not 
nobodies, we are the children of the king of the 
universe, the living God (Ephesians1:4-5,11).Ours 

is an election assured and Jesus has promised that 
he will never leave us nor forsake us (Hebrews13:5).

In all fairly tales there are times when the hero is 
just too tired to carry on and ready to give up. This 
happens in real life as well, just in case you didn’t 
know. Please understand that I am not making light 
of the hardships and heartaches many people have 
to face each day. It is no joke. It is real and hard to 
bear.But it is even more true and real that at times 
like these we need to hang onto the promises of 
Jesus (our prince in shining armour). 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me. For I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew11: 
28).Not even in fairly tales will you find this kind or 
rest. 

But what about the ending? Do we all live happily 
ever after? Well, it wouldn’t be a great story if it 
didn’t have a happy ending. In fact, when you really 
understand God’s plan for us, you will see that it is 
even more fantastic than the wildest fantasy tale. 
One of my favourite sections in the Bible is found 
in Revelation chapter 21. It is a sneak glimpse of 
the ending to the story. Read the whole chapter, it’s 
beautiful. We will be his people and God himself 
will be with us and be our God. “He will wipe away 
all our tears, and there will be no more death, or 
sadness, or crying or pain. For the former things will 
have passed away” (Revelation 21:3-4).

… and we all lived happily ever after.  F2F
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MeRcY foR aLL - Continued on pg 21

Have you ever tried to read 
a book and then just put it 
down because the charac-

ters portrayed are too unbelievable?  
One of the coolest things about the Bible is that 

the heroes are totally authentic, with flaws, just like 
you and me, yet God still loves them and uses them 
despite this.  

King David was an adulterous murderer, and yet 
because of his humble and repentant attitude he 
was called a man after God’s own heart. Rahab the 
prostitute is an unlikely character to be honoured 
in the Bible, but not only is she recognised for her 
faith, she is recorded as one of the ancestors in 
Christ’s genealogy. We read about Peter, the one to 
whom Christ entrusted the founding of the church, 
denying his Lord and friend, even though just a few 
hours earlier he was emphatic that he would never 
do such a thing!

And then we have Paul, who fell out with many 
other Christians, and we see him struggling to over-
come sin as he laments “I decide to do good, but I 
don’t really do it; I decide not to do bad, but then I 
do it anyway.”(Message- Romans 7:19).

If you are anything like me, you can totally relate 
to this. Sometimes it feels like the harder I try the 
more often I fail.

I was pondering this quandary a few weeks back, 
while preparing a sermon message, and I read a 
scripture that I had read over so many times before. 
I had one of those ‘Aha!’ moments that is going 
to change my Christian walk.  Already I notice a 
change. 

Late yesterday afternoon I was fighting (yep.. 
that’s the only way to describe my driving!) traffic, 
trying to get off the N3 highway at the William 
Nichol off-ramp. I found myself  backing off and 
giving way to a taxi that was illegally crossing a 
solid white barrier line to jump the exit queue. I can 
imagine my wife Marissa’s jaw drop open as she 
reads this, and her shaking her head. I picture my 
kids’ eyes large with disbelief and exclaiming ‘no 
way!’ 

Unfortunately I too am as flawed - ok, more 
flawed than the Bible greats, and the worst of me 
comes out when I get behind the wheel to drive. I’m 
the ‘perfect driver’ and I can never understand why 
other road users are so inconsiderate and I often 
wonder out loud where they bought their driver’s 
licences? Everyone driving slower than me is incom-
petent and shouldn’t be on the road - everyone 
driving faster than me is a reckless idiot! 

pRoSecUTion oR defence?

On a daily or even hourly basis we are faced 
with two choices when it comes to how we will react 
to others. Will we join the prosecution team and 

Mercy 
for ALL!

 Tim Maguire
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The Christian church 
down through the ages 
has always regarded the 

Bible as indispensable for its 
worship, devotion and life. 

Its very existence is bound up with it. The church 
would not be what it is without it. Holy Scripture is 
part of the air it breathes and the food it eats.

I learned of the importance of the Bible as a 
young child and was encouraged and taught to 
read it and memorize it. I studied it both on my own 
and with others—
I’m glad I did, now 
years later. The 
study of the Bible 
has always been an 
essential part of my 
ministry in serving 
others whether 
it was teaching 
it, preaching from 
it, studying it with 
small groups of 
other Christians, or 
referring to it when 
counseling others. 
When I attended 
seminary my primary 
focus was the study 
and interpretation 
of Scripture. It was 
so important to me 
that I was willing to 
try to learn Hebrew 
and Greek to see if I 
could understand Scripture better!

Along the way, I learned that there were various 
ways the nature and place of Scripture was under-
stood and various ways to make use of it. Some 
of these seemed better than others, while some 
seemed to lead to the misuse of Scripture, or even 
to making it irrelevant. I read books and took 
courses to sort out these issues hoping I could find 
some wisdom in all this not only to help me, but to 
pass on to others.

Scripture is so essential to the Christian faith 
that most denominations have an official statement 
concerning the importance and place of Scripture. 
GCI is no exception. These summaries can be a 
good place to start reflection on the nature, purpose 

and right use of Scripture. GCI’s statement is brief, 
to the point and fairly comprehensive:

The Holy Scriptures are by God’s grace sanctified 
to serve as his inspired Word and faithful witness to 
Jesus Christ and the gospel. They are the fully reliable 
record of God’s revelation to humanity culminating 
in his self-revelation in the incarnate Son. As such, 
Holy Scripture is foundational to the church and 
infallible in all matters of faith and salvation.

Let’s explore what’s behind this theological 
summary of our understanding of Scripture. We 
do so not so we can enter into endless debate or 
prove ourselves superior to other Christians who 
might have a different view. And I don’t think we 

simply want a theory 
about it. We seek 
understanding of 
Scripture because 
we highly value it 
and want to honor 
and make proper 
use of it. We want to 
handle it well so we 
can get the most out 
of it. And these very 
things Holy Scripture 
itself encourages us 
to do. We also can 
recall that others in 
church history have 
benefited greatly 
through a deep 
understanding of 
Scripture and how 
to interpret it. But in 
the end, I think we 
want to grasp and 
use it well because 

we hope to get to know even better the God of the 
Bible in whom we put our faith.

BY God’S GRace

Many of us have sung the childhood song that 
says: “Jesus loves me, this I know—for the Bible tells 
me so.” And that’s true enough. However there’s 
a different way to sing that verse that is also true: 

“Jesus loves me this I know—so the Bible tells me 
so!” This second way is reflected in the GCI state-
ment that the Bible is God’s gift to us, a gift of grace 
and so of his love. Because God loves us in and 
through Christ, he has graciously provided us his 
written Word.

God didn’t have to do so, but his love for us, his 

Gary Deddo

scripture – God’s gift
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creatures, has moved him to provide us with his 
Word in written form. God’s love for us comes first, 
then follows his provision of the Bible. We wouldn’t 
really be able to know and love God if God hadn’t 
first loved us and communicated to us through his 
written Word. God gives us his word in Scripture 
because he loves us and wants us to know that he 
does. We should always remember that the Bible is 
God’s gracious gift of love to us.

God conTinUeS To eMpoweR hiS woRd

But that’s not the 
end of it. Human 
words in and of 
themselves don’t 
have the capacity 
to reveal to us the 
truth and reality of 
God. Human words 
are just that, human. 
They derive primarily 
from our human 
experiences. But 
God is not a creature 
and can’t be simply 
grasped in creaturely 
terms, concepts and 
ideas. Words, when 
referring to God, 
don’t mean exactly 
the same thing as 
when they refer to 
creation. So we can 
say we “love” and 
we can say God 

“loves.” But God’s 
love far exceeds our love. We use the same word, 
but we don’t mean the same thing when we use it 
of God compared to when we use it of ourselves. 
Yet our love can be a dim mirror image of God’s 
love. So God himself has to sanctify, make holy and 
adequate, our mere human words so we can use 
them to accurately and faithfully refer to the God of 
the Bible and not lead us into misunderstandings of 
God and his ways.

The God of the Bible is active and continually 
gracious to us by superintending our reading and 
interpretation of Scripture, helping us to see how 
they uniquely make God and his ways known to us. 
He has not become mute since the Bible came into 
existence. God continues to speak in and through 
his written Word, enabling it to refer to him and not 
just to creaturely ideas or realities. The God of the 
Bible continues to speak his word to us through this 
gift of written revelation.

If God ceased to be personally involved and 
stopped empowering the written word to accom-
plish the miraculous feat of enabling us to know 
him, then God would not be truly known. We would 
simply have human and creaturely ideas about God 
to consider and nothing more. The result would 
likely be not much better than the ancient Greek 
and Roman mythological gods.

inSpiRed BY The SpiRiT

If we ask, “How has God spoken and made 
himself known to us?” it turns out that this work 
involves the whole of God, that is, the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. The word “inspired” means “God 
breathed.” The Holy Spirit is identified as the wind or 
breath of God. By the Spirit of God, certain people 
down through the ages were called, appointed and 
specially enabled to speak authoritatively for God. 
They were “inbreathed” by the Spirit. How exactly 
the Spirit works we do not and cannot know. But we 

have been told that 
the Spirit can and 
has empowered first 
the prophets of the 
Old Testament and 
then the apostles of 
the New Testament.

The Spirit seems 
to take into account 
everything about a 
particular prophetic 
or apostolic author 
and graciously 
makes use of them. 
The Spirit incorpo-
rates their language, 
culture and social-
political background 
as well as their own 
relationship with 
God into his commu-
nicative purposes. 
The Spirit uses the 
human elements of 

the selected prophets and apostles. But the Spirit 
uses these elements in a way that enables them to 
refer far beyond creaturely realities. The Spirit takes 
charge of them in a way that gives those words a 
capacity to communicate that they could never have 
on their own.

So by the Spirit, Scripture as a whole serves as a 
written form of communication that God can contin-
ually use to make himself and his ways known to his 
people down through the ages. If the Spirit was not 
at work with these individuals, we would not have 
any authoritative and trustworthy access to God’s 
word. So we can thank God for choosing certain 
individuals down through the ages and, by his Spirit, 
inspiring them to speak faithfully for him.

pRovidenTiaL pReSeRvaTion

We have these written words because they have 
somehow been preserved for us down through the 
ages. This too must be regarded as the gracious 
work and gift of God. Because of his great love for 
us the God of the Bible not only kicked things off by 
selecting and inspiring certain individuals, but also 
by overseeing them being handed on and finally 
collected together. We call this form of God’s grace 
his providence.

Apparently an aspect of God’s providential 
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oversight also included some inspired editing of 
preexisting material. God providentially maintained 
contact with his written word and with the process 
by which it was canonized (brought together in an 
authoritative collection). Of course if the God of 
the Bible wanted us to have a written witness to 
his Word, then we shouldn’t be surprised that God 
would also have to anticipate and secure its pres-
ervation down through the ages (you do, after all, 
have to be pretty smart to be God!).

The SeLf-ReveLaTion

The gracious gift of revelation as it traces through 
history does reach a crucial high-point. All the 
prophetic words prepare for and look forward to the 
self-revelation of God in Jesus Christ, the Incarnate 
Son of God. And all the apostolic writings look back 
to the time and place where God himself, as himself, 
reveals and interprets himself in and through Jesus 
Christ.

In Jesus, we don’t have simply another inspired 
word about God, but the Living Word of God 
himself, in person—in time and space and in flesh 
and blood. So Jesus tells us that he is, himself, the 
Way, the Truth and the Life. He does not show us a 
way or tell us about the truth or give us things that 
lead to life. He himself is these things. Thus God’s 
gracious revelatory work reaches a qualitatively 
different level with the birth of the Word of God in 
human form. And, as it turns out, the written word 

of God’s Spirit-inspired prophets and apostles point 
to the fulfillment of their own word with the coming 
of the Living Word.

John the Baptist, as the last of the prophets and 
representative of them all, serves as an authorita-
tive witness when he points to Jesus as being the 
Light, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of 
the world, the Messiah and the Son of God (John 
1:8; 29-34). John proclaimed that Jesus came 
before him and is the one who baptizes with the 
Spirit. Therefore John said he must decrease and 
Jesus increase, for Jesus is the center of the center 
of God’s revelatory work and thus stands at the very 
center of Holy Scripture.

faiThfUL and infaLLiBLe

The written word derives its authority and faith-
fulness from the Father, through the Son and in the 
Spirit. Because God is the living and speaking God, 
we have a written word that puts us in touch with 
the Living Word of God, all by the Spirit. The Bible’s 
authority is established and maintained by a living 
and real connection of God to the Bible. Scripture 
can serve as it does because it remains connected 
to the infallible God. The Bible’s authority and faith-
fulness is not in itself, apart from God, but in its 
actual, continuing connection with the Father, Son/
Word and Spirit. So when we read or listen to the 
Bible, we can expect to hear the living, triune God 
speak to us once again.  F2F

demand justice, or will we be part of the defence 
team and look for acquittal and mercy? Well which 
team is Christ a part of? That’s the team I want to 
be on.

There is a story of a woman going to a photog-
rapher and demanding of him, ‘Do me justice’. The 
photographer whispered to his assistant, ‘What this 
woman needs is not justice, but mercy.’

We too need mercy. Our human hunger for 
justice (usually for others, but not ourselves!)  is one 
of our greatest shortcomings and misunderstand-
ings of  God’s love and mercy.  In Micah 6:8 we 
read “And what does the LORD require of you? To act 
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your 
God.”  Way too many people love justice instead of 
loving mercy and acting justly, as God requires.

There is one thing that I am certain of. All those 
clambering for justice today will be singing a very 
different tune when standing before our Lord and 
Judge.

By this time you are probably muttering, ‘Yes 
Tim, I know, but like Paul, even though I want to 
treat others mercifully, I usually mess up.’ Well it is 
here that the ‘Aha’ verse I read takes on a whole 
new significance, and I hope for you it will be as life 
changing as it is for me.

waRninG- don’t read on unless you want 
your life changed forever!

Christ explains to us in Matthew 25:40 and 45,  

that whatever you do (or do not do) for even one 
of ‘the least of these’, you do (or do not do) for HIM. 
Think about that for a moment. Chew on it. Ask 
the Holy Spirit to open your mind and give you full 
understanding. Do you grasp the full significance of 
what Christ is saying to us here? 

He specifically mentions the ‘least of them’ - 
those looked down on and despised by most. 

It’s not about whether the person deserves mercy 
or not. 

The Jews of the day viewed themselves as God’s 
elite and chosen people. All others were looked 
down upon. Not only the Samaritans, Romans and 
other gentiles, but the likes of tax collectors, lepers 
and prisoners. These were the despised of the day - 
our equivalent of convicted criminals, 419 scammers 
and taxi drivers!  Christ is here telling us that even 
they deserve our love and mercy, and when we act 
out of love towards them, as undeserving as we 
may think they are, we do it directly for HIM. For me, 
grasping that basic reality has made it a lot easier 
to back off and give a gap when I realise that it is 
Christ I’m giving the gap to.

You each have your own ‘taxi driver’. An unrea-
sonable boss, an unloving spouse, ungrateful friends 
or someone who is just having a bad day. In your 
interaction with them, and with this understanding, 
the only choice you are left with is “how will I treat 
Christ?”  F2F

MeRcY foR aLL- Continued from pg 18
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Gordon Green

King Solomon’s Mines
MODERN WISDOM FROM THE ANCIENT BOOK 
OF PROVERBS (PART 15) -  What in God’s name? 

Proverbs 18:10 tells us that 
“The name of the LORD 
is a fortified tower; the 

righteous run to it and are safe.”
What does that mean?  How can the name of 

God be a fortified tower? Why didn’t Solomon just 
write “The LORD is a fortified tower”?  How do we 
run to God’s name and how can his name make us 
safe?   

In every society, names are important. Your name 
can say a lot about you – your gender, your race, 
and perhaps even your parent’s politics or who their 
pop idol was when you were born. Some of us have 
picked up nick names, which also make a state-
ment about who and what we are. The people who 
lived in the Ancient Near East also placed a great 
emphasis on a name as it had great significance to 
the Hebrews. Parents would often think very care-
fully and pray about their child’s name, hoping that 
the child would grow to fill the potential of his or 
her name. 

A name was also important to God. We know that 
he would sometimes change a person’s name when 
he or she had a life-changing experience. Hebrew 
names were like short resumes, announcing “This is 
who I am.” For example, Abram became Abraham 
meaning “Father of a multitude”, so he could say “I 
am the father of a multitude. God is working it in 
me.” 

an aSpecT of God’S chaRacTeR

God also used Hebrew names to describe himself. 
Each one of his names is a description of an aspect 
of his character, who he is, what he has done and 
each one of those names is a promise to you. For 
instance, one of God’s names is Jehovah Shalom 
which means; “The Lord our Peace” (Judges 6:24). 
He is the God who gives us peace.  

Are you afraid? Do you feel anxious or depressed?  
You can have peace because God is your peace. 
When the Prince of Peace lives in you (Isaiah 9:6; 
Ephesians 2:14) he comes to your aid, changing 
people, relieving tension, altering difficult circum-
stances and calming your emotions and thought.

In Genesis 22:14 God called himself: “Jehovah 
Jireh” which meant “I will provide.” He was saying 
“You can count on me. You can come to me.” God 
says in so many ways, “Do you have a need?  I can 
meet that. Do you have another need?  I can meet 

that too.”  
So – getting 

back to Proverbs 
18:10, Solomon 
is saying that every-
thing about God that is 
summed up in his names, like 

– his peace, eternal faithfulness, his mercy, his love 
– is a fortified tower for us.

For thousands of years castles were built to 
defend the local people from their enemies. The 
walls were high and almost impregnable. When 
raiders invaded the land the locals fled from their 
villages and fields to the castles, where they felt 
safe and secure. In the same way, Solomon says, 
the righteous run to God. They don’t walk. They 
don’t waste any time. They run to God and are safe. 

“Safe” means to be lifted up and safe from attacks. 

Each one of God’s names is a 
description of an aspect of his 
character, who he is, what he 

has done and each one of those 
names is a promise to you

“But” we may argue, “this is only for righteous 
people. I’m not good. I’m not godly. I fail so often, I 
think ungodly thoughts….” Another name for God 
is Jehovah-Tsidkenu: “The Lord Our Righteousness” 
(Jeremiah 33:16). This means that God provides 
righteousness to us, ultimately in the person of his 
Son, Jesus Christ, who became sin for us “that we 
in him  might become the righteousness of God” (2 
Corinthians 5:21). So we don’t have to struggle to 
be righteous – Jesus has made us righteous. There-
fore you can find the strength and confidence to go 
on in frightening and uncertain times –even when 

-  especially when - you feel unrighteous. 

faLSe SecURiTieS

We make a tragic mistake when we run to the 
wrong place for safety. The next verse in Proverbs 
warns us: “The wealth of the rich is their fortified 
city.” This doesn’t only apply to money - it can be 
anything that we turn to to alleviate our worries, 
pain and the stresses of life – alcohol, drugs, a 
certain career, even a person.  Solomon pointed out 
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– and he would know from his own bitter experience 
– that these are false securities. Anything besides 
God that you look to as your ultimate security will 
never give you what you need.

Our LORD is not a vague, 
impersonal idea. His name 
is Father and he loves you 
deeply and unconditionally. 
He is someone with whom you 
can develop a personal and 
loving  relationship. When you 
are going through hard times 
call upon him in the absolute 
confidence that he will act “for 
his names sake”(Psalm 23:4). 
Ask him to help you under-
stand who he has declared 
himself to be.  

Many years ago when my 
children were still very young there was a horrific 
storm during the night and lightning struck near our 
home causing a power failure. The children were 
terrified. With lightning flashing and thunder clap-
ping all around them they ran as fast as they could 

through the dark calling out for us. We all ended 
up lying in our bed and my wife and I held them 
tightly. Very soon they fell asleep. They trusted that 

everything would be just fine 
because mom and dad were 
there on the bed with them.  

No matter what you are 
going through right now you 
can rest and find strength 
because your Father is with 
you right now and his arms 
are around you. God says 

“I am Jehovah Shammah 
(Ezekiel 48:35): “I am the 
God who is always there.” 
There is no place you will go 
that God is not with you. God 
has been in your past. He’s 
in your present. He will be in 
your future. He’s in the good 

times and the bad. He is always with you. 

Run to him ‘for his name’s sake’.  F2F

Joseph Tkach

I had mixed feelings when I learned that the library 
building at our original headquarters in Pasadena, 
California had been demolished. 

Though I knew it was just a building, this particular 
location held historical value for our denomination 
and to me personally. It’s funny how we get attached 
to things like buildings. Most 
of us have seen old homes, 
churches, or schools that 
hold significant memories in 
our lives torn down. We have 
to conclude these places have 
served their purpose and it’s 
time to move on.

It makes me think about 
how Jesus’ disciples felt 
when they went with him 
to the temple. They were 

“country boys” and were 
overawed by the Temple’s 
magnificent architecture 
and by its meaning in their 
lives. Imagine their surprise 
when Jesus himself said 
the following in Matthew 
24:2, “Truly I tell you, not one stone here will be left 
on another; every one will be thrown down.” What 
Jesus was predicting was unthinkable. The Temple 
was their headquarters, the centre of their religious 
life, and it was physical evidence that God dwells with 
his people. It was where the Shekinah – the holy fire 
that symbolized God’s approval and acceptance – had 
entered into and come down onto the altar when the 
temple was dedicated. How could God allow such a 
holy building to be demolished?

What the disciples did not yet understand was that 
God was now dwelling with his people in a different 
way – through the person of Jesus. This would change 
the way people viewed God, the way they worshipped, 
and the whole structure of their religious practices. 
The disciples began to understand on the day of 

Pentecost when the shekinah 
came again to Jerusalem. 
This time, however, it passed 
over the temple and came 
to an ordinary house. There 
the fire divided and hovered 
over the individuals gathered 
in an upper room. By doing 
this, God was showing that 
through the Holy Spirit, he 
would begin to build a new 
Temple – a temple not made 
of hands, but made of people 
who believed and followed 
Jesus.

The apostle Peter said 
the following: “you also, like 
living stones, are being built 
into a spiritual house to be a 

holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices accept-
able to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:4-5). The 
new temple is being built by God and doesn’t consist 
of stones or metal or other building materials. The 
new temple consists of people – people who don’t need 
a special place in which to worship, but people who 
worship in spirit and in truth wherever they are.

This new temple is the temple you and I are part 
of; this is a temple that can never be demolished.  F2F

the temple that Can not be demolished 
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