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PRAYING FOR 
PARKING 

Is God too busy with 

important things to 

listen to trivial requests? 

DID THE DEVIL REALLY 

MAKE ME DO IT? 

What kind of a role 

does the devil play? 

SPIRITUAL WARFARE AND YOU 
 

Deliverance, bondage breaking, the 

tearing down of Satanic strongholds. Are 

these ideas safe, and are there pitfalls?
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What is so great 
about Jesus?



Editorial

Hi friends,
I was chatting to someone a few days ago, and 

he was trying to explain to me how it’s our greatest 
responsibility to serve God. 

All too often ‘service to God’ is the battle cry 
heard in way too many churches. Unfortunately this 
is a residue left over from primitive pagan religions, 
who spent their entire life trying to appease some 
angry god. And as a result, way too much emphasis 
is placed on service to God, even in modern day 
Christianity. Many consider that if they don’t live up 
to the demands that they imagine God places on 
them, they will be punished in some way.

Some serve through fear, others motivated by a 
feeling of responsibility. The real error with this kind 
of thinking is that God needs something from you 
or me.

When the Apostle Paul addressed the pagans 
on Mars Hill, he made it abundantly clear that God 
needs nothing from us: “The God who made the 
world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and 
earth and does not live in temples built by human 
hands. And he is not served by human hands, as if he 
needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone 

life and breath and everything else”(Acts 17:24-25).
God is a giver. He is totally self sufficient and 

doesn’t need man to do anything for him. Yes, that’s 
the bad news. The good news is that he wants you, 
not as a maid, but as his beloved Bride!

Of course we should serve God, but that service 
should flow out of the love we have for him, not 
out of fear or a feeling of obligation. His love for 
us motivates us to love him back thru joyful acts of 
service. When we fully comprehend his love, we will 
discover a passion to serve him and the burden will 
be lifted.

Through the pages of Face to Face Magazine, it 
is our hope to open your eyes to the Almighty God, 
who needs nothing from us, but whose greatest 
desire is for us to have a personal and intimate 
relationship with him, and serve him with joy in our 
hearts!

Happy readings
Tim 
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Faith Revisited

A year ago, I started 
preaching a series through 
the book of Hebrews. 

It has been an exciting journey of discovery. 
The epistle of Hebrews was written to believers 
who knew the old covenant and Old Testament 
scriptures well. The writer quotes repeatedly from 
the Old Testament to make his points. As you read 
the book of Hebrews, you begin to realize that the 
writer’s intention was to help these believers who 
were steeped in old covenant history and practices, 
to begin to see Jesus in those historical events and 
practices.

The writer starts the book by introducing the main 
subject of his letter, that is, Jesus, the Son of God. 
He says: “In the past God spoke to our ancestors 
through the prophets at many times and in various 
ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us 
by his Son...” (Hebrews 1:1, 2 NIV)

He then goes on to show that all that they 
esteemed highly in their history and religious prac-
tices pointed to Jesus, who is the substance and 
reality behind them. He argues that Jesus is superior 
or greater than Moses, he is superior to the angels, 
he is superior to the tabernacle, he is superior to 
the high priests, he is superior to all sacrifices that 
have been offered throughout their history, and he 
is the Sabbath Rest. The thrust of his argument is 
that Jesus is the embodiment of those things. Jesus 
himself equated himself to the temple/tabernacle 
when he said “destroy the temple and I will raise it 
in three days.” 

GREATER THAN MOSES

In Hebrews chapter 3, the writer shows that 
Moses, who the Hebrews considered the greatest 
of all the prophets, was faithful as a servant of God, 
but “Jesus has been found worthy of greater honour 
than Moses...”(Hebrews 3:3 NIV). Jesus is not just a 
servant, he is the Son of God. “Christ is faithful as 
the Son over God’s house.” (Hebrews 3: 6 NIV)

In chapter 10, the writer then gives a summa-
tion of the point he has been trying to make from 
chapter 1 to Chapter 9. What is that point? The 
point is this: “The law is only a shadow of the good 
things that are coming—not the realities themselves.” 
(Hebrews 10:1 NIV). Paul makes the same point in 
the epistle to the Colossians. Speaking about food 
and drink, religious festivals, new moon observa-
tions and Sabbath observations, he says “these are 
a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, 
however, is found in Christ.” (Colossians 2:17 NIV). 
When Jesus spoke to the disciples that he met on 
the road to Emmaus, “beginning with Moses and all 
the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in 
all the Scriptures concerning himself.” (Luke 24:27 
NIV)

After showing them that Jesus is the reality 
behind those things, he starts to encourage them to 
hold on to the assurance that Jesus gives. He shows 
them that the old covenant rituals and sacrifices are 
of no help, and that Jesus is the perfect sacrifice. It 
is him we must believe in. We are saved by grace 
through faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of God. He 
then quotes the prophet Habakkuk, who they will 
have been familiar with. “But my righteous one will 
live by faith. And I take no pleasure in the one who 
shrinks back.” (Hebrews 10:38). He encourages 
them not to be those who shrink back into Judaism, 

“but those who have faith and are saved” (Hebrews 
10:39).

In chapter 11, he starts by describing what this 
faith is that saves. “Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 
(Hebrews 11:1 NKJV) Remember what he has been 
trying to tell his readers throughout this book. He 
has been telling them to fix their eyes on Jesus, 
who is the confession or profession of their faith 
(Hebrews 3:1). 

ASK THE ‘WHO’ QUESTION

Hebrews 11:1 is one of the most famous verses 
of the whole Bible. I think it is also one of the most 
misunderstood. If faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen, we need 
to know what is the substance of things hoped for, 
and what is the evidence of things not seen. The 
problem begins when we ask the what question, 
instead of the who question.

The word translated substance in Hebrews 11:1 
in the New King James Version comes from the 
Greek hupostasis, hypostasis in English. Various 
translations use different words depending on 
what they think is meant by the writer. Words like 
substance, confidence, reality, being, and person 
are used in various Bible translations. It has been 
used only five times in the Greek New Testament. 
Three of those uses are in the book of Hebrews. It 
is my view that the writer of Hebrews uses this word 
three times in the same sense. 

The first use is at the very beginning of Hebrews. 
“The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the 
exact representation of his being...” (Hebrews 1:3 
NIV).The word translated being is hypostasis. Here, 
the writer says the Son is the exact representation 
of God’s being, or nature, or substance. In other 
words, the Son is not a shadow of God, he is the 
very substance of who God is.

The second time the word hypostasis is used in 
Hebrews is in 3:14. The Holman Christian Standard 
Bible puts it this way: “For we have become compan-
ions of the Messiah if we hold firmly until the end 
the reality that we had at the start.” (Hebrews 3:14 
HCSB). The word translated reality is hypostasis. 
He is telling them that they share in Christ when 
they hold on to his reality which they had when 

 Takalani Musekwa
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they first believed. To them Jesus was not an idea.
He was a reality. He was a real person that many 
saw and talked to. He does not want that reality to 
fade away, such that they go back to the shadows 
of the old covenant practices. Many of his readers 
were still offering sacrifices at the temple, which 
the writer is saying have been superseded by the 
perfect sacrifice of Jesus.(Hebrews 9:14)

The problem begins when 
we ask the what question, 

instead of the who question.

The third usage of the word hypostasis in Hebrews 
is in Hebrews 11:1. “Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” 
(Hebrews 11:1 NKJV). In the context of the book, 
and the way the writer has used this word in the 
first two instances, I think the writer is not telling us 
what faith is. He is telling us Who faith is! He says 
Faith=the substance of things hoped for. Faith=the 
evidence of things not seen. I believe the writer has 
spent all his time from 
chapter 1-10 of Hebrews 
telling us that Jesus is 
the substance of that 
which we hope for. He is 
the evidence(substance) 
of the invisible God. I 
believe the writer is 
being diplomatic to his 
readers. He does not 
tell them to stop making 
sacrifice, or to stop going 
to the temple building, or 
to stop listening to their 
high priests. He is hoping 
that by convincing 
them that Jesus is the 
substance and reality 
behind all those things, 
that will make them 
stop those practices, and 
fix their eyes on Jesus 
(Hebrews 3:1).

PROOF OF WHAT WE 
CANNOT SEE

Hebrews 11 is there-
fore not about what 
faith is, but about who 
faith is. Jesus is the 
substance of our faith. 
He is the substance of what we confess in our faith 
(Hebrews 3:1). He is the substance of the things we 
hope for. We hope for the resurrection and eternal 
life. He is the resurrection and the life. “And this is 
the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and 
this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has life; he 
who does not have the Son of God does not have life” 
(I John 5:11, 12 NKJV). 

Jesus is the evidence or proof of what we still 
cannot see. He is God come from heaven. He was 
resurrected from the dead in a glorious body. He is 

proof that what we hope for, what we believe, what 
we have faith in, is true. He is the Truth itself. The 
writer is saying to us that our faith is not a fairy tale. 
Faith is not what we have no proof of. He is saying 
that Jesus is the substance and evidence of what 
we believe. We believe in the unseen God because 
we have seen the one who is the substance of his 
reality, his being, or his person. 

“The Son is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn over all creation. For in him all things were 
created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things have been created through him 
and for him” (Colossians 1:15, 16 NIV).

“By faith we understand that the universe was 
formed at God’s command, so that what is seen 
was not made out of what was visible. By faith Abel 
brought God a better offering than Cain did. By faith 
he was commended as righteous, when God spoke 
well of his offerings. And by faith Abel still speaks, 
even though he is dead” (Hebrews 11:3, 4 NIV).

It is through Jesus that we believe that the universe 
was created by God. It is for him and through 
him that it was created ( John 1:3). It is through 
the grace of Jesus that Abel offered an acceptable 

sacrifice, which was a 
shadow of the sacrifice 
of Jesus himself. The 
sacrifice of Jesus is 
the only sacrifice that 
God finds accept-
able. Therefore, Abel’s 
sacrifice finds its accept-
ance in the reality or 
substance of Jesus’ 
sacrifice, because it was 
only a shadow of Jesus’ 
sacrifice.

I know you have 
heard that faith is 
believing in something 
as if it is true, as if you 
can see it. If you can 
see it, you can have it. I 
believe that is a misun-
derstanding of Who 
faith is. Our faith is not 
a figment of our imagi-
nation. It is a reality. We 
have the evidence of 
our faith. Jesus is that 
evidence! Therefore 
when you read the faith 
stories of Hebrews 11, 
please realize that Jesus 
is the substance and 

reality behind those stories. When the writer says 
“By faith”, he wants to force the reader to cast his 
or her eyes on Jesus. It was by Jesus, through Jesus, 
and in Jesus, that all those faith heroes did what 
they did. “You study the Scriptures diligently because 
you think that in them you have eternal life. These 
are the very Scriptures that testify about me.” (John 
5:39 NIV).  F2F
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Johannes Maree

PRAYING FOR 
PARKING

Recently I joined in on a 
conversation between 
two of my friends talking 

about the fact that they would 
always pray for parking when 
going somewhere 
by car, like to a 
shopping mall. 

On the other hand, I 
have another friend who 
refuses to pray for parking. 
His argument is that God 
is too busy with more 
important things than to 
listen to requests for good 
parking spots. I think in 
some circles the issue has 
almost become a serious 
theological debate, albeit 
light-hearted. But just 
maybe the question of 
whether we should, or 
should not, pray for 
parking actually goes 
much deeper than parking lots. 

JESUS OUR EXAMPLE

The best example to look at would undoubtedly 
be Jesus Christ himself. He had a very resolute 
prayer life. He would pray at any given moment. 
Yet, it is also clear that he would purposely set aside 
time for prayer. Therefore, following Jesus’ example 
it looks like we should pray at all times. Or as the 
Apostle Paul said, “Pray without ceasing” (1Thes-
salonians.5:17). Many people foster this habit of 
praying throughout the day. The clue is that they 
seem to be talking to a close friend who is continually 
with them as they move through life. However, if we 
look at Jesus’ example, it is still important to make 
specific time for prayer alone, without any other 
distractions. We have numerous incidents of Jesus 
going off on his own to pray, e.g. (Matthew14:23). 

Jesus’ disciples obviously took notice of his prayer 
life, because although they most likely were used to 
praying, they still asked him to teach them to pray. 
Studying what is commonly known as the Lord’s 
Prayer (Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:5-13) helps us to 
see what and how we should pray. However, Jesus 
did not mean it to be the only prayer we should 
pray, or that each time we pray we have to include 
everything found in this prayer. One interesting 
point that I believe the disciples would have picked 
up on is that Jesus tells them to pray, “Our Father...” 
Right up front Jesus is letting them in on why we 

pray. God desires a personal relationship with us 
and therefore we can pray to him as our Heavenly 
Father. 

In some ways the real ‘Lord’s Prayer’ is found in 
Matthew 26:36 – 45. We have been blessed and 
honoured to have been able to listen in on this 
extremely personal and heartfelt prayer. Although 
Jesus was fully human, he was still fully God and yet 
prayer was still a deep, continuous integral part of 

his life. Just think then for 
a moment how important 
it should be in our daily 
lives. Prayer should be 
the air we breathe. 

THE PURPOSE OF 
PRAYER

The question is, what 
is the purpose of prayer 
in the first place? Unfor-
tunately many of us often 
tend to pray primarily for 
some or other physical 
thing. Sometimes our 
prayers are like shopping 
lists, or our Christmas gift 
list to Santa Clause. After 
all doesn’t the Bible say, 
‘Ask and it will be given to 

you” (Matthew 7:7)? The problem is that we tend to 
take verses such as this totally out of context. Now of 
course it is not wrong to ask God for physical things. 
Does it not say in Philippians chapter four that we 
should present our requests to God? However, once 
again the context in Philippians is that we should 
not be anxious about anything, but trust in God and 
also give thanks to him. Yet still, how many times 
in our lives does our loving God give us what we 
pray for? However, once again this is not the main 
purpose of prayer. The central reason for prayer is 
to build a close relationship with our loving Father 
in Heaven. I challenge you,for a week to pray daily 
without asking God for anything physical. For a 
week just praise and worship God in your prayers, 
and when speaking to him ask him to speak to you. 
Ask him to give you things like a deeper faith and 
trust in him and Jesus our Saviour. Ask him to give 
you more of his love, kindness and patience. It is 
a tough challenge, but you will be amazed at how 
it will change your perspective on life and more 
importantly deepen your relationship with God. 

WHAT ABOUT UNANSWERED PRAYERS?

A discussion that often arises amongst Christians 
is why hasn’t God answered my prayer? I have heard 
some scary reasons for unanswered prayer such as 

“Maybe you need to pray harder,” or “Maybe there is 
some deep sin in your life that you must first repent 
of before God will answer you.” The implications 
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are almost that you need to twist God’s arm a bit 
harder, or that you are obviously a sinner and there-
fore God can’t or won’t hear you. I somehow doubt 
the Biblical validity of such statements.

The truth is no prayer 
ever goes unanswered 
and no prayer is ever 
wasted. Somebody once 
said, “It feels like my 
prayers are just bouncing 
off the ceiling.” The 
implication was that they 
were not getting through 
to God’s ear in heaven. 
A very astute person 
answered saying, “That’s 
fine, because God is 
actually in the room with 
you”. God hears all of our 
prayers. 

Here’s a thought. 
Maybe the answer is “No.” 
Or maybe the answer 
is, “Yes, I’ve heard your 
prayer but you have to wait a while.” Our idea of 
answered prayer tends to be that it must be “yes” 
and quickly at that. Often the answer is not what 
we are looking for or expecting. It therefore either 

catches us by surprise or, if we are not rather waiting 
on the Lord, we miss it completely.

Most faiths have prayer as part of their religion 
and customs, but it is only in Christianity where 

the focus is foremost on 
building a closer, loving 
relationship with our God. 
In prayer we also learn 
to trust God fully. It is 
seldom easy to pray, “Your 
will O God be done, not 
mine”. Prayer is a massive 
subject and we have only 
scratched the surface for 
now.

I too pray for parking. 
Sometimes God says “Sure, 
no problem.” Other times 
the answer is, “Today you 
need to learn patience.” 
Pray for parking if you like, 
but don’t forget to also 
talk to our loving Father 
about everything on your 

heart, about the important things in life. Do it now, 
he is dying to have a chat with you. F2F
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Is change really possible?

‘Do not conform any 
longer to the pattern 
of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of 
your mind.’ (Romans 12:2 NIV).

These are words written by St Paul to the Chris-
tians in Rome. It is usually assumed that they apply 
to you and me, here and now. But is this realistic? 
And can anyone really be changed?

One of my recollections from the early years of 
my boyhood is that of the first time I was taken to 
see a pantomime. It was all something of a magical 
mystery tour to me and I remember being particu-
larly impressed with what is known as the ‘transfor-
mation scene’. The most famous of these comes in 
the story of Cinderella, when before your eyes the 
drab kitchen in which Cinderella is forced to do all 
sorts of menial work turns into the glittering ball-
room at the palace, where she meets the handsome 
prince.

It is the teaching of the Christian Faith that 
something just as sensational can happen in human 
life. No matter what age we are, no matter how 

tarnished we are, the Gospel says it is possible for 
us to be totally changed.

Scripture says it can be like being born all over 
again. Grown-up people can become children again. 
This is not only possible, it is absolutely necessary if 
God’s will for our eternal destiny is to be fulfilled.

To put it in the words of Jesus, ‘Unless you are 
converted and become like little children, you will by 
no means enter the Kingdom of Heaven.’1

FROM FOE TO FRIEND

There are plenty of examples of this in the Bible. 
Think of St Paul and the way he was changed on the 
road to Damascus. He started the journey a dedi-
cated enemy of the Christian Faith, full of bitterness 
and hate and a total determination to destroy the 
new religion, which he regarded as an absolute 
aberration.

He ended the journey not only as himself a 
Christian, but as the man who would spend the rest 
of his life spreading the Gospel around the known 
world. You can read the story in Acts, chapter nine.

Or what about the change in the life of St 
Matthew from making a highly profitable and none-
too-honest living, collecting taxes from his own 

Roy Lawrence
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people for the hated Roman occupying power to a 
totally new lifestyle in which he gave up all prospect 
of worldly gain as he tramped the dusty roads of 
Palestine with Jesus and his early followers?

Or what of Mary Magdalene, a wreck of a 
woman, totally shattered by life, who was trans-
formed into one of the most dedicated and depend-
able supporters of Jesus, destined to stay with him 
when nearly everybody else had fled for their lives? 
But this sort of transformation did not come to an 
end with Biblical times. St Augustine found that his 
conversion to Christianity involved a radical change.

Beforehand he was totally immoral. This is how 
he put it in his own words. ‘I took my fill of Hell. I ran 
wild in a rank forest of shady sexual adventures. My 
companions and I reeled and wallowed in filth. But 
you brought all that to an end, Lord.’

If we walk through life with 
Jesus change is not just 
possible, it is inevitable.

It was at this point that everything was turned 
upside down for him, and he went on to become 
a Christian teacher of unique and profound ability. 
We all owe him more than we realize in the way in 
which we understand our Faith.

NOT JUST IN BIBLICAL TIMES

Changes like this still happen. On one of my visits 
to Northern Ireland I met a converted UVF terrorist. 
He said to me, ‘When I met Jesus, he changed not 
only my own life but the lives of many others too. At 
the time I had twelve names on my death list. They 
would all be dead now, if Jesus had not changed me.’

So experience shows that deep transforming 
change is possible. But how does it happen? What 
is the secret?

Perhaps ordinary life gives us a clue. Isn’t it true 
that the thing that changes us most deeply – either 
for good or for ill – is the effect that other people 
have on us? In other words behind most personality 
change is the power of a transforming relationship.

Yvonne was a factory forewoman. For years the 
girls who worked under her hated her. They thought 
of her as unpleasant, overbearing and uncaring. 
Then one day everything changed. Yvonne started 
to show a happy and helpful side to her nature 
which beforehand nobody suspected could exist. 
They could not understand the difference in her 
until one of them spotted the engagement ring on 
her finger. There was a new relationship in her life 
and it made all the difference in the world.

You and I may well be able to think of relation-
ships which have changed us. For my own part I am 
well aware that my wife, Eira, and I have changed 
each other profoundly over the years. We think 
those changes are all for the good.

So what is the relationship at the heart of the 

Christian Faith which has caused such a change in 
so many lives?

The stories just told make it clear. They are all 
linked to the close and living relationship which 
Christians are privileged to have with Jesus. ‘God 
has called you,’ says St Paul, ‘to friendship with his 
son Jesus.’2 That’s the secret, that’s the factor that 
has power to change a money-grabber, thief or 
terrorist into a new person.

So how does this affect you and me? It is impor-
tant to know that we do need to change. It may well 
be that we have never been sensational sinners, but 
we are sinners, all of us. The Bible makes it clear. 
We are meant to love God with every fibre of our 
being and to love our neighbours as ourselves.3 We 
don’t do it. So ‘if we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us.’4

NO TIME LIKE THE PRESENT

This could well be the right time for you and me 
to check up on ourselves. There are two questions 
we should be asking. First, because Christian life 
is a journey and should never be static, think of 
yourself a year ago and ask ‘How have I changed 
during the last twelve months?’ If we are not sure 
of the answer, the second question is ‘How close 
am I keeping to Jesus?’ because he is the dynamic 
behind true Christian development. At the heart of 
the Christian Faith is the conviction that if we walk 
through life with Jesus change is not just possible, 
it is inevitable. Life in the presence of Christ, says 
scripture, involves ‘new creation’.5 We should be 
experiencing it day by day, and when our days on 
this planet come to an end, the transformation 
process will go on.

If I were to meet you as you are destined to 
become within the mystery of eternity, I might 
be tempted to fall on my knees and worship you. 
Already if your trust is in Jesus, God the Father has 
adopted you as his child. This is a marvellous thing 
in itself, but there is much more to come. ‘Now are 
we children of God and it has yet to be revealed what 
we shall be.’6 It is all too much for our tiny minds, 
but this is how Charles Wesley puts it: ‘Changed 
from glory into glory till in Heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, 
love and  praise.’

I may never have met you, but I can tell you with 
absolute certainty that you are already a miracle of 
creation and, if you let God have his way with you, 
the miracle has only just begun!  F2F

1 Matthew 18:3
2 1 Corinthians 1:9
3 Mark 12: 29-31
4 1 John 1:8
5 2 Corinthians 5:17
6 1 John 3:2
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James Henderson

Rita was confused. She 
had been a believer for 
over three years, and 

now a leading minister in her 
church was telling her that she 
was possessed by a demon. 

She had to be delivered. Satan had her in his grip, 
she was told, and perhaps there was also a curse 
that had been passed down to her by her ancestors. 
The minister advised her that if she attended an 
all-night session on Sunday at 8 pm, she would be 
released from “demonic bondage.” Rita knew she 
loved Jesus, and she trusted her minister. But could 
a demon really be in her Christian heart? What was 
she to do?

John had been attending his local church for 
well over 10 years. The congregation’s morale 
had gone through peaks and valleys, but he was 
comfortable there. A visiting preacher had given a 
stirring sermon on evangelism, and he said that the 

world must hear the gospel before it is too late. “We 
need to get involved in a meaningful action plan to 
reach unsaved peoples both in this community and 
around the world.”

John was excited. The preacher was right—the 
gospel must be preached. John decided to be a 
prayer warrior for evangelism, and began to attend 
the interdenominational prayer meetings. At one of 
these prayer meetings he learned that part of the 
plan for world evangelism must include defeating 
Satan and tearing down spiritual strongholds. 
Demons are in charge of nations, cities, even local 
communities, John was told. These demons have to 
be sought out and expelled before effective evan-
gelism could take place. John thought this idea was 
strange, but also plausible. Surely Satan must be 
defeated before evangelism could take place. But 
John was not sure—should he continue his involve-
ment with this group, or back out?

Deliverance. Bondage breaking. The binding of 
curses. The tearing down of Satanic strongholds. 
These are concepts that are pre-occupying many 
Christians today. Some popular theologians and 
other sincere men and women are teaching and 

Spiritual 
Warfare 
and You
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encouraging these ideas. But is it safe? Are there 
pitfalls?

If you go into your local bookshop you’ll see that 
some of the best sellers are on the subject of spir-
itual warfare. There are tapes and videos available, 
too. What is a believer to do? How can he or she be 
guided through all this sometimes conflicting mate-
rial to arrive at a balanced and biblically defensible 
view?

The Bible is clear that there is such a thing as 
spiritual warfare. 1 Peter 5:8 and Ephesians 6:12 
indicate that Satan is warring against the efforts 
of Christians in order to prevent the spread of the 
gospel. The Bible also explains that through Christ 
this battle is already won. We have the victory! 
(Colossians 1:13; Acts 26:18; 1 Corinthians 15:57; 
Romans 8:37-38). There is a clear foundation of 
biblical teaching that we already have the victory 
in Christ.

Here are six questions you can ask yourself when 
presented with material on the subject of spiritual 
warfare.

1. DOES THE TEACHING OR THE PRACTICE 
SUPPORT A DUALISTIC WORLD VIEW?

Dualism is the idea that two opposing cosmic 
powers – good and evil, or God and Satan – are 
locked in a perpetual struggle, and the outcome is 
not always clear. Sometimes good wins, sometimes 
evil. As you look around the world today some 
would come to the conclusion that evil has already 
won the battle. However, the biblical view is that 
Christ has already overcome the world (John 16:33) 
and that Satan is already defeated (Luke 4:1-13; 
Hebrews 2:14; Colossians 2:15).

The truth is that “The Lord God omnipotent 
reigns” (Revelation 19:6). Satan and the demons 
can operate in a limited way, and only as God 
allows. Many stories, like that of Job, illustrate this. 
Dualism is not an accurate picture of how the world 
is. It is a deception of the devil, who wants to be 
seen as equal with God.

Any teaching on spiritual warfare that directly or 
indirectly supports dualism is not biblically defen-
sible, and is therefore questionable. The idea of 
dualism diminishes God and puts him on an equal 
status with Satan. Thus this teaching, which is the 
basis of much deliverance ministry, is fundamentally 
wrong. We have the victory. God is greater than 
Satan.

2. DOES THE TEACHING OR THE PRACTICE 
LEAD TO ANIMISM OR SUPERSTITION?

Animism comes from the Latin word “anima,” 
which means breath or spirit. It is the view that the 
world is full of good and evil spirits, and humans 
have to find a way to manipulate or control the 
energy of those spirits for our own benefit. Animism 
is found in ancient religions and in New Age thinking. 
Controlling the spirit world is also the thought 
behind witchcraft and sorcery. Mediums try to make 
contact through rituals, spells and occult techniques. 
To look to ritual for the exercise of power is to place 
trust in magic.

This animistic thinking is mirrored in some Chris-
tian circles. A magical quality is sometimes given to 
such phrases as “in Jesus’ name.” “In Jesus’ name” 

is not some magical incantation, but rather it is 
recognition that Jesus Christ is our Mediator, and 
that through his saving grace we have freedom 
from the bondage of fear and destructive thinking.

Some people may try to command or bind spirits, 
which has to do with control and manipulation of 
the spirit world. James 4:7 and 1 Peter 5:9 explain 
that the Christian response to Satan is to resist, 
not to cast out or repeatedly bind him. There is no 
evidence in the New Testament to show that the 
apostles went on a “search and destroy” mission 
for demons. There were occasions when they were 
confronted by demonic activity in such a way that 
they had to act. As they encountered demons, they 
then dealt with them, bringing the focus always 
to Jesus. However, the apostles did not go around 
picking fights with demons and looking for trouble. 
Nor was the primary focus of ministry to be on the 
power to cast out demons in Jesus’ name, but rather 
it was on the joy of assurance of salvation (Luke 
10:20).

One of the problems with the “deliverance” 
approach is that Christians tend to become pre-
occupied with how Satan may or may not be 
affecting them. They naively attribute any problem 
to the working of Satan, which in effect can become 
superstition. We are told in Philippians that we 
should think on good and helpful matters, not on 
the negative things. We should be concentrating on 
our relationship with Jesus Christ, not wondering 
regularly about our relationship with Satan.

3. DOES THE TEACHING OR PRACTICE 
PROMOTE THE FEAR THAT CHRISTIANS 
CAN BE DEMONIZED?

Some evangelicals will say that it is possible for 
Christ and a demon to co-exist in a believer. Some 
even claim that even up to 85 percent of Christians 
are demonized! This teaching is frightening and 
does not lead to peace.

One young lady approached me on this a few 
months after her baptism. She had been told that 
even though she had God’s Spirit, she also had 
several demons. She was petrified and in tears. I 
explained that she need not be afraid, as God and 
Satan do not live side by side in the Christian. “For 
God has not given us a spirit of fear, but….of a sound 
mind” (2 Timothy 1:7).

The Bible does not substantiate the idea that 
demons co-exist with Christ in the believer. 1 John 
5:18 is encouraging to us in that it explains that 
we Christians are not touched by the evil one. 2 
Thessalonians 3:3 also reminds us that Jesus keeps 
us from evil, and we have faith that God does this, 
as we are exhorted to pray in the Lord’s Prayer – 

“deliver us from the evil one” (Matthew 6:13).
We can have faith in the promises of God, that 

we have been delivered, through the Cross, from 
the power of darkness, and that Jesus himself keeps 
us from evil. We are safe in his hands. We do not 
need to rely on quasi-magical Christian-sounding 
phrases and the dramatic waving of hands and 
commands shouted at real or imagined demons.

The joy of our salvation is that “Christ lives in” us 
(Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 3:17; John 17:21-23). 
The Bible does not endorse the idea that our Savior 
and our Adversary co-exists in us. Satan does not 
live in the believer: Jesus does. Demons may try to 
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oppress, or bring temptations in our way, but they 
cannot control us. The only way that a demon can 
possess a believer is if the believer gives him or 
herself over to a demon.

4. DOES THE TEACHING OR THE PRACTICE 
PROMOTE A FALSE VIEW OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT?

It is clear from the Bible that the Holy Spirit, the 
third person of the Trinity, is God. The Holy Spirit 
is not merely a good angel or powerful force 
emanating from God. The Holy Spirit is God. Unfor-
tunately, some people who are involved in spiritual 
warfare treat the Holy Spirit as if the Holy Spirit 
were a powerful angel or even a demon. We know 
from Romans 8:15 that the Holy Spirit is not the 
spirit of bondage but is the spirit of freedom, and 
John 14:16-17 explains that the Holy Spirit dwells 
in the believer.

When demons possess a person, they sometimes 
go in and out of the person whenever they wish. 
However, the Holy Spirit does not work that way. 
Once we receive the Holy Spirit, he abides with us, 
and 1 John 2:27 explains that the anointing, which 
we receive upon accepting Jesus Christ, remains 
with us.

Another danger is to regard the Holy Spirit as an 
agent of control. The Holy Spirit does not take over 
and control our minds against our will. God has not 
given us free will in order to take it away from us. 
It is Satan who wants to remove our free will. Our 
desire to submit to God’s will is voluntary, not by 
force. Some writers think that if we call on him to 
do so, the Holy Spirit will possess us so that he can 
manipulate us and force us to do what God wants. 
However, one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit dwelling 
within us is self-control (Galatians 5:23; 1 Corin-
thians 14:23). One of the results of Satanic posses-
sion is lack of self-control (Acts 19:16). The Holy 
Spirit never acts like a demon, and any teaching 
that suggests that he does is a heresy.

5. DOES THE TEACHING OR THE PRACTICE 
PLACE EXPERIENCE ABOVE THE SCRIP-
TURES?

Some people place their own spiritual experi-
ences above the teachings of Scripture. They will 
defend their position vigorously. “I don’t care what 
you say. I have had a real spiritual experience, and 
that carries more weight than all the scriptures you 
can throw at me.” What is wrong with this approach?

Some time ago I attended a Marriage Guid-
ance seminar. A man there was having problems 
with his wife (his viewpoint!) – his claim was that 
she did not sexually fulfill him, and as a result he 
was mistreating her (therefore implying it was all 
her fault – how we deceive ourselves!). The advice 
given to him was to have an affair! “Get sexually 
fulfilled outside the marriage,” a counselor said, 

“and then you will begin to have a better relation-
ship with your wife.” Afterwards the man did have 
an affair, mellowed towards his wife, and he ceased 
to verbally and emotionally abuse her. So, adultery 
works? Does this experience mean that we can 
dismiss the biblical teaching on extramarital sex? 
Can experience override Scripture?

The problem is the equation: experience = 

reality = truth. For the Christian, truth is not always 
predicated on the reality of presumed experience, 
and this is why we need faith. Reality can illustrate 
biblical truth, but it is not the foundation of it. John 
17:17 says that God’s word is truth. The reason we 
reject the idea that adultery “works” is that we know 
the Bible is the greater authority on moral truth. It is 
also the greater authority on spiritual truth.

Heresies and cults have often been built on 
the visions and spiritual experiences of founding 
prophets and prophetesses. All experiences – phys-
ical, mental, emotional and spiritual – have to be 
seen in the light of the Word of God. Be careful 
when someone claims that his or her experience is 
equal to or of greater value than the Scriptures.

6. DOES THE TEACHING OR THE PRACTICE 
HAVE VALIDATION IN SCRIPTURE?

Check the Scriptures, as the Bereans did, “to 
find out whether these things were so” (Acts 17:11). 
Many of the teachings and practices (teaching does 
not always agree with practice!) on the subject of 
spiritual warfare do not have validation in Scripture. 
Some clearly ignore biblical precedent, some go 
against the spirit of grace, and some have parallels 
in pagan theologies.

But doctrinal mistakes in these matters do not 
mean that there is no such thing as spiritual warfare. 
There is. We have the victory from God already, but 
Satan and his legions remain determined in their 
attack on us. We can relate to the comforting words 
of Jahaziel to Jehoshaphat and the people of Judah 
– “Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of this 
great multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God’s” 
(2 Chronicles 20:15).

James tells us to “submit to God. Resist the devil 
and he will flee from you” (James 4:7), and Peter 
also advises us to resist, at the same time not 
judging others and understanding that temptations 
and trials are common to all people (1 Peter 5:9).

Paul explains in Ephesians 6:12-18 that we fight 
against spiritual wickedness and against “principali-
ties and powers.” Using the same Greek terms, Paul 
also states in Colossians 2:15 that through his cruci-
fixion and resurrection, our Savior has “disarmed 
principalities and powers…triumphing over them.” 
He rejoices that “in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him that loved us…for I 
am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels 
nor principalities nor powers…can separate us from 
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Romans 8:37-39).

Paul goes on to say in the same section of Ephe-
sians that in order to “withstand in the evil day” we 
must put on the whole armor of God, thus submit-
ting to him, as James said. We have to do our part. 
It is like Proverbs 21:31 – “the horse is prepared for 
battle, but deliverance is of the Lord.”

There is nothing to fear. We have the victory. God 
is on the side of the Christians, and “if God be for us, 
who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31).  F2F
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BiBlE study

Can You Believe It?
Michael Morrison

A Study of John 20:18–29. 
Jesus died on a cross. So 
have many other people. But 

only one came back to life—Jesus. 
The early church announced the resurrection of 

Jesus, and it has been a key teaching of Christianity 
ever since. 

But some people find it hard to believe. There 
must be some sort of mistake—either a mistake in 
the diagnosis of death or a mistake in thinking that 
the person is alive again. 

Jesus knows that it’s hard to believe—an inci-
dent with Thomas illustrates this and has a lesson 
for us as well.

In John 20, we are told that some disciples found 
that Jesus was no longer in his tomb. He soon 
appeared to Mary, and she told the other disciples 
about it. But one woman’s word was not enough to 
convince them.

THE DISCIPLES SEE JESUS (VERSES 19-20)

“On the evening of that first day of the week, 
when the disciples were together, with the doors 
locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with 
you!’” We do not know exactly how Jesus got into 
the room on that Sunday evening, but John implies 
that it was in some supernatural way. Jesus could 
still do miracles.

He greeted them with peace, and “after he said 
this, he showed them his hands and side.” Appar-
ently there were still holes in his hands and a spear 
wound in the side—although the wounds caused by 
scourging were presumably gone. 

“The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the 
Lord.” They believed.

AUTHORIZED TO PREACH (VERSES 21-23)

Jesus repeated his greeting and then added, “As 
the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” This 
is John’s version of the Great Commission. Just as 
Jesus was sent to earth with a mission, so now this 
mission is given to the disciples. 

Jesus had promised that he would not abandon 
the disciples—he would come to them in the form 
of “another advocate…the Spirit of truth” (John 
14:16-18). Jesus fulfilled that promise: “And with 
that he breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the 
Holy Spirit.’” 

Some scholars think that Jesus was reissuing the 
promise and that it was not fulfilled until 50 days 
later, on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2). Others say  
the disciples received the Spirit at this time, and 

the Spirit came again in a visible way on the day of 
Pentecost. We do not need to resolve that question 
now, but we see here that Jesus was not a ghost, 
vision, or apparition—he was a living, breathing 
human being with a real body.

Jesus described the results of their mission: “If you 
forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you 
do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” Does 
this mean that God may want to forgive someone 
but will be thwarted by disciples who are not quite 
so gracious? No, Jesus is not giving the disciples the 
power to control what God can or cannot do.

Rather, he is speaking about what people expe-
rience. The context is the mission of the disciples: 
preaching the gospel. When the disciples preach 
forgiveness, people will experience forgiveness. 
When the disciples don’t preach it, people will not 
have the joy of knowing they are forgiven. Jesus 
wants the disciples to announce forgiveness to all 
the people God forgives (and that, as we find out 
elsewhere in the Bible, includes everyone).

THOMAS BELIEVES (VERSES 24-29)

However, one disciple was absent from the 
Sunday evening gathering. “Thomas (also known 
as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the 
disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples 
told him, ‘We have seen the Lord!’”

But he was skeptical. He said, “Unless I see the 
nail marks in his hands and put my finger where 
the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will 
not believe.” He wanted not just to see, but also to 
touch. 

Jesus gave him what he wanted: “A week later 
his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas 
was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be 
with you!’

“Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; 
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into 
my side. Stop doubting and believe.’” Jesus not only 
appeared—he knew what Thomas had said a week 
earlier.

We do not know whether Thomas touched Jesus, 
but he responded with faith. “Thomas said to him, 
‘My Lord and my God!’” Earlier, Thomas had called 
Jesus Lord (John 14:5); now he calls him God. As 
John tells us in the opening verse, “The Word was 
God” (John 1:1). John wants Thomas’s response to 
be ours as well, that we accept Jesus as our Lord 
and our God.

Jesus himself moves the discussion to future 
believers, including us: “Then Jesus told him, 
‘Because you have seen me, you have believed; 
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed.’”   F2F
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They were like sheep without 
a shepherd. So he began 
teaching them many things. 

When Jesus landed and saw a 
large crowd, he had compassion 
on them and healed their sick.

It’s a good thing those verses weren’t written 
about me. It’s a good thing thousands of people 
weren’t depending on Max for their teaching and 
nourishment. Especially on a day when I’d just 
heard of the death of a dear friend. Especially on 
a day when I wanted to be alone with my friends. 
Especially after I’d gotten into a boat to escape the 
crowds. Had that been me in Jesus’ sandals on that 
Bethsaida beach, the verses would read something 
like:

‘They were like sheep without a shepherd. So 
Max told them to quit grazing on his pasture and 
to head back to their pens. When Max landed and 
saw a large crowd, he mumbled something about 
how hard it was to get a day off, and radioed for the 
helicopter. Then he and the disciples escaped to a 
private retreat.’

It’s a good thing I wasn’t responsible for those 
people. I would have been in no mood to teach 
them, no mood to help them. I would have had no 
desire even to be with them.

But, as I think about it, Jesus had no desire to 
be with them either. After all, he did leave them, 
didn’t he? He had every intention of getting away 
and being alone. So what happened? Why didn’t 
he tell them to get lost? What made him change 
his mind and spend the day with the people he was 
trying to avoid? Answer? Take a look at five words 
in Matthew 14:14: “He had compassion on them.”

A GUT FEEL

The Greek word used for compassion in this 
passage is splanchnizomai, which won’t mean 
much to you unless you are in the health profes-
sions and studied “splanchnology” in school. If so, 
you remember that “splanchnology” is a study of 
the visceral parts. Or, in contemporary jargon, a 
study of the gut. When Matthew writes that Jesus 
had compassion on the people, he is not saying 
that Jesus felt casual pity for them. No, the term is 
far more graphic. Matthew is saying that Jesus felt 
their hurt in his gut:

Max Lucado

When 
Fishermen 
Don’t Fish
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• He felt the limp of the crippled.
• He felt the hurt of the diseased.
• He felt the loneliness of the leper.
• He felt the embarrassment of the sinful.
And once he felt their hurts, he couldn’t help 

but heal their hurts. He was moved in the stomach 
by their needs. He was so touched by their needs 
that he forgot his own needs. He was so moved by 
the people’s hurts that he put his hurts on the back 
burner.

Maybe that’s why God brings hurting people 
into your world, too. All solitude and no service 
equals selfishness. Some solitude and some service, 
however, equals perspective.

Here’s a story to illustrate my point. When I was 
in high school, our family used to fish every year 
during spring break. One year my brother and my 
mom couldn’t go, so my dad let me invite a friend. I 
asked Mark. He was a good 
pal and a great sport. He got 
permission from his parents, 
and we began planning our 
trip. Days before leaving, we 
could already anticipate the 
vacation. We could feel the 
sun warming our bodies as 
we floated in the boat. We 
could feel the yank of the 
rod and hear the spin of the 
reel as we wrestled the white 
bass into the boat. And we 
could smell the fish frying 
in an open skillet over an 
open fire. We could hardly 
wait. Days passed like cold 
molasses. Finally spring 
break arrived. We loaded 
our camper and set out for 
the lake.

We arrived late at night, unfolded the camper, 
and went to bed—dreaming of tomorrow’s day in 
the sun. 

But during the night, an unseasonably strong 
north wind blew in. It got cold fast! The wind was so 
strong that we could barely open the camper door 
the next morning. The sky was gray. The lake was a 
mountain range of white-topped waves. There was 
no way we could fish in that weather. “No problem,” 
we said. “We’ll spend the day in the camper. After 
all, we have Monopoly. We have Reader’s Digest. 
We all know a few jokes. It’s not what we came to 
do, but we’ll make the best of it and fish tomorrow.”

So, huddled in the camper with a Coleman stove 
and a Monopoly board, we three fishermen passed 
the day—indoors. The hours passed slowly, but they 
did pass. Night finally came, and we crawled into 
the sleeping bags dreaming of angling. Were we in 
for a surprise. The next morning it wasn’t the wind 
that made the door hard to open, it was the ice!

We tried to be cheerful. “No problem,” we 
mumbled. “We can play Monopoly …again. We can 
reread the stories in Reader’s Digest. And surely we 
know another joke or two.” But as courageous as 
we tried to be, it was obvious that some of the gray 

had left the sky and entered our camper.

 A DIFFERENT LIGHT

 I began to notice a few things I hadn’t seen 
before. I noticed that Mark had a few personality 
flaws. He was a bit too cocky about his opinions. He 
was easily irritated and constantly edgy. He couldn’t 
take any constructive criticism. Even though his 
socks did stink, he didn’t think it was my business 
to tell him. “Just looking out for the best interest 
of my dad’s camper,” I defended, expecting Dad to 
come to my aid. But Dad just sat over in the corner, 
reading. Humph, I thought, where is he when I need 
him? And then, I began to see Dad in a different 
light. When I mentioned to him that the eggs were 
soggy and the toast was burnt, he invited me to try 
my hand at the portable stove. Touchy, touchy, I said 
to myself. Nothing like being cooped up in a camper 
with someone to help you see his real nature.

It was a long day. It was 
a long, cold night. When we 
awoke the next morning to 
the sound of sleet slapping 
the canvas, we didn’t even 
pretend to be cheerful. We 
were flat-out grumpy. Mark 
became more of a jerk 
with each passing moment; 
I wondered what spell of 
ignorance I must have been 
in when I invited him. Dad 
couldn’t do anything right; 
I wondered how someone 
so irritable could have such 
an even-tempered son. We 
sat in misery the whole day, 
our fishing equipment still 
unpacked.

The next day was even 
colder. “We’re going home” were my father’s first 
words. No one objected. I learned a hard lesson 
that week. Not about fishing, but about people.

When those who are called to fish don’t fish, they 
fight. When energy intended to be used outside is 
used inside, the result is explosive. Instead of casting 
nets, we cast stones. Instead of extending helping 
hands, we point accusing fingers. Instead of being 
fishers of the lost, we become critics of the saved. 
Rather than helping the hurting, we hurt the helpers. 
The result? Church Scrooges. “Bah humbug” spiritu-
ality. Beady eyes searching for warts on others while 
ignoring the warts on the nose below. Crooked 
fingers that bypass strengths and point out weak-
nesses. Split churches. Poor testimonies. Broken 
hearts. Legalistic wars.

And, sadly, poor go unfed, confused go uncoun-
seled, and lost go unreached. When those who are 
called to fish don’t fish, they fight. But note the other 
side of this fish tale:

 When those who are called to fish, fish—they 
flourish. F2F

From :In the eye of the storm. Word Publishing © 1991. Used with 
permission
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DID THE 
DEVIL  

REALLY 
MAKE ME 

DO IT?

It’s usually a relatively harm-
less or funny story that ends 
with “the devil made me do it.” 

Something you couldn’t resist – like sneaking the 
last slice of chocolate cake from the fridge, picking 
wild flowers in a nature reserve, or speeding up -  
just a little - when another driver is overtaking you. 
Mostly though, we are not serious when we say this. 
We are only too aware that we decided to do it all 
by ourselves. We didn’t need the devil’s assistance.

So what kind of a role does the devil play? Is he 
just having fun waiting around to see where he can 
trip us up, or is he furious because he knows he is a 
defeated enemy whose days are numbered? 

Scripture gives us a great deal of insight as to 
the operations of the Evil One as Jesus called him 
(Matthew 11:6 NKJ).  Satan is a fallen angel who 
heads the evil forces in the spirit realm. He has a 
number of titles; Father of lies, Murderer, Adversary, 
Accuser of the Brethren, god of this world. 

LIAR

When the disciples asked Jesus when the great 
end time events would happen and what would be 
the sign of his coming, it seems like he didn’t quite 
answer their question. He warned them not to be 
deceived because there would be false prophets, 
false Christs, etc. He was far more concerned about 
them being led away from the truth, than about the 
time of his return. Lies are often subtle, just casting 
a little doubt here and there, asking a question, 
suggesting an alternative, leading someone astray 
and undermining faith in God. The first recorded 
lie – “Did God really say?…” (Genesis 3:1) had a 
catastrophic effect on human history. 

Was Judas Iscariot deceived into thinking that 
Jesus should be a conquering king, destined to 

release the Jews from bondage to the Roman 
Empire? At what point did he decide to betray 
Jesus? We don’t know precisely what inspired Judas 
to change his ideas, but Scripture tells us that Satan 
actually entered into him after the Last Supper (John 
13:27). 

Paul warns the Corinthian church how Satan 
masquerades as an angel of light, preaching 

“another Jesus,” a “different gospel.” He’s exasper-
ated with them for allowing some false apostles to 
turn their minds and hearts away from pure gospel 
of Christ to observing the law. He pleads with the 
Colossians not to be “taken captive through hollow 
and deceptive philosophy.” He urges Timothy, a 
fellow preacher and his “true son in the faith” “to 

“guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn 
away from…the opposing ideas of what is falsely 
called knowledge, which some have professed and in 
doing so, have wandered from the faith” (1Timothy 
6:20, 21). Satan told the first lie, but he will not 
have the last word. His days are numbered.

MURDERER

Jesus also said Satan was a murderer from the 
beginning (John 8:44). He inspired Cain to murder 
his brother Abel, and he has inspired every murder 
and act of violence since then. Crucifixion is one of 
the many tortuous methods of inflicting excruciating 
pain, suffering and death on its victims. The Roman 
soldiers did the deed, but where did the idea come 
from? Surely from the evil one!

Satan is also the self appointed Adversary of the 
Christian Church and the Accuser of the Brethren. 
He tried to get rid of Jesus shortly after he was born, 
and tempted him in every way possible during his 
life on earth, but to no avail. He only ‘succeeded’ 
at the crucifixion, which God allowed for fulfilment 
of his salvation plan. And the good news is that we 
have complete victory over the god of this world. 
Sometimes this doesn’t seem real to us. We are 

Hilary Jacobs
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stuck in our old ways of thinking, and we forget that  
Jesus overcame the enemy on our behalf when he 
offered himself a sacrifice for all sin at all times. I 
must admit that when I look at what’s going on 
around me, I’m tempted to feel depressed and 
disheartened. But our feelings are not necessarily 
truth.

 It can be scary to realize how the devil influ-
ences people to do despicable things. Just recently 
we were shocked to learn on a local TV progamme 
that there were certain churches right here in our 
own country whose pastors ‘did church’ on Sundays 
and sold drugs Monday to Saturday! When asked to 
explain, one of them simply said, ‘Church is about 
God, drug sales are about business.’ Whose busi-
ness? Well, the god of this world surely. 

In fact, there is even a church of Satan. A 
spokesman for the group maintained they 

“distanced themselves” from such things as murder 
or bloodletting of any kind, but strangely enough 
one of their followers just happened to brutally 
murder five members of his family.

BE AWARE OF HIS TACTICS

Please understand, the purpose of this article 
is not to put fear into the hearts of Christians. We 
absolutely do not have to fear this enemy, as he 
is defeated already, and after Christ’s return his 
influence in the earth will cease and his complete 
defeat will be obvious. But we should be aware of 
his tactics and the sway he holds over humanity 
by manipulation and deceit. The spiritual armour 

we need is freely given when we ask, and we are 
guided by the Holy Spirit so we will not fall into the 
devil’s trap. And how do we resist Satan? “Submit 
yourselves to God. Resist the devil and he will flee 
from you.. Come near to God and he will come near 
to you” (James 4:7-8).   We can rest and rejoice in 
our relationship with the Triune God, and have total 
confidence in the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

Looking at newscasts, reading newspapers and 
magazines and even personal experiences – can 
give the false impression that the devil is winning. 
He knows he’s lost the battle, and he is furiously 
trying to do his worst before his banishment from 
the world (Revelation 12:12). He is at present, “the 
ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now 
at work in those who are disobedient” (Ephesians 
2:2). 

Did he really make us do it? We may have given 
in to the temptation he put before us, but any sin is 
our own choice. The Apostle James makes it clear 
that we are tempted and enticed by our own evil 
desires. (James 1:14). We have all done so in the 
past and we may still do so in the future, but every 
sin, past, present and future has been forgiven. We 
have been drawn into an intimate relationship with 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Knowing this, we long to share the good news 
with all humanity that we have total victory in Jesus 
our Saviour. He has paid the price, sealed the deal 
and we are free. 

The truth has made us free! F2F

One of the hardest things we as Christians have 
to believe is that God has forgiven us. We know it’s 
true in theory, but when it comes down to the practical, 
everyday situations of life, we 
so often behave as if it’s not.

To forgive totally and 
without reservation is 
counter to our nature. I 
am sure you remember the 
discussion between Jesus 
and his disciples about how 
many times we should forgive 
someone who sins against us. 
He told them to forgive again 

– and again – and again – if 
necessary.

It’s hard to fathom that 
level of forgiveness. We’re 
not capable of it, so it’s diffi-
cult for us to comprehend 
that God is. We often forget 
that his forgiveness is not 
provisional. We feel that although God says he has 
removed our sins, he’s really waiting to punish us if 
we fail to live up to his standards.

This is the way we tend to forgive. We behave like 
trick birthday candles. When you try to blow them out, 
they light up again.

No matter how hard you try to blow them out – they 
keep coming back. These candles are a good repre-
sentation of how we tend to see ourselves as forgiven, 

and how we forgive others. 
But that is not how Divine 
forgiveness works. When 
we repent of our sins, God 
forgives and forgets. There 
is no further penalty, no 
negotiating, no resentment 
awaiting further judgment.

God does not want to 
think of you as a sinner. He 
sees you for what you truly 
are – a repentant human 
being, cleansed of all guilt, 
paid for and redeemed by 
Jesus. Remember what John 
the Baptist said of Jesus? 

“Behold! The Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the 
world!” (John 1:29). He does 

not temporarily set sin aside or just hide it.
God forgives totally, and that is how he wants us to 

see ourselves – and others – even though we are still 
imperfect.

When we ask for God’s forgiveness – it is given.  F2F

Joseph Tkach

BIRTHDAY CANDLES
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Scripture: God’s 
Gift – Part 2

In the first article on Scripture 
(Face to Face vol. 5 no. 3), we 
considered how Scripture is a 

gift of the living and speaking God. 
But this gift is not one that becomes separated 

from the giver. By the Spirit, God spoke through the 
prophets and then the apostles. And God continues 
to speak by the same Spirit through those God-
breathed written words.

If God fell mute and ceased to actively commu-
nicate with us in and through those written words, 
we would not have the true and authoritative word 
from God that he uses to make himself known. But 
the living and speaking God of the Bible does not 
remain at a deistic distance, winding up his Bible 
and then sending it out to mechanistically convey 
information about God. The very nature of God is to 
communicate himself, make himself known so that 
we might communicate with him as his children and 
so share in holy loving communion.

SCRIPTURE POINTS TO JESUS

One further point made in the previous issue 
confirms all this. God’s personal act of communi-
cation is in and through his Son, the Living Word. 
The whole of the written words of the prophets and 
apostles direct our attention to the Living Word, 
Jesus, the incarnate Son of God. This Jesus is God’s 
own self-communication, his own self-revelation to 
us. Jesus does not give us words from God, he is 
himself God’s Word to us. He expresses the very 
character of God as a speaking and communicating 
God. To hear Jesus is to hear God himself speaking 
to us, directly, in person, face to face.

So Jesus is at the center of the written Word, 
Scripture. But he is also behind all the words, the 

whole of the Bible, as its source, as the speech of 
God to us. He is the original Word and the final 
Word of God, the Alpha and Omega. In other words, 
by the incarnation of the Word of God, the author 
of the written word of God has come into the play, 
he has shown up in the person of Jesus. And as 
the author, Jesus himself indicates that he is at the 
center and behind it all.

When the Pharisees attempt to use Scripture (and 
their interpretation of it) against Jesus, he confronts 
them and says: “You search the scriptures because 
you think that in them you have eternal life; and 
it is they that testify on my behalf. Yet you refuse 
to come to me to have life” (John 5:39-40, NRSV 
throughout). Jesus has to tell them that he is the Lord 
[author] of the Sabbath (Luke 6:5) and that they are 
in no place to judge him by their pre-understanding 
of the Sabbath. When the author of Scripture shows 
up, we have to stop interpreting Jesus in terms of 
our pre-understandings of Scripture and interpret 
the written words in terms of Jesus, the Living Word.

Through his interaction with the men on the road 
to Emmaus after his resurrection, Jesus instructs us 
how to approach the written word of God. To help 
these disciples understand who he was and what 
he had gone through, this is what he did: “Then 
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he 
interpreted to them the things about himself in all 
the scriptures” (Luke 24:27). A bit later he explained 
to them: “‘These are my words that I spoke to you 
while I was still with you—that everything written 
about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and 
the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their 
minds to understand the scriptures” (Luke 24:44-
45).

THE MYSTERY UNVEILED

The written Word of God is to be interpreted in 
the light of the Living Word, for the purpose of the 

Gary Deddo
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written word is to direct us to the Living Word so that 
we might know who God is and what he has done 
for us. When we approach all of Scripture with Jesus 
himself as the interpretive key to it all, then we hear 
the word of God as it was meant to be heard.

Thomas F. Torrance used to explain it this way. It’s 
like reading a murder-mystery for the second time. 
The first time we’re looking for clues as to “who-
done-it.” But not everything is clear. Some things 
make sense and others don’t. Some things seem 
significant; others seem trivial. But in a well-crafted 
murder mystery, there will be plenty of clues. So 
many clues, in fact, that when it finally is revealed 
who committed the crime, we are somewhat 
surprised but also satisfied that it makes sense. We 
say, “Yes, there were clues all along. We just didn’t 
know which ones to pay attention to and didn’t see 
how they ‘added up.’”

Now, what would happen if we were to read 
the murder mystery a second time? Knowing “who-
done-it,” those early clues would not be irrelevant. 
Rather, we would see how really significant they 
were. We would be able to sort out the irrelevant 
clues from the meaningful ones. Those clues would 
stand out as even more extraordinary. “No wonder 
suspect A said X. No wonder suspect B did Y.” We 
would see what they mean, how they point to who 
committed the crime. We would end up valuing 
those clues and foreshadowings even more than on 
the first reading.

And that’s much what it’s like when properly 
reading the Bible. Knowing it all leads to what God 
has done in Jesus Christ, we don’t set that recog-
nition aside. Rather, we interpret the whole of the 
written Word in terms of its center, the Living Word 
of God. In that way the whole of Scripture is prop-
erly interpreted, the gift of God is properly received.

IT HELPS TO KNOW THE AUTHOR

Another way to say all this is that the Bible itself 
tells us whose Scripture this is. We know who the 
author is. We know where the Bible came from. 
It is not anonymous. So another analogy would 
be: reading the Bible is like reading a letter from 
someone you know and who knows you, not like 
getting junk mail from someone you don’t know 
and who doesn’t know or care about you. Reading 
these two types of mail are entirely different expe-
riences, aren’t they? Sometimes when I’ve gotten 

letters (or even emails) from those I know well, I 
can almost hear their voices as I read what they 
wrote. I know just how they’d say it. It sounds “just 
like them.” Reading the Bible should be like that. 
The more we get to know the heart, mind, purpose 
and attitudes of Jesus, the more we’ll hear his voice 
throughout all of Scripture and see how it points to 
him, the Son, and his mission as the self-revelation 
of the Father and the Spirit.

When reading and trying to understand Scrip-
ture out of the center of knowing whose scripture 
it is, another aspect of a proper approach becomes 
apparent. The primary purpose of all of Scripture is 
to reveal to us who this God is. That is, central to the 
message of all the biblical writers is to convey to us 
the nature, character, purpose and attitudes of our 
Creator and Redeemer God. They want us above all 
to know not just that some kind of god exists, but 
which God in particular and what this God is like. 
And they want their hearers to know who God is 
because the God they know wants to be known and 
is working though them to accomplish just that.

But the revelation that God is accomplishing is 
not just aimed at abstract, impersonal information. 
It reveals a God who has created us for relationship, 
communication, and holy love. Knowing this God 
involves interaction of faith, trust, praise, adoration, 
worship, and so we have fellowship and communion 
that includes our following in his ways; that is, our 
obedience. This knowing is not just a “knowing 
about,” but a knowing in a sense similar to how 
we hear of Adam knowing Eve and so conceiving 
a child.

By God’s acts of revelation, we come to know 
deeply who this God really is. Love for this God, the 
worship of this God, trust or faith in this God are 
responses to who God is. True knowledge of God 
that is accurate and faithful leads to true worship 
and living trust in this God.

Throughout the Old Testament, the most often 
and widely repeated description of God’s nature 
and character is his “steadfast love.” In the Psalms 
alone the Lord’s steadfast love is highlighted nearly 
120 times. Psalm 136 uniquely proclaims God’s 
steadfast love in the refrain of all its 26 verses. An 
expanded and slightly more comprehensive descrip-
tion found across the Old Testament echoes what the 
Lord revealed of himself to Moses: “The LORD, the 
LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 
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The other day I was driving 
home from work and 
noticed a newspaper 

poster advertising one of the 
main articles for that day. 

The poster read “Mandela compared to Jesus.” 
At first the statement shocked me. How could 
someone say something like that? Let’s face it, 
Mandela is an exceptional person, but would it be 
accurate to compare him with Jesus?

The poster title got me thinking though. Besides 
Mandela, there have been many great men that 
have walked the earth. In the last 100 years alone 
men like Mahatma Ghandi, Martin Luther King Jr as 
well as Nelson Mandela have, just like Jesus, taken 
on great injustices, faced what seemed were insur-
mountable odds and overcome them to become 
internationally renowned.

They all suffered for their respective causes, were 
beaten, imprisoned, endured threats and intimida-
tion, and faced death on many occasions. In the 
case of Ghandi and Martin Luther King Jr, they both 
paid the ultimate price by being assassinated. So 
what then makes Jesus so special? Why do more 
than two billion Christians worship him? 

JESUS WAS WITHOUT SIN

Neither Ghandi, Martin Luther King Jr nor 
Nelson Mandela ever claimed to never have sinned. 
Yet the new testament is filled with verses that attest 

to the fact the Jesus never sinned. In 1 Peter 2:22  
for example we read “He committed no sin, neither 
was deceit found in his mouth” and in Hebrews 4:15 
we read “For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one 
who in every respect has been tempted as we are, 
yet without sin.” Jesus was perfect in every way and 
unlike Mandela and the others, he never sinned.

JESUS CLAIMED TO BE GOD

Neither Ghandi, Martin Luther King Jr nor 
Nelson Mandela ever claimed to be God, but Jesus 
did. In John 10:30 Jesus said “I and the Father are 
one,” referring to God the Father. That is a pretty 
bold claim for anyone to make, yet Jesus did. It was 
for that reason that the Jews wanted to crucify him.

Throughout history others like Augustus Caeser 
and King Nebuchadnezzar also claimed to be divine, 
but their rule was not marked with peace, love and 
goodwill to all men, but rather with oppression, 
cruelty and a thirst for power. In stark contrast, Jesus’ 
ministry did not seek to make him rich, famous, or 
powerful, but rather to share the love of God with 
men and to bring the good news of salvation to all. 

JESUS WAS ACCREDITED BY MIRA-
CLES, WONDERS AND PROPHECIES

In Acts 2:22-23 the Apostle Peter says the 
following on Pentecost:  “People of Israel, listen to 
this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by 
God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which 
God did among you through him, as you yourselves 
know...”

Shaun de Greeff

WHAT IS SO GREAT ABOUT JESUS?
Photos of King,Ghandi and Mandela from www.wikipedia.org

w w w. f a c e 2 f a c e . o r g . z a2 0



and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.” 
The Old Testament prophets constantly held out to 
their hearers the nature and character of God, the 
only one worthy of their faithfulness and worship. 
However, the fullness of what God’s steadfast love 
means does not come into full view until we see 
it embodied and lived out in the incarnation, life, 
death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus, with his 
promise to return.

ASKING THE “WHO” QUESTION

Jesus himself made inquiring about and knowing 
who he was, of paramount importance. His teach-
ings and actions are designed to raise the ques-
tion: “Who then is this?” His parables prompted 
his hearers to inquire more deeply. We find him 
confronting his disciples with this question at two 
levels: “Who do people say that I am?” and then 
even more pointedly “Who do you say that I am?” 
(Mark 8:27, 29). Jesus himself makes the question 
of who central. We must do the same if we are to 
hear the Word of God (Living and so written) as it 
was meant to be heard.

What is disclosed in Jesus and preserved for us 
in the responses of the apostles and their writings 
is that God is not just graciously loving towards us, 

but is Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who have their 
being by being in triune holy love from all eternity 
before there ever was a creation. For Jesus is who 
he is in his eternal relationship of holy love to the 
Father and eternal Spirit. That is the deepest level 
of God’s self-revelation, where we discover who 
God is in God’s inner and eternal triune life.

So in our Bible study we should approach it as if 
we knew whose word it is, but continue to make our 
central question to listen and learn from it who God 
is. We should listen to what Scripture tells us about 
who God is as we interpret all of it out of its center—
God’s self-revelation in Jesus. This means that 
other questions we might like to ask first, or about 
which we are anxious, must be made secondary. For 
Scripture with Jesus at the center not only provides 
us with certain answers, it tells us what the right 
questions are! So the questions of what?, where?, 
when?, why? or how? must be made relative to the 
question of Who? For it is the key to all these other 
questions.

We now have laid out the basic orientation for 
our understanding of Scripture and how best to 
approach it. We will consider some further implica-
tions for listening to the Word of God in our next 
installment. F2F

Here Peter was addressing a crowd of people 
who had firsthand knowledge of Jesus. They saw 
the wonders and the miracles that he performed 
and some of them were probably there when he 
raised Lazarus, fed the 5000, cast out demons and 
healed the sick and the lame. Many people also 
witnessed Jesus after his resurrection. This was 
not just any man. He not only talked the talk, but 
walked the walk as well. Even with the technology 
we have today no one can duplicate the miracles 
that Jesus performed. No one today can turn water 
into wine instantly, resurrect the dead by command 
and multiply food at a whim.

Although this is all impressive, the most impres-
sive thing for me about the miracles and wonders 
associated with Jesus is that there were about 700 
prophesies that had to be fulfilled by the Messiah 
and that Jesus matched them all. These  prophesies 
were made more than a thousand years before his 
birth. 

To truly understand how remarkable it is that 
Jesus fulfilled these prophesies, all one has to do 
is look at the odds of any person matching this 
prophetic ‘fingerprint’. If we only looked at the odds 
for a random person fulfilling the top 300 proph-
esies concerning Jesus, we get an astonishing odds 
of 10 trillion trillion trillion trillion trillion trillion 
trillion trillion trillion trillion trillion trillion trillion 
trillion to one (10 157:1) . By way of comparison 
if we were to count the number of seconds since 
the estimated beginning of the universe (13.77 
billion years) we would get to a figure of 4.34 17 
or 4.34 trillion hundred thousand seconds. See the 
difference. The odds that Jesus fitted the prophetic 
fingerprint purely by accident are so small as to be 
impossible. The only way that Jesus matched all 
those prophesies was because he was God, and 
orchestrated the events to suit his will.

JESUS DESIRES AN INTIMATE 
RELATIONSHIP WITH YOU

People like Ghandi, Martin Luther King Jr and 
Mandela have many people that follow them, but 
for the average person having  any sort of relation-
ship with them is impossible. Jesus on the other 
hand invites us to have an intimate personal rela-
tionship with him. In John 17:20-23 Jesus is praying 
to God and says the following: “ ...I pray also for 
those who will believe in me through their message, 
that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are 
in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that 
the world may believe that you have sent me. I have 
given them the glory that you gave me, that they may 
be one as we are one— I in them and you in me—so 
that they may be brought to complete unity. Then 
the world will know that you sent me and have loved 
them even as you have loved me.”

Mandela does not know of my existence, and 
who can blame him, he is only a man. All of us 
however have access to Jesus.  You can share your 
deepest hopes, joys, fears and troubles with him. 
You are not a burden to him and he will never be 
too tired or too sick or to busy to listen to you. Jesus 
offers more than any great human can because he 
is more than just a human, he is God as well.

CONCLUSION

Although at the beginning of this article it might 
have looked as if we could compare Nelson Mandela 
to Jesus, we find that ultimately we can’t. We can 
compare Mandela with Ghandi and Martin Luther 
King Jr, but not to Jesus. That would be like trying to 
compare one drop of water with the Atlantic Ocean. 
There is just no comparison. The reality is that no 
one comes close to Jesus, period.  F2F
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Gordon Green

King Solomon’s Mines
MODERN WISDOM FROM THE ANCIENT BOOK 
OF PROVERBS (PART 16) -   
DON’T COUNT THE DAYS – MAKE THE DAYS COUNT 

Recently I visited my 
childhood home and 
school. The memories 

came flooding back, and I 
found myself longing for some 
of those “good old days”. 

But those days are over. Play-school began and 
ended. Graduation was saying goodbye and hello to 
new experiences in my journey through life.  Some 
of those experiences have been exciting and others 
painful - even frightening.  But one thing I have 
learnt is this: whether positive or negative, short or 
long, journeying is a natural part of our lives. 

The concept of “journey” is central to Scripture. 
The Bible describes life as a continual path with 
journeys beginning and ending, as we pass through 
many experiences. The Bible sometimes describes 
this as a “walk”.  For example, Noah and Enoch 

“walked with God” (Genesis 5:22-24; 6:9). When 
Abram was ninety-nine years old, God said that 
he “must walk” before him (Genesis 17:1). Many 
years later the Israelites journeyed from slavery and 
oppression in Egypt into the Promised Land. In the 
New Testament Paul implores Christians to “walk in 
a manner worthy of the calling with which we have 
been called” (Ephesians 4:1; NASB).  Jesus said he 
is “the Way” and his invitation is “follow me”. The 
early believers called themselves “The people of 
the Way” (Acts 9:2). It’s interesting that most of the 
journeys in the Bible have to do with walking with 
God. The  point?  Fall in step with God and walk 
together with him through life.

Because there is such an emphasis on journeys 
in the Bible it shouldn’t surprise us that the most 
famous verse in Proverbs teaches us how to walk on 
these journeys:  

PROVERBS 3:5-6

5: Trust in the LORD with all your heart

And do not lean on your own understanding.

6: In all your ways acknowledge Him,

And He will make your paths straight. (NASB)

“Put your whole life in God’s hands,” Solomon 
writes in verse five “and don’t rely on your own 
natural abilities, understanding or insight to make 
the right choices in life.”1 Then he says “In all your 
ways acknowledge him.” The word “ways” means 

pathways or 
journeys. We 
have our own 
personal jour-
neys.  Journeys  
within journeys. Journeys 
intersecting other peoples 
journeys. Journeys involving transitions in relation-
ships, seasons of illness and times of good health. 
Journeys begin, journeys end.  

In the Bible we read about the various personal 
journeys of people like Moses, Joseph and David. 
The apostle Paul was on a journey to Damascus 
when he was confronted by the risen Christ. In a 
matter of moments the direction of his life changed 
dramatically – in more ways than one! Some jour-
neys are like that. We don’t plan them. Yesterday we 
were heading in one direction and today everything 
has changed. Paul started the journey a dedicated 
enemy of the Christian Faith, full of bitterness and 
hate and a total determination to destroy Christianity. 
He ended the journey not only as a Christian, but as 
the man who would travel  on many different and 
challenging journeys to spread the gospel around 
the known world.    What about our journey? Where 
are we headed? 

THE HEART, NOT THE HEAD

We find the answer in the next word in verse 6: 
“acknowledge”.  The Hebrew word is yada and liter-
ally means “know”.  It is a word rich in meaning 
and carries the idea of coming to know someone 
intimately by observing, reflecting and experiencing.  
The opposite of this is to know through  second- 
hand information.  It is the difference between a 
student’s relationship to the material he studies and 
the relationship between a husband and wife.  This 
is knowledge of God that is not located in the head 
but in the heart. 

So he’s saying; as you walk along the paths of 
life get to know (yada) God. The goal is ongoing 
and it’s about getting to know Jesus in the journey 
– “in all your ways” acknowledge God.” In all your 
planned and unplanned journeys, in journeys that 
unfold because of foolish decisions and journeys 
in everyday, ordinary activities, Jesus desires your 
friendship.  

How do we attain such intimate knowledge of 
God?  Why not take a lesson from Jesus and find 
a quiet place away from the crowd and the inces-
sant clamour of the day, where you might be able 
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to spend a few minutes each day with God? What 
about switching off the television and phone for a 
half hour or so. Just some time when you and God 
can be alone together: time to listen to him, rest in 
him, to reflect, to pray (Psalm 37:7). I also would 
like to encourage you to make Ephesians 3:19 your 
personal life-prayer. In it Paul prays that his readers 
will “know the love of Christ.”

Then Solomon says that God “will make your 
paths straight.” That means God will make your 
journey a pleasant path. That doesn’t mean you will 
have a journey without pain, hurt and confusion but 
in all your difficulties God’s presence and power will 
sustain, encourage and bless you. 2

Recently my granddaughter called me “grandpa” 
for the first time. I jokingly said to my son; “It seems 

that only last month I was a teenager, last week I 
was a parent and today I’m a grandpa – where did 
the time go?” Life goes by too quickly. But every 
different part of life is a journey and whatever is 
happening to you right now is your journey. Know 
God in it -  that is your purpose!

1 For a more in-depth explanation of this verse please see “Has He 
Got Your Whole World in His Hands?”  Face to Face; Vol 4 No.1, 
2012, p22.     
2 A powerful example of this is found in the different journeys of 
Joseph in Genesis 37-50 especially Genesis 39:2-3, 21-23.   

“Don’t copy the behaviour and customs of this world, 
but let God transform you into a new person by changing 
the way you think.”

Romans 12:2 (NLT)
I recently renewed the Internet security for my 

computer and I had to smile when I noticed that I can 
now enjoy the benefits of ‘Cloud Protection.’ I expect 
you have the same. I find it comforting to know that 
someone out there is protecting my computer, so that 
I can sleep easily at night. I 
willingly pay for this protec-
tion because I don’t want my 
computer contents stolen 
or destroyed by viruses, but 
I have to ask myself, “Am I 
as diligent about protecting 
my flesh and blood computer, 
which is my mind, from 
viruses, or do I willingly let 
anything in?” For example, 
recently, on the radio, I 
listened while an enthusi-
astic film critic discussed 
four new film releases. They 
were all horror films, and 
the critic was praising direc-
tors who have the ability to 
take ordinary events in life 
and turn them into bone-chilling horror, intrigue 
and suspense. I asked myself again, “Would I really 
benefit by letting viruses like that into my mind?” 
Romans 12:2 instructs us, “Don’t copy the behaviour 
and customs of this world, but let God transform you into 
a new person by changing the way you think.”

My computer security kindly pops up a screen 
message when the security needs updating. It happens 
about twice a week. If I choose to ignore this prompt 
and don’t download the updates, then I compromise 
the computer protection that I’ve paid for. So I will-
ingly spend the time downloading the updates. Once 
again I ask myself, “Am I as willing to spend time 
regularly updating my mind security by downloading 

instruction from the Bible to prevent virus infection?”
The Bible shows us how Jesus coped with the 

mental challenges that constantly surrounded him. 
Whatever direction the viruses came from, He always 
used the Word of God as His powerful anti-virus 
protection. Hebrews 4:12 says, “For the Word of God 
is alive and powerful.  It is sharper than the sharpest 
two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between 
joints and marrow.  It exposes our innermost thoughts 
and desires.”

Philippians 4:8 (NKJV) 
shows us how to use this 
powerful security programme 
and the updates that need 
to be regularly downloaded:  

“Finally, brethren, whatever 
things are true, whatever 
things are noble, whatever 
things are just, whatever things 
are pure, whatever things are 
lovely, whatever things are 
of good report, if there is any 
virtue and if there is anything 
praiseworthy—meditate on 
these things.”

God’s anti-virus soft-
ware and Cloud Protection 
will protect our minds and 

change the way we think.
Prayer
Our loving Father, please help us to use your Word as 

our daily protection against all viruses.
Amen F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of daybyday.org.uk

CLOUD PROTECTION
Diana Hall
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Listen to us on Radio:

CCFM 107.5 FM: 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9:10am 
(The Greater Cape Town area from Melk-
bosstrand to Durbanville to Stellenbosch 
to Gordon’s bay from Muizenberg) 

IF YOU LIVE IN CAPE TOWN , YOU 
CAN LISTEN TO FACE TO FACE ON:

www.ccfm.org.za

On-air 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, o�ering the 

best mix of contemporary 
Christian music and 

compelling chat, 
combined with up-to-

the-minute news, 
weather forecasts, tra�c 

and travel information.

Looking for a Congregation? 
Face to Face Magazine is published by Grace 
Communion International. We have many congre-
gations across South Africa. If you are interested in 
attending one of our services, please contact one of 
the following people for more information. 

Syd Townsend (083 629 9217) - Free State and Lesotho
Gladman Ncokazi (083 230 2643) - Eastern Cape
Gordon Green (082 564 0983)- Kwazulu-Natal
Caleb Makhela (084 326 6594) - Limpopo
Takalani Musekwa (082 444 3602) –Gauteng
Trevor Weber (082 927 9864) - Western Cape
Tim Maguire (082 374 8437) - Other


