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My God, my God, 
why have you 
forsaken me? 

If I were a rIch man
Is it difficlult for a rich 

man to get to Heaven?

confessIon 
Is it just a four  

letter word?

Thanks for The bread
If you thought you made a fool 

of yourself you were wrong.



Editorial

Dear friends,
I have been asked on several occasions, just 

what or who is Grace Communion International? 
(G.C.I. - the parent body of Face to Face Magazine)

We are a part of the body of Christian believers 
with about 50 000 members worldwide. Our head-
quarters are located in southern California and our 
local offices are based in Johannesburg. We are 
members of the National Association of Evangeli-
cals in the US.  Our Theology is Inclusive and Trini-
tarian (for more info on Trinitarian Theology request 
a free copy of the article, The God Revealed in Jesus 
Christ - A Brief Introduction to Trinitarian Theology)

Locally, we have 26 South African congregations 
and are also represented in Lesotho, Botswana, 
Namibia, Zimbabwe, Mauritius, Madagascar and 
Mozambique, as well as many countries further to 
the North. In total we have about 6 000 members 
in Southern Africa. (for more info see our website 
www.gci.org.za)

We believe that Christ died for everyone and that 
God wills that all should be saved, but that we still 
have the freedom of choice to reject the grace He 
freely offers.

Not only do we participate in proclaiming the 
Gospel of Jesus, we also believe that we are called 
to serve others as we are able. ‘Truly I tell you, 

whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, 
you did not do for me.’

As documented previously in Face to Face, we 
have been involved in digging wells in Mozambique 
in order to provide clean, fresh drinking water. We 
have also installed water purification units in remote 
areas, and assisted the people to buy food during 
the flooding that took place earlier this year.

 In Namibia, we have been involved in vegetable 
growing and poultry projects to help the locals feed 
themselves and become self sufficient.

Locally, we sponsor disadvantaged youth to be 
able to attend a summer youth camp in Gauteng, 
where they are taught leadership, Christian living 
and life skills. They are also offered experiences 
that they would not usually be exposed to, such as 
rock climbing, ballroom dancing and many others. 
We also work alongside and assist many other local 
Non Profit Organisations and groups.

We consider it not only a pleasure but a privilege 
to participate in Christ’s Ministry in Southern Africa, 
as we go about “Living and sharing life-changing 
Hope, with all kinds of people in all kinds of places”

Happy reading
Tim
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oUr VIsIon

“Living and sharing life-changing hope, with 
all kinds of people in all kinds of places”

oUr mIssIon

1. Face to Face seeks to become a trustworthy 
Christian Media Ministry with a reputation 
for quality content, balanced theology and 
thought provoking articles and programmes.

2. Face to Face is committed to bringing a 
positive and practical Christian perspec-
tive on everyday issues facing ordinary 
people. Its content is biblically based, 
relational, inspirational and informative.

3. Face to Face undertakes to engage indi-
viduals from a wide range of national and 
cultural backgrounds. It seeks to reflect 
perspectives across these cultural bounda-
ries fairly, accurately and respectfully.

4. Face to Face seeks to inspire readers 
to embrace the gospel and live a 
grace-centred life in Jesus Christ.

5. Face to Face seeks to cultivate a coop-
erative and constructive engagement 
with leaders and communities across a 
broad spectrum of Christian faiths.

DONATIONS 

If you would like to contribute to the 
spreading of the gospel through this 
magazine, use these details: 
 
Grace Communion International 
First National Bank 
Acc. No. 59380027523 
Branch code: 255805 
Reference: F2F
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MY GOD, MY GOD, 
WHY HAVE YOU 
FORSAKEN ME?

It was one of the defining 
moments in all of history. 
Jesus crucified. 

During those approximately six hours that he 
hung on the cross, many memorable events took 
place. Not least when he cried out, “My God, my 
God. Why have you forsaken me?”

Jesus always spoke of God as his Father 
(Matthew 7:21; 10:32; Luke 10:22). Even when he 
talks to the disciples about God he refers to him 
as your father or my father (Matthew 26:29; Luke 
11:13). Each time Jesus prays he addresses God 
as his father. Never does he address God as ‘my 
God.’This was a major source of conflict between 
the Jewish Rabbis, leaders and Jesus. The Jews 
never referred to God on such personal terms as 
‘Father.’ 

When Jesus prayed in the garden of Geth-
semane before his arrest, with tears and sweat 
drops of blood, he repeatedly called God ‘Father’ 
(Matthew 26:36-39; Luke 22:39-44). Even at the 
age of 12, when his parents find him in the temple, 
he refers to God as his Father (Luke 2:46-49). It 
therefore makes sense that during his most trying 
moments, such as when praying in Gethsemane 
and on the cross, he would talk to God in terms of 
‘Father.’ An obvious question would then be why 
would Jesus, while hanging on the cross, call out, 

“My God, my God” and not “My Father, my Father?” 
Jesus never uses words randomly, so it was not by 
chance that he said God and not Father.

TakInG on The sIns of The world

A common belief is that at the exact moment 
Jesus called out these words was the moment that 
he took on all the sins of the world and that God 
the Father turned his back on him. Even with that 
scenario, the question still remains as to why would 
Jesus not say, “My Father?” Looking at Jesus’ rela-
tionship with God as father it is even more perti-
nent that that would be the one time Jesus would 
cry out, “My Father”. Even after this incident Jesus 
still addresses God as father when he says, “‘Father, 
into thy hands I commend my spirit,” and having 
said this, he gave up the ghost”(Luke 23:46). 

Two things stand out here. Firstly, why now 
address God as ‘Father’ and secondly, at this point 
Jesus would still be carrying all the sins of the world. 
So if God had turned his back on him, how could 
he commend his spirit into God’s hands?

The gospel writers only mention that when Jesus 
cried out, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” that some 
of those who stood by, when they heard it, said, 
‘behold, he calls Elijah’ (Mark 15:34-35). Those that 

Johannes Maree
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heard him either did not speak Aramaic, or did not 
hear clearly what he said. However, at some stage 
those standing around (or those who later heard of 
the incident) would have definitely thought of Psalm 
22.  Why? Because Jesus’ words were a direct quote 
from the first verse of Psalm 22. This was no coinci-
dence. Jesus knew exactly what he was doing and 
saying. Therefore, in a genuine attempt to find out 
exactly what was behind Jesus’ words, it would be 
helpful to study the whole of Psalm 22. 

The Psalm of The cross

It is quite apparent why Psalm 22 is often 
referred to as the Psalm of the Cross. There is no 
mistaking who David is talking about nearly 1000 
years before Jesus’crucifixion. 

“They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a 
ravening and a roaring lion. I am poured out like 
water, and all my bones are out of joint: My heart 
is like wax; it is melted within me. My strength is 
dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue sticks to the 
roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death. 
Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has 
encircled me,they have 
pierced my hands and 
my feet. I can count all 
my bones; people stare 
and gloat over me.They 
divide my garments 
among them and cast 
lots for my clothing” 
Psalm 22:13-18 (ASV).

David is obviously 
not talking here about 
himself. Reading Psalm 
22 a person can get 
confused at times 
as to exactly whom 
David is referring to. 
Sometimes it sounds 
like he is talking 
about himself. Then 
in the next breath he 
is prophesying about 
Jesus and then talking 
to us, or the nation of 
Israel. In fact, often the 
words do not even appear to be those of David, but 
Jesus’ or God’s own.

On the cross Jesus was pointing everyone to the 
fact that Psalm 22 is referring primarily to him. This 
in itself is beautiful and amazing, but there is more. 
A central theme of the Psalm is about asking God 
why does he ‘appear’ to forsake us in our times of 
dire need. 

We have to understand that because the Psalmist 
says, “My God why have you forsaken me?” does not 
automatically mean that God has forsaken him. It is 
clear from verse 24 that God “has not despised nor 
disdained the suffering of the afflicted one; Neither 
has he hid his face from him; But when he cried unto 
him, he heard” (NIV&ASV). There are times in our 
lives that we feel as if God has forsaken us and we 
might even cry out in desperation, ‘God, I am going 
through terrible trials and my prayers are not being 
answered. Why my God, have you forsaken me?’ 
And God lovingly answers, ‘No my child. I have not 
forsaken you. For I have promised that I will never 
leave you, nor forsake you’ (Deuteronomy.31:8; 
Joshua 1:5; Hebrews13:5). The Amplified Bible, 
which is a literal translation, puts it this way, “for 

He [God] Himself has said, I will not in any way fail 
you nor give you up nor leave you without support. [I 
will] not, [I will] not, [I will] not in any degree leave 
you helpless nor forsake nor let [you] down (relax My 
hold on you)! [Assuredly not!].”

If you are still not convinced carry on reading 
through Psalm 22 and 23. The two Psalms are so 
harmonious in their message that it is no wonder 
they were placed next to each other.

My God why have you forsaken me? (Ps.22:1) 
He has not hid his face from him [me] (Ps.22:24)
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want (Ps.23:1)
Yes, thou I walk through the valley of the shadow 

of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with me 
(Psalm 23:4).

dId God really TUrn away from jesUs?

This should cause us to pause and consider that 
maybe God did not turn his back on Jesus, nor 
forsake him. That was not what Jesus was saying, 
but in fact he was saying the exact opposite. It could 
give us the wrong idea about who God the Father 

really is. If God the 
Father forsook Jesus, his 
one and only begotten  
Son and Jesus is himself 
fully God and part of 
the Trinity, then what 
chance do we have? 

Central to the argu-
ment of God having 
forsaken Jesus is that 
Jesus had taken on all 
the sins of the world 
and that God cannot 
be in the presence of 
sin. But then how come, 
after Adam and Eve had 
sinned, did God come 
and speak face to face 
to them?

There is also the story 
in the book of Job where 
Satan (the chief of all 
sinners) comes into the 

presence of God in heaven. Another thought is if 
God, who is omnipresent and ‘holds the universe 
in the palm of his hand’ cannot be in the presence 
of sin, where can he go? He is everywhere. Jesus 
(who was fully God while on earth) regularly ate 
and mingled with sinners. We humans are tainted 
by sin, and when we rub shoulders with it, it sticks 
to us and doesn’t wash off. Not so with God the 
Father or Jesus. 

Does this mean that God is okay with sin? Of 
course not. As the old cliché goes, God hates sin 
but loves the sinner. An amazing part of the Gospel 
is that God, who is perfect, undefiled and sinless, 
was willing to come and sit in the dirt with us. But 
he did not leave us there, he took off his clean coat 
and put it on us and we became sinless. God is not 
scared to get his hands dirty.

In our moments of greatest need and in the 
depths of sin, God is always there. When God says, 
‘I will never leave you nor forsake you’ – he means 
it. He has not despised our sufferings nor hid his 
face from us. 

Praise our loving Father for that.    F2F
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I recently watched a video clip 
of a crazy dog chasing its tail. 

On and on he went in wild circles, faster 
and faster, yet never getting any closer to his crazy 
goal. Eventually he collapsed in a heap, totally 
exhausted and defeated. He lay panting, mouth 
agape, struggling to catch his breath. And would 
you believe it, just a few seconds later he was up 
and at it again. What futility! 

Yet isn’t that exactly how we sometimes feel, as 
we endeavour to become better Christians? 

Striving to obtain the unachievable; and the 
harder we try the more dejected we become, 
because it seems we are never able to live up to 
the high expectations that we feel we need to be 
achieving. We seem to think that if we just try harder 
we will become more Christ-like. If you are feeling 
down because you never seem able to live up to this 
high expectation, don’t be discouraged. It doesn’t 
mean you are some sort of lesser Christian. It simply 
means your focus is on the wrong place and person.

Do you think that you are able to have the love 
and compassion that Jesus had, the patience as he 
dealt with those out to kill him, the unfailing love 
towards those who deserted him; the ability to reach 
out to a fallen humanity and weep tears for them; 
to proclaim words of encouragement to those who 
were totally lost in their sin and to touch eyes and 
restore sight, speak to the lame and watch them 
pick up their beds and walk.

ImITaTIon sTarTs from wIThIn

I’m sure at some time you have heard someone 

say that we should imitate Christ? It sounds like a 
good idea doesn’t it? Except it puts all the emphasis 
on what we need to do, and leaves him out of the 
equation. By trying to imitate Christ, we are selling 
ourselves short. Christ should never be some sort 
of veneer that is used to cover up our shortcomings. 
When be become Christ-like it should start from 
within, where he takes up residence, and perme-
ates through every aspect of our lives.

If this cheap imitation is what you are striving for, 
coating your life with some sort of veneer of Christ-
likeness, then your Christian walk is doomed to be 
one of frustration.

 The problem would arise from you looking at 
the fruits of his life, instead of the root.

Even Christ himself admitted that he was unable 
to do any of what he accomplished through his own 
strength and power! In  John 5:19  Jesus gave them 
this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do 
nothing by himself; John 5:30  By myself I can do 
nothing…”

How then did Jesus come to live the only perfect, 
sinless life? In John 14:10  he explains to his disci-
ples that ‘it is the Father, living in me, who is doing 
his work.’ God the Father, living through the Son, 
was the root of his perfect life. 

For you to escape the endless pursuit of your 
Christian tail, you need to let Jesus become for you, 
what the Father was to him. And we see from scrip-
ture, that when we do this, that it’s not just Jesus 
who takes up residence in your life, but the fullness 
of the Triune Community. (John 14:20)

 
 

Tim Maguire
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A Tail of Two Trees



whIch Tree wIll yoU choose?

It is really about which tree you want to be rooted 
in, and which fruit you choose to partake of.

In the midst of the beautiful garden of our lives, 
stand two trees. One, the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, is the tree that too many Christians 
today still choose to eat from. The fruit looks good 
to eat, but it never satisfies, because of ourselves 
we are never able to turn this head knowledge into 
action! Too many are deceived into thinking that 
somehow they are able to convert this into action, 
and do what is right. And just like the original couple, 
they overlook the Tree of Life, Jesus the Christ, the 
only source of our righteousness and a truly happy 
and fulfilled life.

In John 15:1-4, Christ describes himself as the 
true vine. He then talks about pruning and cutting 
off branches that bears no fruit. Many think that the 
command here is to bear fruit? 

NO!
The only command that Christ gives is found in 

verse 4, and that is to ‘remain in me’: 

“Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch 
can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in 
me.” (emphasis mine)

So, you might ask, what do I need to do about it? 
Just give up, stop trying?

I would encourage you to get to know Jesus as 
your Rest. “…for anyone who enters God’s rest also 
rests from their works, just as God did from his. Let 
us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest...” 
(Hebrews 4:10-11, emphasis mine).

God is a relational God. It’s not your works that 
he wants, it’s YOU! He wants you to be rooted in 
his life, and for you to make room for him in yours. 
Spend time in prayer,  study and meditation, getting 
to know your saviour and God better. 

Eat deeply  from the Tree of Life, allowing the 
Lord’s nourishment to fill your life completely, then 
watch as the fruit that you have tried in vain for 
so long to produce, springs forth in natural abun-
dance!  F2F
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BECAUSE HE’S 
THERE

I’m a confirmed trav-
elogue addict, and find 
myself glued to the televi-

sion when fascinating, far-
away places are featured. 

The relentless snow and ice of areas like Antarc-
tica, Mount Everest, the Alps, the Andes, Greenland, 
Iceland, Lapland etc, are especially intriguing.  As I 
stretch out comfortably in my armchair, I can almost 
feel the snow crunching under my boots and the 
weight of a rucksack on my back, as I plod on higher 
and higher. 

I clearly remember watching a particular 
program  a few years ago which carried a lesson 
and a message to me personally, which I hope I 
will never forget. This featured a group of about 12 
young South Africans who journeyed to the Andes, 
intent on reaching the summit of the highest peak. 

hIGh exPecTaTIons

They all started out with great enthusiasm, and 
the camaraderie was infectious. Not surprisingly 
there were more young men than women, but 
all had high expectations of making it to the top. 
The first part of the climb was not too demanding, 
and they all managed to ascend the gentle slopes 
without too much strain. 

A bit later, however, relationship problems 
emerged. This was sometimes due to each one’s 
unique perception of who had to do what, and how 
it should be done. Attitudes hardened, arguments 
developed, and opposing groups formed. Soon the 
unresolved problems led to withdrawal, and weari-
ness set in. As the slopes gave way to rock face and 
the oxygen in the atmosphere diminished, ambition 
to reach the top sank lower and lower. 

When the entire party was not too far from the 
summit, all but two of them decided to return to  
base camp. Though they were almost there, the 
vision was lost, and physical comfort and relief 

seemed to be the only thing worth pursuing. The 
two who kept going, a boy and a girl who earlier 
on had not even looked like winners, made it to the 
top. They hugged each other in delight at having 
achieved what they set out to do. To be fair to those 
who turned back, some of them were in fairly poor 
physical shape, but even so they missed out on an 
amazing experience. So near yet so far!

we haVe To be serIoUs

Searching the internet for a bit of mountain-
eering information  convinced me you need a fair 
amount of time and money, as well as physical 
fitness and the correct equipment. Shoes were 
especially important, as well as the right kind of 
jacket, rucksack and sleeping bag. If you were not 
a serious mountaineer, you would be put off by the 
hassle and expense. 

Whenever we are called into Christ’s service, we 
have to be serious about taking up the challenge.
We also need the correct spiritual equipment  for 
our climb to the Kingdom. Here too, we need the 
correct shoes, (preparation of the gospel), headgear 
(the helmet of salvation), protective clothing (shield 
of faith) and a few other items of spiritual armour. 

Jesus is there, waiting for us at 
the summit and longing to give 
us that final hug of recognition

Often, though not in all cases, God allows us to 
get into shape by walking up fairly gentle slopes. 
He intervenes in our lives, answers our prayers, 
removes some obstacles out of our way, sees us 
through trials and holds our hands as we move on 
to higher ground.

Sometimes we get to a plateau, a level stretch of 
ground, and get to a comfortable cruise. But we’re 
not there yet, and suddenly, right in front of us is an 
enormous peak, forbidding and daunting, with not 

Hilary Jacobs
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a foothold or hand-hold in sight.  What now? This is 
where teamwork is vital. 

Sometimes the difference between life and death 
on the rock face is simply holding on while the rest 
of the team pulls you to safety. Unity of purpose 
and cooperation are vital in any rescue operation. 
Climbing a mountain alone is as risky as being a 
lone Christian. We need the support and assistance 
of fellow travellers, whether on the mountain path 
or the road to Emmaus.

becaUse He’s There

George Mallory, who attempted to climb Mount 
Everest in 1924, when asked why he wanted to do 
so, uttered those now famous words: “Because it’s 
there.” 

What he probably meant was, “I can’t let even 
the highest peak in the world beat me.”  He had to 
prove he could make it. 

But why do we want to finish the Christian race?  
Because He’s there – waiting for us at the summit 
and longing to give us that final hug of recognition. 
It’s not about proving our ability. Jesus has already 
reached the summit of Golgotha with his cross. We 
are assured that we can do all things through him 
(Ephesians 4:13). It’s about God calling us into his 
service, and promising rewards which we can’t even 
begin to imagine. 

hazards

There are two kinds of hazards which 

mountaineers face.
Objective hazards are such things as rock 

falls, avalanches, and inclement weather. There 
is nothing the climber can do to influence these 
conditions.  They are outside his control and not of 
his own making. He simply has to rely on his good 
equipment, physical energy and know-how.  

It is all too true that “bad things happen to good 
people,” and mostly, we can’t prevent such things. 
But even if we get stopped in our tracks, we can 
be sure our Saviour will not leave us there. As the 
Good Shepherd, he never fails to search for lost 
sheep. So we need never be in the position of the 
lone mountaineer. He has promised never to leave 
nor forsake us (Hebrews 13:5).

Subjective hazards can be such things as equip-
ment failure or fatigue. These are things the moun-
taineer can avoid by paying special attention to 
health, taking sufficient rest, and making sure his 
climbing gear is in tip top condition. So also, we can 
keep spiritually fit and take care with our personal 
health and safety and manage our finances wisely. 

But we know that all the precautions in the world 
will not prevent the objective hazards which are part 
and parcel of this present evil world. But it will not 
always be like that. Probably we cannot begin to 
imagine what a restored world will be like. When 
Jesus says all things, he really means everything – 
things we can imagine and things we cannot even 
dream of.

It’s worth climbing for, worth striving for and 
worth waiting for. See you there!    F2F

My dad always had a soft spot in his heart for the 
elderly and the widowed. He used to say to me: “One 
day we will all grow old and hope for care and the 
companionship of others.” When he was assigned to 
work with several congregations, it wasn’t long before 
he had set up weekly Bible studies and arranged 
groups to look after and pray with 
the elderly and widowed. My Dad 
did this for a number of years and 
became known as the “widow’s 
elder” because of his compassion 
and tender heart. It was something 
he enjoyed doing and he loved to 
share stories about them and their 
amazing faith.

There is a story in 1st Kings 
about a widow that often reminds 
me of the stories my dad used to 
share. In this scripture, we find God 
sending Elijah to the city of Zara-
phath and telling him, “Behold, I 
have commanded a widow to feed you.” When Elijah 
arrives he finds the widow collecting firewood and he 
asks her to bring him some water and bread.

She responded, “As surely as the Lord your God lives, 
I don’t have any bread—only a handful of flour in a jar 
and a little olive oil in a jug. I am gathering a few sticks to 
take home and make a meal for myself and my son, that 
we may eat it—and die” (1 Kings 17:12).

This widow had given up. We don’t know all 

the details that might have brought her to such a 
distressed point, but God had other plans for her.

Elijah told her to not be afraid, but to go ahead 
and make him some bread, and then to make some-
thing for her and her son. He said, “For this is what 
the Lord, the God of Israel, says: “The jar of flour will 

not be used up and the jug of oil will 
not run dry until the day the Lord sends 
rain on the land.’ She went away and 
did as Elijah had told her. So there 
was food every day for Elijah and for 
the woman and her family. For the jar 
of flour was not used up and the jug of 
oil did not run dry, in keeping with the 
word of the Lord spoken by Elijah” (1 
Kings 17:14-16).

The story is about her response 
to God’s invitation to be an active 
participant in his work, and her 
example of faith is a testimony to us 
all.

No matter who you are, or where you’re at, we’ve 
all been invited to participate in God’s ongoing work 
of sharing his good news to others, to let them know 
they are loved and they are included in his plan. Just 
like the widow, we often cannot see how God is going 
to work things out, but we should know that he will 
always be trustworthy and faithful.  F2F

Joseph Tkach

God is faithful
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IF I 
WERE 

A RICH 
MAN

Shaun de Greeff

For those who have had 
the pleasure of watching 
the movie ‘Fiddler on 

the Roof,’ one of the most 
endearing and catchy songs to 
emerge from it has got to be the 
song ‘If I were a rich man’. 

In the song Tevye, a Jewish milk farmer asks 
God what would be so wrong with having a small 
fortune. Tevye laments that there is no shame in 
being poor, but that there is no great honour in it 
either. He sings about all the great things he could 
and would do if he was rich; how he would spend 
hours reading the Bible, how he would help solve 
people’s problems but most of all how he would 
be able to get his wife all the things that would 
make her happy. I must admit that like Tevye I 
have wondered what it would be like not to want 
for anything, to be able to buy everything my heart 
desires and more. In my mind having more money 
would definitely make me a better person, or would 
it?

Is money The rooT of all eVIl?

In 1 Timothy 6:10 we read “For the love of money 
is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for 
money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs.” (TNIV).

This verse is often quoted as “money is the root 
of all evil,” but the truth is that that is not what 
this verse is saying. Paul is not telling Timothy that 
money by itself is evil. He is trying to explain to 
Timothy that the love of money, or in other words 
lusting after money, is the root of all kinds of evil. 
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Note that money is not the root of all evil, but 
rather all kinds of evil. Sin and sinful desires are 
at the root of all evil, not money (James 1:13-15).

The Message Bible says it so eloquently when 
it translates 1 Timothy 6:10 as follows: “Lust for 
money brings trouble and nothing but trouble. 
Going down that path, some lose their footing in 
the faith completely and live to regret it bitterly ever 
after.” 

So Paul is trying to teach Timothy that when you 
put money first, when the choices that you make 
are solely governed by money or made to get more 
money and possessions, that you open yourself up 
to  all sorts of problems. So that is good news, right? 
You can be as rich as you want to be so long as you 
don’t lust after money. That sounds easy enough. 
After all people like Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, King 
David and King Solomon were all rich men, and 
God blessed them tremendously. If they can do it 
so can I.

hold yoUr horses

Before we get too excited it will help to get the 
rest of the context of the letter Paul wrote to Timothy. 
You see Timothy was a young pastor who was 
looking after a very challenging church in Ephesus. 
Not only were there problems with doctrinal issues 
and questions regarding the role of women in 
ministry in a very patriarchal society, but there were 
some people in the church in Ephesus who were 
more interested in the financial gain they could get 
from their ministries, than doing God’s work. These 
people were putting money and financial gain 
before relationships.

Paul wanted Timothy to focus on living life 
from the right perspective. He wanted Timothy to 
realise that striving towards earthly riches was far 
less important that striving toward Godliness and 
contentment. In 1 Timothy 6:6-9 Paul says the 
following: “But godliness with contentment is great 
gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we 
can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and 
clothing, we will be content with that. Those who 
want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and 
into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge 
people into ruin and destruction.”

So although there is nothing wrong with money 
in itself, chasing after it will result in temptation. It is 
this temptation that causes harmful desires. I know 
of people who have made unethical and downright 
dishonest decisions because they valued money 
above their integrity. They were dishonest and then 
justified their dishonesty by saying that they would 
lose too much money if they did the right thing. 

whaT does jesUs say aboUT money?

I find it fascinating that there are churches 
that preach that God wants nothing more for you 
than to be rich, even though when we look at the 
life of Jesus and all the Apostles, none of them 
were wealthy by any means. In fact Jesus had the 
following to say about money in Mathew 6:24  “No 
one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the 

one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve both 
God and money.”

Remember the rich young man in Mathew 
19:16 who asked Jesus what he needed to do to 
get eternal life? Jesus replied that he had to keep 
the commandments. The young man replied that 
he had kept all the commandments. In Verse 21-23 
Jesus then replies “If you want to be perfect, go, sell 
your possessions and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.  
When the young man heard this, he went away sad, 
because he had great wealth. Then Jesus said to his 
disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard for the rich to 
enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Why then is it so hard for the rich to enter the 
Kingdom of heaven? My theory is that when you 
have so much, you don’t need to rely on God for 
anything. You think you don’t need faith if you have 
a medical aid that will cover your medical expenses, 
if you have more than enough money for food and 
clothing and if you can buy whatever you need 
whenever you want it. I read an article once that 
talked about church attendance in America after the 
September 11, 2001 Twin Tower bombings in New 
York. The article spoke about how full the churches 
were. I reckon it was because people were scared. 
All of a sudden they needed God. But as soon as the 
danger seemed to have disappeared, so did their 
church attendance.

conclUsIon

In the story ‘The Fiddler on the Roof’ Tevye is 
approached by the village matchmaker who tells 
him that the rich village butcher (who is older than 
Tevye) wants to marry Tevye’s oldest daughter. Tevye 
agrees to the marriage thinking that if his daughter 
was wealthy she would be happy and taken care 
of . When his daughter finds out she is devastated 
and asks Tevye not to let the marriage go ahead 
because she is in love with the poor tailor. This situ-
ation creates all sorts of trouble.

Tevye has to make a decision between having 
his daughter marry someone she loves who is poor, 
or force her into a loveless marriage with someone  
who is wealthy.  He finally chooses the happiness of 
his daughter over wealth. Tevye realises that wealth 
does not necessarily equate with happiness and 
avoids the trap that money can set for us.

In the final analysis money is not evil. It is when 
we desire money more than anything else that we 
fall prey to its trap. Like Timothy our goal should 
be to strive for righteousness and not riches. If we 
strive for Godliness and contentment we will be 
truly wealthy. In the Words of Epictetus a Greek 
philosopher - “Wealth consists not in having great 
possessions, but in having few wants.”   F2F
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Thanks for 
the Bread

Dear friend,
I’m writing to say thanks. I wish I could thank you 

personally, but I don’t know where you are. I wish I 
could call you, but I don’t know your name. If I knew 
your appearance, I’d look for you, but your face is 
fuzzy in my memory. 
But I’ll never forget 
what you did.

There you were, 
leaning against 
your pickup in the 
West Texas oil field. 
An engineer of 
some sort. A super-
visor on the job. 
Your khakis and 
clean shirt set you 
apart from us roust-
abouts. In the oil 
field pecking order, 
we were at the 
bottom. You were 
the boss. We were 
the workers. You 
read the blueprints. 
We dug the ditches. 
You inspected the 
pipe. We laid it. You 
ate with the bosses 
in the shed. We ate 
with each other in 
the shade. Except 
that day. I remember wondering why you did it.

We weren’t much to look at. What wasn’t 
sweaty was oily. Faces burnt from the sun; skin 
black from the grease. Didn’t bother me, though. I 
was there only for the summer. A high-school boy 
earning good money laying pipe. For me, it was 
a summer job. For the others, it was a way of life. 
Most were illegal immigrants from Mexico. Others 
were drifters, bouncing across the prairie as root-
less as tumbleweeds. We weren’t much to listen to, 
either. Our language was sandpaper coarse. After 
lunch, we’d light the cigarettes and begin the jokes. 
Someone always had a deck of cards with lacy-clad 
girls on the back. For thirty minutes in the heat of 
the day, the oil patch became Las Vegas—replete 
with foul language, dirty stories, blackjack, and 

barstools that doubled as lunch pails.

oUT of yoUr comforT zone

In the middle of such a game, you approached 
us. I thought you had a job for us that couldn’t 

wait another few 
minutes. Like the 
others, I groaned 
when I saw you 
coming. You were 
nervous. You 
shifted your weight 
from one leg to the 
other as you began 
to speak.

“Uh, fellows,” 
you started.

We turned and 
looked up at you.

“I, uh, I just 
wanted, uh, to 
invite … ”

You were way 
out of your comfort 
zone. I had no idea 
what you might be 
about to say, but I 
knew that it had 
nothing to do with 
work.

“I just wanted 
to tell you that, uh, our church is having a service 
tonight and, uh … ”

“What?” I couldn’t believe it. “He’s talking 
church? Out here? With us?”

“I wanted to invite any of you to come along.” 
Silence. Screaming silence. The same silence 

you’d hear if a nun asked a madam if she could 
use the brothel for a mass. The same silence you’d 
hear if an IRS representative invited the Mafia to a 
seminar on tax integrity. Several guys stared at the 
dirt. A few shot glances at the others. Snickers rose 
just inches from the surface. 

“Well, that’s it. Uh, if any of you want to go … 
uh, let me know.” After you turned and left, we 
turned  and laughed. We called you “reverend,” 

Max Lucado
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“preacher,” and “the pope.” We poked fun at each 
other, daring one another to go. You became the 
butt of the day’s jokes. I’m sure you knew that. I’m 
sure you went back to your truck knowing the only 
good you’d done was to make a good fool out of 
yourself. If that’s what you thought, then you were 
wrong. That’s the reason for this letter.

I thought of you this week. I thought of you when 
I read about someone else who took a risk at lunch. 
I thought of you when I read the story of the little 
boy who gave his lunch to Jesus. His lunch wasn’t 
much. In fact, it wasn’t anything compared to what 
was needed for more than five thousand people. He 
probably wrestled with 
the silliness of it all. 
What was one lunch for 
so many? He probably 
asked himself if it was 
even worth the effort. 
How far could one 
lunch go? I think that’s 
why he didn’t give the 
lunch to the crowd. 
Instead he gave it to 
Jesus. Something told 
him that if he would 
plant the seed, God 
would grant the crop.

So he did. He 
summoned his 
courage, got up off the 
grass, and walked into 
the circle of grownups. 
He was as out of place 
in that cluster as you 
were in ours. He must 
have been nervous. 
No one likes to appear 
silly. Someone probably snickered at him, too.

If they didn’t snicker, they shook their heads. “The 
little fellow doesn’t know any better.” If they didn’t 
shake their heads, they rolled their eyes. Here we 
have a hunger crisis, and this little boy thinks that 
a sack lunch will solve it.” But it wasn’t the men’s 
heads or eyes that the boy saw; he saw only Jesus. 

You must have seen Jesus, too, when you made 
your decision. Most people would have considered 
us to be unlikely deacon material. Most would have 
saved their seeds for softer soil. And they’d have 
been almost right. But Jesus said to give … so you 
gave.

As I think about it, you and the little boy have a 
lot in common: 

• You both used your lunch to help others.
• You both chose faith over logic.
• You both brought a smile to your Father’s face.
There’s one difference, though. The boy got 

to see what Jesus did with his gift, and you didn’t. 
That’s why I’m writing. I want you to know that at 
least one of the seeds fell into a fertile crevice.

 
 

dId he haVe The coUraGe?

Some five years later, a college sophomore was 
struggling with a decision. He had drifted from 
the faith given to him by his parents. He wanted 
to come back. He wanted to come home. But the 
price was high. His friends might laugh. His habits 
would have to change. His reputation would have 
to be overcome. Could he do it? Did he have the 
courage?

That’s when I thought of you. As I sat in my 
dorm room late one night, looking for the guts 
to do what I knew was right, I thought of you. I 
thought of how your love for God had been greater 

than your love for your 
reputation. I thought 
of how your obedience 
had been greater than 
your common sense. I 
remembered how you 
had cared more about 
making disciples than 
about making a good 
first impression. And 
when I thought of you, 
your memory became 
my motivation.

So I came home.
I’ve told your story 

dozens of times to 
thousands of people. 
Each time the reac-
tion is the same: The 
audience becomes 
a sea of smiles, and 
heads bob in under-
standing. Some smile 
because they think of 

the “clean-shirted engineers” in their lives. They 
remember the neighbor who brought the cake, 
the aunt who wrote the letter, the teacher who  
listened ...

Others smile because they have done what you 
did. And they, too, wonder if their “lunchtime loyalty” 
was worth the effort. You wondered that. What you 
did that day wasn’t much. And I’m sure you walked 
away that day thinking that your efforts had been 
wasted. They weren’t. So I’m writing to say thanks. 
Thanks for the example. Thanks for the courage.

Thanks for giving your lunch to God. He did 
something with it; it became the Bread of Life for 
me.

Gratefully,
Max
P.S. If by some remarkable coincidence you read 

this and remember that day, please give me a call. I 
owe you lunch.  F2F

From “In the eye of the storm” World Publishing © 1991 Max 
Lucado. Used with permission
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LET’S TALK ABOUT 
OUR EMOTIONS

My wife, Debbie, and I 
were strolling along 
a Cape West Coast 

beachfront recently when 
she noticed a little red book 
lying on the grass verge.  

The gold embossed word, passport, leaped out 
of the front cover as Debbie picked it up.  We soon 
realised as we leafed through the pages that the 
passport belonged to an international tourist from 
Italy.  We anxiously searched the area for an Italian 
looking person, but to no avail.  

We were concerned  about the anxiety and 
distress the tourist was likely to be going through, 
at the loss of such a valuable document.  Perhaps 
he was already on route to another town, oblivious 
to the fact that he no longer had a passport in his 
possession or needed to catch a flight later in the 
day?  Looking around trying to find him was like 
searching for a needle in a haystack.  There was 
no one in sight.  Where are you?  We were over-
whelmed by a sense of helplessness.  

We then decided to order a light breakfast at a 
restaurant across the road in the hope of seeing a 
distraught looking person combing the beachfront.  
I asked the restaurant manager and waiter whether 
anyone had reported the loss to them and was 
surprised at their rather indifferent attitude.  Take it 
to the police station, they said.

Then, about twenty minutes later, we saw two 
people frantically scouring the area.  ‘It must be 
one of them!’ Debbie exclaimed excitedly.   I imme-
diately ran across the road, caught up with them 
and was thrilled to see their faces suddenly light 
up when they saw the passport in my hand.  What 
an emotional transformation, from distress to relief, 
joy and laughter!  I can almost say that I was the 
recipient of one of the most bone crushing hugs ever.  

Debbie and I marvelled at the fascinating collec-
tion of emotions coming from a number of people 
around one event in such a short period of time; 
from anxiety, worry and distress as well as the 
apathy on the part of some at the restaurant, to 
sheer joy, excitement and laughter.  

a TIme for eVeryThInG

Think about the incredible array of different 
emotions that express themselves through the 
events and circumstances we experience each and 
every day; joy, peace, happiness and excitement or 
perhaps sorrow, anxiety, fear and anger.  And let’s 
not forget our vulnerability to the darker moods of 
envy, jealousy, hate or bitterness.   

Emotions are intricately woven into the very 
fabric of who we are as human beings and play 
a critical role in influencing our thoughts, motives, 
behaviours and actions. Solomon reflects on the 
reality of our emotional persona in the book of 
Ecclesiastes.  He explains in chapter 3:1 “There is 
a time for everything, and a season for every activity 
under heaven.”  And he adds in verse 4: “a time to 
weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a 

Robert Klynsmith
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time to dance.”
We also find vast clusters of deeply powerful 

emotions, uttered by David and others in the 
Psalms; beautiful poetry in motion as the psalm-
ists articulated their feelings of joy, passion, love 
and thankfulness, or cries of despair, hopelessness, 
exasperation and anger, mostly directed towards 
God.   They boldly and honestly communicated their 
heartfelt thoughts to God through these inspired 
lyrics. John Calvin called the Psalms “an anatomy of 
all parts of the soul.”  The well-renowned Professor, 
Theologian and Author, Walter Brueggeman, divides 
the Psalms into three categories:

1. Psalms of orientation:  “Life makes sense.”
2. Psalms of disorientation:  “Life doesn’t make 

any sense.”
3. Psalms of reorientation:  “Life is starting to 

make sense once again.”
I am sure we have all experienced the agony and 

ecstasy of the above.
The Lord has endowed each one of us with a 

uniquely wonderful set of emotional attributes that 
speaks to the very heart and soul of our humanity.    
Imagine how dull, boring and clinical life would be 
without emotions.  Yet, unbridled feelings can be 
dangerous when taken to extremes, turning anger 
into rage, happiness into unre-
alistic euphoria or allowing 
jealousy, bitterness and resent-
ment to take root in our hearts.  
These will, more often than not, 
lead to decisions and actions 
resulting in devastating conse-
quences, hurting ourselves and 
others. 

It is important that we express 
our emotions with sensitivity, 
respect and perspective.  I am 
by no means suggesting that we 
strap ourselves in an emotional 
strait-jacket.   Let the power of 
love flow, feel free to make a 
joyful noise when good news comes your way and 
allow the tears to flow when bad things happen to 
you.  However, beware of how the destructive force 
of negative emotions can wreak havoc in your life, 
robbing you of all happiness.

Daniel Goleman, Ph.D. psychologist and author 
of the bestselling book entitled Emotional Intelligence, 
reveals that success is a reward for having learned 
high levels of emotional and social skills.  Research 
in the field of emotional intelligence (EQ) has 
established that the capacity to grow in emotional 
maturity comprises 80% of the factors contributing 
to success, and IQ (Intelligence Quotient) is in fact 
a poor second cousin.  

Emotional Intelligence may be described as the 
capacity to recognize, understand and respond 
appropriately to the emotional reactions, thoughts 
and feelings of yourself and others.  As the authors 
of Executive EQ, Robert Cooper and Ayman Sawaf 
emphasise, “It is about becoming a deeply feeling 
authentic human being, no matter what life brings, 
no matter what challenges and opportunities we 
face.”

bIblIcal InsIGhT

The Apostle Paul brings an insightful life-
changing perspective relating to the dynamics of 
our emotional being.  He vividly touches on the 
negative traits of our sinful nature or the fruits of 
the flesh in Galatians 5:20-21 including, “hatred, 
discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissen-
sions and envy.”  

It is interesting to note that sorrow, sadness, grief 
and even fear are not mentioned in the context of 
these passages of scripture.  These are the normal 
feelings we all go through in the ebb and flow of 
life. However, the treacherous attitudes of our sinful 
nature, spelled out by the Apostle Paul, can grow 
like weeds and if allowed to continue unabated, will 
develop into deep seated patterns of thinking and 
behaviour.  They will not only taint our individual 
persona, but negatively influence our relationship 
with others, including our loved ones.  

Sadly, we may be unwittingly passing these traits 
on to our children and our children to their children 
until they become deeply entrenched from one 
generation to the next.  Paul encourages us to break 
the cycle and let go of the emotional baggage that 
we can so easily allow into our lives, whether it be 
as individuals, within families and communities or 

between nations. 

breakInG The cycle 

Paul highlights the key to 
breaking this perilous cycle of 
emotional negativity earlier 
in Galatians 5.  Notice verses 
13 and 16; “Do not use your 
freedom to indulge the sinful 
nature; rather serve one 
another humbly in love... So I 
say, live by the Spirit, and you 
will not gratify the desires of the 
sinful nature.”

In essence, living fully 
by the Spirit speaks to our 

ongoing abiding relationship with our loving Father, 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Jesus explains in the book 
of John; “I am the vine, you are the branches. If a 
person remains (abides) in me and I in him, he will 
bear much fruit.  This is to my Father’s glory, that you 
bear much fruit.” (John 15:1-8)  

What kind of fruit does God want us to bear and 
how does this relate to the emotionally based issues 
addressed by Paul in Galatians? After discussing 
our sinful nature or the fruits of the flesh in some 
translations, Paul talks about the fruit of the Spirit.  
We read in Galatians 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control.”  

An abiding authentic relationship with Jesus (the 
vine) provides the opportunity for us to become 
emotionally well grounded in the fruit of the Spirit.  
Our EQ (emotional quotient) will naturally improve 
and mature as the fruit of the Spirit takes root in 
our lives. Negative emotions, and the sometimes 
devious motives that accompany them, are soon 
dispelled when we rest on the bedrock of God’s love.  
This creates an authentic platform for emotional 
wellness and vitality as we mature spiritually in 
Christ.   
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PaUse for a momenT and breaThe 
deePly. 

Allow a sense of calmness to enter your mind 
with every breath you take. 

self awareness

Stand back and take a helicopter view of the 
emotions you are struggling with... your feelings 
and the why of your feelings, your hurts and the 
why of your hurts, your prejudices and the why of 
your prejudices, your motives and the why of your 
motives. Is there perhaps a twinge of envy or some-
thing else lurking in the background?  John Mayer, 
a psychologist from the University of New Hamp-
shire, explains self-awareness 
as being “aware of both our 
mood and our thoughts about 
that mood.”  Being honest 
with yourself by gaining 
insight into your own feelings 
through self-awareness will 
bring a healthier perspective 
to the situation. 

be conscIoUsly aware 
of God’s loVInG Pres-
ence

The fullness of God’s pres-
ence is sometimes hard for us to experience in the 
everyday hustle and bustle of life.  I was privileged to 
grasp the power of presence while on a game drive 
in a Northern KwaZulu Natal wilderness reserve.  

We were driving along a dusty road when the 
game ranger suddenly stopped the vehicle, turned 
around and asked us to sit very still and be very, 
very quiet.  A magnificent male lion carrying a 
huge majestic black mane, walked boldly towards 
our open jeep-type vehicle.  The well known cliché 

“silence is deafening” suddenly had great meaning.  
The lion came alongside the vehicle and stopped, 
right next to where I happened to be sitting.  I 
froze as he turned his head and stared at me with 
those piercing yellow eyes.  His presence was 
palpable... fear, trepidation, power, majesty and 
wonder pervaded the air.  He then looked ahead 
and walked on in regal silence.  Needless to say, we 
all breathed a sigh of relief.

Imagine being surrounded by the commanding 
sovereignty and eternal splendour of your Creator, 
the one who holds the entire universe together, 
fully aware of the presence of the Triune God... 
your Father, your beloved friend, Jesus, and your 
comforter, the Holy Spirit.  Consider the reality 
of being immersed in the power of His love... an 
awe-inspiring presence that cannot even begin 
to compare to my little encounter with one of His 

mortal creations, a male lion.  
Making the effort to quieten your mind and 

consciously rest in his presence will help to bring 
about the wisdom and emotional maturity to deal 
with an emotional crisis.   Remain anchored in the 
Lord and pray that he will give you the strength to 
manifest his grace and mercy in the situation.

focUs on The IssUe aT hand

We so often find ourselves in the downward 
spiral of accusation and counter-accusation, 
pouncing on the person rather than focussing on 
the issue at hand or what has happened that has 
given rise to an emotionally tenuous situation.  In 
general terms it is helpful to avoid using the word 

“you” when addressing issues 
of an emotive nature.  

release yoUr 
emoTIons In a healThy 
way.  

Emotions should never 
be bottled up.  Express your 
frustrations and feelings to 
God in prayer as the psalmists 
did. Talk to someone you trust.  
Hearing an opinion other than 
your own will heighten your 
awareness.  You may find it 

helpful to transfer your feelings onto paper.  Writing 
things down helps to crystallise your thoughts and 
find a way forward.  Some find it beneficial to 
engage in exercise, go for a walk or find a quiet 
place where they can reflect and meditate.

Take a lonG Term VIew of The bIGGer 
PIcTUre 

There is wisdom in seeing beyond the present 
and focusing on our future destiny in Christ.  

rePlace neGaTIVe ThoUGhTs wITh 
healThy emoTIons 

Negative emotions bind us to recurring negative 
thoughts and create a cycle of negative patterns. 
Whenever you are confronted with an emotion 
which causes you to feel or think something bad, 
let it go; call upon the Lord to fill you with his grace 
and the positive fruits of the Holy Spirit.   

a forGIVInG aTTITUde 

Reach out to others in a spirit of grace, uncon-
ditional love and forgiveness as God has showered 
you with his unconditional love, grace and forgive-
ness.  F2F

SOME PRACTIAL POINTERS FOR  
DEALING WITH EMOTIONAL SITUATIONS

w w w. f a c e 2 f a c e . o r g . z a1 6



One of the best parts of 
my job as a Regional 
Pastor with Grace 

Communion International 
is to visit our churches. 

Church visits are vital for me to see firsthand 
what is happening in the lives of our pastors and 
members, and I gain an enormous amount of 
encouragement and inspiration from these visits.

Once in a while a pastor asks me to give the 
sermon. Lately, I have been giving an interactive 
message from Luke 10:25-37 about the story of 
the Good Samaritan. We 
read through the story 
from three different trans-
lations, and on the third 
reading the members are 
asked to consider which 
character in the story they 
relate to the most; which 
character reflects their 
personality and life experi-
ences. Then we break into 
five groups representing 
the five players in the story.

Before we continue, 
think for a moment about 
the concept of heroes and 
villains. In our western 
culture we are pre-condi-
tioned to think in terms 
of good guys and bad 
guys—we want to honor 
and celebrate the heroes, and we long to catch and 
punish the villains. Jesus turns the Jewish world 
upside down by portraying a despised non-Jew 
as the “heroish” example of a good neighbor. (As 
much as this is an important factor in the story, stay 
tuned for a twist at the end.)  

The people who identify with the lawyer who 
asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” are brave 
enough to confess that they are detail people who 
want to know the requirements. They are wired 
to need clarity and are not shy about asking hard 
questions.

I lump the priest and Levite together as they 
represent the religious order of Judaism. The church 
members who see themselves in this light admit 
they are reluctant to get involved—sometimes out 
of fear or caution, and sometimes because they 
are focused on their destination and don’t want to 
become distracted. Some church members identify 
with the victim because of various degrees of abuse 
they have suffered in their lives. One member said 
he liked identifying with the victim because of the 
rescue and nurturing restoration outcome.

I have been surprised how many members relate 
to the obscure innkeeper. They are open to help 
when a situation is brought to their attention, and 
they are happy to serve beyond first aid to provide 
long-term convalescent care. The groups liken this 
example to the mother’s role in the family and to 
the pastoral care received in church.

Many identify with the Good Samaritan. Their 
hearts are moved by the love of God to reach out 
with compassion to others in need or peril. The 
Good Samaritan is much like a paramedic who 
moves into danger to rescue others and doesn’t 
bother with issues of gender or race or even the 
matter of “What sin did this person commit to land 
in such a predicament?”

It would be easy to 
stop here and surmise that 
the religious people are 
heartless bad guys, and 
the wandering Samaritan 
who has a heart to do the 
right thing is the good guy 
to emulate. However, the 
story goes much deeper.  

Each character has 
something worthy of 
consideration and vali-
dation. Is it okay to be 
a detailed person who 
desires clarity? Is it accept-
able to be cautious and 
focused on what is in front 
of you? Is it okay to be a 
person who engages only 
after being invited to do 
so? Is there any one of us 

who has not needed rescuing? It takes all types of 
personalities to make up the family of God, and we 
are all in this human experience together.

The real twist to the story is that the Good Samar-
itan is a Jesus figure. This is the deeper lesson. Who 
is the great rescuer? Who can effectually disinfect 
and heal humanity? Who provides an open account 
for the provision for our needs? The Good Samaritan, 
Jesus is “the who” we all need—whether we are the 
victims, the religious folks, the cautious people, the 
daring people or the nurturing people. For us to join 
in the good work of the Good Samaritan, we must 
first be joined to the Good Samaritan—then it is our 
pleasure to participate with him!

It is Jesus who saves us and it is Jesus I continue 
to discover as I visit GCI churches and interact with 
the wonderful church members who teach me.  F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey

The good 
samariTan revealed

Greg Williams
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Sometimes, the apostle Paul 
can be quite confusing.

For example, Paul may say that the 
law is holy, righteous and good, and in another 
breath seems to argue that it is bad for you. For 
example, compare “Do we then nullify the Law 
through faith? May it never be! On the contrary,,we 
establish the Law” (Romans 3:31. All scriptures 
quoted from NASB95) with “for if those who are of 
the Law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise 
nullified.”(Romans 4:14).

How can something be both good and bad?
Actually, lots of things. Consider, for example, 

medicine. If someone is having a heart attack, one 
does all sorts of things to save the person’s life that 
would be completely inappropriate for a normal, 
healthy person.

In Paul’s letter to the Galatians, there is a short 
section that helps to clarify the matter (Galatians 
3:21-24).

He says in Chapter 3:19 that the law was added 
because of transgression (sin). Why? Well, consider 
this: as our society has evolved, even so our laws 
have evolved. Two hundred years ago, there were 
no laws dealing with which side of the road to drive 
on; no speed limits; no rules about what to do when 
you come to an intersection. We, too, have needed 
to add to our laws because people don’t naturally 
do the right thing.

However, Paul says, even though the law was not 
contrary to the promises of God, it was unable to 
impart life (verse 21). Just like medicine can arrest 
an infection or a disease, but you do not become 
a healthy, vibrant and productive person by taking 
medicine. For that, you need something else.

Unable To moVe

Through the scripture, God has revealed the 
sinfulness of man, not just as “sinner,” but as in a 
state or condition . Like a body riddled with cancer, 
far more than can ever be cut out – to attempt to do 
so would kill the patient. Like a patient in a hospice 
who can watch kids playing in a park, and listen to 
their joyful sounds, he is bound to his bed by his 
illness, unable to move and join them. This is what 
sin does to us.

In verse 23, he broadens the analogy to describe 
man as being “in custody” (some translate it “impris-
oned”). The Greek means to post a guard over. So, 
it is as if mankind has been quarantined by the law 
because of sin, but he is unable to get better. 

Consider for a moment a modern equivalent: 
when the law says that a man’s home is his castle 
and that another may not enter it unwelcomed, the 
home owner is justified to use appropriate force 
to protect his home and family. Our laws create a 

“safe place” where we may operate and live. The 
choice of “imprisoned” as a translation for the 
Greek is a pity – the meaning is more like what the 
Voortrekkers or other travelling pioneers used to 
do when they pulled their wagons into a circle and 
posted guards. Those on the inside were kept safe 
from wild animals and enemies on the outside. But 
who wants to live like that forever?

This is exactly what Scripture has done for those 
who have not yet received the Spirit, as he explains 
from Galatians 5:13 onwards.

In Romans chapter 6, Paul describes the world 
as it is under the rule of the devil. Sin enslaves us, 
and the devil is the slave master. One of the reasons 
Jesus became man was to rescue (save) us, from this 
system. To reverse the slavery that was the natural 
consequence of Adam and Eve switching allegiance 
from God to the serpent. 

Elmar Roberg

The Law  
Love it or hate it?
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a new IdenTITy

Imagine that you were witness to the brutal 
slaying of a number of people by a gang lord and 
his cronies. The right thing to do would be to go 
to the police and be a witness in the ensuing trial. 
However, to do so would place your own life and 
even your family at risk. So the authorities put you 
into a witness protection programme – to keep you 
safe. They might even move you and your family 
to a different part of the country, and give you 
completely new identities.

God gave Israel the Law to insulate them from 
the pagan practices that would draw them back into 
captivity again. 

The purpose of the Law, as Paul states, was to 
bring them safely to faith (Christ). And it would have 
done so, if they had kept it (Hebrews 8.8). 

In these verses (Galatians 3:22-23), Paul reveals 
another problem – some feel so comfortable in the 
safety of the laager, that they don’t see the need for 
faith (2 Corinthians 3), and so they remain shut up 
in the laager, unable to enjoy the freedom of life 
God intended for us. 

In verse 24, he once again changes the metaphor 
slightly, and compares the Law to a tutor, guardian, 
or governess1, as the different translations have it. 
The role is to protect and teach. 

In chapter 4, Paul develops this last metaphor 
further when he describes how a child under a 
guardian is just like a slave. The child is under the 

full control of the guardian. But the time comes 
when the child reaches the legal age of maturity. 
When that time comes, the guardian no longer has 
a say over the adult. But, if there was a loving rela-
tionship between guardian and child, the guardian 
often continues to be a guide or mentor. And so, 
Paul too, can cry out “What shall we say then? Is 
the law sin? Absolutely not! Certainly, I would not 
have known sin except through the law” and “So 
then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, 
righteous, and good.” (Romans7:7,12)

Just like medicine, the Law was a necessary and 
even vital act of loving protection from God. 

But, who wants to live on medicine forever? 
Instead, God has offered each one of us freedom 

in Christ from the threats of the devil and his society. 
Say, “YES” to the Father’s calling; turn your back 
on your previous life; be willing to submit to the 
renovating work of the Spirit, and he will create the 
new person  in you, one who is able to live out the 
law of Christ.   F2F

1. A governess was like a nanny, but who had a lot more control 
over the child – to protect, to teach, to care for. In fact, the classical 
governess was often a substitute for the parents themselves

Is it unnatural to believe in God? Atheists confi-
dently claim that atheism is the only logical and 
natural position for a human being, unless his or her 
mind has been polluted by exposure to religion.

Richard Dawkins in his book, The God Delusion, 
wrote “You Christians reject all the gods of history 
except one—we atheists just deny one god more.” He 
seems to think this will convince us to agree with his 
point of view. After all, we reject, Ashteroth, Molech, 
Isis & Osiris, Zeus or Jupiter, 
Vishnu and Karishna, so isn’t 
it logical to also reject the one 
God in whom we do believe?

Ravi Zacharias has pointed 
out the flaw in this line of 
reasoning. He showed how 
Dawkins argument is the 
equivalent of saying that when 
we consider the mates of other 
people we know, then we can see 
that marriage is illogical and 
unnatural. So we should there-
fore also reject the one person 
we have chosen to be committed to, and become 
celibate. But that is obviously ridiculous – the differ-
ence between celibacy and monogamy is not merely a 
matter of degrees. They are virtually opposite posi-
tions. Professor Dawkin’s reasoning is obviously 
flawed.

It saddens me that people’s faith in God can be 
undermined by this kind of false reasoning. The ideas 
of atheists like Professor Dawkins are given wide 
publicity. But you don’t hear so much about evidence 

that contradicts them.
For example, have you heard about the research of 

psychologist Olivera Petrovich? She has found empir-
ical evidence that, far from having a natural proclivity 
for atheism, infants seem to naturally incline toward 
belief in some kind of God. Her research can be illus-
trated by the experience of Helen Keller, who became 
blind and deaf when she was only a few months old. 
Helen was cut off from all normal contact, until 

a dedicated teacher, Annie 
Sullivan, unlocked her mind. 
Helen grew up to become a 
gifted writer and speaker, 
and eventually she became a 
Christian. Writing about her 
understanding of God during 
her childhood years of silence 
and darkness, Helen wrote “I 
always knew He was there, but 
I didn’t know His name!”

So you see, the idea that 
atheism is our natural default 
position, and a belief in God is 

abnormal just isn’t true.
The Bible warns us not to be led astray by 

“cunningly devised fables.” Arguments based on 
flawed logic and contrived arguments are no threat 
to genuine faith. Remember – atheists must do more 
than just cast doubt. They must prove that God does 
not exist.

They haven’t done this, because they can’t. And 
they won’t.  F2F

Joseph Tkach

BelievinG what comes naturally
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Confession 
is it just a four-

letter word?

Of course it has 10 letters, 
but for some Chris-
tians it might just as 

well be a four-letter word, that 
is, a swear word or an insult. 

Christians are supposed to be without sin, so 
they have nothing to confess, right? Most Christians 
seem to think this way. They hardly practice the 
spiritual discipline of confession. Sometimes it is 
simply because it is uncomfortable to confess. It is 
like undressing in public. For most of us undressing 
in public is a no-no, and if others undressed you 
in public, it would be one of the worst embarrass-
ments in life.

Unfortunately that is the nature of sin. When 
you have sinned, and people know about it, you 
feel naked. You just want to hide away. That is 
exactly what Adam and Eve did after they sinned. 
They felt naked, and they hid away in the bushes. 
In order to cover their nakedness, “they sewed fig 
leaves together and made coverings for themselves” 
(Genesis 3:7).

Many Christians still think they can hide their 
sins from God. Jesus told a story of the Pharisee and 
tax collector who went to pray. The Pharisee did not 
know how to confess his sins. He told God about all 
his good works. The tax collector on the other hand 
confessed his sinfulness.  

why shoUld I confess?

Confession of sins is hardly understood. Why 
should we confess our sins? Doesn’t God know 
everything? If I committed a sin, he already knows 
about it, right? Why do I have to confess it? When 
Adam and Eve sinned, God knew what they did 
before they told him. One of the most puzzling verses 
in scripture is 1 John 1:9. It says “If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9).

This verse seems to suggest that if we don’t 
confess, God will not forgive us. The question that 
arises is: IF we are forgiven IF and only IF we confess 

our sins, why did Jesus have to die? Surely if we just 
confess our sins, God would forgive us? Was Jesus’ 
sacrifice necessary? To answer those questions, we 
need to understand what happens when we confess 
our sins.

The classic illustration of confession of sins is 
found in the Old Testament. God gave the people 
of Israel this ritual to perform every day, and once a 
year, on a special day. This Special Day was called 
the Day of Atonement. The Jews call it Yom Kippur. 
In 2013, the Day of Atonement will come early on 
14 September. The 14th of September is the earliest 
that the Day of Atonement can be on our calendar. 
The last time this day came so early was 114 years 
ago in 1899. So this year is somewhat special when 
it comes to the Day of Atonement. What does this 
Day have to do with Confession, though? Well, 
everything!

The first kind of confession happened everyday. 
Every time a person sinned, they were supposed to 
confess their sin and bring a lamb or goat to the 
priest to offer it as a sacrifice. If you could not afford 
a lamb or goat, you were allowed to bring two 
doves or young pigeons. If you could not afford two 
doves, you were allowed to bring 3.6 litres of fine 
flour. All these sacrifices were preceded by confes-
sion. Once this was done, “they will be forgiven.” 
(Leviticus 5:13) See also Leviticus 5 as a whole.

On the Day of Atonement, there was a more 
elaborate ritual, which was performed by the High 
Priest. This is described in more detail in Leviticus 
16. For the purposes of this article see what it says 
about confession of sins: 

“He is to lay both hands on the head of the live goat 
and confess over it all the wickedness and rebellion 
of the Israelites—all their sins—and put them on the 
goat’s head. He shall send the goat away into the 
wilderness in the care of someone appointed for the 
task. The goat will carry on itself all their sins to 
a remote place; and the man shall release it in 
the wilderness”(Leviticus 16:21, 22).

This ritual foreshadowed the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ who is the ultimate sacrifice, offered by 
Himself as the High Priest. “...When Christ came as 
high priest of the good things that are now already 

Takalani Musekwa

w w w. f a c e 2 f a c e . o r g . z a2 0



here, he went through the greater and more perfect 
tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that 
is to say, is not a part of this creation. He did not enter 
by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he 
entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own 
blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption”(Hebrews 
9:11, 12).

jesUs dId IT for yoU

The ritual in Leviticus 16 on the Day of Atone-
ment foreshadowed Jesus, who was represented by 
both the live goat on whose head the sins of ALL the 
people were confessed, and was led to  Golgotha, 
and was crucified there in the wilderness, outside 
the city, and the 
goat that was killed 
as a scarifice. That 
means that when 
Jesus was cruci-
fied, all the sins of 
humanity were on 
his head. But how 
did they get onto 
his head? They 
were confessed 
onto his head. Who 
confessed them 
onto his head? 
Christ himself as the 
High Priest. You do 
not have to confess 
them yourself. Jesus 
did that for you 
2000 years ago. 
When you confess 
you share in his 
confession.

However, as you 
read in Leviticus 
5 above, there was another daily ritual of confes-
sion of sin and sacrifice which happened everyday 
as people sinned. This confession was done by the 
priest. The priests foreshadowed all Christians, all 
believers. As Peter puts it, we are “a royal priest-
hood” which serves under the High Priest, Jesus 
Christ. (1Peter 2:9).  Each day as we commit sin, we 
are to confess our sins onto the head of our perfect 
sacrifice, Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. However, 
this confession is also a participation in the perfect 
confession of Jesus Christ, our High Priest. It is the 
Christ in us who leads us to this confession. By 
ourselves, we would rather hide in the bushes like 
Adam and Eve did, instead of confessing.

If we do not confess, we choose to continue 
carrying our sins ourselves. Therefore, to confess is 
a way of saying “I have sinned. I deserve to die. I am 
naked. I need to be covered up.” In response, God 
the Father says you do not need to carry those sins 
anymore. “God made him who had no sin to be sin 
for us, so that in him we might become the righteous-
ness of God.”(2 Corinthians 5:21). You do not need 
to die for your sins, “For God so loved the world that 

he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God 
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him. (John 3:16, 
17). 

You don’t need to feel naked. Jesus has been 
stripped naked on your behalf at Golgotha, but he 
covers you with his righteousness. You do not need 
to walk around with the load of sin. Jesus calls on 
all who are burdened by the weight of sin to come 
to him, so that he can take it away as symbolized by 
the Azazel goat on the Day of Atonement.

Confession is a means of receiving grace, just 
like Holy Communion and baptism. They are a 

way of sharing in 
Jesus’ death, thereby 
receiving the grace of 
God. To confess is to 
put down your load of 
sins at the foot of the 
cross. If you do not 
confess your sins, you 
are refusing to put 
them on the head of 
Jesus the Lamb of God. 
You are effectively 
saying I will carry my 
own sins, I will die for 
my own sins. God, in 
Christ has forgiven 
human sin, but the 
experiencing of the 
resultant reconciled 
relationship with 
God depends on the 
willingness of the 
particular person in 
question to receive 
that gift, and partici-

pate in the reconciled relationship that is his in 
Christ.

 Forgiveness is in and through Jesus Christ only. 
As you confess your sins each day, each week, each 
month, each year, you declare the sufficiency of 
Jesus’ sacrifice over your sins. When you confess 
your sins, you accept the sacrifice of Jesus. When 
you do that, God “...is faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteous-
ness.” (1 John 1:9)

“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would 
not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and 
said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ “I tell you 
that this man, rather than the other, went home justi-
fied before God....” (Luke 18:13, 14 )

Please note that John says that not only will God 
forgive us when we confess our sins, but he will 
also purify us from all unrighteousness. The Greek 
word for purify is katharizo, from which we get the 
English word catharsis. Catharsis is a psychological 
term used for emotional healing that comes from 
talking about one’s painful secrets. For example, 
if you have murdered somebody, and the guilt is 

confessIon - coNTiNued oN pg 23
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Gordon Green

King Solomon’s Mines
MODERN WISDOM FROM THE ANCIENT BOOK 

OF PROVERBS (PART 17)  
Is Our GOd An Aweful GOd?

What is the theme, motto 
and key thought of 
the book of Prov-

erbs? What is the very heart of 
our walk with God revealed to 
us in the book of Proverbs? 

The Fear of the Lord. 

If we condensed the whole book of Proverbs into 
one verse which would it be? Proverbs 1:7.  The fear 
of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; but fools 
despise wisdom and instruction. Proverbs 9:10 says 
something similar: The fear of the LORD is the begin-
ning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding. The “fear of the Lord” is the most 
basic truth in the book of Proverbs. Unless we have 
the “fear of the Lord” we will not have any wisdom, 
knowledge or understanding. 

What is the fear of the Lord?  It sounds like a 
contradiction. On the one hand God is love and 
yet we are told to fear him. Does that mean God is 
intimidating, scary and terrifying?  How can I have a 
relationship with someone I’m afraid of? 

reVerence, resPecT, wonder

The first line of Proverbs 1:7 is a little difficult to 
understand, since fear is not part of what we usually 
think of when we think of God. The word translated 

“fear” in many versions of the Bible comes from the 
Hebrew word yirah which has a range of meaning. 
Sometimes it refers to the fear we feel in anticipation 
of some danger or pain, but it can also mean “awe” 
or “reverence.” So which translation of fear should 
we use in verse 7?  The context is important. The 
meaning of “fear” in this instance is suggested in 
the second verse: fools despise wisdom and instruc-
tion. The key word is “despise” which also means 
to hold in contempt and to hold as insignificant. It 
can also be used to describe someone who is quar-
relsome, stubborn, proud and believes his way of 
thinking is right (Proverbs14:3;12:15). “It is a word 
of contempt and relational aloofness. It is the arro-
gance of being above instruction, too smart for it, 
too good for it, too busy for it.”1  C.S.Lewis describes 
this kind of attitude perfectly: 

In God you come up against something which 
is in every respect immeasurably superior to your-
self. Unless you know God as that – and, therefore, 
know yourself as nothing in comparison – you do not 

know God at all. 
As long as you 
are proud, you 
cannot know God.   
A proud man is always 
looking down on things and 
people; and, of course, as long 
as you are looking down, you cannot see something 
that is above you.” 2

The fear of the Lord in this verse is not a cringing 
terror before the Lord as though God were an angry 
tyrant. The word “fear” here means “reverence” 
and “awe”. “Reverence” means intense respect, to 
give honour to. Unfortunately the word “awe” has 
been devalued today – anything, even if only mildly 
surprising, is called “awesome”. But “awe” is a 
beautiful Bible word. It includes the idea of wonder, 
amazement, mystery, astonishment, gratitude, 
admiration and even worship. It means to stand 
speechless. It is when you come upon something 
which you have never experienced before and do 
not have the immediate mental process nor words 
to explain. 

breaThTakInG

It reminds me of the feeling I experienced when 
I saw the Grand Canyon for the first time. Nothing 
could prepare me for the sense of awe as I saw 
something of the grandeur of God’s beauty laid out 
before me. “Grand” is an understatement. Adjec-
tives like glorious, exalted, overwhelming, mesmer-
izing, spellbinding, awesome only begin to describe 
THE canyon. I was left speechless as I looked down 
from the rim to the mighty river flowing through the 
centre more than a kilometer below me. The beauty 
and vibrant colours of the rocks, and the wide variety 
of plant and animal life combined took my breath 
away. No part of the canyon is ever duplicated. Its 
colours, although many and complex at any instant, 
changed with the descending sun. I had never seen 
anything like this before. In a strange way I also felt 
a little afraid – because I felt so tiny and insignificant. 

This is the type of awe that is contained in this 
word fear. But this awe is not only about God’s crea-
tion. Stand in awe of a being who is so completely 
comprehensively, supremely and totally sufficient; 
who always has been, is now and always will be so 
perfect. Everything about God should fill our minds 
with awe and supreme admiration and respect. 
Because of grace and mercy and his infinite and 
unconditional love for us, you and I have been 
included into the arms and heart of God. Isn’t it 
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amazing that Jesus humbled himself and died for 
you and me and if you were the only person alive 
he would have still died for you? He is your personal 
saviour. He loves you not only because you are here, 
but also you are here because he loved you into 
existence. All of God’s creation is awesome yet you 
are the subject and focus of the conversation of the 
Trinity in scriptures like Psalm 8. As we frail, faulty 
humans look and ponder about these things there’s 
nothing we can do except to shout a holy “Wow!” 

“I haVe seen The lord”

St Augustine was an early Christian theologian 
who wrote much on the awesome wonders of God. 
One of his great works is entitled The City of God. 
On his deathbed, surrounded by his closest friends, 
he stopped breathing and a wonderful sense of 
peace filled the room.  Suddenly his eyes reopened, 
and with his face aglow he declared to those in the 
room, “I have seen the Lord.  All I have written is but 
straw.” Then he left for his eternal home.  

Proverbs1:7 and 9:10 also reveal to us that this 
fear of the Lord is the “beginning” of knowledge and 
wisdom. That means that wisdom and knowledge 
are solidly based on the fear of God. It is the neces-
sary foundation for us to handle our daily lives – of 
everything we do and say. As a lake is formed and 
composed of an upstream spring’s supply (Proverbs 
14:27), so too is the fear of the Lord the starting 
point. When you are in awe for and respect God 
for who he is, your wisdom and knowledge become 
wider and deeper. Without the fear of the Lord we 
deprive ourselves of the treasures of God’s wisdom 
and knowledge. It is like having an army without 
a general or a body without a head. I like the way 
the Message Bible translates verse 7: “Start with 

GOD—the first step in learning is bowing down to 
GOD”.  

In the classic children’s book The Wind in the 
Willows two of the main characters Rat and Mole 
go looking for the baby otter and stumble into the 
presence of God.

Suddenly the Mole felt a great Awe upon him, 
an awe that turned his muscles to water, bowed his 
head, and rooted his feet to the ground.  It was no 
panic terror – indeed, he felt wonderfully at peace 
and happy….

“Rat!: he found breath to whisper, shaking, “Are 
you afraid?”

“Afraid?” murmured the Rat, his eyes shining with 
unutterable love.

“Afraid! Of Him? O, never, never! And yet – and 
yet – O, Mole, I am afraid!”

Then the two animals, couching to the earth, 
bowed their heads and did worship.

If you would like to experience God with that 
humility, if you would like to have a fear of the Lord, 
the good news is that you can.  But don’t try and 
work it up.  Ask God to work this awe and reverence 
in you (Philippians 2:12-13). Pray for it daily. Medi-
tate on the wonders of God. God and his creation 
are awesome. The fear of God is our reaction when 
we clearly see God for who he is and realise the vast 
difference that exists between us and God. He will 
take your breath away!  F2F

1 I am indebted to Raymond Ortlund for this comment and other 
ideas from his book “Proverbs”.

2  C.S Lewis, Mere Christianity p.96

killing you, a Psychologist will help you talk about 
the murder, and most people find healing from 
that. Even victims of rape and incest find healing 
from talking about their experiences. Confession, 
however, is about accepting and acknowledging 
your sin, your guilt, and by so doing passing it on to 
the head of one who can take it away from you and 
make things right. 

lIVes sTarVed of Grace

Confession is like a coupon of grace. Christians 
have limitless supply of these coupons. Each day 
they can hand them in for God’s grace, freely given, 
to be freely received. It is unthinkable that anybody 
will starve, when they have a bag full of coupons, 
which they can hand in at their local supermarket 
to receive groceries for free. By not practicing this 
discipline of confession, many Christians are living 
lives starved of God’s grace. 

Some may ask: are you saying we must just keep 

sinning and confessing so that grace may abound? 
Well of course not! John seems to have antici-
pated this question. See what he says next as he 
continues in chapter 2 ”My dear children, i write 
this to you so THAT You WiLL NoT siN. BuT 
iF ANYBodY does siN,  We HAVe an advocate 
with the Father—Jesus cHRisT, the Righteous 
One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, 
and not only for ours but also for the sins of 
the whole world.”(1 John 2:1, 2). John is saying 
that when you confess, it is like pleading guilty in 
a court of law. The good news is that you will not 
be condemned, because you have an advocate in 
Jesus Christ, who has already atoned for your sins. 
That’s great news! That’s the gospel.

As you start practicing this discipline of Confes-
sion of Sins, may you “...grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and savior Jesus christ. 
To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.”(2 
Peter 3:18). Confession need not be a four-letter 
word!  F2F
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