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Editorial

In this issue we have put together for you a 
spread of articles, with great variety like a sump-
tuous Christmas feast. A feast is good and enjoyable, 
but it is regular sustenance that keeps one alive. 

 Unfortunately the cost of printing Face to Face 
Magazine more often than every second month is 
just not within our means. However, there is some 
good news for those of you who have access to 
the internet and Facebook. A nourishing break-
fast awaits you each day if you get onto Facebook, 
search for “Face to Face Magazine”, and ‘like’ the 
page.

Enjoy and give thanks to God for His abundance.
As we head into our December holidays, it is so 

easy to become distracted by so many side issues 
surrounding Christmas. Christmas proclaims that 
God is the light of his people from all eternity. When, 
in the fullness of time, Jesus came, it was to fulfil 
all the messianic prophecies concerning him. With 
Jesus’ first coming, the eternal morning dawned. 
In this we find great hope, for it brings with it the 
promise that ultimately all wrongs will be righted 

and all tears wiped away. Thus Jesus’ first coming 
carries with it the promise of his second.

Christmas is a joyous celebration of his love, his 
faithfulness, and the promise of the fullness of his 
kingdom at his second coming. Because of his birth, 
life, death, resurrection and ascension, the love of 
God dwells not just among us but also, by his Spirit, 
in us so that we may love one another with his love 
in the same Spirit.

Christmas is about the light and the love of God 
being sent to us in a most personal way—in the 
incarnate person of the Son of God, Jesus Christ.

 I pray that as you and your loved ones celebrate 
Christmas with this fullness of meaning, you will 
find the joy, hope and comfort that come through 
our Lord’s presence.

Travel safely, have a blessed Christmas and may 
2014 be filled with the richness of His true blessings.

In His service and love
Tim
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Will you go to the ball?
Have you read Cinderella? Surely 

most people know the plot. A pretty 
young girl’s mother dies, the father marries 
someone else who already has two daughters, then 
the step-mother and the step-sisters gang up on and 
bully the young girl, making her do all the dirty jobs 
around the house. They especially get her to clean 
out the fireplace and the kitchen range, where the 
cooled down cinders always dirty her clothes: hence 
the name “Cinderella” – little cinders!

One day the prince decides he wants to get 
married (civil partnerships were not available – how 
simple things were in those fairy tales). So he gets 
his father’s servants to organize a grand ball, the 
biggest “do” yet, a splendid dance, the not-to-be-
missed social event of the year. Cinderella has to 
work up to the last minute and, anyway, doesn’t 
have anything clean and/or suitable to wear, 
whereas the ugly sisters get to go. How unfair it all 
is. Then…well, I am sure you remember the rest, 
don’t you? She gets to go to the ball in a dazzling 
gown, and, after a shoe predicament, gets to marry 
the handsome prince, who turns into a frog when 
she kisses him…or am I getting things mixed up?

Cinderella may be the most famous “rags to 
riches” story ever. Or is it? Well, there is another 
story that in the long run will probably surpass 
it, and it involves you and me. To explain it we’re 
going to go to a relatively obscure Old Testament 
book called Zechariah. 

the beSt party eVer

Before we get there, let’s remember a dominant 
Biblical idea. It is that God is planning to hold a 
fantastic party at the end of our time. It’s referred to 
in different ways: a wedding feast, the marriage of 
the Lamb, a banquet, etc. Whatever it is, it’s going 
to be a great time physically and spiritually. That is 
how being in the eternal presence of the everlasting 
God is described. In the book of Psalms it says there 
will be pleasures forevermore (Psalm 16:11). We do 
get to live happily ever after!

When he writes, Zechariah often describes spir-
itual realities in terms of the events and personali-
ties of his day. The Jews had been allowed to return 
from captivity to Jerusalem. Both Zechariah and his 
contemporary, the prophet Haggai, were encour-
aging the Jews in the rebuilding of the temple. 
Zechariah uses imagery that would be familiar to 
his readers in order to convey a hopeful future of 

James Henderson

CINDERELLA 
AND YOU

cInderella and you - continued on pg 6
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The 
Humble 

King

Studying the Bible should 
be like a good meal - 
savoured and enjoyed!

Can you imagine how boring life would be if we 
only ate to stay alive, just gulping down our food 
because it was necessary to nourish our physical 
bodies? How crazy would it be if we never slowed 
down enough to actually relish and enjoy the tastes 
and textures and inhale the delicious aromas of 
each mouthful of food we ate? 

I’ve spoken previously of the precious gems of 
knowledge and wisdom scattered throughout all of 
scripture. Ultimately, they reveal to us more of the 
nature and love of God. To find these gems we need 
to learn to slow down and savour Scripture as we do 
a good meal, internalising the words, mulling them 
over and allowing them to point us to The Word, the 
One whom it is all about.

A few days ago I was reading Philippians 2:6-8 
where Paul talks about God making himself as 
nothing and taking on the form of a servant and 
man.  It is so easy to just read over this without fully 
understanding or even thinking about the implica-
tions. 

drIVen by loVe

Stop a while and ponder. The creator of the 
entire universe, the One who spoke the sun, moon, 
stars and galaxies into existence, unrobed himself 
of his power and glory that we as physical humans 
can never fully comprehend, and clothed himself 
with flesh.  Not as a mature man, but as a helpless 
infant, totally dependent on his parents. And he did 
this driven by his love for you and me.

Jesus was unlike what 
any Israelite thought their 

Messiah would be

Christ our Lord, the greatest ever Missionary, 
discarded the glories of heaven and came down to 
earth to reveal to us the Good News, the plan of 
salvation and redemption through this ultimate act 
of selfless love. So the Son, beloved of the Father, 
in total humility, counted the glories of heaven 
as nothing, and humbled himself to be born as a 
babe in the little town of Bethlehem. One would 
think that God would surely have chosen a palace, 
and the centre of the civilised world to be born in, 
right? Bethlehem must have been the centre of the 

Tim Maguire
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civilised world back then, surely?
Nope.
Not only was Bethlehem not the centre of the 

civilised world, it in fact probably held about as 
much importance as Bethlehem in the Free State! 
(sorry Bethlehemites).

 A prophetic reference in Micah 5:2  proclaims; 
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little 
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall 
come forth to me the one to be ruler in Israel.”

And not only was the God-child born in a totally 
obscure village, he was born in a barn, that many 
scholars think could have been a small cave at the 
back of a dwelling, among the odour and noise that 
accompanies farmyard beasts. Not much of a grand 
entrance for God as he made his appearance on 
the world stage -  the trumpet blast heralding a king 
replaced by the bleating of sheep and braying of 
donkeys.

And this humble King grew up in obscurity, never 
taking glory on himself, but always reflecting it back 
to the Father. Until at last in the 12th Chapter of 
the Gospel of John, he proclaims that the time has 
arrived for him to be glorified... and he is found 
riding into Jerusalem on a donkey. Jesus is at last 
recognised for whom he really is, the King of kings; 
palm leaves are laid in the road and prophecy is 
fulfilled.  Hosannas are sung and he chooses, not a 
white stallion with flowing mane and tail, prancing 
through the streets; not even does he choose a full 
grown donkey! He rides in, feet probably dragging 
in the dirt, on a young donkey colt! 

And then the ultimate humility; Philippians 2:8  
“And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to death-- even death 

on a cross!”

he defeated SIn, not the 
roman empIre

Jesus was unlike what any Israelite thought their 
Messiah would be. He came not to overthrow the 
Roman Empire, as most hoped he would. Nor did 
he come to proclaim an earthly kingdom and exalt 
his people. He came born as a babe in a manger 
in some obscure town. He walked among the sick 
and the sinners and avoided the spotlight of centre 
stage through both word and action. He rode into 
Jerusalem on a donkey colt. Even though Heaven 
had been his throne and the Earth his footstool, he 
did not exalt himself in any way, because his only 
motivation was his love for you and me. 

And yes, he did establish his Kingdom, the one 
that he had longed for since the beginning of crea-
tion.  He defeated not the Romans, nor any other 
worldly empire, but sin that had held humankind 
captive for so long. And he rules over the hearts 
of believers. God did all this and at the same time 
taught us all a very important lesson in humility and 
love, revealing his very nature to us. After Christ 
humbled himself, the Father “exalted him to the 
highest place and gave him the name that is above 
every name” (Philippians 2:9)

And now, as his willing subjects we look forward 
to his second coming, not obscurely in some remote 
village, but in glory and might and power, with all 
the world to see, this time riding a white horse and 
taking his rightful rule, not only over our hearts, but 
over all of creation!  F2F

national and personal restoration to God.
In Zechariah chapter three he describes God’s 

grace as a “rags to riches” story. It is recounted in the 
form of a vision that is full of symbolism. Joshua was 
the high priest. He represented the Jewish people. 
For us today, Joshua is representative of Christians 
individually and also of the collective church. 

Joshua is before the Angel of the Lord. Satan is 
there too, and he accuses Joshua continuously, but 
the Lord rebukes him. This reminds us of how Satan 
is the accuser of the brethren and of how it is Jesus 
who rebukes Satan on our behalf.

The problem is that Joshua’s clothes are dirty 
(just like Cinderella’s were). It’s understandable 
because Joshua is like something precious that has 
just been plucked from a burning fire. Scorched and 
blemished, torn and burnt, what should have been 
his spotless white garment was reduced to filthy 
rags. “Take them away”, says God. Then Zechariah 
shifts to the spiritual reality, moving up a gear. This 
is God saying that he has removed Joshua’s sins, 
and that he will provide brand new, rich robes for 
him to wear. So Joshua is given fresh clothes, and 

a clean turban. In putting them on he stands anew 
before God, restored to God’s presence.

The parallel to grace is amazing. God sees 
humanity - that is you, me and everyone else - as 
something worth saving from the fires of hell. Jesus 
has overcome Satan for us. All our righteousness 
is as filthy rags. There is nothing we can do, just 
like there was nothing Joshua could do, to be 
saved. It needed grace, unmerited forgiveness. God 
forgave his sins although Joshua had done nothing 
to warrant it. In the same way God forgives our 
sins. And God gave Joshua new clothes. We too get 
dressed in fine linen, having put on the righteous-
ness of Jesus.

So ours really is a “rags to riches” story, isn’t it? 
There are a few differences between our story and 
Cinderella’s: no pumpkins, no fairy godmothers, 
and there’s no condition about the church fitting 
into its missing slipper. You can only take an 
analogy so far. We, however, end up partying at the 
marriage supper of the Lamb because God’s love is 
unconditional.

So - we do get to go the ball!  F2F

cInderella and you - continued from pg 4
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I am not 100% Venda, 
so what am I?

Takalani Musekwa

Politicians like former 
president of South Africa, 
Thabo Mbeki and Winnie 

Madikizela-Mandela have been 
quoted in South African media 
lamenting the rise of tribalism. 

The fight against apartheid was expressly 
against tribalism. South Africa, like many countries, 
comprises different ethnic groups. Officially, only 
11 of these  have been given formal status. There 
are 11 official languages in South Africa, namely, 
Afrikaans, English, IsiNdebele,  IsiSwati, IsiXhosa, 
IsiZulu, SePedi, SeSotho, SeTswana, XiTsonga and 
TshiVenda. Other languages spoken in South Africa, 
to name but a few, are Greek, Portuguese, Khoisan, 
Italian, Mandarin, Etc.

Many bumper stickers have been popping up on 
cars recently about people’s ethnicity. “I am 100% 
Venda”; “100% Zuluboy”; “I am 110% Tswana”; etc. 
Whilst these statements and bumper stickers are 
an honest attempt at defining one’s identity, they 
are completely misguided. My mother tongue is 
TshiVenda, but I am not 100% Venda. There is a 
huge difference between your mother tongue and 
your ethnicity. A Chinese person born and bred in 
London, who speaks only English, is not necessarily 
English. Simon Van der Stel, a “Dutchman” who 
moved to Cape Town in the 1600s and became the 
first Governor of the Cape was not Dutch. He was 
a grandson of a freed Indian slave woman and a 
Dutchman. Nobody is 100% anything except human.

but what about JeSuS? 

Was he 100% Jew? Definitely not! There are a few 
non-Israelite women in his ancestry. I find it fasci-
nating that two of the four gospel writers decided 
to devote quite a bit of their gospel accounts to the 
genealogy of Jesus. What were they trying to prove? 
Matthew starts his book by outlining the genealogy 
of Jesus going back to Abraham. I believe he was 
trying to prove that Jesus is the one through whom 
the promises made to Abraham would be fulfilled.

See what Paul says to the Galatians, who were 
Gentiles, not Jews. “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, 
neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, 

for you are all one in Christ Jesus. if you belong to 
christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise. (Galatians 3:28, 29)

He says anybody who belongs to Christ is Abra-
ham’s seed, and heir according to the promise. 
What was the promise? The promise was that all 
ethnic groups will be blessed by God through the 
seed of Abraham. See what is recorded for us in the 
book of Genesis: 

“I will bless those who bless you, and whoever 
curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you.” (Genesis 12:3)

Paul emphasizes this point to the Galatians. 
“Have you experienced so much in vain—if it really 
was in vain? Scripture foresaw that God would justify 
the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in 
advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed 
through you.” So those who rely on faith are blessed 
along with Abraham, the man of faith.” (Galatians 
3:4, 8, 9)

As you can see, Matthew is not trying to prove 
that Jesus is 100% Jewish. As Paul puts it to the 
Romans, “...not all who are descended from Israel 
are Israel.” (Romans 9:6)

all humanS deScended from one man

On the other hand, Luke’s account of the gene-
alogy of Jesus goes further back. He has some-
thing else to say. Luke says the ancestor of Jesus is 
Adam, who is the Son of God. As he puts it, Jesus 
descended from Adam, who was “the son of God.” 
(Luke 3:38) All humans descended from this one 
man Adam, who was the son of God. Continuing 
his account in the book of Acts, Luke writes:

“From one man he made all the nations, that they 
should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out 
their appointed times in history and the boundaries of 
their lands. God did this so that they would seek him 
and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though 
he is not far from any one of us. ‘For in him we live 
and move and have our being.’ In the past God over-
looked such ignorance, but now he commands all 
people everywhere to repent.”(Acts 17:26-30)

The message of Luke was that Jesus shares his 
genealogy with all humans, including YOU! God 
made all the nations from the one man Adam. He 
did this so that all nations will seek him, not just the 

I am not 100% Venda - continued on pg 9
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‘What a wretched 
person I am!’  

These words of anguish uttered 
by the apostle Paul epitomised the ongoing inner 
struggle between his love for God’s law and the law 
of sin (Romans 7:21-25).  He delighted in God’s law 
and wanted to obey Jesus with every fibre of his 
being, yet was exasperated by the way in which he 
allowed himself to be held to ransom by sin.  

I am sure you also wrestle with overwhelming 
feelings of frustration and distress on the occasions 
when you have let the Lord down and sinned, yet 
again.  Let’s take it a step further and consider the 
gut wrenching moments when you suffered from 
serious setbacks.  Perhaps you made some terrible 
mistakes, errors of judgement or wrong choices 
which resulted in devastating consequences for you 
and your family.  So much so that it seemed like 
your life was falling apart and you became mesmer-
ised by feelings of rejection, desperation and even 
despair with words such as ‘what a wretched person 
I am,’ crying out from the very depth of your soul.

How do you deal with failure and disappointment 
when you have messed up big time?  Besides calling 
on close family and friends for help, perhaps you 
tend to search for advice and encouragement from 
any number of the inspirational books available in 
the marketplace.  One of the recurring themes in 

this genre of literature focuses on a positive mental 
attitude as a key factor to rising above adversity 
and failure.  And we do appreciate the mentoring 
role hundreds of well renowned authors fulfil in this 
regard.  

 you’re free

Yet, is positive thinking really the answer? Paul 
continues his inner dialogue in the book of Romans 
by asking the question, “Who will rescue me from 
this body of death?”  He emphatically responds, 

“Thanks be to God who delivers me through Jesus our 
Lord” (Romans 7:25).    

Paul then begins to unveil the awe-inspiring and 
astounding truth of God’s love for each one of us 
in Romans chapter eight.  Let’s start with Romans 
8:1-2 “Therefore there is no condemnation to those 
who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus 
the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free 
from the law of sin and death.”  Christ has set you 
free from the law of sin and wraps his arms around 
you with a depth of love, warmth and forgiveness 
that staggers the imagination.   

The truth of Christ’s precious gift to you continues 
to unfold in Romans 8:14-18 “For those who are led 
by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The 
Spirit you received brought about your adoption to 
sonship... The Spirit himself testifies with our Spirit 
that we are God’s children.  Now if we are God’s 
children then we are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs 

Bob Klynsmith

Is 
Positive 

Thinking 
the 

Answer?
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Jews. This is the story of Christmas. It is the story that 
God has sent the One through whom all nations will 
be blessed.  That is, “to show mercy to our ances-
tors and to remember his holy covenant, the oath he 
swore to our father Abraham” (Luke 1:72, 73).

Luke gives even more details about the birth of 
Jesus. He talks about the angels going to tell shep-
herds who were out in the fields about the birth of 
Jesus. “But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. 
I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all 
the people. “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.” 
(Luke 2:10, 14)

The message of Christmas, that is, the birth of 
Jesus, is a message of great joy for all people of all 
ethnic groups. It is also a message of peace. There 
is no difference between Jews and other nations. 

“...For we have already made the charge that Jews 
and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin.” 
(Romans 3:9) “For there is no difference between 
Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and 

richly blesses all who call on him” (Romans 10:12).
“For he himself is our peace, who has made the 

two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the 
dividing wall of hostility” (Ephesians 2:14). There 
is no reason for xenophobia, or for being 100% 
anything, or for war. During the first world war, the 
Allied and German forces understood the message 
of Christmas. They put down their weapons for a 
day, and spent time together. Sadly, they went back 
to war after that. It should not be so for you this 
Christmas. Realize you are 100% human.

May you never see humans the same way you 
did before. “So from now on we regard no one from 
a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded 
Christ in this way, we do so no longer.” (2 Corin-
thians 5:16). 

Merry Christmas!  F2F

I am not 100% Venda - continued from pg 7

with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in 
order that we may also share in his glory.  I consider 
that our present sufferings are not worth comparing 
with the glory that will be revealed in us.”  Wow!  
This is breathtaking!  You are an adopted son or 
daughter in Christ, heirs to share in his glorious 
kingdom, and above all, enjoy the privilege of an 
intimate relationship with the Triune God, now and 
for eternity.  

Here Paul opens our minds to grasp the bigger 
picture.  Understanding the magnitude of our future 
destiny in Christ endows us with the enduring faith 
and courage to face trying circumstances in the 
present.  Our source of strength lies in the living 
God and indwelling presence of Jesus through the 
Holy Spirit.  As we reflect on the powerful verses of 
Romans chapter eight we cannot help but become 
very aware of the limitations of positive thinking, 
apart from a very personal loving God who is inti-
mately involved in our lives.  Jesus says in John 15:5 

“Apart from me you can do nothing.”  Paul encour-
ages us with these consoling words, “If God is for 
us who can be against us.”  (Romans 8:31) Yet, the 
power of positive thinking is mentioned nowhere in 
these passages of scripture.

faIlure IS not a lIfe Sentence

An important step in weathering failure is to 
understand that your failure does not make you a 
failure.  God does not see you as a failure.  You 
may have failed at doing something but this is not 
a lifetime sentence.  As world renowned leadership 
expert and author, John Maxwell, says, “See failure 
as a momentary event, not a lifetime epidemic.”  C. 
S. Lewis adds, “Failures are finger posts on the road 
to achievement.”  And Proverbs 24:16 urges us to 
never give up, “For though the righteous fall seven 
times, they rise again.”

Romans 8:28 gives an amazing declaration of 

God’s proactive involvement in every facet of our 
lives,  “And we know that in all things God works 
for the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose.” 

The original Greek amplifies this as meaning 
‘God working together with us in all situations’.   
God takes the events in your life, good and bad, 
and weaves them together to bring out the very best 
in you.  He has a vested interest in your future and 
will never let you go.  Notice Philippians 1: 6 “Being 
confident of this, that he who began a good work 
in you will carry it on to completion until the day of 
Christ Jesus”. This knowledge in itself gives us the 
assurance that the Lord is with us in the midst of our 
darkest moments.  Micah 7:8 says, “Though I have 
fallen, I will rise. Though I sit in darkness, the Lord 
will be my light.”  

To quote from a recent Speaking of Life presenta-
tion by Joseph Tkach, President of Grace Communion 
International: “God is constantly reshaping us. Our 
failures don’t disgust him or make him want to turn 
away. No matter what kind of mess we make of our 
lives, the Master Potter can always take our clay, 
remould it and ultimately make us into a beautiful 
vessel.”

Paul vividly describes the pinnacle of God’s love 
in Romans 8:35-39 “Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecu-
tion or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?... 
Now in all things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us.  For I am convinced 
that neither death or life, neither angel nor demon, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God, that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Indeed, the strength, and depth and majesty of 
God’s loving embrace is limitless, beyond words 
and beyond positive thinking.  F2F
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Radical 
Love

The love of God 
iS fooliShneSS. 

Don’t blame me for saying this; blame 
the apostle Paul. In his letter to the church at Corinth, 
Paul said he was 
not there to preach 
signs to placate the 
Jews or to preach 
wisdom to placate 
the Greeks; he was 
there to preach 
Christ crucified. His 
message was “a 
stumbling block to 
Jews, and foolish-
ness to Gentiles” (1 
Corinthians 1:23). 

From a human 
perspective, God’s 
love simply does 
not make sense. 

“For the message 
of the cross is fool-
ishness to those 
who are perishing” 
(verse 18). To those who don’t know that the cross is 
a message of God’s love, it is foolish to believe God 
would save us by dying.

Indeed, God’s love is unbelievable, it’s prepos-
terous, it’s profound, it’s radical.

from Splendor to Squalor

Think about it. You live in absolute perfection. 
You are the epitome of unity and communion. Your 
life is embodied by love, joy and peace, and you 
decide to radically alter everything.

I just described the beginning of creation, when 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit lived in perfect unity, in 
absolute communion. They are of one mind, one 
goal, one passion. Their existence is embodied by 
love, joy and peace. 

And they decide to change everything by sharing 
all that they are with something not yet created. So 

they create humanity and call us the children of 
the Father. They created men and women, you and 
me, to enjoy relationship with them for eternity. But 
they created us with a caveat. They did not want to 
demand we behave a certain way in order to be in 

that relationship. They 
wanted us to choose to 
be in that relationship. 
So they gave us freedom 
of choice. 

And because they 
gave us this choice, 
they knew most would 
choose poorly. So they 
created the plan. Not a 
back-up plan, not Plan 
B, but the plan. And this 
plan was for God the 
Son to become human 
and for God the human 
to go to the cross and 
die. That’s foolishness, 
to most. That’s radical 
love.

I recently visited a 
country in Asia where 
people worship literally 

hundreds of deities. Followers spend their lives 
trying to gain favor with these gods.  They want to 
keep the gods happy so they won’t be cursed. They 
spend their lives afraid they aren’t doing enough. 
The idea that one of their gods would become 
human to help them, out of love, would seem abso-
lutely foolish to them.

The Son, however, did not think it was foolish. It 
was a decision based on love. He loved us enough 
to throw off his robe of light and attach himself 
to the placenta of a young Jewish girl. “The Word 
became flesh and  made his dwelling among us” 
(John 1:14). That seems a foolish thing for a God to 
do. That’s radical love.

a frIend of SInnerS

As a human, he lived with fishermen and tax 
collectors—the normal and the despised of society. 

Rick Shallenberger
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He spent time with lepers, the demon possessed, 
and sinners. The religious leaders called him foolish. 
That’s radical love.

In John 8 we read that when a woman caught 
in adultery was brought before him, the leaders 
wanted to stone her. But Jesus  said, “Let him who 
is without sin cast the first stone.” They all left. And 
Jesus, the only one who was without sin, said, “I 
don’t condemn you. Go and stop doing what you are 
doing.” Foolishness to many. That’s radical love.

Jesus ate in the homes of sinners. Foolishness, 
the religious leaders said, he’s not keeping himself 
pure. Their sins will influence him. He will become 
like them. Radical love says, no; by loving sinners, 
they will become like Jesus. 

Jesus—Son of God and Son of Man—allowed 
himself to be arrested, tortured and murdered 
so that by his shed blood we could be redeemed, 
forgiven and reconciled. He took all of our filth and 
foolishness upon himself and made us clean before 
our Papa/Father. That’s radical love.

Then he was buried. On the third day he rose 
from the grave to move beyond giving us redemp-
tion, forgiveness and reconciliation. He rose from 
the grave to give us life. He told his disciples, “When 
I go I will return, and when I return I will be in you 
and you will be in me” (John 14:20). That’s crazy 
talk. That’s radical love; that’s radical life.

In fact, the whole of 
Christianity is based on 

love—the life-giving love of 
Jesus and his followers.

He then ascended to our Father and, because of 
“his great love with which he loved us,”—this “foolish” 
radical love—“even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by 
grace you have been saved—and raised us up with 
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:4-6, ESV). Yes, while still 
sinners—before we even had the chance to repent—
God took us in and loved us. 

This is radical love. It is in and through Jesus the 
Son of the Father that we are included. That same 
Father then placed us—with Jesus—at his right 
hand. Then that same Father invited us to partici-
pate in what he is doing—sharing that radical love 
and that radical life with others.

God’s plan is foolishness to many. It’s a plan of 
radical love. 

radIcal obedIence

Notice how Eugene Peterson translated Philip-
pians 2:5-11 in The Message:

“Think of yourselves the way Christ Jesus thought of 

himself. He had equal status with God but didn’t think 
so much of himself that he had to cling to the advan-
tages of that status no matter what. Not at all. When 
the time came, he set aside the privileges of deity 
and took on the status of a slave, became human! 
Having become human, he stayed human. It was an 
incredibly humbling process. He didn’t claim special 
privileges. Instead, he lived a selfless, obedient life 
and then died a selfless, obedient death—and the 
worst kind of death at that—a crucifixion.

“Because of that obedience, God lifted him high 
and honored him far beyond anyone or anything, 
ever, so that all created beings in heaven and on 
earth—even those long dead and buried—will bow 
in worship before this Jesus Christ, and call out in 
praise that he is Master of all, to the glorious honor of 
God the Father” (Philippians. 2:9-11, The Message).  

That’s RADICAL love.

a lIVIng example

Jesus died for all humanity because of love that 
appears foolish. And he has invited us to participate 
in this love that sometimes makes no sense, but 
helps others understand radical love. Let me share 
one such example of radical love.

We have a ministry partner in Nepal—Deben Sam. 
Almost every week after church Deben goes to the 
village where we have a free medical clinic for the 
poorest of the poor in and around the brickyards of 
Kathmandu. Nearby, Deben has built a farm project 
for the churches and the orphans, and here is one 
area where Deben shares the gospel. A short time 
ago, Deben was robbed and severely beaten on his 
way home and accused of bringing false hope to 
the village. He was accused of bringing religious 
pollution—his message is considered foolishness to 
those who do not know the message of the cross.

Our ministry partner, who has since recovered, 
practices radical love. The very love God has asked 
us to share with all—even those whom we consider 
enemies. That’s how we lay down our lives for 
others.

Sharing the message of the cross—the message 
of God’s love—is sharing the experience of the 
radical, transforming love of Jesus. In fact, the 
whole of Christianity is based on love—the life-
giving love of Jesus and his followers. It’s foolish 
love, and sometimes, humanly speaking, it simply 
doesn’t make sense. It’s not a love we know with 
our intellect, but with our hearts. It’s radical love.

Easter is about the love a Papa/Father has for 
all of his children—including those who don’t know 
they are his beloved. The Father gave his Son. His 
Son gave his life. He died for ALL. He rose from the 
grave for ALL. His love is for ALL—those who know 
him, those who don’t know him yet.

This is Radical Love.  F2F
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How to Resist Temptation

Satan tempted Jesus in 
the desert, and Jesus 
responded by quoting 

scripture (Matthew 4). 
However, as you have probably noticed, just 

quoting scripture does not make temptation go 
away, and it does not guarantee that we will resist 
it. After all, even Satan can quote scripture. I would 
like to recommend some additional strategies in our 
struggle against sin.

Stay out of trouble

First, stay away from sin. Don’t go looking 
for Satan just to show that you can withstand his 
wiles. We aren’t supposed to go looking for trouble, 
jumping off of spiritual cliffs and expecting angels to 
rescue us. What I recommend is the opposite: Draw 
boundaries for yourself that keep you away from 
the danger.

By boundaries, I do not mean that you see how 
close you can get to sin without actually going 
over the line. That is stupid, for the simple reason 
that our strength of resistance varies from time to 

time. A boundary that may be safe for us one day 
may be hazardous to us the next, depending on 
our emotional state. So a boundary, if it’s going to 
work, has to be set for our weakest moment, not 
our strongest.

God doesn’t tell us where to put our bounda-
ries, and we all may need slightly different levels of 
strictness with ourselves. For example, a photo that 
is sexually suggestive for one person may not even 
catch the eye of another. Consequently, people 
have differing ideas of what sort of pictures to avoid. 
People with a high tolerance should not look down 
on those with low tolerance—everyone must judge 
the risk for themselves.

A person with high tolerance should not “push” 
the boundaries of the other, saying it’s OK, for that 
might cause the person to sin. The person with high 
tolerance should also remember that it is dangerous 
to overestimate one’s strength. Many aspects of 
society are designed to tempt, so don’t forget that 
you are human.

Many of us struggle with temptation in the form 
of calories. Here, we can break our boundaries every 
now and then and still recover. Many people have 
trouble with alcohol, and experience has shown that 

Jospeh Tkach
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the safest boundary for most is “absolutely none.” 
The potential danger is high; the benefits are low; it 
is simply not worth the risk.

Sexual temptations can also be dangerous, 
because the consequences of sexual sins are severe. 
We can’t just “recover” a relationship shattered by 
infidelity. Here, we must set boundaries well away 
from the danger zone, just to make sure that nothing 
happens even in our weakest moments.

For example, our pastors have been given a 
boundary: They cannot counsel a woman alone. 
Although the chances of improprieties may be slim, 
the devastating consequences make the risk too 
great to allow private counseling. And for similar 
reasons, youth ministry workers 
are not to be alone with a 
child. Safety is too important 
to leave to good intentions and 
assumptions.

aVoIdIng danger

Boundaries are required 
for pastors; they are also 
good advice for members. 
For example, it is dangerous 
for unmarried couples to 
be together in private in a 
bedroom. It may not be a sin, 
but it is not wise. Most of the 
time it may be “safe” (although 
it isn’t a very good example). 
But no one knows in advance 
when a time of weakness will 
strike. The danger is too great 
to take an unnecessary chance.

One of our members gave 
me this example from his expe-
rience in construction: When 
working on a platform three 
feet off the ground, safety belts 
were not needed. When working on a platform 
30 feet high (even though the chances of falling 
off were theoretically the same), safety belts were 
required; all workers had to be attached by rope 
to something secure. When working on a large 
flat roof, safety ropes were not required unless the 
worker was within 12 feet of the edge. In other 
words, the requirements were adjusted according 
to risk and the seriousness of the consequences.

The safety rules were particularly interesting for 
working on a large domed roof. At the top of the 
roof, where the surface is nearly level, the chances 
of falling down are practically nil, and the chances 
of injury are low. One could even go 20 feet out 
from the center, and the slope would still be quite 
gentle; even if somebody tripped and fell there 
would be no danger.

However, one could go about halfway out and 
still stand up, but there, the roof has a steep slope 
and a small stumble might cause a person to fall off 
the building and die. But there was no identifiable 

point where danger started. Consequently, workers 
had to be safety-roped no matter where they were 
on the roof. No specific “edge” made the dome 
dangerous, because no one could see where the 
danger zone started. Lives were at stake, and the 
only sensible precaution was to require everyone, 
even people on the flat part of the roof, to be safety-
roped.

That is what we must sometimes do with tempta-
tions. The more serious the consequences of failure, 
the more cautious we must be. When we are not 
sure where the danger zone is, we need to back 
up a bit further to make sure we do not enter it. 
In other words, if we want to avoid sin, we draw 

boundary lines for safety, not 
for getting as close as we can.

Some men who travel alone 
have a boundary in motel 
rooms: don’t turn the television 
on. They find it easier to keep 
it off than to turn it off once it’s 
on, and they believe that the 
potential for harm is too great 
for them to take a risk. Not all 
men have the same boundary, 
but at least these men have a 
boundary that works for them.

aVoId prIde

One lesson we should learn 
about resisting temptation is 
that we aren’t very good at it. It 
is dangerous to trust ourselves 
to always say “no.” We might 
say “no” 98 times in a row, and 
weaken on the 99th time. So 
one of the best ways to avoid 
problems is to keep out of situ-
ations that test our resolve. If 
we are tempted, maybe that’s 
a signal that we are already 

too close.
Paul advises, “Flee fornication!” Don’t take 

pride in knowing “when to stop.” Don’t trust in 
your strength to resist. If we are tempted to pad 
an expense account, we need to keep even more 
careful records. If we are tempted to use humour 
that belittles someone else, we need to back off. 
When we are tempted to take some forbidden fruit, 
we need to stay far away from it.

get help

We can resist sin better when we have help. 
Peer pressure can keep us honest, if we are with 
the right kind of peers. We are less likely to suggest 
something improper when we think the person with 
us might disapprove. Sometimes it’s helpful to have 
friends who are more careful than we are.

When we hide certain activities, when we have 
secrets in our closets, we may be in danger. The 
more open we are, the less we hide, the better 

how to reSISt temptatIon - continued on pg 15
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Hilary Jacobs

“SO THAT THEY 
MAY BE ONE…”

When I attended school 
many decades ago, one 
thing was sure to happen 

sooner or later. There would be 
an argument between Catholics 
and Protestants in the classroom. 

As I belonged to neither of these groups (I was 
raised in an agnostic home), I didn’t take part in the 
debate, but the level of intolerance and prejudice 
was amazing. It did nothing at all to recommend 
Christianity to a teenager who was not even sure 
whether God existed.

 A brief search of a few websites on church 
history and the 
enmity between the 
two groups could 
be enough to cause 
some to reject not 
only Christianity, but 
any form of religion.  
There were violent 
acts of hatred and 
intolerance from 
both sides – burn-
ings at the stake, 
and various forms of 
torture too horrible 
to think about, much 
less write about. One 
atheist site states 
quite categorically 
that all religion, and 
Christianity in partic-
ular, is the chief cause 
of violence during the 
last couple of thou-
sand years. This, of 
course, is an arrogant assumption which cannot be 
proved, but it does paint Christianity in dark and 
dubious colours.

Was this what Jesus prayed for  in John 17:11 
when he said – “Holy Father, protect them by the 
power of your name – the name you gave me – so 
that they may be one as we are one.?”

Much as Jesus – the Prince of peace – desired 
peace and unity amongst his followers, he knew 
there would be differences of opinion, differences 
in understanding – attitudes and ideas that the 
prince of darkness would exploit. He knew divisions 
would come.  From the moment Jesus began to 
preach publicly, those listening were divided, some 
wanting to seize and kill him, and others inspired 

by his unique teaching. Do you think I came to 
bring peace on earth,” he asked his disciples (Luke 
12:51). “no, i tell you division.”

 Paul’s letters abound with similar sentiments. 
Writing to the Corinthian church – still quite imma-
ture in the faith - Paul says, “I appeal to you brothers 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ that you agree 
with one another so that there may be no divisions 
among you, and that you may be perfectly united in 
mind and thought” (1 Corinthians 1:10). “I urge you, 
brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions 
and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to 
the teachings you have learned. Keep away from 
them” (Romans 16:17).

Clearly, Christians were in for a bumpy ride. Yet 
Jesus promised that the gates of hell would not 
prevail against his church. 

waS there a 
long term 
aSpect to 
JeSuS’ prayer?

So, did something 
go wrong? Did God 
the Father really 
not answer Jesus’ 
prayer? Just looking 
at the information on 
the internet, it might 
seem so. But Jesus 
also warned his disci-
ples that the world 
(society as a whole) 
would hate them. “If 
the world hates you, 
keep in mind that it 
hated me first” (John 
15:18). Jesus deeply 
understood that his 
followers would have 
a relentless enemy 

who would stir up strife wherever he could, espe-
cially amongst themselves.  Paul solemnly warned 
the Ephesian church of this.  

People seem to prefer sensational negative 
reporting rather than good news. If we can point 
a finger at others, we can more easily convince 
ourselves we would ‘never be drawn into that kind 
of behaviour.’ 

Perhaps this why we don’t read so much on the 
internet about all the good works of Christians 
throughout the centuries. They were the people 
who quietly went about doing good, building hospi-
tals, orphanages, schools, preaching the gospel 
in hostile territory and showing the love of God 
through the Holy Spirit. They were not necessarily 
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others can help us. Scuba divers and mountain 
climbers know that it’s better to have a buddy. God 
designed us to walk through life with other people, 
not on a solo journey. No one has all the strengths—
we need the strengths that other people have, too.  
Some people have “accountability partners” to help 
them be honest about certain areas of life. Some 
people have spouses who do the same thing. A 
formal arrangement may not be necessary, but it 
can be helpful. It is easier to resist temptation when 
we know that someone will be checking up on us. A 
basic principle is, Don’t do anything you don’t want 
people to find out.

when people fall

Last, I’d like to note that everybody falls short 
sometimes. Some people eat too much, some 
people say too much and some people do too 
much—and sometimes they get caught. What do 
we do when a member gets caught—perhaps taken 
to jail or involved in a premarital pregnancy?

How do we resist the temptation to condemn, 
or snub or feel superior? Jesus said, Let the person 
without sin throw the first stone (John 8:7). He told 
the sinner, “Don’t do it again,” but he told all the 
others, in effect: “Don’t throw stones. You need grace, 
too.” Forgive, just as you have been forgiven. We 
need to remind ourselves that we need forgiveness, 

too. Forgiveness does not mean that we encourage 
the person to return to the situation that led to the 
sin. Rather, we can help the person see that better 
boundaries are needed. If a person has a weakness 
in one area, more caution is appropriate. But what 
if the person doesn’t set wise boundaries, and fails 
again, and again and again? What if the person 
seemingly doesn’t learn from the mistakes?

Peter asked Jesus about it—how often should we 
forgive? Seventy times seven, Jesus said (Matthew 
18:22), but he really meant that we shouldn’t keep 
count. God has forgiven each of us an enormous 
amount (an infinite amount, since we are given 
eternal life), and we should be equally generous in 
forgiving the temporary things of this life. Our atti-
tude toward sin needs to be more lenient for others 
than it is for ourselves. 

The best way to resist temptation is to stay away 
from it. So, what temptations do you struggle with? 
Is there a better way to avoid the problems? Do 
you need a friend to help you? Do you need to get 
professional help?

It’s well worth it to be aware of our weaknesses 
and take what steps we can to avoid being caught 
in our own trap.  F2F

the kind of people who made the headlines or 
became famous. Even during the darkest times of 
church history, there were small groups of Christians 
who resisted the evil and persisted in righteousness. 
And, as Jesus said, they were persecuted. 

what’S happenIng today?

Today there are groups of aggressive atheists. 
Atheist churches are popping up all over the United 
States and in Britain. They have music, ordained 
ministers and money collections, but no Bible. 
There are even ‘support groups’ for people newly 
embracing the atheistic faith. It might be funny if it 
were not so tragic. However, God loves atheists too, 
and so should we.

Jesus told his disciples that the only ‘badge’ 
Christians could wear was their love for one another 
( John 13:35). As we mature in Christ we learn to 
love others in a wider circle than just our own spir-
itual family, just as Jesus did. He spent time with 
all kinds of people – from prostitutes to Pharisees. 
We begin to understand that our Triune God loves 
everybody – even those who want nothing to do with 
him. They too are made in his image, and it is only 
by God’s mercy and grace that we ourselves have 
come to know him. We can see what they need and 
we long to share it with them. 

Christians of various denominations are getting 
to know and appreciate one another much more. 
Apart from the fact that there have been many 
movements during the 20th and 21st centuries to 
try and bring Christians together, we are seeing it 

happen right here amongst our friends, neighbours 
and families. Our own church – Grace Communion 
International - has changed in the last 20 years 
from a legalistic exclusive and self righteous body 
to a church which actively seeks to make contact 
with unbelievers, and where anyone is welcome. 
The message of grace is overriding theological 
differences as people recognize their brotherhood 
in Christ.

A few years ago I had chat with one of my staunch 
Catholic school friends at a 50 year reunion. She 
was very interested to hear what I had to say, and 
made a remark I would never have expected from 
her. “Yes,” she said. “It’s all about the love of God, 
not which church you belong to.”

So did God ignore that impassioned plea of Jesus 
for a unified church? Jesus and his Father and the 
Holy Spirit are at all times in unity of mind, so the 
desires of all are the same. Whatever God desires, 
he will bring about, and although our human efforts 
at unity may fall short, it will be perfected in the 
resurrection. Scripture tells us: “but let me reveal 
to you a wonderful secret. We will not all die but we 
will all be transformed!...for our dying bodies must 
be transformed into bodies that will never die; our 
mortal bodies must be transformed into immortal 
bodies…then this scripture will be fulfilled; death is 
swallowed up in victory” (1 Corinthians 15:51-55) 
NLT.

Yes, we will then be completely united just as 
Jesus asked.  F2F

how to reSISt temptatIon - continued from pg 13
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Guidelines for approaching 
Scripture reverently 
with prayer by faith

Since, as we have been discussing, Scripture is 
the gift of God, where God has graciously promised 
to speak to us through his living Word, what, then, 
are some guidelines for approaching it? I think 
the first thing needing to be said is that we must 
approach it reverently with a desire to be addressed, 
to hear a word from God. This attitude is probably 
best demonstrated when we start with prayer to God, 
the God of the Bible. In prayer we acknowledge that 
we look for and anticipate receiving a word from 
God himself, that is, hearing from the Living Word 
through the written word by the Spirit. It shows we 
are ready to listen, to hear. And we express in prayer 
that we want to hear what the Lord has to say to 
us. That is, we listen as his children, as his sheep, 
not as one of his advisers or as an engineer might 
seek impersonal information about some empirical 
object or law of physics perhaps to use for some 
other purpose.

In prayer, we also acknowledge that we depend 
upon the Lord and his grace to speak in a way that 
we can receive. That is, we listen by faith, as we 
trust that the Lord does speak and knows how to 
get through to us, the dumb sheep! Listening to 
Scripture as God’s holy word is an act of faith in the 
God whose word it is. We read or listen to Scripture 
by faith in the grace of God, just as we do in every 
other response of ours to God. We listen and study 
Scripture by faith.

This means that we do not put our trust in our 
techniques for studying the Bible no matter how 

simple or how sophisticated they are. And we aren’t 
just mining for data, for information, for formulas 
or principles or for truths that we can possess or 
use for our own ends or purposes. In prayer we 
place ourselves before the living Lord trusting that 
he will make himself known to us and enable us to 
hear and follow him wherever he takes us. Faithful 
prayer to the Living God of the Bible is essential for 
our preparation for listening to Scripture.

god’S agenda, not ourS

Second, listening to Scripture as God speaking to 
us means letting it set the agenda for us, according 
to the nature and purposes God has for giving us 
the gift of his word. This means that we’ll come to 
Scripture not to give us, first, exactly what we’re 
looking for, such as answers to our current or even 
pressing questions, but to show us what the right 
questions are and what issues have priority in God’s 
view. We will not force Scripture to answer questions 
that it is not designed to answer nor give priority to 
some concern or issue we have that does not match 
with the priorities and central matters of Scripture 
itself. We’ll be open to having our mind reshaped to 
reflect the mind of Christ and what he views as of 
first-order importance.

the prImacy of the who? queStIon

And what is the central thrust of biblical revela-
tion? It is to make known the identity, character, heart, 
purpose and nature of God. Scripture is primarily 
designed to answer the question, “Who is God?” 
So our primary question in reading and listening to 
Scripture ought to be, “Who are you, Lord?” That’s 
the first and most important question that ought to 
be on our hearts and minds as we study Scripture. 

Gary Deddo 

Scripture: God’s 
Gift – Part 3
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No matter what passage we’re dealing with, our 
primary concern ought to be: “What is God telling 
me about himself in this passage?”

We’ll need to put in second place our questions 
of What? How? Why? When? and Where? In fact, 
these questions can only be rightly answered by 
putting the Who? question first. In many church 
settings the most difficult question needing to be 
put on the back burner is this: “What am I supposed 
to be doing for God?” We are so anxious to discover 
what God wants us to do for him that we often 
overlook the most foundational aspect of Scripture 
which involves revealing, clarifying and reminding 
us of God’s nature, character, heart, purpose and 
aim. It’s far more important to know who it is we’re 
obeying, than to attempt to do the right thing. In fact, 
we can’t even accurately discern what God wants us 
to do, and in what way to do it, unless we act out of 
knowing and trusting in this God according to who 
he is. Only then will our attitude and motives and 
the character of our actions match or bear witness 
to God’s own character. Only then will we find that 
his commandments are not burdensome and that 
his yoke is easy and his burden is light. So we need 
to read the Bible and listen to preaching in order to 
see more deeply into who God is.

I should also add that the greatest and most 
damaging deception we can fall into is being misled 
about the nature and character of God. Being 
misled or deceived about who God is undermines 
our faith, which is in turn the foundation of our 
whole response to God. With our faith or trust in 
God undermined or twisted, all the rest will collapse 
too: our worship, our prayer, our listening to Scrip-
ture, our obedience, our hope and our love for God 
and for neighbor. Our faith is a response to who 
we perceive God to really be. When that is properly 
aligned, then the Christian life is enlivened and 
energized even under difficult situations. When it 
is distorted, we then attempt to run the Christian 
life with ropes tangled around our feet. So being 
reminded daily of the truth of who God is must 
be our top priority—matching the priority of the 
structure and aim of both the written and the Living 
Word of God.

 

JeSuS chrISt, the centre of the centr 
Third, as we do so, we’ll have as the centre and 
norm of our knowledge and trust in God, all of 
what Scripture says about Jesus Christ. Oriented to 
this living Centre of the centre, we’ll want to see 
how the Old Testament points and prepares us to 
recognize him. Jesus Christ is God’s answer to the 
Who question—in person, in time and space, in 
flesh and blood—that ancient Israel sought to know. 
In Jesus Christ, “What you see is what you get.” In 
him the whole God is personally present, active 
and speaking. Jesus is the interpretive key to all of 
Scripture, for in him we see and hear the heartbeat 
of God. We watch and hear the motions of his heart 
and mind, even his Spirit, the Holy Spirit. The light 
we find shining forth from the face of Jesus sheds 
light on all of Scripture, for in him the God of the 
whole Bible has personally revealed himself.

So we ought to read and interpret Scripture in 
a way that through it all, in one way or another, 
we come to see how it points towards and finds its 
fulfillment in Jesus Christ. Think of this as a process 
much like reading a murder mystery novel for the 
second time. The first time through, at the end, you 
finally come to discover “who done it.” The second 
time through is a much different experience. You 
can see in a new light how all the clues early on in 
the mystery pointed to “who done it.” You appre-
ciate the clues (and recognize the false leads) even 
more the second time through. But the clues are not 
the solution. Their value is how they indicate or are 
signs pointing to the resolution of the mystery.

This means that central to our study and under-
standing of the whole Bible should be the person 
and acts of Jesus. This calls for giving a certain 
priority to and focus on the Gospels. This does not 
mean narrowing our attention simply to the words 
or teaching of Jesus, as some “red letter” Bibles 
might tempt us to do. Rather, this means placing at 
centre stage all of what the Gospels tell us about 
who Jesus is. This will include his own words, actions 
and self-interpretations (think, for example, of all 
the “I am” statements in John), but also make use 
of those texts that answer most directly who Jesus is, 
not only in the Gospels but also throughout the rest 
of the New Testament.

ScrIpture: god’S gIft - continued on pg 21
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Elmar Roberg

My Theology

What’s your theology?

People often ask “what is your 
theology?” Or, they may say, “I agree with where 
you are going, but I am not sure I agree with your 
theology.”

So, what is “my theology”?
Actually, I hope it is not my theology at all. 
I was brought up on a diet of “don’t believe me, 

believe the Bible”, and it was drummed into me that 
I needed to believe firmly what I believed – and not 
be like a boat tossed by the waves. However, I was 
also taught that when I find that my beliefs were 
not supported by the Bible, I must be prepared to 
change them (to bring them in line with what the 
Bible actually says).

This has been a good 
model for me, and I have 
tried to live up to it.

So what is “my” theology?
I want my theology to be 

God’s story. Not the story 
of God, nor the story of the 
Bible, because that runs the 
risk of becoming my story of 
God, no ... God’s story. It is 
the story that he tells, using 
the Bible, and other means.

Therefore, I affirm that 
the Bible is the reliable 
written word of God, and is 
the final arbiter in matters 
of faith, life and morality. I 
take this on trust because “without faith it is impos-
sible to please him, for whoever would draw near to 
God must believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those that seek him” (Hebrews11:6). In this verse, 
he acknowledges the impossible – proving that he 
exists is simply not possible. We need to believe. 

to truSt hIm

Why I trust him is because I do believe that he 
exists, and the story he tells in the Bible is coherent 
and logical, a way of living as well as a future that 
is something to be desired.

I believe that the Old Testament was faithfully 
preserved by the Jews – by Jesus’ own acknowl-
edgement. I believe that the Evangelists carefully 
and accurately recorded what Jesus did and said, 
and that they, the apostles, and the early church 
Fathers carefully and accurately repeated what 
Jesus taught.

I believe that they, many of whom died in 
martyrdom because of their faith, are reliable 
and trustworthy. History on the other hand reveals 
that others came up with other ideas, and tried to 
subvert the truth with reasonable sounding, sensible 

and logical philosophies, except that they were not 
true. Thus the Bible must be the final arbiter - “sola 
scriptura,” in Luther’s words.

Robert Webber, in his marvellously inspiring 
book The Divine Embrace summarised God’s story 
as follows: (see image 1 on next page)

Sure, it goes downwards, but in God’s story, the 
end is as it was intended at the beginning. It is the 
story of how God wished to work through the first 
persons, Adam and Eve, and their descendants to 
make this earth the place of his glory. It tells the 
story of how God has worked through others more 
faithful, like Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. It 
tells about how God raised up a nation, Israel, to be 
an example to the world on how to live and prosper.

It also tells how they failed. But, through Moses 
and the prophets, it tells that God anticipated this. It 

tells that there is no need for 
plan B, or C. There is only 
plan A. 

We, on the other hand, 
have perfected narcissism. 

Our “crowning glory” was 
when western psychology 
convinced us that it is “all 
about me!” I, me, am the 
centre of creation (see 
image 2 on next page)

Since it is all about me, it 
is OK if I wreck the planet, 
as long as it doesn’t cramp 
my style. Animals don’t 
count – except as objects of 
my pleasure, protection for 
me, for my entertainment, 

or food for me. In fact, if it is necessary, to coop up 
hens into a tiny space where they cannot even see 
daylight – hatch to chopping block; if I change their 
day to a 16 or 20 hour day so that they lay more 
eggs, that is OK, as long as I can make more money 

… oops, I meant … to feed more “starving souls”. Or, 
if I can lace cattle feed with hormones so that their 
meat comes out more prime, well, that is business.

The world doesn’t count – except as a place 
where I can build my mansion. A place that I can 
visit on a sumptuous world tour, or where I can laze 
on the beaches and offer employment to the locals. 
If a few more carbon atoms get released into the 
atmosphere and the earth warms up a little – oh, 
well, I don’t like winter anyway. And if a couple of 
species become extinct in the process, well, that’s 
life. After all, scientists can show that over the 
evolutionary life of the earth, millions of species 
have come and gone. It’s nature! Why should this 
cramp my style?

Well, I believe that God’s story does not accord 
me that! To become the person that God intended 
for me to be, yes! To be a steward over his creation, 
Yes!

In Jesus, it tells the story of a man who, in all 
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the fragility of humanness, is able to tell a storm to 
die down; who is able to feed thousands from the 
lunch pack of a little boy. A man who is not fazed 
by congenital illness. In fact, who is not even fazed 
by death.

It tells the story of God who did not consider 
being God something to hold on to, but gave it up to 
become one of us. To show us the way, and through 
him to become a new nation, spiritual descend-
ants of the same Abraham, the new people of God. 
About how God has made possible for all people to 
become part of this new nation, including even the 
faithless Israelites. And, when he was done, to take 
back the glory he had before he became human. 

And, most remarkably and astonishingly, has taken 
that humanity back to heaven and made it a part of 
the Godhood!

Personally, it tells about how I too become a part 
of this story: (see image 3)

This is a little snapshot of what I believe and 
what rings my bell and causes me discomfort, and it 
flows from what is called a worldview.

Like it or not, each person has a worldview. This 
worldview influences and even determines how the 
person thinks and acts – it shapes his theology.

Well, that’s sort of my theology. . 
What is yours?  F2F
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LEARNING TO 
LOVE LOVED

God’s love does not 
hinge on yours. The 
abundance of your 

love does not increase his. 
The lack of your love does not diminish his. Your 

goodness does not enhance his love, nor does your 
weakness dilute it. What Moses said to Israel is what 
God says to us:

“The LORD did not choose you and lavish his 
love on you because you were larger or greater 
than other nations, for you were the smallest of all 
nations! It was simply 
because the LORD loves 
you.” (Deuteronomy 
7:7-8 NLT)

God loves you 
simply because he has 
chosen to do so. He 
loves you when you 
don’t feel lovely. He 
loves you when no 
one else loves you. 
Others may abandon 
you, divorce you, and 
ignore you, but God 
will love you. Always.  
No matter what. This 
is his sentiment: “I’ll 
call nobodies and make 
them somebodies; I’ll 
call the unloved and 
make them beloved.” 
(Romans 9:25 MSG). 
This is his promise. “I have loved you, my people, 
with an everlasting love. With unfailing love I have 
drawn you to myself.” (Jeremiah 31:3 NLT).

Our love depends on the receiver of the love. Let 
a thousand people pass before us, and we will not 
feel the same about each. Our love will be regu-
lated by their appearance, by their personalities. 
Even when we find a few people we like, our feel-
ings will fluctuate. How they treat us will affect how 
we love them. The receiver regulates our love.

Not so with the love of God. We have no thermo-
static impact on his love for us. The love of God is 
born from within him, not from what he finds in us. 

His love is uncaused and spontaneous. As Charles 
Wesley said, “He hath loved us. He hath loved us. 
Because he would love.” 1

Does he love us because of our goodness? 
Because of our kindness? Because of our great 
faith? No, he loves us because of his goodness, 
kindness, and great faith. John says it like this: “This 
is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us” 
(I John 4:10 NIV).

Do you know what else that means? You have a 
deep aquifer of love from which to draw. When you 
find it hard to love, then you need a drink! Drink 
deeply! Drink daily!

Don’t forget, 
love is a fruit. Step 
into the orchard of 
God’s work, and 
what is the first fruit 
you see? “Love, joy, 
peace, patience, 
kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-
control” (Galatians 
5:22 NIV).

Love is a fruit. A 
fruit of whom? Of 
your hard work? 
Of your deep faith? 
Of your rigorous 
resolve? No. Love 
is a fruit of the Spirit 
of God. “The Spirit 
produces the fruit” 
(Galatians 5:22).

And, this is so important, you are a branch on 
the vine of God. “I am the vine, and you are the 
branches” (John 15:5). Need a refresher course on 
how vines function? What is the role of the branch 
in the bearing of fruit? Branches don’t exert a lot 
of energy. You never hear of gardeners treating 
branches for exhaustion. Branches don’t attend 
clinics on stress management. Nor do they groan 
and grunt. “I’ve got to get this grape out. I’ve got 
to get this grape out. I’m going to bear this grape 
if it kills me!”

No, the branch does none of that. The branch 
has one job - to receive nourishment from the vine. 

Max Lucado
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confeSSIon - continued on pg 23

who JeSuS IS In relatIonShIp to 
the father and the holy SpIrIt

As we prayerfully begin to listen to Scripture 
concentrating on the Who question as answered by 
God himself in Jesus, you’ll find that the primary 
way Jesus is identified involves his relationship to 
God the Father and God the Holy Spirit. The answer 
to the Who? question is intrinsically bound up with 
grasping the nature, character, purpose and aim of 
Jesus in relationship with the Father and Spirit. For 
Jesus primarily and consistently identifies himself 
by means of those relationships. He is the one sent 
from the Father, the one who has been eternally 
with and eternally loved by the Father. He is the 
One who has the Spirit and who has come to give 
us his Holy Spirit.

The highest concentration on the importance of 
Jesus’ relationships with the Father and Spirit comes 
in the Gospel of John, reaching the apex in John 17. 
To know Jesus is to know the Father. To know the 

Father means recognizing who Jesus is. Interacting 
with Jesus means dealing directly and personally 
with the Father and the Spirit.

So in our Bible study and preaching we must pay 
attention to the quality and nature of Jesus’ rela-
tionship and interactions with the Father and Spirit. 
For he is, in his being, the Son of the Father, one 
with his Spirit. Pay special attention to anywhere in 
Scripture where we’re given insight into the rela-
tionships of the Father, Son and Spirit. For in those 
relationships we will see and hear most directly, 
personally and concretely who the God of the Bible 
is. And in returning to that living Center of the center, 
again and again we’ll find our faith nourished and 
growing with a life of joyful obedience flowing out 
of it.

With the Center of our prayer, faith, devotion 
and worship set, as a kind of North Star, everything 
else regarding listening to and studying the Lord’s 
Scripture gets properly oriented.  F2F

And you have one job - to receive nourishment 
from Jesus. “I am the Vine, you are the branches. 
When you’re joined with me and I with you, the 
relation intimate and organic, the harvest is sure to 
be abundant. Separated, you can’t produce a thing” 
(John 15:5 MSG).

Our Lord gets no argu-
ment from us on that last 
line, does he? We have 
learned the hard way that 
apart from him we can’t 
produce a thing. Don’t you 
think it’s time we learn 
what happens if we stay 
attached?

His job is to bear fruit. 
Our job is to stay put. 
The more tightly we are 
attached to Jesus, the 
more purely his love can 
pass through us. And oh, 
what a love it is! Patient. 
Kind. Does not envy. Does 
not boast. Is not proud.

Let’s rewrite 1 Corin-
thians 13:4-8 one more 
time. Not with your name 
or Jesus’ name but with both. Read it aloud with 
your name in the blank, and see what you think.

Christ in _____ is patient, Christ in _____ is kind. 
Christ in _____ does not envy, Christ in _____ does 
not boast, Christ in _____ is not proud. Christ in 

_____ is not rude, Christ in _____ is not self-seeking, 
Christ in _____ is not easily angered, Christ in _____ 

keeps no record of wrongs. Christ in _____ does not 
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. Christ in 
_____ always protects, always perseveres. Christ in 
_____never fails.

Will we ever love like that? Will we ever love 
perfectly? No. This side of heaven only God will. But 

we will love better than we 
have. By being loved, we 
will love.

My Wish For You:
•	 Where there is 

pain, I wish you peace and 
mercy. 
•	 Where there is 

self-doubting, I wish you 
a renewed confidence 
in your ability to work 
through it.
•	 Where there is 

tiredness or exhaustion, I 
wish you understanding, 
patience, and renewed 
strength.
•	 Where there is 

fear, I wish you love and 
courage. F2F

1 J.I. Packer, Knowing God (Downers Grove, Ill,: InterVarsity Press, 
1973) 112.
Excerpted from A Love Worth Giving Max Lucado
W Publishing, 2002. Used with permission

ScrIpture: god’S gIft - continued from pg 17
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Gordon Green

King Solomon’s Mines
MODERN WISDOM FROM THE ANCIENT BOOK 

OF PROVERBS (PART 18)  
The WaTerer WaTered

“The only thing I wanted 
to do was sin. I was 
thinking bad words, 

and I wanted to say them….”
Bill Hybels was exhausted and furious. The well-

known Christian leader had endured two delayed 
flights while flying from Chicago to Los Angeles, sat 
on runways in packed planes for six hours and then 
his connecting flight had been cancelled. 

Finally, he was able to board and collapsed into 
his seat. His hand luggage was on his lap because 
there was no room in the overhead lockers or under 
the seats. Just as the plane was ready to back away 
from the boarding gate he noticed a woman rushing 
through the door and  stumbling down the aisle. 
She was carrying an assortment of bags that were 
spilling all over the place, but that was the least 
of her problems. What made her situation nearly 
impossible was that she had one eye literally sewn 
shut, and she seemed to be unable to read her seat 
number with her other eye. The flight attendants 
were nowhere to be seen. Still fuming and  feeling 
sorry for himself Hybels felt God whisper in his ear; 

“Bill, I know this has not been one of your good 
days. You’ve missed flights, and waited, and stood 
in queues, and you’ve hated it…. But now you’ve 
got a chance to make it a better day by getting out 
of your seat and showing kindness to a desperate 
woman.  I won’t make you do it, but I think you’ll be 
pleasantly surprised if you do.”

“Part of me was saying, ‘I don’t think so. I’m not 
in the mood.’ But another part of me was saying, 
‘Maybe my mood has nothing to do with it. Maybe 
I should just do it.” So he got up, walked down the 
aisle and asked the woman if he could help her find 
her seat. Discovering that she could speak very little 
English he picked up her bags that had fallen on the 
floor, showed her to her seat, helped her stow away 
her luggage, took off her coat and made sure she 
got buckled in. Then he returned to his seat.

“May I be mystical for a moment?” he writes. 
“When I sat down in my seat, a wave of warmth and 
well-being flowed through me. The frustration and 
anxiety that had so filled me for most of the day 
started to dissipate. I felt like my parched, dusty soul 
had just been washed by a warm summer rain.  For 
the first time in almost eighteen hours, I felt good.”1

Proverbs 11:25 is true:  
A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes 

others will be refreshed.
King Solomon borrowed these words from an 

agricultural image and literally they are; “he who 
waters shall himself be watered.” He may have been 
thinking of a common practice amongst farmers. 

During the rainy 
seasons when 
the rivers over-
flowed, some 
of the farmers who 
farmed close to the river 
banks diverted water into 
their large reservoirs. Then, during times of drought, 
the generous farmer would help his neighbours who 
didn’t have reservoirs and were in desperate need 
for water. He would carefully open up his sluice 
gate and channel life-giving water into his neigh-
bour’s fields. But the next time there was a drought 
and it so happened that a generous farmer - for 
whatever reason - had little or no water for himself; 
the neighbouring farmers (who by this time would 
have built reservoirs) would return his kindness by 
supplying him with water.  

It’S not about gIVIng to get

It’s not a matter of donating R100 so that God 
will return an equal or larger amount. This proverb 
doesn’t explain what the generous receive but such 
people end up better off – not necessarily finan-
cially or materially, but they experience something 
that is far deeper than happiness. Solomon says 

“a generous man will prosper”. Prosperity to the 
Hebrew mind was not about money or material 
goods but a prosperity of the spirit, the mind, and 
the emotions. 

In 1Kings we read the story of the prophet Elijah 
and a widow. Elijah was hiding from the wicked 
king Ahab and God instructs him to go to the city of 
Zarephath. “I have directed a widow there to supply 
you with food,” God said. When Elijah arrives he 
finds the widow collecting firewood and he asks her 
to bring him some water and bread. She responds, 

“As surely as the LORD your God lives, I don’t have 
any bread—only a handful of flour in a jar and a little 
olive oil in a jug. I am gathering a few sticks to take 
home and make a meal for myself and my son, that 
we may eat it—and die” (1Kings 17:9-12).

Perhaps life had become too difficult for the 
widow and she had given up. It was physically impos-
sible for her to feed two people, let alone three, on 
that small amount of food. Elijah says to her, “Don’t 
be afraid. Go home and do as you have said. But first 
make a small loaf of bread for me from what you 
have and bring it to me, and then make something 
for yourself and your son.” Can you imagine her 
reaction? “I don’t even have enough for myself and 
my son. How can I give to you as well?’ But Elijah 
continued; “For this is what the LORD, the God of 
Israel, says: ‘The jar of flour will not be used up and 
the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the LORD 
sends rain on the land.’”  So the widow left and did 
as Elijah told her. The end result was that there was 
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food every day for Elijah and for the woman and her 
family. “For the jar of flour was not used up and the 
jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of 
the LORD spoken by Elijah” (verses 13-16). 

Morning and evening, day in and day out, when 
the widow looked into the bowl and jar she found 
flour and oil. Proverbs 11:17 informs us that “Your 
own soul is nourished when you are kind” (NLT). This 
was not just about her “spirit” benefiting but her 
whole life was nourished. She gave from her little 
and her little multiplied.  And just in case we don’t 
get the lesson: “The world of the generous gets larger 
and larger; the world of the stingy gets smaller and 
smaller”2 (Proverbs 11:24). Our Lord Jesus certainly 
knew this as he said, “Give away your life; you’ll find 
life given back, but not merely given back—given 
back with bonus and blessing. Giving, not getting, is 
the way. Generosity begets generosity” 3(Luke 6:38. 
See also 2 Corinthians 9:6-15). 

haVe boundarIeS

This is not about indiscriminately performing 
good deeds. We need to balance generosity with 
discernment. We cannot respond to every human 
need. Proverbs 3:27 instructs us not to “withhold 
good from those who deserve it, when it is in your 
power to act.” The implication is that some people 
may not deserve our generosity. Perhaps they are 
lazy and unwilling to take responsibility for their 
lives. They take advantage of generosity. Have 
boundaries but the main point in this proverb is “Do 

not withhold good.”
What talent has God blessed you with?  Do you 

have a little extra money? What is your spiritual 
gift? Hospitality?  Encouragement?  Why not refresh 
someone from your abundance? Don’t be a reservoir 
brimmed up until the walls are ready to burst. We 
are blessed to become a blessing (1Peter 3:9). Ask 
God to show you how to be faithful conduits of his 
goodness and use us to refresh. Is there someone 
you could show generosity, kindness and compas-
sion to this week? This may be through a prayer, an 
act of kindness, words of encouragement, leading 
someone to knowing Jesus Christ more deeply. It 
may be through an email, a text, a phone call, a 
letter or a visit. 

Like the worker at the controls of a canal, open 
the floodgates and let the strong river of God’s 
grace and goodness surge through us as we give to 
others. Generous giving blesses others and opens 
us to participate more and more in what God is up 
to in the world. As you join God in being a channel 
of his love, his joy and peace is released into your 
life. Those who refresh others will be refreshed. Or 
to put it another way; God shovels it in, I shovel it 
out, and God has the larger shovel.   F2F

1 Hybels, Bill.  Making Life Work p55.
2&3 The Message Bible
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