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Editorial

As I look at my 2014 diary, I see many blank 
pages that have not yet been written on. A new 
year lies ahead of us, full of incredible and exciting 
opportunities. I encourage you to make it a priority 
to set aside time for God in your busy schedule. 

Every issue of Face to Face Magazine starts with 
24 blank pages and as with this issue we try to fill 
it with pertinent articles that help you gain a Godly 
perspective on your life.

There is a year’s journey ahead of us, a Long Walk 
to freedom from the entrapments of sin that can 
only be found in Christ. Through Christ’s redeeming 
sacrifice we can be assured of our salvation.

For some, the year ahead may look pretty hope-
less and seem like a Hard Day’s Night, but read 
how with God’s help, nothing and no-one is without 
hope. 

There will be times that circumstances will require 
you to make judgement calls. Make sure that you 
hear The Other Side of the Story.

 But life isn’t just hardship. On the journey 
through 2014 there will be times to rejoice and 
enjoy the Good Gifts that God provides along the 

way.
There will be times for recreation and sport, 

where hopefully we will learn lessons and see simi-
larities between Christianity and Football. And just 
like Michael Jordan, if we persevere and place our 
trust in God, we can learn the important lesson of 
Failing Upwards.

And when we face issues that we are not sure 
about, we can open the Bible and see what Scrip-
ture, God’s Gift really says. We can trust His Word 
in all things, and that even when we do slip up and 
discover the Devil in the Bottom of the Bottle, God 
will forgive and restore us. When we have doubt 
storms we can weather them with faith. 

And at the Heart of it All, we can see that God’s 
Grace is all embracing, even if it seems too good to 
be true.

May 2014 be a year filled with His richest bless-
ings for you and your loved ones.

In His love and service.
Tim

FACE TO FACE:

ISSN 1028-1029 
Patent Pending 2008/17108 
Copyright © 2011 
Grace Communion International 
All rights reserved

PUBLISHER: 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

PASTOR GENERAL:

Joseph Tkach

EXECUTIVE EDITOR:

Tim Maguire

MANAGING EDITORS:

Hilary Jacobs, Eben Jacobs

EDITORIAL TEAM:

Bob Klynsmith, Gordon Green, 
Gill Khoury, Takalani Musekwa, 
Elmar Roberg, Johannes Maree

LAYOUT AND DESIGN:

Optic Blaze - Shaun de Greeff 
Chris Khoury

SUBMISSIONS

Address Communications to: 
Face to Face:10 Yellowwoods, 
Redcliffe Road,Parklands 7441 
+27 (0)21 557-9023 
info@face2face.org.za

DISCLAIMER

Face to Face cannot be held responsible for the 
return of unsolicited articles and photographs.Un-
less otherwise noted, Scriptures are quoted from the 
Holy Bible, New International Version.Copyright © 
1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society Used 
by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers.

Photos used in this magazine originate from either 
www.istockphoto.com/ www.bigstockphoto.com or 
www.123rf.com unless indicated otherwise.

PO Box 365,  
Pinegowrie,  
2123
274 Cromwell Rd, 
Lombardy East 
Johannesburg 
2090

+27 (0)11 022 4241 
+27 (0)86 549 0060 
info@face2face.org.za 
www.face2face.org.za

Our VisiON

“Living and sharing life-changing hope, with 
all kinds of people in all kinds of places”

Our missiON

1. Face to Face seeks to become a trustworthy 
Christian Media Ministry with a reputation 
for quality content, balanced theology and 
thought provoking articles and programmes.

2. Face to Face is committed to bringing a 
positive and practical Christian perspec-
tive on everyday issues facing ordinary 
people. Its content is biblically based, 
relational, inspirational and informative.

3. Face to Face undertakes to engage indi-
viduals from a wide range of national and 
cultural backgrounds. It seeks to reflect 
perspectives across these cultural bounda-
ries fairly, accurately and respectfully.

4. Face to Face seeks to inspire readers 
to embrace the gospel and live a 
grace-centred life in Jesus Christ.

5. Face to Face seeks to cultivate a coop-
erative and constructive engagement 
with leaders and communities across a 
broad spectrum of Christian faiths.

DONATIONS 

If you would like to contribute to the 
spreading of the gospel through this 
magazine, use these details: 
 
Grace Communion International 
First National Bank 
Acc. No. 59380027523 
Branch code: 255805 
Reference: Surname, Initial, F2F

w w w. f a c e 2 f a c e . o r g . z a2



 
in this issuE

4  LONG WALK TO HEAVEN 

 You are guaranteed to make it, and the view 

 from the top is fabulous beyond description.

5  A HArd dAY’s NiGHT 

 ‘No rest for the wicked’ took on a whole new meaning 

 as we watched a highly recommended movie. 

7 THE OTHEr sidE Of THE sTOrY 

 Jumping to conclusions is quick and easy.  Getting all the 

 information takes longer, but reveals a much clearer picture.

8 WHAT ArE THE GOOd GifTs 

 These gifts are not advertised in newspers,  

 but they are yours for the asking.

10 cHrisTiANiTY ANd fOOTbALL 

 Can the ‘beautiful game’ teach us some 

 valuable spiritual lessons? 

 

12 fAiLiNG uPWArds 

 There’s a flipside to failure if we just take the time to 

 turn the page and follow instructions. 

 

14 dOEs THE dEViL HidE iN THE  

 bOTTOm Of THE bOTTLE? 

 What does the Bible really say about alcohol consumption?

 

16  scriPTurE – GOd’s GifT 

 It turns out that the ‘whole counsel of God’ includes 

 Who is before, behind, surrounding and standing at  

 the end of Scripture.   

 

19 WEATHEriNG dOubTsTOrms  WiTH fAiTH 

 Do you ever wonder why some people believe so 

 confidently while you believe so reluctantly? 

21  is GrAcE TOO GOOd TO bE TruE? 

 Our ‘yes but…’ program clicks in and we ask, ‘what’s the catch?’. 

 

22  KiNG sOLOmON’s miNEs PArT 19 

 God tells us to guard our hearts. This means so much more  

 than our moods and emotions – it’s the very core of our being.

w w w. f a c e 2 f a c e . o r g . z a 3



Johannes Maree

LONG WALK
TO HEAVEN?

The text message read, 
‘Sometimes I wonder 
if I will ever make it.’

That is also how I felt as I plodded up the steep, 
rocky pathway. Sore shoulders from the heavy back-
pack and sorer feet from the kilometres of hiking 
trail behind me. Up ahead some fellow hikers 
were already sitting at the highest point, relaxing 
and enjoying the stunning view of the Cape fynbos, 
white sandy beaches and deep blue ocean waters. 
They had made it.

It is actually no surprise that the Christian life is 
often compared to a journey along a pathway or 
road. Not just by us, but by many of the writers of 
the Bible as well. “You have made known to me the 
path of life” (Psalm16:11). “Your word is a lamp to 
my feet and a light for my path” (Psalm 119:105). 

“Broad is the road that leads to destruction … but 
narrow the road that leads to life” (Matthew7:13). 
Many books have used this theme, including the 
famous ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’ by John Bunyan. The 
story is an allegory of the Christian’s journey 
through life on their way to the promised land. No 
different, in many ways, to the Israelites’ 40 year 
journey through the wilderness on their way to the 
promised land of Canaan, nor Abraham’s journey. 
Both stories are found in the first five books of the 
Bible. 

WE sLiP ANd fALL

Our lives, just like the hike I was on, have ups 
and downs. Times when the going is easy and times 
when it is really, really tough. Times when we enjoy 
the view and the smell of the flowers and times 
when we doubt whether we can take one more step. 
Then there are times when we slip and fall and hurt 
ourselves really badly, and times when we lose our 
way and wander off the path. Even Jesus, in his 

great wisdom, warned us that in this life we would 
have troubles (John 16:33). 

Many Christians tend to see the path of everyday 
life as the path moving forward towards eventual 
salvation. Hence the text message from my Chris-
tian friend going through difficult times that said 
she sometimes wonders if she will ever make it. She 
wondered if she would be saved and obtain eternal 
life as her reward.

AN ANGrY GOd?

Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) gave some 
stirring sermons. Unfortunately, the one entitled 

“Sinners in the hands of an angry God,” is nowadays 
his most well known. In the sermon Edwards gives 
the impression that an angry God is just waiting 
to punish sinners. ‘That the reason why they are 
not fallen already and do not fall now is only that 
God’s appointed time is not come. For it is said, that 
when that due time, or appointed time comes, their 
foot shall slide. Then they shall be left to fall, as 
they are inclined by their own weight. God will not 
hold them up in these slippery places any longer, 
but will let them go; and then, at that very instant, 
they shall fall into destruction; as he that stands on 
such slippery declining ground, on the edge of a 
pit, he cannot stand alone, when he is let go he 
immediately falls and is lost.” Edwards quotes from 
Deuteronomy 32:35 and Psalm 73:18-19.

The point I want to make is that I don’t believe 
this is an accurate view of who God is or what being 
‘saved’ is truly about. We as Christians should not 
confuse our daily walk and growth through this life 
with that of our salvation. Salvation is not a touch 
and go situation. It is not a ‘hopefully I won’t lose 
my footing on the slippery rocks and break my neck 
in the process’ journey. The crux of the Gospel is not 
that we can be saved (if we don’t put a foot wrong), 
but that we have been saved. “I give them eternal 
life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch 

LONG WALK TO HEAVEN - continued on pg 6
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It looked like being a good 
evening’s entertainment. 

The main characters were played by an 
academy award winner and a nominee, and it 
was categorized in the romance section of our 
local library. A bit of an escape from the hard cold 
realities of this world was just what we needed after 
watching the news. So we had pleasant expecta-
tions as we switched on our DVD player. 

But it was not to be. The opening scenes were 
about a husband and wife having a succession of 
arguments where nobody wins. She ‘didn’t want to 
talk about it,’ and he got angry and frustrated as all 
his efforts to resolve the crisis got blown away like a 
feather. For the next two hours the story ‘progressed’ 
from arguments to adultery, to abortion and finally 
suicide. 

No redemption, no resolution, no happy ending. 
We felt cheated and let down. 

Thinking about it the next morning I realized it 
was probably a pretty accurate picture of how life 
might have been in suburbia of the 50s in the USA. 
The husband had a well paying job, they lived in a 
stylish house, had one large car, two small children, 
some good friends and everything a stay-at-home 
wife and mother could wish for. Or did they? Appar-
ently not. She wanted something more than the 
boring life. Emigrate to another country, take up a 
new career, a new lover. Anything but dull domes-
ticity.

There’s a story in the Bible about a king who 
reached a plateau of success in his military career. 
God had given him victory in the battles he had 
fought and a period of peace was enjoyed by the 
nation of Israel. I’m talking about King David – the 
only king who earned the description “a man after 

God’s own heart.” The story of his encounter with 
Bathsheba and the resulting pregnancy, death of 
the child and tragic aftermath are well known. It 
started with things going smoothly for David. 

As he relaxed on the roof of his palace one 
evening he saw a beautiful woman bathing. Though 
we are not quite sure how ancient architecture 
allowed for this kind of observation, David was 
determined from that moment to ‘hook up’ with 
her. Adultery was followed by murder to cover up 
the sin, and then finally David was brought face to 
face with reality by the prophet Nathan. The child 
Bathsheba bore him died within a week in spite of 
David’s repentance and fasting. 

A sad ending, or at least it might have been 
had David gone the same route as the wife in the 
movie. She clung to her obstinate obsession with 
a change of bed partners or a change of country, 
even though it was clearly impractical and morally 
perilous. She wouldn’t let go of what she wanted. 
The movie ended with a carefully planned decep-
tion and then self inflicted abortion and death. A 
hollow depressing outcome.

fOrGETTiNG THE PAsT

But David had a complete change of heart and 
turned his life around. He pleaded with God: “Hide 
your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 
Create in me a pure heart O God and renew a 
steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from your 
presence or take your Holy Spirit from me” (Psalm 
51: 9-11). He could have wallowed in his grief and 
misery, but he determined to get his life back on 
track. After worshipping God he went back home 
and ordered a fine dinner. Psalm 22 is known to 
prophetically describe the suffering of Jesus, but 
no doubt the words penned by David came straight 
from the heart. He had more than his fair share of 

A HARD DAY’S NIGHT
Hilary Jacobs
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them out of my hand” (John 10:28). “When Jesus 
spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I am the light 
of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.’”(John 8:12).
Our salvation is assured. 
It is founded on the solid 
rock of Jesus Christ and 
not on the slippery slope of 
human strength.

The Apostle Paul talked 
about how he struggled to 
do what was right and how 
tough his life’s journey was. 
But in the letter to the Ephe-
sians he makes it very clear 
that we can be assured 
of our salvation.  For we 
were chosen in Christ even 
before the creation of the 
world (Ephesians1:4). We 
have redemption through Jesus’ blood and by 
God’s grace (vs.6). We are marked with a seal, the 
promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing 
our inheritance (vs.14). “For it is by grace you have 

been saved (vs.8). Not will be, but have been. For 
we are God’s workmanship and he does all the 
work, not us (Ephesians 2:9-10). Salvation is some-
thing only God can do, it is supernatural.

I get to the top of the hill 
and sit down to rest my tired 
body. The view is breath-
taking. The birds are singing 
and far below whales play 
lazily in the blue ocean. I too 
have made it. Should the hike 
have been too easy with no 
challenges then I would not 
have had the same sense of 
accomplishment and enjoy-
ment. Looking back, at no 
stage should I have doubted 
that I would make it.

I send a text message to 
my friend. It reads, “Tough 

hike but had a really great time and what a view 
from the top! Oh and by the way, no need to wonder. 
You’ve made it!”  F2F

troubles. But the last few verses of the same psalm 
(25-31) show a clear picture of what David (and 
everyone else) can look forward to. “The whole 
earth will acknowledge the Lord and return to him. 
All the families of the nations will bow down before 
him” (verse 27 NLT).

Just like David, the 
apostle Paul looked ahead 
and pressed towards the 
goal of God’s Kingdom “…
but one thing I do: Forgetting 
what is behind and straining 
towards what is ahead, I 
press on towards the goal to 
win the prize for which God 
has called me heavenwards 
in Christ Jesus”(Philippians 
3:13-14). 

Of course, the movie was 
just a story, but how often 
in our lives don’t we get 
tempted to indulge in some 
kind of off-beat experience 
when things are running 
smoothly? Perhaps it’s a case of  ‘the devil makes 
work for idle hands,’ or we don’t feel the need 
to stay close to God, so we are caught off guard. 
Maybe a bit of both. 

EVErYTHiNG TO LOOK fOrWArd TO

Though stay-at-home moms are rare today, the 
movie type of tragedy with some variations, is most 
likely played out in many lives today. Not neces-
sarily with the same dramatic ending, but with a 
feeling of hopelessness and failure. A dead end, no 
redemption and nothing to look forward to. 

But the truth is, all humanity has everything to 
look forward to. Paul was allowed a brief glimpse 
of what God has prepared for the human race, and 
it was too wonderful to describe (2 Corinthians 
12:3-4).  This is what Jesus’ sacrifice was all about 

– making us into new people 
– people he would like to 
spend eternity with. 

 But what about the here 
and now? How do we cope 
with all our troubles in this 
evil world? What will keep 
us going to the end? Jesus 
promised his disciples that 
the Comforter, or Holy Spirit 
would be with them right 
through their lives and with 
us all to the end of the age. 
It’s a gift we can ask for with 
complete confidence that it 
will be granted. Like David 
we can be reassured that 
even in our darkest moments, 
God is with us (Psalm 23:4).

The sooner the good news of his love, healing 
and forgiveness is made known, the more lives will 
be turned around and straightened out. The salva-
tion we have is the ultimate blessing, so great we 
want to ‘pay it forward’ by sharing the good news 
with others. 

As children of God we are blessed with the 
knowledge that God has forgiven even our rotte-
nest sins and he sees us as completely righteous. 
What kind of love is that? 

Much more than we can measure.  F2F

LONG WALK TO HEAVEN - continued from pg 4
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THE OTHER SIDE 
OF THE STORY

Bob Klynsmith

“We don’t like our 
new boss!  He 
is hard, auto-

cratic and controlling.  
His leadership style has come as a huge disap-

pointment, considering the positive working environ-
ment we enjoyed under the previous administrator.  
Please do something?” 

This was the complaint I received, many years 
ago, from the employees of one of our corporate 
branches during my tenure as the Human Resource 
Manager of a manufacturing and marketing enter-
prise.  And so I decided to get on the plane and visit 
the branch in the hope of reconciling the impasse 
between the newly appointed manager and his staff.

A totally different picture began to emerge as I 
engaged with both management and employees.  
In reality, while the branch manager’s approach 
was uniquely different from his predecessor, he was 
nowhere near the rather hideous persona described 
by some of his employees.  He in fact expressed 
a deep concern for their growth and development, 
but was frustrated at the negative reactions towards 
him so soon after his appointment.  

On the other hand, I could also understand the 
grievances of the staff who were trying to adjust to 
a very ‘down the line’ new kid on the block.  He 
had introduced rather unpopular yet more efficient 
and effective systems and performance standards 
very quickly, perhaps prematurely.  And, while the 
previous administrator was more relaxed and easy 
going, productivity did suffer due to the entrench-
ment of old methodologies. 

Needless to say the situation settled down within 
months.  Appreciation and respect for the new 
manager grew steadily and it was heartening to 
observe the noticeable improvement in morale and 
performance output. 

bOTH sidEs WErE riGHT

This particular episode taught me a powerful 
lesson about people in relationship with one another.  
The irony of this potentially explosive scenario is that 
both parties were right and both parties needed to 
deal with some real issues at hand.  Reaching out 
to one another in the spirit of reconciliation is what 
made all the difference.     

The tendency to form opinions about individuals, 
families and groups based on hearing one side of 
the story or being taken in by the persuasive views 
of a third party can more often than not lead to an 
agonising breakdown in relationships.      

Proverbs 18:17 tells us, “The first to present his 
case seems right, till another comes forward 
and questions him.”  The Message Bible says, 

“The first speech in a court case is always inter-
esting – until the cross examination starts.”

Noted theologian Charles Bridges (1794-1869) 
wrote about this verse in his commentary on an 
Exposition of Proverbs:  “Here we are warned 
against justifying ourselves... being very blind to 
our real imperfections. So ready are we to place our 
own cause in a strong light; and sometimes, almost 
unconsciously, to cast a shade over, or even omit, 
what might seem to balance on the opposite side. 
It is so difficult to state facts and circumstances with 
perfect accuracy, where our own name or credit is 
concerned. Hence, our cause, coming first, seemeth 
just. But, according to the proverb, ‘The first tale is 
good, till the second is heard’.”

irrEPArAbLE HArm

The inclination to draw conclusions based on 
hearing one very convincing side of the story can be 
irresistible, especially when it comes from a friend 
or someone who has the same ideology as you.  
One-sided feedback of this nature has the poten-
tial of casting a dark shadow on relationships.  For 
instance, you may open up to a close friend about 

THE OTHEr sidE Of THE sTOrY - continued on pg 9
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James the apostle writes in his 
letter, “Every good and perfect 
gift is from above, coming 

down from the Father of the heav-
enly lights, who does not change 
like shifting shadows”(James 1:17)

When I look at God’s gifts I can see that he gives 
life, light, the glory of nature, the golden sunrise, 
the deep colours of sunset on 
snow capped peaks, the lush 
greenery of a forest, the blaze of 
colour in a flowering field, and 
many other things that we all can 
stand in wonder of, if we just take 
a moment. God gives bountifully 
of all these things no matter what 
your persuasion is. The believer, 
the atheist, the agnostic, the 
pagan and the heathen, all may 
enjoy these good gifts. God lets 
it rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous. He gives these good 
gifts to all humanity.

Consider the amazing abilities 
of humans, whether in technology, 
construction, sport, music, writing, 
art  - the list goes on and on. And 
God provided it all to everyone. 
People from all backgrounds have been blessed 
with a measure of these. And where do these abili-
ties come from if not from the Father of lights, the 
giver of all good gifts?

Yet, on the other hand there is much suffering 
and sorrow in the world. Humans have dumped 
themselves into a vortex of hate, greed, recklessness 
and the things that have caused wholesale suffering. 
One may just look at the world and its politics to see 
how bad it gets. We see both good and evil in the 
world and in human nature.

But what are the good gifts God gives the 
believer who also has to live through good and bad 
in this world?  These are the very people James was 
addressing, encouraging them to count it all joy 
when they fall into various trials. 

sALVATiON

First and foremost Jesus said whoever believes 
in the only Son of God shall be saved. Saved from 
what? He or she would be saved from the wages 

of sin which is eternal death. Like Jesus said of the 
tax collector who stood in the temple and beat his 
breast saying “God have mercy on me a sinner.” I 
tell you this man went down to his house justified...” 
(Luke 18:13,14). 

AssurANcE Of fOrGiVENEss

Because of our wrong doings in life we some-
times walk around riddled with guilt. Some people 
try to rationalise the guilt but it won’t go away. 

Many are the occasions that our indiscretions of 
the past try to haunt us. Because of such things some 

people go to psychologists to find 
solutions. But no human advice 
can do what the shed blood of 
Jesus can. Only through Jesus can 
we have the assurance that all is 
forgiven, both past and present 
and even future. Only in Christ 
are we freed. As Paul said, there 
is no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ. (Romans 8:1)

Furthermore we have the 
assurance that if we sin again and 

“we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unright-
eousness” (1 John 1:9).

THE HOLY sPiriT

Then Jesus also said the 
Father of lights and giver of good gifts will give us 
the gift of the Holy Spirit – so much more than our 
earthly parents can do for us. He told his disciples 
that though he would go away, he would send the 
promise of the Father as prophesied in Joel 2:28, 
which happened on the day of Pentecost. The Holy 
Spirit descended on them and has remained since 
then, in and with all believers.

When we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit on 
accepting Christ, we do not receive the spirit of 
timidity, but a spirit of power and love and of self 
discipline (2 Timothy 1:7). That power enables us to 
withstand the onslaught of the evil one, to resist him 
and then he will flee from us. 

LOVE

In Galatians 5:22,23 we are told of the fruit that 
the Spirit will produce in us. There are nine aspects 
(which would take a study in itself) of this fruit which 
starts off with and is enveloped by love. Because 
God loved us first we are enabled to “love the Lord 

Eben D Jacobs

What  are the 
good gifts?
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our God with all our hearts and our neighbours as 
ourselves.” Love is so important that Paul defined 
what love is and what we can be through love in 
1 Corithians 13, concluding that there are three 
things remaining -  faith, hope, and love, of which 
love is the greatest.

A sOuNd miNd

This allows us to live in hope of salvation, 
redemption and eternal life as children of the Living 
God. When troubles strike us we may sometimes 
get confused and even lose hope, but when we wait 
on the Lord he carries us through.

In the seventy odd years that I have been blessed 
to live committed to Christ I can say with king David 
that “a righteous man may have many afflictions but 
the Lord delivers him from them all” (Psalm 34:19). 
There were times when I did not know how to pray 
but just had to wait silently and then look back and 
see that I was not alone. Even when I was ready to 
deny the existence of God, he patiently waited for 
me to turn around and look up and see the magni-
tude of his glory and creation. And he said as to Job, 

“where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation?” 
(Job 38:4)

 PEAcE

Jesus also said “Peace I leave with you; my peace 
I give you…Do not let your hearts be troubled and 
do not be afraid” (John 14:27). In the deepest of 
trouble he gives us peace beyond understanding. 

HOPE

And then he gives us the ultimate gift of eternal 
life and joyful hope of being with him eternally 
where there will be no sorrow and pain, and all 
tears will be wiped away (Revelation 21:4).

Salvation, forgiveness, peace,hope, love and a 
sound mind are but some of the good gifts prom-
ised to the believer. They are very real. But more 
real than them all is Jesus. He is our Salvation, our 
Forgiveness, our Peace, our Hope, our Love and our 
Sanity - the ultimate Good and Perfect Gift, come 
down from the Father.

For the person who is not a believer, whether 
atheist, agnostic, pagan or heathen – these good 
gifts are also there to be enjoyed. By accepting the 
offer of salvation through the death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ, and trusting God to give you his 
Holy Spirit, you will experience new life and divine 
relationship with the Triune God who is the giver of 
all good gifts. 

The choice is yours.  F2F

this little dictator of a new boss who is causing so 
much distress in your life.  The tendency for you 
to ‘spin’ your own cause in a strong light can be 
overwhelming.  Your friend then forms a distorted 
opinion about your superior and will naturally want 
to empathise with what you are going through.  And 
there is the danger that he may carry this misrepre-
sentation of the truth to others.  

The potential of a distorted version of the truth 
spreading like wildfire is very real and can do 
irreparable harm to the reputation and character 
of the person or people in question.  We are living 
in an age where all kinds of stories leak through 
the grapevine or worse still, find their way on the 
internet and social media networks.  Unfortunately, 
once it gets out in the public domain it is there for 
all to see and virtually impossible to remove.   

  The English Puritans of the 16th and 17th 
centuries aptly described Proverbs 18:17 as the 
‘The Judgment of Charity’, highlighting the value of 
creating an atmosphere of grace in relationships.

Taking the initiative to communicate in a spirit 
of humility with a genuine desire to understand the 
perspectives of everyone involved in a conflict situa-
tion is therefore vital to restoring relationships.  Yes!  
It takes courage!  Yet the benefits of mutual respect, 
edification and restorative healing cannot be over-
estimated.  Seasoned mediators and counsellors 
will generally do everything possible to bring all the 
‘opposing’ parties together and in so doing create 
the opportunity for every individual to fully express 

his or her concerns in each other’s presence.  
James 1:19 gives sound advice:  “Everyone 

should be quick to listen, slow to speak and 
slow to become angry.”  The Message Bible puts 
this passage of scripture in a thought provoking 
light... “Post this at all the intersections dear 
friends: Lead with your ears, follow up with 
your tongue, and let anger straggle along in 
the rear.”

In his article entitled “the Cushion of Grace” 
Pastor William Harrell of the Immanuel Presbyterian 
Church encourages us to “recognise and respect the 
cushion of grace that our Saviour has applied to all 
relationships.  This sin factor clouds our judgment 
and taints our motives so that we are incapable of 
perceiving the whole truth in our interpersonal rela-
tionships. We are not, therefore, told to communi-
cate with each other only in truth, but in the truth 
saturated in love.” (Ephesians 4:15...“speaking the 
truth in love”)

It is therefore important for us to be circumspect 
when we hear and even read bad things about other 
people.  Let’s be very aware of our responsibility to 
listen to the other side of the story before jumping 
to conclusions.  Get the facts and take time out to 
meet with and talk to the affected people where 
possible.  

Reaching out to others in the power of love and 
earnestly listening to understand their side of the 
story is all about amazing grace.  F2F

THE OTHEr sidE Of THE sTOrY - continued from pg 7
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Christianity 
and Football

Takalani Musekwa

Pele from Brazil called it 
the beautiful game. It 
is the most popular 

sport in the world.  
Television networks have several channels 

dedicated to this sport alone. This year the African 
Nations Championships (CHAN 2014) will be held 
in South Africa from January 11 to February 1 2014. 
The FIFA World Cup which was held in South Africa 
in 2010 will be in Brazil during June and July. If you 
are not a fan, you may not know what I am talking 
about. I am talking about football. The Americans 
call it soccer. As for South Africa, we are confused. 
We don’t know whether to call it football or soccer.

I have always been amazed by the Christian 
spiritual language used in football. Look at the 
following headlines and comments: 

“the resurrection of diego maradona,” 
Financial Times. Christianity talks about the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. 

“messi on a mission,” FIFA.com. In Christianity 
we talk of missions, and many Christian players are 
using football fields as their mission fields. I will 
not forget the Zambian National Team huddling 

together for a prayer of thanksgiving just after 
winning the final of the African Cup of Nations.

“maradona says i’ll snatch glory,” Daily Star. 
Well, from Christian perspective, all believers will 
snatch the glory when Jesus returns, when they will 
appear with him in glory.

“i touched thierry Henry’s hand, i know it is 
not like touching god, but it is close to it.” A fan 
at the airport when French National team arrived in 
South Africa for 2010 FIFA World Cup. 

“football is not a matter of life and death, it 
is more than that.” Jose Mourinho, coach of Real 
Madrid at the time, now coach of Chelsea in England. 
We believe Christianity is a matter of life and death. 
Christianity is about how to obtain life and escape 
death in Jesus Christ.

There are many such quotes made by footballers, 
coaches and fans alike. One of the telling scriptures 
in the Bible is Romans 1:20. (NLT) In essence, it says 
that everything is spiritual, the universe and all that 
is in it. I believe this includes football! “For ever 
since the world was created, people have seen the 
earth and sky. Through everything God made, they 
can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal 
power and divine nature. So they have no excuse 
for not knowing God.”
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From a Christian spiritual point of view, let me 
tell you about the five things I believe football can 
teach us.

FirsTLy, in ChrisTianiTy, aLL 
naTions arE inCLudEd.

FIFA has 203 member countries whereas the 
UN has only 192 member countries. All countries 
on earth are members of FIFA, the world Football 
Association. Talking about Christianity, Paul says 
“There is no longer Jew or Greek, slave or free, 
male and female. For you are all one in Christ 
Jesus”(Galatians 3:28).

He also says, “Here there is no Gentile or Jew, 
circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all” (Colos-
sians 3:11).

sECondLy, in FiFa, aLL mEmbErs 
ArE rANKEd AccOrdiNG TO 
ThEir PErFormanCE. 

When the FIFA World Cup was hosted by South 
Africa in 2010, South Africa’s ranking was 90. 
Due to the improved performance, South Africa’s 
ranking improved from 90 to 38.Using apoca-
lyptic language, John wrote these words of Christ 
to Christians, “Look, I am coming soon, bringing 
my reward with me to repay all people according 
to their deeds” (Revelation 22:12).In Christianity, 
those that work hard get their rewards, and football 
reminds us of that.

Paul clarifies that there is a difference between 
salvation (eternal life) and the rewards. In 1 Corin-
thians 3:15 he talks about those who will experi-
ence great loss, even though they will be saved. The 
rewards Christians will get are much better than 
the golden trophy FIFA gives. In God’s kingdom, 
streets are paved with gold. The scriptures give us 
images of the future reward, but the reality of that 
future reward is something we cannot imagine. No 
eye has seen, no any ear heard, and it has never 
entered the mind of humans, what God has in store 
for believers.

ThirdLy, JEsus’ rEward is 
 an ETErnaL PrizE.

“All athletes are disciplined in their training. They 
do it to win a prize that will fade away, but we do 
it for an eternal prize. I discipline my body like an 
athlete, training it to do what it should. Otherwise, 
I fear that after preaching to others I myself might 
be disqualified” (1 Corinthians 9:25-26). Paul says 
we do it for an eternal prize. Therefore when I see 
Messi or Ronaldo’s discipline, it reminds me of the 
eternal prize we are waiting for. Once you get that 
reward, it will be for eternity, you can never lose it 
again, and you will enjoy it forever.

FourThLy, aLL humaniTy waTChEs ThE 
“gamE”, and wiLL wiTnEss ThE PrizE-
giving.

“The 2010 FIFA World Cup South Africa™ was 
shown in every single country and territory on Earth, 
including Antarctica and the Arctic Circle, gener-
ating record-breaking viewing figures in many 
TV markets around the world... based on viewers 
watching a minimum of 20 consecutive minutes of 
coverage, the 2010 tournament reached nearly a 
third of the world population with 2.2 billion viewers, 
or three per cent higher than in 2006, according to 
data compiled by KantarSport on behalf of FIFA.” 
(From www.fifa.com) More people will watch the 
Brazil tournament this year.

However, the Bible tells us that when Jesus 
returns, “All the nations will be gathered before him” 
(Matthew 25:32). It will not be only 33% of humans 
watching. All humans will be watching the final of 
humanity, the prize-giving, and gnashing of teeth 
by those who would have lost the ultimate prize.

FiFTh, buT noT LEasT, Chris-
TianiTy is a TEam sPorT. 

Christians exist as part of the body of Christ, the 
Church. They are a community. They do not exist as 
individuals. Their success is in the community. Their 
growth is in the community. Paul reminds us that 
even as we strive for our prize, that “the prize is 
not just for me but for all who eagerly look forward 
to his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:7-8). In football, 11 
players are in the field in any given moment. Each 
one of them has a specific role. The church functions 
in the same way. There are many members of the 
church. Speaking of the church, Paul puts it this way:

“Just as our bodies have many parts and each 
part has a special function, so it is with Christ’s 
body. We are many parts of one body, and we all 
belong to each other. In his grace, God has given 
us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if 
God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak 
out with as much faith as God has given you. If your 
gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are 
a teacher, teach well. If your gift is to encourage 
others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give gener-
ously. If God has given you leadership ability, take 
the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for 
showing kindness to others, do it gladly” (Romans 
12:4-8).

In any football game, the players that play as 
a team win. I have seen many teams comprising 
highly talented players, but they lose nonetheless. 
When you analyse the game, you realize that indi-
vidual players wanted to shine alone, and when 
that happens, nothing comes of it.

As you watch your next football game, remember 
these lessons from football. The 90 minutes of foot-
ball need not be time wasted for Christians. They 
can be your Aha! moments of Christian spirituality. 
Enjoy the game! F2F
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FAILING 
UPWARDS

Michael Jordan, the 
famous American 
basketball player did an 

advert for Nike some years back. 
In this advert he detailed some of 
the massive failures in his life.  

This included more than 9000 shots missed, 
losing almost 300 games and being trusted to take 
the winning shot 26 times and missing. With such 
failures under his belt one might think that they 
would have crushed the man. At the end of the 
advert Jordan is quoted as saying: “I have failed 
over and over again in my life, and that is why I 
succeed.”

Failing, therefore is not the measure of a person. 
If Michael Jordan had given up because he failed 
at times, he would not have gone on to become 
such a great player. It was not the fact that he failed 
at something that mattered in the end, but how he 
dealt with that failure. He kept going. Those fail-
ures taught him valuable lessons and the more he 
learned the better he became. Like Thomas Edison, 
the inventor of the light bulb said, “I have not failed. 
I’ve just found 10 000 ways that won’t work.” We 
need to realise that failing is an important part 
of our development. In fact one could argue that 
people like Jordan and Edison failed upwards, their 

failures eventually leading to great success. 
You see, Michael Jordan eventually won a litany 

of awards and in 1999 was named the greatest 
North American athlete of the 20th century. 

WHEN TimEs ArE TOuGH

Just like Michael Jordan, all of us face failure at 
times. It could be in our jobs, or marriages, or friend-
ships, or we could experience failing health. When 
these things happen we need to remember that 
when we fail, although we might not have control 
over the event itself, we do have control over what 
we do and what we believe. For Christians there 
is much better news than that. We can also take 
enormous comfort that God is ultimately in control 
and that he loves us deeply. For us, failing upwards 
not only involves succeeding but also recognising 
that we are able to do so because of Christ in us. 

Case in point was the 2008/2009 subprime 
lending debacle and the massive worldwide 
economic crisis that followed. This event led to 
tens of thousands of businesses closing their doors 
and retrenching their staff. South Africa was not 
immune to it and in March of 2009 I went to work 
one day and found that the company I worked for 
was facing bankruptcy and had to retrench its entire 
staff including me!

What followed was a bit of an emotional roller-
coaster. After the message hit home that there will 
be no pay check at the end of the month questions 

Shaun de Greeff
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like “Will we be able to buy food?” or “How will we 
be able to pay the bond at the end of the month?” 
became the order of the day. We were set to lose 
everything.... our house, our car, our furniture and 
our good credit rating. Everything that we had 
worked for so hard was now doomed to failure 
because of events outside of our control and not of 
our own making. 

I remember standing in the unemployment line 
that wrapped half way around the city block where 
the Department of Labour was situated and noticing 
that most people looked hopeless. For many it 
looked like it was the end of the road. I wondered 
how many of them would find a job in time.

One would think that this was one of the most 
emotionally trying times of my life. One would 
think that getting to the end of the month with no 
food in the house would be problematic and that 
phoning the bank to inform them that there would 
be no bond payment this month would be scary, 
that the prospects for a white male in a society that 
was struggling to address the wrongs of apartheid, 
meant that opportunity was scarce and options 
were limited.

But in fact I did not lose one night’s sleep over 
the issue. Why?

bECausE god was in ConTroL. 

He has never stopped being in control. Philip-
pians 4:6-7 tells us: “Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplica-
tion with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

Peace...that was what I felt. It was weird in one 
sense because my head kept telling me that I should 
be panicking and yet I was calm, because I knew that 
God was ultimately in control. I remember standing 
in the kitchen talking to my wife and discussing how 
we would feel if we lost everything. We both agreed 
that if it happened it would be ok...because we 
knew that God would never leave us nor forsake us.

I thought about it long and hard and decided 
that this was the ideal time to start my own busi-
ness. What did I have to lose after all? To be honest 
that first six months was tough and although I was 
getting an unemployment cheque, it did not cover 
all our expenses. In order to keep head above water 
we had to cancel most of our insurance and medical 
aid and had to cut back drastically on spending.

Then one month with two weeks to go, I realised 
that I had not done any work that month and that 
there would not be enough money to pay the bills. I 
prayed about it and trusted that God would provide. 
A couple of days later I got a phone call from 
someone we had previously invited to our house for 
a braai. At the braai I had told them that I build 
websites for a living and--  surprise surprise - their 
company needed a new website. With days to spare 
I managed to finish the site and got enough money 
to pay our bills that month. 

But that was not the only instance where God 
provided for us. There were numerous times. One 
time, we had very little food left in the house with 
more than a week before the unemployment 
cheque was due. We lived more than 90kms from 
Cape Town (where the rest of my family stays). Out 
of the blue we get a phone call from my aunt who 
invited us to dinner.

A HuGE fAVOur?

We had to decide whether we drive out 180kms 
worth of petrol for dinner, or whether to stay home 
and see what the bare cupboards could offer. We 
opted for the dinner. When we got there, it turned 
out that they were leaving on an overseas trip and 
that this was their farewell dinner. At the end of the 
evening, as we were leaving to go home, my aunt 
called me to one side and asked if I could do her 
a huge favour. She explained that they had a lot 
of food in their cupboards and fridge that they did 
not want to go to waste, and if we would be so kind 
as to take it off their hands. Can you believe it...
enough food for more than two weeks...for free and 
I did not tell them that we had no food at home!

Isn’t God amazing! In Philippians 4:19 (ESV) we 
read:  “And my God will supply every need of yours 
according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” And 
that is exactly what God did. When we least expected 
it and when things were at their most desperate he 
supplied us with what we needed.

So you might think to yourself that everything 
was easy from there onward...well you would be 
wrong. Exactly a year later, my wife got retrenched 
from her job and we faced the same problems all 
over again. This time it was even worse because my 
business had only started becoming a viable finan-
cial source of income and we had relied heavily on 
her salary.

It took her six months and whole different set of 
miracles to get a job and stabilise our income. In 
fact it got so bad that had she not gotten a job when 
she did, we would not have had enough money to 
pay our debts. Through all this God was faithful. He 
never let us down. 

Even though people, jobs and circumstances 
failed us, Christ turned those failures into a testi-
mony of his greatness. We did not fail and spiral 
downwards, we failed upwards!

You see God loves you and me. More so than 
we would love a pet like our cat or dog. He loves us 
likes sons and daughters and promises that he will 
care for us. In Mathew 6:25-26 we read:  “There-
fore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what 
you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you 
will wear...(verse 26)  Look at the birds of the air; 
they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and 
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not 
much more valuable than they?” 

So when times are tough and things feel like 
they are falling apart, remember that the Creator 
of the universe loves you and cares for you. Don’t 
worry about failing  downwards. Rather pray that 
God helps you fail upwards!  F2F
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Recently a friend made the 
humorous comment that 
it seems whenever a new 

plant was discovered, humankind’s 
first test on it was to see if it’s any 
good for producing alcohol! 

Unfortunately, fixation on alcohol is a very real 
problem for many. As Christians we all agree that 
we should not consume excessive alcohol, but some 
go to the extreme of saying that the Bible prohibits 
completely the use of any alcohol. Together, I would 
like us to look closely at what the Bible really says 
on this very controversial subject.

According to an article in Christianity Today1  the 
Moody Bible Institute recently relaxed a rule for 
its employees. Full-time employees of MBI are no 
longer required to totally abstain from tobacco and 
alcohol. A spokesperson from Moody writes that the 
change in rules “came out of a desire in Moody’s 
leadership to reflect a high-trust environment that 
emphasizes values, not rules,” and that the Institute 
wants to “require no more and no less than what 
God’s Word requires.”

OLd TEsTAmENT iNsTrucTiON

‘Wine’ translated from the Hebrew word ‘yayin’   
is used over 130 times in the Old Testament.

 One of the first times it is mentioned is in Genesis 
14:18 where Melchizedek “brought forth bread and 
wine” for Abram and his companions. The Bible 
reveals that this same beverage, when used exces-
sively, causes drunkenness. Genesis 9:21 says that 
Noah drank too much yayin and became drunk. 

Dear Alcohol, we had a deal- 
you were going to make me 

funnier, sexier, more intelligent 
and a better dancer. I saw the 

video, we need to talk. 
Anonymous

Nevertheless, in Deuteronomy 14:26 God told 
his people to enjoy yayin at the yearly festivals. In 
addition to using wine as a beverage, God also 
commanded the Levitical priests to include in the 
sacrifices a portion of wine (yayin) as a drink offering 
(Exodus 29:40). These scriptures make it clear that 

Tim Maguire

Does the 
Devil hide in  

the bottom of 
the bottle?

w w w. f a c e 2 f a c e . o r g . z a1 4



there can be a right and a wrong use of wine.
Naturally fermented wine has an alcohol content 

of about 10 to14 percent (higher alcoholic wines 
are fortified wines). On special occasions God 
even allowed use of what is translated as “strong 
drink.” This term comes from a different Hebrew 
word — shekar — which is used 22 times in the Old 
Testament, and refers to alcoholic drinks made from 
dates and other fruit.

The high alcoholic drinks called hard liquor today 
(40 percent to 50 percent alcohol) did not exist in 
Bible times. They are produced by concentrating the 
alcohol content through the process of distillation. 
They did not come into widespread use until the 
Middle Ages. The danger of these high alcoholic 
drinks is that, unless one dilutes them, they more 
easily lend themselves to abuse, drunkenness and 
alcoholism.

NEW TEsTAmENT iNsTrucTiON

John the Baptist did not drink wine (oinos in the 
Greek) or any other form of alcohol because it was 
prophesied that he wouldn’t (Luke 1:15).

 However, Jesus Christ did drink oinos (wine) 
(Matthew 11:18, Luke 7:34). Jesus did not preach 
against the use of wine; instead he did like most 
other Jews of his day. He drank wine in modera-
tion. In ancient times it was normally diluted with 
water for drinking, and was one of the principal 
beverages at that time — as it is today. 

Jesus’ first miracle was to change water into 
wine (oinos). 

“It’s a great advantage not to 
drink among hard drinking 

people.”  
F. Scott Fitzgerald, The 

Great Gatsby

Some people who preach total abstinence claim 
that this miracle was to turn water into grape juice. 
Can you imagine a Jewish wedding banquet where 
everyone drank only grape juice? On this occa-
sion, Christ turned six jars of 20 or 30 gallons each 
into wine (oinos). Jewish weddings in biblical times 
involved up to a week of feasting. The ancients 
did not have refrigeration or any other method of 
preventing grape juice from fermenting, so even if 
it had started out as just grape juice, the natural 
fermentation process would have taken place, 
resulting in wine. But this was no small ‘grape juice 
miracle’. The wine Jesus miraculously created was 
of the finest quality — “You have saved the best 
till now” (John 2:10). At wedding feasts, the hosts 
normally started with the best wine, and they would 
bring out lesser-quality wines later when the good 
wine had had an effect on the partiers, and they 
would be less likely to know the difference.

Jesus also gave a parable involving the 
fermenting process of oinos in Matthew 9:17. At that 
time, instead of having glass bottles to enclose wine, 
the skins of animals were used. The fermentation 
of the wine releases carbon dioxide (a gas) which 

would build up pressure and could burst an old skin, 
but it would not break a new stretchable skin.

Another proof that oinos is fermented wine is the 
fact that the apostle Paul said in Ephesians 5:18, 

“Do not get drunk on wine [oinos]”. Paul did not 
mean to avoid getting drunk on grape juice! Paul 
instructed Timothy, “Stop drinking only water, and 
use a little wine [oinos] because of your stomach and 
your frequent illnesses” (1 Timothy 5:23). He said 
to use only a little wine, not a lot. The purpose of 
this wine was Timothy’s frequent stomach ailments; 
small amounts of wine have been known to help 
some stomach problems.

THE bibLE WArNs AGAiNsT ANd 
PrOHibiTs ExcEssiVE usE

Both the Old and New Testaments contain many 
examples and commands against excessive use of 
alcohol and drunkenness. Drunkenness is listed as 
one of the works of the flesh (Galatians 5:21). That 
means it is the result of the undisciplined and indis-
criminate use of alcohol. Jesus warned his followers 
not to be drunk (Luke 21:34).

“Drink because you are happy, 
but never because you are 

miserable.”  
G.K. Chesterton, Heretics

No one who abuses alcohol should be ordained 
in the ministry of Jesus Christ (1 Timothy 3:3,8 Titus 
1:7). If a minister drinks, it should be in moderation.

Throughout the Bible, God criticizes those who 
are “heroes at drinking wine and champions at 
mixing drinks” (Isaiah 5:22). When used improperly, 
wine is a “mocker and deceiver” (Proverbs 20:1). 
Those who “linger over wine” and spend a great 
deal of time in drinking will find all kinds of woe, 
sorrow and trouble (Proverbs 23:29-30).

bibLE ALLOWs mOdErATE usE

Prohibitionists focus on the verses that condemn 
or show the results of wrong alcohol use, but 
neglect those verses that show there can be a proper 
moderate use. The Bible says that God gave wine 
to make men glad (Psalm 104:15). Unfortunately 
some people have turned this blessing of God into a 
curse, yet to say that no one should ever do it would 
be to say something different than what Scripture 
is saying.

So then, is the Devil found in the bottom of a 
bottle? Possibly, but if you don’t finish the bottle in 
one sitting, he will probably leave before you get 
there!  F2F

 1. http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2013/december/why-so-
many-christians-are-relaxing-over-drinks.html?start=1

some people however, have serious 
problems with alcohol, and need 
professional assistance. a trustworthy 
source of help is alcoholics anonymous  
www.aasouthafrica.org.za. 
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Rules for inter-
preting scripture

As I said at the end of part three in 
this series, “With the Centre of our prayer, faith, 
devotion and worship set, as a kind of North Star, 
everything else regarding listening to and studying 
the Lord’s Scripture then gets properly oriented.” 
So now, let’s explore some of those more general 
implications that can be expressed as certain kinds 
of rules, which keep us navigating in alignment with 
our North Star.

iNTErPrET PArTs iN LiGHT Of THE WHOLE

As you know, Jesus is identified in Scripture as 
the First One and as the Last One. He is also identi-
fied as the living Word of God or the Logos of God. 
We could say that Jesus is and speaks both the first 
word to creation and is and has the last word about 
creation. Everything was set in motion by him and 
the ultimate destiny of everything is established in 
relationship to him, its rightful inheritor.

Perhaps we don’t often think of it, but recog-
nizing this about Jesus, our risen and ascended 
Lord, has implications for our hearing and studying 
of Scripture. In the past it has been put this way: 
always interpret the various parts of Scripture 
(verses, paragraphs, chapters, books, etc.) in terms 
of the whole of Scripture. No part of Scripture ought 
to be understood simply on its own, but only in the 
context of the whole. Some have said that every 
part of Scripture ought to be interpreted in terms of 
the fullness of its meaning (its sensus plenior).

You may have heard the good advice to not 
take verses “out of context.” That’s right. The 

context includes not only the verses immediately 
surrounding a certain text, but the chapter, the 
whole book in which it appears and, in the end, 
the whole of Scripture. Many false teachings down 
through the ages and even in our contemporary 
situation come from taking a passage out of context 
and then concluding what it means on its own. In 
reality we can then easily substitute our own context 
for the actual context provided for us by the whole 
of Scripture. Our context then becomes the interpre-
tive North Star. So there is no substitute for taking 
a lifetime to study the whole of Scripture, that is, 
considering “the whole counsel of God.”

But the whole turns out to be not just all the 
books and verses of the Bible. It turns out that the 
whole includes Who is before, behind, surrounding 
and standing at the end of Scripture. This whole is 
what the Bible says as a whole about who God is. 
As the Logos of all things, including Scripture, Jesus 
Christ contains it all. So the whole involves all of 
what we learn through the whole history of revela-
tion preserved in Scripture. And every part must be 
grasped in a way that it contributes to the whole (of 
who God is in Christ) and how the whole includes 
the parts. That “rule” will help us properly hear and 
interpret the meaning of Scripture as we listen to 
its various parts, for it all comes from one and the 
same whole God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It 
ought to all sound like it belongs to one and the 
same God personally known in Jesus Christ.

iNTErPrET THE uNcLEAr iN LiGHT Of THE 
cLEAr

Another “rule” often recommended in past ages 
of the church that will help us stay oriented to the 
North Star is to “interpret unclear passages in 

Gary Deddo 

Scripture: God’s 
Gift – Part 4
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terms of the clear.” This is a good guideline. Much 
false teaching has derived from a fascination with 
the unclear, the obscure, or the opaque passages 
of Scripture. Teachers can take advantage of 
those cases because, given the ambiguity of their 
meaning, lots of meanings can be made to seem 
plausible. They’re not clear enough on their own to 
rule out a range of speculative understandings. So 
someone who can give a logical argument can often 
be persuasive, often actually reading in their own 
meaning. The rule to make use of clear passages 
to sort through the various options for interpreting 
the meaning of difficult parts guards against this 
danger. We especially should not let the unclear 
passages, and some particular understanding of 
them, be used to reinterpret the clearer passages!

But we can take this rule a step farther. Who or 
what is the clearest expression of the heart, mind, 
will and character of God? Jesus Christ. He is the 
Light of all light. All Scripture, in the end, should be 
understood in his clear Light. He alone shows us the 
face of God in person.

Let’s look at an example. The Pharisees of New 
Testament times had an understanding of God’s Law, 
the Torah. When Jesus came along they accused 
him of violating what they considered the highest 
priority of that Law, namely the keeping of the 
Sabbath. And they had worked out logically what 
must be implied in keeping the Sabbath. They inter-
preted Jesus and his actions in terms of their pre-
understanding of the Law of God. How did Jesus 
respond to their accusations? Did he simply say, “I 
came to give you another interpretation of how the 
Law should be applied”? No, he said, “For the Son 
of Man is Lord of the Sabbath” (Matthew 12:8). The 
Pharisees gave priority to their understanding of the 
Law, and interpreted Jesus in terms of it. But Jesus 
countered by telling them who he was in relation-
ship to the Law and so said, “I created the Law, I 
gave it its meaning, I know how it is to be honoured 
and when it is being violated. Interpret the Law in 
terms of me, its Lord, not me in terms of the Law. It 
is my servant. I am not its servant, to be judged by 
it.”

So Jesus puts the Pharisees at a crisis point. Will 
they recognize Jesus as the Living Lord, the Lord of 
the Law or will they continue to use the Law as “lord” 
to interpret and judge Jesus? What or who is the 

whole and what or who is the part? What or who 
is the clear and what is relatively obscure? We may 
not regard the Law as the Pharisees did, but we may 
have other truths or attitudes or viewpoints that we 
assume and use to interpret or understand Jesus 
and who God is. Recognizing Jesus as the Centre 
of the centre will challenge us to view everything in 
terms of his interpretation of things, in his light.

We can sum up: we interpret the parts in terms of 
the whole and the unclear in terms of the clear, and 
all in terms of Jesus Christ!

iNTErPrET THE OLd TEsTAmENT iN LiGHT 
Of THE NEW

Another implication that has been identified in 
the past is to interpret the Old Testament in terms of 
the New Testament. This too is a good “rule” we can 
follow and further expand. Jesus is the fulfilment 
of the revelation and provision of God. That is, he 
is the self-revelation and the self-giving of God for 
us and for our salvation. He fulfils all the promises 
of God set up and signalled in the Old Testament. 
The promises are to be understood in terms of the 
fulfilment, not the other way around.

But the Old Testament is about more than the 
promises themselves. It involves an ongoing rela-
tionship and interaction of God with Israel over 
roughly a thousand years, including interaction with 
numerous prophets at various points in the history of 
that relationship. God was taking Israel somewhere 
and Israel knew it. God had not given them the final 
word. They looked forward to having his Spirit poured 
out on all flesh (Joel 2:28) being given to reignite 
life in the dry bones (Ezekiel 37:5) and having new 
hearts (Ezekiel 11:19; 36:26). They looked forward 
to the time of God’s peace or shalom when they 
wouldn’t have to prepare for war anymore and not 
have blood on their hands (Isaiah 2:4; Joel 3:10; 
Micah 4:3). They anticipated the completion of the 
sacrificial worship where they could be in the very 
presence of the living God and then truly live! The 
Old Testament revelation included the proclamation 
that there was much more to come, that God was 
not finished making himself known and providing 
everything for them. Even at the conclusion of the 
last words of the prophets, they knew they were not 
at the end of the story. The climax had not yet been 
reached.
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The fact that God’s revelation involves a history 
of interacting with Israel and speaking through 
selected prophets means that we should interpret 
any passage in terms of where it comes in the story 
as it leads up to or down from God’s self-revelation 
and self-giving in Jesus Christ. This rule of interpre-
tation is especially important for particular ethical 
or liturgical directives given to ancient Israel. What 
God commands of Israel in a particular instance is 
not God’s final or eternal word.

For instance while the “eye for an eye and tooth 
for a tooth” saying was far more compassionate than 
the code of revenge practiced by the surrounding 
ancient near eastern cultures of the time, it was not 
God’s final word to his people. Rather, the final word 
is embodied in Christ who loved his enemies to the 
end and directed us to do the same. So interpreta-
tion should take into account where in the story we 
find the actions, attitude or instructions given. God 
fills out and clarifies his revelation through a history 
of interaction with his people, so not every word in 
the Bible is God’s last word on the subject. Providen-
tially, there are many places in the New Testament 
where significant change or discontinuity, is explic-
itly spelled out, such as keeping of the Sabbath.

This does not mean that everything said in the 
Old Testament will necessarily be radically reinter-
preted later on. Some insight or instruction may 
remain largely unchanged, such as principles we 
identify as broad moral instructions that are linked 
to our human nature and take into consideration 
our fallen condition. About rather permanent and 
universal features of humanity such as marriage, 
sexual morality and the relations of parents and 
children that abide throughout history and across 
differing cultural contexts, we would expect signifi-
cant continuity of teaching. The New Testament 
often does spell out particular continuities and 
redemptive development of expression.

Even if there are some practical or particular 
differences, at the level of fundamental principles 
that reflect God’s character we should expect to 
see some continuity between earlier and later 

application of that same principle in the New Testa-
ment. There seems to be a redemptive development 
in the way God’s more general purposes are to be 
applied in the life of the church after the fulfilment 
of God’s will is accomplished in Christ as compared 
to before this fulfilment. An example would be 
that although Israel is directed at times to go to 
war, she was instructed not to be vengeful and to 
look forward to a time when her swords would be 
beaten into ploughshares. The Christian church is 
called to continue along that trajectory to finally be 
peacemakers and to not regard any human being 
as their ultimate enemy, but rather forgive and seek 
reconciliation and restoration.

The issue of slavery seems to fall along the same 
lines. What was allowed to Israel is no longer to 
characterize the Christian church. So Paul directed 
Philemon to emancipate his slave Onesimus 
(Philemon 16-17). Slavery is a practice that was 

“passing away.” So such instructions as were given 
Israel cannot be directly picked up by the church 
now with no regard for our occupying a different 
place in the story than was ancient Israel. The God 
of the Bible is a God of life, not death; a God of 
freedom, not slavery; a God of love, reconciliation 
and redemption and not enmity and revenge. While 
we certainly can find signs of these characteristics 
in the Old Testament, at times some significant 
ambiguity appears along the way in God’s history 
of interaction with Israel. We now, however, live to 
bear witness to the clear and complete fulfilment 
of God’s Word in Christ, not to its foreshadowing 
and preparation. In this way, we interpret the Old 
Testament in terms of the New.

There we have several guidelines for properly 
interpreting Scripture with Jesus Christ the Living 
Word at the centre of the Written Word. In the next 
two articles in the series we’ll continue to offer 
some more guidelines to help us stay oriented to 
our North Star.  F2F
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Weathering  
Doubtstorms 

with Faith

THERE ARE SNOW-
STORMS. There are hail 
storms. There are rainstorms. 

And there are doubtstorms. 
Every so often a doubtstorm rolls into my life, 

bringing with it a flurry of questions and gale-force 
winds of fear. And, soon after it comes, a light 
shines through it. Sometimes the storm comes after 
the evening news. Some nights I wonder why I 
watch it. Some nights it’s just too much. From the 
steps of the Capitol Building to the steppes of South 
Africa, the news is usually gloomy... thirty minutes of 
bite-sized tragedies. A handsome man in a nice suit 
with a warm voice gives bad news. They call him 
the anchorman. Good title. One needs an anchor 
in today’s tempestuous waters. 

Sometimes I wonder, How can our world get so 
chaotic? 

Sometimes the storm comes when I’m at work. 
Story after story of homes that won’t heal and 
hearts that won’t melt. Always more hunger than 
food. More needs than money. More questions than 
answers. On Sundays I stand before a church with 
a three-point outline in my hand, thirty minutes on 
the clock, and a prayer on my lips. I do my best to 
say something that will convince a stranger that an 
unseen God still hears. 

And I sometimes wonder why so many hearts 
have to hurt. 

Do you ever get doubtstorms? Some of you 
don’t, I know. I’ve talked to you. Some of you have a 

“Davidish” optimism that defies any Goliath. I used 

to think that you were naive at best and phony at 
worst. I don’t think that anymore. I think you are 
gifted. You are gifted with faith. You can see the 
rainbow before the clouds part. If you have this gift, 
then skip this chapter. I won’t say anything you need 
to hear. But others of you wonder...

You wonder what others know that you don’t. You 
wonder if you are blind or if they are. You wonder 
why some proclaim “Eureka” before the gold is 
found. You wonder why some shout “Land ho” 
before the fog has cleared. You wonder how some 
people believe so confidently while you believe so 
reluctantly. As a result, you are a bit uncomfortable 
on the padded pew of blind belief. Your Bible hero is 
Thomas. Your middle name is Caution. Your queries 
are the bane of every Sunday school teacher. 

“If God is so good, why do I sometimes feel so 
bad?” 

“If his message is so clear, why do I get so 
confused?” 

“If the Father is in control, why do good people 
have gut-wrenching problems?” 

You wonder if it is a blessing or a curse to have 
a mind that never rests. But you would rather be a 
cynic than a hypocrite, so you continue to pray with 
one eye open and wonder: 
•	 about starving children 
•	 about the power of prayer 
•	 about the depths of grace 
•	 about Christians in cancer wards 
•	 about who you are to ask such questions 

anyway. 
Tough questions. Throw-in-the-towel questions. 

Max Lucado
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Questions the disciples must have asked in the 
storm on the sea. 

All they could see were black skies as they 
bounced in the battered boat. Swirling clouds. 
Wind-driven white caps. Pessimism that buried the 
coastline. Gloom that swamped the bow. What 
could have been a pleasant trip became a white-
knuckled ride through a sea of fear. 

Their question—What hope do we have of 
surviving a stormy night? 

My question—Where is God when his world is 
stormy? 

Doubtstorms: turbulent days when the enemy is 
too big, the task too great, the future too bleak, and 
the answers too few. 

Every so often a storm will come, and I’ll look up 
into the blackening sky and say, “God, a little light, 
please?” 

NOT WHAT THEY 
ExPEcTEd

The light came for the 
disciples. A figure came to 
them walking on the water. 
It wasn’t what they expected. 
Perhaps they were looking 
for angels to descend or 
heaven to open. Maybe they 
were listening for a divine 
proclamation to still the 
storm. We don’t know what 
they were looking for. But 
one thing is for sure, they 
weren’t looking for Jesus to 
come walking on the water. 

“‘It’s a ghost,’ they said and cried out in fear” 
(Matthew 14:26). And since Jesus came in a way 
they didn’t expect, they almost missed seeing the 
answer to their prayers. 

And unless we look and listen closely, we risk 
making the same mistake. God’s lights in our dark 
nights are as numerous as the stars, if only we’ll 
look for them. 

cAN i sHArE A fEW LiGHTs 
WiTH YOu THAT HAVE iLLumi-
NATEd mY WOrLd rEcENTLY? 

A friend and I sat in front of my house in his 
car and talked about his dilemma. His chief client 
pulled out on him, leaving him big bills and few 
solutions. What the client did wasn’t right, but he 
did it anyway. The client’s company was big and my 
friend’s was small, and there wasn’t a lot he could 
do. My friend was left with a den of hungry lions 
wanting six figures’ worth of satisfaction. 

 “I called my uncle and told him what had 
happened. I told him I was thinking of filing for 
bankruptcy.” 

“What did he say?” I asked. 
“He didn’t say anything,” my friend responded. 

“After he was silent for a long time, I said it for him. 
‘We don’t do it like that, do we?”’ 

“‘No, we don’t,’ he told me. So I’ll pay the bills. If 
I have to sell my house, I’ll pay my bills.” 

I was encouraged. Somebody still believed that if 
he did what was right, God would do what was best. 
There was still some we-don’t-do-it-like-that faith in 
the world. The sky began to clear. 

LiGHT NumbEr TWO cAmE 
From a CanCEr ward. 

“We will celebrate forty-four years tomorrow,” 
Jack said, feeding his wife. She was bald. Her eyes 
were sunken, and her speech was slurred. She 
looked straight ahead, only opening her mouth 
when he brought the fork near. He wiped her cheek. 
He wiped his brow. 

“She has been sick for five years,” he told me. 
“She can’t walk. She can’t take care of herself. She 

can’t even feed herself, but 
I love her. And,” he spoke 
louder so she could hear, 

“we are going to beat this 
thing, aren’t we, Honey?” 

He fed her a few bites 
and spoke again, “We don’t 
have insurance. When I 
could afford it, I thought 
I wouldn’t need it. Now I 
owe this hospital more than 
$50,000.” He was quiet 
for a few moments as he 
gave her a drink. Then he 
continued. “But they don’t 
pester me. They know I can’t 

pay, but they admitted us with no questions asked. 
The doctors treat us like we are their best-paying 
patients. Who would’ve imagined such kindness?” 

I had to agree with him. Who would’ve imag-
ined such kindness? In a thorny world of high-tech, 
expensive, often criticized health care, it was reas-
suring to find professionals who would serve two 
who had nothing to give in return. Jack thanked me 
for coming, and I thanked God that once again a 
sinew of light reminded me of the sun behind the 
clouds. 

ThEn, a FEw days LaTEr, 
anoThEr LighT. 

Larry Brown is the coach of the San Antonio 
Spurs, the local professional basketball team. I 
don’t know him personally (although rumor has it 
that he wants me to sign a multi-year contract and 
play point guard for the team . . . nice fantasy). 

Coach Brown recently spent an afternoon at a 
local men’s store, signing autographs. He was sched-
uled to spend two hours, but ended up spending 
three. Pencil-and-pad-toting kids besieged the 
place, asking him questions and shaking his hand. 

When he was finally able to slip out, he climbed 
into his car, only to notice a touching sight. A 

WEATHEriNG dOubT sTOrms - continued on pg 23
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Is grace too 
good to be true?

Non-believers and even 
some believers see God’s 
grace as something too 

good to be true. How about you?
In Grace Communion International, we are on an 

exciting journey from performance-based legalism 
to the grateful embrace of salvation by God’s 
grace. I think most of us 
now understand grace 
intellectually. But has the 
astonishing truth of God’s 
grace sunk in? It is one 
thing to accept grace as 
a doctrinal argument, but 
another for grace to be 
the truth that defines and 
thus transforms our lives.

For some, there 
remains a tension between 
grace and obedience. This 
is not new—we see it in 
the New Testament. “Shall 
we sin because we are 
not under law but under 
grace?” challenged Paul 
in Romans 6:15. “By no 
means,” he answered, 
though we can sympathize 
with these early Christians for having this question.

We too find grace a difficult idea to internalize. 
Our experience with “special offers” and TV bargains 
has taught us that if something sounds too good to 
be true, it probably is. And we all know that there 
is no such thing as a free lunch. So when we read 
that God has done all that is required to save even 
the worst sinner, we are suspicious. Our “Yes but…” 
program clicks in, and we ask “What’s the catch?” 
There must be more to it than just “accepting Jesus.” 
We know we can’t earn salvation, but surely we 
have to do something? Pastors have told me that 
by emphasizing grace over legalism they worry that 
they may be encouraging their people to disobey 
God.

I love the way Peter’s second epistle opens:
“Grace and peace be yours in abundance through 

the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. His 
divine power has given us everything we need for 
a godly life through our knowledge of him who 
called us by his own glory and goodness. Through 

these he has given us his very great and precious 
promises, so that through them you may participate 
in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption 
in the world caused by evil desires” (2 Peter 1:2-4).

God has already offered to himself what we 
could not offer. The grace in which we participate is 
the life of faithfulness that Jesus lived towards the 
Father. As Thomas F. Torrance wrote: “And in this 
God-Man we partake in grace, as members of his 
body, reconciled to God through him and in him, and 

even it is said, are incom-
prehensibly partakers of 
Divine nature!”

Torrance is right. There 
is something incompre-
hensible about it. God’s 
grace towards us shows 
a level of love that seems 
unnatural to us. Charles 
Wesley expressed it beau-
tifully in his hymn Amazing 
Love:

And can it be 
that I should gain

An interest in the 
Saviour’s blood?
Died He for me, who 
caused His pain?

For me, who Him 
to death pursued?

Amazing love! how can it be
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

It does sound too good to be true. But it is true. 
We can delight to be alive in Jesus and united in his 
life. We should rightly be dumbfounded by his grace. 
When we recognize how and why Jesus takes away 
the sin of the world, we are immediately brought to 
a point of disconnection from our own false centre 
and nourished by the true vine of life, which is the 
fullest purpose of God. Worrying about how we and 
others are falling short is to maintain a focus that 
stems from legalism.

We never need worry that we are over-empha-
sizing God’s grace when we point people to Jesus 
and a living, loving relationship with him. Grace 
and obedience are not at odds—rather they are 
integrated in the source of both—the person of 
Jesus Christ.  F2F

Joseph Tkach
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Gordon Green

King Solomon’s Mines
MODERN WISDOM FROM THE ANCIENT BOOK 

OF PROVERBS (PART 19)  
At the heArt of it All 

I would like to speak to 
you about your heart. 

“My heart? When I last checked it was still 
beating. I can run, play...” 

No, not that bodily organ in your chest that 
pumps blood but the heart that’s mentioned over 
90 times in the book of Proverbs.  

“Oh, ok. If you want to but I don’t think it’s that 
important – there must be more important things 
to discuss in my Christian life. Why don’t you talk 
to me about God’s blessings, his laws, obedience, 
prophecy and...”

Hold on! Just like your bodily heart is vital, your 
inner heart is critical. In fact it is so important that 
God commands you to protect it. It’s a priority. 
“more than anything else, guard your heart” 
(Proverbs 4:23). Watch it closely.  

“Oh so I see what you are saying. I mustn’t let 
my feelings and emotions get out of control. I know 
that. I am working on my temper and I swear now 
and again - especially in the traffic - but I think I’m 
doing ok!”  

You don’t understand. When Solomon writes 
about our heart he is emphasising something far 
deeper than curse words and road rage. And that’s 
where your heart comes into it. Your heart in the 
Bible is the source of your bad temper and anger 
– mine too. In fact out of our hearts flow so much 
more – our desires, our motives, our intentions, our 
choices, our dreams, our longings, our hopes, our 
fears, our greed, our creativity, our lusts, our jeal-
ousies – in fact everything we are, originates in our 
hearts. Just like our physical heart is at the centre of 
our body so too is our spiritual heart the centre and 
core of our whole being. Jesus Christ gave central 
attention to the heart. He said, “Whatever is in your 
heart determines what you say.  A good person 
produces good things from the treasury of a good 
heart, and an evil person produces evil things from 
the treasury of an evil heart” (Matthew 12:34-35. 
NLT).

“Ok, so you are saying my heart is like the source 
of a river. A river is wide and long and deep but it’s 
source is a spring that starts high up in the hills?”

dirEcTiON fOr LifE

Exactly. Our natural heart has a direct impact 
on every single part of our body as it pumps blood 
through arteries and many kilometres of blood vessels 
and so influences our ability to live and function. 
From within our inner heart comes direction for our 
life. Think of all the things you believe, your deepest 
convictions (Romans 10:9-10), the ones that really 
shape your life - they are all down there somewhere 

in the depths 
of your heart 
(Proverbs 20:5). 
In your heart you 
ponder questions 
like: Why am I alive? 
What is my purpose? Why do 
I get up in the morning? Why am I who I am? Why 
am I different from my dog?

Do you see what I’m saying? Your heart is what 
makes you you. Your heart is who you are. Your 
heart is you, the real you, the deepest truest you. 
Oh, we can keep our heart hidden and put on masks 
because we don’t want others to know what we are 
really thinking but that doesn’t change who we are 
deep down in our essential inner selves.  

Do you see why your heart is so important? God 
says to you, to me, to all of us that we are  respon-
sible to look after our hearts. 

“But why?”
  The rest of Proverbs 4:23 explains: It “affects 

everything you do.”  Or as the Message Bible reads: 
“Be careful what you think, because your thoughts 
run your life.” 

“So that’s where everything really starts? Just like 
the seed of a tree contains a tree and potentially a 
forest within it so my heart contains all of my life?”

Yes. It’s out of our hearts that our lives spring 
from. 

Who we are in our heart is who sooner or later 
we shall be in our behaviour. Our behaviour begins 
invisibly – usually a long time before we actually do 
it. Our actions are really the belated announcement 
of where we have been for a long time. Have you 
ever said “I don’t know what came over me.”? But 
you did it. The truth is that you’ve been thinking that 
for a long time and suddenly the opportunity arose 
and you did it. Today’s thoughts are tomorrow’s 
actions and reactions.  

Today’s jealousy is tomorrow’s temper tantrum.
Today’s bigotry is tomorrow’s hate crime.
Today’s anger is tomorrow’s abuse.
Today’s lust is tomorrow’s adultery.
Today’s greed is tomorrow’s embezzlement.
Today’s guilt is tomorrow’s fear.1

Proverbs 4:23 teaches us that our behaviour 
begins in the centre of our being, arises from a 
hidden spring, our heart, and it’s the driving force 
behind all our actions and words; “As he thinks 
in his heart, so is he” (Proverbs 23:7 - Amplified 
Bible). Our heart expresses itself in our relating and 
responding to everything around us. 

“This reminds me of an iceberg.” 
Yes, our behaviour is just the tip of the iceberg. 
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But it really comes from an invisible part of me. It’s 
all connected. And that vast part of the iceberg 
under the water is the sum of all our years - even 
from conception.  

There is one thing I haven’t mentioned. Jesus, 
through the Holy Spirit, lives in our hearts (Ephe-
sians 3:17). God is working in our hearts to conform 
us into the image of Jesus Christ. But all sorts of 
damage has been done to our hearts over the years 
and of course daily we face thoughts that bombard 
our minds. It takes time. It is a process.

GET iNVOLVEd

“So I just leave it to God and he will sort it all 
out?” 

Not at all. God is actively on your side but he’s 
calling you to get involved.  

“So how do I do that?  What is my role?  How do 
I guard my heart?” 

Catch your behaviour at its conception. For 
example, just when you realise that you are acting 
in an ungodly way toward someone, push the pause 
button and choose to be who you really are in Jesus 
Christ and draw upon his grace.2 As a father and 
grandfather I have learnt that often the most effec-
tive way to get a crying baby to stop performing is 
to get his mind onto something else. It works almost 
immediately (It’s like buttoning a shirt. In your heart 
is where you put the first button into the first hole. 
Our behaviour is all the other buttons. Get the first 
one wrong and they are all out of line!) 

“I like that!  But it is difficult. So often I try and try 
and grit my teeth trying to be like Jesus but I can’t”

This is not about trying and sweating. It’s about 
the very life of Jesus Christ being expressed through 
you. The Holy Spirit stands ready to help us manage 
and filter the thoughts that try to enter your heart. 
When a wrong thought approaches, don’t just open 
the door and let it enter. You aren’t helpless over the 
thoughts that may bombard your mind. You “take 
captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ” 
(2 Corinthians 10:5).

Don’t leave the door unguarded. You have every-
thing you need to live a godly life – you have the 
equipment to enable you to capture any thoughts 
not fit to enter (2 Peter 1:3-4).   

I would also like to encourage you to make 
Ephesians 3:16 your personal life-prayer. In it Paul 
prays that God “may strengthen you with power 
through his Spirit in your inner being.”  Nurture 
yourself with the constant affirmation and realiza-
tion of your Father’s love and care in every area of 
your life.

Watch your heart. Guard it. Protect it. Be careful 
what you think.

“You mean I’m responsible?”
You are response-able.   F2F

1. Max Lucado. A love Worth giving. Page 88
2. Grace is not only about unmerited favour, it’s divine enable-
ment of our daily lives (2 Corinthians 12:9)

late-arriving youngster pedalled up, jumped off his 
bike, and ran to the window to see if the coach was 
still in the store. When he saw he wasn’t, he turned 
slowly and sadly, walked over to his bike, and began 
to ride off. 

Coach Brown turned off the ignition, climbed out 
of the car, and walked over to the boy. They chatted 
a few minutes, went next door to a drugstore, sat 
down at a table, and had a soft drink. No reporters 
were near. No cameras were on. As far as these 
two knew, no one knew. I’m sure Larry Brown had 
other things to do that afternoon. No doubt he had 
other appointments to keep. But it’s doubtful that 
anything he might have done that afternoon was 
more important than what he did. 

In a world of big-bucked, high-glossed profes-
sional sports, it did me good to hear of one coach 
who is still a coach at heart. Hearing what he did 
was enough to blow away any lingering clouds of 
doubt and to leave me warmed by God’s light... his 
gentle light. 

Gentle lights. God’s solutions for doubtstorms. 
Gold-flecked glows that amber hope into black-
ness. Not thunderbolts. Not explosions of light. Just 
gentle lights. A business-man choosing honesty. A 
hospital choosing compassion. A celebrity choosing 
kindness. 

VisibLE EVidENcE Of THE 
invisibLE hand. 

Soft reminders that optimism is not just for fools. 
Funny. None of the events were “religious.” 

None of the encounters occurred in a ceremony 
or a church service. None will make the six o’clock 
news. But such is the case with gentle lights. 

When the disciples saw Jesus in the middle 
of their stormy night, they called him a ghost. A 
phantom. A hallucination. To them, the glow was 
anything but God. When we see gentle lights on 
the horizon, we often have the same reaction. We 
dismiss occasional kindness as apparitions, acci-
dents, or anomalies. Anything but God. 

“When Jesus comes,” the disciples in the boat 
may have thought, “he’ll split the sky. The sea will 
be calm. The clouds will disperse.” 

“When God comes,” we doubters think, “all pain 
will flee. Life will be tranquil. No questions will 
remain.” 

And because we look for the bonfire, we miss 
the candle. Because we listen for the shout, we miss 
the whisper. 

But it is in burnished candles that God comes, 
and through whispered promises he speaks: “When 
you doubt, look around; I am closer than you think.”   

http://www.maxlucado.com. From ‘Fearless.’ Used with permission.
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Listen to us on Radio:

CCFm 107.5 Fm: 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9:10am 
(The Greater Cape Town area from Melk-
bosstrand to Durbanville to Stellenbosch 
to Gordon’s bay from Muizenberg) 

IF YOU LIVE IN CAPE TOWN , YOU 
CAN LISTEN TO FACE TO FACE ON:

www.ccfm.org.za

On-air 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, o�ering the 

best mix of contemporary 
Christian music and 

compelling chat, 
combined with up-to-

the-minute news, 
weather forecasts, tra�c 

and travel information.

Looking for a Congregation? 
Face to Face Magazine is published by Grace 
Communion International. We have many congre-
gations across South Africa. If you are interested in 
attending one of our services, please contact one of 
the following people for more information.

Syd Townsend 083 629 9217 - Free State and Lesotho
Gladman Ncokazi 083 230 2643 - Eastern Cape
Gordon Green 082 564 0983 - Kwazulu-Natal
Caleb Makhela 084 326 6594 - Limpopo
Takalani Musekwa 082 444 3602 - Gauteng
Trevor Weber 082 927 9864 - Western Cape
Tim Maguire 082 374 8437 - Other


