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Have you ever wondered why the cross was 
chosen as a symbol of our faith? How is it that a 
means of execution, devised by the Romans to be 
the most horrendous and painful imaginable, came 
to epitomise hope and love. In fact, the term excru-
ciating was coined in order to describe the unbear-
able pain of the cross. 

Wouldn’t it seem rather macabre to hang a 
bronze replica of an electric chair on your wall, or 
a replica of a silver guillotine around your neck? 
Yet this symbol of death fills the lives and homes of 
Christians around the world as a reminder of Who’s 
we are and God’s eternal love for us. Only God 
is able to take humankind’s darkest moments and 
turn them into something positive; an unjust execu-
tion into the central point of mankind’s hope.

The cross is such a simple structure yet deep in 
symbolism. A single vertical beam pointing upwards 
and reminding us of the importance of our relation-
ship with God, intersected by a single horizontal 
beam reaching out wide to embrace all of mankind, 
as Christ did with open arms, and as we should. 
And at this intersection hung our Saviour, the One 
who brought both together in reconciliation.

As we celebrate God’s love during this Easter 
season, let’s focus not on bunnies and eggs but 
rather remember what really happened on the 
cross: 

“God put the world square with himself through 
the Messiah, giving the world a fresh start by offering 
forgiveness of sins. God has given us the task of 
telling everyone what he is doing.  We’re Christ’s 
representatives. God uses us to persuade men and 
women to drop their differences and enter into God’s 
work of making things right between them. We’re 
speaking for Christ himself now: Become friends with 
God; he’s already a friend with you. 

How? you say. In Christ. God put the wrong on him 
who never did anything wrong, so we could be put 
right with God” (2 Corinthians 5:19-21 Message).

Have a truly meaningful and blessed Easter!
Your brother in Christ, 
Tim
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Are You Getting It?
Dawie Maree

Ever had an argument 
and the other person 
just does not “get it”. 

They just do not understand what you are trying 
to tell them. You wonder why they don’t get it. Are 
they stubborn? Are they ignorant of the facts? Or is 
it simply that if they admitted that they were wrong 
or agreed with you, it means that they have to “yield 
to” or “submit”?

I listen to Christians talk about Jesus and what 
he has done for them. I hear them telling others of 
how God has blessed them (not always mentioning 
what the blessings are). These same Christians even 
profess to know what Jesus 
should be doing for them. The 
more popular statements are 
about how the Lord will bless 
them and that things will turn out 
in their favour. This is normally 
followed by misquoting Romans 
8:28.

Do we Christians “get It?” Do 
we understand the fundamental 
message of Jesus? Yes, Jesus 
died for us and so we are saved.
This is a unique and wonderful 
gift and there is nothing that 
can take it away from us, nor 
is there anything we can do to 
earn or lose the gift of salvation. 
But do we get what Jesus wants 
from us, or are we the stubborn 
ones not wanting to admit that we are wrong and 
that we have to “submit” to God and his way of life?

Why, when we are called to be a part of such a 
wonderful calling do we see Christians hurting over 
and over again, year after year with the same prob-
lems? I then have to wonder if we just don’t get it.

“WHERE IS GOD?”

I know the darkness I have been in and have 
wondered what it is that I am missing. We suffer 
for years with the same hurt and pain. I sometimes 
feel like the world is spinning out of control and all 
I am doing is calling out to God asking him to “fix” 
or “change” the wrongs, the unfairness, and to take 
away the hurt. Yet I wake up in the morning facing 
the same thing. I wake up wondering where is God, 
and why did he not help me. Then I have to ask, 

“Am I missing something?” Don’t I “get it?”

The disciples had just witnessed three years of 
overwhelming mind boggling revelations during the 
ministry of Jesus Christ, and now Jesus is on his way 
back to the Father. He has given them some very 
important instructions as to what they must do and 
wow – duh! – they ask him the wrong question – 

“Hey Jesus, are you about to restore your Kingdom 
here in Israel?” The disciples just did not get it (Acts 
1:6-11).

Not only do they miss the point in that Jesus 
would not restore His Kingdom immediately, but 
they are only focused on themselves and want Jesus 
to restore the Kingdom of Israel, forgetting about 
the rest of mankind. After all their experiences with 
Jesus and his tremendous Gospel of love, they still 

wanted their own problems 
sorted out first.

Where are our hearts? 
We have heard sermon after 
sermon and read article after 
article about where our hearts 
should be. Is this not what we 
Christians in essence believe, 
that we must store our treasure 
in heaven, because where our 
treasure is, that is where our 
hearts are (Matthew 6: 19-21)?

 We know the story of the 
man who built bigger barns to 
hold his increased wealth. The 
Bible calls him a “fool.” Why? 
Because he was wealthy? 
Because he was working hard 
and doing well? No! Because 

he was focused on the wrong thing, he was focused 
on himself and how the riches would benefit him so 
he would be able to “take life easy; eat, drink and 
be merry” (Luke 12:16 -21).

What about the rich man who came to Jesus 
asking what he must do to get eternal life? Jesus tells 
him, “You shall not murder, you shall not commit 
adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false 
testimony, honour your father and mother,and ‘love 
your neighbour as yourself.”

“All of this I have done,” says this rich man and it 
appears that he was a good man and that he recog-
nised Jesus.Yet even after getting a direct lesson 
from God, the rich man turns away sad, thinking 
about his wealth. (Matthew 19: 16-26). He just did 
not “get it!”

Would we have been any different? How often 

ARE YOU GETTING IT? - CONTINUED ON PG 6
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Hilary Jacobs

I was busy doing my weekly 
grocery shopping when a soft, 
cultured voice asked me, “I 

wonder if you could help me?” 
I turned to see a neatly dressed woman some-

where in her forties, and thought she might be 
asking for directions to some place. That would be 
easy, I knew the area pretty well. 

I was totally taken aback when she explained 
that she had no money, no food and was presently 
living in a room with several other people. Could I 
perhaps buy her some food, maybe a small roasted 
chicken?

Was her story true, or was it a well rehearsed 
line which would net a good profit at the end of 
the day? I shall never find out, but ‘just in case,’ I 
gave her a smaller amount of money, but definitely 
not enough for a roast chicken. She didn’t seem 
particularly impressed.

On another occasion a few years ago, we 
stopped at a set of traffic lights in the city, pulling 
up behind a shiny red sports car. The driver must 
have been in a good mood. We watched amazed, 
as he handed three young street children a R100 
note each. They jumped up and down in delight, 
but before the lights changed, a tough looking male 

adult demanded the money from them. So much for 
their brief moment of happiness!

In most South African towns and cities, a motorist 
approaching a major traffic intersection will be met 
by a number of people vying for his or her attention. 
Vendors are there selling anything from plastic bags 
to coat hangers; small children rattling coke tins for 
donations; women with babies on their backs – all 
in need of our help. On one hand it’s heartbreaking, 
on the other hand, how can we possibly make a 
difference? Our small donation is surely just a drop 
in the ocean of need. What if we don’t respond to 
the outstretched hand? What if we just drive on? 
We don’t even know if the people are genuinely in 
need, or just on to a profitable occupation. Then 
again, perhaps this is the only ‘job’ they can get. 
And there’s not much time to make up your mind. 
The lights are changing and you must either give 
or go.

A DIFFERENT SOCIETY

As Christians, perhaps we  sometimes have 
guilty and uneasy feelings, remembering the words 
of Jesus in Matthew 5:42, “Give to the one who asks 
you and do not turn away from the one who wants 
to borrow from you.”

Did Jesus mean we should give to literally 
everyone who asks us, or was he describing a 
different society and its needs?

If I say no, should 
I feel guilty?
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do we say, “If God would just tell me what he wants 
then I would be ….” No you wouldn’t! The disciples 
were with Jesus and he told them and they did not 
get it. The rich man turned his back on the Creator 
of the Universe because he did not get it!

OUR OWN COMFORT

In fact we are exactly the same. What do we ask 
God for? When we go on our knees what do we cry 
for in the name of Jesus? I know I am no different. 
When my heart is sore, when my wallet is empty, 
and when I am struggling with my anger towards 
others I know that I don’t get it. What do I end up 
asking for? That’s right, I ask, “Jesus are you going 
to restore your Kingdom today?”

We automatically look to our own comfort, our 
own relief. We want Jesus to bless us, we want him 
to fix our problems on our terms. We want Jesus to 
restore a “Kingdom” according to our own design. 
We start looking to our own comfort and our focus 
is then wrong. Then we begin to declare what Jesus 
has “done for us,” or what he should be doing for 
us.

Naturally, if we are in pain or have a need, it is 
not wrong to ask God for help, because after all we 
are only human and we need physical things to get 
us through the day and it is only through the power 

of God that we can cope with life. If we can say like 
Jesus, ‘not my will but Thy will be done,’ it is then 
that we are starting to “get it.”

The question, however, is where is our focus? 
What are our motives?   What is driving us? And 
most importantly how do we react when we do not 
get what we ask for?  Does our faith begin to fail? 
When things are not working like we want them to, 
or even when the “world” is against us do we blame 
God? Do we begin to question his authority and 
plans?

WHERE IS OUR TREASURE?

In essence I believe that for something to change, 
we have to change something. If we as Christians 
are suffering and hurting, then we have to under-
stand where our treasure is. Then we must look to 
see what we believe God wants us to do. This we 
do through Bible study, meditation, prayer and even 
seeking advice. And then when we have truly put 
our life in God’s hands we are going to get the right 
advice, read an article, hear a sermon, and or even 
read something in the scriptures that we do not 
like.Something that we do not like about ourselves, 
or something that we do not even want to believe 
about ourselves. It is now that we are starting to 

“get it.”   F2F

In Jesus’ day, the poor and needy, the crippled 
and the blind were known to the general popula-
tion. Unlike today’s fast moving, impersonal society 
everyone, even the poorest of the poor were known 
by name. When Jesus began preaching in his home 
town, he and his family were already well known 
(Matthew 13:55).Perhaps this is why he gave a 
name to the beggar in the parable of Lazarus and 
the rich man. In those days, the able-bodied but 
destitute person could usually become a slave to 
the more affluent members of society. Beggars 
were often blind or crippled and their needs were 
well known and undeniable. Neither could anyone 
board a bus or train and travel to a convenient spot 
where the pickings were likely to be plentiful. They 
could not have lived a life of duplicity without being 
discovered. What Jesus meant was that we should 
help where possible, and not close our hearts to 
those in need. He did not intend that we become 
potential victims of all who cross our paths.

THE JOY OF GIVING

Today there are organized charities run by dedi-
cated and caring people, all of which desperately 
need funds. We can be reasonably sure our dona-
tions will be used wisely by these institutions, but 
what about that personal, face to face interaction 
with those less fortunate than ourselves? Giving 

money to a night shelter or a soup kitchen is 
commendable and much needed, but if we never 
actually hand a sandwich to a hungry person, or slip 
a coin into an outstretched hand, we will not experi-
ence the joy and compassion of personal giving.

Of course, these small donations are no more 
than a drop in a bucket. They only help for a brief 
moment and we will not have solved the person’s 
problem. Tomorrow he or she will be out on the 
streets again. But we may have given the hungry 
person a bit of extra energy – enough to walk to 
another street, and perhaps get a casual job.

So, do I regret giving the lady a banknote in the 
supermarket? Not at all. If she was genuine, I have 
helped a little. If not, she will have to ‘work’ very 
hard to earn a living this way. As for the driver of the 
sports car, he may check the surroundings before 
being so generous again. It’s likely the R300 went 
towards drug purchases. The little boys would only 
have received a pittance, if anything at all.

Our social problems are huge, beyond the ability 
of the best of governments to solve satisfactorily. But 
sometimes, giving feels good and does good. It’s up 
to each of us to use wisdom and compassion, but to 
realize that we are not robots programmed to hand 
over money in each and every situation.

 We should not feel guilty when we decide to say 
‘no.’   F2F

ARE YOU GETTING IT? - CONTINUED FROM PG 4
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I was working one day at 
my job as a cashier in a 
sporting goods store, talking 

and just being friendly with a 
customer when, before leaving, 
she turned back to me and 
said, “I see Jesus in you.”

I wasn’t quite sure how to respond. Her state-
ment not only warmed my heart, but it got me to 
thinking: What did she notice? My definition of 
worship has always been: living a life of love and 
light for him. I believe Jesus gave me that moment 
to encourage me to keep living that life of worship 
and to keep shining bright for him.

I didn’t always feel this way. My understanding 
of worship has developed as I’ve matured in my 
faith. As I’ve grown and served more in the church, 
I’ve come to realize that worship is not just singing 
praise songs and teaching children’s church; 
worship is wholeheartedly living the life God gave 
me. Worship is my response 
to God and him living in me.

For example: While I’ve 
always believed it is impor-
tant to walk arm in arm with 
our Creator, because he is 
the reason we exist, it took 
me a while to realize that 
when I’m enjoying crea-
tion, I’m worshipping. It’s 
more than just enjoying 
a beautiful view; it’s real-
izing a Creator who loves 
me created the view for my 
enjoyment. When I think 
about this, I worship.

I’ve come to understand that the root of worship 
is love. Because he loves me, I want to respond 
in love to him. When I do, I am worshipping. This 
is what the apostle said in 1 John 4:19, “We love 
because he first loved us.” Love (worship) is our 
normal reaction. When I love God with my actions 
and words, I am praising him and pointing my 
life to him. Francis Chan puts it wonderfully, “Our 
point in life is to point to him.” I want my life to be 
completely lost in him—this is how I worship. And 
because my worship is a reflection of my love, my 
worship becomes visible to those around me. And 
sometimes that visibility brings out a response, like 

the customer at the store. Her response reminded 
me that others notice how I treat them. The way I 
treat others is not only an aspect of my worship, it 
is also a reflection of the one I worship. So what I 
exude by my personality is a form of my worship to 
God.

IF GOD IS THE GLUE…

Worship is also expressing myself in gratitude to 
my Saviour. In the life I have been gifted, I continue 
to try my best to spread his light and learn from 
him—whether it is reading a devotional and being 
open to his will, praying with and for people in 
my life, or connecting with praise song lyrics that 
refocus my mind on the important parts of life. 
When I sing or think about praise songs in the car, 
in my head, at work, while painting and anywhere 
else in between, I am reflecting the one who gave 
me life—that is worship.

My worship affects my relationships with others. 
If God is the glue in my relations, then he is being 
honored and glorified. My best friend and I almost 
always pray for each other after we hang out and 

before we go our separate 
ways. In looking to God 
and seeking his will, we are 
thanking him for our lives 
and for the relationship we 
share. Because we know he 
is part of our relationship, 
our gratitude for our friend-
ship is worship.

It’s amazing how easy it 
is to worship. When I invite 
God into my mind, heart 
and life—and seek his pres-
ence in my daily activities 
and relationships—worship 
is as simple as choosing to 
live for him and to live and 

love others as he lives and loves. I love living a life 
of worship and knowing God wants to share in my 
day. I often ask, God, how do you want me to share 
your love today? In other words, how can I live in 
worship?

God’s plans are far greater than we could ever 
imagine. He knows all the pieces to our life puzzle; 
like how a customer’s encouraging words echo in 
my mind to this day, and contributed to my perspec-
tive on what a worship-filled life looks like.  F2F

Printed with permission of Christian Odyssey

Jessica Morgan 

I see Jesus in you
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You are 
an idol

Takalani Musekwa

Have you heard of 
the TV Reality Show 
called  Idols SA? 

It is a music competition where young people 
from the ages of 18-30 compete to become the 
South African pop Idol. In 2014 the show is entering 
its 10th season. Thousands of young people enter 
the show each year. Millions more watch on their 
television sets and vote for their favorite idol.

What many aspirant idols and fans do not know 
is that they themselves are already  idols. Did you 
know that humans were created as an idol of God? 
God created us to idolize him, and for him to idolize 
us. We are told that God created humans “in his 
own image” as male and female (Gen. 1:27). The 
word “image” in Hebrew is ‘tselem’, which is the 
same word also translated idol in English.

WE WANT TO BE LIKE OUR IDOLS

Being jealous of the fact that we were created 
to idolize God, and for God to idolize us, the devil 
decided to deceive us through a lie. Humanity has 
believed that lie since then. He said to the woman, 

“For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God, [equal to 
God] knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:5).

All humans live with this desire to be like their 
idols, yet they are already like their idol, God 
Almighty. They want to be like Nelson Mandela, 
Michael Jackson, Beyoncé, Lionel Messi, a music 
star, a Beauty model, and so on. What they don’t 
know is that they are already an idol. The Creator 
of the universe idolizes them. He created them as 
an idol/image of himself.

For example we read that the people “went to 
the temple of Baal and tore it down. They smashed 
the altars and idols to pieces and killed Mattan the 
priest of Baal in front of the altars” (2 Kings 11:18). 
The idols of Baal were the images of Baal, or the 
tselem of Baal. 

Did you know that the number one thing God 
hates most is idol worship? Why do you think that 
is? In the Ten Commandments recorded in Exodus 
chapter 20, God tells the Israelites that they shall 
not have other gods, they shall not make images or 
idols of those gods, and they shall not bow down 
to and worship those idols. The reason God does 
not want them to make idols and worship them is 
because they are created to be God’s idols. God 
idolizes humans. He loves them to bits. Humans 
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are idols of God, and God is their idol. It is him 
alone they should bow down to in adoration.

That is why God is against humans lying, 
stealing, committing adultery, or murdering his 
idols. “Whoever sheds human blood, by humans 
shall their blood be shed; for in the image of God 
has God made mankind” (Genesis 9:6). When a 
person idolized by society dies or is hurt, the people 
who idolize that person get very angry and hurt. For 
example, many people cried when Princess Diana, 
Michael Jackson and Nelson Mandela died. God 
feels the same way when a human being is hurt or 
dies. 

God adores you. He has made himself your 
servant. “…just as the Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). God sees and 
treats you like the idol you are. That is why in the 
story of the prodigal son, the Father(God) throws a 
welcoming party when the son comes home. That 
is how God feels about you, and about all humans. 
You are his idol, and he should be your idol.

IDOLATRY THE ROOT OF ALL EVIL?

Idolatry is the root of all evil. If you know your 
Bible you will probably object. Isn’t the love of 
money the root of all evil? 
Well yes, but the love of 
money is idolatry. Greed is 
idolatry. That is what Paul tells 
the Colosians. “Put to death, 
therefore, whatever belongs 
to your earthly nature: sexual 
immorality, impurity, lust, evil 
desires and greed, which is 
idolatry”(Colossians 3:5). 

Did you know that money 
has always been a closest 
thing to replacing God in the 
lives and minds of humans? 
When people have money, 
they think they don’t need God. 
If they are hungry, instead of 
praying for food, they simply 
buy it. If they are sick, instead of praying for healing, 
they simply visit the doctor or buy expensive medi-
cation to make the pain go away. If they want to 
be in London tomorrow, they just hop on the plane 
and fly there. If you want people to worship you and 
serve you like you are a  god, you simply flash your 
money in front of them, and they will be at your 
beck and call.

People do not idolize poor people. In fact, once 
they become rich, they feel like they are like God, 
and stop believing in the creator God. That is why 
Christianity is almost dying in the Western world 
of Europe and America, where people enjoy the 
best lifestyles in the history of humanity. The truth 
is: humans are idols of God even in their poverty. 
That is why James condemns the tendency to show 
respect to the rich and not to the poor (James. 2:3-4). 

When Jesus was challenged whether it is okay 

for a Jewish person to pay tax to Rome, he asked 
the Pharisees who were asking him the question, 
to show him the coin. “Show me the coin used for 
paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, and 
he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose 
inscription?” (Matthew 22:19, 20).

THE MONEY SAYS IT ALL

During Jesus’ time, the inscription on the coin 
was an image of Augustus Caesar, and an inscrip-
tion which said, “Caesar Augustus Tiberius, son of 
the divine Augustus,” and on the other side of the 
coin it said “Pontif Maxim” which means “Chief/
High Priest”. When Jesus asked them to show him 
the money as we read in Matthew 22 above, he 
knew the money was inscribed with idolatrous 
words. After they showed him the money, he said to 
them,“So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and 
to God what is God’s” (Matthew 22:21). 

When we read those words today, we do not 
understand the weight of them to those who were 
listening to him. Those Pharisees would have known 
the words of Haggai the prophet which said, “The 
silver is mine, and the gold is mine,” says the Lord 
Almighty” (Haggai 2:8). Jesus was reminding them 
of the idolatry of money. He was saying that the kings 
of this world have put themselves up as the gods 

of this world. He was chal-
lenging them to think carefully 
about their relationship with 
money. Is Caesar and money 
their God, or is God Almighty 
their God? That question still 
needs to be answered today 
by you and me.

Money and idolatry are 
twins. Most countries mention 
God on their money. In the 
United States of America, the 
money is inscribed with the 
words: “In God We Trust.” In 
reality, it is in the money that 
many trust. In South Africa, 
the One Rand coin is inscribed 

with the words “Soli Deo Gloria,” which is Latin for 
“Glory to God alone” or “Glory to the Only God.” 
However, for most of us God shares the glory with 
our money, or receives no glory at all.

As you watch and vote for your favourite Idol this 
year, I want you to remember that you are already 
the idol. God made you as his beloved idol. Don’t 
believe the age-old lie of the devil which says you 
need to become like God. You are already like him. 
He made you his idol, and he wants to be your idol. 
Would you vote for him? Let God become your 2014 
idol, and your life will never be the same again! F2F
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A Super-
hero for 
the rest 

of my life

My hero was Superman. 
That was a long 
time ago. Before 

Henry Cavill and Christopher 
Reeve. Before television. 

It all happened on the radio – and in my mind. 
Every afternoon after school my friends and I would 
play cricket in our back yard. But at 4:40 the game 
would come to an abrupt end and  we would move 
excitedly into our lounge and seat ourselves on the 
carpet in front of our large radio - just in time to 
hear the booming voice:  

“Faster than a speeding bullet! More powerful 
than a locomotive! Able to leap tall buildings in a 
single bound! Mighty being from space, stronger 
than steel, free to roam the world on his lone patrol 
for the good of mankind.... What is that in the sky? 
It’s a bird! It’s a plane! No, It’s Superman!” For the 
next fifteen minutes we listened with bated breath 
to the latest adventure of the man of steel. 

When I began to learn about Jesus Christ I 
believed that Jesus was just like Superman. Always 
helping, always saving, always doing good. People 
would cry out for help and their saviour would swoop 
down from the heavens and save them. Then with 
an “Up, up and away” he would soar into the skies 
to save someone else. What a man! What a hero!

But as the years went by I had to admit that 
Superman wasn’t real – he was just someone’s 
creation and just a faint echo of who we have in 
Jesus Christ.  

JESUS INITIATED A PLAN

Yes, we can have fun drawing the analogies with 
Superman and Jesus - specifically about the good 
he did for others – but the truth is Jesus first and 
foremost didn’t do something for us.  Yes, he died 
for you and me. But we need to think deeply about 
this. We need to go further. When I have a problem 
with my electricity I have an electrician who comes 
to my house and he does something for me. He 

comes in emergencies and he delivers me and 
saves me but once he’s done the job for me he’s 
gone – like Superman. 

But not Jesus.  
Let me explain.
At the heart of the universe is the staggering love 

of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Because of this 
great love God desired that the human race join 
the Trinity in their circle of relationship and know, 
experience and participate in this Trinitarian life. 
But instead of waiting for humans to make the first 
move or to be good enough, he initiated a plan. 
This plan would be for the ultimate good of all 
humanity but God would do it on his own, with no 
help from us. 

And so the Son stepped out of eternity and into 
our world and became what we are. The Creator 
became a creature. He got hungry, thirsty and 
sometimes he got very tired.

He was a man on a mission. Yet, although he 
was an individual man Jesus doesn’t do things alone. 
Karl Barth said; While “you and I are not necessary,” 
God “does not will to be God without us.” He came 
to give humans life to the fullest. His life.

Although he was an individual he represented 
all humanity - so much so that what would become 
of him would become of us.1 And he wouldn’t only 
do this by doing something for us and leave us 
looking from the outside in, he also did something 
with us, to us and as us. He wouldn’t be on a lone 
patrol – he would be connected to us. 

 “Have you forgotten that when we were joined 
with Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him in his 
death?  For we died and were buried with Christ by 
baptism....  Since we have been united with him in 
his death, we will also be raised to life as he was. 
We know that our old sinful selves were crucified 
with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our 
lives....   And since we died with Christ, we know we 
will also live with him” (Romans 6:3-8 NLT). Jesus 
is about giving us a place in his life and sharing in 
what he is doing.

Because he is our representative and substitute, 
when Jesus died, we died. When he was resurrected 
we were resurrected. He rose again as us. What 

Gordon Green
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Have you ever heard of Twitter? It’s a social 
networking platform that launched in 2006 to give 
computer and smart-phone users the ability to 
instantly post very short messages that are limited to 
140 characters or less. Almost everyone tweets. From 
people like Kanye West and Britney 
Spears, all the way up to the President 
of the United States. But as Solomon 
wrote: “There is nothing new under the 
sun” (Ecclesiastes 1:9)

But social media isn’t as “cutting 
edge” as we think. Before the Tweet 
deck or the somewhat older Face-
book wall, there was the local tavern. 
Romans used to write brief comments 
on stonewalls – posting greetings, 
proclaiming their love and even grum-
bling about the media content of the 
day. Here are a couple of their ancient 

“Tweets” that I found pretty amusing:
“Secondus sends many and perpetual greetings to 

Onesimus.”
“Oh wall, I am amazed you haven’t fallen down, since 

you bear tedious scribbling of so many writers.”
And if you thought chat rooms were an invention of 

the modern digital age, think again. During the 19th 
century, telegraph operators used to go “on-line” to 
tell jokes, play chess and even fall in love.

These types of social media have been around in 
one form or another since the time of Christ. And that 
got me thinking: if Jesus was online today, what would 
he tweet? Could he fit the good news of the Gospel into 
a single 140-character message? Many theologians 

have actually wrestled with this very 
issue. And time and time again they 
come back with the same answer: Yes.

It looks like this:
“For God so loved the world that he 

gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life” (John 3:16).

John 3:16 is probably one of the 
most well known verses in the Bible. 
And on top of that, it’s been translated 
into over 1,200 different languages. 
Martin Luther called it “the Gospel in 
miniature” because it perfectly illus-
trates the loving nature of our Creator 

God. He loved us so much that no matter who we were, 
where we were or what sin we’d already committed – 
he sent his only Son to save us. It’s a verse that gives 
us hope in Christ, and affirms God’s ultimate purpose 
for us all: not to perish – but to live in communion 
with him.

Now that’s a message we can all re-Tweet!  F2F

Joseph Tkach

WHAT WOULD JESUS TWEET?

becomes of him becomes of us. What happens to 
him happens to us. 

“One man died for everyone. That puts everyone 
in the same boat. He included everyone in his 
death so that everyone could also be included in 
his life, a resurrection life...” (2 Corinthians 5:14-15 
Message).  The prophet Isaiah elaborates;  “... it 
was our pains he carried—our disfigurements, all 
the things wrong with us.... it was our sins that 
did that to him, that ripped and tore and crushed 
him—our sins! He took the punishment, and that 
made us whole...” (Isaiah 53:4 Message). He is the 
doctor who became the patient.  The mechanic who 
became the engine. 

“YOU ARE COMING WITH ME”

But these astonishing events don’t end there. 
And you don’t have to wait for the next exciting 
episode to find out what will happen. It has already 
happened. When Jesus ascended he didn’t leave us 
behind and move onto another crisis. He didn’t say 

“Good bye I’m going home now.” He didn’t shout 
“Up, up and away” and we were just left waiting for 
his second coming. No. He said “You are coming 
with me. I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 

CS Lewis wrote:
He goes down to come up again and bring 

the whole ruined world with him. One has the 
picture of a strong man stooping lower and lower 
to get himself underneath some great complicated 
burden. He must stoop in order to lift, he must 

almost disappear under the load before he incred-
ibly straightens his back and marches off with the 
whole mass swaying on his shoulders.2

That’s a beautiful picture of the staggering love 
of the Trinity for us. God has raised us “from the 
dead along with Christ and seated us with him in the 
heavenly realms because we are united with Christ 
Jesus” (Ephesians 2:6 NLT). Through his incarnate 
life, death, resurrection, and ascension, Jesus has 
cleansed and reconciled us and has lifted us up and 
has taken us into the life we were created to enjoy 

– the life he shares with his Father in the Holy Spirit. 
A fellowship with God that is so close, so intimate, 
so deep, so real, so alive that everything God the 
Father is, everything he has, all his treasures and 
glory, are shared with us personally.3 

It’s yours for the asking.   
Is Superman like Jesus? Jesus is what Superman 

is not. I (with a little help from the apostle Paul) 
can now say:  “When I was a child, I talked like a 
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. 
Superman was my hero. But when I became a man, 
I put the ways of childhood behind me and Jesus 
became my hero for the rest of my life.”  F2F

1  A helpful illustration of this is the story of David and Goliath 
(1Samuel 17). Both men represented their nation. Whatever hap-
pened to the one man happened to the whole nation.  The Israel-
ites were “in” their representative David and shared his victory as if 
it was their own. 
2  C.S.Lewis, Miracles
3  Baxter Kruger, God is For Us
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The origin of the phrase 
‘cometh the hour, cometh 
the man,’ is not known. 

However, it’s believed that it comes from the 
joining of the verse in John 4:23 ‘But the hour 
cometh, and now is,’ and the English proverb; 
‘opportunity makes the 
man.’

In December 2013 
South Africa and the 
world commemorated 
the life of the late 
Mr. Nelson Mandela. 
For ten days after his 
death all the television 
channels were filled 
with people praising 
the transition he went 
through and brought 
to this country.  Mr. 
Mandela went to 
prison ready to lead 
the country into sabo-
tage and anarchy, to 
fight for freedom and 
equality for all. During 
his 27 years of intern-
ment, he had a change 
of heart and came out 
of prison preaching 
and propagating 
forgiveness and recon-
ciliation. However, he stood firm on the matters of 
freedom and equality.

It was at the brink of national uprising and of 
a possible bloodbath that the amazing happened. 
The white government and then president released 
a man who was ready to preach peaceful co-exist-
ence, unity and true democracy in a country that 
had been torn apart and lived on a powder keg of 
oppression. Nelson Mandela was the man for that 
hour.

Every speech and talk show during this period of 
mourning worldwide, spoke of a man for the hour 
of change, from hatred and resentment to peace 
and reconciliation.

CHURCHILL, GHANDI, MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR.

When England faced disaster during World War II, 
Winston Churchill took the lead to spur that nation 
on to fight till victory. Though he was replaced after 
the war as prime minister, he was certainly the man 

for that hour.
The same can be said of Mohandas Ghandi who 

was the preeminent leader and freedom fighter of 
Indian nationalism in British-ruled India. Employing 
nonviolent civil disobedience, Gandhi led India to 
independence and inspired movements for civil 
rights and freedom across the world. 

Gandhi first employed nonviolent civil disobedi-
ence as an expatriate 
lawyer in South Africa, 
in the resident Indian 
community’s struggle 
for civil rights. After 
his return to India in 
1915, he set about 
organising peasants, 
farmers, and urban 
labourers to protest 
against excessive land-
tax and discrimination. 
Assuming leadership 
of the Indian National 
Congress in 1921, 
Gandhi led nationwide 
campaigns for easing 
poverty, expanding 
women’s rights, 
building religious and 
ethnic amity, ending 
untouchability, but 
above all for achieving 
Swaraj or self-rule. 
(Wikipedia)

   And then there was 
Martin Luther King Jr. who led the black conscious-
ness movement in the United States of America by 
turning the other cheek and bending their backs to 
rods and whips, and in the end giving their lives for 
the sake of freedom and equality for all. From his 
speech in 1963 he pronounced his dream: “when 
we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from 
every village and hamlet, from every state and every 
city, we will be able to speed up that day when all 
of God’s children, black men and white men, Jews 
and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able 
to join hands and sing in the words of the old tradi-
tional spiritual, “Free at last! Free at last! Thank God 
almighty, we’re free at last!”

Many are the men and women of the hour who 
propagated peace and reconciliation and forgive-
ness by peaceful means, who paid with suffering and 
their lives. This can also be said of many or most of 
the voices that cried out throughout the Bible. These 
include prophets of the Old Testament with John the 
Baptist as the last one who was beheaded.

Eben D Jacobs

 Cometh the Hour 
Cometh the Man
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Good Friday and Easter set themselves as pivotal 
dates on the Christian calendar. I say “pivotal” 
because all that we–as Christians–hope and believe 
hinges upon the events commemorated on these days.

But then, does it seem strange that we don’t know 
exactly when they happened?

I know that many people put great emphasis on 
getting the details of Jesus arrest, trial, death and 
resurrection correct. We know that they happened 
between the years 30 to 33 AD, but it 
is impossible to pin down, beyond all 
doubt, the exact year.

Most orthodox Christians 
accept that Jesus was crucified on a 
Friday. However, others insist it was 
a Wednesday, and some calculate 
Thursday. Then there are arguments 
over whether he was in the tomb for 
three days and three nights or just 
parts of those days.

Some believe we should not 
celebrate the Orthodox Christian 
days at all, insisting that the Old 
Testament Passover observance is 
the only correct way to remember 
Jesus’ sacrifice.

But, is it really so important to know exactly when 
these things happened? I don’t mean to suggest the 
details are not significant. The Bible makes it clear 
that God carefully orchestrated the events of Jesus’ 
last week so that prophecies of the Messiah could be 
fulfilled. But there is some ambiguity in the scriptural 
record.

Writers in the first century did not record events 
with the same precision that we expect today, so 
some questions about the timing of events cannot be 
resolved conclusively. What was most important to 
them was what happened, not when.

That should also be our focus today. If, about 2000 
years ago, Jesus was executed, and then later resur-
rected, the destiny of every human being has been 
changed forever. If this had not occurred then, as Paul 
wrote to the Corinthians, “our preaching is useless 

and so is your faith” (1 Corinthians 
15:14). But Paul reminded his 
readers that because of Jesus’ resur-
rection, death had been “swallowed 
up in victory” (1 Corinthians 15:54).

“O death, where is your victory? 
Where, O death, is your sting?” he 
wrote. (1 Corinthians 15:55)

Death is an enemy, and we still 
feel some of its sting when a loved 
one dies, or when we see innocent 
people murdered. The great, over 
arching promise of Good Friday 
and Easter Sunday is that Jesus has 
conquered this enemy.

God orchestrated these events so that they fulfilled 
the specific prophecies of the Messiah. The writers of 
the Gospels wanted us to know that this happened.

Let’s remind ourselves of this, wherever, whenever 
and however we commemorate our Savior’s death and 
resurrection.  F2F

Joseph Tkach

EASTER 2014

But it did not end there. There were the apostles 
who proclaimed the gospel of peace and hope and 
all suffered. It is believed that all but John died a 
martyr’s death.  And there have been many mission-
aries through the ages who sacrificed their lives in 
jungles and faraway places to bring the message 
of peace and reconciliation to heathens and even 
cannibals. The results of their service are well 
known by the testimonies of those who accepted 
the message. 

 And then there was Jesus Christ himself who 
propagated forgiveness, offered his peace beyond 
understanding, died to make it possible, and rose 
from the grave to make it eternal. 

Not all who intervened were committed Chris-
tians, but they were all men and women of the hour 
that changed some of this world to better lives and 
environment.

COULD IT BE YOU?

I believe all those, and those who will still come, 
are God’s interventions into a cruel world that 
needs some respite. God does intervene by means 
of human instruments because he is concerned for 
our welfare and he invites us to participate and 
share in what he is already doing. 

This may even be you in a bigger or smaller way, 
who will do some intervention. It may be a meal or 
soup kitchen to the hungry or a jacket to the one 
shivering in the cold or a service of encouragement.

The leader of our church in South Africa heard 
the calling of a few thousand believers in Mozam-
bique for help and guidance. Selflessly he packed 
his little Renault and trailer and brought much help 
to them after thousands of kilometres and a number 
of breakdowns to the little car. He brought them, 
with the help of others, wells for fresh drinking 
water, guidance to plant vegetables and much 
needed Bibles. He suffered malaria in the process 
but still carries on.

When you see a need and feel passionately 
about a way to bring alleviation, you may just be 
the man or the woman for the hour. Humanity is rife 
with suffering, but short of people willing to address 
the dire needs of those suffering. 

That’s where intervention comes in. Consider 
your awareness of a need and, sometimes when it 
grows into a passion, you may just be the man or 
the woman that ‘cometh’ for the hour of need.  F2F
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Johannes Maree

HOW MUCH  
ARE YOU  

REALLY WORTH?

The sign in the natural 
museum above the scale 
read, “How much are you 

worth in gold?” Standing on the 
scale multiplies your weight with 
the present day’s gold price. 

Quite a clever gimmick. Many of us have heard 
the old saying used of a good person that they 
are worth their weight in gold. Well, according to 
the price of gold and my weight I am worth about 
R38 630 592 ($3 511 872) give or take a few 
hamburgers. Not too bad I think, but then not so 
great either, if that’s all. 

Just in case you’ve calculated your worth in gold 
and are feeling rich, how much are you worth in 
actual physical elements? In other words, if the 
human body is broken down into oxygen, nitrogen 
and so on and sold, how much would you be worth? 
Well at today’s prices it would be less than R2 000 
(about $200). Most of the money would come from 
the potassium and sodium. Not a pleasant thought. 

Something deep down inside of us shouts out 
that surely we must be worth more than that and 
yet there are many people who may be feeling 
totally worthless, let alone worth R2 000.

SURVIVAL THEME

There’s a beautiful story about human worth that 
comes out of the ugliness of war. During the second 
Anglo-Boer War (South African War) of 1899-1902, 
the English were struggling to defeat the Boers who 
had adopted guerrilla warfare tactics. One effec-
tive way to demoralise the Boers was for the English 
to round up all the women and children living on 
farms and put them into concentration camps and 
then burn the farms to the ground. The conditions 
in the concentration camps were dismal and thou-
sands of women and children died. 

It is said that the women in each camp had a 
survival theme taken from the Bible. This was to 
give them hope and encouragement. The theme 
for Bethulie concentration camp in the south of the 
Orange Free State was Matthew 10: 29-31. “Are not 
two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them 
will fall to the ground apart from the will of your 
Father. And even the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. So don’t be afraid; you are worth more 
than many sparrows.” This inspired the women and 
they made a promise that should South Africa ever 
mint its’ own coins that they would strive to have 
their symbol of the lowly sparrow (also known as a 
mossie in South Africa) embossed on the coin of the 
lowest value. 

After the war Mrs. Marais, who was an inspi-
rational woman in Bethulie concentration camp, 
spoke to Mrs. Steyn the wife of the president of the 
Boer Republic of the Orange Free State and asked 
her to help them get the emblem of the sparrow 
onto the lowest coin, to thank God that they had 
survived the war and to remind the men and women 
of South Africa of their true worth in God’s eyes. 
Mrs. Steyn took up the challenge and in 1923, after 
many years of trying, and with the help of General 
Jan Smuts, then Premier of South Africa, the quarter 
penny came out with the emblem of two sparrows 
on the reverse side of the coin, perched and looking 
at each other. As far as is known, this made South 
Africa the only country in the world to symbolise a 

Bible verse on one of its coins. 
In 1961, after South Africa had converted 

to the decimal system, a new lowly half cent coin 
was minted with the same original design of the two 
sparrows looking at each other. In 1965 a new 1c 
coin was minted that also had the two sparrows on 
it. The design was slightly different to the first, with 
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one bird sitting higher up on another branch and 
the birds looking away from each other. This same 
design was also used on half cent coins minted 
after 1972. With the launch of new coins in 1991, a 
design based on the original one 
of 1923 was used, once again 
with the two sparrows looking at 
each other on the 1c coin. 

Money is worth less and less 
it seems and in the last few years 
the lowly 1c coin has ceased to 
be minted. The symbol of the 
lowly sparrows of Mathew 10 is 
no more. 

A PEARL OF GREAT VALUE

However, let us never forget 
that our worth as human beings 
is far greater than all the spar-
rows and gold coins in the world. 
That in God’s eyes we are unique, each and every 
one of us. If God knows how many hairs we have on 
our head, surely he knows our needs, desires, joys 
and sufferings. 

In Matthew 13:46 Jesus describes the Kingdom 
of Heaven as a merchant looking for fine pearls 

who, when he found one of great value, sold every-
thing he had and bought it. You are that fine pearl 
of great value. Worth much more than a lowly 1c 
coin. God who created everything and owns every-

thing was willing to sell all 
that he had to purchase 
you. He paid the greatest 
price he could, he gave 
us his all. He gave us his 
Son. Paul reaffirms this in 1 
Corinthians 6:20 and says 
that we were bought at a 
great price. Never forget 
your worth in God’s eyes. 
You are worth everything 
to Him. You are special, 
you are wonderfully made 
and you are dearly loved.

FOOTNOTE:

Bethulie is a small farming town in the Free State 
Province of South Africa. The town formed around a 
Christian mission station set up in 1829. The name 
Bethulie means ‘chosen by God’.  F2F

A common unspoken (or sometimes spoken) atti-
tude is, I don’t have to do (fill in the blank) because 
someone else will. Someone else will come along and 
clean the table in the fast-food restaurant. Someone 
else will write that letter to the editor about a current 
issue. Someone else will clean the trash off the street, 
so I can feel free to throw my paper cup out the window.

Yes, I know, I do it too (well, I don’t throw my trash 
out the car window!). But I’ve noticed I’m often the 

“someone else.” When my kids 
were teenagers, I opted to stop 
travelling and stay home so I 
could be with them during those 
years. While my husband trav-
elled, chores I might have put on 
the honey-do list often couldn’t 
wait for him to come home, so I 
had to do them.

Many times in the past I’ve 
been the someone else. When 
an opportunity arose, such 
as speaking or working with 
women’s ministry, I would look 
over my shoulder to see who else 
might be available and realize I 
was the only one standing there. I 
didn’t always want to, but I jumped in, sometimes not 
knowing what I was getting myself into.

Several biblical characters tried to hand off their 
calling to someone else, but it didn’t work. Moses 
came up with some good excuses for not going back 
to Egypt. Gideon wondered if God was really talking 
to him. Mighty warrior? Not me! Jonah tried to run 

away, but the fish was faster. Each of them became the 
someone else he hoped would do the job. When Jesus 
came to earth as a baby, he wasn’t just someone else; 
he was the only one who could do what needed to be 
done. This sinful world needed “God with us.” No one 
else could heal the sick and calm the storms. No one 
else could move the crowds with his words and feed 
them with a basket of fish. No one else could fulfill 
each and every one of the prophecies of the Old Testa-

ment.
Jesus knew why he came 

to earth, but he prayed in the 
garden for his Father to take the 
cup from him. He did add, “if 
you are willing” and prayed not 
his will but his Father’s will be 
done. Jesus knew no one else 
could take his place on the cross. 
There was no someone else whose 
blood could cleanse the sins of 
humanity.

Being a Christian, just as 
being an adult, often requires us 
to be the responsible one, to be 
the one who stands up and says, 

“I’ll do it!” Jesus calls on us to be 
someone who will answer his call and fulfill the royal 
law of love to him and our brothers and sisters.

Let’s stop looking around for someone else and 
do what needs to be done. May we all be like Isaiah, 
who answered God’s call with these words: “Here am 
I. Send me!” (Isaiah 6:8).   F2F

 

Tammy Tkach

LET SOMEONE ELSE DO IT
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Gary Deddo 

Scripture: God’s 
Gift – Part 5

Reality and the Meaning 
of Scripture

This next-to-last article in this series 
covers several more aspects of listening to, studying 
and interpreting Scripture that honors its God-given 
nature and purpose. As we examine these, perhaps 
we’ll find some bad habits that need to be unlearned.

DISCOVERING THE MEANING THAT IS 
THERE

Often when we hear Scripture read or preached 
or study it for ourselves, we approach it thinking 
we’re going to “try to make sense of it.” But I don’t 
think that’s really the best way to put it. Rather, we 
come to realize that as God speaks to us in Scripture 
it reads us, it makes sense of us! God’s Word sheds 
light on our lives. God’s Word is living and active 
and not a passive collection of data that we probe, 
organize, arrange and apply and then announce 
what we’ve made of it. Rather, as we listen to Scrip-
ture, we are acted upon by the Word and the Spirit. 
It comes with its own meaning and sense. So, we 
don’t give it meaning and make sense of it. We 
discover its meaning and sense.

Listening to and studying Scripture is a matter of 
discovery, not creativity, innovation or theorizing. So 
hearing Scripture in a way that fosters faith, calls 
for a receptiveness on our part, allowing it to tell us. 
We do not sit in critical judgment upon it, deciding 
ahead of time what we will or won’t hear or whether 
we will or won’t live by it. St. Augustine long ago 
realized there was a huge difference in approaching 

Scripture as users compared to being receivers who 
are prepared to enjoy and live under the Word we 
hear. He advised, just like the book of James does, 
that we take the posture of hearers of the Word of 
God, receiving and even delighting in it.

RECEPTIVITY, THE PROPER SUBJECTIVITY

We don’t have to guess or sort through a lot of 
hypothetical options to discover what particular atti-
tude of receptivity we should have towards God’s 
Word. First, Jesus, in his own responsiveness to 
his Father and the Spirit, demonstrates the proper 
personal and internal (subjective) orientation we 
are to have to the Word. Second, the apostles whom 
Jesus chose, including Paul, embodied the spirit of 
responsiveness that reflected Jesus’ own receptivity. 
These apostles were not chosen merely because 
they could be relied upon to convey accurate infor-
mation (facts). They were appointed because they 
had the right kind of receptivity (subjective orienta-
tion) to the truth that they were given. If we are to 
hear the Word of God, we must stand in their place, 
taking up their attitude of receptivity. We have to 
have ears to hear in order to grasp what they are 
saying—to hear what they heard.

Often we think that the biblical revelation given 
to us by its authors is simply a collection of data, 
information that sits objectively there on the page, 
neutrally and in that sense objectively (we say). We 
then take over that “data,” mining it for ourselves 
with whatever subjective orientation we please, 
including the attempt to rid ourselves of any subjec-
tive element at all. But the biblical preservers of 
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revelation do not simply offer objective information 
that we then decide how or whether to appropriate 
or receive. No, the biblical revelation includes the 
revelation of the nature of its own proper receptivity, 
its own orientation and attitude. And that subjective 
aspect is embodied in Jesus and his apostles and is 
also conveyed in their preserved writings. Revela-
tion as revelation cannot be gained apart from this 
particular kind of receptivity because it is included 
in it.

And this subjective orientation is not neutral or 
abstractly objective. The receptive orientation of the 
biblical writers is one of trust, readiness to repent, a 
desire for reconciliation and confidence in the power 
and faithfulness of God to redeem, renew and put 
right all things. Revelation itself includes both objec-
tive and subjective elements perfectly coordinated 
with each other. How the revelation is received is 
perfectly harmonized with what is revealed. In fact, 
the revelation cannot be grasped at all except in 
and through that particular subjective orientation. 
God does not approach us neutrally, but passion-
ately and redemptively. So we cannot approach 
God neutrally and dispassionately if we are to really 
receive the content and benefits of his revealed 
redemption. And that receptivity which is resident 
in Jesus and resonant in the apostles is given to us 
as a gift of the Spirit so that we might receive the 
revelation of God that the apostles of Jesus Christ 
passed on to the whole church for all time.

THE FALSE OBJECTIVITY OF ABSTRACT 
THINKING

So much of the information we get, some of 
which is called scientific, is abstract. It is discon-
nected from the source of the information, from 
the object being investigated. Such input can seem 
to be simply words, concepts, ideas, principles or 
numbers and mathematical formulas. Sometimes 
the information comes to us as a line of argument 
made up of a chain of logical connections. To use 
an analogy, it would be like studying the wake 
made by a boat that has long since passed by, but 
not learning much about the boat itself—which 

is really what we want to know. Such information 
rarely helps us relate to or interact with the object, 
the reality itself, since it’s only indirectly connected 
to it. We’re looking at the effects of something, not 
the source or cause of the effects.

Often in Christian teaching we’re led to consider 
evidences of something (the wake, the effects) but 
aren’t directed to think about the reality itself (the 
boat, cause or source of the effects). For example we 
might be presented evidences for the empty tomb, 
or for the possibility of Jesus’ miracles, but not give 
much consideration to Jesus himself. Following that 
path we may learn something about him, but we 
don’t get to know Jesus himself.

This rather abstract approach is often what we 
get from “experts.”  Sometimes we are impressed by 
the knowledge and insight they impart. But at other 
times, their abstract information and principles 
annoy us and leave us cold. It can seem that such 
information has nothing practical to do with life. We 
suspect that what they are sharing is the product of 
overactive minds fueled by over-sized egos!

Though not always, this abstract approach is 
often characteristic of theological or philosophical 
thinking, which provides ideas or concepts about 
God. Doctrine then becomes a mere collection of 
ideas or concepts to believe in (or not!). This reduces 
Christianity to merely understanding Christian 
ideas—ideas undoubtedly derived from the Bible. 
But this abstracting and conceptualizing approach 
sets us up for the disaster that is common in moder-
nity and postmodernity (two periods now existing 
side-by-side). The modern mindset tends to regard 
faith as bias that distorts any true knowledge of the 
reality. The postmodern mindset tends to see faith, 
like all forms of knowing, as governed by personal/
subjective factors (such as race, gender, class, etc.). 
With this postmodern perspective, all knowing 
collapses into self-knowing, agnosticism or, more 
often, a knowledge controlled by the will-to-power.

A biblically-formed mindset acknowledges these 
barriers to knowing truth, including knowing God. 
From the biblical perspective, we fallen humans 
are seen as idolaters who create gods in our own 

w w w. f a c e 2 f a c e . o r g . z a 1 7



image in order to justify ourselves and our own 
kind. The prophets of Israel spoke out against this 
idolatry, which is our attempt to recreate God in our 
own image or images that we can control and use. 
The golden calf in Moses’ time is an example. All 
of Scripture teaches that God cannot be found by 
sheer human effort and that we will only end up 
deluded by the results of such misguided efforts. 
Jesus declared, “No one knows the Son except the 
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son” 
(Matthew 11:27). As the early church used to put 
it: “Only God knows God.” 
But that does not mean God 
cannot be known, for it does 
not rule out God’s being 
smart and motivated enough 
to figure out how to make 
himself known. So the early 
church saying went on: “And 
only God reveals God.” And 
that is what Jesus goes on to 
say, “…and those to whom 
the Son chooses to reveal 
him.”

The God of the Bible can 
and wants to make himself 
known. He’s the Good Shep-
herd who knows how to get 
through to the dumb sheep. 
God’s act of self-revelation is 
required if we are to know God himself, personally 
and deeply (epignosis is the Greek word used in 
the New Testament, parallel to Adam “knowing” his 
wife Eve).

Revelation, especially the self-revelation of 
God in Christ, that was borne witness to by Jesus’ 
personally selected apostles and the working of the 
Spirit, can’t be approached in either the modern or 
postmodern way, by either eliminating the subjec-
tive element or declaring that it always in every case 
hides or distorts the truth. Knowing God in his act 
of self-revelation calls for a particular subjective 

orientation that correlates with the nature and 
purpose of the revelation, namely being reconciled 
to God. It calls for humility and a mustard seed’s 
worth of faith/trust to get the ball rolling. We have 
to be willing to orient our ways of knowing, both its 
objective and subjective elements, to the nature of 
the revelation. Knowing God calls for a readiness to 
repent and a desire to be reconciled to God. God’s 
self-revelation rules out the twin errors of either 
attempting to remove all subjectivity (a false objec-
tivity) or assuming that any subjective stance we 

might prefer would suffice (a 
false subjectivity).

Listening in this way to 
the Living Word through the 
Written Word by the Spirit 
puts us into contact with 
the reality itself, with the 
living God. In and through 
Scripture, with Christ at the 
center, we’re not being given 
information about God, but 
hearing a Word from God 
who makes himself known as 
Lord and Savior through the 
medium of those witnesses 
preserved for us. If we 
approach Scripture as simply 
a set of concepts, ideas or 
principles about God and 

his ways, we will be missing the boat! Scripture, by 
the Word and Spirit, does not primarily enable us 
to know about God or his will for us, but to know 
God, himself, in person. That is the case because 
God is a Living God and a speaking God and has 
not become mute since the days of Jesus. Listening 
to and studying Scripture with humility and trust/
faith in the God of the Bible is a vital aspect of 
our living in actual relationship, communication, 
and communion with God. If we miss this we miss 
receiving the gift of God.  F2F
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I Will Bear Your 
Dark Side

Max Lucado

Sin lurks deep in the hearts 
of the wicked, forever 
urging them on to evil 

deeds. Psalm 36:1 TLB
Vanity is so anchored in the heart of man that … 

those who write against it want to have the glory of 
having written well; and those who read it desire the 
glory of having read it.

Blaise Pascal
The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond 

cure. Who can understand it? Jeremiah 17:9 NIV
Sin, understood in the Christian sense, is the rent 

which cuts through the whole of existence.
Emil Brunner
What would have happened to the Beast if the 

Beauty hadn’t appeared? You know the story. There 
was a time when his face was handsome and his 
palace pleasant. But that was before the curse, 
before the shadows fell on the castle of the prince, 
before the shadows fell on the heart of the prince. 
And when the darkness fell, he hid. Secluded in his 
castle, he was left with glistening snout and curly 
tusks and a bad mood.

But all that changed when the girl came. I 
wonder, what would have happened to the Beast if 
the Beauty hadn’t appeared? Better yet, what would 
have happened if she hadn’t cared? Who would 
have blamed her if she hadn’t? He was such a … 
well, such a beast. Hairy. Drooling. Roaring, defying. 
And she was such a beauty. Stunningly gorgeous. 
Contagiously kind. If ever two people lived up to 
their names, didn’t the Beauty and the Beast? Who 
would have blamed her if she hadn’t cared? But she 
did care.

And because the Beauty loved the Beast, the 
Beast became more beautiful himself. The story’s 
familiar, not just because it’s a fairy tale. It’s familiar 
because it reminds us of ourselves. There is a beast 
within each of us.

It wasn’t always so. There was a time when 
humanity’s face was beautiful and the palace 
pleasant. But that was before the curse, before the 
shadow fell across the garden of Adam, before the 
shadow fell across the heart of Adam. And ever 
since the curse, we’ve been different. Beastly. Ugly. 
Defiant. Angry. We do things we know we shouldn’t 
do and wonder why we did them.
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MY BEASTLY SIDE

The ugly part of me sure showed his beastly face 
the other night. I was driving on a two-lane road 
that was about to become a single lane. A woman 
in a car beside me was in the lane that continued. I 
was in the one that stopped. I needed to be ahead 
of her. My schedule was, no doubt, more important 
than hers. After all, am I not a man of the cloth? Am 
I not a courier of compassion? An ambassador of 
peace? So I floored it.

Guess what? She did, too. When my lane ended, 
she was a fender ahead of me. I growled and slowed 
and let her go ahead. Over her shoulder she gave 
me a sweet little bye-bye wave. Grrrr.

I started to dim my headlights. Then I paused. 
The sinister part of me said, “Wait a minute.” Am I 
not called to shed light on dark places? Illuminate 
the shadows?

So I put a little 
high beam in her 
rearview mirror. She 
retaliated by slowing 
down to a crawl. This 
woman was mean. 
She couldn’t have 
cared less if the whole 
city of San Antonio 
was late; she wasn’t 
going to go beyond 
fifteen miles per hour. 
And I wasn’t going to 
take my lights out of 
her rearview mirror.

Like two stubborn 
donkeys, she kept it slow and I kept it bright. After 
more unkind thoughts than I dare confess, the road 
widened and I started to pass. Wouldn’t you know 
it? A red light left the two of us side by side at an 
intersection. What happened next contains both 
good news and bad. The good news is, she waved 
at me. The bad news is, her wave was not one you’d 
want to imitate.

Moments later, conviction surfaced. “Why did I 
do that?” I’m typically a calm guy, but for fifteen 
minutes I was a beast! Only two facts comforted 
me: One, I don’t have a fish symbol on my car, and 
two, the apostle Paul had similar struggles. “I do 
not do what I want to do, and I do the things I hate” 
(Romans 7:15). Ever felt like saying those words?

If so, you’re in good company. Paul isn’t the only 
person in the Bible who wrestled the beast within. 
Hard to find a page in Scripture where the animal 
doesn’t bare his teeth. King Saul chasing young 
David with a spear. Shechem raping Dinah. Dinah’s 
brothers (the sons of Jacob) murdering Shechem 
and his friends. Lot selling out to Sodom and then 
getting out of Sodom. Herod murdering Bethlehem 
toddlers. Another Herod murdering Jesus’ cousin. If 
the Bible is called the Good Book, it’s not because 
its people are. Blood runs as freely through the 
stories as the ink through the quills that penned 
them. But the evil of the beast was never so raw as 
on the day Christ died. The disciples were first fast 
asleep, then fast afoot.

Herod wanted a show.
Pilate wanted out.

And the soldiers – they wanted blood.
So they scourged Jesus. The legionnaire’s whip 

consisted of leather straps with lead balls on each 
end. His goal was singular: Beat the accused within 
an inch of his death and then stop. Thirty-nine 
lashes were allowed but seldom needed. A centu-
rion monitored the prisoner’s status. No doubt Jesus 
was near death when his hands were untied and he 
slumped to the ground.

The whipping was the first deed of the soldiers.
The crucifixion was the third. (No, I didn’t skip 

the second. We’ll get to that in a moment.) Though 
his back was ribboned with wounds, the soldiers 
loaded the crossbeam on Jesus’ shoulders and 
marched him to the Place of a Skull and executed 
him. We don’t fault the soldiers for these two actions. 
After all, they were just following orders. But what’s 

hard to understand 
is what they did in 
between. Here is 
Matthew’s descrip-
tion:

“Jesus was beaten 
with whips and 
handed over to the 
soldiers to be cruci-
fied. The governor’s 
soldiers took Jesus 
into the governor’s 
palace, and they all 
gathered around 
him. They took off his 
clothes and put a red 
robe on him. Using 
thorny branches, 

they made a crown, put it on his head, and put 
a stick in his right hand. Then the soldiers bowed 
before Jesus and made fun of him, saying, “Hail, 
King of the Jews!” They spat on Jesus. Then they 
took his stick and began to beat him on the head. 
After they finished, the soldiers took off the robe 
and put his own clothes on him again. Then they 
led him away to be crucified” (Matthew 27:26–31).

The soldiers’ assignment was simple: Take the 
Nazarene to the hill and kill him. But they had 
another idea. They wanted to have some fun 
first. Strong, rested, armed soldiers encircled an 
exhausted, nearly dead, Galilean carpenter and 
beat up on him. The scourging was commanded. 
The crucifixion was ordered. But who would draw 
pleasure out of spitting on a half-dead man?

DEGRADING THE SOUL

Spitting isn’t intended to hurt the body—it can’t. 
Spitting is intended to degrade the soul, and it 
does. What were the soldiers doing? Were they not 
elevating themselves at the expense of another? 
They felt big by making Christ look small. Ever 
done that? Maybe you’ve never spit on anyone, 
but have you gossiped? Slandered? Have you ever 
raised your hand in anger or rolled your eyes in 
arrogance? Have you ever blasted your high beams 
in someone’s rearview mirror? Ever made someone 
feel bad so you would feel good?

That’s what the soldiers did to Jesus. When 
you and I do the same, we do it to Jesus too. “I 
assure you, when you did it to one of the least of 
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these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to 
me!” (Matthew 25:40 NLT). How we treat others is 
how we treat Jesus. “Oh, Max, I don’t like to hear 
that,” you protest. Believe me, I don’t like to say it. 
But we must face the fact that there is something 
beastly within each and every one of us. Something 
beastly that makes us do things that surprise even 
us. Haven’t you surprised yourself? Haven’t you 
reflected on an act and wondered, “What got into 
me?” The Bible has a three-letter answer for that 
question: s-i-n. There is something bad—beastly—
within each of us. We are “by nature children of 
wrath” (Ephesians 2:3 NASB).

It is not that we can’t do good. We do. It’s just 
that we can’t keep from doing bad. In theological 
terms, we are “totally depraved.” Though made 
in God’s image, we have fallen. We’re corrupt at 
the core. The very center of our being is selfish and 
perverse. David said, “I 
was born a sinner—yes, 
from the moment my 
mother conceived me” 
(Psalm.51:5 NLT). Could 
any of us say any less? 
Each one of us was born 
with a tendency to sin. 
Depravity is a universal 
condition. Scripture says 
it plainly:  “All we like 
sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned, every 
one, to his own way” 
(Isaiah 53:6 NKJV).

“The heart is deceitful 
above all things and 
beyond cure. Who can 
understand it?”(Jeremiah 
17:9 NIV). “There is none 
righteous, no, not one.… 
All have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:10, 23 NKJV).

WE ARE BEASTS

Some would disagree with such strong words. 
They look around and say, “Compared to everyone 
else, I’m a decent person.” You know, a pig might 
say something similar. He might look at his trough 
partners and announce, “I’m just as clean as 
everyone else.” Compared to humans, however, 
that pig needs help. Compared to God, we humans 
need the same. The standard for sinlessness isn’t 
found at the pig troughs of earth but at the throne 
of heaven. God, himself, is the standard.

We are beasts. As French essayist Michel de 
Montaigne said, “There is no man so good, who, 
were he to submit all his thoughts and actions to 
the laws, would not deserve hanging ten times in 
his life.” Our deeds are ugly. Our actions are harsh. 
We don’t do what we want to do, we don’t like what 
we do, and what’s worse—yes, there is something 
worse—we can’t change.

We try, oh, how we try. But “Can a leopard 
change his spots? In the same way, Jerusalem, 
you cannot change and do good, because you are 
accustomed to doing evil” (Jeremiah 13:23). The 
apostle agreed with the prophet: “The mind that is 
set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit 

to God’s law—indeed it cannot” (Romans 8:7 
NRSV) emphasis mine).

Still disagree? Still think the assessment is too 
harsh? If so, accept this challenge. For the next 
twenty-four hours lead a sinless life. I’m not asking 
for a perfect decade or year or even a perfect month. 
Just one perfect day. Can you do it? Can you live 
without sin for one day? No? How about one hour? 
Could you promise that for the next sixty minutes 
you will have only pure thoughts and actions? Still 
hesitant? Then how about the next five minutes? 
Five minutes of worry-free, anger-free, unselfish 
living—can you do it? No? Nor can I.

Then we have a problem: We are sinners, and 
“the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23 NIV). We 
have a problem: We are not holy, and “those who 
are not holy will not see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14 

NLT). We have a problem: 
We are evil, and “evil 
people are paid with 
punishment” (Proverbs 
10:16).

What can we do?
Allow the spit of the 

soldiers to symbolize the 
filth in our hearts. And 
then observe what Jesus 
does with our filth. He 
carries it to the cross. 
Through the prophet he 
said, “I did not hide my 
face from mocking and 
spitting” (Isaiah 50:6 
NIV). Mingled with his 
blood and sweat was 
the essence of our sin. 
God could have deemed 
otherwise. In God’s plan, 
Jesus was offered wine 

for his throat, so why not a towel for his face? 
Simon carried the cross of Jesus, but he didn’t mop 
the cheek of Jesus. Angels were a prayer away. 
Couldn’t they have taken the spittle away?

BEAUTY BECOMES THE BEAST

They could have, but Jesus never commanded 
them to. For some reason, the One who chose the 
nails also chose the saliva. Along with the spear and 
the sponge of man, he bore the spit of man. Why? 
Could it be that he sees the beauty within the beast? 
But here the correlation with Beauty and the Beast 
ends. In the fable, the beauty kisses the beast. In 
the Bible, the Beauty does much more. He becomes 
the beast so the beast can become the beauty. Jesus 
changes places with us. We, like Adam, were under 
a curse, but Jesus “changed places with us and put 
himself under that curse” (Galatians 3:13).

What if the Beauty had not come? What if 
the Beauty had not cared? Then we would have 
remained a beast. But the Beauty did come, and the 
Beauty did care. The sinless One took on the face of 
a sinner so that we sinners could take on the face 
of a saint.  F2F

From ‘He chose the nails.’ Thomas Nelson Publishers © 2000. 
Printed with permission 
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Gordon Green

King Solomon’s Mines
MODERN WISDOM FROM THE ANCIENT BOOK 

OF PROVERBS (PART 20)  
SHAMS AND SCAMS

An elderly widow walked into 
her local supermarket. There 
was nothing unusual about 

that – she shopped there often.  
However, this day would be a day like no other.   
As she slowly pushed her trolley down the aisle 

a well dressed man stepped out in front of her 
with a beaming smile and an outstretched hand. 

“Congratulations!  You are our winner!  You are our 
1000th shopper and because of that you have won 
R1000!” The little old lady was overjoyed. Yes, he 
said and if she would like to increase her winnings 
all she had to do was give him R14000 for admin 
fees and her prize would be raised to R100,000!   

What a blessing! The 70 year old grandmother 
didn’t want to miss out on such an amazing oppor-
tunity and blurted out, “I don’t have that much 
money on me but I can quickly go to my flat and 
get it for you.” 

“But that’s a lot of money – do you mind if I 
accompany you to your flat just to make sure 
nothing happens to you?”

She hesitated momentarily but then agreed - 
after all she was a Christian and God wouldn’t let 
anything happen to her. And anyway the man was 
very respectful and well-mannered. She liked that 
in a man.  

They returned to her flat only to find that she 
didn’t have enough money. “Why don’t we go to 
your bank and withdraw the money?” her new found 
friend offered. “I’ve got my car outside – it won’t 
take long.” She agreed. At the bank she drew out 
the money and handed it over to him. “Congratula-
tions!  Just give me a minute – let me go downstairs 
and fetch your cheque from my car.”  

I don’t have to tell you the rest of the story. 
But it’s a true story. The lady was my mother. 
We shake our heads in astonishment. How could 

she have been so gullible?  Yet, whenever I  share 
this story with others there is always someone who 
has a similar tale to tell.  

ALL SHAPES AND SIZES 

Most of us have received e-mails, SMS’s or phone 
calls informing us that we have won a competition 
and all that is required is our credit card information 
to validate our prize. But scams, swindles, tall tales 
and lies come in all shapes and sizes. As I write, 

a TV commercial 
offers a wonder 
diet that prom-
ises a flat stomach 
in a few days, a church 
pastor encourages his 
followers to eat grass to bring 
them closer to God and a group of Christians 
are getting ready for the second coming of Jesus 
Christ – again. Then there are the chain mails : “If 
you forward this e-mail to five people within five 
minutes your life will immediately be blessed with 
five rewards” or conversely: “If you don’t pass this 
e-mail on to ten people today you will suffer ten 
years of bad luck.” 

Why do people fall prey to so many of these 
shams and scams? How can we be more discerning? 
Solomon answers these questions in Proverbs 14:15 
when he says, 

“The gullible believe anything they’re told; the 
prudent sift and weigh every word” (Message).

Being gullible usually has to do with the way 
we approach specific situations and life in general. 
We can be too trusting. We can take people at face 
value and be easily impressed.  We can be so honest 
and therefore think everyone else is as honest as 
us. One translation puts Solomon’s words this way: 

“Don’t be stupid and believe all you hear; be smart 
and know where you are headed” (CEV). And then 
there are the Christians who believe that if they just 
have enough faith in God then everything will work 
out. Faith is wonderful but faith in the wrong person 
or thing can be disastrous. I recently saw a poster 
displayed outside a church: “Jesus came to take 
away our sins, not our minds.” Wise people are 
thinkers. Jesus said “Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, mind and strength” (Mark 12:30).  

TAKE TIME TO LOOK INTO A MATTER   

There are other factors: overconfidence in our 
ability to understand and discern and of course greed 
often plays a role. Sometimes gullible people also 
tend to rush into making decisions - “Next week will 
be too late and someone else will have what I could 
have had”-  and don’t consider the consequences. 

“The plans of hard-working people earn a profit, but 
those who act too quickly become poor” (Proverbs 
21:5 NCV). How many bad marriages begin with 
one of the individuals pressuring the other to get 
married more quickly than he or she wanted? 

Solomon’s solution to avoid being gullible 
is simple: Take the time to look into a matter 
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thoroughly before making a decision. Specifically 
this can be done by:

• Thinking things through before we act. Too 
many people trust sound bites rather than 
sound reasoning.

• Asking questions. And it’s not just about 
asking questions - dig deep until we under-
stand. 

• Asking for advice. “There is safety in having 
many advisers” (Proverbs 11:14 NLT). 

Important decisions are never easy. There are 
always serious aspects hidden beneath the surface 
that must be searched out and considered.  We 
need others to provide us with insight, expertise 
or practical help. (When you study and apply the 
book of Proverbs you are asking God to be your 
counsellor - and remember Jesus is your wisdom 
(1Corinthians 1:24)1. 

The bible has much to say about the importance 
of discernment. The apostle Paul wrote, “Don’t be 
gullible. Check out everything, and keep only what’s 
good. Throw out anything tainted with evil” (1Thes-
salonians 5:21 Message). Acts 17:11 tells us about 
a group of people who “examined the Scriptures 
every day to see if what Paul said was true.”  Solo-
mon’s solution to naivety in Proverbs 14:15 is one of 
the most simplistic but life transforming instructions 
in his writings. 

Memorize it. 
Internalise it. 
Live it. 
It will save you from a lot of heartache – and 

embarrassment.   F2F

1 See Face to Face page 22, Volume 3 Number 5, 2011. 

The popular term “generation gap” refers to the 
chasm separating a younger generation from an older 
generation and has probably always been there. One 
can almost hear Adam telling Eve, “These kids don’t 
know how good they have it. We only had a fig leaf for 
clothes, but they have the whole forest.”

There must have been some sort of gap, or why 
would the last verse in the Old Testament refer to 
fathers turning their hearts towards their children, 
and vice versa? (Malachi 4:6) Could it be that each 
generation has some things the other needs – espe-
cially in the Christian community?

Older people have a certain amount of wisdom 
because they’ve lived through many political philoso-
phies, economic depressions, reces-
sions, wars and rumors of wars. 
Most have experienced financial, 
health, family, and yea verily, even 
church problems, yet lived to tell 
the tale. They’ve seen children born 
and parents die. Sure they might tire 
more easily, be unable to do what 
they once did, and are reluctant to 
try new ideas, but that’s why they 
need the younger generation.

Younger people have greater 
mobility, endurance, and physical 
strength. To them everything is new 
and exciting. They have enthusiasm 
and think of possibilities, potential, and productivity. 
They aren’t afraid to ask the hard questions and won’t 
settle for evasive answers. They are the present and 
the future. Sure they need patience, tend to leap before 
they look, and lack wisdom that comes from experi-
ence, but that’s why they need the older generation.

1 Samuel 3 recounts a generational story. Old Eli 
was the high priest of Israel who took young Samuel 
into the temple to tutor him in the ways of God. One 

night God called to Samuel. But Samuel thought it 
was Eli, so he ran to him and said, “Here I am.” Eli 
told Samuel he wasn’t calling him and to go back to 
bed. When it happened a third time, Eli realized God 
was calling the boy. He told Samuel to go back and if 
it happened again to say, “Speak, for your servant is 
listening.” That’s what he did. Then God revealed to 
Samuel that Eli and his family would soon suffer. The 
next day Samuel was reluctant to tell Eli this news, 
but Eli insisted. To which Eli replied, “He is the Lord.”

Here is what I find interesting about this story. God 
spoke to Samuel, but Samuel had no idea it was God’s 
voice. He needed Eli who had experience with God and 
such matters to explain what was happening. It was 

Eli who knew it was God’s voice, not 
Samuel.

Eli and Samuel needed each other. 
Old Eli needed to pass the ministry 
cloak on to someone younger. Young 
Samuel needed Eli to teach him 
how to use the cloak and perhaps 
not make the same mistakes he had 
made

Christian generations need each 
other as well, so how can any gaps 
be bridged? A good start comes 
from valuing others above ourselves 
(Philippians 2:3). Value, respect and 
appreciate each other’s different 

styles, communication skills, preferences, approaches, 
and perspectives, and focus on the one major thing in 
common – Christ. If Christ is the overall focus, he will 
bridge the gap.  F2F

Reprinted with permission of Christian Odyssey

Barbara Dahlgren

BRIDGING THE GAP
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Listen to us on Radio:
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