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It’s 4am and I’m lying in a small tent on the 
banks of the mighty Zambezi River, listening to 
Africa slowly awakening. Not far away a hippo starts 
grunting and splashing, claiming his rights to his 
territory. A hyena whoops to his pack, announcing 
perhaps the discovery of some delicious morsel. The 
local cockerels start competing against one another 
to see who can crow loudest. In the campsite next 
to me a security guard’s walkie-talkie crackles, then 
a voice requests that a gate be opened to allow an 
early riser to leave. I lie and wonder at the incred-
ible variety of sounds, each with its own meaning 
and purpose.

Clear and precise communication is essential 
to convey vital information. I have this editorial to 
write and deadline to meet, hence my typing this 
message out to you using one thumb on a phone 
keypad. It gets me thinking about the most vital 
message ever conveyed, not motivated by necessity 
but purely by love. 

Adam had sinned and mankind had been living 
fallen lives for thousands of years. It was time. God 
wanted us to know of his love for us, even in our 
broken state. He didn’t send a message through a 
prophet as he had in times past. He didn’t paint 
it on the clouds using bold strokes of golden pink 

sunlight, though he could have. He decided to 
deliver it personally, although the cost was immeas-
urable. Casting aside the grandeur of heaven, God 
took on the form of a man, came down to our level 
so we could relate to him, and through both word 
and action declared his incredible love to us; that 
he loved us unconditionally even in our brokenness, 
and wanted an intimate relationship with each one 
of us.

And it is this message of love and hope that Face 
to Face continues to proclaim.

I don’t know where you will read this magazine 
or what state of mind you will be in. Perhaps you 
will be rejoicing over some blessing or in deep 
despair trying to cope with the many hardships that 
life throws our way. Of one thing be assured; God 
has already proved that he loves you more than you 
can even start to comprehend (John 3:16). For this 
is how God loved the world; he gave his unique Son 
so that everyone who believes in him might not be 
lost but have eternal life (ISV).

Happy reading!
In Christian love
Tim
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The Grace 
of Death and 

Suffering

As I write this, I am 
preparing to go to my 
uncle’s funeral. He had 

not been well for a while. 
As it  is said, there are two things that are certain 

in life, and those are death and taxes. I have lost 
many important people in my life, including my 
father many years ago. I still remember visiting him 
in hospital. He was in 
terrible pain. I could 
not bear looking at 
him suffering like 
that. It was the last 
time I would see him 
alive. I feel sad that 
I had no father to 
call or to spend time 
with on Father’s Day, 
but I thank God for 
the grace of death. 
Death is grace. It is 
God’s kindness and 
mercy to humans 
and all living things.

When Adam and 
Eve had sinned, God 
stopped them eating from the tree of life. Why? He 
wanted them to die. But, why did God want them 
to die? Because if they ate of the tree of life after 
they had sinned, they would live forever in a state of 
sin and disease. If they suffered from liver cirrhosis 
like my father did, they would suffer forever without 
relief. If they suffered from cancer, they would suffer 
forever with no hope. Cancer would not kill them. 
By grace, God introduced death so that we can 
escape the pain. Death was not a punishment for 

sin; it was a grace that would lead to life.

“But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so 
much, that even though we were dead because of 
our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from 
the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have 
been saved!) For he raised us from the dead along 
with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 
realms because we are united with Christ Jesus.” 
(Ephesians 2:4-6 NLT)

When Jesus came to die as a human, it was to 
free humans from 
the prison of death. 
By entering the 
grave, Jesus was 
joining all humans 
who have ever lived 
and died and those 
who would still die. 
However, his plan 
was to come out of 
the grave together 
with all humans. As 
Paul puts it, we have 
been raised with 
Christ when he was 
raised from the dead. 
(Colossians 3:1)

ANTIDOTE TO SIN

We are actually told that when sin and suffering 
increased in the world, God shortened the lifespan 
of humans. We are told in Genesis, “Then the Lord 
said, “My Spirit will not contend with humans forever, 
for they are mortal; their days will be a hundred 
and twenty years.” (Genesis 6:3 NIV).

Years later, Moses lamented the state of humans 
in a prayer recorded in the Psalms. He prayed, “All 
our days pass away under your wrath; we finish our 

Takalani Musekwa
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years with a moan. Our days may come to seventy 
years, or eighty, if our strength endures; yet the 
best of them are but trouble and sorrow, for they 
quickly pass, and we fly away” (Psalm 90:9, 10 NIV). 
Sin had increased even more, and the lifespan of 
humans had decreased from one hundred and 
twenty years we read about in Genesis to seventy 
years at the time of Moses.

Sin is like cancer. The only way to treat sin is to 
kill it. Death is the antidote to sin. It is for this reason 
that Jesus came to take our sins upon himself, and 
die a horrible death on the cross. He nailed our sins 
to that cross. He killed our sins on that cross. It is 
in his death that we find grace to live. The sting of 
death is no more, because Christ died, and then 
rose again. 

It is because Jesus died and rose again that we 
look forward to the resurrection of believers. When 
Christ returns, “‘He will wipe every tear from their 
eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away.” (Revela-
tion 21:4).For as in Adam all 
die, so in Christ all will be made 
alive”(1 Corinthians 15:22).

It is because of this hope that 
Paul tells the Thessalonians not 
to grieve like those without hope. 

“Brothers and sisters, we do not 
want you to be uninformed about 
those who sleep in death, so that 
you do not grieve like the rest of 
mankind,who have no hope. For 
we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again and so we believe that God will bring 
with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.” (1 
Thessalonians 4:13, 14).

RELIEF FROM PAIN

Whilst we cry for our loved ones who die because 
we will miss them, we do so with the hope that we 
will see them again. It is like saying farewell to a 
loved one going overseas for a long time. Death 
is not the end. Death is a grace that gives us relief 
from pain. When Jesus returns, there will be no 
more death, nor more pain, no more sorrow. It is 
okay to thank God for the grace of death when a 
loved one has died after a time of suffering.

Having said that, what about those who suffer 
for a long time before they die? Why are they not 
getting the grace of death? Has God forsaken them? 
Of course not! He will never leave us nor forsake us. 
Suffering is also a grace of God. Jesus, who is God, 
suffered the pain of being a limited, flesh and blood 
human for more than thirty years. The worst of this 
suffering was the beating he endured for almost 12 
hours, which ended in his crucifixion on the cross.

SHARING IN JESUS’ LIFE

What many Christians don’t know is that it 
is blessed to suffer. Suffering is a grace. It is in 
suffering that we share in Jesus’ life of suffering. “I 
am glad when I suffer for you in my body, for I am 
participating in the sufferings of Christ that continue 
for his body, the church” (Colossians 1:24 NLT).

Peter understood the role of suffering in the 
lives of Christians. “So then, since Christ suffered 
physical pain, you must arm yourselves with the 
same attitude he had, and be ready to suffer, too. 
For if you have suffered physically for Christ, you 
have finished with sin”(1 Peter 4:1 NLT).

Paul’s view of suffering was similar to Peter. Paul 
wants us to see suffering for what it is, a grace 
for which we must rejoice. “All praise to God, the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our merciful 
Father and the source of all comfort. He comforts 
us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. 

When they are troubled, we will 
be able to give them the same 
comfort God has given us. For 
the more we suffer for Christ, the 
more God will shower us with 
his comfort through Christ. Even 
when we are weighed down with 
troubles, it is for your comfort 
and salvation! For when we 
ourselves are comforted, we will 
certainly comfort you. Then you 
can patiently endure the same 
things we suffer. (2 Corinthians 
1:3-6 NLT)

However, it should be noted that not all suffering 
is a participation in the life of Christ. Peter reminds 
us that it is when we suffer unjustly that we share in 
Jesus’life who suffered unjustly.

“For it is commendable if someone bears up 
under the pain of unjust suffering because they are 
conscious of God. But how is it to your credit if you 
receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? 
But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, 
this is commendable before God. To this you were 
called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you 
an example, that you should follow in his steps.” (1 
Peter 2:19-21 NIV)

Whether in suffering or in death, we rejoice in 
the grace of God! Like Job, we know that when 
we suffer unjustly all kinds of diseases and calami-
ties, it is not because God has forsaken us, but it is 
because God is happy with us. May you be a comfort 
to others through the comfort you have received. It 
is in your suffering when you are pleading with God 
to take the suffering away, that God wants you to 
hear his comforting words: “My grace is sufficient 
for you”(2 Corinthians 12:9).  F2F

w w w. f a c e 2 f a c e . o r g . z a 5



“Your call is important to 
us,” says the voice from 
the call centre. Then you 

hear some canned music inter-
rupted by a few advertisements, 
and then urging you to hold until 
the next operator is available.

I don’t know how you feel when this happens, 
but I am always convinced the operators would be 
happy if I hung up. One less call to bother with. Is it 
any wonder we feel like we’re just part of the back-
ground – one of the crowd – objects on an assembly 
line going who knows where?

But is that how God sees us? Does he watch as 
each of his creations moves inexorably along the 
conveyer belt of life heading for a final destination 
which is known only to him? 

The Bible presents a very different picture. Far 
from being a disinterested observer, God is deeply 
concerned with our lives. Each of us is a unique 
creation – and he has a very special purpose for 
everyone.

 In Jeremiah 18, God calls himself the potter, 
and human beings the clay. If we consider how a 
potter works with clay, it’s easy to see the connec-
tion. He is shaping and moulding each of his zillions 

of special creations to fulfil a purpose in eternity. He 
plans each creation exactly as he desires, and even 
re-makes some of them by rolling the whole clay 
mass together and completely re-shaping it. The 
prophet Jeremiah had to go to the potter’s house 
to get a message from God. The pot the man was 
shaping was “marred in his hands,” so he formed it 
into something else. (Jeremiah 18:4). 

About three and a half thousand years ago, God 
planned to release his people Israel from slavery in 
Egypt. But in order to do this for his own glory, he 
hardened Pharaoh’s heart. No amount of miracu-
lous signs and wonders would change this man’s 
mind, and God knew it. Pharaoh was an instrument 
of dishonour. “I form the light and create darkness, 
I bring prosperity and create disaster. I the Lord do 
all these things (Isaiah 45:7) 

PERMANENT CHANGES 

As God calls us into his service, he moulds and 
shapes us to fit a particular role. The Apostle James 
assures us that the testing of our faith develops 
perseverance, and perseverance must complete 
its work so that we may be mature and complete 
(James 1:2, 3). An interesting parallel in the art of 
pottery is that at a certain stage it has to be fired in 
a kiln where it is heated to a high temperature to 
induce reactions that lead to permanent changes, 
including increasing the strength and hardening 
and setting the shape of the artefacts. 

ASSEMBLY LINE - OR UNIQUE DESIGN? - CONTINUED ON PG 8

Hilary Jacobs

ASSEMBLY LINE
or unique design? 

w w w. f a c e 2 f a c e . o r g . z a6



Tim Maguire

The wind is howling up on 
my roof as I huddle over the 
solar water heating panel, 

wondering  just what it’s going 
to take to get this leak fixed?

I’ve tried at least 10 different solutions; Solder 
didn’t work, nor did epoxy, silicone, bitumen, or 
Pratley’s putty, along with several other water-
proofing and sealing ideas.  It seems that stainless 
steel resists adhesion to almost all substances, espe-
cially when it’s going through continual expansion 
and contraction due to fluctuating temperatures. 
The thin squirt of water mocks me as I once again 
decide that some things are beyond our abilities 
and best left to the professionals.

 This continued struggle got me thinking of sin 
and my salvation.  I recalled the pressure I had 
previously felt when I had thought that my salvation 
was dependent on my own good works and efforts;  
I would try to be a better person, try to do what I 
thought God expected of me, yet always seemed to 
somehow fall short of the mark. So then I’d come 
up with another plan to try to overcome... and then 
fail once again! Whatever I tried was never enough.  

Finally I realised that I didn’t need to do it on my 
own. I had help.

Some of you may be living under that same 

pressure, trying to match up against the impossible; 
trying to be good enough to earn God’s love and 
your own way into His kingdom. 

The Apostle Paul understood this better than 
most: “There is no one righteous, not even one; 
there is no one who understands; there is no one 
who seeks God.   All have turned away, they have 
together become worthless; there is no one who 
does good, not even one.” (Romans 3:10-12).

DOES THIS MEAN THERE IS NO HOPE? 

In Genesis we read that we are made in God’s 
image, and yet are ungodly. We are not the way 
we were created to be. But even though we have 
messed ourselves up, God still considers us to be 
made in his image (Genesis 9:6).  That is why he 
was prepared to do whatever it would take to save 
us. 

SALVATION IS A RESCUE OPERATION, NOT 
A DIY SOLUTION

We were out of our depth, flailing helplessly, and 
needing to be rescued from our sin.

And God has done this—but he did it in a way 
that no human would have expected; The Son of 
God became a man, lived a perfect life, and then 
died on the cross at our own hands. And that, says 
God, is the salvation we need. What irony. We are 
rescued by a victim! 

SALVATION: 
NEVER A DIY PROJECT
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Our Creator took on our humanity so that he 
could die for us. But God raised him back to life, 
and through Jesus, he promises to resurrect us, too. 
In the death and resurrection of Jesus, humanity is 
represented and salvation made possible. Though 
he did not deserve death, he 
willingly died on our behalf, 
for our sins. Our old self died 
with him, and a new person is 
brought back to life with him 
(Romans 6:3-4). In one sacri-
fice, Jesus atoned “for the sins 
of the whole world” (1 John 
2:2). 

HOW THEN?

The question now raised is 
how are we to receive these 
gracious benefits of Christ’s 
sacrifice? The answer is simple: 
we participate in the plan 
through faith, which means putting our trust wholly 
in Christ. “For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can 
boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9 ). 

I can never boast that I fixed the leak in my solar 
water heating panel. It was eventually disconnected, 
but remains on my roof as a reminder that some 
things are just way beyond my ability. In the same 
way I can never boast about contributing towards  
my own salvation. I’m so glad that Jesus’ sacrifice 

was ‘once for all’ (Hebrews 7:27), and that it is fully 
sufficient without the need for me to add to it. 

ARE YOU TIRED OF TRYING TO DO IT ON 
YOUR OWN?

If you have reached the 
point of realisation that you 
can never get it all together, 
then take comfort from Christ’s 
words: 

 “Are you tired? Worn out? 
Burned out on religion? Come 
to me. Get away with me and 
you’ll recover your life. I’ll 
show you how to take a real 
rest. Walk with me and work 
with me—watch how I do it. 
Learn the unforced rhythms 
of grace. I won’t lay anything 
heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep 

company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and 
lightly.” (Matthew 11:28-30 The Message).

What a comfort to know that God has it covered, 
and the pressure is off you and me.  This enables us 
to enjoy our Christian walk, as well as look forward 
to a time when the image of God, once tarnished 
by sin, will be restored to an even better state than 
it was previously. And all this, accomplished by 
salvation, not through our own doing, but wholly  
through Christ.  F2F

The Apostle Peter was impulsive, perhaps even 
a little presumptuous. He jumped out of the boat 
without thinking and began to sink. His pride 
wouldn’t allow Jesus to wash his feet, but when he 
understood what it was all about, he wanted an 
entire body wash! Yet on the day of Pentecost he 
amazed everyone with his deep 
understanding of the salva-
tion offered to both Israel and 
Gentiles. Tradition has it that 
he was finally crucified upside 
down.

Paul’s Christian journey 
started with him hating and 
persecuting Christians. When 
God called him into service, it 
wasn’t with just an idea or a 
faint whisper, or even some 
inspired preaching. It was with 
a blinding flash of light from 
heaven and a voice telling him to pick himself up, 
go to Damascus and await instructions as to how 
he would serve Jesus. God had a ‘no nonsense’ 
way of dealing with Saul of Tarsus. The events that 
followed reveal how God worked in his life, all the 
while accompanied by amazing miracles as well 
as fiery trials. Paul was a totally transformed man 
when he finally gave his life for his Saviour. 

The way God works with us might also be 
compared to a work of art. When we stand close 
up to a beautiful painting, we cannot see the whole 
picture, but instead we see strokes of colour which 
don’t seem to have much relationship to what the 
picture is supposed to portray. As we move away, 

we gradually gain perspec-
tive. Those brush marks take 
on meaning and become an 
essential part of the artwork. 
As time passes we can more 
clearly see God’s hand in our 
lives. 

No, God is not in the busi-
ness of cloning billions of 
human beings and putting 
them all into little boxes. No 
two of us are exactly alike, and 
each of us has a special destiny. 
Our Creator is unlimited in 

his creativity, and it is all to his glory. He says the 
heavens (the entire universe) are his throne and 
the earth his footstool (Isaiah 66:1). 

How privileged we are to be part of such a 
wonderful plan.  F2F

ASSEMBLY LINE - OR UNIQUE DESIGN?  - CONTINUED FROM PG 6
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Praying 
for My 

Enemies

A few weeks ago during a 
winter storm, there was 
an automobile accident 

on the freeway entrance ramp 
that I use almost every day. 

A local man lost control of his car on the ice 
and slid into the guardrail. He wasn’t hurt, so he 
decided to call his wife to tell her about the accident 
and let her know he was fine. Then, while he was 
inspecting the damage to his car, another driver slid 
on the same ice and hit him — killing him at the 
scene. I learned about the accident from my son, 
who works with the son of the man who was killed.

While driving past the accident site a few days 
later, I started praying for my son’s friend and 
his family. Then it struck me to pray for the other 
driver. How was he feeling, knowing he had killed 
someone? As I drove, I prayed that God would give 
the man comfort, encouragement and peace.

As I was thinking about the angst this man must 
be suffering, my mind went back to another acci-
dent. This one happened 39 years ago. A drunken 
driver ran a red light and broadsided our car. Two 
of my sisters, one 8 and the other 3, were killed. I 
wondered how that driver felt today. I can’t imagine 
how he has lived with the guilt and pain these past 
39 years. But I’ve never even given a thought to him. 
So I did something I’ve never done before. I prayed 
for the man who killed my sisters. I asked God to 
relieve his pain and his guilt. I also asked God to 
give him peace and to heal him.

My prayer surprised me. Why did I think of this 
man after all these years? Why did I feel compelled 
to pray for him? Where were these thoughts coming 
from?

As I continued to drive and wonder, the sermon 
I had given the previous week came to mind. I was 
preaching from Luke 6 and had spent a few minutes 
on verses 27-28, which read, “But to you who are 
listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those 

who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray 
for those who mistreat you.” I realized I had just 
forgiven the man who killed my sisters, and I had 
prayed for my “enemy.”

SEEING OUR ENEMIES AS GOD’S CHILDREN

It was an unbelievably freeing moment. I had 
actually asked God to bless the man who had caused 
my family and me so much pain. What enabled me 
to do that? That’s when it really hit me. I was able 
to pray for him because for the first time, I saw this 
man through Christ’s eyes.

Jesus does not look at him as the man who drank 
too much and caused a deadly accident. Jesus sees 
a brother, a precious child of God, whose mistake 
had horrific consequences. This one mistake took 
two innocent lives and forever changed two fami-
lies — his and mine. But the mistake did not stop or 
change this man from being who he is and always 
will be — God’s beloved child. God never stopped 
loving him or wanting to have a personal relation-
ship with him.

I don’t know where this man is today. I have no 
idea whether he is a believer. All I know is that God 
inspired me to pray for him and I did. That prayer 
changed me.

Praying for our enemies frees us from a lot of 
emotional baggage and enables us to see others as 
God sees them. Further, it helps us place others in 
God’s hands and trust him to do his work in them 
just as he does his work in us. Our “enemies” are 
God’s children.

My prayer for the man who killed my sisters 
inspired me. I believe God was reminding me that 
in Christ, all my friends and all my “enemies” are 
forgiven, loved and included. Christ provides the 
restoration: I know that by his love and power I’ll 
see my sisters again. And he provides the healing 
and reconciliation: theirs, mine and that of the man 
who hit us.   F2F

Rick Shallenberger
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Bob Klynsmith

I will never forget those 
‘stopping moments’ 
when we observed our 

three children enter their 
journey into adulthood.  

They saw it as an exciting new adventure 
at the time, and were full of hope as they 
embarked on the road to fulfilling their dreams 
and aspirations.  

Yet, we also sensed their feelings of anxiety 
and insecurity when they encountered the 
bewildering pitfalls, disappointments and chal-
lenges of a world that could sometimes be very 
unkind and cruel.  So many difficult choices to 
make at such a young age and yes, we were 
always there to guide and advise.  However, 
we also knew in our heart of hearts it was 
time to let go and allow them to make their 
own decisions and mistakes if need be, even 
though the temptation to protect and hold on 
was ever present.

And then there are the generational differ-
ences; perceptions about life and living that 
spring up out of nowhere and catch us by 
surprise.  What do we do when they step away 
from the faith they once knew, or hold serious 
differences of opinion?  How do we engage 
with their dating partners or their spouses and 
what about the times we find ourselves a little 
worried about how they deal with their chil-
dren...our grand children?

A WHOLE NEW WORLD

My late wife, Debbie, and I soon realised 
that what had become a whole new world for 
our adult children had also become a whole 
new world of discovery for us.  The changing 
dynamics in our relationship with the boys, 
who had now become men, turned out to 
be an intriguing and rather scary period of 

Getting 
along with 
our Adult 
Children
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adjustment for us.   
I was recently paging through a book, at the art 

studio of a friend, when I came across these beauti-
fully written words entitled ‘Loving with an Open 
Hand’ by renowned author, poet and columnist 
Ruth Sanford in the 1978 Wantagh-Seaford 
Observer.  Although a little long I feel this is one 
of those instances when it is important to quote her 
captivating little column in full.   

Ruth Sanford writes: “This week as I talked with 
a friend I recalled a story which I heard this summer.

“A compassionate person, seeing a butterfly 
struggling to free itself from its cocoon, and wanting 
to help, very gently loosened the filaments to form 
an opening. The butterfly was freed, emerged from 
the cocoon, and fluttered about -- but could not fly. 
What the compassionate person did not know was 
that only through the birth struggle can the wings 
grow strong enough for flight. Its shortened life was 
spent on the ground; it never knew freedom, never 
really lived.

“I call it learning to love with an open hand. It is 
a learning which has come slowly to me and has 
been wrought in the fires of pain and in the waters 
of patience. I am learning that I must free one I love, 
for if I clutch or cling, try to control, I lose what I try 
to hold.

“If I try to change someone I love because I feel I 
know how that person should be, I rob him or her of 
a precious right, the right to take responsibility for 
one’s own life and choices and way of being. When-
ever I impose my wish or want or try to exert power 
over another, I rob him or her of the full realisation 
of growth and maturation; I limit and thwart by my 
act of possession, no matter how kind my intention.

“I can limit and injure by the kindest acts of 
protecting – and protection or concern over-
extended can say to the other person more 
eloquently than words, ‘You are unable to care for 
yourself; I must take care of you because you are 
mine. I am responsible for you’.

“As I learn and practise more and more, I can 
say to one I love, ‘I love you, I value you, I respect 
you and I trust that you have or can develop the 
strength to become all that it is possible for you to 
become — if I don’t get in your way. I love you so 
much that I can set you free to walk beside me in 
joy and sadness’.

“I will share your tears but I will not ask you not 
to cry. I will respond to your need, I will care and 
comfort you but I will not hold you up when you can 
walk alone. I will stand ready to be with you in your 
grief and loneliness but I will not take it away from 
you. I will strive to listen to your meaning as well as 
your words but I shall not always agree.

“Sometimes I will be angry and when I am, I will 
try to tell you openly so that I need not resent our 
differences or feel estranged. I cannot always be 
with you or hear what you say for there are times 
when I must listen to myself and care for myself, 
and when that happens I will be as honest with you 
as I can be. 

“I am learning to say this, whether it be in words 
or in my way of being with others and myself, to 
those I love and for whom I care. And this I call 
loving with an open hand.  I cannot always keep my 
hands off the cocoon, but I am getting better at it!”

NO NEED TO MANIPULATE

Ruth’s column is a delightful personification 
of unconditional love, which in some ways is a 
portrayal of the way in which the Holy Spirit leads us. 
The Holy Spirit is our strength and comfort leading 
and strengthening us as we walk on our journey 
through life, in the good times and bad.  However, 
he does not try to coerce or control us.  If he did 
then we would no longer be free moral agents.  

Thus, the inspirational work of the Holy Spirit 
in our lives becomes a role model of how we can 
love one another, with an open hand, especially our 
adult children.  

To simply be there for the ones we love, giving 
comfort and strength without feeling we need to 
manipulate them to our way of doing things or what 
we feel is best for them. In a sense we take away 
from their gift of choice when we try to force them 
into doing what we believe is best for them; and yes 
it might very well be the right thing for them; and yes 
it does hurt when we see them suffering.  However, 
let’s also not forget; what we think is best for them 
may not necessarily always be best for them.  

The apostle Paul gives parents a word of wisdom 
in Colossians 3:21: “Parents, do not embitter your 
children or they will become discouraged.” 

FREEDOM OF CHOICE – THE CRUCIBLE OF 
CHARACTER

This does not mean we hold back from expressing 
our own thoughts and opinions regarding the 
circumstances that affect our children.  The manner 
in which we do it is key.  Nevertheless, the deci-
sion on the way forward still lies with them.  Giving 
them the time and emotional space to process it 
all and as free moral agents take responsibility for 
their own lives.  In essence, freedom of choice is the 
crucible in which character is deepened and one’s 
true potential unfolds.   

Ironically, allowing our adult children to experi-
ence this kind of freedom will in all likelihood bring 
them closer to us and in so doing create a far better 
climate for them to feel relaxed about seeking our 
advice...with no strings attached.    

It is about enjoying and appreciating our adult 
children for who they are, warts and all, without 
feeling that we have to change them.  The ball is 
in their court on how they take their lives forward. 
My youngest son, Matthew, who is 23 years of age, 
spontaneously responded with the following words 
after reading the article: 

“If you love the butterfly set it free and let it fly.”    
F2F
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Judith Raymont

I’m sure many of you know 
the story in Genesis 19 of 
Lot’s wife. But what was it 

that made her look back and 
turn into a pillar of salt?

Did she glance over her shoulder towards her 
beautiful house and lovely possessions now being 
destroyed by the burning sulphur which had begun 
to rain down on the city?

Or was it the thought of losing her dear friends 
who had not heeded God’s warning that he 
would destroy the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah? 
Perhaps it was the loss of her role in society giving 
her life purpose and meaning – a respected wife, a 
generous benefactor, an educator of others, a wise 
counsellor?

We are not told the reason, and we can only 
guess. But whatever it was, according to the Bible 
story it cost her her life. She hesitated and was 
turned into a pillar of salt.

The last two years have caused me to hesitate 
too. This period in my life has included some mile-
stone events. A watershed birthday – in fact, turning 
sixty! – retirement and loss of my role as a teacher. 
Also, a drive each week to help care for my mother 
who still lives in the old family home where I spent 
my turbulent and angst-ridden teenage years. 

Discovering my birth family, (I am adopted); and 
reconnecting with some old friends – one of whom 
got in touch with me after forty years. 

It seems that sixty is a watershed birthday for 
many and inspires the urge to reconnect with lost 
acquaintances. For me this has included, among 
others, two old boyfriends. (I flatter myself – in fact 
they were boys I had a crush on at different times. 
Now they are husbands, fathers and grandfathers, 
getting on in years, with and without hair!) Good-
ness that’s a minefield of memories!

Each event has been a reminder of the passing 
years. It has been all too easy to get entangled in 
the world of missed opportunities, crossed wires, 
broken dreams, fading looks and unfulfilled ambi-
tions. Poor Lot’s wife! I can’t help but feel a little 
sorry for her.

So what is our response to be?
It’s hard when we live in a world that has a 

skewed understanding of the passing of time. As 
women we are encouraged to stop the clock, to 
hold back the passage of time so it doesn’t show.

But alongside this is the general encouragement 
from the media to look back. There seems to be 
a current obsession with genealogy, as well as the 
desire to reconnect with old friends through social 
network sites. But it can be dangerous territory and 
can open a Pandora’s Box of revelations which then 

LOOKING BACK

LOOKING BACK - CONTINUED ON PG 14
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Talking to 
a wall?

One day a reporter heard a 
story about an old Jewish 
man who had been going 

to the Western Wall to pray, twice a 
day, every day, for a long, long time. 
So the reporter and a team went 
to check it out and there he was!

They watched the man pray, and after about 45 
minutes when he turned to leave, they approached 
him for an interview.

“I’m reporting for CNN. Sir, how long have you 
been coming to the Wall and praying?”

“For about 60 years.”

“60 years! That’s 
amazing! What do you 
pray for?”

“I pray for peace 
between the Christians, 
Jews and the Muslims. I 
pray for all the hatred to 
stop and I pray for all our 
children to grow up in 
safety and friendship.”

“How do you feel after 
doing this for 60 years?”

“Like I’m talking to a 
wall.”

His response often 
brings a chuckle, but 
it can also make one 
think. The hopelessness of the old man’s prayer 
should not be misinterpreted. What he prays for 
will become a reality–not in his time, but in God’s 
perfect time. This illustration brings to mind what 
Israel must have thought as Jeremiah was sharing 
God’s words with them. They had been taken into 
captivity and were praying for God to release them 
so they could return home. In Jeremiah 29:5-6 we 
find the prophet telling the captives to “Build houses 
and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they 

produce. Marry and have sons and daughters; 
find wives for your sons and give your daughters 
in marriage, so that they too may have sons and 
daughters.” Then Jeremiah writes, “This is what 
the Lord says: ‘When seventy years are completed 
for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my good 
promise to bring you back to this place. For I know 
the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans 
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future’” (verses 10-11).

God may not answer our prayers in our time, 
but this is not a reason to stop praying. Rather, we 
can learn some insights about prayer from the very 
words used in the Old Testament. For example, the 
Hebrew word for prayer is tefillah. The word from 
which tefillah is derived is l’hitpalel which means 

“to judge oneself.” It 
is interesting that the 
nature of prayer is 
meant to be introspec-
tive. When we pray in 
such a way, we open 
ourselves up to reflect 
on God’s ways and how 
he has been working 
in our lives. Prayer 
is supposed to help 
increase our alertness 
and appreciation for 
what God is doing with 
us. If you only pray 
when you feel inspired 
(that is, when you are 
already aware of God), 
you may not increase 

your awareness of God.

We all recognize there are different kinds of 
prayers, such as prayers of petition, prayers of 
thanksgiving, prayers of confession and prayers of 
blessing. The Jews refer to a berakhah (blessing) as 
a special kind of prayer. Even if Hebrew is a totally 
foreign language to you, this kind of prayer is easy 
to spot because each thought starts with the word 
barukh (blessed or praised). Barukh is not a verb 

Joseph Tkach
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must be processed and dealt with – as I have found 
out.

JUST A HISTORY BOOK?

But don’t we also need to look back? Surely 
nobody can object to the custom of showing grati-
tude for the lives of loved ones no longer here but 
remembered in photographs displayed at home, or 
celebrating special events annually? Or, in fact, any 
other way that history is recorded: nationally, locally 
or personally. Surely it can’t be wrong, can it? After 
all, the Israelites carried the bones of their ances-
tors with them to the Promised Land. And isn’t the 
Bible itself one long history book?

But wait. It’s more than a history book. It is 
also the living, breathing word of a loving God 
who cares about our past, present and future. We 
must be able to learn from its pages how we are 
to respond to the events of the past – the events 
that have formed and shaped us and have left their 
mark on our lives – for better or worse.

Although sometimes we wish we could rewrite 
history, we cannot undo the past, but surely we can 
learn from it.

Was that the mistake of Lot’s un-named wife? 
She clung on too tightly to her past and missed out 
on the future God had prepared for her? Perhaps 
she couldn’t trust that there was a future to look 
forward to, away from the security of the life she 
had come to know.

I have been in danger, at times, over the past 
two years, of turning into a pillar of salt just like 

Lot’s wife. I have felt myself drowning in a sea of 
painful memories and questions about my origins. 
I have been near to despair at times. Through it all, 
there have been good and faithful friends, willing to 
come alongside me in companionship and prayer. I 
also have a wonderful family who love me as I am, 
warts and all. It is far more than I deserve.

Then, I remind myself, God loves me. He made 
me, he knit me together in my mother’s womb, he 
had a place prepared for me on this earth and has 
work, beyond retirement, for me to do. He knew 
all about the painful times and in his hands, these 
events can be redeemed and used for good.

In Isaiah 43: 18-19 we read: “But the Lord says, 
“Do not cling to events of the past or dwell on what 
happened long ago. Watch for the new thing I am 
going to do. It is happening already – you can see it 
now! I will make a road through the wilderness and 
give you streams of water there “(Good News Bible, 
emphasis mine).

Jesus calls us to be a different kind of ‘salt and 
light’ in the world (Matthew 5: 13-16).

So let us be encouraged by these words to know 
that, if we are willing to keep moving with God, our 
tendency to stagnate, to petrify into pillars of salt 
can be transformed into something creative, some-
thing wonderful and life-giving instead.  F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Plain Truth UK

LOOKING BACK  - CONTINUED FROM PG 12

describing how we bless God; rather it is an adjec-
tive describing God as the source of all blessings. 
In other words, it is an expres-
sion of wonderment about how 
magnificently good God is. In 
English we might start a prayer 
with something like, “Blessed are 
you, Lord, King of all creation.”

When we openly attribute 
to God being the source of our 
blessings, we acknowledge who 
God is and who he is in relation 
to us. He is the Lord of all and 
the King of all creation; you and 
I are part of his creation. We are 
blessed because of who he is 
and who we are in that relationship!

So even if we’ve been praying at the Western 
Wall for 60 years or we are praying for relief 
from something that is holding us captive, we can 
acknowledge our trust in God who does work all 

things out wisely according to his plan and his 
purpose.

When I look back over the 
past few years, I confess things 
haven’t always gone the way I 
wanted them to go. But I praise 
God with prayers of blessings 
that he is always faithful. He’s 
opened doors I would not have 
imagined opened; he’s brought 
churches and people to join with 
us that I could not have dreamed 
possible, and he is moving us 
forward in ways that are beyond 
my ability to plan. My prayer for 
2014 is that even though we 

may not get what we want, we praise God that his 
plan will be accomplished – and even more that his 
plan will work out for eternity.   F2F
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Don’t Understand 
The Bible?

Keith Hartrick

“All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in right-
eousness, so that the servant 
of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.” 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV) 

If you don’t understand the Bible, you are not 
alone.  Yet it’s interesting that the Bible remains a 
best seller around the world. It has been translated 
into most of the world’s languages and you will find 
a copy in most hotel bedrooms. It is the world’s 
most read and unread book. Many people will have 
a copy at home which they never open. While some 
people find it a puzzle, others like to read from it 
every day and say they live their lives by it. 

It’s understandable that some people can find it 
a difficult book to read. It can seem as if it’s written 
in a foreign language.  Where do you start, in 
Genesis or Matthew? Are some books more impor-
tant than others? Do you have to know the Bible to 
be a Christian? Most important-  what has it got to 
do with life today? 

While reading the Bible is a help, without some 
guidance it can seem like you’ve been given a tele-
phone directory, and told to find a person’s number 
but without being given their name—an impossible 
task. 

Yet in essence the Bible is a simple book. It’s the 
story of the relationship between God and humanity. 
It starts with God working with a handful of indi-
viduals, and then God works with an entire nation, 
Israel. The nation is given favoured status with God 
and a set of laws, which include the Ten Command-
ments, called the Old Covenant. But Israel can’t 
keep those laws, and rejects and rebels against 
God. As a result of humanities’ sins, God comes to 
earth in the person of Jesus Christ, who keeps the 
Old Covenant laws perfectly, calls his disciples, is 

then crucified, dies, is resurrected, and returns to sit 
at the right hand of God. 

Christ’s death has brought the Old Covenant to 
an end and ushered in the New Covenant. Once 
again God works with not just one nation, but indi-
viduals of all races and backgrounds, to bring them 
salvation and eternal life, by faith, through Christ. 

As Christians we become disciples of Christ 
and seek to express our faith by loving God and 
loving our neighbour, whoever he or she may be. 
The Bible leads us to understand that God is love, 
despite some of the awful things that are done in 
his name, and that it is his will to bring the vast 
majority of humanity to salvation. But we have free 
will and have to choose Gods way of life voluntarily. 
Because many don’t, we see the sad results in our 
society today. 

The Bible shows us that there will come a time 
when Christ will return in power as King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords, and will put humanity back on 
track. 

So you might say, is all that in the Bible? How do 
I find out?  A good start is to read the Bible itself. But 
an even better one is to find and attend a church 
where the Bible is explained. In Grace Communion 
we have a respect for the Bible and we teach from it 
each week. While we would never claim we have a 
perfect understanding of it, or claim to be the only 
church that teaches it, we believe we can give you 
a good understanding of it in a relaxed and friendly 
atmosphere. With a little guidance you will find that 
the Bible is God’s revelation to humanity, it’s how 
we come to understand God now and come to be 
filled with genuine hope for our future. 

Prayer
Father, help all those who want to under-

stand your word, the Bible. Give them under-
standing, encouragement and guide them to a 
church that teaches your word with love.

Amen   F2F

 

Reprinted with kind permission of daybyday.org.uk
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God’s Relationship 
With His People 

in The Psalms
 
Michael Morrison

Although a few of the 
psalms survey the history 
of God’s people, most 

of the psalms describe an indi-
vidual’s relationship with God.

We might think a Psalm was just for the 
particular person who wrote it, and not necessarily 
a promise for anyone else. However, these poems 
were included in the song-book of ancient Israel to 
invite us to participate in the relationship that was 
described in these songs. They indicate that God’s 
relationship was not just with the nation as a whole, 
but also with individuals in that nation. Everyone 
could take part.

COMPLAINING, NOT EXPLAINING

The relationship, however, was not always as 
smooth as we might like. The most common type of 
psalm was the lament—almost a third of the psalms 
bring some sort of complaint to God. The singers 
described a problem, and asked God to solve it. 
The psalm was often exaggerated, full of emotion. 
Psalm 13 is an example:

“How long, Lord? Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face from me?
How long must I wrestle with my thoughts
and day after day have sorrow in my heart?
How long will my enemy triumph over me?”
People knew the tune because it was sung 

frequently. Even those who were not personally 
distressed were invited to join the lament, perhaps 
as a reminder that some of God’s people were in 
distress. They looked to him for intervention, but 
they did not know when it would come.

This still describes our relationship with God 
today. Although God has acted decisively in Jesus 

Christ to defeat our worst enemies (sin and death), 
he does not always take care of our physical prob-
lems as quickly as we might like. The songs of 
lament remind us that we may experience difficul-
ties for a long time, and yet we continue to look to 
God to resolve the problem.

Some psalms even accuse God of being asleep:
“Awake, and rise to my defence!
Contend for me, my God and Lord.
Vindicate me in your righteousness, Lord my    

    God;
do not let them gloat over me.
Do not let them think, “Aha, just what we wanted!”
or say, “We have swallowed him up.” (Psalm  

     35:22-25)
The singers did not really imagine that God 

was asleep at the bench of justice. These words 
are not intended to be an objective explanation of 
reality. Rather, they are descriptions of the person’s 
emotions—in this case, frustrations. The national 
songbook invited people to learn this song, to 
express the depth of the feelings. Even if they did 
not currently face enemies like this, the day might 
come when they would. And so the song cries out 
for God to take vengeance:

“May all who gloat over my distress
be put to shame and confusion;
may all who exalt themselves over me
be clothed with shame and disgrace.” (Verses  

     26-27)
In some cases, the words are “over the top”— 

     way beyond what we’d expect to hear in church:
“May their eyes be darkened so they cannot see,
and their backs be bent forever….
May they be blotted out of the book of life
and not be listed with the righteous. (Psalm  

     69:23, 28)
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Happy is the one who seizes your infants
and dashes them against the rocks.” (Psalm    

    137:9)
Did the singers mean these words to be taken 

literally? Perhaps some did. But there is a more 
gracious way:

We “should understand their extreme language 
as hyperbole—emotional exaggerations by which 
the psalmist…wants God to know how strongly he 
feels about the matter” 
(William Klein, Craig 
Blomberg, and Robert 
Hubbard, Introduction 
to Biblical Interpretation, 
285).

The psalms are full of 
emotive language. In our 
relationship with God, 
we are encouraged to 
acknowledge the depth 
of our feelings, and to 
give the matter into God’s 
hands.

GIVING THANKS

Some of the songs of 
lament end with promises  
     of praise:

“I will thank the Lord because he is just;
I will sing praise to the name of the Lord Most  

     High.” (Psalm 7:17)
It might sound like the person is bargaining with 

God: If you help me out, then I will praise you. But 
in reality, the person is already praising God. The 
request for help is an implied statement that God is 
able to do what he is asked. The people are already 
looking to him for the intervention they need. They 
expect to return to the place of worship on the next 
festival and sing songs of thanksgiving. They know 
those tunes, too.

Even those who are grieving are invited to learn 
the psalms of thanksgiving and praise, because 
there will come times in their life when these songs 
express their emotions as well. We are invited to 
praise God even when we are personally in pain, 
because other members of the community are in 
times of joy.

Our relationship with God is not just about 
us—it’s about us being participants in the people 
of God. When one person rejoices, we all rejoice, 
and when one is suffering, we all suffer. The psalms 
of lament and the psalms of rejoicing are equally 
appropriate for us. Even when we have many bless-
ings ourselves, we lament that many Christians 
are being persecuted for their faith. And they sing 
psalms of joy, too, confident that they will see better 
days ahead.

Psalm 18 is an example of thanksgiving after 
God has provided a rescue. The superscription 
explains that David sang this “on the day the Lord 

rescued him from all his enemies”:
“I called to the Lord, who is worthy of praise,
and I have been saved from my enemies.
The cords of death entangled me;
the torrents of destruction overwhelmed me….
In my distress I called to the Lord….
The earth trembled and quaked,
and the foundations of the mountains shook….

Smoke rose from his 
nostrils;

consuming fire came 
from his mouth,

burning coals blazed 
out of it.” (Psalm 18:3-8)

Here David is using 
exaggerated language 
to make a point. When-
ever we are saved from 
our distress—no matter 
whether our enemies 
are invaders, neighbors, 
animals, or drought—we 
praise God for whatever 
he does to help us.

PRAISE SONGS

The shortest psalm illustrates the basic outline of  
     a hymn: a call to praise, followed by a reason:

“Praise the Lord, all you nations;
extol him, all you peoples.
For great is his love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.
Praise the Lord [Hallelu Yah].” (Psalm 117:1-2)
God’s people are invited to incorporate these 

emotions as part of their relationship with God: 
feelings of awe, admiration, and safety. Do God’s 
people always have these feelings of safety? No, 
the songs of lament are a reminder that we do not.

One interesting thing about the book of Psalms 
is that all these different types of psalms are mixed 
together. Praise and thanksgiving and lament are 
all intertwined, reflecting the fact that God’s people 
experience all of these and God is with us wherever 
we go.

A few of the psalms concern the kings of Judah, 
and may have been sung every year at a public 
pageant. Some of these we now apply to the 
Messiah as all the psalms find their fulfillment in 
Jesus. As a human, he experienced our sorrows, our 
fears, our feelings of abandonment, as well as our 
faith and praise and joy. We praise him as our King, 
as the one God uses to bring salvation to us.

The psalms invite our imagination, and our 
participation as the people of God.  F2F
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Mission/Purpose

People who have a purpose 
in life live healthier and 
longer lives, concluded 

neuropsychologist, Patricia Boyle. 
Dr. Boyle was quoted in a Wall Street Journal 

article by Diane Cole entitled “Why You Need to Find 
a Mission” (January 14, 2013). Having a purpose, 
Boyle pointed out, slows cognitive decline. When 
asked to define purpose 
in life, Boyle replied, 

“It’s the sense that 
your life has meaning. 
You’re engaged in 
things that you think 
are important on a 
broader level, beyond 
just yourself.” She 
goes on to say, “Being 
purposeful is not some-
thing that just happens 
without your being 
active and intentional.” 
I found this article 
thought- provoking, 
especially from a Chris-
tian perspective.

To be honest, I’m not 
big on “missions” and 

“mission statements.” To 
me the word “mission” 
sounds task-oriented. 
Being a bit lazy, I tend to 
shy away from anything 
remotely resembling 
more work I might have to do. But I do like the word 

“purpose.” To me purpose indicates my life makes 
a difference and reminds me what I do every day 
matters to God and those around me.

I’ll never be a Mother Teresa, and you’ll never 
be a Dr. Albert Schweitzer or a Billy Graham. But I 
suggest that’s not what God specifically called you 
or me to do. Maybe God called us to live ordinary 
lives intentionally trying to do what he would have 
us do in any given circumstance.

While I admire great mission leaders who do 
extraordinary things, I think God is just as pleased 

with the Christ-centered grandmother who raises 
her grandchildren with godly principles because her 
drugged-out daughter is in jail. The aged spouse 
who cheerfully cares for a mate with Alzheimer’s 
touches my heart. The policeman with a devotional 
in his pocket who puts himself in harm’s way to 
protect others paints a picture of what Christianity 
is about.

I think about the soldier who fights for my freedom 
counseling with a chaplain  and praise God that 

the chaplain is there. The 
housebound prayer warrior 
who sends out cards and 
letters of encouragement is 
on mission with God. The 
single mother grocery clerk, 
working two jobs to keep 
her family fed, who smiles 
at me and tells me to have 
a blessed day is on mission. 
The dedicated teacher, 
trying to teach morality to 
her students in spite of low 
pay, overcrowded class-
rooms, and under-funded 
programs has God’s heart 
and understands her 
mission.

Mission is done by 
ordinary people who rely 
on our extraordinary God; 
people who see their 
purpose as simply trying 
to live a Christian life. By 
living in mission, they bring 
glory to God and positively 

affect those around them.
For some of us I believe our mission—our 

purpose in life—is as simple as sharing the love of 
God by how we live our lives. We are God’s work-
manship, created to live our lives according to his 
will (Ephesians 2:10). If we stay God-centered, he 
will give our lives meaning, keep us focused and 
motivated—and provide the strength that can keep 
us going (Philippians 4:13).    F2F

Reprinted with kind permission of Christian Odyssey.

Barbara Dahlgren
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AW Tozer said, “What comes 
into our minds when we 
think about God is the 

most important thing about us” 
(The Knowledge of the Holy). 

People think a lot of things about God, many not 
necessarily accurate. If what Tozer said is true and if 
what we think about God is wrong, the most impor-
tant thing about us is in error. Fundamental errors 
about him can cause us to live out of fear and guilt 
and cause others to make mistakes in their thinking 
about God as well.

What we believe about prayer says a lot about 
who we think God is. If you believe prayer is how 
to get things from God, your view of him is reduced 
to a cosmic vending machine. If you make deals 
with him, God becomes a wheeler-dealer, open 
to bargains and ultimately, the one who can crush 
you if you renege. If you see prayer as an act of 
appeasement, God is petty and arbitrary and must 
be satisfied with your offering before he will act in 
your favor. All of these views bring God down to our 
level and reduce him to someone who thinks and 
acts like us—a god made in our own image.

One belief about prayer goes something like this: 
when we pray (some insert correctly), we release 
God’s power into our lives and even into the world. 
Apparently, we hold God back or block him from 
doing things if we don’t pray properly or if some 
sin is getting in the way. Not only does this paint 
a strange picture of a God in shackles, or as one 
restrained by more powerful forces, it puts a huge 

burden on us. We are then responsible if the person 
we prayed for isn’t healed; it’s our fault someone 
got in a car accident; we can blame ourselves if we 
don’t get the results we desire. And all of this puts 
the focus on you and me, not on God, and makes 
prayer a self-serving endeavor.

The Bible does talk about hindered prayers in the 
context of marriage (1 Peter 3:7), not as a reflection 
on God but on us. As the New Life Version puts it, 
we’ll “find it hard to pray” (because of our attitude 
and negative feelings). God isn’t waiting for us to 
say the right prayers so he can release his power. 
He isn’t the dad who withholds good things from his 
children unless or until they say the “magic word,” 
much as a human father waits for his child to say 
please or thank you. God loves to hear our prayers, 
and he hears and interacts with each and every one, 
whether we get the answer we want or not. 

As we grow in grace and knowledge of God, our 
view of him will grow too. As we’re learning more 
about him, we need to be careful about taking 
everything we hear from others at face value; rather, 
we should hold statements such as “releasing 
God’s power” up to the light of Scripture and what 
respected theologians have said. We also need to 
be aware of how subtle misconceptions about God 
are inserted into popular and Christian culture and 
how they masquerade as facts about who he is.

In short, God loves to hear our prayers and isn’t 
bothered by our not using the right words.  He has 
given us the gift of prayer as the beautiful inter-
action we can enjoy with him through Jesus in the 
Spirit.  F2F

Tammy Tkach

Releasing God’s 
Power Through Prayer?
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Where is God’s true 
church today?

When Jesus was on earth he 
assured his disciples that 
he would build his church 

on a solid foundation and that it 
would never die (Matthew 16:18).  

The church Jesus established grew quickly and 
within a few years had spread far and wide. Initially 
people who followed Jesus were known as those 
that followed ‘The Way.’ It was at Antioch that they 
were first called Christians (Acts 11:16).

Today, nearly two thousand years later, there 
are many seekers and Christians who ask where is 
God’s true church today? This is a valid question. 
There are hundreds if not a few thousand Christian 
denominations around the world today. This can be 
confusing and disheartening for a person who is 
seeking to join God’s church (the one Jesus started 
on a solid rock). It is no wonder that some people 
have spent years searching and moving from one 
church denomination to another. 

What often makes matters worse is that many 
churches will quite openly preach and promote 
that they are the true church of God. That they 
have some special truth no other has. The sad 
reality is that in many developed, western countries 
the Christian population is not growing. Christian 
churches in these countries that are growing are 
often doing so at the expense of other churches. In 
other words, people will leave one church and join 

another, while less and less new, true converts enter. 
Be that as it may, the question still remains as to 

where is God’s true church today? Added to this is 
why are there so many denominations? Can they all 
be true churches of God?

TWO OR THREE GATHERED TOGETHER

Some of the answer is possibly in that our 
perceptions might not be totally accurate. Jesus 
said that he would build his church (singular). But 
does this mean that there is therefore only one 
(singular) church in terms of denominations? This 
is often how we tend to think of the church, as an 
organisation that has formal structures, including 
buildings. However, Jesus said that where two or 
three come together in his name, there he will be 
with them (Matthew18:20). In other words, wher-
ever or whenever just a few people come together 
in the name of Jesus, to worship, pray or have a 
Bible study he will also be there among them. Is that 
not a church? And if Jesus is there, then it must be 
part of his church, not so?

The scriptures talk about the body of Christ and 
if we are Christians in Christ then we are members 
of this body. Normally we tend to think of the body 
(singular) as a specific church denomination (usually 
the one we are a part of). Jesus Christ is of course 
the head, but we might view the mouth as the pastor 
and the hand as the deacon and so on, because 
each part of the body has its purpose and abilities 
that the other does not. There is nothing wrong 
with this view, but could it not also be that different 

Johannes Maree
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denominations might be different ‘body parts’ of the 
same body of Christ? What I have come to see over 
the years is that different churches definitely have 
different abilities and spiritual gifts. Some churches 
have the ability and passion to do mission work, 
while others have the gift of producing life-changing 
TV programmes. The church I am a member of has 
always had the ability (or spiritual gift) to publish 
high quality, thought provoking magazines and to 
be passionate students of the Bible. 

WORSHIPPING DIFFERENTLY

Another possibility is that we as people and 
cultures are very different and tend to want to 
express our praise and worship differently. For 
example, some Christians prefer more formal 
church services and dress, while others prefer 
T-shirts and jeans and enjoying dancing and clap-
ping when singing praises to God. Who is to say 
which is right or wrong? Possibly Jesus, in his great 
wisdom, has allowed us as humans to express our 
worship of him in a variety of ways. The hand is not 
the foot, neither can it be.

Some of the answer is that there are a lot of 
different denominations and actual church groups 
that are part of the true church of God. A story 
in the life of the prophet Elijah supports this idea. 
When Elijah fled from Queen Jezebel and hid in 
a cave, God appeared to him. Elijah says to God 
that he alone is the only true surviving follower of 
God (1 Kings 19:14). Not so, replies God in verse 
18, I have seven thousand true followers spread 
throughout Israel that you don’t even know about. 
These were true followers of God (today we might 
call them Christians) yet they definitely did not 
attend the same church Elijah did.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR

However, it is also safe to say that not every 
church or evangelist out there is a part of God’s 
church. So what should we look out for? First 
and foremost the church’s central focus must be 
Jesus Christ. They should teach and nurture their 
members. The teachings must be 100% Bible based 
and supported. They must confirm that Jesus Christ 
was fully God and fully human, that he died for our 
sins and rose again that we may have life eternally. 
The early church, within the first few hundred years 
after Jesus, before there were so many denomina-
tions or even Protestants and Catholics, confirmed 
many of the central teachings. These can be found 
in what is known as the Nicene Creed, written 
AD325. A church that is truly a follower of Christ 
(Christian) will confirm and uphold these dogmas. 

The entire Bible and its authors continually point 
us to Jesus. To me an acid test is therefore to whom 
is the preacher or church pointing us? I have seen 
TV evangelists who seem to want to bring more 
glory to themselves than to Jesus. Also be wary of 
denominations that talk, but never seem to quote 
or preach from the Bible. Also be wary of those that 
preach a ‘health and wealth’ gospel. The gospel 

(good news) is that we are saved by grace only, and 
that not of ourselves but it is a gift from God the 
Father, through the death and resurrection of Jesus 
the Christ (Ephesians 2:8-10). The gospel is not that 
if you are good and give the church some money 
then Jesus will keep you healthy and give you a 
brand new sports car.

CHRISTIANS SHOULD WANT TO GROW

Firstly, pray and study your Bible. Ask God to lead 
you to a church congregation where you can learn 
more about Jesus and where you can serve him. 
What use is the nose to the body if it is not active 
and doing what it was made to do?  Talk to other 
Christians and never be afraid to ask difficult ques-
tions and expect Bible-based answers. Don’t simply 
look for a church that agrees with your philosophy 
or ideas. Look for a church where you can learn 
and develop a deeper, meaningful relationship with 
Jesus. As Christians we should want to grow. Even if 
it’s difficult or painful to change, we should not look 
for a comfortable seat in which to relax. Be mindful 
that any church is filled with imperfect humans that 
are going to let you down or hurt you at some stage, 
just in the same way you probably will. That should 
not be the signal to up and leave, or else you will be 
church hopping for the rest of your life. 

One of my favourite stories is about a person 
who was the soul survivor of a shipwreck and for 
some time lived alone on a small desert island, in 
the middle of the sea somewhere. One day a ship 
came past and rescued the survivor. As they sailed 
away the captain and this person were leaning on 
the ship’s rail looking at the small island slowly 
becoming more distant. “Were you not the only 
person on the island?” asked the captain. “Yes”, 
came the reply. “Then why are there three little huts 
on the island?” asked the captain further. “Well, 
the one on the left was my house. The one on the 
right was the church I attended. And the one in the 
middle was the church I used to attend until I had a 
disagreement with them and left.” Although not a 
true story, it is all too true.

So, where is God’s true church today? It is every-
where. It is in large weekly gatherings in beautiful 
buildings, it is in your neighbour’s house every 
Wednesday night when two or three friends gather 
to worship Jesus in prayer and Bible Study. It is in 
the body of Christ, it is being in Christ. It is simply 
loving your neighbour as yourself and telling your 
close friends the great news about how Jesus has 
forgiven their sins and loves them. 

P.S. The church I attend has a hand in producing 
this wonderful magazine. Our passion is to preach 
Christ and him alone, and to bring people into a 
closer relationship with Jesus, not to try and gain 
more members for our congregation. However, 
should you wish to attend one of our congregations 
to see for yourself, please feel free to contact any of 
the Pastors listed on the back cover to find out where 
is the nearest weekly meeting held.  F2F
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Gordon Green

King Solomon’s Mines
MODERN WISDOM FROM THE ANCIENT BOOK 

OF PROVERBS (PART 22)  
IT’S HARD TO BE HUMBLE WHEN YOU’RE PERFECT 

IN EVERY WAY

“They didn’t ordain me so I’m 
leaving the church,” Jason 
said with a bitterness in his 

voice that I had not heard before. 
“I’ve done so much for this congregation - I’ve 

taught Bible studies, I’ve visited the sick... and how 
on earth did they ever ordain Selwyn? He’s a boring 
preacher, his Bible knowledge is weak and he’s 
unfriendly!”   

Jason’s resentment was a surprise to me but 
something far more serious was also surfacing  - 
pride. Pride – the kind that God hates (Proverbs 
6:16-17) - is an overestimation of oneself and an 
underestimation of others. In Proverbs 3:34 King 
Solomon writes that God “mocks proud mockers.” 
God opposes those who live in ways that cause 
them to miss out receiving from him. All of us 
struggle with pride which is often so subtle that we 
are not even aware of its influence. “But,” Solomon 
continues, God “gives grace to the humble.” We 
have a choice. We can let pride or humility guide 
our thoughts and behaviour. What is humility and 
what is the key to humility? Where do we even start? 
How can we choose humility and receive from God 
all he desires to give us?  

Steven K. Scott tells the story of a multimillion-
aire entrepreneur who had thousands of employees. 
Although he had everything money could buy, he 
was unhappy, bitter and bad-tempered.  He was 
disliked by his employees and even his family. His 
wife could not take his belligerent attitude anymore 
and asked her pastor to meet with him. The pastor 
listened to him talk about his accomplishments and 
quickly realised that pride ruled the man’s heart 
and mind. He claimed he had single-handedly built 
his company from scratch. He had worked his way 
through university. He boasted that he had done 
everything by himself and that no one gave him 
anything. But then the pastor asked, “Who changed 
your nappies? Who fed you as a baby? Who taught 
you how to read and write? Who gave you jobs that 
enabled you to work your way through university? 
Who serves food in your company’s cafeteria? Who 
cleans the toilets in your company’s rest rooms?”

The man hung his head in shame. Moments 
later, with tears in his eyes, he said, “Now that I 
think about it, I haven’t accomplished anything by 
myself. Without the kindness and efforts of others, I 

probably wouldn’t 
have anything. The 
pastor said to him “Don’t 
you think they deserve a little 
thanks?”

That man’s heart was transformed, seemingly 
overnight. In the months that followed he wrote 
thank-you letters to every one of his employees 
and every person he could think of who had made 
a contribution to his life. He not only felt a deep 
sense of gratitude, he began to treat everyone 
around him with respect and appreciation. Within 
a year he was a different man. Joy and peace had 
replaced the anger and contention in his heart. He 
looked years younger. His employees loved him for 
treating them with the honour and respect that true 
humility engenders.1

PRODUCTS OF GOD’S INITIATIVE

In this story we have the key to humility. Just as 
the entrepreneur realised he was nothing without 
the help of others, humility’s starting point is admit-
ting we are nothing without God. We had nothing 
to do with our creation and we can’t boast or claim 
anything good about ourselves. We are products 
of God’s initiative. We were sinners but God took 
the initiative, came to us and introduced us to his 
incredible love (1 John 4:19). Apart from him we 
can do nothing. All we can do is say “thank you” 
and rest in the truth of who we are in Jesus Christ – 
accepted, forgiven and unconditionally loved.  

A DIFFERENT WAY OF MEASURING GREAT-
NESS

“How can I be humble?” we ask. Proverbs 3:34 
is so true and relevant that almost 1000 years 
after Solomon wrote these wise words the apostles 
James and Peter linked them to their teachings. In 
a letter full of terms like “submit” and “serve”, Peter 
writes, “All of you, clothe yourselves with humility 
toward one another” (1Peter 5:5). The metaphor 
Peter uses pictures a servant putting on a special 
apron which indicated a readiness to serve. Peter 
was saying; “All of you be ready to serve one 
another with humility.” Undoubtedly Peter had in 
mind that last meal when Jesus girded himself with 
a towel and washed his disciples’ feet (John 13:4-
17). The expression “girded himself” is the same 
one Peter used. Jesus put on the apron and made 
himself a servant of everyone. He bent down and 
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God at times permits tragedies. He permits 
the ground to grow dry and stalks to grow 
bare. He allows Satan to 
unleash mayhem. But he 
doesn’t allow Satan to 
triumph. Isn’t this the 
promise of Romans 8:28: 

“And we know that in all 
things God works for the 
good of those who love 
him, who have been called 
according to his purpose?” 
God promises to render 
beauty out of “all things,” 
not “each thing.” The 
isolated events may be evil, 
but the ultimate culmina-
tion is good.

We see small examples 
of this in our own lives. 
When you sip on a cup 
of coffee and say, “This 
is good,” what are you 
saying? The plastic bag 
that contains the beans is good? The beans them-
selves are good? Hot water is good? A coffee filter 
is good? No, none of these. Good happens when 
the ingredients work together: the bag opened, 
the beans ground into powder, the water heated 
to the right temperature. It is the collective coop-
eration of the elements that creates good.

Nothing in the Bible would cause us to call a 
famine good or a heart attack good or a terrorist 

attack good. These are 
terrible calamities, born 
out of a fallen earth. Yet 
every message in the 
Bible, especially the story 
of Joseph, compels us to 
believe that God will mix 
them with other ingredi-
ents and bring good out of 
them.

But we must let God 
define good. Our defi-
nition includes health, 
comfort, and recognition. 
His definition? In the case 
of his Son, Jesus Christ, 
the good life consisted 
of struggles, storms, and 
death. But God worked 
it all together for the 
greatest of good: his glory 
and our salvation.   F2F

 
  

From Max Lucado’s book You’ll get through this.
Copyright 2013 Max Lucado. Used with permission. 

Max Lucado

LET GOD DEFINE GOOD

washed their feet and in doing so he introduced 
another kind of life where greatness is measured 
by how much we serve others. Pride looks down 
on others and says “serve me,” humility gets down 
before others and says “how can I serve you?” That 
is backwards to everything in a world where one 
is encouraged to manipulate, exalt and position 
oneself to look better before others. We worship a 
humble God who kneels before his creation to serve 
them. Amazing! 

“DO AS I HAVE DONE FOR YOU”

Humility does not mean thinking we’re no good 
or having a low opinion of our talents and char-
acter. It is certainly not pretending to be nothing 
and nobody. That is a twisted pride because I might 
just be hoping that someone will say how humble 
I am! Humility means not being defensive, not 
always having the last word and not putting down 
others to make ourselves appear superior. Pride is 
puffing ourselves up independently of God to set 
ourselves above God and away from God. Humility 
is submitting ourselves to God and recognizing our 
total dependence on him. It means turning our eyes 
away from ourselves and on to God who loves us 
and even sees us better than we can see ourselves. 

After Jesus washed his disciples’ feet he said; 
“Do as I have done for you.” He wasn’t saying that 
the only way to serve is by washing feet but he was 
setting them an example of how to live. Humility is 
constantly and deliberately being on the lookout for 
ways to serve. It is  accepting the reality that I am, 
by the grace of God, his container, his expresser 
and his manifestor in the world. 

Mother Teresa exemplified “doing humility.” She 
said that she saw the face of Jesus in the face of 
everyone she helped. We may not be called to 
be the next Mother Teresa but we simply need 
to become more attentive to the needs of others. 
And whenever we are tempted to think too highly 
of ourselves it would be good to remember the 
words of Archbishop Helder Camara: “When I am 
about to go out and face a huge audience which 
is applauding me and cheering me, I turn to Christ 
and say to him simply, ‘Lord this is your triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem! I am just the little donkey you 
are riding on.’”   F2F

1 Steven K. Scott, The Richest Man Who Ever Lived p214-216
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