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OUR VISION

“Living and sharing life-chang-
ing Hope, with all kinds of people 

in all kinds of places”

OUR MISSION

1.   Face to Face seeks to become a 
trustworthy Christian Media Ministry 
with a reputation for quality content, 
balanced theology and thought 
provoking articles and programmes.

2.  Face to Face is committed to 
bringing a positive and practical 
Christian perspective on everyday 
issues facing ordinary people. Its 
content is biblically based, relation-
al, inspirational and informative.

3.  Face to Face undertakes to engage 
individuals from a wide range of 
national and cultural backgrounds. 
It seeks to reflect perspectives 
across these cultural boundaries 
fairly, accurately and respectfully.

4.  Face to Face seeks to inspire readers 
to embrace the gospel and live a 
grace-centred life in Jesus Christ.

5.  Face to Face seeks to cultivate 
a cooperative and construc-
tive engagement with leaders 
and communities across a broad 
spectrum of Christian faiths.

OUR VALUES
1.  Respect for human cultural diversity 

2.  All people, without exception, are of 
equal value and spiritual potential

3.  Responsible theological methods  
and exegesis of Scripture

4.  Trustworthiness and earned credibility  

5.  Building relationships individ-
ually and in community

EDITORIAL
As I write this, the fireworks are exploding in the heavy Johannes-
burg night sky, heralding in a new year.  January 2015 has arrived! 
January can be a month that begins more than just the new 
calendar year. As God’s beloved children we can use it to begin 
a season of deeper relationships with each other and God.

The book of Genesis deals with new beginnings. It sets out 
the beginning of this physical world, as we know it, the begin-
ning of humanity and the beginning of family life. 

Adam and Eve were in the Garden of Eden, a perfect 
paradise, but they let their guard down and the serpent 
struck the first of many blows against humankind. 

It then also became the beginning of sin and disobedience to 
God, and the beginning of human suffering. But most important-
ly it became the beginning of God’s plan to redeem and restore 
humans to a relationship of love and  fellowship with him.

This year will probably be much the same for each of us, a mixture of 
both the positive and negative aspects of our human experiences.

God pursues us in love, relentlessly. No matter what the year holds 
for you, he’s not going to give up on you, nor will his love diminish in 
the slightest. Let’s not let our resolutions to draw closer to him dimin-
ish either, but let’s keep him foremost in every aspect of our lives.

And with these new beginnings in mind, we offer an ever improv-
ing magazine for you to enjoy. A lot of effort is going into revamp-
ing and reworking Face to Face magazine over the next few 
issues, and we hope that you will find it uplifting and refreshing.

We will also be having daily devotional posts on our Face Book 
page. Why don’t you follow us there too? (https://www.facebook.
com/facetofacemagazine). This magazine is for your upliftment 
and enjoyment; please drop us a line and tell us what you think.

May 2015 be a year of his rich blessings for you and your loved ones, 
the richest of all being a renewed understanding of the amazing, 
unwavering love that he has for you, no matter what the year holds.

In deep Christian love,

Tim
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Trust God and do 
what you can

Max Lucado

Management guru Jim 
Collins has some good 
words here.

 He and Morten T. Hansen stud-
ied leadership in turbulent 
times. They looked at more than 
twenty thousand companies, 
sifting through data in search 
of an answer to this question:
“Why in uncertain times 
do some companies thrive 
while others do not?”
They concluded, “[Successful 
leaders] are not more 
creative. They’re not 
more visionary. 
They’re  
not more  
charismatic. 
They’re not 
more ambitious. 
They’re not more 
blessed by luck. 
They’re not more 
risk-seeking. 
They’re not more 
heroic. And they’re 
not more prone to 
making big, bold moves.” 
Then what sets them apart?
“They all led their teams with a 
surprising method of self-con-
trol in an out-of-control world.” 
People like Roald Amundsen. 
In 1911, he headed up the Norwe-
gian team in a race to the South 
Pole. Robert Scott directed a team 
from England. The two expedi-
tions faced identical challenges 
and terrain. They endured the 
same freezing temperatures 
and unforgiving environment. 
They had equal access to the 
technology and equipment of 
their day. Yet Amundsen and 

his team reached the South Pole 
thirty-four days ahead of Scott. 
What made the difference?
Planning.
Amundsen was a tireless strat-
egist. He had a clear strategy 
of traveling fifteen to twenty 
miles a day. Good weath-
er? Fifteen to twenty miles. 
Bad weather? Fifteen to twen-
ty miles. No more. No less. 
Always fifteen to twenty miles.

Scott, by contrast, was irreg-
ular. He pushed his 

team to exhaustion 
in good weather 

and stopped in 
bad. The two 
men had two 
different philos-
ophies and, 
consequent-
ly, two differ-

ent outcomes. 
Amundsen won 

the race without 
losing a man. Scott 

lost not only the race 
but also his 

life and the 

lives of all his team members. 
All for the lack of a plan.
You’d prefer a miracle for your 
crisis? You’d rather see the 
bread multiplied or the stormy 
sea turned to glassy calm in a 
finger snap? God may do this. 
Then, again, He may tell you, 
“I’m with you. I can use this 
for good. Now, let’s make a 
plan.” Trust Him to help you.
God’s sovereignty doesn’t  
negate our responsibility.  
Just the opposite. It empowers it. 
When we trust God, we think more 
clearly and react more decisive-
ly.  Like Nehemiah, who said,
“We prayed to our God and 
posted a guard day and night to 
meet this threat (Nehemiah 4:9).
We prayed… and posted. 
We trusted and acted.
Trust God to do what you can’t. 
Obey God and do what you can. 

Excerpted with permission from God Will Carry You 
Through by Max Lucado, copyright Thomas 

Nelson, 2013.

When you 
face a crisis, seek 

counsel from someone who 
has faced a similar chal-
lenge. Ask friends to pray. 
Look for resources. Reach 
out to a support group. Most 

importantly, make a plan.
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I enjoy Beethoven’s symphonies. 
Or to be strictly honest, I enjoy 
parts of Beethoven’s sympho-

nies. 

Like the opening movement of 
his Fifth, sections of the Sixth and 
of course the famous chorale 
movement of the Ninth. But 
again, being strictly honest, I find 
much of the rest rather boring. 

I find myself wanting to fast-forward 
through the parts I don’t really under-
stand to get to the familiar themes I 
enjoy. Once, on a long plane flight, 
which had all nine symphonies on 
the music channel, I thought about 
making a play list of just the ‘good’ 
bits—a sort of Beethoven’s Greatest 
Hits. Then I felt guilty, thinking that 
would be short-changing the great 
composer.  I knew there was more 
to Beethoven than had met my ear.

All that changed when my Audio 
Book Club offered me a course 
on Beethoven’s Symphonies at a 
price I could not refuse. The instruc-
tor was a brilliant teacher. Instead 
of just playing musical tidbits, he 
guided me through all nine sympho-
nies, movement by movement. 

He explained how these composi-
tions were the media two hundred 
years ago, and the great composers 
were the Andrew Lloyd Webbers 
and Steven Spielbergs of their day. 
At each stage he explained what 
Beethoven was doing and why his 
music was so revolutionary at the 
time. I learned how Beethoven could 
entertain, shock, inspire and even 

tease his audiences. 

That course has 
revolutionized my 

appreciation of 
Beethoven’s 

music 

and whetted my appetite to learn 
more. I realized I was just sipping 
Beethoven. I now understand the 
music beyond the ‘that sounds nice’ 
stage. I know what is happening even 
during the ‘dull’ parts, which has 
greatly increased my appreciation 
of the more well-known themes. 

For many of us the Bible is like Beetho-
ven’s music. We have our favourite 
verses and perhaps a favorite book, 
but that is as far as it goes. Today 
you can download a Bible app onto 
your i-something and make your 
own play list of the Bible’s Great-
est Hits. Many of us no longer take 
a Bible to church—why should we 
when the scriptures are projected on 
the screen behind the preacher?

This is progress. No one wants to go 
back to the days of heavy, brass-
bound Bibles or scrolls. But there 
is a potential problem if we only 
experience the Bible through the 
fragmented images of a Power-
Point presentation. We will get to 
know some parables and the basic 
stories from the life of Jesus. We will 
become familiar with Paul’s teach-
ings on law and grace. We may 
hear about Noah’s Ark, the Exodus 
and Daniel in the lion’s den. But do 
we know how it all fits together? 

OK—much of the Bible does seem 
rather boring and irrelevant, as I once 
judged Beethoven’s symphonies to 
be. It is tempting to fast-forward and 
get to the parts that inspire, encour-
age and inform. After all, the Bible’s 
core message is about love, grace 
and truth. Those are the parts we 
need, aren’t they? Do we really need 
to know about all that other stuff? 

Notice what Paul wrote to his young 
protégé, Timothy: “There’s 
nothing like the written 
Word of God for 

showing you the way to salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus. Every 
part of Scripture is God-breathed 
and useful one way or anoth-
er—showing us truth, exposing our 
rebellion, correcting our mistakes, 
training us to live God’s way. Through 
the Word we are put together 
and shaped up for the tasks God 
has for us” (2 Timothy 3:14-17, The 
Message). Paul said this about what 
we call the Old Testament—the 
New had not been written yet!

Take a good look at your Bible. No—
not the app—the book. Do you really 
know what is in it? What about those 
books with odd names: Leviticus, 
Nehemiah, Obadiah? If “every part 
of Scripture is God-breathed and 
useful one way or another,” there is 
something in them worth knowing. 
The Old Testament shows us how the 
rags to riches to ruin story of Ancient 
Israel laid the foundation for the 
ministry of Jesus. When you under-
stand that story, the Gospels come 
to life in a way you never expected. 

So let me ask you—are you just 
sipping the Bible as I did Beethoven’s 
music? Why short-change yourself? 
Don’t just experience the scriptures 
as an app or a PowerPoint presen-
tation. Get a modern easy-to-read 
version of the scriptures—ideally 
one with explanatory notes—and 
actually read it. (Some suggestions 
include the Good News Bible, The 
Message, Contemporary English 
Version or New Century Version). 
As you do, you’ll see those favor-
ite stories and scriptures in context. 
You’ll discover there is so much 
more to them than meets the eye.

How Beethoven Helped 
Me Understand the Bible

John Halford
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Joseph Tkach

In The Message, Eugene Peter-
son has a wonderful way of 
highlighting the nuances in 

Scripture that may be missed in 
other Bible translations. 

Here is his take on Psalm 8:1-2:

“God, brilliant Lord,yours is a 
household name. Nursing infants 
gurgle choruses about you;

toddlers shout the songs that 
drown out enemy talk, and 
silence atheist babble.”

Can’t you just hear atheists snig-
gering at that? They consid-
er the songs of toddlers to be 
where belief in God belongs.

For them, the only smart choice in 
a sophisticated, educated modern 
world, is a materialistic worldview 
where there is no room for belief 
in God or in the supernatural.

But not so fast! Recently I came across 
an article that presents research 
showing how humans may be ‘hard-
wired’ to believe, and that even hard-
core atheists can’t avoid an inbuilt 
bias towards metaphysical beliefs. 
According to journalist Nury Vittachi… 
”Cognitive scientists are  becoming 
increasingly aware that a meta-
physical outlook may be so deeply 
ingrained in human thought processes 
that it cannot be expunged. While this 
idea may seem outlandish—after all, 
it seems easy to decide not to believe 
in God—evidence from several disci-
plines indicates that what you actual-
ly believe is not a decision you make 
for yourself. Your fundamental beliefs 
are decided by much deeper levels 
of consciousness, and some may 
well be more or less set in stone.” [1]

Vittachi goes on to quote atheist 
Graham Lawton who admitted that

 “Atheism is psychologically impos-
sible because of the way humans 
think.” Vittachi continues:

‘These findings may go a long way to 
explaining a series of puzzles in recent 
social science studies. In the United 
States, 38% of people who identified 
themselves as atheist or agnostic went 
on to claim to believe in a God or a 
Higher Power (Pew Forum, “Religion 
and the  unaffiliated,” 2012). While 
the UK is often defined as an irreligious 
place, a recent survey by Theos, 
a think tank, found that very few 
people—only 13 per cent of adults—
agreed with the statement “humans 

Hardwired to
believe!
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are purely material beings with no spir-
itual element”. For the vast majority of 
us, unseen realities are very present….
The implication is that we all believe in 
a not dissimilar range of tangible and 
intangible realities. Whether a partic-
ular brand of higher consciousness is 
included in that list (“I believe in God,” 
“I believe in some sort of higher force,” 
“I believe in no higher conscious-
ness”) is little more than a detail. [1]

The more we learn about the cosmos, 
the more we realize that there 
is much more to it—and to 
us—than meets the eye. 
Not all scientists are 
atheists by any means. 
Many on the cutting 
edge of scientific 
discovery know that 
a purely materialistic 
view of the cosmos 
does not fit the 
facts. According to 
a 2009 Pew Research 
Center poll, “Just over 
half of scientists (51%) 
believe in some form of 
deity or higher power; specif-
ically, 33% of scientists say they 
believe in God, while 18% believe in 
a universal spirit or higher power.” 

Of course, some scientists are atheists 
and argue that metaphysical beliefs 
are just in our heads—the result of 
impersonal, unintelligent evolutionary 
processes and so not to be trusted.

 But new discoveries are giving us 
deeper insight into the reality of the 
creation as God actually made it, 
not as we might assume it to be. And 
though we must admit that scientific 
research can never prove that the 
God of the Bible exists, and that he has 
created and redeemed us in Christ, 
we should expect that whatever is 
discovered about creation will be 
compatible with the revelation of the 
creator God given to us in and through 
Jesus Christ. There is nothing irrational 
or unscientific about trusting in the 
claims of revelation as given to us by 
prophets and apostles in Holy Scrip-
ture and as further confirmed through 
personal experience. Also, there is no 
threat to God in scientific discovery. 
After all, God is the one who made 
whatever is discovered. One leading 
physicist even suggested wryly that in 
the decades ahead, we may learn 
more about God from science than 
from theology. I don’t mean to imply 
that scientists will be ‘preaching the 

gospel.’ That’s the Christian’s job. The 
job of science is to study created real-
ity, and God is not a created physical 
object. But scientists are discovering 
that what is ‘real’ in creation leaves 
plenty of room for rationally affirming 
metaphysical claims such as the reality 
and existence of a transcendent and 
personal God who has the intelligence, 
power and motivation to make himself 
known. As some of the ideas now 
shaping scientific thought become 

better known, and as the limits 
of science become more 

widely recognized, I 
suspect that an athe-

istic worldview will 
be seen more and 
more for what it 
is: a metaphys-
ical assertion 
that cannot 
be justified on 
the basis of the 

growing scien-
tific knowledge 

of the universe. I 
think that more and 

more people (includ-
ing scientists) will find them-

selves in the same position as David 
who, having come to know God 
through the prophets and the history 
of Israel, looked up at the majesty 
of creation and proclaimed  these 
words (Psalm 8:3-4, The Message):

“I look up at your macro-skies, 
dark and enormous, 
your handmade sky-jewelry, 
Moon and stars mounted in their 
settings. 
Then I look at my micro-self and 
wonder, 
Why do you bother with us? 
Why take a second look our 
way?” 
God created us in his 
image to know and to 
trust him. To that end 
Jesus dedicated his 
life 
and ministry: “And I, 
when I am lifted up 
from the earth, will 
draw all people 
to myself”  
(John 12:32). We 
may not believe 
him, but placing 
ourselves abso-
lutely beyond 
the reach of 
Jesus’ ministry is 
not an option that 

God has given us. Some people are 
drawn to Christ willingly, while others 
put up fierce resistance. But what-
ever the case, it’s Jesus’ ongoing 
ministry (which was decided before 
creation and is now being carried out 
by the Spirit) to confront all people 
with the reality of his existence and 
the reality of God’s gracious gift of 
salvation. Sooner or later, all must 
come to terms with it. Some may 
think that the arrogant claims of mili-
tant atheists are more rational and 
scientific than the claims of faith from 
those who have come to know God 
through the witness of historical reve-
lation gathered up and passed down 
through the centuries. But the unbe-
lief of atheists has made them hard 
of hearing—deaf to the evidence.

 They should listen more careful-
ly when ‘nursing infants’ sing their 
praises to God (Psalm 8:2).

[1] “Scientists discover that atheists might not exist, and 
that’s not a joke,” Science 2.0, http://www.science20. 
com/writer_on_the_edge/blog/scientists_discover that_
atheists_might_not_exist_and_thats_not_a_joke-139982

New discoveries are 
giving us deeper insight 
into the reality of the 

creation as God 
actually made it, not 
as we might assume 

it to be.
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Musiiwa Ngwana

“Children nowadays have 
not a scrap of manners.” 
That is a line from the 

book ‘Comfort herself’ by Geral-
dine Kaye.1 It seems to me that 
it is not only children who lack 
manners these days. 

I was at a funeral a few years ago 
and we were standing at the grave-
side. I saw three high school teachers 
on the other side of the grave where 
they stood behind other people, 
laughing and joking. I could not 
believe what I was seeing! Here was 
a solemn burial service in progress 
while some people were having their 
own private little social gathering. 
Perhaps the deceased was not their 
relative or friend. Perhaps they were 
not feeling the pain that some of 
us were feeling, but why not show 
respect? I mean, respect for the 
deceased, the graveyard, the burial 
that was taking place, or respect the 
fact that the deceased was a king. 
It was a privilege for us to bury him 
because in Venda tradition, kings and 
all royal people are buried in their 
own graveyard by royal people only.

Proverbs 1:8-9 tells us, “Listen, my son, 

to your father’s instruction and do not 
forsake your mother’s teaching. They 
will be a garland to grace your head 
and a chain to adorn your neck.”

Lack of manners and disrespect-
ing elders seems to be acceptable 
by society these days. When I was 
studying in Durban I was some-
times pleasantly surprised 
by how some young 
people respected 
their elders. They 
would stand up 
in the bus or 
train and offer 
them their seats. 
In other places 
young people 
would just say, ‘we 
all paid the same 
price, so why should I 
stand?’  Or, ‘I got in first, 
so next time they (the older 
people) will learn to get in quickly.’  
But the bible teaches us something 
entirely different. “In the same way 
be submissive to those who are 
older. Clothe yourselves with humil-
ity towards one another because 
God opposes the proud but gives 

grace to the humble” (1 Peter 5: 5). 

Back chat, name calling
So many young people treat their 
parents or other elders like idiots 
because they do not know the new 
technology or they are illiterate or 

they did not go to university. They 
back chat and call parents 

names, and if the parent 
tries to discipline them 

they threaten to 
have them arrested. 
I cannot imagine 
going to the police 
station to open a 
case against my 
own parents!

A friend told me of 
someone who had his 

dad arrested for assault. 
This young man in his mid 

twenties had an argument 
with his father, who lost his temper 
and slapped him across the face. 
No doubt this father was in a high-
ly emotional state due to his son’s 
behaviour. But the young man went 
to the nearest police station and 

Not a 
scrap
of manners

Lack of manners and 
disrespecting elders 

seems to be 
acceptable by 

society these days.
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opened a case against 
his own father. The police 
came and arrested the 
poor old man. Since this 
young man started work-
ing he disrespects his 
father because he can 
no longer work due to old 
age. He seems to have 
forgotten that the old man 
cared for him from the 
time he was a baby, when 
he could not do anything 
for himself. His father made 
sacrifices to pay for his 
university education. Now 
that he is a respected 
professional at his work, he 
thinks even at home he 
is now above his parents. 
He is currently the only 
breadwinner in the house.

But all of us, young and 
old, should realize that as 
time goes by, we too will 
probably fall behind in 
the technological race. 
We may find it difficult 
to learn new things, and 
certainly our physical 

abilities will diminish with 
time. How would we like 
to be treated by the 
younger generation?

Seeing these horrible 
examples of young people 
behaving badly, I can’t 
help wondering if this is 
just the tip of the iceberg. 
Where are our traditions 
of respect and honour? 
What kind of a society will 
we have 10 years from 
now – 20 years from now?  

Thankfully, God will not 
allow this to go on forever. 
When Jesus returns in glory 
to rule the world, he will 
restore all things, including 
the custom of respect for 
parents and elders.   
“…for the earth will be full 
of the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover 
the sea” (Isaiah 11:9)

1 ’Comfort herself’ by Geraldine Kaye 
(Methuen Publishing Ltd) 1986.

“The wife does not have authority over her own 
body but yields it to her husband. In the same 

way, the husband does not have authority over 
his own body but yields it to his wife.”

1 Corinthians 7:4 (NIVUK)

When approaching a junction drivers 
are expected to be prepared to yield 
to other traffic. Not only is it common 

courtesy to do so, but also it makes sense if 
we want to avoid accidents and confusion.

The concept of ‘giving way’ to others 
applies in all human relationships, especial-
ly in marriage. This was a controversial idea 
that Paul introduced to the Corinthians.

At times it can be hard to grasp what Paul is saying 
in 1 Corinthians 7. Yet it is one of the most liberat-
ing chapters when you consider it in the light of 
the customs of Paul’s time. Part of the discussion is 
about sexuality. Men felt that they had the right to 
do whatever they desired sexually because their 
bodies were their own. Women, however, were not 
in the same situation because, according to the 
prevailing culture, their bodies belonged to their 
husbands. Against that background Paul makes 
the revolutionary comment above. His words would 
have upset both the Jews and the Gentiles. It’s not 
about the rights or the absence of rights for either 
the man or the woman: it’s about yielding to one 
another. This was a bombshell of a statement.

Paul developed this idea in his later teachings. An 
example is in Ephesians 5:21-26. “Submit to one 
another out of reverence for Christ” is a general 
instruction to believers. The emphasis in our relation-
ships should be on listening to and on putting others 
first, not on claiming our personal rights. Paul illus-
trates this concept in the marriage setting: “Wives, 
submit to your husbands as to the Lord…as the 
church submits to Christ”. This is not a comfortable 
or politically correct thing to say today, is it? “In the 
Lord” implies a compassionate and moral frame-
work in this mutual submitting. Note Paul’s next point: 
“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself for it.” That means, sacrifice 
everything for your wives. It’s about yielding, giving 
way to each other’s wishes, and about respect.

It’s time to give way.

Prayer
Help me, Lord Jesus, to sacrifice myself for 
my spouse, my family, and for everyone 
with whom I come into contact. Help me to 
surrender to you in this. In your name.

Amen 

Reprinted with kind permission of daybyday.org.uk

Prepare To 
Give Way
James Henderson
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419 scams “are a type of 
fraud and one of the most 
common types of confi-

dence trick. 

The scam typically involves promis-
ing the victim a significant share of 
a large sum of money, which the 
fraudster requires a small up-front 
payment to obtain. If a victim makes 
the payment, the fraudster either 
invents a series of further fees for 
the victim to pay, or simply disap-
pears with the upfront payment 
already made” (Wikipedia).

If you have an email address, I 
will be surprised if you have never 
received an email from somebody 
who claims to have millions of dollars 
they want to share with you. That 
is what a 419 scam is. It originated 

in Nigeria, although these scams 
are now found in many countries 
around the world. They are given 
this title because 419 is the number 
of a section in the Nigerian Criminal 
Law which outlaws this practice, 
making it possible for the Nigerian 
government to prosecute and impris-
on anyone found practicing it.

“What is the difference between 
Christianity as practiced by millions 
of Nigerians today, and as champi-
oned by thousands of ‘pastors’, and 
say, the 419 syndrome that Nigerians 
were well known and stereotyped 
for? Hint - both involve the conning 
of innocent, and many times, greedy 
people, by flamboyant actors who 
promise something that doesn’t exist 
to their hapless clientele. Is Christianity 

the new 419 (scam), attracting the 
fastest talkers and the most greedy, 
like 419 did in the late 1980s and early 
1990s?” So writes Tope Fasua in an 
opinion piece that appeared in the 
Daily Trust, a Nigerian newspaper.

Although Tope Fasua is Nigerian, 
and was writing about Nigeria, this 
is true about a particular brand of 
Christianity being practiced in the 
US, Europe, and many African coun-
tries, including South Africa. As I write 
this, many South Africans are still 
waiting for the return of the remains 
of their loved ones who died in a 
building collapse in Nigeria. Whilst 
many go to Nigeria to seek healing, 
many go there to seek blessings so 
that they can become wealthy.

IsChristianity 
the new 419 

scam? 

Takalani  Musekwa
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Conned in broad daylight
This is not about Nigeria, 
nor a modern-day 
phenomenon. The 
apostles warned 
the early church 
of the false 
teachers who 
would be after 
money 2000 
years ago. Not 
everybody look-
ing for wealth 
and healing is 
going to Nigeria. 
Many are flocking to 
mega churches in their 
own cities in South Africa, where 
the pastors are promising them 
heaven on earth. Many Christians 

are being conned in broad daylight, 
whether it is for healing or for 

wealth. It is all due to inno-
cence, ignorance of 

what the Bible says, 
and simple greed. 
Ironically, greed 
is the very thing 
that Christians are 
warned about, if 
only they would 
read their Bibles.

“Put to death, 
therefore, whatever 

belongs to your earthly 
nature: sexual immorality, 

impurity, lust, evil desires and 
greed, which is idolatry” (Colossians 

3:5). Idolatry is worship of another 
god. It is not Christianity at all! It is 

greed that caused Judas Iscariot 
to sell Jesus for thirty pieces of silver, 
which the Pharisees and religious 
leaders promised him. Like Judas 
Iscariot, many false pastors are sell-
ing Jesus for the same price today.

The apostle Peter was there when 
Judas sold Jesus. He knew the 
power of greed. If only Christians 
would read their Bibles and hear 
his advice, they would spare them-
selves a lot of their money and even 
their lives. This is what Peter says:

“But there were also false prophets 
among the people, just as there 
will be false teachers among you. 
They will secretly introduce destruc-
tive heresies...Many will follow their 
depraved conduct and will bring the 

Is Christianity the new 
419 (scam), attracting 
the fastest talkers and 
the most greedy, like 
419 did in the late 1980s 

and early 1990s?”
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way of truth into disrepute.  In their 
greed these teachers will exploit you 
with fabricated stories” (2 Peter 2:1-3).

Unsuspecting
Peter is emphatic and clear. There will 
be false teachers among you. How 
will we know them? Peter helps us. He 
says they have depraved conduct. As 
a pastor, I read with sadness the news 
headlines about a pastor making 
his congregants eat grass and drink 
petrol in Pretoria, South Africa. Anoth-
er pastor in Kenya, told his female 
congregants not to wear underwear 
when they came to church because 
Christ can’t enter their lives if they 
are wearing underwear. Yet another 
pastor in Uganda used an electric 
shocker to zap his congregants to 
receive the Holy Spirit. The unsus-
pecting congregants thought they 
were receiving the Holy Spirit when 
they felt electric shocks go through 
their bodies. The pastor was arrest-
ed. What kind of depravity is that!?  

Peter continues in the verse quoted 
above, that many will follow them. 
Megachurch does not necessarily 
mean better church. In some cases, 
it could mean bad church for you. 
If and when you go to a mega-
church where there are thousands 
of congregants, raise your Christian 
and Biblical antennae. If they pick 
up any of the things Peter is warning 
us about, run away as quickly as you 
can. In verse three above, Peter says 
these false teachers will exploit you, 
exactly like the 419 scammers do. 

Paul was also concerned about false 
teachers. He told Timothy: “Keep 
reminding God’s people of these 
things” (2 Timothy 2:14).  These false 
teachers, according to Paul,“…say 
that the resurrection has already 

taken place, and they destroy the 
faith of some” (2 Timothy 2:18). There 
are many of these false teach-
ers today who are telling ignorant 
Christians that the resurrection has 
already happened, meaning that 
you cannot be sick or poor. Let me 
tell you dear readers, anybody who 
tells you that you cannot be sick, and 
if you are sick God has no choice but 
to heal you, is telling you nonsense.

Only when Jesus returns
Paul warns us against such false 
pastors. In the process, they destroy 
the faith of some, says Paul in verse 
18 quoted above. Often these false 
pastors tell people that if they are 
sick, or cannot be healed, or they are 
poor, it means their faith is weak, or 
simply that they have no faith. They 
will tell you that to get more faith 
you must give more money to the 
church, or rather to them. I repeat: 
that is nonsense! It is only when Jesus 
returns, and the dead are raised, that 
there will be no more sorrow, no more 
pain, no more tears, and no more 
death. Another so-called ‘Prophet’ 
in South Africa used to preach like 
this. When he was diagnosed with 
cancer, he told his congregants that 
he will be healed. He also told them 
that if he died, he will rise again.

As it turned out, he died. The congre-
gation waited for him to rise again. 
He didn’t. Eventually the family buried 
him. He is still dead and buried. He 
has left many disillusioned Christians 
who could not see through his hereti-
cal teachings. “‘Prophet’ fails to rise 
from the dead,” reported the Star 
Newspaper on 28 December 2013.

Don’t let anybody question or destroy 
your faith. Paul continues in 2 Timo-
thy 2:11-13: “ Here is a trustworthy 

saying: If we died with him, we will 
also live with him;  if we endure, 
we will also reign with him. If we 
disown him, he will also disown us; 
if we are faithless, he remains faith-
ful, for he cannot disown himself.”

There are many ‘pastors’ who 
have one agenda: to become rich 
from the church. They know what 
people want to hear.  They tell 
them what their itchy ears want to 
hear. Don’t be one of the victims of 
these scammers. Sadly, I have met 
many colleagues who have been 
victims of these scams, and they 
are disillusioned with the Christian 
faith. Take the warnings of Jesus, 
Paul, John and Jude seriously.

Jesus warned: “At that time many 
will turn away from the faith and will 
betray and hate each other, and 
many false prophets will appear 
and deceive many people...for false 
messiahs and false prophets will 
appear and perform great signs and 
wonders to deceive, if possible, even 
the elect. See, I have told you ahead 
of time” (Matthew 24:10-11, 24-25). 

Jesus says false prophets will appear 
and deceive many people. Not 
only will they deceive many people, 
they will also perform great signs 
and wonders to deceive unsuspect-
ing Christians. When Jesus returns, 
such false teachers will say to him 
“‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophe-
sy in your name and in your name 
drive out demons and in your name 
perform many miracles’?  Then I 
will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew 
you. Away from me, you evildoers!’” 
(Matthew 7:22-23). Jesus said, “See 
I have told you ahead of time.”

 Don’t be a biblical statistic.
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There are times when I find 
myself in two minds. Take 
as an example, global 

warming.

 I’ve read many articles from learned 
scientists on both sides of the argu-
ment. And I end up agreeing some-
what with both perspectives. That 
means that for the present I have 
concluded that it seems pretty well 
established that the world is heating 
up. But is it a natural phenomenon, 
the result of sun cycle activity or 
solely because of Man? But then 
again, has Man had a hand in 
modifying what might be natural 
events, with our emissions making 
things worse? Again, probably.

I appreciate that there are many 
out there who believe that global 
warming is the result of our sins and 
that God is punishing us for them. 
Here again, I’m in two minds. In the 
Old Testament, where God had 
made an agreement with Israel, he 
promised to punish them when they 
broke the agreement. History records 

exactly that. But in our nations, this 
world of today, we have never 
made any such agreement. Still, 
there are many examples of God 
intervening and protecting, includ-
ing preserving the world against 
the Kaiser’s tyranny in World War I 
and Nazi despotism in World War II. 
You see, at best (or should that be, 
at worst), I see God taking off his 
protective hand from us, rather than 
actively setting out to punish us.

There was a local counsellor who 
opined that those floods we expe-
rienced in spring 2014 were directly 
the result of our government legal-
ising same-sex partnerships. Really? 
What’s the connection, I wonder, 
with flooding and sexual mores? 
When we as a species decided in 
the Garden of Eden to go it alone 
from God, he largely left us to it—just 
now and again intervening to keep 
our collective heads above water, 
as it were, and his plan on track. 
But really, apart from the isolated 
case of Sodom and Gomorrah (and 

they have never been alone in their 
particular excesses down the centu-
ries), he’s largely left us to write the 
lesson of our history in the tears and 
anguish we bring on ourselves.

And that surely is the point? We really 
don’t need God specifically to curse 
us. We’re not doing too bad a job 
all by ourselves. The whole world is 
groaning from the way we have been 
treating it (Romans 1), and the unre-
mitting record we have written so far 
is one of unrelieved sorrow and pain. 
And I’m not in two minds about that.

Prayer
Holy Father, help us to realise that 
science doesn’t always have the 
answers to our problems. As Chris-
tians, we must always be sure 
that it is you, the one to whom we 
pray, who does. In Jesus’ name.

Amen 

Reprinted with kind permission of daybyday.org.uk

Two Minds

John Stettaford

 “And Elijah came to all the people, and 
said, ‘How long will you falter between 
two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow 

Him; but if Baal, follow him.’ But the 
people answered him not a word.” 1 Kings 

18:21 (NKJV UK) 
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CAN WE 
BELIEVE
THE
GOSPELS 
TO BE 
TRUE?
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Shaun de Greeff

Imagine it is 1942 and the 
Second World War is raging. 
You are living in South Africa, 

thousands of kilometres away 
from the front and you hear news 
of the events taking place there. 

There is no television, no social 
media or YouTube with which to 
see what is happening. All you 
have, are the reports of ordinary 
people about those events. 

Years later you walk into a bar and 
at different times in the night you 
speak to three different people. The 
first person you speak to was actually 
in Auschwitz, a Nazi concentration 
camp. He saw firsthand the terrible 
suffering people went through. The 
second person was a reporter who 
had interviewed several escapees 
from various concentration camps. 
He had carefully and meticulously 
written down eyewitness accounts 
and all the facts regarding the events.

The third person was a sailor who 
had heard several stories from 
third and even fourth hand sourc-
es. None of the people he spoke 
to had actually been in one of 
the concentration camps.

Which of these three people do 
you think will supply you with the 
most reliable version of the events 
surrounding the Holocaust? Most 
of us would agree that the eyewit-
ness and the reporter make pret-
ty good sources, but the same 
cannot be said about the sailor.

What about the New Testament?
The same holds true for the New 
Testament. The Christians who were 
involved in the canonisation (the 
forming) of the New Testament saw 
the same value in rather having 
eyewitness accounts, or carefully 
researched reports based on eyewit-
ness, included in the New Testament. 
Second and third hand information 
might not have been as reliable. 
That is why when we look at the 
New Testament and specifically the 
first four books (often referred to as 
the canonical gospels), it is import-
ant to know who the authors of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are.

If you do a search on Wikipedia on 
any of these four gospels of the New 
Testament, you might be shocked 
to find that the authors of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John are claimed 
to be unknown. For some this might 
cast doubt on the authenticity of 
these gospels but on closer investi-
gation we find that there is no need 
for concern. Traditionally the church 

has ascribed authorship of the four 
canonical gospels to Matthew the 
disciple, John Mark the companion 
and scribe of Peter, Luke the friend 
of the apostle Paul and finally John 
the disciple and best friend of Jesus. 
The various books have been dated 
as follows: *Matthew AD 80-90, Mark 
AD 70, Luke AD 80-90 and John AD 
90-100. There are some scholars 
who have cited earlier dates, but 
by and large most are comfort-
able with the dates listed above.

Although these four gospels are 
strictly speaking anonymous (none 
of the authors refer to themselves 
by name), there are a number of 
reasons why we can be confident 
that their authors were indeed 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

Reasons to believe the accuracy 
of the tradition

1) The Gospels were written relatively 
close to the actual events 
As opposed to the vast majority of 
ancient literature, the gospels were 
written relatively early after the 
events. Most historians date Jesus’ 
death between AD 30 and AD 36. 
With the Gospel of Mark (the earliest 
of the gospels) dated at around AD 
70, it leaves about 34 years between 
the events happening and the infor-
mation being written down. In today’s 
terms this seems like an enormous 
amount of time. But the earliest biog-
raphies of Alexander the Great were 
written by Arian and Plutarch more 
than four hundred years after his 
death in 323 BC.  Historians believe 
both these biographies to be cred-
ible, so by comparison, the gospels 
were written far closer to the events. 
These facts have a direct influence 
on the authenticity of the authors. If 
the gospel accounts were dated 400 
years after the events, it would be 
impossible for Matthew, Mark, Luke 
or John to have written the books 
since they were all supposed to have 
been contemporaries of Jesus. 

2) No known competitors for these 
gospels
The early dates for these gospels 
mean that there were still people 
alive to dispute the authorship had 
it been found to have been false. 
When people argue that we cannot 
trust that the authors were the ones 
we know, just remember that there 
are no known competitors for these 
gospels. Absence of evidence 
contradicting the Gospels does not 
prove that the authors were Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John but it does 

bolster the argument for the authors. 

3) Early sources that confirm author-
ship 
Furthermore we have relatively early 
sources that affirm the authenticity 
of these books. In AD 125 Papias, 
an early church father who knew 
the apostle John, affirmed that 
Mark carefully wrote down Peter’s 
eyewitness observations and that 
he made “no mistake” and did 
not include any “false statements.” 
He also affirmed that Matthew 
preserved the teachings of Jesus.

In AD 180 Irenaeus, another church 
father and the bishop of Lyon, wrote 
the following: “Matthew published 
his own gospel among the Hebrews 
in their own tongue, when Peter and 
Paul were preaching the gospel 
in Rome and founding the church 
there. After their departure, Mark, 
the disciple and interpreter of Peter, 
handed down to us in writing the 
substance of Peter’s preaching. 
Luke, the follower of Paul, set down 
in a book the gospel preached by 
his teacher. Then John, the disciple 
of the Lord, who also leaned on his 
breast, himself produced his gospel 
while he was living at Ephesus in Asia.”

Conclusion
As we can see from the information 
above, there is a significant amount 
of evidence that supports the tradi-
tional view that the Canonical 
Gospels were written by Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John. This article is by 
no means an exhaustive treatment 
of the subject and is really only the 
tip of the iceberg. There are scores of 
books that deal with these and other 
issues regarding the authenticity of 
the Bible in more detail. Books such 
as ‘Taking a stand for the Bible’ by 
John Ankerburg and Dillon Burroughs, 
‘The Case for Christmas’  by Lee 
Strobel or ‘The Historical Reliability 
of the Gospels’ by Craig Bloomberg 
will shed more light on the subject. 
What is comforting though, is that we 
can take solace in the fact that we 
do not have to employ what some 
call ‘blind faith’ when it comes to 
the Bible and Christianity. Christianity 
has abundant sources of historical 
evidence that supports (not replac-
es) the faith that we have in Christ.

References:
*Strobel, Lee (2009-07-27). The Case for Christmas: A Jour-
nalist Investigates the Identity of the Child in the Manger 
(p. 18-31). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.
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Enamoured by the beauty of 
Bathsheba bathing on the 
roof top, David was drawn 

into temptation’s lethal clutches 
and invited her into his bed cham-
ber. 

Little did he realise that a 
moment of weakness was about 
to change his life forever.   

The alarming news of her preg-
nancy prompted David to set in 
motion a nasty web of deceit and 
treachery, culminating in the death 
of Bathsheba’s husband, Uriah the 
Hittite.  Ironically, Uriah was one of 
the most valiant warriors in the Isra-
elite army.  And he was fiercely loyal 
to David.  Yet, David conspired to 
have him sent to the frontline, know-

ing there was a great chance of 
him being killed in action.  Why?

David realised that the consequenc-
es of his actions were huge.  He 
faced the stark reality of a brewing 
scandal, waiting to bubble over and 
rock the nation.  It would not only 
shatter his reputation and integrity 
as a statesman, but bring untold 
pain and suffering upon his fami-
ly.  Perhaps lurking in his subcon-
scious was the troubling thought of 
the Law of Moses, stipulating that 
adultery meant death by stoning.

David moved swiftly to rectify his 
disgraceful deed.  But, it was a 
case of taking desperate measures 
of the wrong kind.  So much so 

that in his mind the only way he 
could save the day was through 
a massive covert operation.  And 
he almost succeeded...until about 
a year later when the prophet 
Nathan, snapped David out of deni-
al mode, and brought him face to 
face with his scandalous actions.  

No way out
Reality then struck a heavy blow, 
piercing the very heart and core of 
David’s being as he became acutely 
aware of how he had messed up...
big time!  Psalm 51 gives a stirring 
account of his emotional outpour-
ing of anguish and despair; “Have 
mercy on me O God according 
to your unfailing love; accord-

I messed up big time. 
Now what?

Bob Klynsmith
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ing to your great compassion...
wash away my iniquity...against 
you, you only, have I sinned and 
done what is evil in your sight.”  

What do you do when, like David, 
your life goes belly up and there 
seems to be no way out?  Perhaps 
you are caught in the vice of an 
affair or addiction of some sort.  
What about the stuff that may be 
currently happening to you because 
of a terrible mistake you made in a 
moment of weakness?  And let’s not 
forget the bad decision that went 
horribly wrong and changed your 
life forever, whether you suffered 
severe financial losses as a result or 
other frightening consequences?  

Talk to someone you can trust
Psalm 51 continues to provide us with 
remarkable insight on how David 
began to piece his life togeth-
er at a time when his 
future was looking very 
bleak.  A wonderful 
testimony of how we 
can move forward 
when paralysed 
by hopelessness.

Firstly, we need to 
appreciate the help 
of a close advisor in 
Nathan, who chal-
lenged David to come 
to terms with the severity 
of his transgression.  Talking 
to a trusted advisor or friend 
during a deep crisis of this nature can 
make all the difference in helping one 
rise above near impossible circum-
stances.  David only fully grasped that 
his worst nightmare was not just a bad 
dream when Nathan courageously 
confronted him.  He then came to 
terms with the reality of what he had 
done and accepted full responsibil-
ity for his own actions.  He became 
very aware of how he had let God 
down, and disappointed his family as 
well as the people of Israel.  Taking 
personal ownership of the harm 
caused by one’s destructive deeds is 
a vital first step in the right direction.   

Soul searching in the presence of the 
Triune God is also an essential key in 
making a life changing breakthrough.  
David highlights this in Psalm 139:23-
24, “Search me, God, and know my 
heart; test me and know my anxious 
thoughts.  See if there is any offensive 
way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting.”  It is interesting to note 
how God, who is familiar with all our 
ways (verse 3), brought David’s blind 
spots to the surface through Nathan.  

Behaviour patterns
Soul searching often helps us identify 

certain ongoing destructive lifestyle 
patterns that may be hurting us and 
others.   Recognising and accept-
ing these behaviour patterns offers 
a unique opportunity to break the 
cycle of pain through Christ and 
the indwelling presence of the Holy 
Spirit.  It appears, on examination 
of David’s behavioural lifestyle, that 
he had a weakness for women.   

We read earlier in the opening 
passages of Psalm 51 about how 
David, without hesitation, plunged 
into the loving embrace of a merci-
ful God who is full of compassion.  
Drawing close to God and surrender-
ing completely to his unfailing love 
strengthens us spiritually and inspires 
hope that God will make a way.  He 
exclaimed, “Wash me with hyssop, 
and I shall be clean; wash me, and 
I shall be whiter than snow...let the 

bones you have crushed 
rejoice.  Hide your face 

from me and blot out 
all my iniquity.”  

David desperately 
wanted to restore 
the intimate 
relationship he 
once enjoyed 
with God.  This 
undoubtedly 

suffered during 
his affair with Bath-

sheba and all the 
deceptive machina-

tions that followed.  He 
was mindful of God’s unconditional 
love and knew that the Lord was 
ready to forgive and help him 
move forward, even though he 
had committed a heinous deed.  

In his grief-stricken condition David 
cried out; “Create in me a pure heart, 
O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 
within me.  Do not cast me from your 
presence or take your Holy Spirit from 
me.  Restore to me the joy of your 
salvation and grant me a willing spirit 
to sustain me...my sacrifice O God, is 
a broken spirit; a broken and contrite 
heart you, God, will not despise.”  
Here is the pinnacle of a beautiful 
story about how God’s amazing 
grace heals the broken hearted 
and transforms our lives in Christ.  

Today, we are bombarded by an 
endless stream of ‘bathing on the 
rooftop’ scenarios.  Temptation beck-
ons around every corner; far more 
alluring than was ever imaginable 
during David’s era.  Instantly available 
at the click of a button!  Families are 
being torn apart by adultery and the 
Christian community is no exception. 

A repentant pastor testifies; “My 
addiction and adultery all took 
place while serving as a pastor.  A 

20 year addiction to pornogra-
phy, chat rooms and illicit phone 
calls...my wife had had enough...
her despair over our marriage 
and the 8 years of hurt I put her 
through left her clinically depressed, 
filled with anxiety and faithless.  

I cried out to God and Jesus has 
done far more abundantly than I 
could think or imagine.  I know today 
that I am free, redeemed, deliv-
ered, unchained...By God’s grace, 
what I thought was impossible is 
now my testimony.  The chains that 
bound me for decades are gone.  
The blood of Jesus has washed 
me clean!   God has even seen fit 
to restore my dead marriage.”

We are all flawed members of 
the human race and vulnera-
ble to making mistakes, some-
times of the worst kind.

Consider the comforting words of 
Hebrews 4:14-16 “Therefore, since 
we have a great high priest who has 
ascended into heaven, Jesus the 
Son of God, let us hold firmly to the 
faith we profess.  For we do not have 
a high priest who is unable to feel 
sympathy for our weaknesses, but we 
have one who has been tempted in 
every way, just as we are-yet he did 
not sin.  Let us then approach God’s 
throne of grace with confidence, so 
that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help us in our time of need.”  

Jesus abides in our humanity and 
relates to our weaknesses.  His grace 
is always ready to touch our lives...
healing our brokenness in every 
way, personally, emotionally and 
psychologically.  Proverbs 24:16 
says, “For though the righteous fall 
seven times they rise again” and 
Micah 7:8 adds, “Though I have 
fallen, I will rise. Though I sit in dark-
ness, the Lord will be my light.”

To quote US Judge and Senator, 
Hugh White (1773 - 1840) “When you 
make a mistake, don’t look back at 
it long. Take the reason of the thing 
into your mind and then look forward. 
Mistakes are lessons of wisdom.  
The past cannot be changed. 
The future is yet in your power.”

Yes!  When we mess up big time, 
Christ’s unfailing love and forgive-
ness will bestow upon us a peace 
of mind that surpasses all under-
standing (Philippians 4:7).  Jesus 
has given us the freedom to walk 
in the melody of his grace, as he 
empowers us through the indwelling 
presence of the Holy Spirit to make 
a fresh new beginning, no matter 
what we have done in the past. 

Soul searching often 
helps us identify certain 
ongoing destructive life-
style patterns that may 
be hurting us and others
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I fondly remember my dad as 
being a self-styled philosopher. 
He would often say, “there’s 

only one kind of government that 
really works, and that is a benev-
olent dictator!” 

All of us listening would object fiercely. 
“There’s no such thing as a benev-
olent dictator, Dad. Look at Hitler, 
Stalin, Idi Amin, Mussolini, Fidel Castro. 
They all messed up.” Then Dad 
would mention Antonio de Oliviera 
Salazar of Portugal, who gradually 
became more and more powerful 
during his rule from 1932 until 1970. 

And indeed, he seems to have been 
something of a benevolent dicta-
tor. He re-drafted Portugal’s systems 
along authoritarian lines, kept the 
country out of World War II, equipped 
the merchant navy and the national 
airline and improved rural educa-
tion. Most interestingly, he lived in 

frugal simplicity. He was one of the 
few in history who ruled unselfishly.

People have been experiment-
ing with various forms of govern-
ment since the dawn of history. 

Back in the time of ancient Israel, 
God spelled out to his chosen people 
exactly how the nation should be 
governed. Moses was in charge, 
carrying God’s instruction directly 
to the people. This was theocracy,  
God’s perfect way of governing. 
But the people were not satisfied 
with an invisible God. They began 
to look enviously at the nations 
around them, wanting to have a 
king. These gentile kings lived in 
luxury and power, and were all but 
worshipped by their subjects. Why 
did the Israelites desire a king? Why 
did they eventually even demand a 
king? Perhaps the temple prostitutes 

were a magnetic attraction, much 
like internet porn today. Things got 
worse and worse and King Manasseh 
of Judah seems to have hit bottom 
as far as idolatry is concerned. “He 
burned his own son as a sacrificial 
offering. He practised black magic 
and fortune telling. He held séances, 
and consulted spirits from the under-
world.” (2 Kings 21:6 Message bible). 

As we say, the rest is history – the 
sad saga of failure upon failure 
occupies a fair section of the Bible. 
Sometimes a king would return 
to keeping God’s laws, and the 
land would prosper for a while. But 
first the northern kingdom of Israel 
and later the kingdom of Judah 
succumbed to inevitable failure. 
Human kings were not the answer.

In recent times we have tried commu-
nism, socialism, capitalism, democ-

AND THE 

GOVERNMENT 
SHALL BE UPON 

HIS SHOULDER

Hilary Jacobs

Hitler
Mussolini

Idi Amin
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racy and some variations on these. 

Winston Churchill, Prime Minister of 
Great Britain during World War II, 
was known for his witty remarks. He 
said, “democracy is the worst form 
of government except for 
all the others that have 
been tried,” and, “the 
inherent vice of capi-
talism is the unequal 
sharing of bless-
ings; the inherent 
virtue of socialism 
is the equal shar-
ing of miseries.”

The prophet Jere-
miah pinpointed 
the problem. “The 
heart is deceitful 
above all things, and 
beyond cure. Who can 
understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9). 

About three hundred years before 
Jeremiah’s time, God had warned 
Israel about the dangers of being 

ruled by a king. In 1 Samuel 11-18 
we read of a whole list of problems 
a king would create. “He will take 
the best of your fields and vineyards 
and olive groves and give them to 

his attendants. He will take a  
tenth of your grain and 

vintage and give it 
to his officials and 

attendants (vers-
es 14-15).” Does 
any of this sound 
familiar? Why do 
greed and self 
interest seem to 
rise to the surface 

and spill out in 
corruption and 

violence? Jeremiah 
had the answer!

But the prophet  Isaiah 
had the solution. 

“For unto us a child is born, to us a 
son is given, and the government will 
be on his shoulders. And he will be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. Of the increase of his govern-
ment and peace there will be no 
end. He will reign on David’s throne 
and over his kingdom, establishing 
and upholding it with justice and 
righteousness from that time on and 
forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
will accomplish this” (Isaiah 9:6-7).

My dad never understood who Jesus 
was. He lived through two world 
wars, and witnessed a great deal of 
suffering with no apparent solution. 

But he wasn’t altogether wrong 
about the benevolent dictator. 
One day I will be able to say to 
him, “Dad, you were right! You 
just had no idea who the benev-
olent dictator was going to be.”

“democracy is the 
worst form of 

government except 
for all the others that 

have been tried”

Fidel Castro
Stalin

Idi Amin
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I couldn’t believe my eyes. I was 
browsing through the obituary 
section when I saw his name. 

It couldn’t be. But it was.  A dear 
school friend had died.

The memories came flooding back 
– the sports, the music, the girl 
friends....  As I cast my mind back to 
the good times we shared together 
I couldn’t help thinking about how 
precious friendships are – and how 
easily we take them for granted.         

How do we live wisely in our friend-
ships? What are some building blocks 
we can forge in our relationships?    

When Proverbs speaks of friends, 
loyalty seems to be the strongest 
feature emphasized. “A friend is 
always loyal (Proverbs 17:17 NLT) and 
“A real friend will be more loyal than 
a brother” (Proverbs 18:24  NCV). A 
true friend is reliable. A true friend is 
there for you in good times and bad. 
A true friend will not let you go to ruin. 
Are you that kind of friend? Do you 
have a friend like that? If so, cherish 
that friend.  But how can we do that? 

No better gift

Recently I read the life story of C.S. 
Lewis. I discovered that he considered 
friends to be amongst the greatest 
joys and blessings of his life. His strong 
friendship with J R R Tolkien was 
legendary. But this strong friendship 
didn’t just happen. It was deepened, 
forged and nurtured by time spent 
together.  Lewis called those special 
times “the golden sessions.” That was 
when “four or five of us after a hard 
day’s walking have come to our inn; 
when our slippers are on, our feet 
spread out towards the blaze and 
our drinks at our elbows; when the 
whole world, and something beyond 
the world, opens itself to our minds as 
we talk; and no one has any claim 
on or any responsibility for anoth-
er, but all are freemen and equals 
as if we had first met an hour ago, 
while at the same time an Affection 
mellowed by the years enfolds us. 
Life—natural life—has no better gift to 
give. Who could have deserved it?”1

 If it hadn’t been for the friendship 
between Tolkien and Lewis, the world 
would likely never have seen The 
‘Narnia Chronicles’, ‘The Lord of the 

Rings’, ‘The Hobbit’ and much else.

Don’t underestimate the value of 
spending time with friends. Solomon 
wrote “As iron sharpens iron, so a 
friend sharpens a friend” (Proverbs 
27:17 NLT). When iron blades are 
rubbed together, each becomes 
sharper and thus more effective. 
When we spend time with our friends 
relaxing, laughing, listening and 
encouraging one another we sharp-
en one another. Through 
his close friendship with 
Tolkien, Lewis became 
a Christian. Lewis 
in turn provided 
a matchless gift 
that Tolkien later 
described: “The 
unpayable debt 
that I owe him was 
not ‘influence’ as it is 
ordinarily understood, 
but sheer encourage-
ment. He was for long my 
only audience. Only from him did I 
ever get the idea that my ‘stuff’ could 
be more than a private hobby. But for 
his interest and unceasing eagerness 
for more, I should never have brought 
‘The Lord of the Rings’ to a conclu-
sion.”2 Interestingly, a powerful theme 
in the book is the beauty of friendship.  

Bringing out the best

But time with friends can be more 
than laughing, encouraging and 
sharing a meal together. It’s also 
about being vulnerable, transpar-
ent and challenging one another. 
A good friend is not someone who 
necessarily agrees with everything 
you do and say - it’s somebody 
who lovingly challenges you and 
brings out the best of you. Proverbs 
27:6 tells us that “Wounds from a 
friend can be trusted”. We all need 
a friend who is not afraid to give 
us positive criticism - even if it hurts  
When we respond correctly to the 
criticisms, they will ultimately build 
us up, making us better equipped 
to handle anything life throws at us. 
Of course, criticise in the right way 
at the right time and make sure you 
are a true friend too (Proverbs 27:9).  

“Tolkien needed a ‘critical friend’, 
a mentor who would encourage 
and criticise, affirm and improve, 

his writing – above all, someone 
who would force him to bring it to 
completion.... Tolkien was a niggling 
perfectionist.... Someone had to 
help him conquer his perfectionism. 
And what Tolkien needed he found 
in Lewis.... Lewis would become the 
chief midwife to one of the great 
works of twentieth-century litera-
ture – Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings.”3 

Making friends and keeping friend-
ships alive takes time. Make time. 

Do you have strong friend-
ships? If so nurture 

them.  If you don’t 
have good friends, 

perhaps the 
reason is you 
are not being 
a good friend. 
If you don’t 
have a true 

friend ask God 
for one. Lewis 

wrote: “In friend-
ship...we think we 

have chosen our peers. 
In reality a few years’ differ-

ence in the dates of our births, a 
few more miles between certain 
houses, the choice of one university 
instead of another...the accident 
of a topic being raised or not raised 
at a first meeting - any of these 
chances might have kept us apart.

 But for a Christian, there are, strict-
ly speaking no chances. A secret 
master of ceremonies has been at 
work. Christ, who said to the disci-
ples, ‘You have not chosen me, but 
I have chosen you,’ can truly say to 
every group of Christian friends, ‘You 
have not chosen one another but I 
have chosen you for one another.’ 
The friendship is not a reward for 
our discriminating and good taste 
in finding one another out. It is the 
instrument by which God reveals to 
each of us the beauties of others.” 4

As Lewis saw it, friendship was as 
close to heaven as we can get in 
this world. Forging and nurturing 
friendships is not only important – it is 
more spiritual than we may realise!

1 C.S.Lewis, The Four Loves
2 C.S.Lewis, The Four Loves
3 C.S. Lewis, A Life
4 C.S. Lewis, The Four Loves: Alister McGrath

Gordon Green

We all need a friend 
who is not afraid to 

give us positive 
criticism - even 

if it hurts

Face to Face | www.face2face.org.za  - 21 



22 - Face to Face | www.face2face.org.za



In the USA, we have just cele-
brated the holiday of Thanks-
giving.

The traditions observed on Thanks-
giving don’t have associations with 
the Bible or Christianity, but ‘giving 
thanks’ is most certainly a bibli-
cal idea. In fact most Christians, 
whether or not they live in America, 
celebrate a form of ‘thanksgiving’ 
more often than they realize.

A Christian celebration that most 
of us are familiar with is Commu-
nion or the Lord’s Supper. Some 
churches call this ‘The Eucharist,’ 
which comes from the Greek word 
‘eucharistia’, meaning – you guessed 
it – thanksgiving. So wherever and 
whoever we are, when we take 
the symbols of the blood and body 
of Jesus, we are truly giving thanks 
and celebrating our life in Christ.

Here is something else you may find 
interesting. As you probably know, 
the ceremony of communion has its 
roots in the Jewish Passover. Part of 
the traditional Passover celebration 
is a hymn called ‘Dayenu’. Essen-
tially, the Hebrew word ‘Dayenu’ 

means, “It would have been enough 
for us.” It is sung as a response after 
merciful and saving acts of God 
are recalled from the Hebrew bible 
– events like the parting of the Red 
Sea, the giving of the Sabbath, or 
the completion of the temple. There 
are fifteen stanzas sung in all. The 
idea behind the hymn is that if God 
gave Israel just one of these bless-
ings, “it would have been enough.”

Those physical interventions in the 
history of ancient Israel are not part 
of our modern history, but they do 
give us a wonderful reminder of God’s 
saving actions in our lives today. Just 
as God saved Israel in the parting 
of the Red Sea, he has saved us 
from drowning in sinfulness. Just as 
he gave Israel the Sabbath, he has 
given us rest in a new life in Christ. 
And just as he completed the temple 
by taking up residence in it, he now 
lives in us. We too can say, “If he 
had only given us one of these bless-
ings, it would have been enough.”

Our national day of Thanksgiving 
is a good time for us to stop and 
think about how often we should 

say “Dayenu” when we think of 
what God has done for us.

Jesus went to the Cross, where he 
was crucified, died, and buried. But, 
he then rose from the grave, defeat-
ing death – inviting us to follow and 
do the same. He ascended to the 
Father and is taking us with him.

And God continues to do more! It 
did not stop with the Incarnation of 
Jesus, or the miracles Jesus performed 
while on Earth. In the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus, God did not just 
do what needed to be done for us, 
he continues to do all that can possi-
bly be done to secure our salvation.

I believe God is always moving and 
moves beyond our imaginations. 
As Paul wrote to the Ephesians,  
God does “more than we ask or 
think” (Ephesians 3:20). So just as 
Israel sang a rising crescendo of 
thanksgiving with “Dayenu”, let 
gratitude be our crescendo for the 
one who is worthy of our praise.

‘Would have 
been enough’

Joseph Tkach 
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