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EDITORIAL
Dear friends,

As is appropriate at this time of 
year, I’ve been reading through the 
account of Christ’s crucifixion. One 
of the aspects that struck me most 
strongly about the entire account 
was that of the thief on the cross.

Two criminals were crucified along 
with Jesus that day, one on either 
side of him. The first rebuked and 
mocked him, going along with the 
rest of the crowd; “Some Messiah 
you are! Save yourself! Save us!”  

However, the second saw 
something special about the One hanging beside him on 
the cross. He had witnessed the entire crucifixion from up 
close. He had seen Christ being beaten, spat on and ridi-
culed, all without any retaliation or anger towards his tormen-
tors. He could see there was something different about this 
man who had been proclaimed ‘King of the Jews’. 

He rebuked the other criminal; “Have you no fear of God? You’re 
getting the same as him. We deserve this, but not him - he did 
nothing to deserve this.” Then he uttered this simple sentence, 
“Jesus, remember me when you enter your kingdom.” 

What a mess his life had turned out to be. He had led the life of 
a criminal and eventually his lifestyle had caught up with him. 
He was facing his darkest hour and he knew it. There was no 
time left to live a changed life; his time was now numbered in 
hours and minutes, not even days. So, in his time of hopeless-
ness and darkness he turned to the only One who could help.

And Jesus’ response to this man who had lived a life of sin is 
a testimony to God’s unwavering love for each of us, and a 
lesson to us all. No rebuking for a life wasted, and definitely no 
condemnation is recorded. Christ in fact comforts him; “Don’t 
worry, I will.” he said, “Today you will join me in Paradise.”

If only we would learn from this last lesson left us by our Saviour; 
when life looks hopeless, when we have messed up big time and are 
facing our darkest moments, even though brought on by our own 
lifestyle, God won’t turn his back on us. He is there, waiting, hoping 
that we will turn to him, because he has paid the price for our sin 
and wants nothing more than to welcome us into His Kingdom. 

And this is the Good news that we proclaim 
through Face to Face Magazine.

Happy reading!

Tim



OUR VISION

“Living and sharing life  
changing Hope, with all kinds of 

people in all kinds of places”

OUR MISSION

1.   Face to Face seeks to become a 
trustworthy Christian Media Ministry 
with a reputation for quality content, 
balanced theology and thought 
provoking articles and programmes.

2.  Face to Face is committed to 
bringing a positive and practical 
Christian perspective on everyday 
issues facing ordinary people. Its 
content is biblically based, relation-
al, inspirational and informative.

3.  Face to Face undertakes to engage 
individuals from a wide range of 
national and cultural backgrounds. 
It seeks to reflect perspectives 
across these cultural boundaries 
fairly, accurately and respectfully.

4.  Face to Face seeks to inspire readers 
to embrace the gospel and live a 
grace-centred life in Jesus Christ.

5.  Face to Face seeks to cultivate 
a cooperative and constructive 
engagement with leaders and 
communities across a broad 
spectrum of Christian faiths.

OUR VALUES
1.  Respect for human cultural diversity 

2.  All people, without exception, are of 
equal value and spiritual potential

3.  Responsible theological methods  
and exegesis of Scripture

4.  Trustworthiness and 
earned credibility  

5.  Building relationships individ-
ually and in community
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Max Lucado

Some months ago I was late 
to catch a plane out of the 
San Antonio airport. 

I wasn’t terribly late, but I was late 
enough to be bumped and have my 
seat given to a stand-by passenger.
When the ticket agent told me that 
I would have to miss the flight, I put 
to work my best persuasive powers.
“But the flight hasn’t left yet.”
“Yes, but you got here too late.”
“I got here before the plane 
left; is that too late?”
“The regulation says 
you must arrive ten 
minutes before 
the flight is sched-
uled to depart. 
That was two 
minutes ago.”
“But, ma’am,” I 
pleaded, “I’ve got 
to be in Houston 
by this evening.”
She was patient 
but firm. “I’m sorry, 
sir, but the rules say 
passengers must be at 
the gate ten minutes before 
scheduled departure time.”
“I know what the rules say,” I 
explained. “But I’m not asking for 
justice; I’m asking for mercy.”
She didn’t give it to me.
But God does. Even though by 
the ‘book’ I’m guilty, by God’s 
love I get another chance. Even 
though by the law I’m indicted, 
by mercy I’m given a fresh start.
“For it is by grace you have 
been saved…not by works, so 
that no one can boast.”
No other world religion offers such 
a message. All others demand 

the right performance, the right 
sacrifice, the right chant, the right 
ritual, the right séance or experi-
ence. Theirs is a kingdom of trade-
offs and barterdom. You do this, 
and God will give you that.
The result? Either arrogance 
or fear. Arrogance if you think 
you’ve achieved it, fear if 
you think you haven’t.
Christ’s kingdom is just the opposite. It 
is a kingdom for the poor. A kingdom 
where membership is granted, not 

purchased. You are placed 
into God’s kingdom. You 

are ‘adopted’. And 
this occurs not when 

you do enough, but 
when you admit 
you can’t do 
enough. You don’t 
earn it; you simply 
accept it. As a 
result, you serve, 
not out of arro-
gance or fear, but 

out of gratitude.
I recently read a 

story of a woman who 
for years was married 

to a harsh husband. 
Each day he would leave 

her a list of chores to complete 
before he returned at the end of 
the day. “Clean the yard. Stack the 
firewood. Wash the windows….”
If she didn’t complete the tasks, 
she would be greeted with his 
explosive anger. But even if she 
did complete the list, he was 
never satisfied; he would always 
find inadequacies in her work.
After several years, the husband 
passed away. Some time later 
she remarried, this time to a 
man who lavished her with 
tenderness and adoration.
One day, while going through a 
box of old papers, the wife discov-

ered one of her first husband’s 
lists. And as she read the sheet, 
a realization caused a tear of 
joy to splash on the paper.
“I’m still doing all these things, 
and no one has to tell me. I 
do it because I love him.”
That is the unique characteristic of 
the new kingdom. Its subjects don’t 
work in order to go to heaven; they 
work because they are going to 
heaven. Arrogance and fear are 
replaced with gratitude and joy!
You’re in Bethany. The home 
of Lazarus and his sisters Mary 
and Martha. Peer through the 
window…what do you see?
There’s Martha, sleeves rolled up 
and ready to serve, an Energizer® 
bunny—reliable, hardworking Martha.
Over there is Mary. On her knees. 
While Martha serves with her 
hands, Mary lifts her hands in 
praise and prayer. For she loves 
to worship, she lives to pray.
And Lazarus? He’s talking about 
Jesus. He’s sharing his pinch-me-I’m-
dreaming testimony. “Because of 
Lazarus many of the Jews were…
believing in Jesus” (John 12:11).
Marthas who serve, Marys who pray, 
and Lazaruses who testify—all seat-
ed at the table together. In God’s 
house, each one plays a different 
role. But each one is needed.

The one who worships
needs
the one who proclaims
needs
the one who serves
needs
the one who worships. 

Reprinted with permission

All other religions demand 
the right performance, the 

right sacrifice, the right 
chant, the right ritual, the 

right séance or experience.

Your place at his table
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“May I never boast 
except in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through which the world 
has been crucified to me, and 
I to the world.” Galatians 6:14 
(NIVUK) 
Does the cross of Jesus Christ embar-
rass you? This week news came out 
about a survey in the UK concerning 
belief in God. From the responses to 
the poll it was projected that around 
20% of people are pleased to say 
that they are atheists. It was also 
suggested that many Christians are 
reluctant to talk openly about their 
faith or to make it known to others.

When Paul wrote to the Galatians 
some people wanted to cover up 
any association with the cross. They 
were doing so in order to avoid 
being victimized or persecuted. 
Not only that but they preferred to 
be known as Jews instead of Chris-
tians. After all, the Romans tolerated 

Judaism but were suspect of this 
new Christianity. Would it not be 
safer to appear to be Jewish? Surely 
God would understand. Therefore 
the Galatians were being encour-
aged to identify more with the Jews 
than with their fellow believers. 
Does this not sound reasonable?

Paul’s view was that we should be 
proud of the cross. We should boast 
in it and live out its actuality and 
symbolism in everything we do. The 
cross spelt out God’s way to him. 
Jesus chose the way of the cross and 
so should we. In claiming the cross as 
ours we surrender to God’s purpose. 
It was with reference to the cross that 
Jesus said to the Father “not what I 
will, but what you will” (Mark 14:36). 
Paul advocates a spiritual intimacy 
with the cross. Christians should not 
distance themselves from it but rather 
draw closer to it. Of course, he does 
not mean that we should worship 
it or make an idol of it: he means 

we should take delight in being 
involved with it and that the cross 
should reflect how we live our lives.

Later Paul wrote, “many live as 
enemies of the cross of Christ” 
(Philippians 3:18). In other words, 
their words and actions were 
against the cross. Their lifestyle was 
not one of total surrender to Jesus 
Christ. Rather they boasted about 
other things and other ideas.

As for us, let’s identify with our Lord, 
and speak up in support of the cross. 

Prayer

Father, to borrow the words of Paul, 
let your wonderful Holy Spirit lead me 
to “never boast except in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through which 
the world has been crucified to me, 
and I to the world”. In Jesus’ name.

Amen 

Speaking 

James Henderson

up for the cross

Face to Face | www.face2face.org.za  - 5 



Tony Goudie

Chad and I cling to each 
other in the roaring rip tide 
of the Persian Gulf. 

We can feel the sand under us 
being scoured by the strong 
undercurrent as we are turned 
and twisted in the rough sea.

Chad is about to die. As we hold 
on to each other in the waves, my 
mind goes back some 37 years to 
my own death. Tonight we have 
both rejoiced, for these are no 
ordinary deaths. This is baptism.

Last September I had the privilege of 
conducting Chad’s wedding. Now 
he and his wife and I rejoice at his 
burial. I plunge him briefly beneath 
the water, and then we wade ashore 
and let the warm air dry us. The 
Middle East sky is dark now and the 
humidity high. Pages of my Bible feel 
as clammy as damp blotting paper.

Oxymorons
How strange this must seem to those 
passing by. But then, much of Chris-
tianity seems strange—full of oxymo-
rons. An oxymoron is an apparently 
self-contradictory statement. They 
usually point out a poignant truth with 
wry humour. For example, efficient 
government, military intelligence, 
friendly fire and bitter sweet. And “he 
who will save his life must lose it.”

The idea is oxymoronic. That 
is just what Jesus intended—a 
symbolic burial that symboliz-
es the beginning of new life.

The Bible firmly reminds us that all 
have sinned, and have fallen short 
of the glory of God. Sin is a word 
that has lost its currency. But it still 
pays wages—which the Bible says 
is death. There is no escaping what 
that means. But Jesus Christ loves 
us so much that he has already 
paid the cost for our sinfulness. That 
means we can accept his love for 
us and in him start the new, clean 
life he has already prepared for us.

In our quieter moments we all know 
that there are things not right with our 
lives and not right with our attitude 
to others. Many go to their graves 
with those feelings. But the best 
way to go to your grave is to do so 
voluntarily—like my friend Chad.

Wanted dead and alive
The Bible explains that in our human 
state we are dead to God and 
alive to sin, and that he wants to 
reverse this condition. He wants 
us alive to him and dead to sin. 
He wants us dead and alive.

So how is this changed life to be 
achieved? It can’t—not by us. But 
Christ has done it for us. He both 

represents us before God and substi-
tutes for us before God. When we 
trust in Jesus, his death substitutes for 
ours, and he gives us new life in him. 
When we are “in Christ,” we are dead 
to sin in his death, and alive to God 
in his life. Being submerged in water 
is a way of picturing this transforma-
tion, this death to the old self and this 
resurrection to our new self in Christ.

In his letter to the Romans, St. Paul 
explains the idea behind baptism as a 
watery grave: “When we went under 
the water, we left the old country of 
sin behind; when we came up out of 
the water, we entered into the new 
country of grace—a new life in a new 
land!” (Romans 6:4, The Message).

That’s what baptism into the life of 
Jesus means. When we are lowered 
into the water, it is like the burial of 
Jesus, and our own burial; when we 
are raised up out of the water, it is 
like the resurrection of Jesus, and 
our own rise to new life as well.

Through his own Son who became 
one of us for this very purpose, our 
loving God provides our escape 
from the prison of sin and its death 
sentence, which has taken hold of 
us all. That’s why I buried my friend in 
the Persian Gulf. He was ready to go.

A Good Way to Go
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Embracing 
our true identity

In our high-tech world, all it 
takes to make a fake ID is 
some photo paper, a couple of 

laminating sheets and an ability 
to use retouching software. 
LiveScience.com surveyed 1000 
U.S. university students and found 
that two-thirds had fake IDs—typi-
cally used to gain entry to dance 
clubs and bars. While these students 
pretend to be someone they are 
not for the sake of entertainment, 
many people in our world experience 
the ongoing pain and frustration 
of a much deeper identity crisis.

In writing about this crisis, Henri 
Nouwen noted that for most people, 
identity is a function of three factors: 
what they do, what others say about 
them and what they possess. When 
they do well, they feel good about 
themselves. But when they do poorly, 
they feel bad. When the apostle Paul 
assessed himself by his own perfor-
mance he declared this: “What a 
wretched man I am!” (Romans 7:24). 
Fortunately, Paul learned that his 
true identity resided in Christ, not in 
his own Law-based performance.

When our identity is grounded in 
the factors mentioned by Nouw-
en, our emotions will run the full 
gamut. When we’re affirmed, we’ll 
feel good. But when people speak 
ill of us, we’ll be devastated. This is 
especially true when people speak 
religious-sounding “you are not” 
statements like these: “You are not 
known by God—not forgiven—not 
worthy—not important—not loved.” 
Such statements cause us to ques-
tion our value and can lead to 
a self-identity that is grounded in 
shame and even self-loathing.

Self sufficient?
Sadly, much of humanity lives under 
the terrible burden of a badly mistak-
en identity. Why? Because they 
do not know Jesus the incarnate, 
crucified, ascended Son of God 
and Son of man. Not knowing they 
are God’s beloved children in union 
with Christ, they think that they are 
self-sufficient and must make their 
own way. But an identity disconnect-

ed from the truth about humanity in 
Christ, is a mistaken one that leads 
eventually to frustration and pain.

What people need is to hear is the 
message proclaimed by the angels 
to shepherds on the night of Jesus’ 
birth: “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great joy 
for all the people.” This news comes 
with a wonderful promise: “Peace 
to those on whom his [God’s] 
favour rests.” Yes, there is 
joy and peace in know-
ing that God sent 
his Son to become 
one of us, to speak 
our language, to 
feel our pain and 
to show us that 
God forgives us 
no matter what 
we’ve done. 
Even when we try 
to run from him, 
or act as if he is not 
there, or refuse his 
help, God remains our 
loving Father, our Abba. 
That good news of God’s grace 
defines our true identity as God’s 
beloved children. It’s good news that 
needs to be shared with others—
indeed, doing so is our mission.

Evil hurts
The reality of God’s love and grace 
does not mean that God has turned 
a blind eye to evil. No, God hates 
evil because it hurts his children. 
Evil destroys right relationship with 
God and promotes lies about his 
nature and character. In Jesus, God 
dealt decisively with evil—taking 
upon himself the suffering it brings, 
showing that he alone has the right 
to forgive sin. In Christ, the barrier 
between God and humanity caused 
by evil is torn down. This truth calls 
upon us to live in the light of who 
God is and who we are in relation-
ship with him. Yes, we can return 
to a fake identity if that’s what we 
want, but who would want that?

Scripture is clear: we were dead 
but now are alive; lost but now 
are found (Luke 15:24). We were 
dead in sin but now are alive to 

God in Christ (Romans 6:11). We 
were in darkness but now the light 
of Christ has dispelled the darkness 
(2 Peter 1:19). Remember Paul’s 
words to the church at Corinth:

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he 
is a new creation; the old has gone, 
the new has come! All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us the minis-

try of reconciliation: that God 
was reconciling the world 

to himself in Christ, not 
counting men’s sins 

against them. And 
he has committed 
to us the message 
of reconciliation. 
We are therefore 
Christ’s ambassa-
dors, as though 
God were making 

his appeal through 
us. We implore 

you on Christ’s 
behalf: Be recon-

ciled to God. God 
made him who had no sin 

to be sin for us, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness 
of God” (2 Corinthians 5:17-21).

From God’s perspective, the astound-
ing change from “out of Christ” 
(dead) to “in Christ” (alive) took 
place in an instant. But for us, it’s 
often a long journey of awakening to 
this stunning reality. It can take time 
to fully embrace the truth of our true 
identity in Christ. That identity is not a 
function of what we do, what others 
say about us, or what we possess. Our 
true identity is in Christ—our sharing in 
who he is and what he has done. It’s 
also based on what Christ continues 
to do—on his continuing ministry by 
which he administers God’s uncondi-
tional love and grace to undeserving 
sinners. What the Father said to Jesus 
at his baptism, he now says to us: 
“You are my child, whom I love; with 
you I am well pleased.” That, dear 
one is your true identity. Embrace it!

Joseph Tkach

An identity disconnected 
from the truth about human-

ity in Christ, is a mistaken 
one that leads eventually to 

frustration and pain.
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“Lander control has 
confirmed that it 
received 

a touch down signal. 
Philae is fine. The anchor did not 
shoot. The comet may be soft. Tank 
opening failure has been confirmed. 
It was not a sensor problem.” 

“We’re still good. Right?” 

This was live streaming of conversa-
tions taking place from the controllers 
at the European Space Agency on 
the landing of the probe Philae on 
the comet Churyumov-Geraimenko 
(commonly known as 67P). The land-
ing was considered a success, yet it 
did not go completely according to 
plan. It did not land exactly where 
the scientists and engineers wanted 
it to and then to make matters worse, 
it bounced and landed lopsided 
against an incline and the anchors 
that were supposed to fire and 
secure the probe on the comet’s 
surface failed to do so. Furthermore, 
laying in the shadow of the small 

cliff the probe’s batteries quickly ran 
down and could not be recharged 
by the probe’s solar panels.

Philae has been on a 10 year, 500 
million kilometre journey aboard the 
Rosetta space probe, from earth 
to rendezvous with the comet 67P. 
Quite an incredible human feat if 
you think about it. The part that is 
intriguing is that after years of plan-
ning and more years of travel the 
probe could have completely failed. 
No one involved could guarantee 
100% success. No wonder, that even 
with some major failures everyone 
still saw it as a great success. 

How much more astounding then is 
the salvation plan of God? This plan 
was worked out and put into motion 
before humans (or the earth) even 
existed. Ephesians 1:4-6 states cate-
gorically that we were chosen to be 
part of the relationship enjoyed by 
the Triune-God even before God 
created the earth on which we were 
put (Ephesians 1:4-6). Through the 
ages this ‘space travel’ plan was 

hinted at or revealed to people. 
After the fall of mankind, God himself 
told Adam and Eve about this plan 
(Genesis 3:1-24; especially v15). 
Thousands of years after Adam and 
Eve, God reveals some of the plan 
to Isaiah in one of the most detailed 
descriptions up to that time (Isaiah 
53). The whole chapter is summarised 
in verse 12 (which, although written 
before the event uses the past tense 
as if it had already happened). “For 
he bore the sin of many and made 
intercession for the transgressors.”

Amazingly, as only God can do, 
there was no Plan B or C. There was 
just the guaranteed, failure-proof, 
solid, indestructible – Plan A. In other 
words, God did not have to quick-
ly come up with plan B (in Jesus) 
when plan A (in Adam) failed. Jesus 
is the only plan and he is Plan A. 
At a precise point in human history 
God himself would travel millions of 
kilometres through space and land 
on planet earth (so to speak). 

Maybe it is just human nature and our 

Johannes Maree

Planet earth: 
God’s perfect mission
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numerous failures, that we sometimes 
get this idea that God must have 
had some backup plan in case the 
one with Jesus on earth failed. Many 
people have the idea that the salva-
tion plan in itself was a backup plan 
needed to rescue mankind, because 
they had unfortunately failed in the 
Garden of Eden. This is not so.  

At no stage during the incarna-
tion of the Son of God was there a 
comment or conversation that includ-
ed the words, ‘Failure’, or, ‘We’re 
still good. Right?’ as was the case 
with the probe Philae. Sometimes 
we have this idea that at times Jesus 
came close to failing. For example, 
during his temptation by Satan in 
the wilderness (Matthew 4), or in the 
garden of Gethsemane where Jesus 
sweated blood (Mark 14; Luke 22).

Be assured that Satan had no chance 
against Jesus and the salvation plan 
of God. That evil cannot triumph over 
good. This is important to understand 
because if we think this way we might 
also start to think that maybe I as a 

person might not make it. There is a 
song called ‘Spanish Train’ by Chris 
de Burgh, in which he sings about 
how Jesus and Satan are playing 
cards for the souls of humans. God 
wins a few hands (souls), but Satan 
cheats with the proverbial ace up 
the sleeve and wins most of the 
souls. Although a catchy tune, this is 
a pathetically ignorant song. Unfor-
tunately there are many that think 
this way. The salvation plan is not a 
gamble as illustrated in a card game 
of poker. It is a blessed assurance.  

It is true that at times we can look at 
this messed up world and feel that 
evil is triumphing over good. That 
maybe, just maybe, God’s salva-
tion did fail or is failing. The Apostle 
John, while imprisoned on the island 
of Patmos, was privileged to be 
transported into the future and see 
the unfolding reality of Jesus return-
ing to earth in triumph. He saw the 
future where all those who desired 
to be with Jesus were raised from 
the dead and caught up with those 

still alive to meet him in the clouds. 
He saw the coming reality of a new 
heaven and a new earth and where 
(as recorded in Revelation 21:4) he 
wipes every tear from our eyes and 
there is no more death or mourning 
or crying or pain, for the old order 
of things have passed forever.

“Control the mission has 
been a resounding success. 
Jesus has returned” 

Note: The author does not wish to 
create the false impression that 
Jesus and God the Father are some-
where far off in heaven. It needs to 
be clearly understood that although 
God is in heaven he is all around and 
ever present, just as is Jesus Christ. The 
focal idea that, unlike human plans, 
God’s plan never fails. 
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Antihistamine
for the soul

One of the scariest events 
in my life was when we 
offered to look after a pet 

bird, a cockatiel or a budgie for 
a friend. My eldest daughter was 
less than a year old at the time.
Even though this occurred more than 
34 years ago, I can still see the scene 
as I walked into the lounge, seeing her 
sitting on the floor with a happy face, 
but blown up to look like the Buddha 
statues that adorn some homes. 

There are many people whose lives 
are at risk from a bee sting, or even 
peanuts. Some can become phys-
ically ill if they eat a pizza, or drink 
too much cows’ milk. Yet others 

must avoid all wheat products. All 
wheat products? Are you kidding!? 
We call bread ‘the staff of life’. The 
wheat family has sustained most of 
animal and human life on this plan-
et from the beginning. So much 
so, that when Jesus calls himself 
‘the bread of life’, that has been 
one of the easiest metaphors to 
understand in all ages. Methuselah 
would have grasped it just as easi-
ly as a child in preschool today.

Yet the staff of life can result 
in a lot of misery for some and 
even threaten their lives. Some-
where, we took a really serious 
wrong turn, and in the process 

we seem to have lost our way.

Spiritual allergies
But, believe it or not, there is a 
far more serious allergy which 
we may be unaware of.

Have you noticed how some 
Christians will react to the word 
‘works’? It is as if their intellec-
tual arteries constrict and their 
brains freeze so that every thought 
they think becomes a stutter. 

The reason for this is that for far too 
many Jesus’ life ended at Calvary 
on the cross. Worse, they collapse 
the period between Jesus’ birth and 
death into a ritualistic fulfilment of 

Elmar Roberg
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the Old Covenant and the Law.

The fact though, is that Calvary, for 
us, is not the end, but a beginning. 
Of course, even for Jesus it was not 
the end, but simply a turning point 
in his ministry to mankind. Some 
Christian leaders and teachers have 
recognised the problem that too 
many have become stuck, like a 
car in deep sticky mud, in a gospel 
which is completely focused on 
salvation, and ends when one has 
been saved. There is nothing to 
follow, other than a bunch of fuzzy 
ideas about ‘the life in Christ’ (which 
consists of ‘worship’ which has been 
reduced down to listening to and 
participating in Gospel music, and 
reading Christian books), and going 
to heaven after one dies without 
having any idea what one would 
be doing for all eternity in heaven.

Now, please don’t misunderstand 
me. I am not against Gospel music. I 
am not campaigning against Chris-
tian books or against participat-
ing in worship at church. 

Salvation, for us, is not 
an end. It is a begin-
ning – even for 
God. Yes! It is the 
beginning of a 
new life for us, and 
a new relationship 
with us, for God!

It was probably 
because of his 
intense interest in true 
science and his deep 
regard for the founding 
fathers of our faith that Thom-
as F Torrance developed a passion 
to search for a better understanding 
of who God is. In the process, he 
discovered the extent to which Greek 
– pagan dualism -  had infected 
Church teachings, not least regard-
ing the nature of God. That there is 
no separation between the being of 
God, the I AM, and what God does. 
Like light, which at the same time is a 
particle and a wave, so God is at the 
same time one Being in three persons 
and love. Every time we call God ‘he,’ 
we are acknowledging His being, and 
whenever we say ‘God is love’ we 
are acknowledging what he does.

It was the great work of Athanasius, 
a 4th century deacon that culmi-
nated in the Council of Nicaea 
and the formulation of the Nicene 
Creed.  Athanasius opposed the 
prevailing teaching of much of the 
church known as ‘Arianism’, namely 
that Jesus was a created being who 
was not always God. The Nicene 
Creed has become the single most 
important and unifying statement 
of faith for the whole Christian 

Church for the last 1700 years.

Amazingly, science has shown us 
that pure white light is made up of 
a perfect combining of pure red 
light, pure green light, and pure 
blue light. And so also in nature, 
in white light these three are one. 
And what’s more, good science 
was able to discover and confirm 
that the speed of light was one reli-
able constant1  in the universe.

Contracts and Covenants
Following on his brother Thomas, 
James B Torrance further clarified our 
understanding of covenants when 
he showed the difference between 
contract and covenant. Sadly, the 
Latin Bible, which was more influen-
tial in church teaching than even 
the King James Version, compound-
ed the problem by using the Latin 
word for ‘contract’. A contract has 
conditions. A contract is only fulfilled 
when all conditions have been met.

A covenant on the other hand, 
has no conditions. It does, 

however, have obliga-
tions. Every person 

who intends to get 
married (enter 
into the Biblical 
marriage cove-
nant) knows that 
life cannot be the 
same once the 

words ‘I do’ have 
been expressed 

and accepted. 

Participation is foun-
dational to a covenant. 

A contract can involve inde-
pendent execution, but a cove-
nant requires joint action by both 
parties to be successful. And so it 
is with the New Covenant that has 
been written in Jesus blood. When 
we die with him, we are also resur-
rected with him as new persons. 

What’s more, these new persons 
have ascended with Jesus into the 
heavens and are seated with him, 
and in him at the right hand of God 
(Ephesians 2:6; Colossians 3.1). 

Why? For our benefit? No, not really. 
The benefit that each of us receives is 
simply contingent on God’s purpose 
which is to reconcile the whole of 
creation to himself (Oops! There 
is another allergic reaction – am I 
suggesting Universalism? No way! But 
that is another story for another day).

Yes, there is nothing we can do to 
earn God’s love expressed in his 
saving grace, which we call ‘salva-
tion.’ Paul emphasises this in Ephe-
sians 2:8-10 and many other places.

Everything we have done prior 
to salvation, intentionally or not, 
has made the necessity of God’s 
unmerited pardon essential!

But -  once we have accept-
ed that pardon; once we have 
allowed ourselves to be included 
in Jesus’ birth, life, brutal torture 
and death on the cross, he has 
taken us up and incorporated us 
into his resurrection and (for us) 
new life in him and with him.

Led by the Spirit 
Now, we can no longer stand by 
and observe. Now, the Spirit leads 
us to participate in the Work of Jesus 
to complete the ‘project’ or ‘quest’ 
he set out on from the foundation of 
the world. It is living evidence of the 
incarnation – God becoming man 
in Jesus – that God not only invites 
us, but earnestly wishes and desires 
for us to participate with him in what 
he is doing. Sometimes, that can be 
very, very hard work, even to the 
extent of enduring massive and long 
persecution by people and groups 
who think they are pleasing him. 

Allergies are caused when the body 
becomes confused about what is 
good and acceptable as opposed to 
what is harmful and to be rejected.

Fortunately, the cure can 
be fast and effective.

I don’t remember what we did 
when my daughter blew up like 
a balloon. Whatever it was, she 
was quickly restored again and 
there was no lasting effect as 
a result of the experience.

The most amazing thing was 
that she was completely oblivi-
ous of what was happening to 
her during this whole episode.

The Bible reassures us that the 
one true God has been intimately 
involved in our lives even whilst we 
have been completely unaware 
of this. And when he shines his pure 
white light into our lives, everything 
changes in an instant. We can 
never ever be the same again.

1 It is true that the speed of light is different depending 
on the medium through which it is passing, but even if 
the speed is slightly slower when not passing through a 
vacuum, its speed is still constant in that medium, and re-
liably so. In fact, there is a whole new lesson from nature 
for us about God, even in this. Namely, that God acts 
differently  in different cultures, even though his essence, 
or being, does not change.

Some Christian leaders and 
teachers have recognised 
the problem that too many 

have become stuck in a 
gospel which is complete-
ly focused on a bunch of 

fuzzy ideas about ‘the life in 
Christ.’
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Court cases make headlines! 
We South Africans know 
that only too well. 

During the past year, we’ve had 
the doubtful privilege of having two 
sensational murder cases exposed to 
the media. While we all wanted to 
see justice done, we differed among 
ourselves as to what this should be. 
We picked holes in the defence 
counsel, the prosecuting authority, 
the witnesses and even the judges.  
We all want to see criminals brought 
to justice and appropriately punished 
for their misdeeds. We feel indignant 
when a criminal gets off on a tech-
nicality, or if a trial seems unfair.

Justice was a much simpler matter 
during Old Testament times, when 
the nation of Israel journeyed through 
the wilderness.  God was the judge 
and Moses was the mediator.

On one occasion a fight broke out 
between two Israelite men, and 
one of them “blasphemed the 
Name of the Lord with a curse.”  
The offender was brought to Moses 
for judgment and kept in custody 
until God pronounced sentence. 
The entire community was to stone 
him to death. (Leviticus 24:16). 
The judgement here was uncom-
plicated. Clearly God regarded 
blasphemy in a very serious light.

This may seem a harsh judgment to 
some of us in the free thinking 21st 
century, but the Israelites were with-
out excuse. God’s presence was with 
them visibly in the form of a cloud 
by day and a pillar of fire by night. 

As Jesus preached about the King-
dom of God, many who 
listened to him were 
wondering if he was 
the long expect-
ed Messiah.  The 
Sanhedrin and 
other religious 
authorities 
became alarmed 
at the following 
he was gaining. 
If the people 
believed him to 
be the Messiah, it 
could seriously threat-
en their [the Pharisees’] 
comfortable relationship 
with the Roman rulers.  As blasphe-
my was deserving of the death 
sentence, the Jewish religious author-
ities were going to push this line in 
securing a conviction. He had after 
all, openly referred to God as his 
Father - enough to raise the hack-
les of those ‘zealous for the law’.

“If you are the Christ...”
At the Feast of Dedication, Jesus was 
conversing with them in the temple 
area. They were trying to get him to 
tell them plainly if he was the Messi-
ah, even picking up stones while he 

spoke. He skilfully side-stepped their 
questioning, asking instead 

for which of the miracles 
they were stoning him. 

“We are not ston-
ing you for any of 
these, but for blas-
phemy, because 
you, a mere man, 
claim to be God,” 
they replied 
(John 10:33). 

Jesus escaped 
unharmed. His time 

had not yet come.

When he was final-
ly arrested and brought 

before the Sanhedrin, the high priest 
charged  him under oath to tell them 
if he was the Messiah. Being under 
oath, Jesus was obliged to answer, 
so he said, “yes, it is as you say...” 
Then the high priest tore his clothes 
and said, “he has spoken blasphemy! 
Why do we need any more witness-
es?”’ (Matthew 26:65). The judge 
no doubt, felt greatly relieved. They 
didn’t need further evidence as the 
prisoner had incriminated himself.

Hilary Jacobs

Who  
is this 
fellow...?

‘He has spoken 
blasphemy! Why 
do we need any 
more witnesses?”
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 It is significant that the 
high priest tore his clothes. 
Josh McDowell explains: 
 1”The law forbade the high 
priest to ‘rend his garment’ 
in private troubles (Levit-
icus 10:6 and 21:10), but 
when acting as a judge, 
he was required by custom 
to express in this way, his 
horror of any blasphemy 
uttered in his presence1.”

 But they had to take the 
prisoner before the Roman 
governor to have the 
death sentence enforced. 
Pontius Pilate could find no 
reason to sentence him. 
“Why, what crime has he 
committed?” he asked. “I 
find no basis for a charge 
against him” (Matthew 
27:23, John 18:38). Finally he 
gave in to their demands 
and handed Jesus over for 
crucifixion. It was all about 
who he claimed to be. 
Jesus claimed to be God. 

  And so ended a court 
case unique in history. It 
was all about the identity 
of the accused, not about 
something he had done.  

Many people of various 

cultures and faiths agree 
that Jesus was a great 
teacher, or a prophet or 
an extremely good man. It 
is only when we recognize 
His identity as God incar-
nate that we can have 
a fully satisfying personal 
relationship with him. 

Jesus wants every person 
on the planet to have a 
personal relationship with 
him. He told us in no uncer-
tain terms on a number of 
occasions. “On the last and 
greatest day of the Feast, 
Jesus stood up and said 
in a loud voice: “If a man 
is thirsty let him come to 
me and drink” (John 7:37). 
And again, “Come to me 
all you who are weary and 
burdened and I will give 
you rest (Matthew 11:28).

The invitation is out, we 
know Who it’s from and 
it’s up to us to respond.
1.  More than a carpenter (Josh  
McDowell – Kingsway Publications 1979) 
page 23

ARE YOU 
WEARY?

David Roper

(Read 2 Corinthians 4:1-10)

“Since we have this ministry, as we have 
received mercy, we do not lose heart 
- 2 Corinthians 4:1

I read a story about a pastor of a small rural church 
in Scotland. He had been forced out by his elders, 
who claimed they saw no fruit from his ministry. The 
village in which the pastor served was a difficult 
place. People’s hearts were cold and hostile to 
the truth. During the time the pastor served, there 
had been no conversions and no baptisms. But he 
did recall one positive response to his preaching.

While the offering plate was passed during a service, 
a young boy placed the plate on the floor, stood 
up, and stepped into it. When asked to explain, 
he replied that he had been deeply touched by 
the minister’s life, and while he had no money to 
give, he wanted to give himself wholly to God. 

The boy who stepped into the plate was Bobby 
Moffat, who in 1817 became a pioneer missionary to 
South Africa. He was greatly used of God to touch 
many lives. And it all started with a small church and 
the  faithful work of that unappreciated pastor.

Perhaps you see no fruit from your work for the Lord. 
Remain faithful! Do not lose heart, but ask God 
to strengthen you with His power (2 Corinthians 
4:1,7). In His time and in His way, He will produce 
a harvest if you do not give up (Galatians 6:9)

Keep me faithful, keep me grateful,
This my earnest plea all day

Keep me serving, keep me telling
Of His love while yet I may!

Thiesen

Reprinted with kind permission of RBC  Ministries.
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An  
Emotional  

God

“Boys don’t cry.” 

“Women are emotional.” 

“Don’t be a sissy!”

“Church is for sissies.”

You have probably heard all these 
statements, giving the impression 
that it is weak to be emotional. 
We are told we must be tough 
and strong to get ahead. If you 
are a man, you have to pretend 
not to have emotions. If you are a 
woman in a corporate world, you 
will get ahead if you act tough and 
emotionless. There is no place for 
emotional women in the board-
room. Is this narrative true, though? 

Should we be emotional, or not? 
Are we more normal when we 
are less emotional? How did God 
create us? Did he make us emotion-
al beings or not? Some argue that 
men are less emotional, therefore 
God created humans less emotion-
al. This has led to a lot of stereotyp-
ing of men and women. Society 
tells us men are less emotional, 
whilst women are highly emotional.

Humans were created in the image 
of God. What kind of image is 
that? Paul tells us that Jesus is “the 
image of the invisible God, the first-
born over all creation” (Colossians 
1:15). To understand what kind of 
image we are, we must look at 
Jesus, the true image of God.

Our true identity
Satan, the deceiver has always 

wanted to deceive us about 
our true identity from the begin-
ning. I believe one of the things 
he deceived humanity about is 
in the area of emotions. He has 
made us believe that it is weak 
and foolish to feel emotion.

Paul tells us that Satan has blinded 
the minds of unbelievers. “The god 
of this age has blinded the minds of 
unbelievers, so that they cannot see 
the light of the gospel that displays 
the glory of Christ, who is the image 
of God” (2 Corinthians 4:4).

Here is the truth of the matter: God 
is emotional! You are emotional! 
Yes, even if you are a man. In fact, 
a recent study conducted by a 
psychological research institute, 
Mindlab, found that men are more 
emotional than women. They 
measured the emotional reactions 
of men and women at a physio-
logical level. Men showed more 
emotion when measured, but 
said they felt less emotional than 
women. Women on the other hand 
showed less emotion than men 
when measured, but they said they 
felt more emotional than men.

Humans are emotional beings. 
To be emotional is to be human. 
In fact, to be emotionless is to be 
‘un-human,’ or ‘not human.’ If 
you are not emotional, you are 
not being a true human. When a 
child is raped, it is inhuman not to 
feel anything. Unfortunately, we 
are conditioned to suppress our 
emotions, as if they are bad.

Many Christians struggle with the 
idea of a Jesus who gets angry. 
He is too emotional for them. They 

 Takalani Musekwa
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 Irene Wilson

don’t know how to think of a Jesus 
who “… made a whip out of cords, 
and drove all from the temple courts, 
both sheep and cattle; he scattered 
the coins of the money changers 
and overturned their tables.” (John 
2:15). They don’t know what to 
make of a Jesus who weeps for a 
dead friend. But that is what Jesus 
did.  “Jesus wept” John tells us (John 
11:35). In fact, he wept more often 
than we realise. Luke tells us that 
one day as he “approached Jeru-
salem and saw the city, he wept 
over it” (Luke 19:41). The Greek 
word for weeping used here actu-
ally means to sob or wail aloud.

I am glad that Jesus got angry and 
wept as often as he did. I would rath-
er serve an emotional God than an 
unemotional one. The God revealed 
in the Bible is a God who showed 
anger, jealousy, grief, joy, love 

and compassion. If God was not 
emotional, he would not care wheth-
er you go to hell or not. It is because 
he has such deep emotion for us that 
he sent his beloved Son to die for 
humans. Thank God he is emotional!

Humans are emotional because they 
are the image of an emotional God. 
Men go to war and fight because 
they are emotional. They get heart 
attacks because they are emotional. 

Emotion for the right things
Allow yourself to be emotion-
al. It is human, even godly to 
be so. Don’t allow the devil to 
make you inhuman. Pray that our 
Father helps you to feel emotion-
al for the right things. Don’t be 
angry about load shedding and 
high food prices. Be angry about 
murder, rape, and child abuse.

 TV and computer games can kill 
our emotions. We can easily get to 
a stage of feeling nothing for the 
Christians being butchered for their 
faith, for the sexual infidelity we see 
in the soapies, for children becom-
ing orphaned from HIV and Ebola. 

One of the greatest problems of sin 
is the corruption of our emotions. 
We no longer know how to feel. 
We have emotions for the wrong 
things, and have no emotions for 
the right things. Pray that the Father, 
through the Spirit, may heal your 
emotions to be like those of Jesus, so 
that you may weep for things Jesus 
wept for, that you may be angry 
for the things Jesus got angry for, 
that you may be passionate for the 
things Jesus was passionate for.

 Amen!

Receipts
My sister and I were shop-

ping in the Lake District 
of England.  

Suddenly the wind got up and I 
felt very cold.  We visited a nearby 
shop and purchased a heavy pull-
over which I put on in the changing 
room after paying for it.  We left the 
shop and had gone approximately 
20 metres when a voice bellowed 
“Madam would you like to pay for 
that pullover you are wearing!”  
Everyone around me froze, I realised 
I was the suspect and turned round 
to face my accuser, and as he drew 
nearer I replied, “would you like to 
see my receipt?”  When he saw the 
receipt, the poor man was abashed 
and was full of apologies – he admit-
ted that he ought to have checked 
with the sales assistant at the till.
The lesson for me was to ensure that 
I had my receipt for all purchases 
always.  Receipts are verification 
of purchase – without 
them there is no 
evidence of that 

purchase, nothing to redeem 
the goods.  However, the most 
important purchase in my life 
was not paid for by me.
Salvation from sin does not come 
freely; ancient Israel was advised by 
King David in Psalm 130:7, “Israel, put 
your hope in the Lord, for with the 
Lord is unfailing love and with him is 
full redemption.”  The redemption 
of mankind came with Jesus Christ. 
Hebrews 9:12 says, “He did not enter 
by means of the blood of goats and 
calves; but he entered the Most Holy 
Place once for all by his own blood, 
thus obtaining eternal redemption.”
The purchase of salvation was our 
Saviour’s blood – God has the receipt.  
Never take it for granted.  It was 
the most expensive purchase 
in history and nothing in 
the future will ever be 
more costly. We are 
in the debt of God 
– Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.  A debt 
for which we can 
only give thanks.

Prayer

Loving Father, we thank you for 
the most precious commodity 
in creation – the blood of your 
Son.  Through this payment we 
have been given salvation and 
our hearts are full of gratitude.

Amen
Reprinted with kind permission of daybyday.org.uk
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Who is my
 ENEMY?

The Klynsmith family  in Uganda (1959).
The author is on the left, in front of his father
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I will never forget that fateful 
day in Durban, South Africa!
I was thirteen years of age happi-

ly playing ‘catch and run’ on the 
lawn with my brothers, sister and 
friends on a glorious sunny day, 
when my mother called the fami-
ly inside.  The tears flowed as she 
held a newspaper clipping in her 
hand and broke the news of my 
father’s tragic murder in East Africa.   

Some mystery surrounded the circum-
stances of his death, although indi-
cations pointed his killing to the Mau 
Mau uprising against colonial rule in 
Kenya, from 1952 to 1960. The struggle 
involved mostly Kikuyu people, the 
largest ethnic group in the country.  
Although primarily against the British 
colonial forces and white settlers, 
violence also took place between 
the Mau Mau and loyalist Africans. 

My father was a major in the 
Kenya Regiment at the time and 
played a significant role in the 
war, which apparently resulted 
in him being listed as one of the 
key men to be ‘taken out’.  

I was emotionally distraught, confused 
and bewildered as a young teen-
ager.  All I knew was that we lost our 
dear father soon after the ending of 
a brutal conflict.  And the plan was 
for him to join us in South Africa within 
a few months.  I did not fully under-
stand the nature of this particular war, 
except that Dad was fighting against 
a feared terrorist organisation.  They 
were the enemy!  Many of our friends 
lost their lives in this terrifying war.

Besides trying to cope with the trau-
matic emotional pain, we found 
ourselves facing the spectre of 
abject poverty when the authorities 
refused to release the proceeds of 
our estate in East Africa.  My moth-
er then embarked on the daunting 
task of having to find work and 
raise five school going children on 
a meagre salary.  Yet, as I grew up 
and continued my Christian walk 
with God, I did not harbour bitterness 
or hatred towards the perpetra-
tors of Dad’s horrible death.  

No other way
The words of Jesus on the cross as 
he, through his pain, gazed at those 
who accused him, mocked him, 
scourged him beyond recognition, 
nailed him to the cross and watched 
him die in excruciating agony, 
consoled me; ‘Father, forgive them 
for they know not what they do’.  

The crucifixion of Jesus was fuelled 
by the self righteous religious leaders 
of the day, the Scribes and Phari-
sees, who were wrapped up in their 
own world of politics, authority and 

self importance.  This was the kind 
of world they grew up in, which was 
firmly cemented in their psyche and 
cultural traditions. Jesus’ message 
posed a serious threat to them.  Thus, 
their devious plot to have him tried 
and crucified.  Yes!  It was terribly 
wrong, but they knew no other way.  

The Roman soldiers were part of a 
different world of imperial rule.  They 
simply followed the commands of 
their superiors as any loyal soldier 
would and knew no other way.          

I had come to terms with the reali-
ty that the Mau Mau ‘rebels’ were 
caught up in a vicious war of survival.  
Their freedom had been compro-
mised.  They grew up believing in 
their cause and chose the route of 
violence to secure their liberation...
they could not see any other way.

Many years later, in 1997, I was invit-
ed to be the guest speaker at a 
convention near Kibirichia, situated 
in the Eastern Meru region of Kenya.  
This was an exciting opportunity to 
explore my roots and showcase 
the awe inspiring wilderness regions 
of Kenya to my wife and children.  
They were not disappointed.

In my opening address at the conven-
tion I spoke about the childhood I 
enjoyed in their beautiful country, 
but did not comment on the darker 
side of the war and what happened 
to my father.  Shortly after my 
presentation a distinguished grey 
headed elderly gentleman walked 
towards me with his walking stick 
and a broad smile.  Surrounded 
by an enthusiastic group of about 
eight grandchildren, he asked me 
to sit down as he wanted to talk.  

What followed was a deeply touch-
ing serendipity moment.  He openly 
spoke about the war and how he, 
as a member of the Kikuyu ethnic 
group, was caught up in the horrific 
struggle.  I heard a different perspec-
tive of the conflict from the other 
side.  How he was part of the move-
ment that wanted to live freely and 
work the land which had been taken 
away from them.  Sadly both he and 
thousands of others lost their loved 
ones, including wives and children.

This warm hearted Christian gentle-
man then looked at me with eyes 
full of compassion and said ‘I am so 
sorry about the loss of your father’.  
It was hard to hold back the tears.  
Here we were talking as Christians a 
few decades later, having been on 
opposite sides of one of the cruellest 
wars in Kenya’s history, though I was 
but a naive child during the conflict. 

We instantly formed an inseparable 
bond.   Even though bitterness had 
never been a response towards 
those responsible for my father’s 

death, I felt a profound sense of 
reconciliation and closure.  Philip-
pians 4:7 loomed larger than life in 
my mind; “And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus.”  The love, peace and 
grace of the Lord united us as one, 
in his presence.  Our roots in Christ 
brought healing to the cycle of pain 
that had been a part of our lives for 
so long.  Somehow an indescribable 
sense of relief and release prevailed.  

The way in which God brought us 
together highlighted the futility of war, 
hostility and conflict.  In most cases 
neither side really wins.  It is heartrend-
ing to see Christians fighting against 
Christians in the name of the state, for 
whatever reason, both sides praying 
to God for victory, yet in a time of 
peace the very same Christians may 
in all likelihood be the best of friends.  

Learning to let go 
This life changing experience helped 
me gain a better grasp of the 
passages of scripture that talks about 
loving our enemies, doing good to 
those who hate us and praying for 
those who mistreat us (Luke 6:27-36).  
Besides the reality of an all out war, 
it also begs the question ‘who is our 
enemy’?  What about the people 
we encounter in everyday life?   Do 
we find ourselves harbouring hatred 
and resentment towards others...
perhaps towards the boss we do 
not get along with or the betrayal 
of a trusted friend or the ongoing 
conflict we have with a neighbour?

This scripture does not condone 
wrongful behaviour.  It is more about 
looking at the bigger picture by 
allowing forgiveness, mercy, grace 
and reconciliation to become 
an integral part of who we are in 
Christ.  And learning to love as God 
loves, as we continue to mature in 
our Christian faith.  Bitterness and 
resentment can so quickly imprison 
and control us.  Yet learning to let 
go by leaving the situations out of 
our control in the hands of our Triune 
God will make all the difference.  

In John 8:31-32 Jesus encourages us to 
listen and respond to his word; “If you 
hold to my teachings, you are really 
my disciples.  Then you will know the 
truth and the truth will set you free.”  

Herein lies the key to experiencing 
true freedom in his love.  
   

Robert Klynsmith
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What’s in a name?

I recently flew into Chicago, 
USA, landing in O’Hare  
International Airport. 

Between terminal 1 and 2 is a memo-
rial to Lieutenant Commander Butch 
O’Hare, after whom the airport was 
named. Alongside his statue is a 
medal and a plaque, acknowledging 
him as the first Naval Aviator to win 
the Congressional Medal of Honour.

During the Second World War he 
was a fighter pilot assigned to the 
South Pacific. On February 20, 1942, 
Butch O’Hare’s squadron was sent 
on a mission. After taking off and 
flying some distance, he looked at 
his control panel and realised that 
his plane had never been refuelled. 
He did not have enough fuel to 
complete the mission and get back 
to his ship. After radioing through his 
predicament, his flight leader told 
him to return to the aircraft carrier. 

Reluctantly he dropped out of forma-
tion and headed back towards 
the fleet. As he was returning to the 
aircraft carrier Lexington, he saw 

something that turned his blood cold. 
A squadron of Japanese bombers 
were speeding towards the American 
fleet. The American fighters had all 
left on the mission and the fleet carrier 
was left pretty much defenceless.

Laying aside all thoughts of personal 
safety, he plunged into the formation 
of Japanese planes. Wing-mount-
ed 50 calibre guns blazed as he 
charged in, attacking one surprised 
enemy plane and then another. 
Butch weaved in and out of the now 
broken formation and fired at as 
many planes as possible until finally 
all his ammunition had been used up. 
Not to be stopped, he continued the 
assault. He dove at the planes, trying 
to at least clip off a wing or tail, in 
hopes of damaging as many enemy 
planes as possible and rendering 
them unfit to fly. He was desperate to 
do anything he could to keep them 
from reaching the American ships. 

Eventually the exasperated Japanese 
had had enough of the crazy pilot 
and took off in another direction. 
Deeply relieved, Butch O’Hare and 

his tattered fighter limped back to 
the carrier. Upon arrival he reported 
in and related the event surrounding 
his return. The film from the camera 
mounted on his plane told the tale. It 
showed the extent of Butch’s daring 
attempt to protect his fleet. He had 
destroyed five enemy bombers.  For 
His bravery he was awarded the 
medal, and his name lives on to 
this day, with Chicago’s Interna-
tional Airport named after him.

Another name synonymous with the 
city of Chicago is Al Capone, a noto-
rious Mafia gangster. At that time, 
Al Capone virtually owned the city. 
Capone wasn’t famous for anything 
heroic. He was, however, notorious 
for his involvement in illegal alcohol 
trade, prostitution and murder. 

Easy Eddie was Capone’s lawyer 
and for good reason. He was excel-
lent at what he did and kept Big Al 
out of jail for many years. Capone 
showed his appreciation by paying 
him huge sums of money and perks 
like a family mansion that took up 
an entire city block. Yes, Eddie 

Tim Maguire
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lived the life of the Chicago mob 
and gave little consideration to 
the evil that went on around him.

Sacrificed – a good name
Eddie had a son that he loved dear-
ly. He saw to it that his young son 
had the best of everything. Noth-
ing was withheld, and, despite his 
involvement with organized crime, 
Eddie even tried to teach him right 
from wrong, and encouraged him 
to rise above his own sordid life. He 
wanted him to be a better man than 
he was. Yet, with all his wealth and 
influence, there was something Eddie 
couldn’t give his son. Something 
Eddie had sacrificed to the Capone 
mob which he could not pass on to 
his well loved son: a good name.  

One day, Easy Eddie reached a diffi-
cult decision. Offering his son a good 
name was far more important than 
all the riches he could pour out on 
him. He had to rectify all the wrong 
he had done. He would go to the 
authorities and tell the truth about 
‘Scar-face’ Al Capone. He would 
try to clean up his tarnished name 
and offer his son some semblance 
of integrity. To do this he had to testi-
fy against The Mob, and he knew 
that the cost would be great. 

On Wednesday, November 8, 1939, 
after testifying, Easy Eddie was shot 
and killed. He was 46 years old, 
and had given his son the greatest 
gift he had to offer at the great-
est price he would ever pay.

I know what you’re probably think-
ing; what do these two stories 
have to do with one another?

Well, you see, Easy Eddie’s real 
name was Edward Joseph 
O’Hare, Butch O’Hare’s father.

Wear the name proudly
Each of us carried the dirty name of 
‘Sinner’, and God gave his life for us 
so that we too might cast aside the 
albatross around our neck. We are 
God’s people, his dearly beloved 
children and bear his name now. 
We read in Acts 11:26 that the disci-
ples were called Christians first at 
Antioch. The term “Christian” means 
“Christ-ones” or ‘little Christs’ As 
Christians, we all carry around the 
name of Christ wherever we go.

1 Peter 2:9-12:  “But you are a chosen 
people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s special possession, 
that you may declare the praises of 
him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light. Once you 
were not a people, but now you 
are the people of God; once you 
had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy. Dear 
friends, I urge you, as foreigners and 
exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, 
which wage war against your soul. 
Live such good lives among the 
pagans that, though they accuse 
you of doing wrong, they may 
see your good deeds and glori-
fy God on the day he visits us.” 

We are the people of God. Wherever 
we go and whatever we do reflects 
back on God and how the world 
thinks of him. When those people 
at Antioch were called Christians, 
they wore the name proudly. The 
reason they were called ‘Christians’ 
is because they lived like Christ – they 
were different. It was an honour and 
a responsibility and certainly not 
something which was taken lightly. 
One reason it wasn’t taken lightly, was 
that at various times in the last two 
thousand years, many had to sacri-
fice their lives for bearing that name.

How do we treat the title ‘Christian?’ 
Do we act as though all it means 
is that we will go into his kingdom 
when we die, but it has nothing to 
do with how we live? Did you know 
that according to the 2001 Census, 
almost 80% of SA citizens claim to be  
Christian? But how many of them act 
like Christians? To a large number, 
to be a Christian – to bear the name 
of Christ – means no more than 
being a Lions or Chiefs supporter! 

If it meant to us what it was supposed 
to, then the divorce rate among 
Christians wouldn’t be virtually as 
high as the rest of the population. 
Christians wouldn’t cheat on their 
taxes if we took seriously the name 
we bear. Christians wouldn’t allow 
pornography into their homes through 
the internet or the TV if we real-
ized the shame that brings on the 
name of God. Christians wouldn’t 
harbour an unforgiving attitude and 
bitterness toward one another if they 
truly knew that their forgiveness and 
reconciliation would bring glory to 
God. Do we sometimes shame the 
name of God by the way we live?!

1 Corinthians 10:31: “So whether 
you eat or drink or whatever you 
do, do it all for the glory of God.”

If we pray “Our Father who art in 
Heaven, hallowed be thy name...” 
shouldn’t we at least be doing all 
we can to bring that glory to him?

Your name is no longer ‘Sinner’, but 
‘Christian’, son or daughter of the 
Most High God.  Your Father gave 
it to you, and he gave all he had 
so you could carry his name. In the 
same way that Butch O’Hare carried 
his name, do the same and make 
your Daddy proud, giving all the 
Glory and honour back to him.

Butch O’Hare USS Lexington Al Capone
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Make time 
to take time

KING 
SOLOMON’S

MINES
MODERN WISDOM 
FROM THE ANCIENT 
BOOK OF PROVERBS 

(PART 25)
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I’ve never considered myself to be 
mechanically minded. 
Oh, I’ve wired plugs and changed the oil 

in my car a few times but whenever it came 
to more complicated repairs – like fixing toys, 
the toilet or the swimming pool – I quickly 
called in the experts. But that changed about 
fifteen years ago when one day I watched 
my father-in-law repair his lawnmower. I said 
to him “Wow, you are so good at fixing things. 
I’ve never been able to fix those kinds of 
things or do anything like that.” In his usual 
forthright manner, he shot back, “That’s 
because you don’t take the time.”

His words changed my life. 

Now, whenever I encounter a 
problem - whether it is my car 
or my lawnmower, I try to take 
the time to think about it and 
do my best to resolve it. It usual-
ly works! But over the years I 
have learnt that this approach 
is not only applicable to repair-
ing toilets and lawnmowers! Too 
often we do not take the time 
to solve many of life’s problems. 

While writing this article I found myself 
singing a popular ‘60’s song by Percy Sledge 
called “Take Time to Know Her”. It’s about a 
young man who can’t wait to get married to 
his girlfriend and does not listen to his moth-
er’s advice: “Son, take time to know her. It’s 
not an overnight thing. Take time to know 
her. Please, don’t rush into this thing.” But he 
doesn’t listen to her and gets married. Then 
he “came home a little early one night....” 
No prizes for guessing what happened!   

Can thinking be working?
Ravi Zacharias wrote; “One of the trag-
ic casualties of our age has been that of 
the contemplative life—a life that thinks, 
thinks things through.... A person sitting 
at his desk and staring out of the window 
would never be assumed to be working. 
No! Thinking is not equated with work. Yet, 
had Newton under his tree, or Archimedes 
in his bathtub bought into that prejudice, 
some natural laws would still be up in the 
air, or buried under an immovable rock.”1

But this is not new advice! Once again King 
Solomon digs deep into his gold mine of 
wisdom and shares his riches with us. For exam-
ple, in Proverbs 14:15 he teaches us that “wise 
people think carefully about everything” (ERV). 
He also advises, “The plans of hard-working 
people earn a profit, but those who act too 
quickly become poor” (Proverbs 21:5; NCV). 
Solomon even instructs us to stop what we are 
doing, bend down and “consider the ways” 
of the tiny, hard working ant (Proverbs 6:6). 
The word ‘consider’ means to continually 
turn something over in your mind and in so 
doing you begin to understand. It was used 
of ancient astronomers to describe what they 

did to seek an understanding of the universe. 
They would lie on their backs in a field all night 
and “consider” the heavens as it unfolded 
before them in thousands of small dots of light. 

Nothing ranks higher for mental discipline than 
regular study of God’s Word, but too often 
we read the Bible no differently from the way 
we read the sports page, the comic strips, or 
the classifieds. Have you given up reading 
the Bible because you find it boring, irrelevant 
or too difficult to understand? Do you rush 

through your Bible study so that you 
can get “more important” 

things done? There is a 
better way – apply it 

and you will never be 
the same again:   

Let it melt in 
your mouth 
The great English 
preacher Charles 
Spurgeon wrote; “Fix 

your thoughts upon 
some text of Scripture 

before you leave your 
bedroom in the morning—it 

will sweeten your meditation 
all the day. Always look God in 

the face before you see the face of anyone 
else. Lock up your heart in the morning and 
hand the key to God and keep the world out 
of your heart. Take a text and lay it on your 
tongue like a wafer made with honey and 
let it melt in your mouth all day. If you do this, 
and meditate upon it, you will be surprised 
to notice how the various events of life will 
help to open up that text…. Let your soul be 
so full of the Word of God that at all the inter-
vals and spaces when you can think upon it, 
the Word of God dwelling in you richly may 
come welling up into your mind and make 
your meditation to be sweet and profitable.”

Take the time to consider as you read the 
scriptures. They are “God-breathed” (2Timo-
thy 3:16). As you read, God is communicating 
with you personally. Ask questions like, “What 
are you saying to me today, Lord?” and “Is 
there something in your words that I need 
to see that I’m not seeing?” The Bible is an 
immense gift, “but only if the words are assim-
ilated, taken into the soul – eaten, chewed, 
gnawed, received in unhurried delight.”2

There is much more to say about this 
life-changing subject. But I need to conclude. 
My neighbour has just called to ask if I have 
some time to help him repair his lawnmower....  
1 Ravi Zacharias, The Dying Art of Thinking
2 Eugene Peterson, Eat This Book 

Gordon Green

The word ‘consider’ 
means to continually 
turn something over 
in your mind and in 

so doing you begin to 
understand
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A Steady Beam 
into the Darkness

“Let your light so shine 
before men, that they 
may see your good 

works and glorify your Father 
in heaven.” Matthew 5:16 
(NKJV) 
With the continuing execution 
of hostages by ISIS, the ques-
tion is being asked once again. 
“How can a loving God allow 
people to be treated so badly, 
especially those who are relief 
workers and only doing good?”

It’s a question that has been asked 
repeatedly down the ages. How 
many countless millions of Christians 
have died down the centuries? If 
we begin with the apostles, tradi-
tion tells us that they all died at the 
hands of others except for John. The 
next generation was persecuted to 
the point of annihilation. And in this 
country [England] burnings of here-
tics only faded away in the 17thcen-
tury. Mary Tudor was so prolific in 
this area that she earned the title 
“Bloody Mary” and succeeded in 
executing more in this small realm 
during her short reign than the 
Inquisition operating throughout 
Europe during the same time.

No, it’s actually our quiet time today  

that is out of the ordinary. Not only 
are we not asked to hazard our 
lives as in previous generations, it 
has actually become quite diffi-
cult to do. Normally it happens in 
foreign lands and at foreign hands.

Few are called to the traditional 
missionary role in this age. Fewer 
still are obliged to carry out living 
their Christian lives in secret. Rather 
we are actively called in our hostile 
society to live for God and religion 
openly. “Let your light shine,” is more 
than a passive ‘be on show’. When 
Jesus adds that a city of lights on a 
hill ‘cannot’ be hidden, the implica-
tion is that we are not supposed to 
hide under a basket; rather we are 
to plan to allow our Christian light 
to shine (Matthew 5:10-16). I like the 
analogy of a lighthouse beam that 
helps others to navigate safely.

We need to heed our calling 
and follow it through. But at the 
same time we also need to real-
ise that Paul told us “evil men 
will grow worse and worse” (2 
Timothy 3:13). And Christians 
are always going to be on the 
wrong end of their activities.

Finally, let’s bring our attention to 
Jesus Christ. Ultimately the Good; 
ultimately the Innocent, yet he 

suffered more than all. He was 
spared no indignity, no pain or 
torment. He willingly put himself into 
that position, accepted it with tran-
quillity (in the main; he was human 
demonstrating that it isn’t sin to fear 
the unknown, pain, the unpleas-
ant).He saw it through to the end.

We live in dangerous times, times 
full of angst and trouble, times 
which need more than ever the 
quiet and steady beam of Christian 
light coming from those who follow 
Christ. In the midst of trouble, we 
have peace. We have the security 
of knowing our ultimate fate—to be 
with Christ as a brother or sister in 
his kingdom. Surely an acceptable 
reward for a moment of trouble.

Prayer
Our calling, Heavenly Father, is 
openly to be Christians. That can 
be hard in our hostile society, so we 
need and ask for your help. Jesus 
did it in his hostile environment; 
we can be as successful with your 
help. In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen 
 Reprinted with kind permission of daybyday.org.uk

John Stettaford
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EXODUS

“He will also provide a 
way out” 1 Corinthians 
10:13 (NIVUK) 

I am just old enough to remem-
ber one of the first movies about 
the Exodus. It was called The Ten 
Commandments and starred Charl-
ton Heston as Moses and Yul Bryn-
ner as the Pharoah. Now there is 
new film version of what must be 
one of the most memorable stories 
in the Old Testament. The word 
“Exodus” is from Latin, meaning “the 
going out” or “departure” or “the 
exit”, “the way out” if you wish.

How should we think about such 
things? Today the Exodus stories are 
often regarded as mythical, with little 
historical basis. There is an account 
of the Nile becoming blood from an 
ancient Egyptian source, and it is 
sometimes alluded to in commen-
tary notes about Psalm 105:29: “He 
turned their waters into blood, caus-
ing their fish to die”. It is interesting, 

but it cannot be confirmed as a 
definite reference to the first plague 
because the writing style dates back 
before the possible dates of the 
Exodus. It comes from a document 
called the Admonitions of Ipuwer, 
which describes a calamity in Egypt. 
‘The River is blood’, writes Ipuwer, 
and “nobles are in lamentation, 
while poor men have joy” (quoted 
from Pritchard’s Ancient Near East-
ern Texts, published initially in 1950 
by Princeton University Press, USA).

Jesus often referred to Moses and 
accepted him as an historical figure. 
The apostle Paul certainly regarded 
the Exodus events as factual and 
used them to help believers under-
stand the struggles of faith. “Now 
these things happened as examples 
to keep us from setting our hearts 
on evil things,” he wrote. They “were 
written down as warnings for us” (1 
Corinthians 10:6, 11). Above all, they 
demonstrated that “God is faithful” – 
“when you are tempted, he will also 

provide a way out…” (verses 12-13).

The Exodus was the “way out” for 
the Israelites, who had only a rudi-
mentary understanding of who God 
is. How much more will God provide 
a way out for us, we who have 
received Jesus Christ, who is the 
complete revelation of who God is?

The grace of Jesus is our salvation: 
he is our Exodus – our “way out”. 

Prayer
Father, thank you for your word 
through which we are encour-
aged and instructed. Thank you 
for Jesus, who is the living Word, 
and in whom we have hope and 
deliverance. In His name.

Amen 
Reprinted with kind permission of daybyday.org.uk

James Henderson

the way out
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