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EDITORIAL
Hi friends,

We have just celebrated Pente-
cost, the day on which the 
original disciples received the 
Holy Spirit, a day considered 
by many to be the birthday of 
the Christian Church. You can 
read the account in the second 
chapter of the book of Acts.

As the Holy Spirit came down 
on the disciples, manifest-
ed as tongues of flame, 
He allowed them to speak 
in tongues. This wasn’t just 
unintelligible babbling, but 

a miracle which allowed all present (representatives from 
at least 16 different nationalities) to hear what Peter and 
the others were saying, in their very own languages.

The crowds are truly amazed, but notice what Peter does. 
Immediately he turns the focus off himself and takes the oppor-
tunity to preach Christ and His redeeming work of Salvation. His 
proclamation was so powerful, that about 3000 people were 
baptised that very day, placing their trust and salvation in Christ.

It got me thinking about us, as Christians. Christ 
gave us a commission, a labour of love to perform. 
After His crucifixion he got his disciples together and 
told them what was now expected of them: 

Mat 28:18-20  Jesus, undeterred, went right ahead and gave 
his charge: “God authorized and commanded me to commis-
sion you: Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in 
this way of life, marking them by baptism in the threefold name: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then instruct them in the practice of 
all I have commanded you. I’ll be with you as you do this, day 
after day after day, right up to the end of the age.” (msg)

There are two important aspects that we should take from these 
scriptures.  We should be ready to respond to the Holy Spirit as He 
works in us, and others should see His power flowing through us 
as we live changed lives. Also, there is more to being a Christian 
than accepting Christ and allowing Him to live in and through 
us. We should be as excited as the disciples were and joyously 
share the Gospel with others, as the Holy Spirit empowers us.

My prayer is that this issue of Face to Face Magazine will help 
ignite that excitement within you and move you to share 
the really Good news of God’s love, that His fervent desire 
is to have a personal relationship with every one of us.

Please do feel free to offer a free electronic copy of Face to Face 
to anyone who you think may benefit from it. They need to simply 
register their email address at: http://face2face.org.za/subscribe/

Happy reading!

In Christian love

Tim



OUR VISION

“Living and sharing life  
changing Hope, with all kinds of 

people in all kinds of places”

OUR MISSION

1.   Face to Face seeks to become a 
trustworthy Christian Media Ministry 
with a reputation for quality content, 
balanced theology and thought 
provoking articles and programmes.

2.  Face to Face is committed to 
bringing a positive and practical 
Christian perspective on everyday 
issues facing ordinary people. Its 
content is biblically based, relation-
al, inspirational and informative.

3.  Face to Face undertakes to engage 
individuals from a wide range of 
national and cultural backgrounds. 
It seeks to reflect perspectives 
across these cultural boundaries 
fairly, accurately and respectfully.

4.  Face to Face seeks to inspire readers 
to embrace the gospel and live a 
grace-centred life in Jesus Christ.

5.  Face to Face seeks to cultivate 
a cooperative and constructive 
engagement with leaders and 
communities across a broad 
spectrum of Christian faiths.

OUR VALUES
1.  Respect for human cultural diversity 

2.  All people, without exception, are of 
equal value and spiritual potential

3.  Responsible theological methods  
and exegesis of Scripture

4.  Trustworthiness and 
earned credibility  

5.  Building relationships individ-
ually and in community
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Cliff Neill

I have just finished reading a 
novel1 about an individual 
who was a wanderer, a schol-

ar, a physician, a swordsman 
and a man on a quest to find his 
father. 
The latter had been captured and 
enslaved by a Middle Eastern warlord 
and this wanderer determined to 
rescue him. During his journey he 
meets up with a group of warriors 
from the Steppes of Mongolia and 
builds up a friendship with them; 
apparently they have a greeting 
that also doubles as a goodbye, 
and here it is—“Yol Bolson”—mean-
ing, “May there be a road!”

 This is a wish for a way, a trail, a 
road, or a highway to make your 
journey more bearable and to ease 
your mind as you journey across 
unknown territory; just two words but 
a big blessing for your onward jour-
ney and I guess for your safe arrival 
at your final destination. The only 
thing better than a good road is, a 
good road and a good companion 

to share your journey, someone to 
communicate with and share the 
weary hours with as you travel.

 Jesus is such a companion! But you 
know, Jesus is not just a travelling 
companion, He is much more than 
that; He reveals many things to us 
during our journeying together; He 
opens our understanding as we go 
along the way. This is exactly what 
happened to the two disciples who 
were travelling home to a village 
called Emmaus after the crucifixion; 
they were sad, depressed, totally 
disheartened, and not knowing what 
to believe. On this road to Emmaus 
Jesus comes alongside them and 
journeys with them. Initially he asks 
“What were you discussing along the 
way?” With long faces they told him 
about what had transpired in Jeru-
salem over the previous three days 
and add that “some of our women 
went to his tomb but found it empty!” 
Then Jesus, “beginning with Moses 
and all the prophets, explained to 
them everything in the scriptures that 
referred to Himself” (Luke 24:17-35).

What an amazing journey for these 
two disciples, to be instructed and 
taught about the things that had 
happened to Him over that period 
of time. Also the most amazing thing 
about this special Bible study was 
that it came totally from the Old 
Testament and if we take the time 
to search we will see Jesus behind 
every shadow in those prophetic 
scriptures. This was the Good Shep-
herd caring for two of his sheep 
who had wandered away—how 
did His loving concern impact 
them? Well, they turned around 
and walked back to Jerusalem to 
meet up with their friends and broth-
ers to find out more and meet up 
with the Shepherd once again. 

Are you on a journey today? If so, 
I’d like to wish you—“ Yol Bolson”—
may there be such a road for you. 

Reprinted with kind permission of Because magazine, UK.
1. The Walking Drum by Louis L’Amour

May there 
be a road
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John Stettaford

“Then Jesus said to those 
Jews who believed 
Him, ‘If you abide in 

My word, you are My disciples 
indeed. And you shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make 
you free’...‘He who is of God 
hears God’s words; therefore 
you do not hear, because you 
are not of God.’” John 8:31-32, 
47 (NKJV)
I receive all sorts of leaflets and 
flyers through my door from most 
of the major retailers in my district. 
All of them have huge savings for 
me to make, if I spend my money 
with them. That’s daft! You only 
make true savings when you refrain 
from spending money. I for one 
have no intention of joining the 
feeding frenzy in my local town.

And let’s face it. Money is tight and 
going to get tighter. Many of us in 
this land of ours spend quite sizeable 
sums of money on ‘entertainment’. 
Perhaps people feeling the pinch 
will now refuse to spend more on 
cable or satellite TV. Then there’s the 
annual holiday to exotic places.

But many feel it is their right to have 
these things. I vividly remember a 
very wise old gentleman who some 
40 years ago told us to prepare for 
a lower standard of living. We have 
been living way beyond our means, 
he told us, and the reality of life was 
going to come back and bite us. We 
have watched it happen. Somehow, 
America has managed so far to side-
step their real position as the most 
indebted nation in the world. The US 
is actually bankrupt and has been 
for many years now—but just doesn’t 
know it, or face up to it. At some 
stage, and it may be nearer than way 
off, someone is going to call Amer-
ica’s bluff and demand payment. 
Doomsday scenario? I don’t think we 
need to consult Biblical prophecy 
to make that call. And many senior 
financial analysts are saying the same 
thing about Europe. The trouble is, if 
the American president did make the 
cuts to expenditure necessary to cut 

their deficit, 
Europe and 
the world 
would be 
plunged 
immediately 
into a glob-
al recession 
of mega 
proportions.

But the most 
frightening 
thing about all of 
this is that people 
don’t know the 
real situation or they 
refuse to acknowledge 
that it is so. Too many refuse 
to see similar situations in their 
own lives which would point them 
to the whole solution to their prob-
lems—God and true religion. Some 
churches are anticipating a swing 
back to God as times get harder.

Is that, truly, the answer to outreach 
and evangelism? To be looking 
for people in trouble? Our gospel 
message is one of God’s love; we 
don’t worship a God of punishment 
out of anger. Any punishment is out 
of love, a course correction. And 
there’s no price to pay up front, with 
any savings to be made later. No, 
God even gives us a measure 
of eternity right now, 
though we will have 
to wait until later to 
see it in the full.

Prayer
“Most merciful 
Father, we ask 
for your help in 
facing the reality in 
our lives. So often we 
can shut our eyes to the 
truth, refuse to face reality. But 
with your help we can and will, and 
so go on to live in reality rather than 
in denial. In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen” 

Reprinted with kind permission of daybyday.org.uk

FACING 
REALITY
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Matters
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Matters
of the

There is a not so well 
known true story, about 
Robert Bruce, King of 

Scots. 
He became King of Scots in 1306 
and spent much of his life fighting, 
first to unite the clans of Scot-
land and then to free them from 
English rule and oppression.

The story is told of how Robert ‘The 
Bruce’ promised God that once 
everything was settled and Scot-
land was free, he would undertake 
a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. He 
never managed to keep his prom-
ise. However, on his deathbed he is 
believed to have urged one of his 
most faithful friends and lieutenants, 
Sir James Douglas, that once he 
was dead, to cut out his heart and 
take it on that promised pilgrimage.

It might sound a little gruesome, 
or some people might even feel 
his idea was misguided. Whatev-
er the finer details or debate, it 
makes me wonder where does 
my heart truly want to be? 

The good old days?
In the Old Testament story of Israel, 
God brings them out of Egypt (a 
symbol of sin) and wants to greatly 
bless them and give them every-
thing a loving father would want 
to give his children. He writes His 
law on stone and makes a cove-
nant with them. But the hearts of 
the Israelites yearn back to Egypt 
(where they ate onions and garlic). 
It always sounds strange to me. 
How can a people who were 
oppressed and in severe slavery 
desire to go back to that? Yet, are 
we not oftentimes the same? A 
loving God brings us out of the slav-
ery and bondage of sin, where, just 
like the Israelites, we were unloved, 
beaten down, abused, suffered, 
and had no hope. This picture is 
the reality of the bondage of sin. 
Then for some strange reason, after 
we are free, we long back for the 
‘good old days’. In our heads we 
serve God. Often times as Christians 
we even say we love Jesus, yet our 
actions and thoughts don’t mirror 
this. We want to have our hearts 
cut out and returned to Egypt.

The Bible says that where a person’s 

treasure is there will their heart 
be also (Matthew 6:21). Where 
is your treasure? Or to be more 
precise, where is your heart? A 
few verses earlier in chapter six of 
Matthew, Jesus is urging us to lay 
up treasures in heaven and not 
on earth. We understand that the 
heart is seen as the seat of desire, 
passion and love. These are the 
emotions of true relationships. It 
is really these things that drive 
us and make us who we are as 
humans. Head knowledge is good 
- even my computer has head 
knowledge (so to speak). But only 
humans have heart knowledge.  

It is no wonder that God says 
of Israel, through the prophet 
Ezekiel, “I will remove your heart 
of stone and give you a heart 
of flesh, and I will put my Spir-
it in you.” (Ezekiel 36:26-27). 

God longs to have a loving, 
personal relationship with each 
one of us. It is about personal rela-
tionships. Israel had head knowl-
edge of who God was, but they 
did not know him intimately. He 
did not dwell in their hearts. They 
understood, intellectually who 
God was and seemed to focus 
on the act of doing rituals, such as 
offering sacrifices, but missed the 
whole point that our Loving Father 
desires a personal relationship.  

Through the Prophet Hosea, God 
cries this out when He says, “What 
shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 
What shall I do with you, O Judah? 
For I desire steadfast love and 
not sacrifice.” (Hosea 6: 4,6. ESV). 
I can see the confused looks on 
the Israelites’ faces. “But God, you 
told us we must offer sacrifices, 
and now you say you don’t want 
them?”  I can relate. “But God, I 
go to church nearly every week for 
an hour and I read my Bible almost 
every day and I even help out at 
shelters for the needy.” Our minds 
can be saturated in Bible knowl-
edge for all God cares, but where, 
oh where, does my heart long to 
be? And with what is it saturated? 

We can be so busy ‘doing God’s 
work’ or doing ‘good things’ and 
miss what is most important, a 
loving, personal relationship with 
God the Father and Jesus our 

Saviour. The well-known story of 
Martha and Mary is a classic in 
this regard (Luke 10:38-42). Notice 
firstly, it is Martha who invites Jesus 
into her house and then becomes 
distracted with many things. Let’s 
be honest, she was busy doing 
good things not bad things.

‘Let things be’
Many years ago I went with my 
mom to my grandfather’s house. 
He was not well and we were going 
to take him to hospital. My mom 
(being the amazing person she is) 
was busy running around cleaning 
up, packing things and making 
my grandfather comfortable. 
My grandfather was sitting down 
and kept telling her to let things 
be and just come and chat for a 
while. They didn’t speak for long 
and my grandfather didn’t come 
out of the hospital alive. My mom 
says that she always regrets not 
just sitting and chatting for a while 
longer. Telling him certain things she 
wanted to, but then never got the 
chance. Life is busy and hectic, but 
maybe sometimes we should just 
let things be and sit and chat with 
Jesus for a while.  The dirty dishes 
will still be there in the morning.

There is a beautiful promise in Jere-
miah 31, where God promises that 
He will once again bring His people 
out of captivity. He will make a new 
covenant with them and He will 
write His law on their hearts, not on 
stone and the most amazing part 
is where He says that they will all 
know Me. It is about loving, mean-
ingful relationships. It is about the 
true, deep matters of the heart.

Robert the Bruce was buried in 
Dunfermline Abbey and when 
exhumed in 1818 it was found that 
his ribs had been sawn through, 
indicating that his heart had 
indeed been removed. Sir James 
Douglas is said to have taken 
Bruce’s heart in a casket with 
him, but died in battle in Spain. Sir 
William Keith brought Bruce’s heart 
back to Scotland. The casket now 
lays buried at Melrose Abbey.

Johannes Maree
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I think I’m a bit of a news 
addict. With so many chan-
nels available covering just 

about everywhere on earth, I 
can stay informed about all the 
wars, threats of war, invasions, 
kidnappings, crimes, and politi-
cal manoeuvres as they occur. 
At the time of writing, the brutal 
murder of 148 students and staff 
at the Garissa University in Kenya 
is an unfolding ‘top story’, and as 
the days pass, more bodies are 

discovered. How do the parents of 
those students feel?  How do they 
cope with the knowledge that their 
precious son or daughter has just 
been murdered? What if he or she 
is still missing? It’s unthinkable! A 
stream of bad news like this prompts 
me to go into a kind of emotional 
self defence mode. I take a walk 
around the complex where I live, or 
phone a friend, or browse through 
my family photo albums. But this 
only provides temporary relief. 
Sometimes I even feel an inexplica-
ble sense of guilt. How can I enjoy a 

cup of coffee while all these terrible 
things are happening? But whether 
it’s a terrorist attack in the Middle 
East, or crime in my own neighbour-
hood, there is  nothing I can do.

Accustomed to violence
Clearly nothing good comes from 
such negative thinking, and I remind 
myself that Jesus told His disciples 
not to be troubled, and that He 
had overcome the world.  But it 
also brings to mind His words in 
Matthew 24:12. “Because of the 

Hilary Jacobs
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(Read Genesis 12:1-5)

“If you can believe, all things 
are possible to him who 
believes “(Mark 9:23).

When God spoke to Abram, he obeyed 
at once, departing for an unknown 
land based only on a promise.  Child-
less, he trusted God to make of him 
a “great nation” (Genesis 12:2).

God often does his work through “holy 
fools” – dreamers who strike out in ridic-
ulous faith. Yet I tend to approach my 
decisions with calculation and restraint.

My church in Chicago once scheduled 
an all-night vigil or prayer during a major 
crisis. At length we discussed the practi-
cality of the event before finally putting 
it on the calendar. The poorest members 
of the  congregation, a group of senior 
citizens from a housing project responded 
most enthusiastically. I wondered how  
many of their prayers had gone unan-
swered over the years, yet they showed 
a childlike trust in the power of prayer. 
“How  long do you want to stay – an hour 
or two?” we asked, thinking of van shuttles. 
“Oh, we’ll stay  all night,” they replied.

One woman in her 90s explained. “We can 
pray. We got time, and we got faith. Some 
of us don’t sleep much anyway. We can 
pray all night if needs be.” And so they did.

Meanwhile a bunch of yuppies in a down-
town church learned an important lesson. 
Faith often occurs when least expected 
and falters where it  ought to thrive.

Philip Yancey

Faith looks across the storm 
– it does not doubt

Or stop to look at clouds 
and things  without

Faith does  not question 
why when all His ways

Are hard to understand, 
but trusts and prays

PRAYER IS THE VOICE OF FAITH

Anon

Reprinted with kind permission of RBC Ministries

increase of wickedness, the 
love of most will grow cold...” 
(NIV).  Most? That’s scary. 
Could that be me too? Can I 
become so bombarded with 
violence, bloodshed and 
terror that I just take it in my 
stride? Yet another bomb blast 
and any number of people 
killed! “Thank you God that it 
happened thousands of miles 
away, not in my street. I might 
as well switch to another chan-
nel and watch a chef stir up 
trouble in his kitchen.”  Perhaps 
this is wildly exaggerated, but 
like the frog immersed in cold 
water and heated up slowly, 
we can be unaware of the 
rising level of our indifference.

Whenever I read Jesus’ 
message to the seven church-
es in the book of Revelation, 
I can’t escape the feeling 
that it’s easy in the 21st 
century to become like the 
Christians at Laodicea. Jesus 
described them as ‘luke-
warm’, something He would 
spit out of His mouth. Certainly 
no compliment! There is so 
much to entertain us and 
divert our attention away 
from reality and God. When 
life is reasonably comfort-
able, it can become second 
nature to feel that we are 
ok and don’t need a thing. 

 The evil in this world can 
either plunge us into fear and 
depression or help us grow a 
thick skin of self righteousness, 
and even a false sense of 
immunity to danger and harm. 
So how do we as Christians 
guard against indifference to 
suffering without falling victim 
to misery or depression?

Blessed are the 

unhappy?
Jesus pronounced a blessing 
on ‘those who mourn’. The 
word ‘mourn’ goes beyond 
mere sorrow, it actually 
means to ‘experience deep 
grief.’  He said such people 
would be comforted, and 
that is the assurance we 
have – the comfort of the Holy 
Spirit. When led by the Spirit, 
we are able to see beyond 
the mess that this world has 
become. We can know for 

certain that God’s Kingdom,  
already present in Christ’s 
followers, will one day fill the 
whole earth, and all crying 
and tears will be something 
of  the past (Revelation 21:4).     

The prophet Isaiah, inspired 
by the Holy Spirit, was able 
to look forward to this time 
of restoration. “The Spirit 
of the Sovereign Lord is on 
me, because the Lord has 
anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor. He has sent 
me to bind up the broken 
hearted...to comfort all who 
mourn, and to provide for 
those who grieve in Zion – to 
bestow on them a crown 
of beauty instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, and a garment of 
praise instead of a spirit of 
despair...” (Isaiah 61:1-3).

Yes, I can mourn for the evil 
and suffering in the world, I 
can plead with God to ease 
the pain and send relief to 
this planet. I can, and do, 
get angry when I see little 
children killed in the crossfire 
of gang warfare, toddlers 
raped and murdered. Our 
God is an emotional God, 
and He was very angry with 
those in Israel who offered 
their firstborn as a sacrifice to 
the god Molech by casting 
them into a fiery furnace. He 
hates the sin and the suffer-
ing it causes, and shares in 
our sorrow and mourning.

I can get weighed down by 
this continuous stream of bad 
news, but I have a powerful 
antidote in the Comforter. It 
is the Holy Spirit who enables 
me to set my mind on things 
above, to avoid being anxious 
about anything, and to make 
my requests known to God. 
(Philippians 4:6-7). Personally, 
I like to do some inspirational 
reading before going to sleep. 

 And the promise is that the 
peace of God which tran-
scends all understanding will 
guard my heart and mind. 
Though I can mourn for the 
evil, I can at the same time be 
assured it won’t last forever.  

HOLY FOOLSHOLY FOOLS
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“You see, at just the 
right time, when we 
were still powerless, 

Christ died for the ungodly…. 
But God demonstrates his own 
love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ died 
for us.” Romans 5:6, 8 (NIV 
UK)
If you tuned in for the Olympic 
ice-skating in Russia earlier this 
year, you probably heard a piece 
of music written by Japanese 
composer Mamoru Samuragochi. 
Over the last 20 years, Samurago-
chi has worked his way to the 
top of the charts, composing for 
both symphony orchestra and 
video games alike. And he did it 
all while being completely deaf!

But his meteoric rise came to a 
halt when a man stepped forward 
claiming that not only was Samu-
ragochi not deaf—but he, not 
the famed composer, had been 
ghost-writing his work for the last 18 
years. This revelation sent shock-
waves through the classical music 
community. And people who had 
looked to Samuragochi for inspira-
tion were left shaken and ashamed.

Now, I know that we all probably 
look to athletes, politicians and 
theologians as models for how to 
live our life. But just because they’re 
famous doesn’t mean that they’re 
somehow immune to stumbling. 
We’re all human and we live in 
a fallen world. When people fall, 
it shouldn’t come as a surprise. 
Instead, it should point us back to 
the one who never stumbled. His 

name was Jesus and he said this: “I 
am the way and the truth and the 
life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me” (John 14:6).

Jesus faced ridicule, hostility, deceit, 
threats, abandonment, betrayal 
and finally an unjust and torturous 
execution. He also withstood inter-
nal temptation from evil itself and 
endured unimaginable mental 
anguish. Yet, for all this, he never 
gave in to sin—remaining pure 
not only for himself, but also for us. 
Through our union with Christ, His 
non-stumbling will stand in the place 
of our stumbling and we can trust in 
him wholly—without fear or doubt.

It truly is disappointing to find out 
one of your heroes has fallen. And 
for those who held Samuragochi 
in high regard, I hope they won’t 
be turned away from the artistic 
beauty found in classical music. 
But more than that, I hope all of us 
in our stumbling will remember to 
turn to the one who has promised 
never to lie to us and by his truth 
has brought us back into commu-
nion with our loving Father God.

Prayer
Holy Father, we never cease  giving 
our thanks to you, in praising you 
and in worshipping you for what 
you have done for us. None of the 
blessings you are blessed to pour 
on us we deserve, we receive 
them only because of your love.  
We deserve none of  the bless-
ings you pour on us, we receive 
them  only because of your love. 
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Joseph Tkach

Top of 
the Charts
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“What has been will 
be again, what has 
been done will be 

done again; there is nothing new 
under the sun.”  Ecclesiastes 1:9 
(NIV)
‘All that goes around comes around’ 
– that’s all right for a general observa-
tion, but as a general rule, there is an 
exception to all rules and that holds 
true for Solomon’s musing. Noah’s 
flood was a once-off. It is very unlikely 
that the sun will stand still again, or 
that the walls of Jericho will fall down 
again at a blast of trumpets. And I 
think we can be fairly certain that 
there’ll only be one talking donkey in 
the history of the world (Joshua 10:12-
14, Joshua 6:20, Numbers 22:28-30).

Fast forward in time to the first centu-
ry and an upper room in Jerusalem 
where Thomas has missed the first 
appearance of Jesus after the resur-
rection and has put his foot down. 
He is not about to be fobbed off by 
the disciples’ adamant assurances 
that they have seen Jesus, seen his 
hands and side, talked with him and 
even seen him eat. Thomas won’t 

take their second-hand beliefs, and 
equally adamant, lays down his 
terms. “Unless I see the nail marks in 
His hands and put my finger where 
the nails were, and put my hand 
into his side, I will not believe.”

Back in the upper room in the follow-
ing week Jesus graciously offers 
to meet his challenge to help him 
out of his self-made impasse. It’s a 
once-off that no one else in history 
has had offered to them. We do not 
have a record of whether Thom-
as took up the option. What we 
do have is his response. “My Lord 
and my God.” (John 20:19-28)

It is not possible for us to check out 
Jesus’ legitimacy by thrusting our 
hands in his side. Still, those who strug-
gle with their faith are not dismissed, 
put at the back at the class or told to 
write 100 lines of ‘I will not challenge 
or doubt’. Solomon was right in one 
respect – there is one thing to which 
there is no exception, that ‘what has 
been done will be done again’, and 
this is that God in His grace will will-
ingly help and strengthen our beliefs 
when we cry out ‘Lord I believe, help 
my unbelief’, and God’s Spirit will 

touch our spirits and confirm who 
we really are (Romans 8:16 MSG). So 
that we can say with Peter: “Though 
you have not seen him, you love 
Him; and even though you do not 
see Him now, you believe in Him 
and are filled with an inexpressible 
and glorious joy, for you are receiv-
ing the end result of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls (1 Peter 1:8-9).

Prayer
“Father, enable us to hear the voice 
of the Spirit bringing to us the reality 
of the ascended, glorified Jesus, that 
we too may join today with people 
of all races, nations and tongues who 
call out  ‘My Lord and my God.’

Amen”

Reprinted with kind permission of daybyday.org.uk

Hilary Buck

My Lord & 
My God!
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Chris Khoury

At the beginning of this year 
I travelled to northern 
Mozambique with Tim 

Maguire, Grace Communion 
International Mission Developer 
for Southern Africa. 
Our purpose was to visit and minister 
to as many new  Grace Communion 
International (GCI) congregations as 
possible in a limited amount of time.

I’m a GCI bi-vocational pastor. 
Together with my wife, Gill and friend 
Lorna Laister, both of them ordained 
pastors, we minister to the Durban 
congregation in South Africa.

On 1 January I travelled from Durban 
to meet Tim in Johannesburg. Leav-
ing early  the following morning, we 
travelled  through Zimbabwe to  the 
border town of Mutare where we 
stayed the night with GCI pastor 
Emerson Goya and his wife. 

The next day we crossed the 
border into Mozambique, through 
the town of Chemoia and on to 
Morumbala. On the outskirts of this 
town is the little village of Frakeza 
which serves as the headquarters 
of the church in Mozambique. 

On our arrival we were warmly met 
by pastor Mariana Binzi the National 
Leader of GCI in Mozambique and 
pastor Manuel Zasco the Nation-
al Secretary. (Pictured below)

They both live in the village of  
Fraqueza. 

The village children found a chame-
leon and brought it to Tim. Give 
him a snake or a creepy craw-
lie and he’s in his element.

THE CHURCHES
Every congregation we visited 
had a dedicated church building 
made of mud and reeds, built by 

the villagers. Inside the little church-
es there are wooden benches for 
seating, tiny windows and a raised 
platform in front for ministry.

One church had the name 
‘Grace Communion Int’ paint-
ed on the side of the building.

WE GOT RHYTHM
Worship in every congregation 
was very enthusiastic and always 
accompanied with drums, danc-
ing, clapping and a lot of  sing-
ing. Often the younger men and 
women of the village would perform 
a worship song and dance. It was 
inspiring to see all age groups in the 
church participating in worship. 

LOCAL STRUCTURE
There are about 100 GCI congrega-
tions in Mozambique, and we were 
able to visit 25 of these churches over 

MOZAMBIQUE 
MISSION
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a period of five days. Every church is 
led by a pastor, his wife and a team 
of administrators who might be secre-
taries, heads of women’s ministries, 
choir leaders or financial officers. 

TRAVEL
Travel between villages during the 
rainy season is very challenging, and 
we often found ourselves bogged 
down in mud. At times it took hours 
to travel a few short kilometres. 
Though there were always willing 
hands to help dig and push, there 
were times when we needed help 
from above. On one particular day 
we had to walk about 5 kilometres 
and then be ferried across a river in a 
dugout canoe to reach the church.

PASTORAL CARE
There were times when we had to 
have a double translation so that all 
members of the congregation could 
be reached with the message.

Pastor Mariana is addresing the  

congregation in the middle picture  
seen below.

Pastor Manuel was our guide and  
interpreter. 

The communion sacrament was 
offered by the tincture method, 
which involved dipping a broken 
wafer into a cup of grape juice and 
offering it to the members. Glasses 
or cups for wine were non-existent.

In one village, Tim was able to rig 
a generator attached to a laptop 
and DVD player.  We hung a sheet 
in the centre of the village square 
and projected the Jesus movie 
of the Gospel of Luke which had 
a translation into Portuguese. 

About 200 villagers gathered on both  
sides of the screen to watch the  
movie.

HEADQUARTERS
 A few years ago on another trip to 
Mozambique Tim, with other members 
from South Africa were able to show 

the villagers how to sink a well. 

Pastor Manuel is beside the well 
in the far right picture below. In 
the background is the partially 
constructed headquarters church. 
Some $10 000 dollars is needed to 
complete the building and roof.

The people of Mozambique don’t 
have much in the way of physical 
possessions. Life is about communal 
living and they are all subsistence 
farmers who live off the land. But 
their love for God is tangible.

These brothers and sisters in Christ 
are faithful, humble and grateful. 
They have very little material wealth, 
but they are rich spiritually, doing 
the work of God in their lives.
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PENTECOST

Grace Communion Inter-
national congregations, 
along with most Chris-

tian churches, will celebrate 
the day of Pentecost on May 
24 this year. 
‘Pentecost’ was a harvest festi-
val in ancient Israel that became 
one of the great festivals of the 
Christian calendar after Jesus’ 
resurrection and ascension.

We know about the great commis-
sion given by Jesus to His disciples, 
in which He directs them with 
taking the gospel to the world. He 
explained that they were to be His 
witnesses, working alongside Him 
in His ongoing ministry “in Jerusa-
lem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth” 
(Acts 1:8). But before ascending 
to heaven, Jesus told His disciples: 
“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait 
for the gift my Father promised, 
which you have heard me speak 
about” (Acts 1:4). But why should 
they wait there? Why not get on 
with spreading Jesus’ message?

Those first apostles had to under-
stand something important about 
their commission. It is a lesson that 
we need to remember too. This is 
not our ministry. The work of taking 
the good news of salvation to the 
world was, is and always will be 
the ministry of Jesus. He invites us 
to join Him. If we are to do that 
effectively, God knew we would 
need help. So Jesus told His first 
witnesses to do nothing towards 
fulfilling His commission until they 
had received “the gift my Father 
promised.” Obediently, the disciples 
returned to Jerusalem, and waited. 

A dramatic birth
Then, “When the day of Pente-

cost came, they were all together 
in one place. Suddenly a sound 
like the blowing of a violent wind 
came from heaven and filled the 
whole house where they were 
sitting. They saw what seemed 
to be tongues of fire that sepa-
rated and came to rest on each 
of them. All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in other tongues as the 
Spirit enabled them” (Acts 2:1-4).

The day of Pentecost commem-
orates the dramatic birth of the 
New Testament church. It is also a 
reminder that when Jesus returned 
to heaven, He did not leave us 
alone to spread His gospel message 
to the world. God knew that even 
with the best communication skills 
and enthusiasm, we could not do 
that alone. Through the Holy Spirit, 
Jesus would be actively involved 
in the disciples’ work and in ours.

God showed them, in a very 
dramatic way, that the preach-
ing of the gospel message would 
not be constrained or limited by 
the disciples’ ability and resourc-
es. “Now there were staying in 
Jerusalem God-fearing Jews 
from every nation under heaven. 
When they heard this sound, a 
crowd came together in bewil-
derment, because each one 
heard their own language being 
spoken. Utterly amazed, they 
asked: ‘Aren’t all these who are 
speaking Galileans? Then how is it 
that each of us hears them in our 
native language?’” (Acts 2:5-8).

The events of that day remind us 
that the Holy Spirit is not given so 
we may exalt ourselves, but that 
we might be responsible witnesses 
of Jesus Christ. It reminds us that 
the church is more than a place 
to be taught principles of sound 

and virtuous living – it exists to 
proclaim the praises of Jesus Christ. 
It reminds us that although we all 
want to become more like Jesus, 
this is not the only goal we have. 
Christians have a mission – a mission 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
who inspires us to declare the Lord 
Jesus Christ – to bring the message 
of reconciliation through faith in 
His name to the whole world.

A spiritual harvest 
So Pentecost is still a harvest festival. 
Jesus asks His bride – the church 
– to co-minister with Him and be 
involved in a spiritual harvest. 
“Open your eyes and look at 
the fields!” Jesus told His disciples 
while they were in Samaria. “They 
are ripe for harvest” (John 4:35). 
Jesus was talking about a spiritu-
al harvest, in which people are 
given eternal life: “Even now the 
one who reaps draws a wage and 
harvests a crop for eternal life, so 
that the sower and the reaper may 
be glad together” (John 4:36).

“‘My food,’ said Jesus, ‘is to do 
the will of Him who sent me and to 
finish His work’” (John 4:34). That 
was His life, His nourishment, His 
energy. He, in turn, is the source 
of our life. He is our bread – the 
bread of eternal life. We are to 
follow in Jesus’ footsteps, in His way 
of life, allowing Him to live in us. 
We should allow Him to transform 
our goals in life. We should live for 
Him, His purposes and His glory. 

As we remember Pentecost, the 
disciples and the birth of the New 
Testament church, we should not 
forget that we, too, are that same 
church. The Holy Spirit is still with us, 
still empowering us to do the work 
Christ commissioned us to do. 

Joseph Tkach 
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Barry Robinson

V-Formation
“A new command I give 

you: Love one another. 
As I have loved you, so 

you must love one another. By 
this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples, if you love one 
another.”  John 13:34-35 (NIV) 
We can learn much from animals, 
for example, there is the diligence 
of the ant and the faithfulness of 
a dog. Something that has always 
intrigued me is the amazing way 
geese fly in their characteristic 
V-formation. Scientists have deter-
mined that the V-shaped forma-
tion geese use when migrating 
serves two important purposes:

First, it conserves their energy. Each 
bird flies slightly above the bird in 
front, resulting in a reduction of 
wind resistance. The birds take 
turns being in the front, falling back 
when they get tired. In this way, 
the geese can fly for a long time 

before they must stop for rest.

The second benefit is that it is easy 
to keep track of every bird in the 
group. Flying in formation may assist 
with the communication and coor-
dination within the group. This is why 
fighter pilots often use the V-formation 
as it improves the fuel efficiency of 
their aircraft and the visual contact 
they can have with each other.

As the geese instinctively know, we 
need to learn to work together in 
order to maximize our achievements 
and look out for one another in order 
to support those who are flagging.

The New Testament knows nothing of 
solitary Christianity, in fact it is replete 
with references about how we are 
to love, support and encourage 
one another. One such example is 
found in Romans 12: “Love must be 
sincere…Be devoted to one another 
in love. Honour one another above 
yourselves…Share with the Lord’s 
people who are in need. Practice 

hospitality…Live in harmony with 
one another...” (Verses 9-10, 13, 16)

Why not take some time to look up 
the other ‘one another’ passages in 
the New Testament—they provide 
a useful study as to how we can 
demonstrate love in action. If the 
church is to move forward in love and 
unity, take the gospel great distances 
and soar to incredible heights, it has 
to be V shaped behind Christ. So let’s 
fly in formation together showing the 
world that we are indeed His disciples.

Prayer

Father, thank you for placing us 
in a flock of believers. Help us 
to fly together with one anoth-
er as we follow our Master 
wherever He may lead.

Amen

Reprinted with kind permission of daybyday.org.uk
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Anger singes countless 
pages of Scripture. Anger 
and rage can burn a fire 

in your heart, sap your strength, 
and wound you emotionally. It 
all began with the first family. 
“The Lord accepted Abel and 
his gift, but he did not accept 
Cain and his gift. So Cain 
became very angry and felt 
rejected” (Genesis 4:4-5 empha-
sis mine).
Interesting. This is the first appear-
ance of Anger in the Bible. He’ll pop 
up some four hundred more times 
between here and the maps in the 
back, but this is the first occasion. He 
pulls up to the curb and gets out of 
the car, and look who is in the front 
seat with him — Rejection. Anger and 
Rejection in the same sentence.

This isn’t the only time the couple 
is spotted in Scripture. Anger 
can be found throughout God’s 
Word. And more than once rejec-
tion is charged with arson.

The sons of Jacob were reject-
ed by their father. He pampered 
Joseph and neglected them. The 
result? The brothers were angry. 
“Joseph’s brothers saw that their 
father loved him more than all his 
brothers; and so they hated him and 
could not speak to him on friend-
ly terms” (Genesis 37:4 NASB).

Saul was rejected by his people. In 
choosing heroes, they chose the 
fair-haired David over the appoint-
ed king. The result? Saul was ticked 
off. “The women sang as they 
played, and said, “Saul has slain 
his thousands, and David his ten 
thousands.” Then Saul became very 

angry” (1 Samuel 18:7-8 NASB).

David’s work was rejected by God. 
His plan to move the ark of the 
covenant by cart didn’t please the 
Father. And when Uzzah touched 
what he shouldn’t have touched, 
“God smote him…and he died” (2 
Samuel 6:7 RSV). Before David was 
afraid, he fumed. “David became 
angry because of the Lord’s outburst 
against Uzzah” (2 Samuel 6:8 NASB).

And Jonah. The fellow had a whale 
of a problem with anger. (Sorry, 
couldn’t resist.) He didn’t feel the 
Ninevites were worthy of mercy, but 
God did. By forgiving them, God 
rejected Jonah’s opinion. And how 
did the rejection make Jonah feel? 
“It greatly displeased Jonah and he 
became angry” (Jonah 4:1 NASB).

I don’t want to oversimplify a complex 
emotion. Anger has many causes: 
impatience, unmet expectations, 
stress, referees who couldn’t see a 
pass-interference call if you paint-
ed it on their garage door—oops, 
sorry, a flashback to a high-school 
football game. The fire of anger has 
many logs, but according to Bibli-
cal accounts, the thickest and the 
hottest block of wood is rejection.

If rejection causes anger, 
wouldn’t acceptance cure it?

If rejection by heaven makes you 
mad at others, wouldn’t accep-
tance from heaven stir your love 
for them? This is the 7:47 Principle. 
Remember the verse? “He who is 
forgiven little loves little.” (Luke 7:47). 
We can replace the word forgiven 
with accepted and maintain the 
integrity of the passage. “He who 
is accepted little loves little.” If we 

think God is harsh and unfair, guess 
how we’ll treat people. Harshly and 
unfairly. But if we discover that God 
has doused us with unconditional 
love, would that make a difference?

We could learn a lesson from T.D. 
Terry. Many years ago a stressful job 
stirred daily bouts of anger within 
him. His daughter, upon hearing him 
describe those years later, respond-
ed with surprise. “I don’t remember 
any anger during those years.”

He asked if she remembered the 
tree—the one near the driveway 
about halfway between the gate 
and the house. “Remember how 
it used to be tall? Then lost a few 
limbs? And after some time was 
nothing more than a stump?”

She did.

“That was me,” T.D. explained. “I took 
my anger out on the tree. I kicked 
it. I took an axe to it. I tore the limbs. 
I didn’t want to come home mad, 
so I left my anger at the tree.”

Let’s do the same. In fact, let’s go 
a step farther. Rather than take 
out our anger on a tree in the yard, 
let’s take our anger to the tree on 
the hill. Leave your anger at the 
tree of Calvary. When others reject 
you, let God accept you. He sings 
over you. Take a long drink from 
his limitless love, and cool down.

“The Lord accepted Abel and his 
gift, but he did not accept Cain and 
his gift. So Cain became very angry 
and felt rejected” Genesis 4:4-5

Excerpted from: A Love Worth Giving
W Publishing, 2002
Reprinted with permission.

Don’t let ANGER scar you
Max  Lucado

16 - Face to Face | www.face2face.org.za



What’s in a name? Ruth 
is the leading character 
in this book, which is 

named after her. The name Ruth 
means “mercy.” The story shows 
that God’s grace and mercy 
extend beyond Israel to include 
all peoples.

Outline
Ruth can be read as a drama in four 
acts, with a prologue and epilogue 
attached. The prologue tells us 
how Naomi, her husband and two 
sons went to Moab, where her sons 
married. Eventually, Naomi’s husband 
and sons died, and she decided 
to return to Bethlehem in Judea.

In the first act, Naomi tells her Moabite 
daughters-in-law, Orpah and Ruth, 
to stay in Moab. Orpah eventually 
agreed, but Ruth refused to leave 
Naomi and accompanied her to 
Bethlehem (1:8-22). The next act sees 
Ruth gathering barley in the fields of 
Naomi’s relative, Boaz, who showed 
special concern for Ruth (2:1-23).

The third act takes place at the 
threshing floor where, at Naomi’s 
instigation, Ruth hides until Boaz falls 
asleep and then quietly lies down 
by his feet. When Boaz awakes, 
Ruth expresses her desire to marry 
him according to the custom of the 
kinsman-redeemer. But Boaz tells 
her that another man has a prior 
claim (3:1-18). Finally, at the city 
gate, the other relative renounc-
es his claim, and Boaz marries 
Ruth (4:1-12). The epilogue relates 
Naomi’s joy at this turn of events 
and then lists some of Ruth’s descen-
dants, including David (4:13-18).

How to read this book
In stark contrast to Judges, the book 

of Ruth shows us a community that 
did what was right in God’s eyes. It 
is “the story of God’s grace in the 
midst of difficult circumstances. Ruth’s 
story occurred during the time of 
the judges — a period of disobedi-
ence, idolatry, and violence. Even in 
times of crisis and deepest despair, 
there are those who follow God 
and through whom God works. No 
matter how discouraging or antago-
nistic the world may seem, there are 
always people who follow God. He 
will use anyone who is open to Him to 
achieve His purposes” (Life Applica-
tion Bible, NIV, Introduction to Ruth).

Learning about God
Our fascination with the characters 
of Ruth, Naomi and Boaz notwith-
standing, “God is the primary actor 
in the drama” (Edward F. Campbell, 
Jr., Ruth, The Anchor Bible, Vol. 7, p. 
29). Even though human beings are 
free moral agents, God’s unseen 
hand directs events to accomplish 
His purpose, transforming Naomi’s 
sorrow into exultant joy and rewarding 
Ruth’s commitment to Israel’s God 
and community with an enduring 
place of honour in its heritage.

In Boaz, we see a foreshadowing of 
the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. 
“Ruth’s inability to do anything to 
alter her estate typifies absolute 
human helplessness (Romans 5:6); 
and Boaz’s willingness to pay the 
complete price (4:9) foreshadows 
Christ’s full payment for our salvation 
(1 Corinthians 6:20; Galatians 3:13; 1 
Peter 1:18, 19)” (The Spirit-Filled Life 
Bible, NKJV, Introduction to Ruth).

Steadfast love
 According to rabbinic tradition, the 
main theme of Ruth is steadfast love 
(Hebrew: chesed, meaning “faith-
fulness born out of a sense of caring 

and commitment”). All the main 
characters in the book — Ruth, Naomi 
and Boaz — acted with chesed.

Salvation 
The story of Ruth takes place between 
the seasons of Passover and Pente-
cost. Pentecost came at the end 
of the grain harvest season. In the 
Hebrew Bible, Ruth is one of the 
Megilloth (Festival Scrolls) and is read 
during Pentecost. In accepting the 
God of Israel, Ruth foreshadows the 
gentiles becoming a part of spiritu-
al Israel, the church. This became 
possible only after the Pentecost that 
followed Christ’s ascension (Acts 2).

What this book means for 
you
If the most effective teaching is 
by example, the Book of Ruth can 
teach us much about how to live.  
The religious truths found in this 
book relate more to practical life 
than to abstract theology. Loyalty, 
love, kindness, the value of persons, 
and the need to understand one 
another stand out. In the midst of 
the chaos then in the land, mean-
ing could be found by returning to 
the first principles of simple truth. The 
book of Ruth tells us that no matter 
how bad things may be, goodness 
can exist, if we are willing to make 
the effort. (Walter A. Elwell, ed., 
Baker’s Bible Handbook, p. 166)

Bible Study
Exploring the book of Ruth

Tim Finlay and Jim Hurst
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Many Christians don’t 
know what to think of the 
Holy Spirit. It does not 

help much that the King James 
Version (KJV) of the Bible refers 
to the Holy Spirit as the Holy 
Ghost. 
Is he a ghost? What is a ghost? When 
I ask people whether they believe 
ghosts exist, I get an almost equal 
split between those who believe 
they do, and those who don’t. The 
word ‘Ghost’ as used in the KJV 
Bible is an old English word for spirit. 

It also doesn’t help much that the 
word for Spirit in most languag-
es also means ‘air’ or ‘wind’. We 
are told about Stephen who was 
full of the Spirit (Acts 6:5). Was he 
full of the Spirit in the same way 
that a balloon can be full of air?

What we think about the Holy Spir-
it matters a lot. As I was reflecting 
about the celebration of Pentecost, 
(24 May 2015), I realised how diffi-
cult it is to think about the Holy Spirit. 
Pentecost is the celebration of the 
coming of the Holy Spirit into humans, 
just as Christmas is the celebration of 
the coming of Jesus as a human. 

Let me start by affirming what I 
believe. I believe God is Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, and that God is One.  
I believe the Father is God, that the 
Son, Jesus Christ, is God, and that the 
Holy Spirit is God. I believe that these 
three are the One God who exists as 
three distinct persons. The Father is not 
the Son, the Son is not the Holy Spirit, 
and the Holy Spirit is not the Father. 

There are two senses in which the 
word ‘spirit’ is used in the Bible, apart 
from the references to air and wind. 
The first use of the word refers to the 
nature of God. For example, “God is 
spirit, and His worshipers must worship 
in the Spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). 
In other words, the Father is spirit, 
the Son is spirit, and the Holy Spirit 
is spirit. They are spirit, as opposed 
to being flesh and blood. It is the 
same as saying that the first human 
was Adam. In Hebrew I would say 
the first adam was Adam. The word 
for human and the name of the first 
human, Adam, are the same in the 
Hebrew. Adam refers to humans, 
but also happens to be the name 
of the first human as well. ‘Spirit’ 
refers to God, but it also happens 
to also be the name of the third 
person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit.

Therefore, the second sense in which 
the word ‘spirit’ is used in the Bible 

is to refer to the name and identity 
of the third person of the Trinity, the 
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is God, just 
as the Son is God, and the Father is 
God. It is in this sense that Peter was 
using it in Acts 5:3-4 “Then Peter said, 
“’Ananias, how is it that Satan has so 
filled your heart that you have lied 
to the Holy Spirit…You have not lied 
just to human beings but to God.’”

A relational sense
Paul refers to the Holy Spirit as God 
several times. For example, “Don’t 
you know that you yourselves are 
God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 
dwells in your midst?” (1 Corinthians 
3:16). And, “Do you not know that 
your bodies are temples of the Holy 
Spirit” (1 Corinthians 6:19). Paul refers 
to our bodies as the temple of God, 
or the temple of the Holy Spirit. It is 
also important to note that the Spirit is 
also used in a relational sense. To say 
‘God’s Son’ is to show the relationship 
of the Son and God. In the same way, 
to say ‘God’s Spirit’ as in 1 Corinthians 
3:16 above, is to show the relation-
ship of the Spirit and God. It does not 
refer to the Spirit as a thing possessed 
by God, just as God’s Son does not 
make the Son a thing possessed by 
God. It is an expression of their rela-
tionship. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of 
God, just as the Son is the Son of God.

Some Christians struggle to under-
stand the Holy Spirit as a person who 
is God, just as the Father is God and 
the Son is God. They rather think of 
the Holy Spirit as an impersonal entity 
or a power of some sort. Didn’t Jesus 
say the disciples will receive power, 
referring to the Spirit? The best way 
I can explain this is to think of it this 
way. The power of God comes to 
humans in the person of the Holy 
Spirit. There is no manifestation of the 
power of God apart from the Holy 
Spirit. In the same way, the grace 
of God comes to humans in the 
person of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the 
grace of God. To say we are saved 
by grace is to say we are saved by 
Jesus. Max Lucado puts it this way:” 
Grace is everything Jesus. Grace lives 
because He does, works because 
He works, and matters because He 
matters...To be saved by grace is to 
be saved by Him.”1 The Holy Spirit 
is no less a person than Jesus is. 

A guardian
But does it matter how we think of the 
Holy Spirit, some may ask. It matters 
a great deal. The Holy Spirit was sent 
by God to effect our adoption as 
sons and daughters of God. Paul 
puts it this way. “For you have not 
received a spirit of slavery leading to 
fear again, but you have received 

a spirit of adoption as sons by whom 
we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  (Romans 
8:15). It is because we have received 
the Holy Spirit that we are able to 
call God our Father. “Because you 
are sons, God has sent forth the Spir-
it of His Son into our hearts, crying, 
“Abba! Father!“ (Galatians  4:6).

The Holy Spirit is like a guardian whom 
the Father has sent to look after His 
adopted children, whilst they wait to 
be brought home. He is our comforter 
when we face problems. He helps 
us to talk to our Father when we 
don’t know what to say. He helps us 
understand who God is because he 
is also God. He is ever present with us. 
Because he dwells in believers, wher-
ever we go, He is there with us. When 
we do evil things we grieve Him. “And 
do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 
with Whom you were sealed for the 
day of redemption” (Ephesians 4:30). 

I think we need to take the person-
hood of the Holy Spirit more seri-
ously. If we don’t, we will continue 
to grieve Him, lie to Him, defile our 
bodies which are His temple, and we 
will continue to live in the flesh, and 
not in the Spirit. The acts of the flesh 
are sexual immorality, impurity and 
debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; 
hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, 
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 
and envy; drunkenness, orgies, 
quarrelling, jealousy, anger, hostility, 
slander, gossip, conceit and disorder 
(Galatians 5:19; 2 Corinthians 12:20). 

On the other hand, if we take the 
personhood of the Holy Spirit seriously, 
and we are aware of his presence 
in us, our lives will change drasti-
cally, and it will be clear for all to 
see. We will show love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control, 
compassion, humility and patience 
(Galatians 5:22-23; Colossians 3:12). 

One last thing, it is important to note 
that the Holy Spirit doesn’t bring 
attention to Himself. He continually 
points us to Jesus as Jesus predicted 
he would do (John 15:26). Jesus in 
turn continually points us to the Father 
from whom the Spirit comes. We 
should therefore be weary of those 
that want us to focus on the Holy 
Spirit. The Spirit wants us to focus on 
Jesus, who points us to the Father.

“I pray that God, the source of hope, 
will fill you completely with joy and 
peace because you trust in Him. 
Then you will overflow with confi-
dent hope through the power of the 
Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13) Amen!

1. Max Lucado, Grace: More than we deserve, 
greater than we imagine.  Page. 10

 Takalani Musekwa
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The cinema is full. You are 
seated. Everyone around 
you is relaxed. Some are 

chatting. 
Some are munching on popcorn. 
The movie is about to begin. But 
first, a commercial. A driver is on 
a rural road. You are the driver. 
Suddenly everyone’s cell phone 
in the theatre receives a new text 
message. Everyone reaches for their 
device, taking their eyes off the 
screen/road for a second. There is a 
loud noise and instantly the movie 
screen is a crash scene. People 
gasp. You are shocked. The screen 
goes white and reads: “Mobile use 
is now the leading cause of death 
behind the wheel. A reminder to 
keep your eyes on the road.” 

“Keep your eyes on the road.” Wise 
Solomon said that too – thousands 
of years before cell phones: “Keep 
your eyes straight ahead, ignore all 
sideshow distractions” (Proverbs 4:25 
– MSG) and “A discerning man keeps 
wisdom in view but the mind of a 
fool wanders everywhere” (Proverbs 
17:24 -NCV). The wise person, he says, 
concentrates on the path of wisdom 
but the fool is easily distracted. Which 
one are you? Is there someone or 
something grabbing your attention 
and drawing you away from your 
purpose in life? Is it the latest craze or 
quick fix? Is it something on the Inter-
net? Is it a project, then another?

Many scriptures admonish us to focus 
on the essentials and say ‘no’ to the 
distractions. In the well-loved story 
of Mary and Martha, Mary sat and 
listened to Jesus, but Martha was 
angry because she was left with all 
the work in the kitchen. Jesus gently 
corrected her: “Martha, Martha, you 
are worried and upset about many 
things.” Martha had been ‘distract-
ed by all the preparations that had 
to be made’ (Luke 10:38-41). 

Distractions come in all shapes and 
sizes and therefore are an ever-pres-
ent struggle. Consider the following: 

Temptation 
It seems that the temptation to be 
distracted is harder to resist today 
than ever before. Pornography, for 
example, is far more easily accessible 
than in the past. But anything that 
ignites our desires and passions to our 
detriment is a distraction which could 
fracture our lives. What is it that has 
the potential to bring you to ruin if you 
give in to its unhealthy attraction?  Is 

it some form of addiction, sex, the 
lust for power, influence, self-impor-
tance or selfish ambition? We cannot 
‘serve two masters’ (Matthew 6:24).  

Religious lies 
 A popular belief is that success in our 
church and ‘spiritual’ life comes by 
commitment and hard work. If we 
produce and perform, if we try hard-
er, if we just read our Bible 
enough, pray enough, 
do enough evange-
listic outreach - we 
will be successful. 
But we will be 
disappointed. 
Our lives will 
be wrapped 
up in rules 
and routine 
and we will 
be distracted 
because we will 
worry whether we 
have done enough. 

Prophecy 
Christians can become obsessed in 
what is called prophecy. The Great 
Tribulation and the anti-Christ are 
popular subjects. Christians have 
spent the last 2000 years guessing 
the year and even the very date of 
the Second Coming of Jesus. Max 
Lucado describes Matthew 24 ‘as 
the neighbourhood hangout for 
end-times fanatics. The camping 
ground for eschatological mathe-
maticians and last-days prophets.’ 
Concerning Christ’s return he writes; 
Christ “hasn’t chosen to give us 
that date, so time spent speculat-
ing is time poorly used.”1 Biblical 
prophecies of Jesus are awe-inspir-
ing but when we apply so-called 
prophecies to the Middle East and 
other nations we easily become 
side-tracked from our purpose. 

The Past and the Future
Do you often say “If only....” or “I 
should have....”? When we don’t deal 
with worries, failures and regrets they 
become distractions that handicap 
us and can lead to discouragement 
and depression. Satan will drop lies 
into our perceptions of the past – our 
abuse or pain or shame – and magni-
fy them, causing us to live in the past 
and drive us in the present. If we 
allow ourselves to be distracted with 
regrets over yesterday and worries 
over what might happen tomorrow, 
we will have no today in which to live. 

How do we keep ourselves from 
being distracted? God wants you 
to be like Jesus and have a focused 
heart. The main focus of Jesus was 
not His miracles or teaching. It was His 
relationship with His Father – so much 
so He would get up early to be with 
Him. Paul wrote; “Everything else is 
worthless when compared with the 
infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord. For his sake I have discarded 

everything else.....I focus on this 
one thing: Forgetting the 

past and looking forward 
to what lies ahead, I 

press on....” (Philippi-
ans 3:8,13,14 - NLT).

You were created 
for a purpose. The 
purpose of your life 
is to revel in God’s 
love, respond to His 

love and give away 
His love to others. 

Focusing is not just about 
saying ‘no’ to distractions 

but your ‘no’ is saying ‘yes’ to 
your purpose. But this is not about 
self-discipline or will power. We alone 
do not have the strength to focus – 
but we can do all things through Him 
who gives us strength (Philippians 
4:13). Fix your eyes on Jesus. He will 
enable you to go forward in life. 

The story of Mary and Martha illus-
trates where our focus should be. 
Mary seized an eternal moment while 
Martha was seized by momentary 
distractions. Jesus said “Mary has 
made the right choice.” We have a 
choice. Keep your eyes on the road. 

A Prayer 
“Father, too often you don’t find me 
at the feet of Jesus. You find me in 
the kitchen. I am so easily distracted. 
I don’t know why I find so many other 
things more interesting and attractive. 
I am sorry. Help me to understand 
how much you want to spend time 
with me. Holy Spirit lead me into all 
truth and show me how to get my 
mind off the distractions and enable 
me to focus on you. Bring me out of 
the kitchen and let me come and 
sit at your feet. I surrender to you.”

1 Max Lucado; And the Angels were Silent.

Gordon Green

Fix your eyes on Jesus. 
He will enable you to 

go forward in life. 
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Michael Morrison

One of Jesus’ best-loved 
parables reveals far more 
about God’s love than we 

might at first think.
Most Christians are familiar with 
Jesus’ parable of the prodigal son. 
A quick look at this parable reveals 
the example of a hasty young man 
who wastes his inheritance with lavish 
living while living in a foreign land 
(Luke 15:13). Matters are made worse 
when a severe famine grips his new 
homeland (verse 14). Desperate, he 
hires himself out to a man who lets 
him feed his pigs (verse 15). Hungry 
and humiliated, he decides to go 
home to his father, who receives 
him with open arms (verses 17-24). 

But there is more to the story than 
this—much more. Let’s allow the story 
to take us back to the time when 
Jesus spoke what William Barclay in 
The Daily Study Bible Series calls ‘The 
greatest short story in the world.’

Another confrontation
It was another testy meeting between 
Jesus and the religious leaders of 
Judea, the Pharisees. In their midst 
were ‘sinners’ and tax collectors who 
had gathered to hear what Jesus 
had to say. Noting the makeup of 
the crowd that was gathering, the 
Pharisees and religious teachers 
began muttering about the kind 
of company Jesus was keeping, 
saying, “This man welcomes sinners 
and eats with them” (Luke 15:1-2). 

This wasn’t the first time they had 
criticized Jesus and his disciples for 
associating with those the Phari-
sees considered being off-limits. 

Hearing the same criticism later, 
pictured in Luke 15, Jesus again 
answered the Pharisees’ reproach. 
This time he chose to elaborate. He 
began by telling two parables: the 
first focusing on a sheep recovered 
after straying from a flock of 100, 
the second on one of 10 coins that 
had been lost and later found (Luke 
15:3-10). Jesus explained each story’s 
significance: the great joy that takes 
place in heaven when a person 
involved in sin repents of his or her 
lost ways and is restored to a right 
relationship with God (verses 7, 10).

The third parable was the culmi-
nation of his response. For many 
readers, this third parable focuses 
on the prodigal son. Perhaps that’s 
the person they can identify with the 
most. And indeed, in this story Jesus 
does illustrate a young man who 
had lived a profligate, wasteful life-
style and who comes to his senses.

But the word prodigal can mean 

several things—negative or positive: 
recklessly extravagant, characterized 
by wasteful expenditure, lavish, yield-
ing abundantly, luxuriant or profuse 
(Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate 
Dictionary’). The son was extravagant 
in a negative way, but the father 
was extravagant in a positive sense.

Christ’s parable also gives us a 
wonderful glimpse of God the Father’s 
tender, compassionate, even lavish 
love, as exemplified in the role of the 
father in the parable, for those who 
turn from their sins. As we examine 
this father’s actions, we can come to 
see how differently God views things 
than we do.  “’For my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways,’ declares the Lord. 
‘As the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways and my thoughts 
than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:8-9).

Freedom of choice
The father of the story complied with-
out any complaint with his son’s head-
strong wish to receive his inheritance 
for immediate use (Luke 15:12)—a 
request that was rarely granted in 
the Jewish society of Jesus’ day. The 
apparent ease with which the young-
er son’s desire was granted seems to 
suggest that the father gave his chil-
dren great latitude in making choices.

Likewise, we too are constantly 
confronted with choices. It is up to 
each of us to choose our way in 
life. This is a privilege our wise, loving 
Father allows us, on the one hand, 
even while encouraging us to follow 
his way on the other. Just as we 
learn through many of our self-willed 
choices, the son in the story also 
came to understand that the way 
he had chosen did not bring him the 
happiness he sought (verse 17).

The son rehearsed what he would 
say to his father when he returned. 
He had sinned against God and 
his father, and he was no longer 
worthy to be his son. He want-
ed to be made just as one of his 
father’s hired servants (verses 
18-19). And so he returned home.

The father saw his son while he was 
still some distance away, and was 
moved with compassion (verse 20). 
Some commentaries suggest that 
the father had been watching and 
waiting for his son’s return. Whatev-
er the case, the elderly father did 
something uncharacteristic for the 
culture of the day: he ran to meet 
his son. Then he embraced and 
kissed him fervently, or many times, 
as the Greek verb also indicates.

As the son began to repeat the 
speech he had rehearsed, his father 
interrupted (Luke 15:21-22). Instead of 

allowing his son to offer his services as 
a hired servant—one who, as William 
Barclay notes, could be dismissed at 
a day’s notice—the father did some-
thing remarkable. He called for the 
“best robe” (a sign of position), a ring 
for his finger (a sign of authority) and 
shoes (reserved only for freemen).

The father ordered the fattened calf 
to be killed and a party to be orga-
nized to welcome his son home. “For 
this son of mine was dead and is 
alive again; he was lost and is found” 
(verses 23-24). The father welcomed 
his son back with great emotion and 
joy, and restored his son to a posi-
tion of honour, not to that of a hired 
servant. It’s remarkable that our heav-
enly Father does the same with us.

Jesus reminds us through the father’s 
response that God’s ways are not 
ours (Isaiah 55:8). The father gently 
acknowledged to his older son that 
he was aware that he had always 
been with him, and that every-
thing the father had was his older 
son’s. But they had to celebrate the 
return of “this brother of yours” (a 
reminder of the older son’s relation-
ship with his brother). It was not just 
necessary, “it was the right thing. 
The father had to do it. Joy was the 
only proper reaction in such a situ-
ation” (The Tyndale New Testament 
Commentaries, vol. 3, page 268).

When we repent, God restores us to 
the full honors due a child of God, 
regardless of our sins (Acts 3:19: 1 
John 2:1-2). This is hard for human 
beings to grasp. But the lavish mercy 
and forgiveness of God, made possi-
ble by the perfect, willing sacrifice 
of Jesus Christ, are truly amazing. 
Indeed, one could say they are prod-
igal. Because if any point stands out 
in this parable, it is how lavish God 
is in his forgiveness and mercy.

The father in the story reveals the 
humanly incomprehensible love 
that God our Father has for each of 
us, and the earnest desire he has to 
forgive us and have a relationship 
with us. Far from being the story of the 
prodigal son, Luke 15 is more aptly 
the story of the prodigal God—one 
whose lavish, extravagant, luxuri-
ant love for us can only amaze us 
on the one hand and give us great 
solace and comfort on the other.’

Sources:
• Barclay, William. The Daily Study Bible Series, rev. ed. 
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pages 203-206.
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Commentary, vol. 8. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1984, 
pages 982-985.
• Geldenhuys, Norval. The New International Commen-
tary on the New Testament: Commentary on the Gospel 
of Luke. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988, pages 405-413.
• Morris, Leon. The Tyndale New Testament Commen-
taries, rev. ed.. Luke: An Introduction and Commentary. 
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,1989, pages 262-268.
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