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EDITORIAL
William Barkley once wrote: “A 
man may say ‘I am going to 
church to worship God’; but 
he should also be able to say, 
‘I am going to the factory, the 
shop, the office, the school, 
the garage, the mine, the 
shipyard, the field...to worship 
God’. When Christ becomes 
the centre of life then we can 
present real worship, which is 
the offering of every moment 
and every action to God.”

Sadly most people live half, pseu-
do lives. At times all of us fail to live in the reality of relationship 
with God, neglecting to invite Him into and include Him in every 
aspect of our daily living. Daily we face struggles and challenges 
that seem insurmountable. These can only overwhelm us when 
God isn’t invited to be present in the situation, as then His great-
ness and majesty is not there to keep them in true perspective. 
The truth is that we were not made to face these alone. If you are 
feeling stressed, enter into worship; you can’t worry and acknowl-
edge God’s supremacy or look on His glory at the same time. 

Also, by drawing closer to Christ and not trying to drag 
Him closer to us, we enter more deeply into His will.

But God isn’t (or at least shouldn’t be) there just as 
a Band-Aid for the bad times: When we experience 
joy and triumph, they are not half as sweet, because 
He isn’t thanked and invited to share in them.

The Apostle Paul explains the solution to the empti-
ness that so many experience and live:

“So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: 
Take your everyday, ordinary life--your sleeping, eating, 
going-to-work, and walking-around life--and place 
it before God as an offering. Embracing what God 
does for you is the best thing you can do for him. 

Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit 
into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on 
God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily recog-
nize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike 
the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level 
of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-
formed maturity in you.” (Romans 12:1-2 Message Bible)  

I pray that this issue of Face to Face Magazine will help 
to draw you ever deeper into the presence of the Most 
High God; Father, Saviour and Comforter of us all.

In His love

Tim
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Max  Lucado

I didn’t like the preacher I sat by 
on the plane. I know, I know. 
You’re supposed to like every-

one, but this fellow…
To begin with, he took the seat 
next to me. I’d hoped it would stay 
vacant. The plane was crowded. 
It was a Sunday afternoon, and 
I was tired from Sunday morn-
ing services. I was speaking that 
evening in Atlanta and had planned 
on taking a nap on the flight.

But this fellow had other ideas. Though 
he had been assigned another seat, 
he took the one next to me since it 
was closer to the front. And when he 
took it, he took every inch of it—and 
then some. Forgive me, but I get a 
bit territorial about armrests. This guy 
staked his claim on the one between 
us and never relinquished his position.

Knowing I couldn’t sleep, I figured I’d 
review my thoughts for the evening 
lesson, so I opened my Bible.

“What ya’ studying there, buddy?”

I told him, but he never heard.

“The church is lost,” he declared. 
“Hell bound and heartsick.”

Woes and weaknesses
Turns out he is an evangelist. 
He speaks in a different church 
every weekend. “I wake ‘em 
up,” he growled. “Christians are 
asleep. They don’t pray. They 
don’t love. They don’t care.”

With that pronouncement, he took on 
his preaching tone and cadence and 
started listing all the woes and weak-
nesses of the church, “Too lazy-uh, too 
rich-uh, too spoiled-uh, too fat-uh…”

The folks around were beginning to 
listen, and my face was beginning 
to redden. I shouldn’t have let it bug 
me, but it did. I’m one of those fellows 
who never knows what to say at the 
time but then spends the next week 
thinking, I wish I’d thought to say that.

Well, I’ve spent the last few days 
thinking about it, and here is what I 
wish I’d said to the bad news preach-
er: God’s faithfulness has never 
depended on the faithfulness of his 
children. He is faithful even when we 
aren’t. When we lack courage, He 
doesn’t. He has made a history out 
of using people in spite of people.

God Is 
Faithful 
Even When  
We Are Not!
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Need an example? The feeding of the 
five thousand. It’s the only miracle, 
aside from those of the final week, 
recorded in all four Gospels. Why did 
all four writers think it worth repeating? 
Maybe they knew some preachers 
like the one I sat next to. Perhaps they 
wanted to show how God doesn’t 
give up even when His people do.

The day begins with the news of the 
death of John the Baptist. It contin-
ues with the return of the disciples 
from a short-term missionary journey. 
Following the disciples are five thou-
sand men and their families. Jesus 
tries to get away from the crowd 
by crossing the sea, only to find the 
crowd waiting for Him on the other 
side. He wanted to mourn in solitude, 
but instead He was surrounded by 
people. He wanted to spend time 
with just the disciples, but instead He 
got a crowd. He wanted time to think, 
but instead He had people to face.

He spends time teaching them, and 
then he turns to Philip and inquires, 
“Where can we buy enough bread 
for all these people to eat?” (John 
6:5). Keep in mind that Philip has 
been forcing out demons and 
healing the sick (Mark 6:13). We’d 
expect him to be optimistic. A bit of 
faith would be appropriate. After 
all, he’s just spent several weeks 
seeing the impossible happen.

Standing next to him
But how does Philip respond? He 
sounds like the preacher I met on the 
plane. He knows the problem, but he 
has no clue as to the solution. “We 
would all have to work a month to 
buy enough food for each person to 
have only a little piece” (John 6:7).

He can cite the stats, but he can’t 
see how to help. He can crunch the 
numbers, but he can’t construct 
the answer. And though the 
answer to prayer is standing next 
to him, he doesn’t even pray.

Equally disturbing is the silence of 
the other disciples. Are they opti-
mistic? Read their words, and see 
for yourself. “No one lives in this 
place and it is already very late. 
Send the people away so they can 
go to the countryside and towns 
around here to buy themselves 
something to eat” (Mark 6:35-36).

Come on, guys. How about a 
little faith? “You can feed them, 
Jesus. No challenge is too great 
for you. We’ve seen you heal 
the sick and raise the dead; we 
know you can feed the crowd.”

But that’s not what they said. 
If faith is a candle, those 
fellows were in the dark.

It never occurred to the disciples to 
turn the problem over to Jesus. Only 
Andrew had such a thought, but 
even his faith was small. “Here is a boy 
with five loaves of barley bread and 
two little fish, but that is not enough 
for so many people” (John 6:9).

Andrew at least comes to Jesus 
with an idea. But he doesn’t 
come with much faith. In fact, 
one would be hard pressed to find 
much faith on the hill that day.

Philip was cynical.

Andrew was doubtful.

The other disciples were negative.

The preacher I met on the flight 
would’ve felt right at home with 
these guys. Look at them: They 
aren’t praying, they aren’t believ-
ing, they aren’t even seeking a 
solution. If they are doing anything, 
they are telling Christ what to do! 
“Send the people away” (Mark 
6:36). A bit bossy, don’t you think?

Looks like the disciples are “hell-
bound and heartsick.” Looks like 
they are “too lazy-uh, to rich-uh, 
too spoiled-uh, too fat-uh.” Let me 
be clear. I agree with the preach-
er that the church is weak. When 
he bemoans the condition of the 
saints, I could sing the second verse. 
When he laments the health of 
many churches, I don’t argue.

But when he proclaims that we are 
going to hell in a hand basket, I do! 
I simply think God is greater than 
our weakness. In fact, I think it is our 
weakness that reveals how great 
God is. He told another struggler, 
“When you are weak, my power is 
made perfect in you” (2 Corinthians 
12:9). The feeding of the five thou-
sand is an ideal example. The scene 
answers the question, what does God 
do when His children are weak?

If God ever needed an excuse to 
give up on people, He has one here. 
Surely God is going to banish these 
followers until they learn to believe.

Is that what He does? You decide. 
“Then Jesus took the loaves of 
bread, thanked God for them, 
and gave them to the people who 
were sitting there. He did the same 
with the fish, giving as much as the 
people wanted” (John 6:11).

When the disciples didn’t pray, Jesus 
prayed. When the disciples didn’t see 
God, Jesus sought God. When the 
disciples were weak, Jesus was strong. 
When the disciples had no faith, 
Jesus had faith. He thanked God.

For what? The crowds? The pande-
monium? The weariness? The faith-
less disciples? No, he thanked God 

for the basket of bread. He ignored 
the clouds and found the ray of 
sunshine and thanked God for it.

Look what he does next. “Jesus 
divided the bread and gave it 
to his followers, who gave it to 
the people” (Matthew 14:19).

Rather than punish the disciples, 
he employs them. There they go, 
passing out the bread they didn’t 
request, enjoying the answer to the 
prayer they didn’t even pray. If Jesus 
would have reacted according to 
the faith of his disciples, the multi-
tudes would have gone unfed. But 
He didn’t, and He doesn’t. God is 
true to us even when we forget him.

God’s blessings are dispensed 
according to the riches of His grace, 
not according to the depth of our 
faith. “If we are not faithful, He will 
still be faithful, because He cannot 
be false to Himself” (2 Timothy 2:13).

Why is that important to know? So 
you won’t get cynical. Look around 
you. Aren’t there more mouths than 
bread? Aren’t there more wounds 
than physicians? Aren’t there more 
who need the truth than those who 
tell it? Aren’t there more church-
es asleep than churches afire?

Don’t give up, look up
So what do we do? Throw up our 
hands and walk away? Tell the world 
we can’t help them? That’s what 
the disciples wanted to do. Should 
we just give up on the church? That 
seemed to be the approach of 
the preacher I met on the plane.

No, we don’t give up. We look 
up. We trust. We believe. And 
our optimism is not hollow. Christ 
has proven worthy. He has shown 
that He never fails, though there 
is nothing but failure in us.

I’ll probably never see that 
proclaimer of pessimism again, 
but maybe you will. If you do, will 
you give him a message for me?

God is faithful even when 
his children are not.

That’s what makes God, God.
Reprinted with permission
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Barry Robinson

“Even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from 
their master’s table.’  

Then Jesus said to her [the 
Canaanite woman], ‘Woman, 
you have great faith! Your 
request is granted.’ And her 
daughter was healed at that 
moment.” Matthew 15:27-28 
(NIV)
Do you easily take offence?

Often people will say, “No 
offence, but…”, and then 
proceed to say or do something 
that we take offence over.

Moffat Machingura in his book ‘How I 
Kissed Heartbreak Goodbye,’ makes 
this insightful comment, “We cannot 
choose who offends us, but we can 
choose how to respond when we 
are offended.” As I read that quote 
I couldn’t help thinking about the 
Canaanite woman in Matthew 15 
who wanted Jesus to heal her daugh-
ter. There are a number of things that 
happen in this account that could 
have led to her becoming offended. 
Indeed, if I placed myself in her posi-
tion, I can quite easily see how I could 
have taken offence. How would I 
have reacted if I brought my daugh-

ter to Jesus for healing and was greet-
ed with silence? (Jesus didn’t answer 
a word V.23). What would have been 
my response if the Master’s devot-
ed followers tried to get rid of me? 
(So his disciples came to him and 
urged him, “Send her away” V.23). 
And how could I not take offence 
when it appears I’ve been insulted? 
(“It is not right to take the children’s 
bread and toss it to the dogs.” V.26)

Although this scenario is specific to 
the Canaanite woman, you may 
have been there; I know I certainly 
have. There have been times when 
I’ve brought a need to God and 
cried out to Him, but the response 
seems to be one of silence. There 
have been occasions when other 
people have let me down, hurt or 
wounded me, and didn’t seem 
to care in my time of need. When 
turning to the Scripture, the Word of 
God just seems to cut to the heart 
leaving no room for my dignity.

The question is, ‘How should we 
respond in such circumstances?’ 
Should we choose to be offended? 
This Canaanite woman shows us a 
better way. She refused to become 
offended by Jesus’ silence, the 
rejection of others, or by the word 
of Jesus that she didn’t fully under-

stand. She chose to respond by 
saying, “Yes it is, Lord,”… ‘Even the 
dogs eat the crumbs that fall from 
their master’s table.’”  (V.27) Because 
she refused to take offence, Jesus 
said these wonderful words to her, 
“Woman, you have great faith! Your 
request is granted.” (V.28), and with 
that her daughter was healed.

What would have happened if she 
had stormed off in a huff, offended 
by what had happened? In all proba-
bility she would not have heard Jesus’ 
gracious words and her daughter 
wouldn’t have been healed. Makes 
you think doesn’t it?  No offence 
but…  We too need to refuse to take 
offence as God works things out in 
our life, in His way and in His timing.

Prayer

Father, thank you for the example of 
this Canaanite woman who would 
not be put off in her pursuit of Jesus. 
Help me to trust you with all of my life, 
and to make up my mind not to take 
offence as you work with and in me.

Amen

Reprinted with kind permission of daybyday.org.uk

No Offence, but...
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Do Something!
John Stettaford

“By this all will know 
that you are My disci-
ples, if you have love 

for one another.” John 13:35 
(NKJV) 
I began this piece without a thought 
in my head as to its direction or 
content. But then, that’s how most 
us live our lives when we stop to 
think about it. We leave school, 
bright eyed and bushy tailed; we 
have our future perfectly mapped 
out. But then we discover that we 
are subject to the vagaries and 
caprice of the world around us. 
Our dream job may elude us. And 
that first job often determines the 
direction our whole lives will take, 
from school-leaver to retiree.

Most people don’t at some point 
determine to Do Something with their 
lives. That’s why, when we meet or 
hear of someone who has done just 
that, we admire them so much—
their courage, their determination, 
their commitment. Stephen Sutton, 
the 19-year-old who died of cancer 
recently, didn’t have that much time 
to Do Something. But he ended up 
raising almost £5m for cancer char-
ities before he died, and for which 
he received the rare honour of a 

posthumous MBE from the Queen.

But then, we Christians were quiet-
ly minding our own business when 
we were picked up by the scruff of 
the neck and forced to face what 
we were. Then we were offered 
a chance to change and with 
alacrity or with reluctance, even-
tually we accepted the offer. We 
‘bought in’ to Christianity. We set 
out to change our lives with God’s 
help, and we looked for a certain 
future, a given goal, sure promises.

Why, then, do so many Christians 
lose heart, give up? In our age, in 
the west at least, when Christianity 
puts us under little external pres-
sure, does this seem so particular 
a problem? In part, I think it is to 
do with that very lack of external 
pressure. In our age, the wearing 
away by Satan and the World is as 
constant as a dripping tap, and as 
deadly. We actually have to live 
our Christian lives in the face of 
persistent and relentless opposition, 
including from ourselves—subtle 
and often unseen, but nonetheless 
always there, always against us.

In the western world, most Christians 
are not called in this day and age 
to hazard their lives in missionary 
work, or risk ending up as cannibal 

fodder in the jungles of the East; but 
our missionary work, of being unre-
mitting lights in an ever-darkening 
world, is as difficult and relentless. 
John 15:8 says, “By this My Father 
is glorified, that you bear much 
fruit; so you will be my disciples.”

We have not been called to an easi-
er option, rather the opposite. We 
need to be so careful in our walk. 
Landmines and traps litter our prog-
ress, but the rewards for us will be the 
same as those missionaries of old.

Prayer

Gracious Father, how reassuring 
to understand that your grace and 
faithfulness doesn’t rely on us. We 
have, of course, our part to play, but 
this follows your graciousness. We 
give you thanks for your goodness, 
your love and your mercy toward 
us. And this we pray in Jesus’ name.

Amen 

Reprinted with kind permission of daybyday.org.uk
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Is Jesus the Only 
Way of Salvation?

People sometimes object to the 
Christian belief that salva-
tion is available only through 

Jesus Christ. In our pluralistic soci-
ety, tolerance is expected, even 
demanded, and the concept of 
freedom of religion (which permits 
all religions) is sometimes misin-
terpreted to mean that all religions 
are somehow equally true.
All paths lead to the same God, some 
say, as if they have traveled all of 
them and have come back from the 
destination. They are not tolerant of 
the narrow-minded folks who believe 
in only one way, and they object to 
evangelism, for example, as an insult-
ing attempt to change the beliefs of 
other people. Yet they themselves 
want to change the beliefs of people 
who believe in only one way.

What about it—does the Chris-
tian gospel really teach that Jesus 
is the only way of salvation?

Other religions
Most religions are exclusive. Ortho-
dox Jews claim to have the true 
path. Muslims claim to have the best 
revelation of God. Hindus believe 
that they are right, and Buddhists 
believe what they do, not surprisingly, 
because they think it is right. Even the 
modern pluralists believe that plural-
ism is more right than other ideas.

All paths do not lead to the same God. 
The different religions even describe 
different gods. The Hindu has many 
gods, and describes salvation as a 
return to nothingness—certainly a 
different destination than the Muslim 
emphasis on monotheism and heaven-
ly rewards. Neither  Muslim nor  Hindu 
would agree that their paths eventu-
ally lead to the same destination. They 
would fight rather than switch, and the 
Western pluralists would be dismissed 
as condescending and uninformed, 
and an offence to the faiths that the 
pluralists do not want to offend.

We believe that the Christian gospel 

Joseph Tkach
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is correct, while at the same time 
allowing people to not believe it. As 
we understand it, faith requires that 
people have liberty not to believe.

But while we affirm the right for 
people to believe as they decide, this 
does not mean that we believe all 
faiths are true. Allowing other people 
to believe as they wish does not 
mean that we have to quit believing 
that Jesus is the only way of salvation.

Biblical claims
Jesus’ earliest disciples tell us that 
He claimed to be the one and only 
path to God. He said, If you don’t 
follow me, you will not be in the king-
dom of God (Matthew 7:26-27). If 
you reject me, you will not be with 
me in eternity (Matthew 10:32-33).

Jesus said that God “has entrusted 
all judgment to the Son, that all may 
honour the Son just as they honor 
the Father. He who does not honour 
the Son does not honour the Father, 
who sent Him” (John 5:22-23). Jesus 
claimed to be the exclusive means 
of truth and salvation. 
People who reject Him 
are also rejecting God.

“I am the light of 
the world,” He said 
(John 8:12). “I am 
the way and the 
truth and the life. 
No one comes to 
the Father except 
through me. If you 
really knew me, 
you would know my 
Father as well” (John 
14:6-7). People who claim 
that there are other ways 
to salvation are wrong, Jesus said.

Peter was equally blunt when he told 
the Jewish leaders, “Salvation is found 
in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given to men by 
which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

Paul also made it clear when he 
said that people who did not know 
Christ were “dead in your transgres-
sions and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). They 
had no hope, and despite their 
religious beliefs, they did not have 
God (verse 12). There is only one 
Mediator, he said—only one way to 
get to God (1 Timothy 2:5). Jesus was 
the ransom that everyone needed 
(1 Timothy 4:10). If there were any 
other law, or any other path that 
offered salvation, then God would 
have done it (Galatians 3:21).

It is through Christ that the world 
is reconciled to God (Colossians 
1:20-22). Paul was called to spread 
the gospel among the gentiles. 
Their religion, he said, was worthless 

(Acts 14:15). It is like the book of 
Hebrews says: Christ is not just better 
than other paths—He is effective 
whereas they are not (Hebrews 
10:11). It is an all-or-nothing differ-
ence, not one of relative benefit.

The Christian teaching of exclusive 
salvation is based on what Jesus 
Himself said, and what the Scriptures 
teach. And this is tightly linked to who 
Jesus is, and our need for grace.

Our need for grace
The Bible says that Jesus is the Son of 
God in a unique way. As God in the 
flesh, He gave his life for our salvation. 
Jesus prayed for some other way, 
but there was none (Matthew 26:39). 
Salvation comes to us only through 
God himself entering the human 
world to suffer the consequences of 
sin, to free us from sin, as His gift to 
us. Most religions teach some form 
of works as the path of salvation—
saying the right prayers, doing the 
right things, hoping it will be enough. 
They teach that people can be 

good enough if they try hard 
enough. But Christianity 

teaches that we all 
need grace because 

we cannot be good 
enough no matter 
what we do or 
how hard we try. 
It is impossible for 
both ideas to be 
true at the same 
time. The doctrine 

of grace teaches, 
whether we like it 

or not, that no other 
paths lead to salvation.

Future grace
What about people who die without 
hearing about Jesus? What about 
the people who lived before Jesus 
was born, in a land thousands of miles 
away? Do they have any hope?

Yes—precisely because the Christian 
gospel is the gospel of grace. People 
are saved by God’s grace, not by 
pronouncing the name “Jesus” or 
having special knowledge or special 
formulas. Jesus died for the sins of 
the whole world, whether they know 
it or not (2 Corinthians 5:14; 1 John 
2:2). His death was an atoning sacri-
fice for everyone—past, present, 
future, Palestinian or Peruvian.

We are confident that God is true 
to His word when He says He “wants 
everyone to come to repentance” 
(2 Peter 3:9). Although His ways and 
times may often be invisible to us, 
we nonetheless trust Him to love the 
humans He has made. Jesus said 
plainly: “For God so loved the world 

that He gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. For God 
did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the 
world through Him” (John 3:16-17).

We believe that the resurrected Christ 
has conquered death, and there-
fore not even death can pose any 
barrier to His ability to lead people 
to trust Him for salvation. We don’t 
know the hows or whens, but we 
can trust His word. Therefore we can 
believe that one way or another He 
urges every person who ever lived, 
or who ever will live, to trust in Him 
for salvation—whether before they 
die, at the point of death, or even 
after they are dead. If some people 
in the last judgment turn to Christ in 
faith when they at last learn what 
he has done for them, then he will 
certainly not turn them away.

But no matter when people are 
saved, or how well they understand 
it, it is only through Christ that they 
can be saved. Well-intentioned good 
works will never save anyone, no 
matter how sincerely people believe 
that they can be saved if they try 
hard enough. The whole point of 
grace, and of Jesus’ sacrifice, is 
that no amount of good works, no 
amount of religious deeds, can ever 
save anyone. If such a path could 
have been devised, then God would 
have done it (Galatians 3:21).

If people have sincerely tried to 
attain salvation by working, medi-
tating, flagellating, self-immolat-
ing or any other humanly devised 
means, then they will learn that their 
works do not earn them anything 
with God. Salvation is by grace, 
and only by grace. The Christian 
gospel teaches that no one can 
earn it, and yet it is available to all.

No matter what religious path a 
person has been on, Christ can 
rescue them from it and set them on 
His own path. He is the only Son of 
God who provided the only aton-
ing sacrifice that everyone needs. 
He is the unique channel of God’s 
grace and salvation. This is what 
Jesus himself taught as true. Jesus is 
exclusive and inclusive at the same 
time—the narrow way and the 
Saviour of the entire world—the only 
way of salvation, yet available for all.

God’s grace, shown most perfectly in 
Jesus Christ, is exactly what everyone 
needs, and the good news is that it 
is freely given to all. It’s great news, 
and it’s worth sharing—and that is 
something worth thinking about.

What about the 
people who lived 
before Jesus was 

born, in a land 
thousands of miles 

away?
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Michael Morrison

Sharing Your Faith in 
a Postmodern World

Many people today have 
no desire to “get back 
to God.” They have no 

sense of sin, no sense of guilt, 
no sense of God. They do not 
trust authority, or the concept 
of “truth,” which has too often 
been used to oppress people.
How can the good news about 
Jesus be put into terms that are 
meaningful to them? This article 
explains the gospel by focusing on 
interpersonal relationships, which 
people still find meaningful.

Fixing broken relationships
One of the biggest problems in West-
ern society is broken relationships—
friendships that have turned sour, 
promises that have not been kept, 
hopes that have been disappoint-
ed. Many of us have experienced 
divorce, either as a child or as an 
adult. We have experienced pain 
and turmoil from an unstable world. 
We have learned that authorities 
cannot be trusted, that people are 
basically looking out for themselves.

Many of us feel like we are lost in an 
alien world—we don’t know where 
we have come from, where we are 
now, where we are going, how we 
will get there, or where we really 
belong. We try to navigate as best 
we can through the hazards of life, 
like walking through a minefield, trying 
not to show the pain we feel, and not 
knowing whether it’s worth our while.

We feel tremendously alone, having 
to fend for ourselves. We are reluc-
tant to commit to anything. Religion 
doesn’t seem very helpful, either. Reli-
gious people are the ones who blow 
up innocent bystanders, who say that 

people are suffering because God is 
angry at them, who look down their 
noses on people who are different. 
Their idea of God makes no sense in 
the world today—right and wrong 
are just matters of opinion, sin is an 
old-fashioned idea, and guilt feel-
ings are just fodder for psychiatrists.

Jesus seems irrelevant. People 
read about Jesus in the Bible and 
sometimes conclude that he led a 
charmed life, healing people just by 
touching them, making bread out of 
nothing, walking on water, surround-
ed by protective angels, magically 
avoiding bodily harm. That has no 
connection with the world today. 
Even in his crucifixion Jesus seems 
strangely detached from the prob-
lems of life today. His resurrection is 
good news for him, of course, but why 
should I think it is good news for me?

Jesus experienced our world
But the pain we feel in an alienating 
world is precisely the sort of pain that 
Jesus knows. He was betrayed by 
friends, and abused by authorities. 
He was betrayed by a kiss from one 
of his closest associates. Jesus knew 
what it is like for people to cheer 
him one day and jeer the next

Jesus’ cousin, John the Baptist, was 
murdered by the Roman-appoint-
ed ruler because John exposed the 
ruler’s moral failings. Jesus knew he 
would also be killed because He 
challenged the teachings and the 
status of the Jewish religious leaders. 
Jesus knew that people would hate 
him without reason, that friends would 
turn against him, that he would be 
betrayed and killed. He did some-
thing good for us, even though he 
knew ahead of time that we human 

beings would beat and kill him. This 
sort of person, who will be loyal to us 
even when we are hateful, is a true 
friend, the opposite of a betrayer.

We are like people fallen into an icy 
river, unable to swim, and Jesus is the 
guy who jumps into the frigid water 
even though He knows we will do 
our best to grab Him and pull Him 
down in our desperate attempt to 
lift our heads above the water. Jesus 
came into our world, knowing full well 
that we would hate and kill Him.

Jesus did this voluntarily, for us, to 
show us a better way. Maybe that’s 
the sort of person we can trust—if He is 
willing to give His life for us even when 
we are enemies, how much more 
could we trust Him if we are friends?

Our path in life
Jesus can tell us something about 
life, about where we’ve come from 
and where we are going and how 
we are to get there. He can tell us 
about some of the hazards in the 
relationship minefield we call life. We 
don’t have to trust Him very much—
we can just try a little bit to see if it 
works. And as we do this, I think we’ll 
grow in our trust. In fact, I think that 
we will find that He is always right.

Normally, we don’t want friends who 
are always right. It’s annoying. But 
Jesus isn’t the kind of person who 
is always saying “I told you so”—he 
just jumps into the water, fights off 
our efforts to drown him, hauls us 
up onto the bank of the river and 
lets us catch our breath again. And 
off we go, until we do something 
stupid and fall into the river again. 
Eventually, we start learning to ask 
Him where the trip hazards are, and 
where the thin ice is, so that we don’t 
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have to be rescued quite so often.

Jesus is patient. He lets us make 
mistakes, and even lets us suffer from 
those mistakes. He lets us learn—but 
He never runs away. We might not 
even be sure that he exists, but we 
can be sure that patience and 
forgiveness work a lot better than 
anger and alienation when it comes 
to relationships. Jesus is not both-
ered by our doubts and distrust. He 
understands why we are so reluctant 
to trust. He’s been burned himself.

His purpose in being patient is that 
He wants us to finally come to him 
and accept His free invitation to a 
hilariously joyful party. Jesus is talking 
about fun, about joy, about real 
and lasting personal fulfilment that 
doesn’t fade away, about 
people who really love 
you even after they 
know what you’re 
like. We were 
created for rela-
tionships (that’s 
why we want 
them so much), 
and this is what 
Jesus offers.

Divine guid-
ance
There is a life ahead 
of us that’s worth living 
for. That’s why Jesus willingly 
endured the pain of this world, in 
order to point us to a better one 
ahead. It’s like we are trudging 
through a million-mile desert, not 
knowing which way to go, and 
Jesus leaves the comfort and safe-
ty of his tropical paradise to brave 
the sandstorms and tell us there is 
everything we ever wanted, if we 
just change direction and follow Him. 
We can say, Thanks, but I’d rather 
take my chances in the desert—or 
we can, lacking anything better to 
do, take His advice, knowing quite 

well that He didn’t have to come 
into the desert to tell us that.

Jesus tells us where we are right 
now, too. We are not in paradise, 
are we? Life hurts. We know that, 
and He knows that. He experi-
enced it. That’s why He wants to 
get us out of this mess into the kind 
of abundant life that He meant for 
us to have from the beginning.

Jesus tells us that there are some 
relationship hazards in the world 
today (we knew that, didn’t we?). 
Family ties and friendships are two of 
the happiest and most fulfilling rela-
tionships in life, if they work well—but 
they don’t always work well, and 
that is one of the greatest pains in life

There are ways that cause pain, 
and there are ways that 

promote pleasure. Unfor-
tunately, sometimes 

people seek plea-
sure in ways that 
end up causing 
pain for other 
people. Some-
times in our effort 
to avoid pain we 
end up avoiding 

joy as well. So we 
need some guid-

ance as we struggle 
through the trackless 

desert. (Wait a minute—
there are some tracks there—the 

tracks of Jesus, showing a differ-
ent way of life. Maybe if we follow 
them we’ll end up where He is.)

The Creator wants a relationship 
with us, a friendship of love and 
joy, but we stand aloof, fearful. 
We have betrayed our Creator, 
hidden ourselves, refused to open 
the letters he sent. So God came 
in the flesh, in Jesus, into our world 
to tell us that we don’t need to 
be afraid. He has forgiven us, he 
has provided something better 

for us than what we have, he 
wants us to come back home 
where it’s safe and comfortable.

The Messenger was killed, but that 
doesn’t make the message go away. 
Jesus still offers us friendship and 
forgiveness. He is alive again, offering 
not just to show us the way, but also 
to travel with us, and to fish us out 
of the icy waters whenever we fall 
into them. He’ll stick with us through 
thick and thin. He’s persistent, and 
patient. We can count on him, even 
when everyone else disappoints us.

Good news for us
With a friend like Jesus, we don’t 
need to fear our enemies. It’s good 
to have friends in high places, 
and Jesus is about as high as you 
can get. He has all the power in 
the universe, he says, and He has 
already promised to use it for us. 
Jesus invites us to His party, at his 
expense, in paradise. He went to a 
lot of trouble to deliver the invitation. 
He was killed for his trouble, but that 
doesn’t stop him from loving us. He 
still invites everyone to the party.

What about you? Maybe you aren’t 
ready to believe that anyone can 
be so faithful, or that life can really 
be fun forever. That’s OK—He knows 
that your experience makes you 
pretty sceptical of such claims.

 I think you can trust Jesus, but 
don’t take my word for it. Try it 
out for yourself—a little at a time. 
Climb into His boat. You can jump 
out later if you want to, but I think 
you’ll want to stay, and eventu-
ally start working the oars and 
inviting other drowning people in. 
You have nothing to lose but your 
lostness, and everything to gain.

People read about 
Jesus in the Bible 
and sometimes 

conclude that He 
led a charmed life.
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Robert Klynsmith 

What do you mean

I couldn’t help but appreciate 
the gracious manner in which 
my opponent played the 

game.  True sportsmanship in 
action!  He displayed a friendly 
courteous attitude, easily giving 
me the benefit of the doubt 
when a point could have gone 
either way.  I was thoroughly 
beaten, yet walked away with 
the greatest respect for a first 
class player of the sport. 
This was all in the spirit of a highly 
competitive squash tournament 
in which I found myself playing 
against a top league contestant.  
I felt privileged to have had the 
opportunity to engage with the 
masterful strokes of a champion.  

Holding my breath in anticipation, 
I later watched him enter the court 
to play in the finals, looking relaxed 
and in control of the situation.

Then I stared in utter disbelief!  A 
hostile attitude suddenly appeared 
out of nowhere, followed by a lita-
ny of vile words pouring out of my 
hero’s mouth as he began to lose 
his grip on the game, challenging 
the referee on any point that could 
be contested.  He angrily threw 
his racket across the court on one 

occasion.  What a letdown!  My 
hero moved to zero in quick time.   

While an incident of this nature 
accentuates the darker side of 
human nature, it might be helpful to 
take a closer look at the commonly 
held view that ‘healthy competition’ 
is good.  Yes!  Most probably agree 
that competition teaches the value of 
good sportsmanship or how to cope 
with disappointment in the face of 
defeat or how it plays a vital role in 
raising standards as iron sharpens iron.  

The thread of competition weaves 
its way through virtually every facet 
of society, whether in sport, business, 
religion, the political arena, among 
siblings or the macro dynamics of 
national economies and interna-
tional trade.  And what about the 
shocking revelations of how the 
world’s largest soccer body, FIFA, 
disgraced the game over decades 
of corruption, bribery, money 
laundering and racketeering.    

A helicopter view of how compe-
tition often plays itself out in the 
various sectors of our ‘advanced 
civilisation’ is troubling.  Dishearten-
ing stories of once admired sporting 
heroes succumbing to performance 
enhancing drugs, and power hungry 
industrialists ruthlessly clamouring 

over one another to reach the top, 
and let’s not forget the vicious mach-
inations of politicians…opposing 
camps putting on the boxing gloves 
and delivering hard blows to one 
another, especially at election time.

Second fiddle
It is disturbing to sometimes 
observe that success, in whatev-
er form, is accompanied by an air 
of superiority or twinge of envy, 
depending on which side of the 
fence one is sitting.  Few seem to 
like playing second fiddle, even 
if they are among the best. 

We also have numerous Biblical 
examples of how competitive atti-
tudes tear families apart.  There is 
the first recorded murder of how 
Cain could not contain his jealousy 
over Abel, and so bludgeoned him 
to death.  Then Jacob’s favourite 
son, Joseph.  His brothers, seething 
with envy, threw him into the pit 
and conspired to kill him, but finally 
decided to sell him into slavery.   

It reminds me of Paul’s comments in 
Galatians 5, “You, my brothers and 
sisters were called to be free.  But do 
not use your freedom to indulge the 
sinful nature; rather, serve one anoth-
er in love...if you keep on biting and 
devouring each other watch out or 

Healthy 
Competition?
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you will be destroyed by each other.  
So I say, live by the Spirit... Notice 
Paul’s emphasis on living by the Spirit 
and serving one another in love. 

Even the disciples challenged Jesus 
to divulge who would be the great-
est in the Kingdom. Jesus’ response 
was unexpected, yet profound. 

True humility
In Matthew 18 the disciples came 
to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is 
the greatest in the kingdom of heav-
en?”  He called a little child to him, 
and placed the child among them. 
And He said: “Truly I tell you, unless 
you change and become like little 
children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. Therefore, 
whoever takes the lowly 
position of this child is 
the greatest in the 
kingdom of heav-
en. And whoever 
welcomes one such 
child in my name 
welcomes me.”

Later in Matthew 
20:20-23 we read 
that the mother of 
James and John, the 
sons of Zebedee, came to 
Jesus with her sons. She knelt 
respectfully to ask a favour.  “Grant 
that one of these two sons of mine 
may sit at your right and the other 
at your left in the Kingdom.” Parents 
naturally want to see their children 
succeed. Jesus called them togeth-
er and said, “You know that in this 
world kings are tyrants, and officials 
lord it over the people beneath 
them.  But among you it should be 
quite different. Whoever wants to 
be a leader among you must be 
your servant, and whoever wants to 
be first must become your slave.”

Here we learn powerful lessons of 
authentic humility and servanthood, 
the very opposite of being motivat-
ed by power, position or prestige.   

Renowned lecturer and author, Alfie 
Kohn, who speaks widely on human 
behaviour, education, and parenting, 
notes the following; “Even winning 
doesn’t build character; it just lets a 
child gloat temporarily.  Your value 
is defined by what you’ve done and 
not who you are. Worse — you’re 
a good person in proportion to the 
number of people you’ve beaten.  In 
a competitive culture, a child is told 

that it isn’t enough to be good — he 
must triumph over others. The more 
he competes, the more he needs to 
compete to feel good about himself.”

He adds “When I made this point at 
a talk show on national television, 
my objections were waved aside 
by the parents of a seven-year-
old tennis champion named Kyle, 
who appeared on the program 
with me. Kyle had been used to 
winning ever since a tennis rack-
et was put in his hands at the age 
of two. But at the very end of the 
show, someone in the audience 
asked him how he felt when he 
lost. Kyle lowered his head and in a 
small voice replied, ‘ashamed.’”

Paul adds in 2 Corinthi-
ans 10:12-13 (ESV), 

“Not that we 
dare to classify 

or compare 
ourselves 
with some of 
those who are 
commending 
themselves. 

But when they 
measure them-

selves by one anoth-
er and compare them-

selves with one another, 
they are without understanding.”

In reality, comparing ourselves 
with others and striving to become 
better than others lies at the heart 
of our competitive nature. 

The real game changer
And so, how do we respond to 
others as well as our inner selves in a 
competitive environment?  In John 
15, Jesus highlights the need for us to 
remain spiritually grounded in Him, “I 
am the vine, you are the branches. 
If you remain in me and I in you, you 
will bear much fruit; apart from me 
you can do nothing.”  May I suggest 
that developing our talents in His 
presence, in harmony with growing 
in the fruits of the Holy Spirit, is the 
‘real game changer’ to respond-
ing to competition God’s way…
with humility, grace and dignity.   

The teachings of Christ in these 
passages presents us with a unique 
life changing opportunity to grow 
gracefully as individuals while sharp-
ening our God given talents in this 
competitive rat race. Jesus talks 
about the indwelling presence of 

the Holy Spirit later in the chapter, 
our Comforter, which in the Greek 
means ‘one called alongside 
to help’.  Indeed, the Holy Spirit 
walks with us, inspires us to grow 
in Christ and in so doing we glorify 
the Father.  Who we are in Christ 
is what makes all the difference!  

Developing our talents with Christ at 
the centre, transforms how we think 
and do competition.  The golden rule 
in Matthew 7:12 comes to mind, “In 
everything, therefore, treat people 
the same way you want them to 
treat you.” It’s about allowing the 
love of God to take root in our lives, 
abiding in Him, and responding in 
His love as we engage with others, 
even in a competitive environment.

How would you like to be treated 
when you suffer disappointment?  
How about a word of encour-
agement and mentoring, even 
from your opponents?  And we 
all appreciate sincere smiles of 
congratulations when others rejoice 
with us in our success, rather than 
having to grapple with feelings 
of jealousy coming back at us.      

Paul shows how we can rise above 
our selfish human tendencies later 
in Galatians 5; “But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control.  Those 
who belong to Jesus Christ have 
crucified the sinful nature and its 
passions and desires.  Since we live by 
the Spirit, let us keep in step with the 
Spirit.  Let us not become conceited, 
provoking and envying each other.”    

We grow together by treating 
one another with dignity, respect 
and grace.  The indwelling love 
of God enables a healthy desire 
to bring out the best in each 
other…being there for one anoth-
er through the ups and downs of 
successes and disappointments.  

The thread of com-
petition weaves its 
way through virtu-
ally every facet of 

society
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LET THERE
BE LIGHT

It’s a cold, misty, mid winter’s 
morning here in Cape Town. 
The kind of morning when 

you want to stay in bed with 
a cup of hot chocolate and a 
good book.  
Now and then there’s a light patch 
in the sky where the sun is trying to 
make an appearance, but soon 
the mist closes in again. Even the 
birds seem to be sleeping late. 

But I can be fairly confident that 
by the middle of the day the mist 
will have lifted and changed 
everything I see. It will be warmer 
and clearer – encouraging me to 
get busy with something useful. 

I have just finished reading the book 
of Judges in the Bible, a book that 
resembles the weather today. It’s 
all about the misguided actions 
and involvements of the Israelites 
after the death of their hero Josh-
ua, who led them triumphantly 
into the Promised Land. Samson 
and Gideon break through the 
‘clouds’ at times, but the mists of 
self reliance and human reasoning 
soon close in again. The book ends 
with everyone doing his own thing, 
even after a monstrously violent 
episode which rivals anything in the 
news today (Judges 19 and 20). 

Then I turned the page and started 
to read the book of Ruth, realizing 
that these events took place during 
that same gloomy period. The story 
of Ruth (meaning friendship) is one 
of persistence and purpose. Naomi, 
Ruth’s mother-in-law, was about to 
return to the land of Israel. Though 
Ruth insisted on following her back 
home, Naomi pointed out that 
life might be better for her if she 
remained with her own people, the 
Moabites. At least she might find 
another husband there, while pros-
pects in Israel were not too good for 
a foreign girl.  But Ruth would have 

none of it. Come whatever, even 
death, she would cling to Naomi, 
who had by this time changed her 
name to ‘Mara’, meaning ‘bitter’. 
Small wonder, seeing she had 
lost her husband and two sons.

Back in Bethlehem, Ruth faithfully 
follows Naomi’s instructions about 
gathering the leftovers of the barley 
harvest. She finds herself gleaning in 
the fields of Boaz, a relative of 
Naomi on her husband’s 
side.  She finally marries 
Boaz, her kinsman-re-
deemer, and is 
incorporated into 
the physical family 
tree of King David, 
the ancestor of 
Jesus Christ.  In 
Old Testament 
law, a kinsman-re-
deemer was a 
male relative who, 
according to various 
laws of the Pentateuch, 
had the privilege or responsibility 
to act on behalf of a relative who 
was in trouble, danger, or need. 

This story has a wonderfully happy 
ending for both Ruth and Naomi. 
It’s like the sun finally breaking 
through here around midday. 

No bed of roses
I couldn’t help seeing the simi-
larities between the story of Ruth 
and our calling as Christians. Jesus 
didn’t promise us a bed of roses, 
but more likely a difficult time – 
“foxes have holes and birds of the 
air have nests, but the Son of Man 
has no place to lay his head”( 
Matthew 8:20). This was His reply to 
a teacher of the law who wanted 
to follow Him. On another occa-
sion, He made it clear that there 
was a cost involved in discipleship. 
If anyone wanted to build a tower, 
or consider making war with a rival, 
he should count the cost. There 

was no way it would be easy street. 
Like Ruth, Christians might have to 
forsake some of their advantages 
in life, perhaps even putting their 
calling before their own families.

 But there would be huge compen-
sations!  Just as Ruth gleaned in the 
barley fields of Boaz and experi-
enced his kindness and protection, 

so we can have spiritual reas-
surance when we put 

our lives in the hand 
of our Kinsman-Re-

deemer, Jesus 
Christ. We get 
to have fellow-
ship with other 
Christians, 
sometimes in 
a more mean-
ingful way 

than with our 
blood relatives. 

And like Ruth, 
we are destined 

to marry our Kins-
man-Redeemer – in fact 

to become the bride of Christ 
(Revelation 19:7-8). That’s got to 
be the ultimate happy ending.

Though we can still see the dark 
clouds and storms around us, good 
things are happening at the same 
time. The gospel is being preached 
in places we’ve probably never 
heard of, and people are turning 
to Christ even in the midst of chaos 
and crime. This is the news we 
don’t see – the Kingdom of God 
advancing steadily under the guid-
ance of our Kinsman-Redeemer.

By the way, I see the mist 
has lifted and the sun is shin-
ing. There are things I must do 
while the weather allows.

This story of Ruth 
has a wonderfully 
happy ending. It’s 
like the sun finally 
breaking through 
here around mid-

day.

Hilary Jacobs
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May Christians and their 
children participate in 
Halloween activities? To 

answer this question, we should 
first distinguish the secular 
observance of Halloween 
from such important Christian 
festival days as Christmas and 
Easter. 
Christmas celebrates the birth of 
our Saviour and Easter commem-
orates his resurrection. Both these 
Christian holidays memorialize 
profound aspects of the life of Jesus.

The celebration of Halloween has 
no such Christian spiritual features. 
True, this holiday falls on October 
31st, which is the eve of All Saints 
Day, which is a festival day cele-
brated by some Christian churches. 
However, the modern celebration of 
Halloween is not generally thought 
of as a Christian time of worship.

The day does have religious signifi-
cance for some people, particularly 
wiccans1 and druids2. For some 
people and in some regions, Hallow-
een or some of its elements may 
have a non-Christian religious mean-
ing. Some Halloween activities could 
be considered anti-Christian, and 
would, therefore, be avoided. Chris-
tians would want to avoid demonic 
associations, for example. With these 
things in mind, it would be appropri-

ate for Christians to consider care-
fully their activities on this holiday.

For most children, however, there 
is no religious significance involved 
in either the day itself or in such 
elements as pumpkins or costumes. 
It’s true that such things as jack-
o’-lanterns, bonfires and black 
cats, which are part of the 
Halloween tradition, 
may have roots in 
pre-Christian activ-
ities. But when 
children go trick-
or-treating or visit 
“haunted hous-
es” at the local 
shopping centre, 
they are not think-
ing about partic-
ipating in any reli-
gious festivities at all. 
They are just trying to 
“have fun” as they would 
at a movie or amusement park.

Entertainment
Most Christians believe they can 
celebrate Halloween (in some 
respects) as a purely secular day 
of fun. We should remember that 
much of the television we watch 
and many movies we see are what 
we often call “mindless entertain-
ment.” Many other things we do for 
fun, we do precisely for entertain-
ment and for no other reason. That’s 

the way entertainment is. Playing 
checkers or a video game, for 
example, has no redeeming features 
of a cosmic nature except that it’s 
fun, and sometimes relaxing. Many 
classic children’s stories include 
magic or other elements that chil-
dren know are make-believe.

Many people see trick-
or-treating or visiting 

a haunted house 
as being in the 

same category. 
It’s just plain fun, 
and has no spir-
itual, religious 
or enduring 
significance. 
Viewed on that 

basis, partici-
pating in various 

Halloween fun activ-
ities wouldn’t be any 

different than going to 
Disneyland’s “haunted house” 

or enjoying similar entertainment.

The issue of whether to celebrate 
Halloween in any way is usually only 
a question for parents who have 
small children.  Retailers advertise 
Halloween as a time of great fun for 
kids, so they naturally want to partic-
ipate in trick-or-treat walkabouts, 
don spooky clothing and visit local 
“haunted house” stations provided 
by some merchants or involve them-
selves in other related activities.

Paul Kroll

Should Christians 
Celebrate 

Halloween?

But when children 
go trick-or-treating 

or visit “haunted 
houses ,they are 

just trying to have 
fun.
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Barry Robinson 

‘…a time to laugh…’

Ecclesiastes 3:4 (NIV) 

When you read a newspaper or look at the evening  news there 
seems to be so much that is depressing. There always seem to be 
stories of wars, terrorism, murders, financial misdemeanours and 
inappropriate behaviour by those in the public eye. The list could 
go on and on…There seems to be little that we can laugh at.

Peter Ustinov once said, “The sound of laughter has always seemed 
to me the most civilised music in the universe.” The writer of Eccle-
siastes tells us that there is a time for everything (3:1) including 
laughter. So here are a few things that I’ve come across and 
have given me a wry smile and even a little chuckle recently:

Church notice misprints: ”There will be a parish 
sin along on Sunday at 7.30pm.’

‘There will be a meeting of Deacons next Sunday morn-
ing. It will be gin with breakfast at 7.30am.’

‘The sermon on 5th will be given by the Neverend Peter Jones.’

A doubtful compliment: To a minister who was moving to a new 
parish, an elderly lady suggested that his successor would not 
be as good as he had been. ‘Nonsense,’ he replied, flattered. 
‘No really,’ insisted the lady. ‘I’ve lived here under five differ-
ent ministers and each one has been worse than the last.’

Holy wit: A local Roman Catholic priest took part in a carol service 
with ministers of different denominations. When he got into his 
car after the service it wouldn’t start. Passers-by were treated 
to the sight of a Catholic priest, an Anglican clergyman and a 
Methodist minister pushing an old car, when one of them was 
heard to say, ‘This is what I call an ecumenical movement.’

A discussion took place between a priest, a protestant minis-
ter and a rabbi concerning when life begins. The priest 
said, ‘it begins at conception’; the protestant minister said, 
‘no it begins at birth.’ ‘Look’, said the Rabbi, ‘You’ve both 
got it wrong. Life begins when the kids leave home.’

Church magazine entries: ‘Vicar is on holiday until the 27th. Clergy 
from the neighbouring parish will be celebrating while he is away.’

‘Because of problems experienced in the cemetery, people are 
prohibited from picking flowers from any but their own graves.’

‘If you think any of the children are being rude in 
church then you ought to see the Pastor.’

‘There will be a seminar on the 2nd Coming of Jesus, which 
will take place on the 24th of next month – Don’t miss it.’ 

As G.K. Chesterton once said, “It is the test of good religion 
whether you can make a joke of it.” And as the writer of Proverbs 
says, “A cheerful heart is good medicine…”  (Proverbs 17:22).

Let’s keep taking the medicine.

Prayer
Father, thank you for giving us a sense of humour. May 
we never lose the ability to be able to laugh.
Amen
Reprinted with kind permission of daybyday.uk,org

For parents who don’t want their 
children involved in such things, 
they might consider having a 
home party with other parents 
and children that don’t involve 
Halloween-type festivities.  Some 
churches offer an evening 
get-together for children and 
parents, with fun Bible-centred 
games and party snacks.

Should Christians and their children 
participate in Halloween activities 
if they are unsure whether it is the 
right thing to do or are convinced it 
is wrong? The Bible teaches us that 
we should be fully persuaded in our 
own minds about these things—
either pro or con. But we should 
not judge or condemn others who 
are of a different persuasion. The 
Apostle Paul’s advice in Romans 
14 can be applied to the ques-
tion of Halloween activities.

If some people feel uncomfortable 
participating in Halloween activ-
ities, perhaps due to problems in 
their region, then they should not 
do so. The day has religious signif-
icance only to those who give it 
religious significance. (Of course, 
as mentioned earlier, we would do 
well to avoid those activities that 
still do have an unchristian flavour).

 It is the responsibility of each 
Christian to decide, based on 
Biblical and Christian principles, 
whether to participate in Hallow-
een activities, and to avoid 
judging other Christians who 
have different circumstances 
and make different decisions.
1. ‘Wicca’ is a modern pagan witchcraft religion 
developed in England during the first half of the 20th 
century (Wikipedia).
2. A druid was a member of the educated profes-
sional class among the Celtic peoples of Gaul, Britain, 
Ireland and possibly elsewhere during the iron age 
(Wikipedia).

Take The Medicine

Face to Face | www.face2face.org.za  - 17 



 Tim Maguire

Father 
Heart 
of God

Throughout the scriptures 
God is spoken of as our 
Father. Christ Himself, in 

teaching His disciples to pray, 
told them to pray ‘our Father.’ 
Paul goes on to explain this further in 
his letter to the Romans. “The Spirit you 
received does not make you slaves, 
so that you live in fear again; rather, 
the Spirit you received brought about 
your adoption to sonship. And by 
Him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit 
Himself testifies with our spirit that we 
are God’s children” (Romans 8:15-16).

Paul talks about us being adopted 
children. In Roman law, the rights 
of natural sonship were pretty limit-
ed. In fact a Roman father could 
change his son’s trade without even 
consulting him, and under some 
circumstances even sell or have his 
son put to death. However, none of 
this applied to someone you chose 
to adopt as a son. God has chosen 
us as His sons and daughters.

In the last issue of Face to Face 
(volume 7 no. 3), we examined 
the story found in Luke 15:11-32 in 
terms of God’s lavish love for us, 
and came to the conclusion that 
the story could also be viewed as 
the parable of the Prodigal God.

In this article I would like to exam-
ine some aspects of the parable 
that give us greater insights into the 
Father Heart of God, and how He 
expresses this lavish love towards 
us, His beloved children. So let’s 
look again at this amazing parable 

and learn some important lessons 
about the Father Heart of God.

Freedom of choice
“The younger one said to his father, 
‘Father, give me my share of the 
estate.’ So he divided his proper-
ty between them” (Luke 1:12).  

Love can never be forced. It is a 
deep, personal relationship and 
as such involves freedom. God 
has already expressed His love 
towards us (John 3:16), and Christ 
has already died for us and forgiv-
en our sins.  Our response should be 
a voluntary expression of gratitude 
and praise towards the One who 
made this relationship possible.

We see that the father of the story 
complied without any complaint 
with his son’s headstrong wish to 
receive his inheritance for imme-
diate use (Luke 15:12)—a request 
that was rarely, if ever, granted in 
the Jewish society of Jesus’ day. 
The apparent ease with which the 
younger son’s desire was granted 
seems to suggest that the father 
gave his children great latitude in 
making choices. It seems to make no 
sense to our human reasoning that 
God would grant this, but He did. 

To our human reasoning, grace 
makes no sense either.

But our inheritance is eternal 
life, which can only be accom-
plished through grace! 

John 3:17 reveals that we are not 
living under condemnation, but we 

are saved by the grace of God.

We can demand our freedom of 
choice now, and God will give it to 
us, but the cost to us is huge, and just 
like the son, if we choose to squander 
grace, we will end up in the pig pens! 

God’s laws are all to the benefit of His 
beloved children. But if we do choose 
to have our own way, He will not 
turn His back on us, but stand at the 
gate, always waiting and hoping for 
us to turn back to Him. Paul explains 
that grace and freedom do not 
amount to permission to continue in 
sin. “What shall we say, then? Shall 
we go on sinning so that grace may 
increase? By no means! We are those 
who have died to sin; how can we 
live in it any longer?”(Romans 6:1-2).

Generous
Luke 15:17 ... “even the servants 
have food to spare.”

We see God’s generosity coming out 
in the story too. The son knew that 
his father treated even his servants 
with exceptional generosity. No one 
knows the Father’s heart better than 
Jesus. He explained to His disciples 
through the following analogy.

“Which of you, if your son asks for 
bread, will give him a stone? Or 
if he asks for a fish, will give him a 
snake?  If you, then, though you 
are evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much 
more will your Father in heaven give 
good gifts to those who ask Him?” 
(Matthew 7:9-11). If you ever doubt 
His generosity, remember that He 
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gave His beloved Son for you.

Trustworthy
Luke 15:18: “I will set out and 
go back to my father ...”

The son knew what kind of a father 
he had and must have known that 
he could totally trust and rely on, 
and turn to him for help no matter 
what. If he had perceived his dad 
to be harsh and judgemental, 
he probably would never have 
had the courage to go back.

In our Christian walk we need to 
start trusting God and giving Him 
full control over our lives. Stepping 
out in faith and seeing God come 
through for us is one of the most 
healing things He can do in our 
lives. Give God a chance to prove 
Himself.  We can only do this if we 
really get to know God. Start build-
ing that relationship with little steps.

 I had the pleasure of walking my 
young daughter to nursery school 
each day. There was a slight decline 
in the path as we approached the 
school, with a stone wall running 
alongside it. The wall started level 
with the path and gradually got 
higher. I’d hold my daughter’s hand 
and she would walk along the top 
of the wall to where it ended, which 
was about a metre and a half off 
the ground, and then she would 
clamber down into my arms.

One day I told her to jump to me 
and I would catch her. She was 
hesitant and I could see the fear in 
her eyes, but she could see me right 
there below her, and she jumped!  
Of course I caught her. The following 
day she asked to jump again. By the 
end of the term it had become a 
challenge, and she was telling me 
to stand ever further back and was 
taking flying leaps through the air 
into my waiting arms! Through putting 
her trust in me into practice she had 
allowed it to grow day by day.

Won’t give up on us
 Luke 15:20: “But while he was still a 
long way off, his father saw him...”

I can picture the father in the 
story, staring down the path his son 
would have to take to return home, 
hoping beyond hope that today 
would be the day that his beloved 
son would come back to him.

Trust in your Father’s presence. There 
is nothing that you can do, or have 
done, that can change the love He 
has for you. He promised He would 
be with us, even to the end of the 
age. He’s not like people who hold 
grudges, or get too busy and don’t 
have time for you. No matter what 

we do, or where we go, no matter 
what poor decisions or life choices 
we make, He is there for us; stand-
ing at the gate, hoping that we will 
have the sense to come home to 
Him. There is nothing we can do to 
change His love for us, because it’s 
not based on what we do, it’s based 
on who He is! Note what the apos-
tle Paul told his protégé Timothy.

“...who has saved us and called 
us to a holy life—not because 
of anything we have done but 
because of His own purpose 
and grace “(2 Timothy 1:9).

Compassionate, loving and 
affectionate
Luke 15:20... “He ran to his son, threw 
his arms around him and kissed him.”

God’s love for us goes way beyond 
our human comprehension.

The Psalmist tells us that all the 
ways of the Lord are loving 
and faithful (Psalm 25:10).  

In 2 Kings 13:23, speaking of the Isra-
elites who continually disobeyed 
and rejected God, the scripture 
tells us that “The Lord was gracious 
to them and had compassion 
and showed concern for them 
because of His covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” 

How much more so will He have 
compassion and forgiveness on those 
in covenant through His Son Jesus 
the Christ? The father didn’t stand 
and lecture his son about the error 
of his ways, but ran to his son, threw 
his arms around him and kissed him.

Gracious and forgiving
“‘For this son of mine was dead 
and is alive again; he was lost 
and is found.’ So they began 
to celebrate” (Luke 15:24).

Too many people view God as 
an angry Father who is looking 
for any sort of excuse to punish 
us for the wrong that we do.  
How far this is from the truth!

Psalm 103:8-10 reveals more to us 
about God’s Father heart. “The Lord 
is compassionate and gracious, slow 
to anger, abounding in love. He 
will not always accuse, nor will He 
harbour His anger forever; He does 
not treat us as our sins deserve, or 
repay us according to our iniquities.” 

When we have done wrong and 
are suffering the consequences, or 
are wracked with guilt, the Father 
doesn’t take any sort of pleasure 
in our suffering; He wants, as any 
father would, to comfort us. Don’t try 
to intellectualise or spiritualise pain, 

thinking of it as a punishment from 
God. Rather turn to Him, crawl into 
his arms and allow Him, through the 
Holy Spirit in you, to comfort you.

Psalm 103:12-13: “As far as the 
east is from the west, so far has He 
removed our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion on his 
children, so the Lord has compas-
sion on those who fear Him...” 

Empathetic and patient
Luke 15:28:  “The older broth-
er became angry and refused 
to go in. So his father went out 
and pleaded with Him.” 

Even in dealing with the self righteous-
ness of the second brother, we can 
see a very important aspect of the 
Father heart of God.  He went out 
and pleaded with the older brother, 
‘come in, and lets rejoice together!’

 Believe it or not, the scriptures reveal 
that God doesn’t want to lose a single 
one of us. He understands our human-
ness and weaknesses. Christ took on 
our humanity so that He could act 
as intercessor and mediator for us. 

1 Timothy 2: 4-5 “...who wants all 
people to be saved and to come 
to a knowledge of the truth. For 
there is one God and one mediator 
between God and mankind, the man 
Christ Jesus.”  (See also 2 Peter 3:9).

As Christians, we need to draw clos-
er to the Father, allowing His Father 
heart to touch and change our 
stony human hearts.  We too must 
rejoice and be glad when we see 
sinners turning to Him. More than 
anything, God wants our hearts 
to mourn for the things that pain 
His heart, and that we hold others 
in the same love that He does. 

Ephesians 4:6 reveals that God has 
included all people in His plan “one 
God and Father of all, who is over 
all and through all and in all...” God 
is an inclusive Father in Paul’s mind. 
He is not just the Father of Israel, but 
through Jesus each of us is adopt-
ed by God, and God is everyone’s 
Father in Christ. This means that 
the people we meet on the street, 
those in far off lands, those who 
may disagree with us, even those 
who don’t believe as we do – they 
are all included in Paul’s statement 
above: “One God and Father of all”.

 And all are included in the liber-
ating, generous, trustworthy, 
steadfast, compassionate, loving, 
affectionate, graciously forgiving 
and patient Father heart of God!
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The 
Extraordinary 

in the 
Ordinary

KING 
SOLOMON’S

MINES
MODERN WISDOM 
FROM THE ANCIENT 
BOOK OF PROVERBS 

(PART 27)
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What is your pet peeve? One 
of my biggest annoyances is 
being stuck in traffic. A few 
years ago I was stuck in a traffic 
jam for so long that I felt I had 
been there for the whole day! 
However, the good news is that 
I have stopped complaining in 
traffic jams. One reason is that 
I heard of a traffic jam in China 
that went on not for an hour, 
or a day or a week, but for 12 
days! Ironically, the cause of 
the huge traffic jam was the 
road-work along a 120 kilome-
tre stretch of the busy highway 
- essentially turning it into a big 
parking lot. So whenever I begin 
to agonise in the heavy traffic 
I recall this bizarre incident. It 
helps me to calm down - a little!     

But I have a far greater reason 
for no longer complaining 
about traffic jams. It all has to 
do with a verse I discovered in 
the Book of Proverbs. But I’m 
getting ahead of myself. Let me 
give you a little background to 
my life-changing discovery. 

About a year ago it dawned on 
me that Proverbs doesn’t discuss 
many of the most import-
ant Biblical subjects. 
There is nothing 
about heaven, 
hell, church 
attendance, 
bible study, 
salvation, 
fasting or 
prophecy. 
Instead, the 
wise sayings 
are about 
the ordi-
nary day-to-
day-ness of 
life: relationships, 
financial accountability, 
laziness, friendships, emotions, 
communication, criticism, 
responsibility and so forth.  

Of course God cares about 
our understanding of the enor-
mous Biblical truths, but what 
became amazingly clear to 
me was that He cares deeply 
about the nuances that make 
a difference in our relationships 
and ordinary daily experienc-
es. But that’s not all. The New 
Testament tells us that the 
personified ‘divine wisdom’ of 
the Old Testament is actually 
Jesus (I Corinthians 1:30).1 The 

proverbs are expressions of the 
wisdom of Christ. But it gets 
more intriguing. One of Jesus’ 
titles is “Immanuel” which means 
“God with us”. If He is with us 
and in us (John 14:20) then He 
is involved in every detail of our 
ordinary day-to-day lives. Prov-
erbs 1:20-21 emphasises this:  

“Wisdom cries aloud in the 
street, in the markets she rais-
es her voice;  at the head 
of the noisy streets she cries 
out; at the entrance of the 
city gates she speaks.” 

In these verses wisdom (person-
ified as a woman), is constantly 
calling out to us in our real 
world where we live and strug-
gle day by day. She is readily 
available and in the middle 
of all the bustle and anxiety 
and competition she begs us 
to listen. Too many people 
picture God as remote, indif-
ferent, stern, peering down at 
us and only interested in the 
big doctrines like salvation, 
heaven, hell and judgement. 
But if that is true then He 
skips over our entire lives! 

In the Lord’s prayer Jesus 
taught us to ask 

Him for our ‘daily 
bread’ indicat-

ing that God 
is concerned 
about our 
ordinary 
needs – our 
food, our 
job, our 

clothes. This 
is beautifully 

illustrated in 
Jesus’ first miracle 

when he changed 
water into wine (John 

2:1-11). Although He was on the 
greatest mission in the history 
of mankind He made time to 
attend a wedding. Weddings 
in Jesus’ day were week-long 
festivals and often the whole 
town was invited. To run out of 
wine was more than embar-
rassing; it broke the strong 
unwritten laws of hospitality. 
Jesus quietly responded to a 
heartfelt need by performing 
an unnecessary act of kindness 
at an ordinary wedding for an 
ordinary unnamed couple.  

Jesus’ concern, compassion 
and involvement was again 

revealed when He fed five 
thousand hungry people on 
a hilltop (John 6:1-15). Instead 
of sending the crowd home 
He miraculously multiplied five 
loaves and two fish so that “all 
had enough to eat” (verse 12). 
Both of these fascinating stories 
open a window and shine a 
light into who God really is. He 
is so passionate and interest-
ed and involved in the details 
of our little lives that He is will-
ing to reveal His love through 
the ordinary - loaves, fish and 
weddings. Not only does God 
love us – He really likes us!

But what about traffic jams?  
Is He with us in them as well? 
Notice how Proverbs 1:21 is 
rendered in the Message Bible:   

“In the middle of the  
traffic she takes her stand.

 At the busiest corner she 
(wisdom) calls out.”

The next time you are stuck in 
traffic see the traffic jam as the 
arena of His life for that moment. 
Instead of blowing your hooter 
and punching your steering 
wheel, ask God to give you 
eyes to see Him in the moment. 
Perhaps He will speak a word 
into your heart in the stillness and 
peace of a traffic jam! Jesus is 
always with us and is doing His 
works in and through us. He is in 
our laughter. He is in our tears. 
He is sitting with you. He is in you 
as you work on your budget, 
wait in the bank queue and sit 
at your office desk. Be alert. Be 
aware. Listen. He may be calling 
out to you. There is more going 
on in your ordinary life right now 
than you ever dared to dream! 

Prayer: “Holy Spirit give me 
eyes to see the presence and 
work of Jesus Christ. Show 
me Jesus in others, in work 
and play and music, in rela-
tionships, laughter and in my 
ordinary life. How can I glorify 
you as I do ‘ordinary’ things?” 
1 For further information about this fascinating 
subject please refer to Face to Face magazine: 
Volume 3, Number 5, 2011 p22 (King Solomon’s 
Mines – What is it really about?). 

Gordon Green

Although Jesus was on 
the greatest mission in 
the history of mankind 

He made time to attend 
a wedding
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Tammy Tkach

The microwave is one of 
the greatest inventions for 
the kitchen. It allows us 

to quickly reheat or cook food, 
including pop-corn (my favour-
ite). 
But it might have been only the 
beginning of the trend to deliver 
instant gratification and a cause 
of the increasing lack of impa-
tience rampant today. Everyone 
wants what they want right now! 

Impatience isn’t the only conse-
quence of our want-it-now, get-it-
now society. We’ve stopped thinking 
about the future. In an article in the 
autumn 2014 issue of The American 
Scholar titled ‘Instant Gratification’, 
Paul Roberts talked about how the 
growing problem of wanting and 
getting what we desire instantly is 
causing more problems than just 
a lot of impatience. “Under the 
escalating drive for quick, efficient 
‘returns,’ our whole socio-economic 
system is adopting an almost child-
like impulsiveness, wholly obsessed 
with short-term gain and narrow 
self-interest and increasingly oblivi-
ous to long-term consequences.” 

We see this everywhere we look, 
from drivers cutting each other off 
in traffic because they’re in a hurry, 

to students cheating on tests rath-
er than patiently studying to really 
get the material. Get-rich-quick 
schemes have always been with us, 
but more and more we see corpo-
rations focusing on making profits 
over the long term good of society. 

Instant gratification is having a 
negative effect on overall matu-
rity, as Roberts says in the above 
mentioned article: “The notion of 
future consequences, so essential 
to our development as functional 
citizens, as adults, is relegated to the 
background, inviting us to remain in 
a state of permanent childhood.” 

People as a whole used to be able 
to wait patiently: farmers waited for 
their crops; we waited for letters in 
the mail; travel took longer, news 
wasn’t instant; we didn’t have mobile 
banking, mobile shopping or over-
night deliveries. Everything took time. 
I think this has affected the way we 
think of God’s plan and anticipate 
the Kingdom. With the focus on 
getting what we want immediately, 
have we forgotten this life isn’t all 
there is? We want everything to be 
perfect now, forgetting the perfec-
tion of heaven is far off and is what 
we wait for with great anticipation.

Peggy Noonan, former speech writer 
for Ronald Reagan, said something 

that struck me as a profound truth in 
our impatient times: “I think we have 
lost the old knowledge that happiness 
is overrated—that, in a way, life is 
overrated. ...Our ancestors believed in 
two worlds, and understood this to be 
the solitary, poor, nasty, brutish and 
short one. We are the first generations 
of man that actually expected to 
find happiness here on earth, and our 
search for it has caused such unhap-
piness. The reason: If you do not 
believe in another, higher world, if you 
believe only in the flat material world 
around you, if you believe that this 
is your only chance at happiness—if 
that is what you believe, then you 
are not disappointed when the world 
does not give you a good measure of 
its riches, you are despairing” (Forbes 
Magazine: September 14, 1992). 

Life is not about getting everything 
we want right now. It’s about doing 
the best we can, “living a life of 
goodness and peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit” (Romans 14:17, NLT) 
and looking forward, with patience, 
to the time when God will make all 
things new. This life isn’t all there is: we 
have a future well worth waiting for. 

WAIT 
for it...
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Jospeh Tkach

Beaches are some of the 
most beautiful places in 
God’s creation. But there’s 

one in northern California that 
didn’t start that way. 
It’s called ‘Glass Beach’ and it got 
its name because the local town 
didn’t have a garbage removal 
service. So they threw their trash 
over the cliffs. Empty bottles, shat-
tered windows, even cars ended up 
there. And eventually, the city was 
forced to close down the beach.

But that’s when something real-
ly interesting happened. As the 
years passed, the waves ground 
all that broken glass into smooth 
pebbles. And finally, the garbage-
filled beach was transformed into a 
beautiful kaleidoscope of colour. 

This whole process reminded me 

of our sanctification – the way in 
which we as Christ-followers are 
moulded and shaped through the 
power of the Holy Spirit to become 
more and more like our Saviour. 
The Book of Titus puts it this way: 

“He saved us, not because of works 
done by us in righteousness, but 
according to his own mercy, by 
the washing of regeneration and 
renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom 
he poured out on us richly through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that 
being justified by his grace we might 
become heirs according to the hope 
of eternal life” (Titus 3:5-7, ESV). 

We know that the grace of Jesus has 
already justified us in the eyes of God. 
But as fallen human beings, it’s impos-
sible for us to fully live out the perfect 
character of Christ each day. This is 
where the Holy Spirit comes in. It’s only 

through his activity in our hearts and 
minds that we can truly be changed, 
sharing more and more in our full 
humanity regenerated and raised up 
in Christ and given to us by his Spirit. 

Like the waves crashing year after 
year on Glass Beach, the Holy Spirit 
works to remove our rough edges, 
using events and circumstances in 
our lives for the refinement of our 
character, gently and persistent-
ly re-shaping us into the image of 
Christ. So that just like Glass Beach, 
what might start out looking like 
garbage, can be refined into a truly 
beautiful kaleidoscope reflecting the 
very light and life of Jesus Christ.

Glass 
Beach
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attending one of our church services, 
please contact one of the following 
pastors for more information.

 

Gordon Green  
082 564 0983 Free State and Lesotho
Gladman Ncokazi  
083 230 2643 Eastern Cape
Gordon Green  
082 564 0983 Kwazulu-Natal
Caleb Makhela  
084 326 6594 Limpopo
 

Takalani Musekwa  
082 444 3602 Gauteng
Trevor Weber  
082 927 9864 Western Cape
Tim Maguire  
082 374 8437 Other
Lascan Sikosi  
+264 81 221 3006 Namibia

Looking for a Congregation?

LISTEN TO FACE TO FACE ON RADIO

On-air 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, o�ering the 
best mix of contemporary Christian music and 

compelling chat, combined with up-to-the-min-
ute news, weather forecasts, tra�c and travel 

information. www.ccfm.org.za

Cape Town | 107.5 FM
From 1st July 2015, F2F messages will be broad-
cast Mon-Fri @ 08h20 on LINK FM Radio, 97.1 FM 

Stereo, Eastern Cape. Link FM can also be 
accessed on DSTV audio channel 875. 

www.linkfm.co.za

Eastern Cape | 97.1 FM


