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EDITORIAL
Although the exact date of Jesus’ 
birth is unclear, obscured by the 
mists of time, Christmas is the time 
when Christians are reminded 
that God came down to us and 
took on our humanity so that we 
might become children of God. 

As the scriptures states, “Yet to 
all who did receive Him, to those 
who believed in His name, He 
gave the right to become chil-
dren of God – children born not 
of natural descent, nor of human 
decision or a husband’s will, but 
born of God.” (John 1:12-13)

It is a time when many Christians reflect on the mystery and 
miracle of the incarnation. One of the all time favourite Carols 
sung in celebration of Christ’s incarnation is “Joy to the World”. 

The lyrics remind us that earth should prepare for her King, 
and that each heart should prepare Him room. As Jesus 
predicted of Himself, “And I, when I am lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all men to myself.” (John 12:32).

 In the book of Luke a devout old man called Simeon gives us 
further insights. The Holy Spirit had shown Simeon that he would 
not die before he had seen the Messiah. Simeon is led by the Holy 
Spirit into the temple courts just as Mary and Joseph enter with 
Jesus. Simeon took Jesus in his arms and praised God: “Sover-
eign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in 
peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have 
prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32).

Simeon praised God not just for the salvation of Israel, but 
also for the salvation of all peoples of all nations, who would 
believe in Him. Paul wrote: “For God was pleased to have 
all His fullness dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile to 
Himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heav-
en, by making peace through His blood, shed on the cross” 
(Colossians 1:19-20). Through the incarnation of Christ, salva-
tion has now become available to the entire world.

Despite Israel failing to keep the covenant God made with 
them, and despite all the sins of the gentiles, through Jesus 
was accomplished everything necessary for the salvation of 
the world. And that is why the Christmas season is a time to 
celebrate God’s great gift to the world, His one and only Son, 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. And that is why we believe 
Face to Face should continue proclaiming the good news, 
which is God’s love poured out on an undeserving world.

May you have a meaningful and love filled festive 
season, and may 2016 be filled with His true blessings.

In Christian love,

Tim



OUR VISION

“Living and sharing life  
changing Hope, with all kinds of 

people in all kinds of places”

OUR MISSION

1.   Face to Face seeks to become a 
trustworthy Christian Media Ministry 
with a reputation for quality content, 
balanced theology and thought 
provoking articles and programmes.

2.  Face to Face is committed to 
bringing a positive and practical 
Christian perspective on everyday 
issues facing ordinary people. Its 
content is biblically based, relation-
al, inspirational and informative.

3.  Face to Face undertakes to engage 
individuals from a wide range of 
national and cultural backgrounds. 
It seeks to reflect perspectives 
across these cultural boundaries 
fairly, accurately and respectfully.

4.  Face to Face seeks to inspire readers 
to embrace the gospel and live a 
grace-centred life in Jesus Christ.

5.  Face to Face seeks to cultivate 
a cooperative and constructive 
engagement with leaders and 
communities across a broad 
spectrum of Christian faiths.

OUR VALUES
1.  Respect for human cultural diversity 

2.  All people, without exception, are of 
equal value and spiritual potential

3.  Responsible theological methods  
and exegesis of Scripture

4.  Trustworthiness and 
earned credibility  

5.  Building relationships individ-
ually and in community
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The 
Santa 
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God?
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The hustle and bustle of 
Christmas has started. 
Buying the right present 

for the right person (at the 
right price!) is on most people’s 
minds. 
A lot of kids have written long lists 
to Santa, asking what they would 
like. Some of the more sensible 
ones - a red bicycle - may get 
lucky on Christmas morning. Some 
- a real live unicorn – won’t.

Many, even believing Christians, 
mistakenly believe that God is 
somehow like having their own 
personal Santa, 365 days a year. 
They ask for ‘stuff’ and hope God 
comes through for them. Have you 
perhaps, at times wondered why, if 
God loves you so much, He hasn’t 
given you that job, house, or even 
a meal to fill your aching belly, or 
a spouse to fill the hollow empti-
ness you feel? ‘He must have no 
interest in me’, we reason humanly, 
‘otherwise He would prove it’. Some 
of us even take it a step further; If 
I am a good Christian, then sure-
ly God owes me something?

Twisted scriptures
Isn’t that what the slick preacher on 
TV is telling me; or the sincere pastor 
behind the pulpit? Possibly, but if it 
is, it’s one of religion’s greatest lies. 
I’m sure you have heard the follow-
ing quoted: “For you know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though He was rich, yet for your 
sake He became poor, so that you 
through his poverty might become 
rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9). They make 
the argument that we are to be 
physically rich because Jesus 
humbled Himself, totally missing the 
point that He is talking about spiri-
tual riches. Jesus was (and is) God, 
but He gave up all the grandeur of 
the heavenly realm to reach out 
and rescue us, walking with us on 
this dusty earth. We were lost and 
doomed by sin, but because of His 
love, we now have riches in heav-
enly places. “Praise be to the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in the heavenly 
realms with every spiritual blessing 
in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3, emphasis 
mine). It’s important to note the 
tense that Paul uses here. He has 
blessed us with spiritual blessings. 
This isn’t some future event that 
we look forward to, but the reali-

ty we live in, now, as Christians.

 “Beloved, I wish above all things 
that thou may prosper and be 
in health” ( 3 John:2 KJV), is also 
used out of context to teach that 
Christians are promised health and 
wealth if they have enough faith. 
This is a standard greeting of the 
day, that John uses, not a promise 
from God to all Christians. In fact, 
the New Testament usually empha-
sizes a radically different result 
of following Christ. We are told 
that we will be persecuted, 
that Christ’s message is 
divisive, that we will 
need to take up our 
cross and follow 
Him, and that as 
Christians we will 
be faced with 
trials and suffer-
ing. John 15:20 
“Remember 
the word that I 
said to you, The 
servant is not great-
er than his master. If 
they have persecuted 
Me, they will also persecute 
you.” Job promotions, new cars, 
and throwing away crutches are 
not promises offered by Jesus Christ, 
to those who follow Him, although 
He is fully able to grant all of these  
according to His perfect will.

Gifts or the Giver?
Our natural human nature often 
results in us elevating the gifts 
over the giver, creation over 
the Creator. As God created, 
He proclaimed it all ‘good’. 

The physical gifts we receive are 
good, but the physical doesn’t 
define us or His love for us. They are 
not indications of God’s favour. 
If we are truly aligned with Him 
and His will, we realise we are 
merely stewards of the physical, 
and that it should all be used to 
ultimately advance His Kingdom.

Part of the problem with society 
today is that we pursue and value 
the benefits of a relationship over 
the essence of that relationship. 
How sad to get married simply 
for the physical benefits of being 
married. Get married because 
you can’t bear the thought of 
spending another day apart from 
the love of your heart, and all 
the other benefits are a natural 

consequence of that intimate rela-
tionship. Christ’s words in Matthew 
6:33 exactly echo this sentiment. 
“But seek first His kingdom and His 
righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well.” 

God isn’t a genie in a bottle that 
we can summon at will when we 
have a wish, then conveniently tuck 
away until next time. He is not your 
365 day Santa, there to provide 
your wish list. When your focus is on 
God you can enjoy the benefits of 

that relationship in a mean-
ingful way, and even 

when physical bene-
fits aren’t evident, 

the power of 
the relationship 
sustains us.

God gives 
Himself
Christ came to 

bring us... God! 
“For Christ also 

once suffered for 
sins, the just for the 

unjust, that He might 
bring us to God” (1 Peter 

3:18). When we understand that 
God is our goal, we can never be 
disappointed. When we are in it 
for the benefits He offers, when 
those benefits aren’t immediate-
ly evident, we often walk away 
disappointed, saying things like 
‘I tried Christianity and it didn’t 
work for me.’ That is one of the 
reasons that throughout the Bible, 
God has such strong words to say 
against idolatry. Whenever we 
put anything above God, even 
noble benefits such as grace and 
forgiveness, we are settling for less 
than He intends and desires for us.

Saint Augustine famously prayed 
‘You have made us for your-
self, and our hearts are restless 
until they rest in You.’ (Augustine 
Confessions Book I-IV, Cambridge 
University, 1995, p84). God gives 
us the one thing that will never 
run out, never fail us - Himself!

He did it 2000 years ago when He 
was born in Bethlehem and He 
continues to do it today. As we 
celebrate Christmas, let’s look 
beyond Santa to Him, let’s look 
beyond gifts, to His gift - Himself! 

 He is not your 365 
day Santa, there to 
provide your wish 

list.

Tim Maguire
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Dust to Dust 
Ashes to Ashes

Irene Tibbenham

“In the sweat of your face 
you shall eat bread Till 
you return to the ground, 

For out of it you were taken; 
For dust you are, And to dust 
you shall return.” Genesis 3:19 
( NKJV)
Palynology – perhaps you know 
what this is.  I only recently came 
across this term whilst reading about 
a plant called Grewia, named after 
a Nehemiah Grew, a leading micro-
scope researcher of his time as well 
as an eminent botanist.  He studied 
pollen.  It is said his work laid the 
groundwork for modern-day paly-
nology—literally the ‘study of dust’.

In the end, all of us are dust.  The 
scripture quoted above, Gene-
sis 3:19, is used often in burial 
services, religious and secular.  
Some translations use the word 
‘dirt.’  Whichever word you relate 
to, I don’t think we humans like 
to equate ourselves to something 
that is trod underfoot, yet the Bible 
frequently conveys this concept 
as we see in the following verses:

Genesis 2:7 says, “And the 
LORD God formed man of 
the dust of the ground”

Job 10:9 asks, “And will You 
turn me into dust again?”

Job 34:15 confirms, “… And 
man would return to dust.”

In Psalm 104:29 we read, “…
You take away their breath, they 
die and return to their dust.”

Psalm 103:14 says that God, “...
remembers that we are dust.”

In Ecclesiastes 3:20 the writ-
er muses, “…all are from the 
dust, and all return to dust.”

And Ecclesiastes 12:7 concludes, 
“Then the dust will return to the 
earth as it was, And the spirit will 
return to God who gave it.”

Whoever we are, or think we are, 
this fact of life is a great leveller.  
As the woman of Tekoa bravely 
(though I’m not convinced help-
fully at the time) reminded a King 
David grieving for his son Absalom, 
“We all die sometime...” (2 Samuel 
14:14).  Regardless of whom we are 
and what we did with our lives, we 
will all return to dust when we die.

We human beings mostly don’t like 
to think of death.  It is one thing over 
which we have no control as we 
are reminded in Ecclesiastes 9:5, 
“no-one has the power over the 
day of his death,” but we know it is 
inevitable.  Hebrews 10:27 (& 9:5) 
reminds us that, “...it is appointed 
to man once to die.”’ and this is 
a scary thought for us.  While the 
deceased’s human suffering is over, 
their loved ones are hurting and 
grieving.  Grief can give us a huge 

hole in our lives and a real sense 
of loss that takes time to heal.

The good news is God is love and 
grace.  There is a plan in place and 
things will change.  Firstly and amaz-
ingly “death will die” and we can 
say with 1 Corinthians 15:55 (MSG), 
“O death, who’s afraid of you now?”

And secondly there is a resurrection.  
Read and take heart in 1 Corinthians 
15:22, “For as in Adam all die, even 
so in Christ all shall be made alive.”

1 Peter 1:3-4 “What a God we 
have!   And how fortunate we 
are to have Him, this Father of our 
Master Jesus!  Because Jesus was 
raised from the dead, we’ve been 
given a brand new life and have 
everything to live for, including a 
future in heaven-and the future 
starts now!” (1 Peter 1:3-4 MSG)

There is hope.

Prayer

Lord God, we understand we shall 
die and return to dust eventual-
ly.  Comfort us in our times of grief 
at the loss of our loved ones and 
keep us focused on Christ and 
the hope of the resurrection.

Amen 
 
Reprinted with kind permission of daybyday.org.uk
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Tammy Tkach

Hilary Jacobs

He Knows my Name

“Record my lament; list 
my tears on your scroll 
[margin: put my tears 

in your bottle] —are they not in 
your record.” Psalm 56:8 (NIV 
UK) 
The population of the world is about 
seven billion. According to an article 
on wikipedia.org, about one fifth of 
all the human beings who have exist-
ed in the last 6,000 years are alive 
today. That’s a lot of people. But 
how many of them can you name?

How many names of all those 
billions are remembered today? 
Only the names of the famous and 
the infamous can be recalled, 
and then only some of those.

How sad, personally, to think no 
one will remember our names or 
the names of the ones we love. 
But there’s One who can remem-
ber every name of every person 
ever born. God knows and remem-
bers every name of each human 
being, and not only their names, 

but everything about them.

It seems to be a basic need—we 
want to hear our own names and 
we want others to remember them. 
Anyone who works with the public 
will tell you to learn and say a 
person’s name when speaking to 
him or her. It adds a personal touch 
to a sales pitch. Hearing our name 
from a doctor helps us feel cared 
for. We don’t want to think others 
don’t care enough to remember 
who we are. Of course, as we get 
older, it does become harder to 
remember names! I often have to 
ask, even if I know the person.

This world seems impersonal at times. 
It can be a sad and lonely place. 
Some days we all feel as if we’re just 
a number, obscure and unimportant. 
We wonder if anyone really cares. But 
every time a tear falls from my eyes, 
God sees it. He understands and even 
cries with me. If no one else in the 
world cares, He does. Knowing God 
knows my name and will never forget 
who I am is a comforting thought.

Is life getting you down? Feeling a 
little sad, lonely, unappreciated? God 
knows and He cares. He knows your 
name and knows your pain. He has 
your tears in a bottle and His heart 
is for you. He has even written your 
name in His book of life (Luke 10:20).

Next time you feel like a number, 
that no one cares or remembers 
who you are, think of the One who 
saves your tears, has numbered the 
very hairs on your head (Luke 12:7) 
and takes care of your every need 
(Matthew 6:30). He knows your name 
and hears you when you call.

Prayer

Gracious Father, we give you thanks 
for your personal love, interest and 
concern for each one of us. Thank 
you that you know us, personal-
ly, and have interest in each one 
of us. In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen

A TIMELY REMINDER
It was a Monday morning, and 
the queue at the pharmacy was 
getting longer every minute.

When at last my turn came to be 
served, I was confident it would 
be a quick transaction. I was only 
there to collect a repeat of chron-
ic medicine and all my details 
were already on the computer. 

A new assistant had joined the staff 
and she smiled politely as I gave her 
my name and address. After enter-
ing some data on the computer, she 
asked my surname again. I repeat-
ed patiently and a little slower this 
time. She was new, and unfamiliar 
with the routines, I reasoned. When 
she asked my surname a third time, I 
could feel a sense of growing  impa-

tience. Hadn’t she heard properly, or 
was she simply not concentrating? As 

if this wasn’t enough, she seemed to 
have some difficulty retrieving the infor-

mation needed. Finally she asked the 
pharmacist on duty for help. I marvelled at 
the patience of this senior lady who was 

already working at top speed. I heard a few 
groans from behind me where the queue 
was by now trailing outside the door.

Then I noticed something. The new assistant 
was wearing a hearing aid. This explained a 
lot. She was hard of hearing, nervous, and 
having to work under pressure. I could imag-
ine how she felt  – inadequate and insecure.

When I finally walked out with my package, 
I felt a sense of gratitude. Gratitude to God, 
of course for the timely reminder not to be 
“quickly provoked in your spirit, for anger 
resides in the lap of fools” (Ecclesiastes 7:9).

Like most Christians, one of my daily 
prayer requests is to be led by the Holy 
Spirit, to be able to see people and situa-
tions as God sees them. I’m not usually a 
very observant person, but I’ve no doubt 
He opened my eyes that morning to see 
the small detail of the hearing aid. 

Prayer:  “Thank you Father, for the price-
less gift of your Holy Spirit, our Comfort-
er and Guide. He is the only way we 
can be the salt of the earth.”
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My friend Sydney loves 
fishing. He is not a fish-
erman, but goes fishing 

because he enjoys it. He has 
been pestering me for years to 
go with him, but I have never 
been able to go. 
He recently arranged a fishing trip to 
Durban, and invited me again. Fortu-
nately, I was able to accompany him 
this time. He also invited a few other 
friends, and we went as a group.

As I watched the men fishing, I was 
puzzled by the words of Jesus to Peter 
and Andrew.  “Then He said to them, 
“Follow Me, and I will make you fish-
ers of men” (Matthew 4:19 NKJV). 

I have heard many sermons and read 
many books and articles about what 
it means to be fishers of men. Many 
of them talk about having the right 
equipment, the right bait, and finding 
the right spot. However, as I watched 

those men, I realised that fishing can 
be a very disempowering activity.

You must be extremely patient and 
hopeful. I saw the men stand there 
for hours without catching anything. 
Sydney told me that sometimes 
they spend the whole night there 
and still catch nothing. I remem-
bered the incident of Peter and 
the other disciples who spent the 
night fishing but caught nothing. 

Although skilled fishermen may have 
a good estimation of where, when 
and how to fish, they cannot always 
be sure of a good catch. You throw 
in your line and sit back. You don’t 
know if there are any fish, if they 
are big or small, if they like your bait 
or not. I realised that the fisherman 
has no control over what happens 
after he throws in His line or nets. It 
dawned on me that Jesus under-
stood fishing.  “Follow me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.” Jesus is 
the one who determines whether 

you catch anything or not. He is the 
one who makes you a fisherman. 
We must understand the words of 
Jesus from Peter’s perspective. 

“When he had finished speaking, 
he said to Simon, “Put out into deep 
water, and let down the nets for a 
catch.”  Simon answered, “Master, 
we’ve worked hard all night and 
haven’t caught anything. But 
because you say so, I will let down 
the nets.”  When they had done so, 
they caught such a large number of 
fish that their nets began to break.” 
(Luke 5:4-6 emphasis mine).

In another incident, Jesus sent Peter 
to catch a fish with a coin in its mouth 
to pay the temple tax.  “But so that 
we may not cause offence, go to the 
lake and throw out your line. Take the 
first fish you catch; open its mouth 
and you will find a four-drachma 
coin. Take it and give it to them for 
my tax and yours.” (Matthew 17:27)

FFFFFF FFFFF FFFFF 
FFF FFFFFFFFF, FFFF 
FFFFF FFFFF FFF 

Fisherman

FFFFFF FFFFF FFFFF 
FFF FFFFFFFFF, FFFF 
FFFFF FFFFF FFF 

Takalani Musekwa

8 - Face to Face | www.face2face.org.za



The number one 
lesson about fishing 
that Peter learned 
was that Jesus is 
the Fisherman. 

Peter knew that Jesus was the 
real fisherman and that 
he himself was just a 
participant. Jesus 
knew where the 
fish were. After His 
resurrection, there 
was one more 
fishing lesson for 
Peter before he 
really became 
a fisher of men.

“He said, ‘Throw your 
net on the right side 
of the boat and you will 
find some.’ When they did, 
they were unable to haul the 
net in because of the large number 
of fish.”(John 21:6). The number one 
lesson about fishing that Peter learned 
was that Jesus is the Fisherman. 

Fishing for men
Soon after the New Testament church 

had started, Peter was sent by 
Jesus to Cornelius, who 

was ready to receive 
the gospel. In fact, 

when Peter got 
there, Cornelius 
started speaking 
in tongues even 
before he was 
baptised (Acts 
10). Fishing for 

men had started, 
but Peter was not 

in control. Jesus was 
still telling him where 

to throw the nets. 

John tells us that “No one can 
come to me unless the Father who 
sent me draws him, and I will raise him 
up at the last day.” (John 6:44). God 
draws men to Himself. But He cannot 
draw them if we are not throwing 
out the fishing line or the fishing 
nets. To be fishers of men, we must 
be obedient in throwing the nets, 

and sitting back for the fisherman, 
Jesus, to draw the fish into His nets.

Paul also understood that we are 
workers in God’s field: “I planted the 
seed, Apollos watered it, but God 
has been making it grow.  So neither 
the one who plants nor the one who 
waters is anything, but only God, who 
makes things grow.  The one who 
plants and the one who waters have 
one purpose, and they will each be 
rewarded according to their own 
labour.  For we are co-workers in 
God’s service; you are God’s field, 
God’s building.” (1 Corinthians 3:6-9).

We cannot be fishers of men apart 
from Jesus. He makes the fish bite. 
We must be patient and hopeful, 
and we must keep throwing the 
lines out. He is the Fisherman. Forget 
about Jesus the carpenter. Follow 
Jesus, the Fisherman! Happy fishing!

The Living Temple

Joseph Tkach

After 54 years of memories, 
including several All Star 
games, Super Bowls and 

even the Beatles’ final concert, 
San Francisco’s Candlestick Park 
is going to be demolished. It was 
a favourite for fans and teams, 
but after all those years, it had 
simply been outgrown. It was 
time to move on. 
The Israelites experienced something 
similar. They, too, had a beloved 
building that was left behind once it 
was time to move on. Of course I’m 
talking about the Temple. It was a 
majestic symbol of God’s habitation 
among His people, built to facilitate 
their connection with Him. It stood 
for the original covenant, handed 
down to the Israelites through the 

Law and the Prophets, and carried 
out in part at the Temple through 
an intricate system of sacrifices. This 
system of worship foreshadowed 
how God would ultimately atone 
for their sins in the future. In this way 
Israel could enjoy a relationship with 
a holy God even before the promise 
of the covenant was fulfilled in Christ. 
Jesus spells this out in Matthew: 

“Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have not come to abolish them, 
but to fulfil them” (Matthew 5:17). 

Jesus brought God and humanity 
together through the incarnation. 
Divinity and humanity were recon-
ciled and brought into a deep 
personal communion in Him. And 
by the Holy Spirit we can share in 
that perfect fellowship between 

God and humanity forged in Jesus 
through His life, death, resurrec-
tion and ascension. He Himself has 
become the one mediator between 
God and humanity. And He did 
this not just for the chosen nation 
of Israel, but for all of humanity!

In doing so, He brought to comple-
tion, (telos) the old covenant. From 
that day forward we now enjoy 
access to God through a relation-
ship with Christ. He Himself is our 
meeting place, our temple, and 
our One True worship leader. And 
every time and place around the 
world where the members of His 
Body, His Church, gather, that truth 
and reality is made manifest.
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Family 
Feuds
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Max Lucado

What can you do 
when those clos-
est to you keep 
their distance?  

“My true brother and 
sister and mother are 
those who do what 

God wants.” Mark 3:35 
“Give me a word picture to 
describe a relative in your 
life who really bugs you.” 

I was asking the question of a 
half-dozen friends sitting around 
a lunch table. They all gave me 
one of those “what-in-the-world?” 
expressions. So I explained.

“I keep meeting people who can’t 
deal with somebody in their family. 
Either their mother-in-law is a witch 
or their uncle is a bum or they have 
a father who treats them like they 
were never born.” Now their heads 
nodded. We were connecting. And 
the word pictures started coming. 

“I’ve got a description,” one volun-
teered. “A parasite on my neck. 
My wife has this brother 
who never works and 
always expects us 
to provide.” 

“A cactus wear-
ing a silk shirt,” 
said another. 
“It’s my mother. 
She looks nice. 
Everyone thinks 
she’s the greatest, 
but get close to her 
and she is prickly, dry, 
and … thirsty for life.” 

“A marble column,” was the 
way another described an aunt. 
Dignified, noble, but high and hard. 

“Tar baby in Br’er Rabbit,” someone 
responded. Everyone understood the 
reference except me. I didn’t remem-
ber the story of Br’er Rabbit. I asked 
for the short version. Wily Fox played a 
trick on Br’er Rabbit. The fox made a 
doll out of tar and stuck it on the side 
of the road. When Rabbit saw the tar 
baby, he thought it was a person and 
stopped to visit. It was a one-sided 
conversation. The tar baby’s silence 
bothered the rabbit. He couldn’t 
stand to be next to someone and 
not communicate with them. So 
in his frustration he hit the tar baby 
and stuck to it. He hit the tar baby 
again with the other hand and, you 
guessed it, the other hand got stuck. 

“That’s how we are with difficult 
relatives,” my fable-using friend 
explained. “We’re stuck to some-
one we can’t communicate with.” 

You can choose your friends
Stuck is right. It’s not as if they 
are a neighbour you can move 
away from or an employee you 
can fire. They are family. And 
you can choose your friends, but 
you can’t … well, you know. 

Odds are, you proba-
bly know very well. 

You’ve probably got a tar baby in 
your life, someone you can’t talk to 
and can’t walk away from. A moth-
er who whines, an uncle who slurps 
his soup, or a sister who flaunts her 
figure. A dad who is still waiting for 
you to get a real job, or a mother-in-
law who wonders why her daughter 
married you. Tar-baby relationships—
stuck together but falling apart. 

It’s like a crammed and jammed 
elevator. People thrust together by 
chance on a short journey, saying 

as little as possible. The only differ-
ence is you’ll eventually 

get off the elevator and 
never see these folks 

again—not so with 
the difficult relative. 
Family reunions, 
Christmas, Thanks-
giving, weddings, 
funerals—they’ll 
be there. 

And you’ll be there 
sorting through 

the tough questions. 
Why does life get so 

relatively difficult? If we 
expect anyone to be sensitive to 

our needs, it is our family members. 
When we hurt physically, we want 
our family to respond. When we 
struggle emotionally, we want our 
family to know. But sometimes they 
act like they don’t know. Sometimes 
they act like they don’t care. 

In her book Irregular People, Joyce 
Landorf tells of a woman in her thir-
ties who learned that she needed 
a mastectomy. She and her moth-
er seldom communicated, so the 
daughter was apprehensive about 
telling her. One day over lunch, 
she decided to reveal the news. 
“Mother, I just learned that I am 
going to have a mastectomy.” 

The mother was silent. The daugh-
ter asked her if she had heard. The 

mother nodded her head. Then 
she calmly dismissed the subject by 
saying, “You know your sister has the 
best recipe for chicken enchiladas.” 

What can you do when those clos-
est to you keep their distance? 
When you can get along with 
others, but you and your kin can’t? 

Jesus had a difficult family
Does Jesus have anything to say 
about dealing with difficult rela-
tives? Is there an example of 
Jesus bringing peace to a painful 
family? Yes, there is - His own. 

It may surprise you to know that 
Jesus had a difficult family. It may 
surprise you to know that Jesus 
had a family at all! You may not 
be aware that Jesus had brothers 
and sisters. He did. Quoting Jesus’ 
hometown critics, Mark wrote, 
“[Jesus] is just the carpenter, the son 
of Mary and the brother of James, 
Joseph, Judas, and Simon. And his 
sisters are here with us” (Mark 6:3). 

And it may surprise you to know that 
His family was less than perfect. If your 
family doesn’t appreciate you, take 
heart, neither did Jesus’. “A prophet 
is honoured everywhere except in his 
hometown and with his own people 
and in his own home” (Mark 6:4). 

I wonder what He meant when He 
said those last five words. He went 
to the synagogue where He was 
asked to speak. The people were 
proud that this hometown boy had 
done well—until they heard what He 
said. He referred to Himself as the 
Messiah, the one to fulfill prophecy. 

Their response? “Isn’t this Joseph’s 
son?” Translation: This is no Messiah! 
He’s just like us! He’s the plumb-
er’s kid from down the street. He’s 
the accountant on the third floor. 
He’s the construction worker who 
used to date my sister. God doesn’t 
speak through familiar people. 

One minute He was a hero, the 
next a heretic. Look what happens 
next. “They got up, forced Jesus 
out of town, and took Him to the 
edge of the cliff on which the 
town was built. They planned to 
throw Him off the edge, but Jesus 
walked through the crowd and 
went on His way” (Luke 4:29–30). 

What an ugly moment! Jesus’ 
neighborhood friends tried to kill 
Him. But even uglier than what we 
see is what we don’t see. Notice 
what is missing from this verse. Note 
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what words should be there, but 
aren’t. “They planned to throw Him 
over the cliff, but Jesus’ brothers 
came and stood up for Him.” 

We’d like to read that, but we can’t 
because it doesn’t say that. That’s not 
what happened. When Jesus was in 
trouble, His brothers were invisible. 

They weren’t always invisible, howev-
er. There was a time when they spoke. 
There was a time when they were 
seen with Him in public. Not because 
they were proud of Him but because 
they were ashamed of Him. “His fami-
ly … went to get Him because they 
thought He was out of His mind” (Mark 
3:21). Jesus’ siblings thought their 
brother was a lunatic. They weren’t 
proud—they were embarrassed! 

“He’s off the deep end, Mom. 
You should hear what people 
are saying about him.” 

“People say he’s loony.” 

“Yeah, somebody asked me why we 
don’t do something about him.” 

“It’s a good thing Dad isn’t around 
to see what Jesus is doing.” 

Hurtful words spoken by those clos-
est to Jesus.  Here are some more: 

So Jesus’ brothers said to Him, 
“You should leave here and go to 
Judea so your followers there can 
see the miracles you do. Anyone 
who wants to be well known does 
not hide what he does. If you are 
doing these things, show yourself 
to the world.” Even Jesus’ brothers 
did not believe in Him (John 7:3–5) 

Listen to the sarcasm in those words! 
They drip with ridicule. How does 
Jesus put up with these guys? How 
can you believe in yourself when 
those who know you best don’t? 
How can you move forward when 
your family wants to pull you back? 
When you and your family have two 
different agendas, what do you do?

Jesus gives us some an-
swers. 
It’s worth noting that He didn’t try 
to control His family’s behavior, nor 
did He let their behavior control His. 
He didn’t demand that they agree 
with Him. He didn’t sulk when they 
insulted him. He didn’t make it His 
mission to try to please them. 

Each of us has a fantasy that our 
family will be like the Waltons, an 
expectation that our dearest friends 
will be our next of kin. Jesus didn’t 
have that expectation. Look how He 

defined his family: “My true brother 
and sister and mother are those who 
do what God wants” (Mark 3:35). 

When Jesus’ brothers didn’t share 
his convictions, He didn’t try to 
force them. He recognized that His 
spiritual family could provide what 
His physical family didn’t. If Jesus 
Himself couldn’t force His family to 
share His convictions, what makes 
you think you can force yours? 

We can’t control the way our fami-
ly responds to us. When it comes 
to the behavior of others toward 
us, our hands are tied. We have to 
move beyond the naive expecta-
tion that if we do good, people will 
treat us right. The fact is they may 
and they may not—we cannot 
control how people respond to us. 

If your father is a jerk, you could be 
the world’s best daughter and he 
still won’t tell you so. If your aunt 
doesn’t like your career, you could 
change jobs a dozen times and still 
never satisfy her. If your sister is always 
complaining about what you got and 
she didn’t, you could give her every-
thing and she still may not change. 

As long as you think you can 
control people’s behavior toward 
you, you are held in bondage by 
their opinions. If you think you can 
control their opinion and their opin-
ion isn’t positive, then guess who 
you have to blame? Yourself. 

It’s a game with unfair rules 
and fatal finishes. Jesus didn’t 
play it, nor should you. 

We don’t know if Joseph affirmed 
his son Jesus in his ministry—but 
we know God did: “This is my 
Son, whom I love, and I am very 
pleased with Him” (Matthew 3:17). 

I can’t assure you that your family will 
ever give you the blessing you seek, 
but I know God will. Let God give you 
what your family doesn’t. If your earth-
ly father doesn’t affirm you, then let 
your heavenly Father take his place. 

How do you do that? By emotionally 
accepting God as your father. You 
see, it’s one thing to accept him 
as Lord, another to recognize him 
as Saviour—but it’s another matter 
entirely to accept him as Father. 

A step further
To recognize God as Lord is to 
acknowledge that He is sovereign 
and supreme in the universe. To 
accept Him as Savior is to accept His 
gift of salvation offered on the cross. 

To regard Him as Father is to go a step 
further. Ideally, a father is the one in 
your life who provides and protects. 
That is exactly what God has done. 

He has provided for your needs 
(Mathew 6:25–34). He has protected 
you from harm (Psalm 139:5). He has 
adopted you (Ephesians 1:5). And He 
has given you His name (1 John 3:1). 

God has proven Himself as a faith-
ful father. Now it falls to us to be 
trusting children. Let God give you 
what your family doesn’t. Let Him 
fill the void others have left. Rely 
upon Him for your affirmation and 
encouragement. Look at Paul’s 
words: “You are God’s child, and 
God will give you the blessing He 
promised, because you are His child” 
(Galatians 4:7, emphasis added). 

Having your family’s approval is 
desirable but not necessary for 
happiness and not always possible. 
Jesus did not let the difficult dynam-
ic of His family overshadow His call 
from God. And because He didn’t, 
this chapter has a happy ending. 

What happened to Jesus’ 
family? 
Mine with me a golden nugget 
hidden in a vein of the Book of Acts. 
“Then [the disciples] went back to 
Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives…
They all continued praying together 
with some women, including Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and Jesus’ brothers” 
(Acts 1:12, 14, emphasis added). 

What a change! The ones who 
mocked Him now worship Him. The 
ones who pitied Him now pray for Him. 
What if Jesus had disowned them? Or 
worse still, what if He’d suffocated His 
family with His demand for change? 

He didn’t. He instead gave them 
space, time, and grace. And 
because He did, they changed. 
How much did they change? One 
brother became an apostle (Gala-
tians 1:19) and others became 
missionaries (1 Corinthians. 9:5). 

So don’t lose heart. God still chang-
es families. A tar baby today might 
be your dearest friend tomorrow.

 
 

This passage excerpted from:

He Still Moves Stones
Max Lucado ©1999
Thomas Nelson Publishing
Used with permission
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Joseph Tkach 

 the fulfilled covenant

“A new commandment 
I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved 

you, so you must love one 
another.”  John 13:34 (NIV UK) 
One of the most enduring arguments 
among religious scholars is “Which 
part of the Old Testament law has 
been done away, and what parts 
are we still obliged to observe?” 
The answer to that question is not 
“either/or.” Let me explain.

The Old Covenant Law was a 
complete package consisting of 613 
civil and religious laws and regulations 
for Israel. It was designed to sepa-
rate them from the world and lay a 
spiritual foundation leading to faith in 
Christ. It was, as the New Testament 
says, a shadow of the reality to come. 
It was not so much ‘done away’ as 
‘fulfilled’ in the Messiah, Jesus Christ.

Christians are not under the Mosa-
ic law. Rather, they are subject to 
the Law of Christ, expressed in love 
for God and fellow human beings. 
The New Covenant is personal, 
spiritual, and relational in nature.

During His earthly ministry, Jesus did 
observe the religious customs and 
traditions of the Jewish people, but 
with a flexibility that often surprised 
even His supporters. For example, 
He upset the religious authorities 
by the way He treated their strict 
rules for keeping the Sabbath. 
When challenged, He explained 
that He was Lord of the Sabbath.

The Old Testament is not obsolete; it is 
an integral part of the Holy Scriptures. 
There is continuity between the two 
testaments. We can say that God’s 
covenant has been given in two 
forms: Promise and Fulfilment. We now 
live under the fulfilled covenant of 
Christ. It is open to all who believe in 
Him as Lord and Saviour. It isn’t neces-
sarily wrong to observe the Old Cove-
nant regulations pertaining to the 
specific forms of worship and cultural 
practices if you want to. But doing so 
doesn’t make you any more righteous 
or acceptable to God than those 
who don’t. Christians can now enjoy 
their true “Sabbath rest”—freedom 
from sin, death, evil, and alienation 
from God—in a relationship with Jesus.

That means that the obligations we 
have are obligations of grace, ways 
of living in and under the gracious 
covenantal promises of God and 
His faithfulness. All such obedience 
then is the obedience of faith, of 
trust in God to be true to His Word 
and faithful in all His ways. Our obedi-
ence is never meant to condition 
God to be gracious. He is gracious 
and so we want to live in ways that 
keep us receiving His grace extend-
ed to us daily in Jesus Christ.

If our salvation depended on our 
fulfilling the law, we would all be 
doomed. But we can be thank-
ful, Jesus shares with us His fullness 
of life in the power of His Spirit.

Prayer

Gracious Father, The obligations we 
are under as your children are more 
comprehensive than ever were the 
commands of the Old Testament 
alone. Help us to fulfil them as you 
would wish. In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen 

Jesus,
 the fulfilled covenant

Jesus,
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Spiritual 
Wellness
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In her famous book, entitled 
“Springs in the Valley,” Lettie 
Cowman writes about travel-

lers making a long journey deep 
into the jungles of Africa.  
African tribesmen carried their 
load and walked far with them on 
the first day.  The travellers were 
thrilled and hopeful of a speedy 
journey.  But, the tribesmen refused 
to move on the second day.  They 
simply sat and rested. On enqui-
ry about this strange behaviour 
the travellers were informed that 
they had gone too fast the first 
day, and the Africans were now 
waiting for ‘their souls to catch 
up with their bodies’.  An enlight-
ening story that brings a powerful 
message for many of us who live 
and work in the sprawling concrete 
jungles of today’s big cities.  

The downside of a hectically busy 
lifestyle is that it often creates a 
spiritual void in our lives, leaving 
our souls feeling empty.  This may 
very well lead to gnawing feelings 
of restlessness or agitation, making 
us edgy and irritable with ourselves 
and others, especially our loved 
ones.  Even small things, such as 
your child dropping a plate or 
someone cutting you off in heavy 
traffic, triggers a mini mind- explo-
sion.  And afterwards you stare at 
yourself in utter disbelief.  Why did I 
lose it? The danger lies in letting this 
state of mind deteriorate into more 
serious attitudes of anger, aggres-
sion, distress, anxiety or negativity, 
unless we put the brakes on.  

Ancient philosopher, Socrates, 
once made a thought provoking 
remark “beware the barrenness of 
a busy life”. It doesn’t take long for 
inner tension to build up as we find 
ourselves struggling to cope with 
a daily whirlwind of ‘stuff’ to do 
and deadlines to meet, perhaps 
coupled with relationship issues or 
trials of a more serious nature.  Sure 
our highly sophisticated comput-
er age empowers us to get more 
work done speedily and efficiently.  
However, bosses then want more 
from us by increasing the workload 
in search of higher productivity 
levels and so the cycle continues. 

Quietening the mind 
Anxiety in itself should be a warn-
ing sign telling us to slow down, 

stop, reflect and get back to our 
spiritual roots.  Philippians 4:4-7 tells 
us; “Rejoice in the Lord always; 
again I will say, rejoice…The Lord 
is at hand; do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus (English Standard Version).”

Sadly, the art of quietening the 
mind, reflection and meditation 
is fast disappearing, despite the 
marvels of humanity’s advanced 
achievements in medicine, science, 
technology and education.  Ironi-
cally, we seem to lose our sense of 
caring, being there for one another, 
when spiritual wellness goes out 
the window. Does this not perhaps 
lie at the very core of why we find 
ourselves in a world struggling with 
insurmountable problems, including 
conflict, hatred, wars, poverty, polit-
ical turmoil, inequality and single 
parent families; even though we 
are endowed with an abundance 
of knowledge and expertise in 
virtually every field of endeavour.

Well-renowned theologian and 
author, Richard J. Foster, wrote 
in his book entitled Celebration 
of Discipline…the Path to Spiritu-
al Growth, “The desperate need 
today is not for a greater number 
of intelligent people, or gifted 
people, but for deep people.”

Spiritual gurus
A floodgate of spiritual gurus has 
entered the market in recent 
decades, teaching varied inter-
pretations of how we can become 
spiritually healthy and wise.  Beliefs 
such as: I create my own reality or, I 
am my own universe, or connecting 
with the creation rather than the 
personal Triune God who created 
all things, and who loves each one 
of us intimately and unconditional-
ly.  As one spiritual master empha-
sised, “We need to rise, on our 
own, to a higher level of conscious-
ness, which religion excludes.” 
In essence, as though religion, 
maybe more specifically the Chris-
tian faith, is of a lower state.  

And so we find ourselves grappling 
with a bewildering range of spir-
itual belief systems coming from 
philosophers and revered masters, 
many of whom regard themselves 
as modern day sages of spiritual-
ity and wisdom. However, most 
of these teachings focus on the 
God we want rather than the God 

who is.  Thus, we are at liberty to 
explore and find a spiritual credo 
that suits our lifestyle, being the 
God we want.  And there is often 
very little said in this literature about 
the marvellous eternal future our 
loving God has in store for each 
one of us, beyond imagination.  

Spiritual wellness flows from God, 
through Christ and the Holy Spirit 
as we abide in His presence; and 
in turn touch the lives of those we 
engage with every day.  When 
what we do is aligned with who we 
are in Christ, it can only produce 
good fruit. Our actions flow out of 
participating in His divine nature.  
It is helpful to inculcate a regular 
time and place when we can 
press the pause button and ask 
ourselves some searching questions 
through reflection and medita-
tion.  For instance, is my lifestyle 
bringing me closer to enjoying an 
intimate relationship with Jesus or is 
it tearing me far away from Him?

Meditation enables us to apply the 
principles of ‘thought awareness’ 
by observing our thoughts and in 
so doing become aware of what 
we are thinking…taking a look at 
your stream of consciousness as 
you consider a trying situation you 
might be experiencing.  Do not 
supress any thoughts; let them run 
their course while you are watching 
them.  Some may find it helpful to 
journal their thoughts, as it helps 
them to crystallise their thinking.  
Thus through prayer and the help of 
the Holy Spirit, we can let go of the 
toxic thoughts and attitudes that 
are affecting our spiritual wellness.     

Unfortunately, the fast paced lives 
we lead today tend to inwardly 
strangle the re-creating presence 
of God’s Spirit in our minds. King 
David led a busy life, but found 
time to meditate. “I meditate on all 
your works and consider what your 
hands have done.” (Psalm 143:5). 
In stillness we are able to find God 
and embrace His presence. Moth-
er Theresa said, “God cannot be 
found in noise and restlessness.”

Nurturing the soul by maintaining a 
spiritually healthy lifestyle will create 
a unique opportunity for God’s 
transforming presence to take root 
in your life, giving you the courage 
and resilience to face life and all its 
issues with an inner peace and joy 
that transcends all understanding. 

Robert Klynsmith
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Katima Mulilo 
quenching the hunger

I awake suddenly, not sure why. 
There is a soft blue glow in 
the small, dark room. It is just 

after 3am and I was dreaming, 
or rather re-living, the previous 
few days adventures. 
We had just loaded off some 
emergency maize meal and 
cooking oil for the church 
members in a small village in the 
Caprivi of Namibia. The village 
is about 100km west of Katima 
Mulilo. Drought had decimated 
the crops in the area and many 
rural people were struggling. 
Jesus taught us to thank God our 
Father for our daily food (Luke 
11:3). Oftentimes, I have done 
this half forgetting, half care-
lessly, but no more. It is easy to 

become self-reliant and 
take simple things in life, like daily 
food, for granted. I don’t even 
think about whether I will have 
food to eat tomorrow, let alone 
today. Then I meet people who 
wake up each day of their lives, 
not sure if they will even have 
something to eat that day. Tomor-
row is not even on their minds. 

Little for their comfort
I am often surprised at how 
happy and thankful, people who 
appear to have nothing can be. 
Maybe the problem is that we 
tend to connect happiness to 
physical things. Just look at most 
advertisements. They try giving 
you the idea that you need to 
get the newest, latest, biggest 

whatever, and 
only then will you be happy. Well, 
at least until the next newest 
biggest thing comes along. Yet 
Christ talks about us abiding in 
Him and in His joy. That in Him 
we find true joy (John 15:1-11). 
Many of the people we met in 
rural Namibia have very little 
in terms of physical possessions 
and comforts. They have learnt 
to rely on God for their every 
need. Maybe I have become 
too comfortable and tend to rely 
on God occasionally and other 
times on my gold credit card. 
It is hot, even though it is 
winter, dust and sand every-
where, not least in my hair 
and my clothes. Once again 
our bakkie is stuck in the sand 
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Johannes in one of the Namibian churches 
Singalamwe, about 120 km west of Katima.

Just a few kilometres after the trailer’s 
spare tyre and rim were damaged we 

managed to find a small place at a petrol 
station that fixed the puncture on the 
original tyre.  The fixed tyre  (being put 
on the trailer) would later deflate and 

totally shred further down the road.

Pastor Tim Maguire presents a motorbike to 
National Church leader in Namibia, Pastor 
Lascan Sikosi. Personal and public transport 
is scarce in the Caprivi. Thanks to generous 
donations from the Churches in Canada 

& America a motorbike was purchased to 
assist Lascan in visiting the various churches.

The small church building and members 
just outside Katima Malilo. The local 

congregation built the building.

Local children in front of the church build-
ing near Katima Malilo. Notice the soft sand 

everywhere. It is like being at the beach.

 A single candle in front of the lectern 
is the only source of light in the church 
during the regular Wednesday evening 
service. None of our small church build-
ings in the rural Caprivi  have electricity.

and we are on our hands and 
knees trying to dig it out. 
Evangelising isn’t always glamor-
ous. Frustrating, joyless and a bit 
unspiritual are adjectives I would 
use to describe digging a vehicle 
out of the soft sand. Yet, just a few 
minutes ago we had unloaded 
food in the village, had a short 
church service and were on top 
of the world. I look up at the mud 
and thatch church building, liter-
ally tens of metres away. Why 
is it that we as Christians can so 
quickly become discouraged and 
forget how often Jesus has mirac-
ulously helped us? Or is it just me? 
Jesus promises that He will never 
leave us nor forsake us (Hebrews 
13:5).  Psalm 23 promises that 
even if we walk through a valley 
full of dark shadows and death, 
He will be there with us. God does 
not always take us immediately 
out of a tough situation, but He 
is there in the thick of it with us. 
In the sand with us, also getting 
His hands and clothes dirty. 
The bakkie is stuck. Even though 
about 20 people have come to 
help us we can’t get out of the 
deep, soft Namibian sand. Pastor 
Tim, with whom I am travelling, 
leans out of the driver’s window, 
“Lascan, please pray so that we 
can get out of this sand” Lascan 

Sikosi, Pastor and leader of the 
churches in Namibia, prays a 
short but powerful prayer. I stand 
amazed as the vehicle pops right 
out of the sand with minimal effort 
and off we ride. The fact is that 
sometimes we don’t rely enough 
on God. We might ask for some-
thing in prayer, but the prayer 
is too often punctuated with 
doubt. This is not to say every time 
we pray for something it will just 
happen the way we want it to. 
Prayer is primarily about a relation-
ship with God, not about a shop-
ping list. However, never under-
estimate the power of prayer, 
and no prayer is ever wasted.

I have a choice
On the last trip to the church-
es in the Caprivi we had three 
punctures on the trailer. In one 
instance the entire wheel rim 
was damaged. This on roads 
that are quite good, nothing 
like Mozambique or other areas 
of Africa where many pastors 
and missionaries travel. In truth, 
travelling in Namibia is a plea-
sure and a holiday compared to 
Mozambique, for example. I wait 
next to the unhitched trailer on 
the side of the road as Tim rides 
off to try and get a new tyre. 
At least this time the spare rim 

wasn’t damaged, but the tyre, 
which we just had fixed earlier, 
was shredded.   I have a choice. 
I can get upset and frustrated or I 
can dwell on how we have been 
blessed on this trip to experience 
God at work amongst the people 
of Namibia. “Come unto me all 
you that labour and are heavy 
laden and I will give you rest” 
(Matthew 11:28). It is late after-
noon. I sit next to the trailer and 
enjoy the peace of the bushveld 
and the warm sun on my face. 
The dark room is still filled with the 
soft, blue glow and the added 
sound of tapping. I turn in my 
bed and see Pastor Tim sitting up 
straight in his bed busy working 
on his computer. “Oh, you’re 
awake. Great, let’s get up and 
get going.” Unlike Tim, I don’t get 
up every day at 3am, but then 
nor do most people. As we drive 
off it is still dark, but I am filled 
with wonder and excitement. 
Evangelism is truly rewarding 
and we have the privilege of 
God allowing us to share in and 
be a part of what He is doing. I 
wonder what miraculous things 
God is going to do today?



Review by Hilary Jacobs

Someone once said to me, 
“If you can’t fall asleep at 
night, try reading the books 

of Kings and Chronicles before 
switching off the light. It works 
like a charm.”
I never did try it, but I’ve just finished 
a historical novel about the reign 
of King Hezekiah of ancient Judah. 
Not only did it not put me to sleep, 
it kept me turning pages well into 
the small hours of the morning.

The story takes place during the peri-
od 716 BC to 687 BC. The southern 
Kingdom of Judah has lapsed into idol 
worship and the Temple at Jerusalem 
is in a state of disrepair. Under the 
guidance of his grandfather Zechari-
ah, King Hezekiah resolves to restore 
both the Temple, and the people of 
Judah back to worshipping the one 
true God. However he has no idea 
of the magnitude of the task or the 
fierce opposition he will encounter.

After a brief, terrifying picture of 
the Assyrians invading the northern 
Kingdom of Israel, we are taken 
back to the yet peaceful Kingdom 
of Judah where the inhabitants 
are slowly turning towards idolatry. 
Few turn up at the Temple for the 
morning and evening sacrifice, the 

Levites are barely able to eke out 
a living, and the country is already 
paying heavy tribute to the Assyrians. 
And they are known to be march-
ing in the direction of Jerusalem! 
Hezekiah makes unpopular choices 
and difficult decisions as he follows 
the path back to the true God.

As we Christians read the Bible 
from the distant perspective of 
the 21st century, it seems difficult 
to understand how God’s people 
fell into idolatry, especially to the 
unthinkable excesses of child sacri-
fice. Those people knew the true 
God. How did they allow them-
selves to be led into such evil?

In ancient times, the God of Israel 
was unlike any of those of the nations 
close by. They had exciting, interest-
ing gods which they had fashioned 
themselves and which they could 
see. There were colourful ceremonies 
and enticing sexual activities which 
glamorized their whole existence. No 
doubt the Israelites felt like the odd 
man out, and were tempted to join in. 
Why try to constantly swim upstream 
to please an invisible God whose 
existence they began to doubt?

 After reading this book, I’m sure it’s 
happening the same way today. 
God and the Bible are old fash-
ioned and boring. The same old 

stories, the same old problems and 
as for Jesus, He hasn’t returned yet 
to put everything right.  Is He for 
real, or should we just pull ourselves 
together and make life happen?

Lynn Austin breathes life into the char-
acters of the Bible as she describes 
the hopes, fears, concerns and atti-
tudes of those ancient peoples.  The 
reader gets a sneaky feeling that 
we are not much different today. 

 ‘Song of redemption’ is an inspir-
ing book for modern Christian 
readers, a faith building experi-
ence and an excellent read.

BOOK REVIEW:
SONG OF REDEMPTION 

By Lynn Austin
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James Henderson

“Ephron’s field in Mach-
pelah near Mamre – 
both the field and the 

cave in it, and all the trees within 
the borders of the field – was 
legally made over to Abraham as 
his property in the presence of 
all the Hittites who had come to 
the gate of the city. 
Afterwards Abraham buried his wife 
Sarah in the cave in the field of 
Machpelah near Mamre (which is 
at Hebron) in the land of Canaan. 
So the field and the cave in it were 
legally made over to Abraham 
by the Hittites as a burial site.”

Genesis 23:17-20 (NIVUK)

In the news there has been a lot of 
excitement about Egyptian archae-
ology. It has been suggested by a 
leading scholar that the tomb of 
the great Queen Nefertiti is locat-
ed behind a portal in the tomb 
of Tutenkhamun. If this is so, it will 
unwrap one of the mysteries that 
has been the focus of much specu-

lation in the archaeological world.

How and where important people 
were buried was relevant in the 
ancient Near East, and this is why 
there is the detailed reference in 
the scripture above. It is probably a 
verse that we don’t notice much as 
we read the love story of Abraham 
and Sarah, but it does attest to the 
authenticity of the biblical settings. 
In other words, whoever wrote 
this was familiar with the customs 
described. Not only is the language 
used in Genesis 23 of great antiquity 
but also the three party involve-
ment of Abraham, Ephron and the 
Hittites plus the mention of trees 
in the passage point to what we 
know of how land purchases were 
transacted 3000 years ago (see 
page 125 of Gordon Wenham’s 
Volume 2 of the Word Biblical 
Commentary published in 1994 by 
Word, Incorporated in the USA).

Abraham loved Sarah deeply and, 
just as he became the patriarch 
of his descendants, thus Sarah was 

their matriarch. Sarah, like Nefertiti, 
was a legendary beauty, so much 
so that the King of Gerar wanted 
to put her in pride of place in his 
harem (Genesis 20). When Sarah 
died we can only imagine how 
heart-broken Abraham would have 
been, and his desire was to bury her 
with dignity in a beautiful place.

Is there a future for Sarah, Nefertiti, 
and for all who have died and who 
will die? The answer is bound up in 
the life story of someone who rose 
from the dead in another famous 
tomb: Jesus Christ. It is because 
Jesus was resurrected that both the 
dead and the living have hope.

Prayer
Thank you, Father, for Jesus Christ, 
whose resurrection for the dead 
provides hope for both the living 
and the dead. In Jesus’ name.
Amen

Burial 
Business
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KEEP CALM 
AND TRY A SOFT 

ANSWER 

KING 
SOLOMON’S

MINES
MODERN WISDOM 
FROM THE ANCIENT 
BOOK OF PROVERBS 

(PART 28)
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Three years ago I was 
in Harare, Zimbabwe 
to give some church 

presentations. After check-
ing into my hotel I took an 
afternoon walk along the 
streets of the busy capital. 
Impressed at the architectural 
style of one of the buildings in 
the city centre I began taking 
pictures. Suddenly, I heard 
someone shouting: “Hey! Hey! 
Hey you!” I turned around and 
found myself looking straight 
into the furious eyes of a 
soldier. He was armed with a 
rifle and he angrily pointed it 
at me. Then he began jabbing 
the muzzle of his rifle into my 
chest and yelled “This is a 
security area – you are forbid-
den to take pictures!”  

I was shocked. A 
security area 
in the middle 
of town?  I 
was embar-
rassed. 
People 
were stop-
ping and 
staring. The 
situation 
was tense 
but strangely 
I did not feel 
afraid. I calm-
ly said, “I’m sorry. I 
didn’t know this was a secu-
rity area. I won’t take any 
more pictures.” The soldier’s 
aggressive rant continued 
but the louder he shouted 
the more I lowered my voice. 
Again I apologized. Then a 
strange thing happened. He 
slowly lowered his volume 
(and his rifle!), changed his 
tone of voice, and listened 
to me rather than attack 
me. Within a few minutes we 
were having quite a pleasant 
discussion which concluded 
with him giving me directions 
to the local bookstore! 

As I walked away and 
returned to my hotel a well 
known proverb kept on rever-
berating in my mind: “A soft 
answer turns away wrath” 
(Proverbs 15:1). In one bizarre 
incident I had experienced 
a dramatic illustration of 
Solomon’s wise words. I also 

recalled praying a specific 
prayer that morning which 
I will share with you later.  

Practising the soft answer is the 
opposite to what our culture 
teaches us. We are urged to 
‘let our feelings out’ and ‘say 
what we feel.’ Proverbs 15:1 
seems to be encouraging us to 
be doormats. But any fool can 
yell or insult. It takes far more 
character to meet an angry 
person with calmness and 
gentleness. This is about being 
Christ-like in our ordinary daily 
lives (1John 4:17). But isn’t that 
easier said than done? I have 
learned (and am still learning!) 
some valuable lessons when 
dealing with an angry person 
and applying the soft answer. 

Returning Like for 
Like

Have you 
noticed that 

when you 
try to fight 
somebody 
they fight 
you back?  
If they are 
using cutting 

remarks, 
we’ll try to cut 

them down. If 
they raise their 

voice or shout, we 
raise our voice louder. 

Everyone wants to get the 
last word in, making one last 
point or throwing one last 
jab. But if we just let down 
our defences and don’t try to 
prove them wrong and don’t 
be aggressive towards them 
they often just calm down. 
Many an argument can be 
stirred up or defused by the 
kind of answer we give. 

Misplaced Anger
I have also learned that often 
we are not angry about what 
we think we’re angry about. 
That crazy driver who just cut 
you off today didn’t wake up 
this morning with the intention 
of driving you off the road!  He 
doesn’t even know you but he 
knows his wife and he’s furious 
with her. You just happened 
to be in his way! The inten-
sity of this anger can often 
be out of proportion to the 

significance of the event that 
prompts it. Common sense 
is replaced with anger, frus-
tration, disappointments and 
animosity towards the wrong 
people - thus the road-raged 
driver, the rude customer in 
the checkout queue, or the 
yelling boss. It’s not really you 
they are angry with so don’t 
take their anger personally! 

As A Man Thinks In His 
Heart So Is He
If we desire to respond to an 
angry person with the soft 
answer, our heart needs to be 
right in the first place. Soon-
er or later, our thoughts will 
usually be manifested in our 
words and behaviour. Proverbs 
16:23 teaches us that “A wise 
man’s heart guides his mouth” 
Like a bucket draws water 
from a well, so the tongue 
dips down and pours out 
whatever is in the heart. If the 
source is clean, that is what 
the tongue communicates. 
If it is contaminated, again, 
the tongue will expose it. If our 
mind is contaminated with 
bitter and angry thoughts our 
knee-jerk reaction to an angry 
person will be harsh, offen-
sive and retaliatory. Garbage 
in garbage out!  Instead, 
meditate on Proverbs 15:1. 
Memorise it. Write it down so 
you can regularly see it. Inter-
nalise it. Solomon says “Don’t 
lose sight of my words. Let 
them penetrate deep within 
your heart, for they bring life 
and radiant health to anyone 
who discovers their mean-
ing” (Proverbs 4:21-22 NLT). 

Whenever we encounter 
someone who is angry we 
have a choice as to how 
we respond to them. But it 
is not the choice to try and 
make in our own strength. 
This brings me to my prayer: 
“Father, place your thoughts 
in my mind. Put your words 
on my tongue so that your 
words become my words. 
In your grace enable me to 
be Jesus to others today.”

Angry people come into our 
lives at the most unexpect-
ed times. Be prepared.

Gordon Green

Have you noticed that 
when you try to fight 
somebody they fight 

you back?
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The Transfiguration: 
sneak peek at 

the resurrection

The disciples are discouraged 
— even dismayed. They 
thought they were following 

a Messiah into a glorious king-
dom. But then Jesus told them 
that He was going to His death.
Where was the glory they hoped 
for, the kingdom that Jesus 
seemed to promise? Jesus need-
ed to offer the disciples some 
hope for the future, and this is 
what comes next in the story.

The kingdom in power and 
glory (verses 1-4)
Jesus told his disciples, “Truly I tell 
you, some who are standing here 
will not taste death before they 
see that the kingdom of God 
has come with power” (NIV 2011 
throughout). Jesus assures them 
that the glory of the kingdom will 
indeed come — and it will be 
seen before the disciples die.

The disciples had already seen 
some of the power of God’s king-
dom. Whenever Jesus cast out 
demons and healed the sick, the 
power of the kingdom was at work 
(Matthew 12:28). The disciples saw 
the power of the kingdom on the 
day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4). They 
saw it in miracles, and in the spread 
of the gospel all the way to Rome.

But Jesus is referring to some-
thing else. His promise is found in 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke, and in 
each account, it is immediately 

Michael Morrison

A study of Mark 9:1-13
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followed by the Transfiguration, in 
which three disciples had the priv-
ilege of seeing Jesus in a special 
glory. In all three Gospels, we 
are told that the Transfiguration 
happened about a week after 
the prediction—the saying and 
the fulfillment are tied togeth-
er by this literary technique.

“After six days Jesus took Peter, 
James and John with Him and led 
them up a high mountain, where 
they were all alone.” Tradition 
says that this was Mount Tabor, 
but it is only 2,000 feet high. 
Mt. Hermon may be a better 
candidate, since it is the tall-
est mountain in the area (9,000 
feet), and Caesarea Philippi is 
at the base of Mt. Hermon.

Peter, James and John were 
the disciples closest to Jesus. 
They also seem to have been 
the most ambitious — Peter was 
the most outspoken, and James 
and John wanted positions of 
honour when Jesus came in His 
glory (Mark 10:37). These three 
may have needed the most reas-
surance that something better 
would come after the persecu-
tion. And they saw it: “There He 
was transfigured before them. 
His clothes became dazzling 
white, whiter than anyone in 
the world could bleach them. 
And there appeared before 
them Elijah and Moses, who 
were talking with Jesus.”

Were Elijah and Moses resurrect-
ed, or was this just an ‘appear-
ance?’ Matthew 17:2 says that 
Jesus’ face “shone like the sun.” 
Was it a vision, or was Jesus real-
ly changed? We don’t know. 
Why Moses and Elijah? That is 
more easily answered. Jews 
respected both of them highly, 
and they represent high points 
in Israelite history, corresponding 
to the Law and the Prophets.

What were they talking about? 
Luke 9:31 says that they were 
discussing Jesus’ “departure 
which He was about to bring to 
fulfillment at Jerusalem.” They 
were talking about His death. 
Did Elijah and Moses know the 
manner and purpose of Jesus’ 
death, or were they asking Jesus 
to explain it to them? Apparently 
it is not important that we know.

Listen to Jesus (verses 5-8)
If we had been there, we prob-
ably would not have understood 

it any better than Peter did. 
“Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it 
is good for us to be here. Let us 
put up three shelters — one for 
you, one for Moses and one for 
Elijah.’ (He did not know what to 
say, they were so frightened).”

A week earlier, Peter said that 
Jesus was the Messiah. Now, 
he uses the lesser title ‘Rabbi.’ 
Which title is most appro-
priate? We will soon have 
an authoritative answer!

Why did Peter talk about shel-
ters? In a state of glory, why 
would anyone need a shelter? 
Perhaps Peter was thinking of the 
Festival of Tabernacles, which 
many Jews associated with the 
arrival of the kingdom. Perhaps 
the shelters were an invitation 
for the prophets to stay a while.

Something even more astound-
ing happened next. “Then a 
cloud appeared and covered 
them, and a voice came from 
the cloud: ‘“This is my Son, whom 
I love. Listen to Him!’” The cloud 
was not just above them — it 
‘covered them’ in the sense of 
covering them up, as a dense 
fog, blocking their view.

And God tells us what is import-
ant: Jesus is the Son of God, loved 
by God, speaking the words of 
God. Even when the greatest 
prophets from Israel’s history are 
present, the disciples should listen 
to Jesus. Jesus is greater even 
than Moses and Elijah, and there-
fore greater than the Law and 
the Prophets. If He says that He is 
going to be their Messiah by dying 
in Jerusalem, then they should 
pay attention to what He says.

“Suddenly, when they looked 
around, they no longer saw 
anyone with them except Jesus.” 
Peter had hoped to prolong 
the moment, but it was over. 
The event was not to get them 
in touch with past prophets, 
but for them to be more dedi-
cated to the leader they had, 
because He was more than a 
prophet — He was the Son of 
God, and God had just validat-
ed the path that Jesus was on.

The glory they saw in Jesus no 
doubt encouraged them that 
the glorious kingdom would be 
a reality. But it was not just a 
future reality. Jesus had been the 
beloved Son of God all along, 
and His disciples should accept 
his teachings, even if they are 

the opposite of what they want-
ed and expected. Since He is 
the beloved Son of God, the 
disciples could be sure that glory 
would follow, even if dark days 
lay in the immediate future.

The Transfiguration also shows that 
God’s kingdom transcends human 
kingdoms. God’s reign is not just 
a bigger and better empire, and 
the leaders in the kingdom are not 
just kinder and stronger versions 
of Roman or Judean kings. The 
transformed face and clothes of 
Jesus show that it is far different; it 
is not just a continuation of normal 
history. Indeed, when the disci-
ples catch even a small glimpse 
of the glory, they are frightened 
and don’t even know how to 
speak intelligently. They had 
only a glimmer of understanding 
of what the kingdom really is.

So what should the disciples do?

They should listen to Jesus, get 
behind Jesus and follow Him. 
They should not take matters into 
their own hands, because their 
efforts are as useless as making 
shelters for glorified beings.

But what about Elijah? 
(verses 9-13)
“You had to be there,” the saying 
goes. But in this case, it didn’t do a 
lot of good to ’be there’. “As they 
were coming down the mountain, 
Jesus gave them orders not to tell 
anyone what they had seen until 
the Son of Man had risen from 
the dead. They kept the matter 
to themselves, discussing what 
‘rising from the dead’ meant.”

Jesus had predicted His own 
death and resurrection, but the 
truth was so contrary to what 
the disciples expected that 
they couldn’t understand the 
plainest of words. It was only 
after Jesus rose from the dead 
that they could begin to under-
stand — but until that under-
standing came, they would not 
be able to tell the story right. 
So Jesus told them to keep it a 
secret until the time was right.

The Transfiguration gave them 
a glimpse of the glory that Jesus 
had, and the glory He would 
share with all who took up the 
cross to follow Him into the 
valley of the shadow of death. 
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