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EDITORIAL
Dear friends

“How did he do that?” The magician makes magic and 
the audience stares wide-eyed and open-mouthed. 
“Amazing!” “Incredible” “I can’t believe it!” It seems that 
magicians today are performing more astonishing illusions 
than ever before. But do you realise that compared to 
God the most amazing magician is not amazing at all?

The prophet Isaiah called Jesus “Wonderful Counsellor” 
(Isaiah 9:6) but the words “wonderful” or “wonder”” are 
much weightier than the way we use them today. We say 
something is “wonderful” if it is pleasant or lovely. But Jesus is 
wonderful in a way that is mind-boggling. The word wonder-
ful in this verse literally means ‘incomprehensible.’ This word 
was first used of the plagues in Egypt and also describes the 
parting of the Red Sea. This is not about magic or religious 
illusions. These miracles spring from who God is. His works 
are not only wonderful – He is wonderful. He is overwhelm-
ing, shocking, astonishing – awesome. This is who He is.   

 “Wonderful” is the ultimate surprise, the “Wow – I never 
expected that!” and “I can’t explain it!” It’s the “I don’t 
know what to do with this. I need eyes bigger than I have 
to take it all in. I’m speechless”. All you can do is stand 
in awe and worship. When Jesus performed a miracle 
by over-filling the disciples’ empty nets with fish, Peter 
fell at Jesus’ knees in astonishment. “Awe overwhelmed 
Peter and everyone with him.” Another translation says 
“He was gripped with bewildering amazement” (Luke 
5:8-10). I am learning to never put God in a box and think 
I know everything about Him and how He is supposed to 
act! He works and He is beyond our wildest dreams.  

In this issue of Face to Face you will learn more about 
our “Wonderful” Triune God. As usual our magazine  
continues to share these awesome wonders with you! 
I pray that these articles create a hunger inside of you 
for a realisation, a knowing, a seeing of this wonder-
ful, marvellous Jesus – He who is the ultimate marvel. 

Ask the Holy Spirit to open the eyes of your understanding 
and guide you into all truth. Ask Him to enable you to see 
who God really is. The Holy Spirit will begin to open up to 
you this life of wonder. God calls us to an amazing life and 
future - His love for you is beyond comprehension. He wants 
to take you on a journey. Walk with him and you will expe-
rience and see things that are too wonderful for words!

Your brother in Christ

Gordon
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“Living and sharing life  
changing Hope, with all kinds of 

people in all kinds of places”

OUR MISSION

1.   Face to Face seeks to become a 
trustworthy Christian Media Ministry 
with a reputation for quality content, 
balanced theology and thought 
provoking articles and programmes.

2.  Face to Face is committed to 
bringing a positive and practical 
Christian perspective on everyday 
issues facing ordinary people. Its 
content is biblically based, relation-
al, inspirational and informative.

3.  Face to Face undertakes to engage 
individuals from a wide range of 
national and cultural backgrounds. 
It seeks to reflect perspectives 
across these cultural boundaries 
fairly, accurately and respectfully.

4.  Face to Face seeks to inspire readers 
to embrace the gospel and live a 
grace-centred life in Jesus Christ.

5.  Face to Face seeks to cultivate 
a cooperative and constructive 
engagement with leaders and 
communities across a broad 
spectrum of Christian faiths.
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2.  All people, without exception, are of 
equal value and spiritual potential

3.  Responsible theological methods  
and exegesis of Scripture
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5.  Building relationships individ-
ually and in community
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I never thought it would 
happen to me, but yes, I 
lost my wedding ring. It only 

took approximately 17 years 
and six months to happen. I 
seldom take it off and so I was 
convinced I would never lose 
it. I had heard strange stories 
about other people losing their 
wedding rings, but not me.

Then it happened. I was exercising 
at the gym and my wedding ring, 
actually a wedding band, was hurt-
ing me as I lifted weights. Not that I 
lift anything significant. So, against 
my better judgement, I took it off 
and put it with my car keys by hook-
ing it onto the foot of my fluffy zebra 
key ring that my daughter gave 
me. I was the only one in the gym 
and there was no way I was going 

to forget it with my car keys. My 
wife was busy doing aerobics in the 
hall next door. As we rode off back 
home I suddenly realised with horror 
that my ring was not on my finger 
or on my car keys. We turned back, 
but I was not too worried because 
I was the only one in the gym and I 
could trace my steps quite easily. 

The Day I Lost 
My Wedding 

Ring
Johannes Maree

4 - Face to Face | www.face2face.org.za



Still Lost And Not Found
So there I was, along with my wife 
and the gym instructor, on our 
hands and knees searching the 
gym floor. I thought of the Bible 
parable in Luke 15 where the 
widow loses her coin and searches 
the whole house and finds it. I was 
convinced that at any moment 
either I would see a literal glitter of 
gold amongst the cold, grey steel 
of the gym weights, or someone 
would shout, “Found it.” But no 
such luck. We kept on searching. 
Again and again I would check 
places I had already checked. I 
started to think about the para-
ble of the lost coin and how it 
illustrates Jesus having found the 
‘lost’. The song Amazing Grace 
started playing in my head, “I once 
was lost, but now am found.”

Two hours later my ring was still 
lost and not found. I started to 
reason with myself that it wasn’t a 
very expensive wedding band. I 
could probably go out right now 
and buy an even better, more 
expensive one without the blink 
of an eye. Yet, it would never be 
my wedding ring. After two and a 
half hours I stood up off the floor. 
I had given up, my ring was lost. 

My wife and I drove home, the 
whole way I was figuratively kick-
ing myself. How could I have been 
so stupid? My wife reassured me 
that it was only a ring, but I kept 
on thinking about the parable of 
the lost coin, as well as the para-
ble about the lost sheep, which is 
also found in Luke 15. I wondered 
how long would God search for 
me if I were lost? Two and a half 
hours? Maybe two and a half 
days? Would He give up and say 
to Jesus that it’s of no use, that this 
one is truly lost so let’s just call it 
quits? An interesting side thought 
is that if something is ‘lost’ is implies 
it must have a home. ‘Home’ does 
not imply a ‘homeless’ person, but 
that they belong somewhere. 

We serve an all-mighty and all-lov-
ing God. It is not by chance that 
He says, “I will never leave you 
nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). 
It is a sure promise that cannot be 
broken, when God promises that 
He will cover you with His feath-
ers and keep you safe under His 
wings (Psalm 91:4). Just before His 

crucifixion, when Jesus was pray-
ing to God the Father, He says 
that those disciples the Father 
gave Him, He has looked after 
and has lost none (John 17:12).

Our Destiny In God’s 
Hands
We all at some time or another go 
through periods in our lives where 
we think we are lost, or are not 
going to make it. Or we might think 
that because a friend has turned 
their back on God that there is no 
more hope for them. A little while 
ago I was speaking to a pastor who 
believes that we can literally be 
responsible for someone being lost. 
That somehow other people’s eter-
nal lives are in our hands. I prefer to 
believe, as per the scriptures, that 
our destiny, along with that of the 
entire universe, is held tightly in the 
hands of the Almighty God. True, 
we are sometimes guilty of chasing 
people out of the church, or deep-
ly offending people so that they 
never set a foot in a church again. 
But thankfully, it is the all-knowing, 
all-powerful, all-loving, all-forgiving, 
Shepherd that goes and finds that 
lost sheep and lovingly puts it on 
his shoulders and carries it back 
to the fold. In fact, it is not ‘that’ 
sheep, but ‘my’ sheep and ‘my’ 
coin and ‘my’ son. That is precise-
ly what God says to us, “You are 
mine!” (Isaiah 43:1) “You are my 
son, my daughter” (1 Peter 2:9-10).

I have often heard sermons about 
Jesus standing outside the door of 
our heart and knocking, waiting 
patiently for us to open up and 
let Him in. This may be true, but I 
personally like the image where 
Jesus deliberately goes out and 
finds us. This imagery is very power-
ful in the parable of the Prodigal 
Son (Luke 15), where God the 
Father, seeing his son (you and me) 
afar off, doesn’t patiently wait but 
runs to meet us and hug us and 
embrace us. Also in the parables 
of the lost sheep and lost coin 
both the woman and the shep-
herd don’t waste any time. They 
use their initiative and immediately 
go in search of that which they 
have lost. And, more importantly, 
they don’t give up until they have 

found what was lost. Here the 
word ‘until’ is very important and 
implies ‘unwearied persistence, 
perseverance’ (Luke 15:4, 8).

We misunderstand true grace 
and misrepresent the loving 
Triune God when we think God 
is out to get us, or He can’t save 
someone, or that maybe my 
sin is just too big for even Jesus’ 
sacrifice to cover and pardon. 

Found
A few days after I lost my wedding 
ring I received a phone call from 
the gym instructor. Someone had 
found my ring. It is difficult to explain 
in words how absolutely thrilled I 
was. I had offered a reward and 
initially the person did not want to 
take it, but what price could I truly 
place on my wedding ring? She 
had found it in the grass just outside 
of the front door. In a similar, but 
much greater sense God paid the 
greatest ransom, or reward, every-
thing He had, to buy us back. 

The other day, my wife and I were 
driving in the open countryside far 
from anywhere, with my ring snugly 
back on my finger. We stopped 
on the side of the road to swop 
drivers. As we walked behind the 
car a glint of gold caught my eye. 
There in the dusty, gravel next to 
the road lay a wedding ring.  It 
seemed weird, especially after 
my ordeal, but this one had a less 
happy ending. The gold band was 
badly damaged and the setting 
for a big diamond was empty. I 
don’t know the story of that lost 
ring, but God does. In the same 
way He intimately knows each and 
every detail of our story. He knows 
where we are, if we are damaged 
and how to polish us up so that 
we once again shine brightly. 

It has been said that nearly all of 
the gold throughout mankind’s 
history is still in circulation. You may 
be wearing a gold ring, that four 
hundred years ago, was gold in a 
nobleman’s chain. Gold, although 
it will take a very long time, will 
eventually stain, perish or just simply 
be lost, but not the gold (you and 
me) that is in the crown of the King 
of Heaven. He loves us too deeply 
and we are too valuable to Him. 
He will never take you off His finger 
even for the briefest of moments.
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Think about it. A King who 
committed adultery and 
murder! A man who was 

ruthless at times - so much 
so that God forbade him to 
build the temple because of 
his violence. And the Biblical 
record bears testimony to the 
serious relationship issues he 
faced as a father to his chil-
dren. 
Yet God describes David as a man 
‘after my own heart’. A bewil-
dering paradox and apparent 
contradiction of the ‘God Who Is’.

To add fuel to the fire David was 
anointed to be God’s chosen king 
by the prophet Samuel during 
his teenage years, and the Holy 
Spirit was with him throughout 
his life.  God saw something in 
David’s heart and character which 
had the makings of a future king, 
when he was but a young boy.   

Let’s get closer to responding to 
some of these perplexing questions 
as we discover how David boldly 
and unequivocally opens up his life 
to us in the Psalms.   More has been 
written about David than any other 
character in the Old Testament; 
66 chapters in the Old Testament 
and there are 59 references to him 
in the New Testament.  In addition, 
73 Psalms are attributed to David.

David loved the Lord with a full 
heart, affectionately, deeply 
and fervently.  He articulates this 
throughout the Psalms in prose, 
poetry, music and song.  He says 
in Psalm 18:1 “I love you, Lord 
my strength. The Lord is my rock, 
my fortress and my deliverer; my 
God is my rock, in whom I take 
refuge, my shield and the horn of 

my salvation, my stronghold.” 

David’s relationship with the 
Lord was spontaneous, natural 
and exuberant.  He was a larger 
than life personality who had ‘no 
worries’ about dancing before 
the Lord, despite what the people 
thought.  God was the love of 
David’s life in good times and bad.     

David’s inspirational leadership 
was anchored in a strong resilient 
faith and implicit trust in God.  He 
says in Psalm 27:1 “The Lord is my 
light and my salvation - whom 
shall I fear? The Lord is the strong-
hold of my life - of whom shall I 
be afraid?” Nowhere in Scripture 
is this point better illustrated than 
in 1 Samuel 17 where David as 
a young shepherd boy fearless-
ly slew the Philistine, Goliath. 

A Powerful Lesson
David was fully aware of God’s 
presence in his life, and he had faith 
that God would deliver him from 
impending danger. How else would 
he have the courage to venture 
into a potentially fatal situation 
with calm and confidence?  Shortly 
before his duel with Goliath David 
says, “The Lord who delivered me 
from the paw of the lion and from 
the paw of the bear will deliver me 
from the hand of this Philistine.”  
A powerful lesson on how faith 
and courage are mutually inclu-
sive.  The Lord grants the faith and 
courage to serve in His strength.

David repeatedly declared how 
much he loved God’s perfect 
Word.  We find a beautiful exam-
ple of this in Psalm 119:47-48 “For I 
delight in your commands because 
I love them. I lift up my hands to 
your commands, which I love, and 

I meditate on your decrees.” 

David consistently praised God 
and showed appreciation to the 
Lord no matter what the circum-
stances.  He declares in Psalm 
26:6-7 “O Lord, I proclaim aloud 
your praise and telling of all your 
wonderful deeds.”  David’s life 
was marked by seasons of great 
peace and prosperity as well as 
times of fear and despair. But 
through all of the seasons in his life, 
he never forgot to thank the Lord 
for the blessings of life and living.

Nevertheless, David was also a card 
carrying member of the human 
race as we all are, filled with inher-
ent strengths and weaknesses 
dating back to the fall of human-
kind in the Garden of Eden.  And 
as such he too was vulnerable to 
temptation and sin.  This is vividly 
highlighted in 2 Samuel 11:2-5 “It 
happened, late one afternoon, 
when David arose from his couch 
and was walking on the roof of the 
king’s house, that he saw from the 
roof a woman bathing; and the 
woman was very beautiful. And 
David sent and inquired about 
the woman. And one said, ‘Is not 
this Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah 
the Hittite?’ So David sent messen-
gers and took her, and she came 
to him, and he lay with her. And 
the woman conceived, and she 
sent and told David, ‘I am preg-
nant’” (English Standard Version).

The mighty fall hard, and David was 
no exception.  He succumbed to 
temptation resulting in a series of 
deadly consequences. He quickly 
found himself embroiled in a web of 
deceit, denial and self-justification 
as he attempted to rationalise his 
fall into adultery and later murder.

Robert Klynsmith

   HOW CAN
 IT BE ?
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He somehow tried to convince 
himself of the critical need to 
send his most valiant warrior, 
Bathsheba’s husband, Uriah the 
Hittite, to the frontline…knowing 
the chances of Uriah coming out 
alive was slim.  True enough Uriah 
was killed in battle and David was 
now free to marry Bathsheba.  

David allowed his position of power 
to get the better of him so that 
he could take what he should not 
have.  His denial and self-deceit 
continued for several months until 
he was confronted by Nathan the 
prophet, after which he became 
painfully aware of the heinous 
nature of his sins.  He then responds 
sorrowfully with a deeply repentant 
heart.  This is dramatically portrayed 
in Psalm 51:1-2,10-11,17 “Have 
mercy on me, O God, according 
to your unfailing love; according to 
your great compassion blot out my 
transgressions. Wash away all my 
iniquity, and cleanse me from my 
sin! Create in me a pure heart, O 
God and renew a steadfast heart 
within me…My sacrifice, O God, 
is a broken spirit; a broken and 
contrite heart you will not despise.  
Do not cast me from your presence 
or take your Holy Spirit from me.” 

You shall not die
And Nathan said to David in 2 
Samuel 12:13 “The Lord also has put 
away your sin; you shall not die.  In 
reality David deserved the death 
penalty.  Yet the Triune God was 
gracious and merciful to David as 
he is to each and every one of us.  
Our sins, past, present and future 
are forgiven in Christ who bore 
our transgressions on the cross. 
David lost his child from Bathsheba, 
though he prayed and fasted for 

seven days, crying out to God to 
intervene.  He had to face up to 
the harsh reality that forgiveness 
and mercy does not mean one will 
not suffer the consequences of sin. 

David learned from his sin and God 
restored within him a pure heart.  
His life matured and deepened 
spiritually through the adversity 
caused by sin.  His soul 
was touched by 
the truth and he 
was unafraid to 
admit his trans-
gressions.  A 
lesson for us 
as we feel the 
pain our sins 
brings upon 
ourselves 
and others.

What 
David did about 
his transgressions 
when confronted 
with the cruel reality of 
his actions is what made all 
the difference, notwithstanding 
the horrifying nature of his deeds 
(2 Sam. 12:13).  David’s repen-
tance led to a deeper transfor-
mation of his heart, mind and 
soul. The early twentieth-century 
evangelist and teacher Oswald 
Chambers said: “If God allows 
you to be stripped of the exterior 
portions of your life, he means for 
you to cultivate the interior.”

A faithful struggle
Even the Scottish writer, philoso-
pher and historian, Thomas Carlyle, 
a bitter critic of organized Chris-
tianity, described David’s life in 
complimentary terms. He wrote: 
“All earnest souls will discern in the 

book of Psalms the faithful struggle 
of an earnest human soul towards 
what is good and best. Struggle 
often baffled – sore baffled – driv-
en as into an entire wreck; yet a 
struggle never ended, ever with 
tears, repentance, true uncon-
querable purpose begun anew.” 

This brief glimpse into David’s life 
may give some clues as to 

why God called him a 
‘man after my own 

heart’.  David loved 
the Lord with a 
full heart, yet his 
life somehow 
encapsulates 
the vulnera-
ble side of our 
humanity.  The 

Triune God loves 
and forgives even 

in our moments 
of weakness.

We serve a loving God who 
seeks to enjoy a heart relationship 
with each and every one of us.  A 
high priest who understands our 
failings and lifts us out of our sin, 
as He did with David.  The New 
Testament contextualises this in 
Hebrews 4:14-16 “Therefore, since 
we have a great high priest who 
has gone through the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold 
firmly to the faith we profess. For 
we do not have a high priest who 
is unable to sympathise with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who 
has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are – yet was without sin.  
Let us then approach the throne of 
grace with confidence, so that we 
may receive mercy and find grace 
to help us in our time of need.” 

   HOW CAN
?

Perhaps one of the most 
powerful legacies David 

passes on to each on of us 
is the Lord’s amazing grace 
as we continue to serve the 
Triune God with a full heart.
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Max Lucado

“H ow was the night?’ 
asked the nurse. The 
young man’s weary 

eyes answered the question 
before his lips could. It had 
been long and hard. Vigils 
always are, but even more so 
when they are with your own 
father.”
‘He didn’t wake up.’

The son sat by the bed and held the 
bony hand that had so often held 
his own. He was afraid to release it 
for fear that doing so might allow 
the man he so dearly loved to 
tumble over the brink. He had held 
it all night as the two stood on the 
canyon’s edge, aware of the final 
step that was only hours away.

With words painted black with 
confusion, he summarized the 
fears that had been his compan-
ions during the darkness. ‘I know it 
has to happen,’ the son yearned, 
looking at his father’s ashen 
face. ‘I just don’t know why.’

The Canyon Of Death
It is a desolate canyon. The dry 
ground is cracked and lifeless. A 
blistering sun heats the wind that 
moans eerily and stings merciless-
ly. Tears burn and words come 
slowly as visitors to the canyon are 
forced to stare into the ravine. The 
bottom of the crevice is invisible, 
the other side unreachable. You 
can’t help but wonder what is 
hidden in the darkness. And you 
can’t help but long to leave.

Have you been there? Have you 
been called to stand at the thin 
line that separates the living from 
the dead? Have you lain awake at 
night listening to machines pumping 

air in and out of your lungs? Have 
you watched sickness corrode 
and atrophy the body of a friend? 
Have you lingered behind at the 
cemetery long after the others 
have left, gazing in disbelief at the 
metal casket that contains the 
body that contained the soul of the 
one you can’t believe is gone?

If so, then this canyon is not unfamil-
iar to you. You’ve heard the lone-
some whistle of the winds. You’ve 
heard the painful questions ‘Why, 
What for?’ ricochet answerless 
off the canyon walls. And you’ve 
kicked loose rocks off the edge 
and listened for the sound of their 
crashing, which never comes.

The young father crushed the ciga-
rette into the plastic ashtray. He was 
alone in the hospital waiting room. 
How long will it take? It all had 
happened so quickly! First came 
the news from the hospital, then 
the frantic drive to the emergency 
room and then the explanation 
of the nurse. ‘Your son was hit by 
a car. He has some serious head 
wounds. He is in surgery The doctors 
are doing the best they can.’

Another cigarette. ‘My God.’  The 
words of the father were almost 
inaudible. ‘He’s only five years old.’

Standing on the edge of the 
canyon draws all of life into 
perspective. What matters and 
what doesn’t are easily distin-
guished. Above the canyon 
wall no one is concerned about 
salaries or positions. No one 
asks about the car you drive or 
what part of town you live in. As 
aging humans stand beside this 
ageless chasm, all the games and 
disguises of life seem sadly silly.

It happened in one fiery 

instant. ‘Where is the bird?’ 
shouted a space engineer 
at Cape Canaveral.

‘Oh, my God,’ cried a teacher 
from the viewing stands nearby. 
‘Don’t let happen what I think 
just happened.’ Confusion and 
horror raced through the nation 
as we stood on the edge of the 
canyon watching seven of our 
best disintegrate before our eyes 
as the shuttle exploded into a 
white and orange fireball.

Once again we were reminded 
that even at our technological 
finest, we are still frighteningly frail.

Called Into The Unknown
It is possible that I’m address-
ing someone who is walking the 
canyon wall. Someone you love 
dearly has been called into the 
unknown and you are alone. 
Alone with your fears and alone 
with your doubts. If this is the case, 
please read the rest of this piece 
very carefully. Look carefully at 
the scene described in John 11. In 
this scene there are two people, 
Martha and Jesus. And for all 
practical purposes they are the 
only two people in the universe.

Her words were full of despair. 
‘If you had been here. . .’ She 
stares into the Master’s face with 
confused eyes. She’d been strong 
long enough; now it hurt too badly. 
Lazarus was dead. Her brother 
was gone. And the one man who 
could have made a difference, 
didn’t. He hadn’t even made it 
for the burial. Something about 
death makes us accuse God of 
betrayal. ‘If God were here there 
would be no death,’ we claim.

Bigger  Than  YOU                                                        Bigger  Than  DEATH
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You see, if God is God anywhere, 
He has to be God in the face of 
death. Pop psychology can deal 
with depression. Pep talks can 
deal with pessimism. Prosperity 
can handle hunger. But only 
God can deal with our 
ultimate dilemma—
death. And only 
the God of the 
Bible has dared 
to stand on the 
canyon’s edge 
and offer an 
answer. He has 
to be God in the 
face of death. 
If not, He is not 
God anywhere.

Jesus wasn’t angry 
at Martha. Perhaps 
it was His patience that 
caused her to change her 
tone from frustration to earnest-
ness. “Even now God will give 
you whatever you ask.”

Jesus then made one of those 
claims that place Him either 
on the throne or in the asylum: 
“Your brother will rise again.”

Martha misunderstood. (Who 
wouldn’t have?) “I know he 
will rise again in the resur-
rection at the last day.”

That wasn’t what Jesus meant. 
Don’t miss the context of the next 
words. Imagine the setting. Jesus 
has intruded on the enemy’s turf; 
He’s standing in Satan’s territory, 
Death Canyon. His stomach turns 
as he smells the sulphuric stench 
of the ex-angel, and He winces 
as He hears the oppressed wails 
of those trapped in the prison. 
Satan has been here. He has 

violated one of God’s creations.

With his foot planted on the 
serpent’s head, Jesus speaks loudly 
enough that His words echo off 

the canyon walls. “I am the 
resurrection and the life. 

He who believes in 
me will live, even 

though he dies; 
and whoev-
er lives and 
believes in me 
will never die.” 
(John 11:25).

It is a hinge 
point in histo-

ry. A chink has 
been found in 

death’s armour. The 
keys to the halls of hell 

have been claimed. The 
buzzards scatter and the scorpions 
scurry as Life confronts death—
and wins! The wind stops. A cloud 
blocks the sun and a bird chirps 
in the distance while a humiliated 
snake slithers between the rocks 
and disappears into the ground.

The stage has been set for a 
confrontation at Calvary.

Do You Believe This?
But Jesus isn’t through with Martha. 
With eyes locked on hers he 
asks the greatest question found 
in Scripture, a question meant 
as much for you and me as for 
Martha. “Do you believe this?”

Wham! There it is. The bottom 
line. The dimension that sepa-
rates Jesus from a thousand gurus 
and prophets who have come 
down the pike. The question that 
drives any responsible listener to 

absolute obedience to or total 
rejection of the Christian faith.

“Do you believe this?”

Let the question sink into your 
heart for a minute. Do you believe 
that a young, penniless itinerant 
is larger than your death? Do 
you truly believe that death is 
nothing more than an entrance 
ramp to a new highway?

“Do you believe this?”

Jesus didn’t pose this query as 
a topic for discussion in Sunday 
schools. It was never intended 
to be dealt with while basking 
in the stained glass sunlight or 
while seated on padded pews.

No. This is a canyon question. A 
question which makes sense only 
during an all-night vigil or in the 
stillness of smoke-filled waiting 
rooms. A question that makes sense 
when all of our props, crutches, 
and costumes are taken away. 
For then we must face ourselves as 
we really are, rudderless humans 
tail-spinning toward disaster. And 
we are forced to see Him for what 
He claims to be - our only hope.

As much out of desperation as 
inspiration, Martha said yes. As 
she studied the tan face of that 
Galilean carpenter, something 
told her she’d probably never 
get closer to the truth than she 
was right now. So she gave Him 
her hand and let Him lead her 
away from the canyon wall.

“I am the resurrection and the 
life. Do you believe this?”
Reprinted with kind permission of www.upwords.com.

Have you been called 
to stand at the thin 

line that separates the 
living from the dead?

Bigger  Than  YOU                                                        Bigger  Than  DEATH
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THE
POINT
of NO

RETURN

Arnolda de Greeff

H ave you ever been blown 
away by the kindness of 
someone when you least 

expected it?  Quite recently three 
friends and I had just such a 
‘wow’ experience.
We four ladies are all old age pension-
ers and I have the privilege of using 
a car which belongs to my daughter. 
I pay for the petrol, but she pays the 
upkeep. This is a blessing for us all as 
we travel together on various occa-
sions. At age seventy four, I still have 
an added income by doing deliveries 
and collections for my daughter.

The eldest among us lives in an old 
age home and seldom has the oppor-
tunity to go out. She has the least 
but always wants to share what little 
she has. Less than five feet tall, she is 
hard of hearing, with more than her 
share of aches and pains. Despite 
her eighty nine years and having to 
hold onto a little push cart that she 
also uses as a chair whenever neces-
sary, she still has a lot of spunk!

The second eldest of our group is 
a diabetic with very poor eyesight. 
She also suffers from bad circulation 
and has undergone a series of oper-
ations to speed up the healing of 
her foot, so she was still limping a bit. 
She also gives without hesitation.

I am the third eldest. Of the four of 

us I think I have been in the wrong 
queue as far as having a giving spirit 
is concerned. I have prayed about it 
often but many times have felt rotten 
when I don’t respond so freely and 
immediately as others. This reminds 
me of what CS Lewis said in his book 
Mere Christianity. The one thing he 
realised was that nine times out of ten 
it would be charity that tripped him up 
and he struggled with that the most. 
I could relate to that. However, the 
youngest of the four of us has such 
a compassion and heart for others 
that I feel inspired and humbled.

Well for once I decided not to look 
at my budget and suggested to the 
other two that we visit the 89 year 
old and take her for a drive around 
Camps Bay and Llandudno. This is a 
spectacular scenic drive on the west 
side of the Cape Peninsula. It was a 
beautiful day and we stopped for 
a while at Llandudno so she could 
sit outside and enjoy the fresh air 
and sunshine. It was such a pleasure 
to see her enjoying it so much.

We realised it was getting late 
and decided to return. We soon 
learnt everybody else had the 
same idea as we travelled for the 
last few kilometres into Camps 
Bay at about five km per hour. 

I spotted a Primi Piati Restaurant, over-
looking the sea and at the same time 
saw a parking spot which I turned into 

immediately. While the others waited 
in the car, I went in to see whether 
there was a table available for us. It 
was around five o’clock and fortu-
nately most of the tables were empty.

Normally I would pay for every-
thing and we would sort out the 
money matters afterwards.

The eldest lady was enjoying the view 
and her ice cream so much that it 
was a pleasure just to watch her.  I 
can’t recall what we talked about 
but it was very likely about faith and 
food, particularly the price of food. 
We sometimes had to raise our voices 
so she could join in the conversation.

I asked Nigel our waiter, to bring me 
the tab which he did. Before I could 
write, still trying to figure out the 
gratuity, he took it back and said, 
“No you don’t have to pay, this is on 
me.” In spite of my objections, he was 
adamant that we were not going to 
pay. The youngest lady jumped up and 
said, “Do you mind if I give you a hug?” 
I also hugged him, because we were 
all so overwhelmed by his generosity.

The staff helped the four of us down 
the steps and out by the door.

On the way back we couldn’t stop 
talking about what happened. I was 
once again given a lesson in giving!

BLOWN AWAY
by KINDNESS
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THE
POINT
of NO

RETURN

“Even when I walk 
through the dark 
valley of death, I will 

not be afraid, for you are close 
beside me.”Psalm 23:4 (NLT)
Built into every airline’s flight safe-
ty plan is a designated “Point of 
no return” and every pilot knows 
exactly where that is on the flight 
path to every destination. And so, 
his decision to fly on or turn back is 
crystal clear in every emergency. 
I was on a flight from Washington 
DC to Heathrow some years ago 
when one of the engines died, 
fortunately we had not reached 
the point of no return and were 
able to turn back, land in Boston 
Massachusetts and spend the night 
there before continuing our jour-
ney the next day. And you know 
as well as I do that there are even 
situations in our own lives when 
we reach the point of no return.

For Jesus that moment came in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. The last 
supper together had finished with a 
hymn of praise as it records in Mark 
14:26, “Then they sang a hymn and 

went out to the Mount of Olives.”

Gethsemane means “The Oil Press.” 
Jerusalem is built on the area at the 
top of Mount Zion and because of 
this there was no room for gardens, 
but the richer inhabitants had 
their gardens on the slopes of the 
Mount of Olives. Gethsemane was 
a small enclosed garden and it 
would appear that Jesus had been 
given permission to use it during 
the Passover. In this garden we see 
the lonely agony and the spiritu-
al distress of Jesus as he battled 
against his humanity, crying out; 
“Abba. Father, everything is possi-
ble for you. Please take this cup 
of suffering away from me.” He is 
asking of course, “If there’s any 
other way Father, let’s do it that 
way!” But as you know he finishes 
by saying, “Yet I want your will to 
be done, not mine!” (Mark 14:36).

In this lonely place, while the 
disciples slept, (Mark 14:37), our 
Saviour passed the point of no 
return, accepting the will of God 
to tread the path to Golgotha. 
In that awful and agonizing hour 
Jesus spoke as a little child speaks 

to his father—“Abba”—whom he 
loved and trusted. There in Geth-
semane we witness an amazing 
example of submission to the 
will of God even during a walk 
through the valley of the shadow 
of death—this decision was made 
for all humanity, for us! What an 
amazing expression of love. In 
fact the apostle John says, “We 
know what love is by this, that he 
laid down his life for us: so we too 
ought to lay down our lives for the 
brethren” (1 John 3:16 Williams NT). 
For us this is the point of no return!

Prayer
Our Amazing Father, thank you 
that your will in our lives is the most 
important thing. Give us the faith to 
trust you always as your little chil-
dren should, following the example 
of our Elder Brother, Jesus Christ. 
 
Amen
Reprinted with kind permission of daybyday.org.uk.

Cliff Neill
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Faith                       and                           Funerals
Takalani Musekwa

Funerals are big business 
in South Africa.  For 
those watching morning 

or evening television, adverts 
for funeral policies are every-
where. However, this is not just 
a South African phenomenon. 
Humans have always made a 
big fuss about how or where 
they bury their dead.
In ancient Egypt, the kings built 
themselves huge tombs called 
pyramids. These took years to build, 
and are one of the seven wonders 
of the ancient world. Abraham, 
the patriarch of the people of 
Israel, bought a piece of land as 
a family burial place. Many Afri-
can families I know, including my 
own, have their family burial plac-
es. Jesus was buried in a tomb 
owned by Joseph of Arimathea, 
a rich Jewish leader at that time.

Funerals can be a great state-
ment of faith for Christians. When 
Abraham bought the Cave of 
Machpelah as a burial place for his 
family, he was demonstrating his 
faith in the fact that God was going 
to give that land to his descen-
dants. He was putting his money 

where his faith was. The people he 
bought the land from did not know 
that Abraham and his descen-
dants intended to own the whole 
land eventually, as God promised 
them. They would probably not 
have sold it to him if they did. 

Birth and Death are two of the most 
defining moments of human life. 
Death is more so than birth. Many 
people believe that death is the 
end for humans. They believe life is 
meaningless, and that there is no life 
after death. Sadly, many Christians 
share the same belief, at least in 
practice. They may believe there is 
life after death but their life practic-
es do not show that. Paul declared 
that if Christians don’t believe 
there is life after death, they are to 
be pitied more than all people.

Slave traders were often cruel, 
“And if our hope in Christ is only 
for this life, we are more to be 
pitied than anyone in the world” 
(1 Corinthians 15:19 NLT).

The Christian martyrs are men 
and women who stared death 
in the face and smiled at it. They 
died with a smile because they 
knew that just as Christ was raised 

from the dead, they too will be 
raised. Because of his faith, Paul 
was not afraid of death. He said 
he would rather be away from 
the body and be at home with 
the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8).

Accept Jesus or else...
Pastors preach at funerals every 
week. However, more often than 
not, their message is to scare people 
into accepting Jesus. Most people 
do not not go to church. The only 
sermon they will ever hear is at a 
funeral. Sadly though, our message 
is often bad news instead of good 
news. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
good news. It is the message that 
God no longer counts people’s sins 
against them. (2 Corinthians 5:19). 

It is the message that we should no 
longer be afraid of death. Jesus 
came to free us from the fear of 
death. “Since the children have 
flesh and blood, He too shared 
in their humanity so that by His 
death He might break the power 
of him who holds the power of 
death—that is, the devil— and 
free those who all their lives were 
held in slavery by their fear of 
death.” (Hebrews 2:14-15).
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In Jesus, who was raised from the 
dead, death no longer has any 
power. “...Death has been swallowed 
up in victory.” “Where, O death, is 
your victory? Where, O death, is your 
sting?” The sting of death is sin, and 
the power of sin is the law. 
But thanks be to God! 
He gives us the 
victory through 
our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (1 
Corinthians 
15:54-57).

If you visit a 
cemetery, 
you will see 
many tomb-
stones with 
inscriptions. 
Often the inscrip-
tion gives the name 
of the deceased, when 
the person was born, when they died, 
and when they were buried. With 
those kinds of inscriptions, it appears 
death is the end of life. Once you are 
buried, it’s over. At least that’s what 
the tombstones seem to suggest. I 
think that Christians should declare 
their faith in the resurrection on their 
tombstones. Instead of just saying 

the person was born, lived, died and 
was buried on a particular date, 
our tombstones should reflect our 
faith. Perhaps they should have an 
inscription: “ Born (date), Died (date), 
Buried (date), Resurrection Coming!

Not A Dead End!
As Christians we believe that 

we already share in Jesus’ 
resurrection. It is a matter 
of time before we are 
bodily raised from the 
dead or changed 
into new bodies at 
Jesus’ coming. Here 
is how Paul puts it:

“...you have been 
raised with Christ, ...and 

your life is now hidden 
with Christ in God. When 

Christ, who is your life, appears, 
then you also will appear with Him 
in glory.” (Colossians 3:1, 3-4)

Christian deaths and funerals should 
be a testimony to the coming 
resurrection. They should not be a 
dead end (excuse the pun). Jesus’ 
death and burial was a testimony 
of His resurrection. The tomb was 
sealed with a heavy stone to make 

sure the body could not be stolen. 
Guards were posted at the tomb to 
guard it in case His disciples stole the 
body and claimed He was raised. 

How- ever, despite that, Jesus was 
raised from the dead and was seen 
by hundreds of people who became 
witnesses of His resurrection. Because 
of the actions taken to secure Jesus’ 
tomb, His resurrection is now attest-
ed to by the empty tomb, which 
still stands outside Jerusalem.

Paul says we should not grieve 
over death like people who have 
no hope in the resurrection. Death 
is like sleep. “Brothers and sisters, 
we do not want you to be unin-
formed about those who sleep in 
death, so that you do not grieve 
like the rest of mankind, who have 
no hope” (1 Thessalonians 4:13).

Let your funeral, or that of your loved 
ones, be a testimony of your faith, 
or their faith. Let the eulogies be a 
testimony of the faith you profess. 
Let the people at your funeral say: 
“This man/woman truly was a man/
woman of God!” To God be the glory.

Faith                       and                           Funerals

Funerals can be a 
great statement of 
faith for Christians.
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A Tender 
Trap

I  have never thought of 
myself as an escapist, but 
I confess to switching to 

the animal channels when the 
news gets too heavy to bear 
and the movies too banal to 
bother with.
There’s something really thera-
peutic about watching game 
wardens capturing wild animals 
when necessary, sometimes to give 
medical attention, and sometimes 
to move whole herds to another 
area where the environment is to 
their benefit. Often these guard-
ians of the wild put their own lives 
at risk, anaesthetising lions, hippos 
and even rhinos. Of course they 
work in teams, and every move 
is planned and provided with the 
necessary equipment. But some-
times it’s touch and go as to wheth-
er the operation is successful. 

One program I remember was 
particularly well planned and 
successful. A team of experts set 
a ‘trap’ for a herd of eland, which 
had to be moved to a different 

area. This was to effect better 
grazing and better genetic blend 
with another herd. But what really 
caught my attention was to see 
how they managed to coax a herd 
of strong, wild, fast running animals 
into a couple of waiting trucks. 
They did this by erecting 
barriers of canvass 
held together by 
poles and slowly 
closing in on the 
animals until they 
were all gently 
forced into the 
waiting trucks. 
A few of them 
proved difficult 
to catch, but the 
men persisted until 
they were all safely in 
the truck. The rewarding 
part was when they were 
released into the designated 
area, free to live a better life, even 
though they were unaware of this.

I couldn’t help seeing the similarity 
between the men saving these 
animals and how our Creator 
gently guides us in the way of 

His perfect, eternal salvation. 
But unlike the eland in the game 
reserve, we are fully aware of 
God’s blessings in this life as well 
as the promise of eternal life.

The prophet Isaiah laments the 
ignorance of God’s 

people in the first 
chapter of his book. 

The ox, he says, 
knows its master, 
and the donkey 
his owner’s 
manger, but 
God’s own 
people do not 
know or under-

stand (Isaiah 
1:3). Perhaps this 

is why the Bible 
so often refers to us 

as sheep, and sheep 
it seems, are not the most 

intelligent of animals. They often 
wander off on their own, seeking 
better pastures, while the shep-
herd, who knows best, takes them 
to the best grazing.  Some sheep 
apparently choose a comfortable 
soft spot to lie down, even hollow-

The Bible often 
refers to us as 

sheep, and sheep 
it seems, are not 

the most intelligent 
animals.

Hilary Jacobs
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A Tender 
Trap

ing the ground and then getting 
stuck there, unable to get up on 
their feet. No wonder the same 
prophet says in chapter 53:6, “We 
all like sheep have gone astray...”

Exactly What We Need
Jesus refers to Himself as the ‘Good 
Shepherd’ in John 10:11, 14. In the 
parable of the lost sheep (Luke 15) 
He pictures the shepherd returning 
with lost sheep on his shoulders, 
rejoicing in the recovery. Our Good 
Shepherd doesn’t pounce on us 
when we do sheep-like things, but 
by the firm gentle promptings of the 
Holy Spirit, brings us back on track. 

How merciful He was to Peter, who 
denied Him three times. “Feed my 
lambs,” He said, and “feed my 
sheep.” He invited Thomas, the 
doubting disciple, to “put your 
finger here; see my hands...stop 
doubting and believe.” No sharp 
words or scolding, just a gesture 
of forgiveness, plus irrefutable 
proof of His resurrection. That was 
exactly what Thomas needed. 

The same Good Shepherd knows 
exactly what we need to stay in 
His good pasture and He forgives 
us over and over when we make 
the same silly mistakes. He loves 
us no matter where we wander, 
but allows us to learn the lessons 
we desperately need. Some-
times the lessons are painful, 
but He never gives up on us.

In the beginning of creation, God 
intended for humans to have 
dominion over all the animal life 
on the planet (Genesis 1:26). 
But as we know, our first parents 
chose their own way, so we do 
not yet see everything under 
human control (Hebrews 2:8)

When Jesus returns to restore all 
things, humans will have the control 
God intended in the first place.

The game wardens in the TV 
program had a genuine desire 
to improve the life of those wild 
animals. It took some ingenuity 
to find a way of rounding them 
up without harming them, and 
the obvious joy and satisfac-
tion they experienced when the 
operation was over, showed in 
their smiles and handshakes. 

But can this compare to the joy 
and sheer happiness when Jesus, 
the Good Shepherd completes 
‘Operation Salvation’ in His King-
dom?  Can the rehabilitation of 
a few eland for a few years ever 
compare to the saving of zillions of 
humans for all eternity? No way!

A few weeks ago I attend-
ed a friend’s church. 
As the service began, 

the choir began to sing an old 
hymn. It was a paraphrase of 
Martin Luther’s theological 
work, and it went like this –
When Jesus went to Jordan’s 
stream his Father’s will obeying,

And was baptized by John, there 
came a voice from heaven saying:

“This is my dear beloved Son 
upon whom rests my favor.”

And till God’s will is fully done 
he will not bend or waver, 
for he is Christ the Savior.

The Holy Spirit then was shown, 
a dove on him descending;

The Triune God is thus made known 
in Christ as love unending.” 

Sometimes we forget that the word 
“trinity” isn’t in the Bible. But the 
actual trinity is all over the place! 
Especially when we read the 
account of Christ’s baptism. Luke 
writes that – “As he was praying, 

heaven was opened and the Holy 
Spirit descended on him in bodi-
ly form like a dove. And a voice 
came from heaven: “You are my 
Son, whom I love; with you I am 
well pleased” (Luke 3:21,22)

In that moment all three persons 
of the Trinity are revealed at once. 
God the Father is heard through 
the opening of Heaven and by the 
sound of his voice. The Holy Spirit 
descends to Christ in a form like a 
dove. And Christ is firmly planted 
in the waters of the Jordan River. 
But what I really enjoy about this 
particular account is that it illus-
trates our access to the whole 
Triune God. We, like the others who 
were there that day, are baptized 
into Christ because of his incar-
nation and atonement. And by 
the power of the Holy Spirit we are 
comforted and counseled. And 
that same Spirit, with Christ as our 
brother/advocate, invites us back 
into communion with our Heavenly 
Father – who says to us, through 
his Son: “You are my child, whom I 
love. With you I am well pleased.”

Joseph Tkach

The Trinity
     Revealed
The Trinity
     Revealed

Face to Face | www.face2face.org.za  - 15 



In Acts 1:9, we are told: “After 
Jesus said this, He was taken 
up before their very eyes, 

and a cloud hid Him from their 
sight.” I would like to address a 
simple question: why? Why was 
Jesus taken up in this way? But 
before we get to that, let’s read 
the next three verses:
“They were looking intently up into 
the sky as he was going, when 
suddenly two men dressed in white 
stood beside them. ‘Men of Gali-
lee,’ they said, ‘why do you stand 
here looking into the sky? This same 
Jesus, who has been taken from 
you into heaven, will come back 
in the same way you have seen 
Him go into heaven.’ Then they 
returned to Jerusalem from the 
hill called the Mount of Olives, a 
Sabbath day’s walk from the city.”

This passage makes two basic 
points— that Jesus ascended into 
heaven, and that He will return. 
Both of those items are important 
in the Christian faith, and both 
are included in the Apostles’ 
Creed. First, Jesus ascended into 
heaven. This is commonly known 
as the Ascension, which is cele-
brated each year 40 days after 
Easter, always on a Thursday.

The second point this passage makes 
is that Jesus will return— He will 
return in the same way He ascend-
ed. I believe that this latter point is 
the reason that Jesus ascended in 
a visible way— to emphasize that 
He will return in a visible way.

By visibly going up into the air, Jesus 
made it clear that He wasn’t just 
disappearing— He was going to 
heaven, and there, He would be at 
the Father’s right hand to intercede 
for us as our eternal High Priest. As 
one writer put it, Jesus is ‘our Man 
in heaven.’ We have somebody in 
heaven who understands who we 
are, understands our weaknesses, 
understands our needs, because He 
is a human. Even in heaven, He is 
still a human as well as being God.

Even after the Ascension, Scripture 
calls Him a man. When Paul was 
preaching to the Athenians at the 

Areopagus, he said that God would 
judge the world by a man He has 
appointed, and that man is Jesus 
Christ. And when he wrote to Timo-
thy, he called him the ‘man Christ 
Jesus’. He is still a human, and He still 
has a body. His body rose from the 
dead, and ascended into heaven.

Which leads to the question of just 
where is that body right now? How 
can a God who is omnipresent, not 
limited to space and matter, also 
have a body that is localized in a 
particular place? Is the body of Jesus 
floating somewhere in outer space? 
I don’t know. I don’t know how Jesus 
appeared behind locked doors, 
either, and I don’t know how He 
could ascend into the air, contrary 
to the law of gravity. Apparently the 
laws of physics don’t apply to the 
body of Jesus Christ. It’s still a body, 
but it doesn’t have limitations that 
we think are part of having a body.

That still doesn’t answer the question 
of where the body is right now, but 
that’s really not the most important 
thing we need to worry about, is it? 
It is more important for us to know 
about the spiritual body, the way in 
which Jesus is living on earth right 
now in the church. And He is doing 
that by means of the Holy Spirit.

When Jesus ascended bodily into 
heaven, He was giving a visible sign 
that He continues to be human as 
well as divine. That gives us assur-
ance that He is a high priest who 
can sympathize with our weak-
nesses, as it says in Hebrews. So the 
visible rising into heaven makes 
this point: that Jesus didn’t just go 
away — He continues his ministry in 
a different way, as our high priest, 
our intercessor, our mediator.

Another Reason
I see a second reason, too, for why 
Jesus went up in a visible and physi-
cal way. Jesus had told His disciples 
in John 16 that “It is for your good 
that I am going away. Unless I go 
away, the Counsellor will not come 
to you; but if I go, I will send him to 
you.” I am not sure why, but appar-
ently Jesus had to go into heaven 
before the Day of Pentecost could 
happen. And when the disciples 
saw Jesus rise, they were also left 
with the promise of the Holy Spirit.

As we read forward in the book of 
Acts, we see an excited buzz of 
activity among the 120 disciples. 
They were meeting together and 
praying and planning for work to 
do. They knew they had a job, and 
that is why they selected another 
apostle to replace Judas. They knew 
they had to be 12 people, repre-
sentative of the new Israel that God 
was forming. They had a business 
meeting because they had business 
to do. Jesus had already given them 
the plan, to go into all the world as 
His witnesses. They just needed to 
wait in Jerusalem, as He had told 
them, until they were filled with 
power from on high, until they had 
received the promised Comforter.

So Jesus’ ascension into heaven was 
a dramatic drum roll, a moment of 
suspense, as the disciples waited 
for the next stage of the rocket to 
ignite and blast them into greater 
and greater service. As Jesus had 
promised them, with the Holy Spirit 
they would do even greater things 
than He had done. And the visible 
ascension of Jesus into heaven was 
a promise of greater things to come.

Jesus called the Holy Spirit “anoth-
er Comforter,” and it so happens 
that Greek has two different words 
for ‘another.’ One means some-
thing similar, and the other means 
something different, and Jesus 
used the word for something simi-
lar. The Holy Spirit is similar to Jesus. 
The Spirit is a personal presence of 
God, not just a supernatural power. 
The Holy Spirit lives, and teaches, 
and speaks, and makes decisions. 
The Holy Spirit is a Person, a divine 
Person, part of the one God.

The Holy Spirit is so similar to Jesus 
that we can also say that Jesus lives 
within us, within the church. Jesus 
said, I will come and abide with 
the person who believes. I will live 
in them— and He does that in the 
Person of the Holy Spirit. So Jesus 
went away, but did not leave us as 
orphans, on our own. He returns to 
us through the Holy Spirit living in us.

Michael Morrison

The Ascension and 
the Return of Christ.
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No Secret Rapture
Jesus makes it clear here that His 
return is not a secret, invisible thing. It 
will be as clear as daylight, as clear as 
the rising of the sun. It will be visible to 
everyone, just as the ascension was 
visible to everyone at the Mount of 
Olives nearly 2000 years ago. 
It even means a detail 
that I wouldn’t think all 
that important - the 
clouds. Just as He 
ascended into the 
clouds, the Bible 
says He will return 
with clouds. I 
don’t know the 
purpose of the 
clouds — they 
seem to symbol-
ize the angels that 
come with Christ, but 
it seems that there will 
be physical clouds, too.

He will come back in the same way 
the disciples saw Him go into heav-
en. That means visibly, physically. But 
that is a minor point. The main point 
is that Christ will return in a dramatic 
way. There will be flashes of light, 
loud noises, phenomenal signs in 
the sun and moon, and everyone 
will see it. When it happens, it will 
happen everywhere, and there 

won’t be any questions about it

And when it happens, Paul tells us in 
1 Thessalonians, we will rise to meet 
Christ in the air. This is what is known 
as the rapture, and this won’t be a 
secret rapture. It will be a very public 
rapture, as everyone will see Christ 

returning to earth. And so we will 
participate with Jesus in His 

ascension, just as we 
join him in His cruci-

fixion, burial and 
resurrection. We 
will also ascend 
into heaven, to 
meet the Lord as 
He returns, and 
then we shall also 
return to earth.

Does It Make 
Any Difference? 

But we don’t know when 
this will be, so does it make 

any difference in our lives? It should. 
We find practical conclusions from 
this in 1 Corinthians and in 1 John. 
Let’s look at 1 John 3:2. “Dear friends, 
now we are children of God, and 
what we will be has not yet been 
made known. But we know that 
when He appears, we shall be like 
Him, for we shall see Him as He is.” 

And then John goes into a section 
that argues that believers obey 

God; we do not want a sinful life. 
There is a practical implication for 
our conviction that Jesus will return 
and we will be made like Him. The 
result is that we try to get rid of sins. 
That doesn’t mean that our efforts 
are going to save us, or that our 
failures are going to sink us, but it 
does mean that we try not to sin.

The second biblical conclusion to 
this is in 1 Corinthians 15, at the end 
of the resurrection chapter. After 
explaining about the return of Christ 
and our resurrection into immortality, 
Paul writes this in verse 58: “There-
fore, my dear brothers, stand firm. 
Let nothing move you. Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of the 
Lord, because you know that your 
labour in the Lord is not in vain.”

We do not need to stand around 
gazing at the sky, waiting for Christ to 
return. For that matter, neither do we 
need to be gazing at the Scriptures 
for clues as to exactly when this might 
be, when Scripture tells us quite plain-
ly that it isn’t for us to know. Instead, 
we have the promise that He will 
return, and that should be enough for 
us. There is work to do, and we need 
to give ourselves fully to the work 
of the Lord, because we know that 
our labour in the Lord is not in vain.

The visible ascension 
of Jesus into heaven 

was a promise of great-
er things to come.

The Ascension and 
the Return of Christ.
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Why Bother With

Theology
Joseph Tkach

?
Many people find theol-

ogy to be complicated, 
confusing and even 

irrelevant. 
They wonder why they should 
bother with it at all. “Surely,” they 
exclaim, “the Bible isn’t that diffi-
cult! Why read the works of head-
in-the-clouds theologians with their 
long sentences and fancy terms?”

Sadly, it is common to ridicule 
what we don’t understand. 
But doing so is a formula for 
continuing in ignorance and 
possibly falling prey to heresy.

I acknowledge that some academ-
ic theologians are hard to under-
stand. In fact, it is unusual to find 
a genuine scholar who is also a 
gifted communicator. People in 
academic circles often deal in lofty 
ideas, and speak and write main-
ly with their peer group in mind. 
They leave it to others to bring 
those ideas down to earth. The 
situation is not unlike the difference 
between the practices of science 
and technology. The experimental 
scientist in his laboratory discov-
ers a new process or material, 
and leaves it mostly to others to 
harness the idea into something 

practical for the ordinary person.

Theology has been called “faith 
seeking understanding,” and we 
should not despise it. As Christians 
we trust God, but God has made 
us to want to understand the one 
we trust and why we trust Him. Our 
God apparently wants us 
to grow in knowledge 
and trust in Him, 
having our minds 
more and more 
transformed. 
But knowledge 
about God 
is not some-
thing that we 
humans can just 
come up with 
on our own by 
thinking it out. The 
only way we can 
know anything true 
about God is to listen to 
what He tells us about Himself.

God has chosen to preserve the 
revelation of Himself to us in the 
Bible, a collection of inspired writ-
ings compiled over many centuries 
under the supervision of the Holy 
Spirit. However, even the most dili-
gent study of the Bible does not 
automatically convey to us a right 

or full understanding of who God 
is. Most heresies come from wrong 
understandings of who God is, 
often promoted by one or a few 
individuals who fail to grasp how 
God has revealed Himself in the 
Bible and ultimately in Jesus Christ, 

and who have given little or 
no attention to the Bibli-

cally based teaching 
of the Church down 

through the ages.

Jesus At 
The Centre
What then 
do we need? 
First, we need 

the Holy Spirit 
to enable our 

minds to under-
stand what God 

reveals in the Bible 
about Himself and to give 

us the humility to receive it. 
The Bible and the work of the Spirit 
together are sufficient to bring the 
humble reader (or hearer) with 
a mustard seed’s worth of faith 
to an initial trust that repents of 
unbelief and acknowledges that 
Jesus is Lord and that He alone 
brings us God’s gracious salvation.

Theology has been 
called “faith seek-

ing understanding,” 
and we should 
not despise it.
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Second, growth in our knowledge of 
who God is calls for a comprehen-
sive grasp of the whole of Scripture 
with Jesus Christ standing at the 
center of it all. No one can do that 
for themselves in even a lifetime. 
We need the wisdom of others.

Third, we may misunderstand some 
or much of what we read in the 
Bible due to assumptions we bring 
with us into our study of the Bible. 
We need help to remove these 
obstacles to spiritual growth. 

Fourth, we will not instantly know 
how best to communicate our 
understanding to those around 
us. Some are specifically called 
to help sort all these things out. 

And this is where theology 
comes in.
The word theology comes from a 
combination of two Greek words, 
theos, meaning God, and logia, 
meaning knowledge or study—
study of God. Theologians are those 
members of the body of Christ who 
are called to synthesize and sum up 
the Biblical witness to the nature, 
character, mind, purposes and will 
of God. In doing this they survey 
the results of others in the history of 
the church who attempted to do 

the same. They also analyze our 
contemporary context to discern 
the best words, concepts, stories, 
analogies or illustrations that most 
faithfully convey the truth and reality 
of who God is. The result is theology. 
While not all theologies are equally 
faithful, the church is wise to make 
use of those results that do help it 
keep its proclamation of the Gospel 
resting on the firm foundation of 
God’s own revelation of Himself in 
Jesus Christ according to Scripture.

The church as a whole has an 
ongoing responsibility to examine 
its beliefs and practices critically, 
in the light of God’s revelation. 
Theology, therefore, represents 
the Christian community’s contin-
uous quest for faithful doctrine as 
it humbly seeks God’s wisdom and 
follows the Holy Spirit’s lead into all 
truth. The church ought to make use 
of those members of the Body who 
are specially called to help it do just 
that. Until Christ returns in glory, the 
church cannot assume that it has 
reached its goal. That is why theolo-
gy should be a never-ending process 
of critical self-examination. Theol-
ogy can thus serve the church by 
combating heresies, or false teach-
ings, and helping us find the most 
faithful ways we can speak the truth 
in love today in our current context. 

My point is that theology — good 
theology based in a profound 
respect for the biblical revelation 
and a sound understanding of its 
intent, background, context and 
comprehensive meaning for today 
— is a vital ingredient to a growing 
Christian faith. The 21st century is 
posing unprecedented challeng-
es that are not addressed directly 
in the inspired Scriptures. Times 
change, but “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever” 
(Hebrews 13:8). At the Last Supper, 
Jesus told his disciples, “I have much 
more to say to you, more than you 
can now bear. But when He, the 
Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide 
you into all the truth. He will not 
speak on His own; He will speak only 
what He hears, and He will tell you 
what is yet to come. He will glorify 
me because it is from me that He will 
receive what He will make known to 
you. All that belongs to the Father is 
mine. That is why I said the Spirit will 
receive from me what He will make 
known to you” (John 16:12-15). 

So let’s not despise the understand-
ing that comes from good theology, 
even though it sometimes comes 
wrapped in difficult language.
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SECRETS

KING 
SOLOMON’S
MINES

MODERN WISDOM FROM 
the ANCIENT BOOK OF 
PROVERBS (PART 30)
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Everybody has secrets. 
Some secrets remain 
hidden for centuries. 

For example, it wasn’t until 1922 
when an archeologist discov-
ered the tomb of the Pharaoh 
Tutankhamen that evidence showed 
his parents had tried to abolish the 
worship of Egypt’s traditional gods 
during their reign. When his parents 
died, priests removed all records 
and inscriptions about their attempt. 
No one was ever to know about 
their plans and actions to banish 
the pantheon of gods from Egypt’s 
belief system. It was thought that 
knowledge of the godless dynasty 
would be lost forever. But, the priests 
forgot to destroy King Tut’s tomb 
and the evidence it contained. 
When the tomb was rediscovered, 
the long buried secret came to light.

There is no doubt that many 
other historical secrets remain to 
be uncovered. In the USA, there 
are over 50 million files classified 
as“top-secret.” In many cases, these 
files remain classified to protect 
people who were informants. Mean-
while, not having the hard facts 
about these files drives some to 
generate conspiracy theories about 
those secrets. It would seem that 
human history as we know it, may 
be more half-truth than full truth. 

However, there is someone who 
knows all of it – the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth. And He has 
secrets too. Proverbs 25, verse 2 in 
the Message Bible sums it up 
rather well: “God delights 
in concealing things; 
scientists delight in 
discovering things.”

Human beings 
are naturally 
curious. Physicists 
have worked 
entire lifetimes, 
only to uncover 
small bits behind 
the secrets of what 
makes the Universe 
work. And it seems the 
more that is discovered, the 
more we find there is to learn. It is 
humbling to know that in spite of 
tremendous advances in knowl-
edge, we still know very little about 
the cosmos. And we may never 
know– most of the universe is made 
of what scientists call dark matter 
and dark energy – which are 
beyond our resources to measure. 
It’s quite possible that how it all 
works may always remain a secret.

Human beings also have areas 
of “dark matter” within their own 
personal universe. All of us have 
done things or thought things that 
we wouldn’t want anyone else to 

know about. We even live in denial, 
often refusing to admit our faults to 
ourselves. However, while we may 

be successful in hiding our sins 
from others, and even 

from ourselves, no 
amount of denial 

can hide them 
from God. He 
tells us that 
He “knows 
the heart’s 
secrets.”

However, 
God holds 

the secrets of 
our sins in the 

most secure and 
classified of files. 

He even withholds our 
records from Himself. In Psalm 

103:11,12 He tells us, “For as high as 
the heavens are above the earth, 
so great is His love for those who 
fear Him; as far as the east is from 
the west, so far has He removed 
our transgressions from us.”

I am reminded of the wonderful 
words in the famous old Hymn, 
To God be the Glory: “O perfect 
redemption, the purchase of 
blood, To every believer, the prom-
ise of God; The vilest offender 
who truly believes, That moment 
from Jesus a pardon receives.”

Joseph Tkach

This is knowledge 
that should bring 

us great comfort. It 
stands at the heart 

and core of the 
gospel and should 

never remain a 
secret.
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Do You Have the Holy Spirit ?

Paul Kroll

Christians sometimes 
wonder whether they 
have been given God’s 

...........Holy Spirit. 
What are some guidelines we 
can use in trying to understand 
our own spiritual state? Since the 
Holy Spirit is spirit, we cannot feel, 
touch or sense the Spirit in the way 
that we might discern a physical 
object. So we can’t talk about 
having the Spirit in those terms.

How can we know we have 
the Holy Spirit? Let’s an-
swer a few questions. 
• Do we believe in Jesus 
...Christ as our ...Saviour and 
...Lord? (Romans 10:9).

• Are we moved in prayer to 
...God in ways that sometimes 
...surprise us? (Romans 8:26, 27).

• Do we have a desire to obey God 
...in love and bear the fruit of the 
...Spirit? (Galatians 5:6-18, 22-25). 

• Do we love others and show  
...them acts of kindness as we 
...have opportunity? (James 1:27).

• Conversely, do we see the 
...need to avoid things that 
...are contrary to God’s way? 
...(James 1:27,  1 John 2:15-17). 

If we can answer “yes” to these 
questions, we can have assurance 
that God’s Spirit is leading us. Grad-
ually, as we live in Christ, we will 
find clear marks of His presence 
in our thoughts, action and life. 

One individual explained the 
signs of the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in the following ways, 
with references to the first letter 
of John. As Spirit-filled Chris-
tians we will have a new: 

• Desire to please God (2:5).

• Assurance of pardon (2:1-2).

• Willingness to face 
...opposition (3:13).

• Delight in the company of 
...fellow Christians (3:14).

• Generosity of spirit (3:17).

• Experience of victory over 
...temptations (4:4; 5:4).

• Discovery of answers 
...to prayer (3:22).

• Understanding of life and 
...set of priorities (5:20-21).

If we see that these factors have 
been at work in our lives, we 
should be confident that the 
Holy Spirit is working in us. We 
should be careful not to deny 

these manifestations, as though 
we are not worthy of them. It is 
not pride to know we have been 
born again of God. We should be 
humbly thankful for God’s mercy 
in bestowing His grace upon us.

As human beings, even with God’s 
Holy Spirit we will sin (1 John 1:8-2:5). 
We will never be perfect in this 
human life. This may cause us to 
‘feel’ as though God is not with us. 
But the things mentioned above 
will be working in our lives because 
we do have the Spirit. When we 
sin, we will go to God in prayer 
acknowledging our sinfulness and 
our need for His mercy (Luke 18:9-
14 ). That in itself is a demonstra-
tion that we have the Holy Spirit.

We can always have confidence 
in the fact that once God begins 
to work with us and gives us His 
Holy Spirit, we can be assured of 
God’s faithfulness. In the words 
of the apostle Paul: “Being confi-
dent of this, that He who began 
a good work in you will carry it 
on to completion until the day of 
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6).
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Do You Have the Holy Spirit ?
CHURCH
 
  is

HEAL  HY

You’ve probably heard 
the following statistics:

• Avoid riding in automobiles   
...because they’re responsible for 
...20 percent of all fatal accidents.

• Don’t stay home because 
...17 percent of all fatal                 
...accidents occur in the home.

• Avoid walking on streets 
...or sidewalks because 14 
...percent of all accidents 
...occur to pedestrians.

• And most of all stay out of  
...hospitals – they account for 
...32 percent of all deaths!

You’ll be pleased to learn that 
only .001% of all deaths occur 
in worship services, and these 
are usually related to previous 
physical disorders. Therefore, 
logic tells us that the safest 

place for you to be at any given 
point in time is at church!

I say this tongue in cheek, 
because logic also tells you that 
you have to walk, drive, or take 
public transportation to and from 
church, so this adds a dimension 
of danger. However, many stud-
ies have validated that people 
dedicated to regular church 
attendance increase the odds 
on living a longer and healthier 
life than those who never attend 
church. I would suggest there 
are a number of reasons for this.

Attending church regularly 
reminds us that we are part of 
something much bigger than 
ourselves. We take some time to 
forget about our personal prob-
lems and enjoy our relationship 
with God, receiving his Word 
and Spirit in our worship. We are 
renewed in our faith, hope and 
love for God and for each other. 

Joseph Tkach

We, collectively, are the body 
of Christ, dedicated to sharing 
His love and His life with others. 
And finally, we’re reminded that 
we have a purpose – to love 
others and to make disciples.

I believe the author of the 
book of Hebrews under-
stood this when he wrote:

And let us consider how we may 
spur one another on toward 
love and good deeds, not giving 
up meeting together, as some 
are in the habit of doing, but 
encouraging one another—and 
all the more as you see the Day 
approaching. (Hebrews 10:24-25)

I’ve always heard that regular 
exercise, healthy eating habits 
and proper amount of sleep 
were the top three life-sustain-
ing activities. To that, I can 
now add attending church.
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