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EDITORIAL
Have you ever seen a dog or 
cat chase their tail? Around and 
round they go, thinking the faster 
they go, they will surely grab it, 
but no matter how they try it’s 
always just out of reach. Eventually 
they collapse to the ground, 
dizzy and worn out. Probably we 
have a good chuckle at them. 

But at times, aren’t we like that 
too? Life can get really busy 
and become extremely stressful. 
Bills need paying and your hard 
earned cash just never seems 

to be enough. The latest mobile phone is released and you just 
need to have it! So you work harder and longer hours, yet never 
seem fulfilled or content. There is always something missing, an 
emptiness deep inside of you that just seems unable to be filled.

Part of the problem is that we have our focus and 
priorities all mixed up. Christ Himself warned us of this:

“Stockpile treasure in heaven, where it’s safe from moth and 
rust and burglars...”(Matthew 6:20-34 Message). “If you decide 
for God, living a life of God-worship, it follows that you don’t 
fuss about what’s on the table at mealtimes or whether the 
clothes in your closet are in fashion. There is far more to your 
life than the food you put in your stomach, more to your outer 
appearance than the clothes you hang on your body. 

Look at the birds, free and unfettered, not tied down 
to a job description, careless in the care of God. 
And you count far more to him than birds. 

“Has anyone by fussing in front of the mirror ever 
gotten taller by so much as an inch? 

All this time and money wasted on fashion--do you think 
it makes that much difference? Instead of looking at the 
fashions, walk out into the fields and look at the wildflowers. 
They never primp or shop, but have you ever seen colour 
and design quite like it? The ten best-dressed men and 
women in the country look shabby alongside them. 

“If God gives such attention to the appearance of wildflowers-
-most of which are never even seen--don’t you think He’ll 
attend to you, take pride in you, do His best for you? 

Steep your life in God-reality, God-initiative, 
God-provisions. Don’t worry about missing out. You’ll 
find all your everyday human concerns will be met. 

“Give your entire attention to what God is doing right now, 
and don’t get worked up about what may or may not 
happen tomorrow. God will help you deal with whatever 
hard things come up when the time comes.” 

So sit back and enjoy reading this latest issue of Face to Face 
Magazine, and my prayer is that you enter a little deeper into the 
God-reality of God provision, where your real needs are truly met.

Tim
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THE FIRST SHALL BE 
LAST AND THE LAST 

SHALL BE FIRST

Hilary Jacobs

As Christians today, we 
sometimes struggle to 
understand everything 

Jesus said. 
One of His emphatic and often 
repeated statements is found in 
the gospel of Matthew.”But many 
who are first will be last, and the 
last first” (Matthew 19:30 NKJ). It 
seems Jesus is always intent on 
disturbing the order of society, 
upsetting the status quo, and 
making controversial statements. 
A  number of times during His 
ministry, would-be disciples fell 

away, puzzled and upset by such 
anomalies. Why should the order 
be reversed? First century Jews in 
Palestine were well versed in scrip-
ture, and somehow these words 
didn’t seem to fit. The Rabbis of that 
time were highly regarded, and 
riches were seen as blessings from 
God. These were among the ‘first’ 
on the social and religious ladder. 

On another occasion, Jesus told His 
audience: “There will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth when you 
see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
and all the prophets in the King-

dom of God, but yourselves thrown 
out...Indeed there are those who 
are last who shall be first, and first 
who will be  last” (Luke 13:28-30).

Jesus’ mother, Mary, inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, said to her cous-
in Elizabeth, “...He has scattered 
those who are proud in their inmost 
thoughts. He has brought down 
rulers from their thrones, but has 
lifted up the humble” (Luke 2:51). 

Perhaps there’s a clue here, 
seeing pride ranks high on the list 
of deadly sins (Proverbs 6:16-19).
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Last of all
Moving forward into the first century 
church, the Apostle Paul seems to 
confirm this reverse order. In social, 
political and religious standing, Paul 
certainly ranked among the ‘first.’ 
Besides being a Roman citizen, a 
privilege in itself, he also had an 
impressive pedigree. “Circumcised 
on the eighth day, of the people 
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
a Hebrew of the Hebrews... As for 
legalistic righteousness, faultless” 
(Philippians 3:5). Yet Paul was 
drafted into Christ’s service at a 
time when the other apostles were 
already experienced preachers.

Writing to the Corinthians, he 
quotes from the prophet Isaiah, 
“I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise; the intelligence of  the intelli-
gent I will frustrate...But God chose 
the foolish things of the world to 
shame the wise; God chose the 
weak things of the world to shame 
the strong (1 Corinthians 1:19,27). 
Paul tells the same people that 
the risen Christ appeared to him 
“last of all, as one abnormally 
born” – after appearing to Peter, 
500 brothers on another occasion, 
then to James and all the apostles.  
Another clue? The weak and foolish 
will shame the wise and strong?

Often, when God intervened direct-
ly in the course of Israel’s history, 
He reversed the expected order. 

Esau was the firstborn, but Jacob 
inherited the birthright. Ishmael 
was Abraham’s firstborn, but the 
birthright was given to Isaac. When 
Jacob blessed Joseph’s two sons, 
He placed the younger son – 
Ephraim – before Manasseh. And 
when Israel’s first king, Saul, failed 
utterly to obey God in ruling the 
nation, He chose David, one of the 
sons of Jesse. But David was out in 
the fields keeping sheep, and had 
to be called in specially to attend 
the anointing. As the youngest, 
he was not even considered a 
worthy candidate for the position. 
Again, here was a ‘man after God’s 
own heart’ chosen before all the 
other more important brothers.

Public approval
Jesus had a lot to say about the 
teachers of the law and the Phar-
isees. Almost all of chapter 23 of 
Matthew’s gospel is directed at 
them. They loved the best seats 
in the synagogue; they loved to 
be greeted in the market plac-
es, and to have men call them 

‘Rabbi.’ Everything they did was 
done for public approval. But a 
momentous change was soon to 
take place. “O Jerusalem, Jerusa-
lem ...how often have I longed to 
gather your children together as 
a hen gathers her chicks, but you 
were not willing. Look, your house 
is left to you desolate...”The top 
brass was soon to be thrown out.

But we might still ask what is the 
point of exalting the humble and 
humbling the exalted? Could it be 
that God is telling us that what-
ever blessings we have, are gifts 
from Him, and nothing to boast 
about? Pride marked the begin-
ning of Satan’s downfall 
and it’s just as deadly 
for humans. Once it 
gets a grip on us, 
it changes our 
whole outlook. 
Today it’s often 
the educat-
ed elite who 
don’t believe in 
God. And they 
look down on 
others who do. 

Jesus made an 
interesting statement 
in Matthew 12:32. The 
Pharisees who were listening 
to Him speak, had just accused 
him of casting out demons in the 
name of Beelzebub, the prince of 
demons. “Anyone who speaks a 
word against the Son of Man will be 
forgiven, but anyone who speaks 
against the Holy Spirit will not be 
forgiven, either in this age or the 
age to come.” This looks like a final 
judgment against the Pharisees, 
who witnessed so many miracles, 
yet turned their backs on what was 
so clearly true and miraculous. As 
a kind of last resort, they asked Him 
for a sign. But they were playing 
for time, because they were plot-
ting to kill Him anyway.  Was this 
perhaps the sin against the Holy 
Spirit, for which they could not be 
forgiven, either in the age when 
Jesus walked the earth ( Old Cove-
nant), or the age to come (the New  
Covenant age of the church)? Is 
forgiveness still possible for them? 
In spite of their pride and obstina-
cy, Jesus loves them and wants 
them to come to repentance. 

As always there were exceptions. 
Nicodemus came to Jesus by night, 
wanting to understand more, but 
fearing the Sanhedrin (John 3:1). 
He later accompanied Joseph of 
Arimithea as he placed Jesus’ body 

in the tomb. Gamaliel cautioned 
the Pharisees against opposing the 
apostles’ preaching (Acts 5:34). 
Perhaps there were others in their 
number who had reservations 
about possibly opposing God.

Shut out of the Kingdom?
In Revelation 20:11 we read of a 
judgment before a Great White 
Throne with Jesus judging the ‘rest 
of the dead.’ Could it be that these 
prominent teachers of Israel, the 
‘first’ of their society back then, 
could at last see Jesus whom they 
crucified, for who He really is? This 
is undeniable proof, far better 

than any ‘sign’ they might 
have hoped for.  But 

at the same time, 
they themselves  

are ‘shut out’ of 
the Kingdom. 
They would 
see those 
from the east 
and from the 
west, people 
who they might 

have looked 
down on, people 

who never had 
the advantage of 

knowing the Scriptures, 
occupying seats at the feast of 
the Kingdom of God (Luke 13:29). 
What could be more humiliating?

Then there is the famous “dry 
bones” chapter of Ezekiel 37. God 
gives the prophet a startling vision 
in the valley of dry bones, where, 
with a ‘rattling sound’, the bones 
start assembling themselves and 
morph into human beings. God tells 
the prophet that these bones are 
the whole house of Israel, (Pharisees 
included). They say, “Our bones 
are dried up and our hope is gone; 
we are cut off.” But God says, “O 
my people, I am going to open 
your graves and bring you up from 
them; I will bring you back to the 
land of Israel. There you, my people 
will know that I am the Lord...”

Why does God plan to put many 
who are first, last and the last first? 
We know God loves everyone – 
the first, the last and all those in 
between. He desires a relation-
ship with us all, but the Holy Spirit 
cannot work in a proud mind. 

The priceless gift of repentance 
can only be given to those who 
humbly accept God’s amaz-
ing grace and His perfect will. 

Often, when God 
intervened directly 

in the course of 
Israel’s history, 

He reversed the 
expected order. 
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Tammy Tkach

Sometimes I skim over 
verses in the Bible that 
don’t mean anything to 

me personally without taking 
time to delve into them. I’d 
read the Psalms several times 
and always flew through 
Psalm 131 without really 
getting what it meant. I don’t 
remember being weaned and 
I doubt you do either, since it 
usually happens before a child 
reaches the age of 2. So what 
exactly does a weaned child 
do? Or feel? Or think?
At my first silent retreat, I spent a 
whole day praying, reading the 
Bible, writing in my journal and 
reflecting on my relationship with 
God. Toward late afternoon, I 
curled up in a chair by the window 
in my room. The warm sun and the 
muffled sounds of a gentle breeze 
and distant traffic lulled me to 
sleep. When I awoke, I felt incred-
ibly refreshed and content. Psalm 
131:2 popped into my mind. It was 
an “aha” moment. I suddenly knew 
what the psalmist meant when he 
said, “I have calmed myself and 
quieted my ambitions. I am like a 
weaned child with its mother; like 
a weaned child I am content.”

In that first moment after waking, 
I had felt utterly at peace, with 
no sense of need or worry and 
no thoughts. A contented sigh 
was all that came out of me. I 
felt so full of God I could agree 
with Horatio Spafford that all 
was indeed well with my soul.

If you are having trouble relating, 
perhaps you are too busy. Life 
is full of stress, and it’s not often 
we can say with the psalmist that 
our souls are still and quiet. It’s 
usually the opposite, isn’t it? Our 
souls are usually troubled and 
anxious, and our problems do 
seem like the sea billowing over 
us with no life raft in sight. I don’t 
believe life is meant to be lived 
that way. Our minds and bodies 
aren’t made to be in a constant 
state of anxiety with adrenalin 
rushes one after the other.

Archibald Hart, professor of psychol-
ogy at Fuller Theological Semi-
nary, likens our nerves to a giant 
rubber band. When we live under 
constant stress, our rubber-band 
nerves get stretched over and 
over — and finally they give out.

Is your rubber band near the 
breaking point? Have your nerves 
had it? You might not have time 

for a three-day silent retreat, but 
you can still lessen the stress in 
your daily routine. Yes, I know, 
you’ve heard this before. But who 
knows, maybe this is the time you’ll 
finally do something about it.

Make sure you get enough sleep. 
Many people don’t. Lack of sleep 
makes any situation worse. Eat 
breakfast. Your brain and your 
body need something to run on. 
Practice being grateful. Instead of 
complaining, thank God and others 
for every little blessing and grace. 
You’ll stay calmer if your focus is on 
gratitude rather than difficulties.

Finally, take time to talk with God. 
Make him part of your waking 
thoughts, your waiting thoughts 
(make standing in line a time of 
prayer), your whispering thoughts 
(turn self-talk into a time of prayer) 
and your waning thoughts (you 
could call this pillow talk with God).

Clichéd and worn out advice? 
Maybe. But the basics always work, 
and they just may help your worn 
out, over-stretched nerves get back 
in shape. You might even find your-
self quoting Psalm 131:2  and 
humming, “It is well with my soul.”

Like a Weaned 
Child
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Hilary Buck

“The whole Bible was 
given to us by inspira-
tion from God and is 

useful to teach us what is true 
and to make us realize what is 
wrong in our lives; it straight-
ens us out and helps us do 
what is right.”
2 Timothy 3:16 (TLB)

Just suppose someone wanted 
to write our biographies, unlikely 
though it might be—which bits 
would we want left out? We’ve 
probably all got regrets, things 
we’ve done that make us wince 
when we recall them, and who 
likes to look bad? We wouldn’t 
want tell-all stories mapping out 
our lives unless we had a reverse 
pride in inappropriate behaviour 
or wrong-doing—only a few would 
have the courage to publish an 
unedited version of their lives 
and be open to judgment.

But the collective family of man has 
had a substantial biography written: 
it covers the lives of the good and 
the bad alike and it’s certainly an 
exposé, where the thoughts and 
actions of our collective hearts are 
laid out in black and white. Some 

of the best and worst of us star in 
its pages and are treated equally 
impartially, with our faults and fail-
ings revealed for all to read. For 
example, let’s start with just one 
incident in the life of Abraham, 
called the father of the faithful: yet 
when he and Sarah had to move 
to Egypt to escape a famine he 
asked her to say that she was just 
his sister, so if Pharaoh saw her 
and took a fancy to her, Abraham 
didn’t get killed in the process. Of 
course Pharaoh does exactly what 
he fears, and only the intervention 
of God gets her restored safely 
back to Abraham again. He actu-
ally repeats his save-my-skin plan at 
a later date and again God has to 
intervene to get Sarah safely home 
after a local king abducts Sarah.

Then there’s David—a man after 
God’s heart: we are not spared 
the details of his adultery with 
Bathsheba or his subsequent order 
to get her husband, a man who 
was one of David’s loyal generals, 
killed. Move to the New Testa-
ment and there’s no escaping 
the fact that Peter, the leading 
apostle and devoted disciple of 
Christ, disowned all knowledge of 
Him and did it with some colourful 

language. And if we thought that 
was just the ‘major players’ of the 
book and we’d got away with it, 
remember Jesus was talking about 
all of us when he told the crowds 
that out of our hearts ‘evil thoughts 
arise—lust, theft, murder, adultery, 
greed, wickedness, deceit, sensu-
ality, envy, slander, arrogance 
and folly!’ (Mark 7:20-22 Phillips).

All our sins, weaknesses and fail-
ings are in print; surely then, if 
we were the sole authors of the 
Bible we would make sure that 
we were portrayed slightly more 
advantageously. But, as Paul told 
Timothy, all scripture is inspired 
by God. It’s this unexpurgated 
honesty of the Bible that affirms 
just who is behind all these writ-
ings that make up our Bible and 
it’s not us – it’s God Himself.

Prayer
Father, our thanks go to you when 
we see your hand behind the scrip-
tures. It is you alone who are full of 
goodness and worthy of all glory.

Amen

Reprinted with kind permission of daybyday.org.uk.

Honesty

A Signpost to Inspiration
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I was enjoying a walk along 
the Sea Point promenade 
in Cape Town, reflecting on 

life and the magnificence of 
the ocean, when I noticed a 
young lady sitting on a bench 
nearby. She suddenly got up, 
walked over to me and after 
introducing herself, emphati-
cally announced, ‘God has just 
spoken to me and wants me to 
let you know that your prayers 
will be answered.’
What a startling statement! I was 
intrigued and somewhat mystified 
by this brief encounter. It brought 
to mind an incident that occurred 
several years ago when a close 
friend of mine became seriously 
ill with a life threatening infirmity. 
Many prayed that God would 
restore him and bring him back to 

health. An acquaintance called 
me while my friend was undergo-
ing surgery and comforted me 
with these words; ‘God spoke 
to me while I was in the shower 
this morning and told me that it 
is not time for him to die.’  Sadly, 
he died within a few days of this 
so called divine revelation.

The inside track
What a dilemma! Does God really 
speak to us, and if so, how? Do 
some people have the inside track 
on God and others not? Did the 
two people above really hear the 
voice of God? What about the 
person who was clearly wrong? 
Was it a figment of his imagination 
or was he simply convinced in his 
own mind that it was not my friend’s 
time to die and the Lord wanted 
him to convey this message to me?

Firstly it is important to appreciate 
the magnitude of God’s love for 
you. He cherishes your friendship 
and wants to enjoy a personal 
relationship with you. He wants 
you to share your concerns, hopes 
and dreams with Him through 
prayer and meditation. Jesus talks 
openly about His intimate love 
for the disciples, calling them His 
friends (John 15:14). Indeed, Jesus 
stepped into human history and 
demonstrated His love for you and 
me through His tortuous death and 
glorious resurrection. And in doing 
this, God has extended His hand 
of friendship to you, bringing His 
divine love, intimacy and close-
ness into your heart and soul.

However, we are still faced with the 
enigmatic question of how God 
talks to you. After all, any meaning-
ful relationship is not a one sided 

God Spoke 
to me? 

Robert Klynsmith
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affair. It involves talking and listen-
ing on the part of both parties.

One called alongside
A vital key in understanding this 
question lies in the absolute promise 
Jesus has given you and me. “And 
I will ask the Father, and He will give 
you another Counsellor to be with 
you forever – the Spirit of truth. The 
world cannot accept Him because 
it neither sees Him or knows Him...
But  the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit 
whom the Father will send in my 
name, will teach you all things, and 
will remind you of everything I have 
said to you” (John 14:16-17, 26).

The Greek word for Counsellor is 
parakletos which means helper, or 
one called alongside to help. The 
foundation of our two way 
conversation with God 
the Father and Jesus 
the Son is embod-
ied in the Holy 
Spirit, the third 
person of the 
triune God. 
Christ comes 
to take resi-
dence in your 
heart through 
the indwelling 
presence of the 
Holy Spirit. Note 
this breathtaking 
pronouncement in John 
7: 37, 38: “On the last and 
greatest day of the Feast, Jesus 
stood and said in a loud voice, ‘If 
anyone is thirsty, let him come to 
me and drink. Whoever believes 
in me, as the Scripture has said, 
streams of living water shall flow 
from within him.” By this He meant 
the Spirit, whom those who believe 
in Him would later receive.”

The Holy Spirit interacts intimately 
with you as you allow God the 
Father and Jesus to speak to you 
through the Holy Scriptures, open-
ing your mind to understand God 
and His purpose for your life. Just 
think about it. The door is wide open 
for you to interact with the Creator 
of the Universe. The unique personal 
bond between you and your God 
will grow from strength to strength 
as you speak with Him in prayer and 
He talks to you through His word.

It would be difficult for your friend-
ship with God to blossom if you 
did not spend time getting to 
know Him in regular prayer, Bible 
study and meditation. Reflec-
tion and meditation is crucial 
to nurturing a close relationship 

with the Lord: “Be still and know 
that I am God” (Psalm 46:11).

If every moment of your life is tight-
ly diarised with activity, it’s almost 
impossible to hear the still small 
voice of God and be sensitive to 
the leading of the Spirit. Leading a 
fast paced frenetic life can stran-
gle the transforming presence 
of the Holy Spirit in your life. One 
of the world’s most respected 
spiritual leaders, Mother Theresa, 
mentioned that God cannot be 
found in noise and restlessness.

The horse whisperer
I was fascinated by the film called 
Tornado, an extraordinary account 
of a renowned South African horse 
whisperer. The story revolves around 

the taming of a magnificent 
wild stallion through the 

talents of a horse whis-
perer. A wonderful 

bond and spirit of 
peace between 
horse and rider 
transpired after 
the horse whis-
perer had spent 
many hours, 
days, weeks 

and months of 
stillness in the pres-

ence of Tornado, 
the glistening stallion. 

Stillness and reflection in 
the presence of God will often 

help to crystallise the leading 
of the Holy Spirit in your life.

South African evangelist and 
author Andrew Murray states, “I 
have learned to place myself 
before God every day as a vessel 
to be filled with His Holy Spirit.”

I am sure you are already becom-
ing inherently aware of the many 
different ways in which God speaks 
to you. You will find that as you 
develop ‘oneness’ with the triune 
God, your understanding of His 
will for your life will become more 
and more apparent. Author and 
theological lecturer, Robert Boyd 
Munger, summarised this very 
succinctly: “The closer you get to 
the heart of God, the closer you 
get to what is on God’s heart.”

When you allow God, Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit to fill your life, you 
will enjoy  His presence as you 
continue to experience  the ebb 
and flow in everything you do...in 
blessings and trials, the people you 
meet, the articles you read, the 
spiritual messages you listen to as 
well as the experiences and lessons 

learned from others. Indeed, your 
friendship with God will become 
dynamic, filled with joy and peace.

Danger zones
However, it’s important to remain 
alert to certain critical danger 
zones when it comes to under-
standing God’s will. There are those 
who give advice claiming that God 
has spoken to them. It is in fact 
seldom that the Spirit will tell one 
person to give specific instructions 
to another. If we think the Holy 
Spirit is leading us to do something 
we need to ensure it is in align-
ment with the scriptures. Peruse 
the scriptures carefully and make 
certain that you understand and 
interpret them correctly. Talking to 
a seasoned counsellor will provide 
additional help in discerning 
whether any advice you receive 
is in line with the wisdom of God 
and the leading of the Holy Spirit.

If, as you contemplate a certain 
course of action you feel trou-
bled or a lack of peace, this may 
very well be a warning to press 
the pause button and reflect 
more deeply about the course 
of action you wish to take. The 
Holy Spirit does work with our 
conscience as indicated by the 
apostle Paul: “I speak the truth in 
Christ...my conscience confirms it 
in the Holy Spirit” (Romans 9:1-2).

A close relationship with God 
enables you to hear Him in vari-
ous ways as you think and act 
in the stream of His love.

Finally, you need to appreciate 
your freedom to make choices 
without God’s direct intervention at 
every turn as you encounter many 
defining experiences. Yes, you 
will make good and bad choices 
which may have nothing to do with 
sin or righteousness. Recognise this 
as an integral part of your  ongoing 
personal transformation and growth  
in character. But, be assured that 
God will be with you all the way.

Let’s bring this life changing truth 
to a fitting conclusion: “I pray that 
out of His glorious riches He may 
strengthen you with power through 
His Spirit in your  inner being, so 
that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith. And  I pray  that you, 
being rooted and established in  
love, may have  power together 
with all the saints to grasp how wide 
and long and high and deep is the 
love of Christ” (Ephesians 3:16-18).

Any meaningful 
relationship is not a 

one sided affair.
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Because He Lives… 

“God raised him from the 
dead, freeing him from 
the agony of death, 

because it was impossible for 
death to keep its hold on him.”
Acts 2:24 (NIV)

It’s estimated that more than a billion 
people around the world watch the 
Oscars. It’s an evening filled with 
laughter, music, dance, creativity, 
surprises, tears, and a few dodgy 
speeches. People just seem to like the 
joy of living in a world of make-be-
lieve for a few hours. But, just about 
the time everyone is getting into that 
make-believe world, we become 
aware of a disturbing reality. In the 
middle of the presentation there is a 
slide show of all the great actors and 
actresses and film people who had 
died during the last year. We knew it 
was just a matter of time for the older 
ones, but the death of the younger 
ones causes grief because it seemed 
so untimely. This was particularly true 
last year following the suicide of the 
comic actor Robin Williams, and 
this year, of course, David Bowie.

Watching this sad reflection of those 

who had recently passed away 
made me realise how deeply I love 
life and how deeply I hate death. 
But simply hating death cannot elim-
inate its power over us; and so each 
and every day death threatens not 
only our own lives, but the lives of our 
families, friends and neighbours.

It’s said that there are only two 
things in life that are certain: Taxes 
and death. It seems many have 
been trying their best to avoid 
(or is it evade?) paying tax, so 
perhaps we should adjust the 
saying: ‘The one thing in life that 
is certain is death’. No-one can 
escape it. It looms large over all 
of us like a spectre at the feast.

But all is not doom and gloom; on 
the contrary, there is very good news 
indeed. Jesus wasn’t delivered from 
the agony of death, but he was 
delivered from a grave that couldn’t 
hold him. His resurrection on the third 
day means that our fear of death 
can be eliminated because death is 
not the end. Along with the Apostle 
Paul we can say, “Where, O death, 
is your victory? Where, O death, is 
your sting? Thanks be to God! He 
gives us the victory through our Lord 

Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:55, 
57). Because Jesus has been raised 
from the dead, death is a defeated 
enemy. Because Jesus conquered 
the grave so can we. Because death 
no longer holds Him it will not hold us.

This is such good news we need to 
tell others about it. No wonder the 
angel at the tomb told the women 
“…go quickly and tell his disciples: 
‘He has risen from the dead…’” 
(Matthew 28:7) and “...filled with joy, 
[they] ran to tell his disciples” (Verse 
8).  Are we filled with joy because 
Jesus lives, and because He lives so 
can we?  Does it make us want to 
run and tell others the good news?

Because He lives I can face tomorrow 
because I know death is not the end.

Prayer
Father, the resurrection of Jesus was 
the biggest turning-point in history and 
in our personal lives. Hallelujah! Fill 
our hearts with joy and with the desire 
to make this truth known to others.

Amen

Used with kind permission of daybyday.org.uk

Barry Robinson 
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The splendor of King Solo-
mon’s Temple in Jerusalem 
was renowned. Skilled 

craftsmen used only the finest 
materials in construction. 
 
Cedar beams, cypress planks, hewn 
stone, olive wood doors, gold chains, 
intricate carvings and enough gold 
overlay to rival Fort Knox adorned 
every inch. For more than 400 years 
it served as the focal point for Israel’s 
religious ceremony and pilgrimage.

Then Babylon invaded, destroyed 
the Temple and took Jerusalem’s 
inhabitants captive. About 50 years 
later, the Persians conquered Baby-
lon and Jerusalem’s exiles were 
allowed to return home. Under the 
leadership of a Jewish governor 
named Zerubbabel, they proceed-
ed to rebuild their city and Temple.

Rebuilding the Temple was a slow 
process with many setbacks. Resourc-
es were few. Funds were low. Years 
passed and little more than a founda-
tion was laid. Discouragement set in. 
Old-timers lamented that the size and 
grandeur of this second Temple would 
never equal the first (Haggai 2:3).

One can almost hear elderly Yiddish 
men whining, “Oy vey! and You 

call this a Temple? You should 
have seen Solomon’s Temple. Full 
of cypress, cedar, gold, and carv-
ings! Now that was a temple!” 
People thought, “What’s the use?” 
What they were doing seemed piti-
ful and small compared to this.

God had a different perspective. He 
encouraged them to take heart and 
assured them that the Temple would 
be completed under Zerubbabel’s 
guidance. He also asked a rhetorical 
question containing a life lesson for all 
of us. “For who has despised the day 
of small things?”  
(Zechariah 4:10 ). In the eyes of 
the people, this work may have 
seemed pitiful and small, yet it 
was God’s work all the same.

In a world that measures success by 
size, it’s easy to think bigger is better. 
As Christians, we can fall into the 
same trap, thinking megachurches 
do more to further the gospel than 
small gatherings of people. But small 
does not mean weak and powerless 
— especially where God is involved.

God said, “Fear not, little flock” 
(Luke 12:32)  and “For where two 
or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst of 
them” (Matthew 18:20).  He didn’t 
say, “For where two or three thou-

sand are gathered….” Of course 
God can be in the midst of a multi-
tude as well as two or three, but 
having the latest technology and 
best acoustics does not guarantee 
making a greater impact for God.

In fact, God is rather adept at using 
small things for His glory. He sent 
deliverance through a baby named 
Moses found among the bullrushes, 
not through a mighty army. David 
defeated Goliath with a slingshot, 
not a cannon. Thousands were fed 
with two fish and five loaves of bread, 
not coupons for Hometown Buffet. 
Jesus entered the world as a newborn 
infant in a stable, not in a spectacu-
lar array descending from heaven.

Satan whispers in your ear, “You are 
worthless, puny and unimportant. 
What you do doesn’t matter. Why 
continue on? What’s the use?”

God whispers, “Take heart, my 
child. Believe me. Trust me. You are 
very valuable to me. I love you and 
will never leave or forsake you.”

In the eyes of the world, who you are 
and what you do may seem small 
and insignificant. But in the eyes 
of God, little things mean a lot.

Barbara Dahlgren

Small Things
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Ewan Spence Ross

“For I eat ashes as my 
food and mingle 
my drink with tears 

because of your great wrath…
for you have taken me up 
and thrown me aside”(Psalm 
102:9-10).
Like the psalmist, 
haven’t you felt 
at some stage 
in your life that 
God has cast 
you aside and 
doesn’t seem 
to care what 
happens to 
you? About 
20 years ago 
I was given a 
personnel agency 
by a company who 
owed me money but 
couldn’t pay. So they gave me the 
agency in lieu of money owed. 

The business was just starting to 
grow when recession came. I had 
plenty of good people, but almost 
no jobs coming in. Employers were 
putting people off, not hiring. My 
children were pre-school age 
and I had just started attending 
church. Financially we just couldn’t 
survive. Our house was auctioned 
off and we were homeless! I felt 
humiliated, angry with God and I 
told him in so many words; “Here 
I am, attending church after 20 

years of not attending, and this 
is what I get for my troubles.”

And yet, not once did we ever not 
have food on the table or clothes 
to wear, though we were some-
times down to the last spoon of 
sugar or tin of food. Then someone 

would knock on our door and 
say, “We’ve had so much 

fruit on our tree and 
wondered whether 

you would like some.” 
On one occasion 
someone who 
didn’t even know 
us, but heard of our 
plight, went and 
bought two huge 

bags of groceries 
and sent them to us 

via a mutual friend. 

John 15:1-2 says; “I am 
the true vine and my Father is 
the gardener…He cuts off every 
branch in me that bears no fruit, 
while every branch that does 
bear fruit, he trims clean so that 
it will be even more fruitful.”  

We were certainly pruned at that 
time, and though we were often 
short of luxuries, God knew exact-
ly what we needed to survive, 
and what our strengths were. He 
uses times like this to educate us 
about ourselves, and about His 
constant love and protection.

One of God’s heavyweights
A weight lifter can never know the 
extent of his strength until he puts 
it to the test. And the more he puts 
it to the test, the stronger he gets. 
He needs to work at it every single 
day. When we are new in Christ, 
we often come to Him as a result 
of a heavy trial we have been 
faced with, and cry out in despair 
to God for help. Then we suddenly 
realise that He has intervened for 
us, though perhaps not immedi-
ately, or in the way we expected. 

Job was one of God’s spiritual 
heavyweights. He had lived close 
to God, but as often happens, 
the closer we get to God, the 
more we are noticed by Satan. 
And Satan said to God; “You think 
Job is a heavyweight? Watch 
him crack under real pressure.”

But God knew Job just as he knows 
us, and knew exactly how much 
weight Job (and we) can lift.

Well, Job was certainly in a class 
way above me, for in a single 
day he went from being a huge 
land baron to a penniless pauper. 
What’s more, his whole fami-
ly was destroyed with only his 
wife left, and she only added to 
his troubles by saying in effect, 
“Just blow your brains out and 
get it over with.” (Job 2:9).

But Job, who was way stronger 

The weight lifter

A weight lifter 
can never know 
the extent of his 
strength until he 
puts it to the test.
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Pressing Anger Produces Strife

James Henderson

“For pressing milk produc-
es curds, pressing the 
nose produces blood, 

and pressing anger produces 
strife.”
Proverbs 30:33 (ESVUK)

The proverb above has one 
good idea and two bad.

The first idea concerns a kind of 
yoghurt drink that was well-known in 
Agur’s time (Agur wrote this proverb, 
not Solomon). Some translations use 
the word butter instead of curds, 
but butter is a mistranslation. The 
curd was a favourite and refreshing 
drink in the Middle East, and was 
made by shaking the milk about 
in a drinking vessel made of skin.

The writer continues to use the same 
verb, to press. You press milk for a 
desired result, but you press the nose 

for an undesirable result. I don’t 
think we should try this at home in 
front of the mirror, although obvious-
ly we could. If you press and keep 
pressing your nose really hard, or 
if someone is obliging enough to 
do it for you, it’ll most likely bleed. 
It’s just not a sensible thing to do.

In Proverbs 30 Agur uses groups of 
twos, threes and fours for emphatic 
effect. It is to do with comparison, 
and is a way of teaching so that 
people would remember the main 
point. In this instance his third idea is 
his main point. This is not a proverb 
about pressing milk or pressing noses, 
rather it is about pressing your own 
or another person’s anger so hard 
that you cause strife and trouble, not 
only for yourself but also for those 
around you. It’s a cause and effect 
idea. The more we push our anger, no 
matter how justifiable the reason may 

seem to us, the more we will create 
an atmosphere of strife and tension. 
This applies to us today as much as it 
applied to people when the book of 
Proverbs was compiled, does it not?

Press or shake milk to make a 
refreshing drink, but don’t be 
silly and press your nose so that 
it bleeds, and, above all, don’t 
keep pressing yours or someone 
else’s anger until strife erupts.

Prayer
Father, help me please, through 
your Holy Spirit, to control my 
temper and not to press anger so 
much that it becomes explosive 
and causes strife. In Jesus’ name.

Amen

Used with kind permission of daybyday.org.uk

than most of us, simply replied that 
we should be willing to accept 
trouble from God as well as good. 
Then, incredibly, Job tore his robes, 
shaved his head, and fell to the 
ground in worship. Yes, Job praised 
God in the midst of the worst 
circumstances imaginable – his chil-
dren all dead, his wife criticising him 
and his body covered all over with 
sores. Talk about a heavyweight!

How about the really big 
problems ?
Imagine a shipping container 
weighing about three and a half 
tons. Not the kind of weight any 
human could hope to pick up by 
him or herself, but it can be done 
when you know how to drive a 
special forklift designed for stack-
ing containers. Does the driver of 
this forklift do the job himself?

No, he’s been trained to operate 
this powerful piece of machinery. 
Does he doubt he can do it?

No — he uses the power at his 
disposal. Would we put a five-
year-old behind the controls of this 
huge container loading forklift? 
No, it takes years of practice and 
exercise to know how to handle 
one properly. We too, are too 
immature to wield the full power 
of God. We need a lot of training. 
That is why we’re in that process 
now. But just as the five-year-old 
can ask the forklift driver to move 
the container, we too can ask the 
Lord in faith through prayer to use 
His power, and He will, in the way 
that is best according to His perfect 
will. Should we doubt he can do it?

Psalm 46:10 says; “Be still and 
know that I am God.”

The secret to success as a spiritual 
weight lifter is that when you are 
burdened beyond your capability 
and crushed by the weight of life, 
take a leaf out of Job’s book, and 
praise God immediately. This isn’t 
something that comes naturally, in 
fact the last thing we want to do is 
praise God when we are  hurting, 
but praising God in all circum-
stances enables us to persevere 
and see through the circumstanc-
es into the heart of our loving  
Father, and this takes the weight 
off the problem (Philippians 4:6).

As the hymn says: “Turn your 
eyes upon Jesus. Look full in His 
wonderful face. And the things 
of earth will grow strangely dim in 
the light of His glory and grace.”
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Sowing Seed
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As a very young boy I stood 
one day and watched as 
my dad planted a small 

patch of mielie pips (maize 
seeds). One by one he carefully 
dropped the seeds at spaced 
intervals, into the long furrow he 
had made.  
I was intrigued by the colour and 
shape of the seeds and understood 
that plants grew from seeds. Howev-
er, another thought suddenly 
came into my young mind. 
How did my dad know 
which way to place 
the seeds in the 
ground so that the 
plants grew right 
way up? I asked 
him, thinking he 
might explain to 
me that it has to 
do with the shape 
of the seed or 
something like that, 
but he teasingly said 
he just knew. I checked 
on that little mielie patch 
every day waiting to see how 
many would emerge right way up. 
I can still remember clearly after all 
these years, how very impressed I was 
with my clever dad, as every single 
plant emerged right way up. 

My favourite parable
Smilingly, I now think back on that 
incident, with the slight irony that 
by profession I am today a bota-
nist. I have a passion for plants and 
their seeds intrigue me. It is there-
fore no wonder that the story of 
the sower and the seed in the Bible 
is a favourite of mine. The para-
ble of the Sower and the Seed is 
probably one of the better known 
stories in the Bible. It is found in 
Matthew 13, Mark 4 and Luke 8. 

The basic story is about a farmer 
sowing seed. In those times, there 
were no mechanised planters and 
it would take forever to try dropping 
one little seed at a time into rows and 
rows of long, narrow furrows. Fields 
were first prepared and then seed 
for crops like wheat would be sown 
by taking a handful at a time out of 
a shoulder bag and flinging them 
across the land. It was to be expect-
ed that at times some seed would fall 
on hard ground, some on pathways 
or unprepared ground and some on 
rocky areas. Jesus explains the para-
ble to His disciples and says that the 
seed is the Word of God (Luke 8:11), 
or in other words, the seed is the word 

of the Kingdom of God (Matthew 
13:18-19). Interestingly, Jesus does 
not say whom the farmer represents. 

Firstly, it is important to understand 
that at some stage all parables break 
down. That parable is not meant to 
be dissected, interpreted or stretched 
beyond breaking point. Too often this 
is what we tend to do. In any case, 
Jesus Himself explains the meaning of 
the parable that God’s word (which 
could be both Jesus Himself or the 

Gospel) will be accepted 
sometimes and rejected 

other times. But here 
are a few points that 

intrigue me, as a 
botanist, when it 
comes to seed. 

Why such 
abundance?
Firstly, a plant 

produces tons 
more seed than is 

necessary for ensur-
ing the survival of the 

species. Evolutionists will tell 
you that this is the sole purpose 

of seed. However, a lot of energy 
goes into producing seed. Why not 
conserve energy, so that you can 
survive to try another day, just in case 
the entire seed crop fails? For me part 
of the answer is in the nature of God. 

God is great, almighty and so loving 
that He always showers us with more 
blessings than we could possibly 
handle or deserve. Maybe God just 
lets something of who He is, be real-
ised in plants. For example, grasses 
produce so much seed and bless 
many bird species by giving them free 
food. Keep in mind that grass is polli-
nated by wind, and grass receives 
absolutely zero benefit or payback 
from these little winged creatures. 

The thought is, if we are the farmer 
and the seed is the word of God, 
how freely do we ‘produce’ this 
seed and how freely do we spread 
it and give it to others? What about 
those who don’t benefit us, let alone 
know us or even like us? Do we put 
energy into multiplying God’s Word 
and spreading it generously? Do we 
sometimes just figuratively, throw it 
into the wind as a blessing to anyone 
nearby, or to anyone it may land on?

Yes, as with the seed that landed 
on hard ground, it may not grow, 
or it may just be lost. But, think of 
all the seed that landed on fertile 
soil and grew and produced beau-
tiful plants and more seed. Most 

of the seed the farmer sowed in 
the parable grew and was profit-
able, for him as well as for others. 

Paul speaks in 2 Corinthians 9 about 
serving others. In verses 6-12 he says 
that whoever sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly; that God loves 
a cheerful giver. That Jesus Himself 
scattered abroad gifts to the poor, to 
those who were in need. Verse 10 is 
insightful, where it says that “He who 
supplies the seed to the sower,” will 
be with you, that our service “is not 
only supplying the needs of God’s 
people but is also overflowing in many 
expressions of thanks to God” (verse 
12). Do we sow generously or sparing-
ly? Are we a real blessing to others?

We don’t know exactly
I used to give workshops to farmers 
on how to improve the quality and 
yields of their crops. The crux of the 
matter is that there is no one single 
factor or ‘silver bullet’ to achieving 
a quality, abundant crop. In the end 
the farmer had to make sure that the 
environment necessary for the seed 
to grow was just right. The soil had 
to be fertile, enough water had to 
be given at the correct times, there 
had to be the correct temperature 
and the correct amounts of sunlight. 
However, the amazing thing is that as 
a farmer you can do all these things, 
but in the end, as I always would tell 
them, ‘It is God who makes the seed 
grow, not you.’ Botanists nowadays 
know a lot about plants and seeds, 
yet in truth, we still do not know exact-
ly how and what makes that little 
seed suddenly germinate and sprout. 

Besides the parable of the Sower, 
Jesus tells another short parable 
about the growing seed. In Mark 
4:26-29, Jesus says that a man scat-
ters seed, but he doesn’t make it 
grow, because, as far as I as a bota-
nist am concerned, it is impossible 
for us to make it grow. The amazing 
thing is, as Jesus says in the parable, 
that even when the man is sleeping 
the seed is busy growing and that 
by itself (not by or because of the 
man). “All by itself the soil produc-
es (or brings forth) the grain.” 

Without seed this world would cease 
to exist and we would all be dead. 
We as Christians have been given 
seed we did not pay for, nor earn. 
Go out and sow it generously, loving-
ly and freely. Oh yes, and don’t 
worry, I can assure you it will sprout 
the right way up. Ask my dad.

Johannes Maree

Maybe God just 
lets something 

of who He is, be 
realised in plants.

Face to Face | www.face2face.org.za  - 15 



Here’s an important ques-
tion for us to ponder: 
How do we view non-be-

lievers?
Chuck Colson, founder of Prison 
Fellowship and the Breakpoint 
radio program, once answered 
that question using an analogy: If a 
blind man stepped on your foot or 
spilled hot coffee on your shirt, would 
you be angry with him? Chuck’s 
answer was that you wouldn’t. Why? 
Because a blind person is unable to 
see what is right in front of them.

Now consider that people who 
have not awakened to the faith of 
Christ are unable to see the truth 
that is right in front of them. By virtue 
of the fall they are spiritually blind 
(2 Corinthians 4:3-4). But at just the 
right time, the Spirit moves to open 
their spiritual eyes so they might 
see (Ephesians 1:18). The church 
fathers called this the miracle of 
illumination, and when it occurs, the 
opportunity is presented to receive 
in faith (to believe) what they have 
now been given eyes to see.

While it is true that some who have 
had their eyes opened choose not 
to believe, it is my conviction that 
at some point most will respond 
positively to the strong call of 
God in their life. I pray they do so 
sooner rather than later so they can 
experience, even now, the peace 
and joy of knowing God and making 
Him known.

Speculative ideas  
about God
As we know, nonbelievers hold 
wrong beliefs about God. Some of 
those beliefs are the result of poor 
examples from Christians. Others 
come from years of being taught 
illogical and purely speculative 
ideas about God. These wrong 
beliefs work to reinforce spiritual 
blindness. But what is our reaction 
to their unbelief? Unfortunately, 
many Christians set up walls of self-
protection and even hatred. In 
erecting these walls, they overlook 
the reality that nonbelievers are just 
as important to God as believers. 
They forget that the Son of God did 
not come to earth for believers alone.

When Jesus began his ministry, there 
were no Christians—most everyone 
was a nonbeliever, including the Jews 
of that day. But, thankfully, Jesus was 
a friend of sinners—an advocate for 
nonbelievers. He knew that, “it is not 
the healthy who need a doctor, but 
the sick” (Matthew 9:12). Jesus was 
committed to seeking lost sinners in 
order that they might receive Him 
and the salvation He has for them. So 
He spent great amounts of time with 
people others viewed as unworthy 
and unlovable. As a result, the 
religious separatists labelled Jesus “a 
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of 
tax collectors and sinners” (Luke 7:34).

The truth of the gospel is that the Son 
of God became incarnate, lived, 
died and ascended to heaven for 
all people. As Scripture tells us, God 

loves ‘the world’ (John 3:16), and it 
would seem that most of these 

people are nonbelievers. 
The same God calls us as 

believers to join Jesus in 
loving all people. To 

do that we must view 
them as who they 

are in Christ—those 
who belong to 
Him, those for 
whom Jesus 
died and was 
raised. But 
many Christians 
struggle with 
that. There 
seems to be 
no lack of 
Christians who 
are willing to 
condemn others 

despite the Son 
having told us 

that He came 
not to condemn 

the world but to 
save it (John 3:17). 

Sadly, some Christians are so busy 
condemning nonbelievers they fail to 
see them as God the Father does—His 
beloved for whom He sent his Son to 
die, even though they do not (yet) 
know or love Him. We might see them 
as nonbelievers or unbelievers, but 
God sees them as not-yet believers.

The freedom that is theirs
Before the Holy Spirit opens a 
nonbeliever’s eyes, they are trapped 
by the blindness of unbelief—
caught up in theological deceits 
concerning God’s identity and love. 
It is in this condition that we must 
love them, not shun or reject them. 
Part of doing so is praying for the 
time when, by the Spirit, they will be 
enabled to see (understand) the 
good news of God’s forgiving grace 
and receive (believe) that truth, 
taking up the new life that is theirs 
under God’s rule and reign, enabling 
them to experience the freedom 
that is theirs as children of God.

As we consider nonbelievers, let’s 
remember Jesus’ command: “love 
each other,” He said (John 15:12). 
And how does Jesus love? By 
including us in His love and life. He 
does not set up walls that divide 
believers and nonbelievers. The 
Gospels tell us that Jesus loved and 
included tax-collectors, women 
caught in adultery, the demon-
possessed and lepers. He loved 
and included women of ill repute, 
soldiers who mocked and beat Him, 
and criminals crucified at His side. 
With all these people in mind, Jesus, 
hanging on the cross, prayed: “Father 
forgive them, for they do not know 
what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). 
Jesus loves and includes all so that all 
might receive His forgiveness as their 
Saviour and Lord, and by His Spirit 
live in fellowship and communion 
with their heavenly Father.

As we share in Jesus’ love for 
nonbelievers, we will view them as 
people belonging to God by virtue 
of creation and redemption despite 
the fact that they do not (yet) know 
the One who loves them. When we 
hold this perspective, our attitude 
and behaviour toward nonbelievers 
will change. With open arms of 
compassion, we will embrace them as 
orphaned or estranged children who 
need to know their true Father; as lost 
brothers and sisters who aren’t aware 
they are related to us through Christ. 
We will seek to share God’s love 
with nonbelievers so they too might 
welcome God’s grace into their lives.

How do we view non believers?
Joseph Tkach
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My Mother’s Prayer

I had my first love affair when I 
was just 6 years old. It’s true…
but it’s probably not what 

you’re thinking.
When I was 6, I had a marvellous 
kite that was the love of my life. 
That kite meant everything to me. 
Frequently when my father arrived 
home from work, he would take the 
love of my life and me out to the 
front yard. Adorned with a huge 
ball of string and my kite, he would 
get it started. And as the kite soared 
into the Southern California sky, 
I watched with amazement as it 
bobbed and weaved in the breeze. 
How could life get any better? A 
small boy with his magical kite.

One day as I was flying the kite in 
our front yard, my mother knocked 
on the kitchen window to get my 
attention. As I glanced her way, she 
beckoned me inside. It was time for 
dinner. Disappointed that I would 
have to put my kite away for the 
evening, I began to reel the huge 
ball of string in. But then something 
happened. The line went limp and 
the kite was no longer coming 
towards me. As a 6-year-old, I’m sure 
it took me a while to figure out what 
was happening, but the truth was, 
the love of my life wasn’t coming 
home! When I finally put all the pieces 
together, I did what most 6-year-old 
boys would do…burst into tears. 

My mother saw all this playing 
out from the window and quickly 
summoned my father. I can still see 
Dad in my mind’s eye rushing out 
of the house. “Son, I can’t promise 

anything. But I’m going to go after 
that kite,” he said. With window 
rolled down and his left arm swung 
over the driver’s side door, I saw 
him poke his head out of the car 
to try to assess the direction the 
kite was heading. And he was off. 
Twenty minutes later, he returned. 
He shared some of the saddest 
news I had heard in my young life. 
He was unable to retrieve the kite.

A new love affair
Simultaneously, and unbeknown 
to me, my mom was experienc-
ing a new love affair of her own.

And because of this love affair she 
suggested something that we had 
never done ever before. “Jeb,” she 
said. “Why don’t we pray about it?” 
So before bed that evening, I knelt 
down next to my mother, hands fold-
ed in front of my bed. I don’t really 
recall what she said, but I know she 
was praying that somehow, some-
way, the love her life…her God…
would restore the kite to me.

The next morning I heard a knock 
on our front door. I was still in a foul 
mood, but I was the closest to the 
door, so I answered it. A neighbour I 
had never met was standing in front 
of me. “Son,” he said. “I saw every-
thing that happened last evening 
and I felt so badly for you that I decid-
ed that I would get you a replace-
ment kite.” A couple of hours later, 
our next-door neighbour, whom I did 
know, knocked. He hadn’t witnessed 
the tragedy that played out the prior 
evening but announced, “Jeb, I was 

cleaning out my garage and found a 
kite. I thought you might like it.” Final-
ly, my dad came home from work 
with - you guessed it, another kite. 

Of course, this sudden wealth of 
kites left me feeling euphoric. But I 
also remember clearly, in my 6-year-
old way, thinking that this new 
love affair of my mom’s—the one 
she prayed to—was awesome.

That initial intervention has stuck with 
me for the better part of 50 years. It 
has had an indelible impact on my 
life. I thank my mother to this day 
that she didn’t just pray for me in 
the confines of privacy, but openly 
invited me to eavesdrop. Years later, 
my dad used to invite me to come

along on his “prayer walks.” It was 
often fascinating to hear not only 
what he talked to God about, but 
also how he talked with God. While 
there was reverence, it was conver-
sational. While there was respect, it 
was shared as though with a close 
friend. That’s why I like to encour-
age parents and grandparents to 
intentionally spend time with their 
children and grandchildren in prayer. 
It’s an opportunity for us to model 
for them our passion for our Lord 
and Saviour To let them listen in on 
our conversation with God. It made 
a difference for me. It taught me 
at a tender young age that I could 
have a personal relationship with 
God and that He cared about me. I 
believe it can make a difference for 
your children or grandchildren, too!
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Abraham’s  
Example of Faith: A Study 

of Hebrews 11:8-19

Hebrews 11 is a description 
of faith in action — how 
God’s people have always 

lived by faith. In this chapter, 
several verses are devoted to 
the example of Abraham, who is 
called “the father of the faithful” 
Genesis 15:6  tells us that he 
“believed the Lord.” Hebrews 
11:8  says, “By faith Abraham, 
when called to go to a place he 

would later receive as his inher-
itance, obeyed and went, even 
though he did not know where 
he was going”  (Genesis 12:1).
The author’s purpose is not to prove 
that Abraham had faith (the read-
ers already knew that), but to give 
examples that 1) illustrate a life of 
faith and 2) encourage the readers 
to have similar faith when they are 
pressured to abandon Christianity. 

So the author selects situations from 
the life of Abraham that have some 
similarity to situations the readers 
are in. Just as Abraham had been 
called out of Mesopotamia, they 
had been called out of Judaism 
toward a promise they could not 
see, and they obeyed and went.

“By faith he made his home in the 
promised land like a stranger in a 
foreign country; he lived in tents, 

Michael Morrison
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as did Isaac and Jacob, who were 
heirs with him of the same promise” 
(Hebrews 11:9). It is possible that 
the readers had physically left their 
homeland and moved to a new city, 
but it is more likely that the author is 
suggesting that the readers felt like 
strangers religiously. They probably 
met in a house church instead of a 
synagogue; they did not have a feel-
ing that they had a permanent place. 
Welcome to the club, the author 
says. Abraham felt like that, too, even 
when he was in the Promised Land.

God does not want us to view 
this world as a permanent home, 
because He has something better 
for us. We are encouraged to see 
the future with Abraham: “For he 
was looking forward to the city with 
foundations, whose architect and 
builder is God” (verse 10). Canaan 
had many cities with foundations, 
but they were all destined to fall, 
because they were built on physi-
cal foundations, and the cities were 
filled with violence and idolatry.

Abraham was looking forward to 
something far more permanent than 
stone. Genesis says nothing about 
this, but our author believes that 
Abraham had religious motives that 
were similar to his own. We should 
look to the future reward, not to the 
circumstances we are in right now.

Verse 11 has a translation difficulty 
because the sentence seems to 
have Sarah as the subject, but the 
Greek verb refers to the father’s role 
in reproduction. Some translations 
choose to put Sarah as a parentheti-
cal thought (Even though Sarah was 
old, Abraham was made able to 
father children…). Others, such as the 
NIV, make the verb appropriate to 
a mother’s role: “And by faith even 
Sarah, who was past childbearing 
age, was enabled to bear children 
because she considered Him faith-
ful who had made the promise.”

Sarah laughed; so did Abraham 
(Genesis 17:17; 18:12). They both 
thought they were too old to have 
children, but God blessed them with 
a child anyway. Abraham even had 
children years later, after Sarah died 
(Genesis 25:1-2).  The author’s point is 
that God did what He had promised, 
so we should also consider God faith-
ful, and trust Him to keep the promises 
of salvation He has made to us.

“And so from this one man, and he as 
good as dead, came descendants 
as numerous as the stars in the sky 
and as countless as the sand on the 
seashore” (Hebrews 11:11), referring to 
Genesis 22:17. Just as God made the 
universe from something that could 
not be seen, He made the Israelites 

from something humanly impossible.

Summary
The author is not done with his exam-
ples yet, and is not even done with 
Abraham, but he interrupts his list of 
faith accomplishments to summa-
rize some lessons from the story for 
the benefit of his readers. “All these 
people were still living by faith when 
they died. They did not receive 
the things promised; they only saw 
them and welcomed them from a 
distance, admitting that they were 
foreigners and strangers on earth. 
People who say such things show 
that they are looking for a country 
of their own” (Hebrews 11:12-13). 

The point: We do not receive all the 
promises of God in this life. Although 
we are given eternal life, we still die. 
But the gift is real, and the promise 
will be kept. We have to trust God 
on it. (We certainly can’t bring it 
about on our own power!) We look 
to God, not this world, for meaning 
and purpose in life. Our current life is 
a temporary training time. We do not 
“belong” in this society and culture; 
our permanent home and alle-
giance is the kingdom of God, and 
that is where our hopes should be.

“If they had been thinking of the 
country they had left, they would 
have had opportunity to return. 
Instead, they were longing for a 
better country — a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God, for He has prepared 
a city for them” (verses 15-16).

As far as we know, Abraham never 
had a desire to go back to Meso-
potamia, but he could have gone 
if he wanted to. He could have 
turned his back on God’s promis-
es, but he did not. In contrast, the 
readers of Hebrews were tempt-
ed to go back to where they had 
come from — back into Judaism. 
Don’t do it, the author seems to say. 
There is a better country waiting for 
you through Christ. His kingdom is 
calling, and God will be pleased if 
you are faithful, and He is planning 
on your presence in His kingdom.

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
The roll call resumes in verse 17, 
with Abraham’s most severe trial: 
“By faith Abraham, when God test-
ed him, offered Isaac as a sacri-
fice. He who had embraced the 
promises was about to sacrifice 
his one and only son, even though 
God had said to him, ‘It is through 
Isaac that your offspring will be 
reckoned’” (verses 17-18, referring 
to Genesis 21:12  and 22:1-18.

Abraham could not see how God 

would keep his promise, but in faith 
he did what God told him to do. 
He did not know how God would 
do it, but he guessed at one possi-
bility: “Abraham reasoned that 
God could even raise the dead” 
(Hebrews 11:19). Abraham himself 
had once been “as good as dead” 
(verse 11); the same God who gave 
him life could also give Isaac life. 
When Abraham took Isaac up the 
mountain, he told his servants that 
“we” will return (Genesis 22:5); he 
did not expect Isaac to stay dead.

As the story turns out, however, 
God provided a substitute sacri-
fice (just as he later provided his 
own Son as a substitute for us), and 
Hebrews concludes: “and so in a 
manner of speaking he did receive 
Isaac back from death.” In Abra-
ham’s mind, Isaac was as good as 
dead, but he was rescued from it.

The author has given many details 
about Abraham; now he picks up 
the pace with a rapid-fire summa-
ry of three descendants: “By faith 
Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in 
regard to their future. By faith Jacob, 
when he was dying, blessed each 
of Joseph’s sons, and worshiped as 
he leaned on the top of his staff. By 
faith Joseph, when his end was near, 
spoke about the exodus of the Israel-
ites from Egypt and gave instructions 
concerning the burial of his bones” 
(Hebrews 11:20-22) , referring to 
Genesis 27:27-40;  48:10-20; 50:25.

Isaac and Jacob believed in the 
promise of God, and passed it on 
to their children. Jacob, blind and 
on his deathbed, blessed Ephraim 
and Manasseh — acting on faith, 
not sight. Joseph also acted on the 
promise that God gave Abraham. 
Although Joseph was prince of 
Egypt, he knew that his descendants 
would later move to Canaan, and 
so he directed that his bones should 
also be moved. It was a reminder 
to the Israelites that Canaan was 
the land God promised to them.

Things to think about
• When God called me, did I 

understand where I was going? 
(verse 8)

• How “at home” do I feel in his 
world? (verse 9)

• Am I prepared to die before re-
ceiving the promises? (verse 12)

• Have I ever wanted to go back to 
where I came from? (verse 15)

• When faced with death, do I think 
of God’s promises? (verses 21-22)
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I am continually surprised by how 
many common phrases have their 
origin in the Bible. At first sight the 
idea of ‘pushing the boat out’ does 
not seem to have a biblical ring at 
all. Yet it comes straight from a story 
told in chapter 5 of Luke’s Gospel.

It comes from an incident on the 
shore of the Sea of Galilee. We 
can picture the scene if we try.  
The Sea is a large inland lake in 
the north of the Holy Land. It is 18 
miles long and eight miles wide and 
occupies a hollow in the ground 

680 feet below sea level. It is full of 
fish and so there is a fishing indus-
try and quite a large population 
around its shores. There are nine 
seaside towns, none of them with 
a population of less than 15,000.

Jesus always went where the 

Push the boat out

Roy Lawrence
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people were. It was true that He 
preached in synagogues, but He 
never confined Himself to them. So, 
in Luke chapter 5, we find that, after 
preaching in a synagogue, He made 
His way to the Galilean seashore, and, 
as always, the people flocked to Him.

This presented Him with an opportu-
nity – but also with a problem. The 
opportunity was to meet people 
and share His convictions about 
the Kingdom of God. The problem 
was to avoid being pushed into the 
water by the crowd. He had to find 
a way of being visible and audible 
(and dry!) when He spoke to them.

He did what He always did. He 
looked around and used the things 
and the people who happened 
to be available. Near Him were a 
couple of fishing boats and some 
fishermen, including Simon Peter. 
If we look at the incident through 
the eyes of Peter, we find that 
Jesus said four things to him. They 
are worth noticing because Jesus 
says exactly the same four things to 
us. Let me summarize His words:

1. Push the boat out for me
Peter’s boat was to serve as a 
pulpit for Jesus. In fact anything, 
anywhere can become our pulpit 
for Jesus. The world needs to hear 
of Him, but so often we fail to see 
just how, when and where we 
can be His spokespeople. We are 
not good at ‘pulpit-spotting’.

Of course in common speech today, 
to ‘push the boat out’ has an alter-
native meaning.  It means to ‘be 
extravagant’, ‘be generous’. In this 
sense too, this story brings a message 
to you and me.  Do you and I ‘push 
the boat out’ for Jesus in this second 
sense? Or are we rather mean with 
our generous Lord? I have the horrid 
feeling that though we know that 
Christ has given His all for us, we are 
often shamefully stingy in our response 
to Him. This can be true in terms of our 
time, our talents and our hard cash.

We often put so little at His dispos-
al, rather like the congregation 
who one day heard their vicar say 
‘I have good news and bad news 
for you.  The good news is that we 
have plenty of money to repair 
our church roof. The bad news 
is that it is still in your pockets!’

So the questions we ought to be 
asking are ‘How is Jesus calling 
you and me to push the boat 
out for Him here and now?’ and 
‘How are we responding?’ 

2. Push the boat out further
Peter did push his boat out – and 

because of this many people were 
able to hear the gospel. But Jesus 
was not yet finished with Peter. The 
old translation of his next words used 
to be ‘Launch out into the deep’, 
but I like the more recent Good News 
version which simply says, ‘Push the 
boat out further’. Christian commit-
ment is never a static affair. When we 
respond to Jesus in one area of life, 
always immediately He has something 
else for us to do and to be for Him.

If at some point in the past you made 
the decision to take Christianity 
seriously and to trust Jesus as your 
Saviour, Lord and friend, then I guess 
there would be things in your life that 
would change at that time. But I do 
hope you have not been marking 
time since then. With Jesus there is 
always more to discover and more 
to do. So when did you last ask Christ 
what comes next in His plans for you?

We are told that Peter could 
not see the point in pushing his 
boat out further, but he trusted 
Jesus enough to do as he was 
told. The result was amazing. 

3. Learn what I can do  
    for you
When Jesus takes charge of our lives, 
the result is never a ‘non-event’. In 
Peter’s case what Jesus gave him 
was the biggest haul of fish he had 
ever known in his life. They would not 
fit into his boat and he had to call 
for the second boat to join him.

He is still today the same Lord of 
Surprises. There is so much that He 
wants to do for you and for me. As 
we walk through life with Him, we 
will find that he has not changed. 
He still has the healing power we 
can see in the scriptures. He still has 
the same life-transforming power, 
the power to help us do and be 
that for which we were created.  

All of this is part of the learning 
process to which He calls us, and 
it does not stop short at the many 
things He can do for us, because 
there are also things which He 
wants to do in us and through 
us.  Peter had to discover this. 

4. Learn what you can do  
    for me 
Characteristically, Jesus spoke 
to Peter and the other fishermen 
at their own level. He used fisher-
men’s language. ‘Follow me,’ he 
said ‘and I will make you fishers of 
men.’ They were to have a haul of 
human souls which would make the 
miraculous draught of fishes look 
small by comparison. However, He 
required their consent because 

He always leaves his followers 
free.  Thank God, they gave it.

So what about you and me? If we 
have heard Him say to us, ‘Push 
the boat out for me, and now push 
it out further. Learn what I can do 
for you and what you can do for 
me,’ how have we responded?  
The words will mean something 
different to each one of us.

In my own case hearing those words 
involved a call to the ministry. I was 
distinctly reluctant to answer, and 
perhaps one day I will tell you just 
what happened. But for now, you 
have your own story to contemplate

It may include any number of things  
–  new friendships with neighbours, 
new directions at work, new ways 
of spending spare time, a new look 
at the deep things of the Christian 
faith, a new use for your hard-
earned cash,  all sorts of new ways 
of living and of loving. I certainly 
can’t tell you. These things are for 
God to know – and for you to find 
out. Fortunately, finding out is not 
as hard as we sometimes think. 

Jesus is standing by you at this 
moment. If you listen, He has a 
personal message for you, a call, a 
challenge. He will never manipulate 
or pressurize. Your response must be 
free, just like that of Peter, James 
and John. However, it is my convic-
tion that nothing is more important 
in your life – and in mine – than the 
way in which we react to whatever 
Jesus is saying to us here and now.

To help us clear our mind, 
here is a fisherman’s prayer.
God our Father, we who sail the sea 
of life can find it vast and deep.  

The voyage can seem confus-
ing and the hazards many.

Yet you have given us the chart 
of Holy Scripture and the guiding 
star of the Holy Spirit, and you offer 
us your own Son to be our Pilot.

We know that nothing can be 
better than to place ourselves 
totally under your command.  

Grant us your strong help 
and guidance, as now we 
seek to do this afresh.

So may we set a sound course and 
come safely to the eternal harbour. 

In the name of Jesus  

Amen.
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Honeymoon Disaster 
and a glimpse of our 

heavenly home
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I came across a sad story 
this week, a story about a 
honeymoon disaster. The 

newly weds arrived at the hotel 
in the wee hours with high 
hopes. They’d reserved a large 
room with romantic amenities. 
That’s not what they found.
Seems the room was pretty skimpy. 
The tiny room had no view, no 
flowers, a cramped bathroom 
and worst of all—no bed. Just a 
foldout sofa with a lumpy mattress 
and sagging springs. It was not 
what they’d hoped for; conse-
quently, neither was the night.

The next morning the sore-necked 
groom stormed down to the 
manager’s desk and ventilated his 
anger. After listening patiently for a 
few minutes, the clerk asked, “Did 
you open the door in your room?”

The groom admitted he hadn’t. 
He returned to the suite and 
opened the door he had thought 
was a closet. There, complete 
with fruit baskets and chocolates, 
was a spacious bedroom!’

Sigh.

Can’t you just see them stand-
ing in the doorway of the room 
they’d overlooked? Oh, it 
would have been so nice…

A comfortable bed instead 
of clumpy sofa.

A curtain-framed window 
rather than a blank wall.

A fresh breeze in place of stuffy air.

An elaborate restroom, 
not a tight toilet.

But they missed it. How sad. 
Cramped, cranky, and uncom-
fortable while comfort was a door 
away. They missed it because they 
thought the door was a closet.

We groan inwardly.
Why didn’t you try? I was asking 
as I read the piece. Get curi-
ous. Check it out. Give it a shot. 
Take a look. Why did you just 
assume the door led nowhere?

Good question. Not just for the 
couple but for everyone. Not for 
the pair who thought the room 

was all there was, but for all who 
feel cramped and packed in the 
anteroom called earth. It’s not 
what we’d hoped. It may have its 
moments, but it is simply not what 
we think it should be. Something 
inside of us groans for more.

We understand what Paul meant 
when he wrote: “We. . . groan 
inwardly as we wait eagerly our 
adoption as sons, the redemption 
of our bodies” (Romans 8:23 NIV).

Groan. That’s the word. An inward 
angst. The echo from the cavern 
of the heart. The sigh of the soul 
that says the world is out of joint. 
Awry Misspelled. Limping.

Something is wrong.

The room is too cramped to 
breathe, the bed too stiff for rest, 
the walls too bare for pleasure.

And so we groan.

It’s not that we don’t try. We do 
our best with the room we have. 
We shuffle the furniture, we paint 
the walls, we turn down the 
lights. But there’s only so much 
you can do with the place.

And so we groan.

And well we should, Paul argues. 
We were not made for these 
puny quarters. “For while we are 
in this tent, we groan and are 
burdened” (2 Corinthians 5:6).

Our body a tent? Not a bad meta-
phor. I’ve spent some nights in 
tents. Nice for vacation, but not 
intended for daily use. Flaps fly 
open. Winter wind creeps from 
beneath. Summer showers seep 
from above. Canvas gets raw 
and tent stakes come loose.

We need something better, Paul 
argues. Something permanent. 
Something painless. Something 
more than flesh and bone. And 
until we get it, we groan.

I know I’m not telling you 
anything new. You know the 
groan of the soul. You didn’t 
need me to tell you it’s there.

But maybe you do need me to tell 
you it’s okay. It’s all right to groan. 
It’s permissible to yearn. Longing is 
part of life. It’s only natural to long 
for home when on a journey.

We aren’t home yet.
We are orphans at the gate of 
the orphanage, awaiting our new 
parents. They aren’t here yet, but 
we know they are coming. They 
wrote us a letter. We haven’t 
seen them yet, but we know 
what they look like. They sent us a 
picture. And we’re not acquaint-
ed with our new house yet, but 
we have a hunch about it. It’s 
grand. They sent a description.

And so what do we do? Here, at 
the gate where the now-already 
meets the path of the not-yet, 
what do we do? We groan. We 
long for the call to come home. 
But until He calls, we wait. We 
stand on the porch of the orphan-
age and wait. And how do we 
wait? With patient eagerness.

“We are hoping for something we 
do not have yet, and we are wait-
ing for it patiently (Romans 8:25, 
emphasis mine). “We wait eagerly 
for our adoption as sons” (Romans 
8:23 NIV, emphasis mine). Patient 
eagerness. Not so eager as to lose 
our patience, and not so patient 
as to lose our eagerness. Yet, we 
often tend to one or the other.

We grow so patient we sleep! 
Our eyelids grow heavy. Our 
hearts grow drowsy. Our hope 
lapses. We slumber at our post.

Or we are so eager we demand. 
We demand in this world what 
only the next world can give. No 
sickness. No suffering. No struggle. 
We stomp our feet and shake our 
fists, forgetting it is only in heav-
en that such peace is found.

We must be patient, but not 
so much that we don’t yearn. 
We must be eager, but not so 
much that we don’t wait.

We’d be wise to do what the 
newlyweds never did. We’d be 
wise to open the door. Stand in 
the entryway. Gaze in the cham-
bers. Gasp at the beauty.

And wait. Wait for the Groom 
to come and carry us, His 
bride, over the threshold.
Used with permission

Max Lucado
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