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TriniTarian Theology
by Joseph Tkach

Editorial

By Tim Maguire

“Garbage in – garbage out” is a truism in many 
areas, and the most important area is in our personal 
theology.  Wrong concepts about God result in lives 
that miss the fullness of life God wants us to have. 

Now, the whole idea of theology might sound a little 
intimidating, but really it’s just another way of saying 

“God knowledge.” Our personal theology consists of 
whatever we believe to be true about God.  So in one 
way or another, we all have a theology. And certainly 
every church and denomination has a theology. It’s the 
framework that undergirds and informs their doctrines 
and practices.

“Trinitarian theology” is a particular 
approach to theology that sees the 
Trinity—Father, Son and Holy Spirit – as 
the core and foundation for understanding 
the Bible and all aspects of Christian faith. 
Trinitarian theology, seeking to know God 
as God is, correctly begins with “Who?” 
It asks, “Who is the God made known in 
Jesus Christ, and who are we in relation 

to him?”
The Bible, of course, gives us the answers. There 

we learn that the Triune God created all people to 
participate through the vicarious humanity of Jesus 
Christ in the love relationship enjoyed by the Father, 
Son and Spirit. 

Jesus said in John 14:20, “…I am in my Father, and 
you are in me, and I am in you.” (NIV)

Jesus Christ is the representative and the substi-
tute for humanity at the right hand of the Father, and 
he draws all people to himself by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. In him, humanity is loved and accepted 

by the Father. 
As we learn in 

Romans 5:1-2,  
“…since we have been 
justified through 
faith, we have peace 
with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we 
have gained access 
by faith into this 
grace in which 
we now stand.”  (NIV)

Salvation does not come about through some 
kind of transaction in which God gives us salvation in 
exchange for our repentance and faith. It is a free and 
unearned gift. Jesus Christ paid for all our sins—past, 
present and future—and there is no longer any debt 
to pay. 

Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:4-5: “…because of his 
great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us 
alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgres-
sions—it is by grace you have been saved.”  (NIV)

The gospel is about a relationship, a relationship 
which God healed and made real by God’s own 
action in Christ on our behalf. It is not about a set of 
demands, nor is it about a simple intellectual accept-
ance of a set of religious or Bible facts. 

Jesus Christ not only stood in for us at the judg-
ment seat of God; he drew us into himself and made 
us – with him and in him, by the Holy Spirit – God’s 
own beloved children. F2F

After an uplifting world cup, South Africa now 
faces a serious crisis as Government and trade 
unions are locked in wage negotiations, resulting 
in widespread strikes, which in some cases have 
turned violent. Critical government services have 
been crippled and it seems that no solution is immi-
nent.

It is so sad when people are left feeling so hope-
less and under-appreciated that they feel it neces-
sary to embark on mass action, and even more 
saddening when these people put other’s lives in 

jeopardy over a few hundred rand a 
month. I’m left wondering about love, 
which is what defines God but is so 
often absent from our own lives. 

As humans we are created in his 
image and he has invited us to partici-
pate as his adopted sons and daughters 

in relationship with him and each other. When Jesus 
was questioned about the greatest command, he 
further reveals his Father’s will and being, when he 
explains that all the commandments are summed 

up by showing love to God and each other. What 
a different place this world would be if we could all 
live by this ideal!

The Bible tells us that Christians will be recog-
nised by the love they have for one another. In this 
issue we share a feast of articles that will nourish us 
towards this ideal. We see people going beyond the 
call of duty, and we are helped to understand and 
work through xenophobia. God’s love and forgive-
ness are examined in “Is there a sin God cannot 
forgive? and humankind’s darker side is laid bare 
in “Did God create evil?” We are given a look at 
putting our lives into perspective when our hopes 
are dashed, and shown how to cope when the 
going gets tough. 

And when you’ve done reading...?

Well, why not go out and make a difference 
to our beautiful country by further spreading  
his love! F2F
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Gordon Green

Two popular old gospel songs 
contain the words; “There’s 
a mansion now empty, just 

waiting for me” and “I’ve got a 
mansion just over the hilltop.”  
These lyrics are based on the words 
of Jesus: 

“In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it 
were not so, I would have told you. I go 
to prepare a place for you” (John 12:2, 
NKJV).  

This verse is also a funeral favourite 
as it is believed to be a promise that 
Jesus is preparing a reward for God’s 
people in heaven only after death.  But 
is this what Jesus meant?  One mistake 

we can make is to attempt to apply directly to our 
lives every word Jesus said, without considering his 
audience and purpose.  

this CAn’t be the messiAh

On the night before his death, Jesus and his disci-
ples were together in what was traditionally known 
as the upper room.  The disciples were shocked at 
what they saw and heard. Jesus washed their feet, 

announced there was a traitor among them and 
declared that Peter was going to deny him – not 
once but three times.  

Can you imagine their response?  “This can’t be 
the Messiah.  He’s talking about suffering, betrayal 
and death.  We thought he was going to install a 
new kingdom and we would rule with him!”  Confu-
sion.  Despair.  Fear.  Emotions we are very familiar 
with.  Shattered expectations.  Into all of this Jesus 
speaks.  “Don’t worry. Trust me.”  He wanted to 
strengthen them against complete collapse in the 
looming tragedy.  He continued, “In my Father’s 
house are many mansions.”

“This can’t be the Messiah.  
He’s talking about suffering, 

betrayal and death.”

What would the disciples have understood when 
they heard these words? 

The expression “Father’s house” as used in the 
gospels always refers to the temple in Jerusalem 
(Luke 2:49, John 2:16). The temple had replaced 
the tabernacle which was the portable tent used by 
the Israelites to worship God. Within the tabernacle 
and separated by a thick curtain was a room called 

Are You Waiting for Your 
Mansion in the Sky?   
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the Holy of Holies. This was God’s dwelling place 
(“tabernacle” means “residence” or “dwelling place” 
in Hebrew) in the midst of his people. Only once a 
year and only the high priest was allowed to enter 
this room and come into the very presence of God.  

Furthermore, the word “mansion” or “room” 
means a place where one lives and was “regularly 
used in ancient Greek not for a final resting place 
but for a temporary halt on a journey that will take 
you somewhere else in the long run.”1 This was 
something different from being in heaven with 
God after death, as heaven is often seen as a final 
resting place.  

Then Jesus said he was going to prepare a place 
for his disciples. Where was he going? He wasn’t 
going to heaven to build mansions but he was going 
from the upper room to the cross. In his death and 
resurrection he would prepare a place for them in 
his Father’s house (John 14:2). It was as if Jesus 
was saying; “Everything is under control.  What is 
going to happen looks terrifying but it is all part of 
the plan.” Then he promised, “I will come again.” In 
the context this doesn’t seem to be a reference to 
his second coming (although we look forward to his 
glorious coming) but we do know that Jesus went 
to the cross, rose from the dead and returned three 
days later.  He also came again in the coming of the 
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost.     

“I will come back” 
Jesus said, “and take 
you to be with me 
that you also may be 
where I am” (John 14:3, 
TNIV).  Let’s focus for a 
moment on the word 

“with” used here. It is 
the same word used 
in John 1:1 where we 
learn that the Son (the 
Word) was with God. 

“The word ‘with’ is taken 
from the word pros.  
By using this word to 
describe the relation-
ship between the Father 
and the Son, the Holy 
Spirit is telling us that theirs is an intimate relation-
ship. One translator has translated the verse, ‘In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was face to 
face with God….”2  Sadly, many people picture God 
as a solitary figure somewhere in the sky, detached 
and remote, watching us from a distance.  But this 
seemingly insignificant word “with” reveals some-
thing completely different about the nature of God.  
This is about sharing and intimacy.  This is about 
a face to face relationship. This is profound and 
deep! But what does this have to do with you and 
me today?  Before I answer that let’s return briefly 

to the temple.

A new wAy openeD up

When Jesus died, the curtain in the temple 
was torn in half.  This symbolised a new way had 
been opened into the presence of God. The temple 
wasn’t his home anymore. A totally new relation-
ship with God was now available, and it is available 
to everyone!  The Message Bible translates verse 2; 

“There’s plenty of room for you in my Father’s home.” 
In the Holy of Holies there was only room for one 
person, but now a radical change had taken place.  
God has actually made room for everyone in himself 
– in his house! This has been made possible because 
the Son became flesh, rescued us from the death 
and destruction of sin, returned to the Father and 
took all humanity with him (John 12:32) - into the 
very presence of God!  On that same evening Jesus 
said; “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. 
My Father will love them, and we will come to them 
and make our home with them” (John 14:23, TNIV).  
The word “home” in this verse is the same as the 
word “mansions” in verse one.  Do you see what 
this means?

The astonishing, unique, inti-
mate relationship that Jesus 

himself had 
enjoyed with 

the Father 
is now open 

to us!

What thoughts come 
to mind when you think 
of a good home?  How 
about; peace, rest, joy, 
protection, instruction, 
forgiveness, provision, 
unconditional love, 
acceptance and hope, 

to name a few?  Not only did Jesus come to give 
himself to us, he also came to share all these things 
with us so that we can experience the life he lives 
with his Father in the fellowship of the Spirit. The 
astonishing, unique, intimate relationship that Jesus 
himself had enjoyed with the Father is now open 
to us! “You can live where I live” Jesus says (verse 
3 MSG). And where does Jesus “live”? “At the very 
heart of the Father” (John 1:18) or as some trans-
lations have it: “in the bosom of the Father.” One 
scholar writes; “To be in or on the bosom of someone 
means to be in his embrace, to be cherished by him 
as the object of intimate care and dearest affection, 

www.bigstockphoto.com
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Have you ever wondered who was the toughest 
person that ever lived? Well, it had to have been Jesus, 
not just because he endured tremendous torture and 
ridicule at the hands of the Romans and his own people, 
but there is that gospel account where Christ fasts for 
40 days and nights without food and then faces Satan 
in the desert, so that he may be tempted. 

Wow, he had to be tough! Can you imagine going 
40 days without food?  I can’t!. Yet even though Christ 
had the mental resolve to endure all the terrible 
trials he faced, he could not do it all on his own. 
He constantly prayed to God for the guidance and 

strength to stay the course and ultimately 
to die for our sins. 

But why, if Jesus was so tough, didn’t 
he do anything on his own? Why didn’t he 
turn stones into bread when Satan mocked 
him? Surely turning stones into bread had 
to be easier than turning water into wine? 

Jesus gives us the answer in John 6:38  “For I have 
come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the 
will of him who sent me.” And it was God’s will that he 
should suffer and die.

You see, Jesus was about his Father’s business. He 

knew he was on a mission 
to save humanity, a very 
important mission that 
could not fail, or else we 
all would be doomed to 
die.  He knew he had to 
stay on course, and to 
get the spiritual guidance 
and nourishment that he 
needed, he prayed often. 

Jesus was a tough guy, not just because he was God 
in the flesh, but because he kept close to God.

For many of us who go through really tough times 
in our lives, we sometimes feel like we are a burden 
to God when we pray to him. We feel as if all we do 
is keep on asking for his help, and perhaps we should 
just do it on our own, and tough it out, because that is 
what tough people do. Well the truth is that Jesus, who 
was the toughest man alive, could not and did not do 
it without God.

So the next time when you feel life is getting too 
much, go on your knees and talk to your Father, he 
will guide you and sustain you. When the going gets 
tough…we all should get praying.

When The going geTs Tough, 
The Tough…geT praying.

By Shaun de Greeff

or as we say in English, to be a bosom friend.”3  That 
is where Jesus is.  And where are we, now?  Seated 
with Jesus in the heavenly realms (Ephesians 2:6)!  

Don’t worry. trust me

Are you experiencing difficult, discouraging and 
depressing circumstances?  Jesus’ words of comfort 
are for you.  Just as Jesus wanted to strengthen, 
encourage and assure his disciples then, he is 
saying the same to you now:  “Don’t worry. Trust 
me.”  Don’t let your worries weigh you down but 
focus on Jesus and contemplate on what he says - 
and doesn’t say.  He doesn’t say you must be brave 
and everything will work out.  He doesn’t give you 
four steps to happiness and prosperity. He doesn’t 
say he is building a mansion in heaven for you which 
you will only inherit when you die, so it’s worth 
all the suffering.  But he does say that he went to 
the cross to take all our sins on his shoulders, and 
nailed them to the cross along with himself so that 
everything that separates us from God and life in 
his house can be put to an end.  But that’s not all. 

You have been drawn in love into the very Trini-
tarian life of God to participate in the intimate, face 
to face fellowship of the Father, Son and Spirit – in 
God’s very life. He wants to share himself, and all 

he is and has with you now.  God is saying to you, “I 
created you for life in my house!”

prAyer

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise 

that when we were still far off 

you met us in your Son, and brought us home.  

Dying and living, he declared your love, 

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.  

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen.4 

1 NT Wright, Surprised By Hope; p150
2 Rick Renner, Dressed to Kill; p445
3 Edward Robinson, A Greek and English Lexicon of the NT; p452 
4 A post-communion prayer from the eucharistic liturgy of the Scottish 
Episcopal Church as quoted in Invitation to Theology by Michael 
Jinkins; p137. 
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By Johannes Maree

Society doesn’t talk much 
about sin these days. When it 
does, it is usually in terms of 

a sickness not a sin. Yet one of the 
most amazing experiences anyone 
can go through is to come to the 
realisation that they have sinned 
and are not worthy. 

Then, like the proverbial knight in 
shining armour coming to their rescue, 
they find out that there is a loving God 
who has prepared a way of rescue. We 
realise that although sin leads to death 
and all have sinned and deserve death, 
there is Jesus, who knew no sin and only 
deserved honour, but was willing to pay 

the price in our stead. This really is the good news 
of Christianity.

truLy DreADfuL eViLs 

Now sooner or later, maybe at some braai with 
friends, or even in a group Bible study the question 
will be raised as to whether there is a sin (or sinner) 
God cannot forgive? Think about it, there have been 
some truly dreadful evils committed throughout 
history. We might debate whether someone can 
go through his entire life torturing and murdering 
people and then on his death-bed give his heart to 
the Lord and be saved. Obviously we understand 
there is a major difference between true repentance 

and just being sorry because we were caught.  We 
also understand that sin is basically us turning away 
from God and rejecting Him. Sin is a deadly disease 
that sometimes kills swiftly and at other times kills 
slowly and painfully like a cancer. 

There is an interesting story in the Old Testament 
which goes a long way in shedding some light on 
the subject. It is found in 2 Kings 21 and 2 Chroni-
cles 33. It tells the story of Manasseh, who began to 
reign as king in Jerusalem when he was 12 years 
old. He reigned for 55 years and “did that which 
was evil in the sight of the Lord.” There is not much 
detail in the story, but Manasseh totally rejected 
God and was a ruthless, murdering tyrant who 
obviously suppressed his people. Not only did he 
sacrifice his own children to pagan gods by burning 
them, he murdered so many of his own subjects 
that the blood flowed in the streets from one end 
of the city to the other. God eventually punished 
Manasseh. The Assyrians raided the land and took 
him and probably many others into captivity as 
slaves. Manasseh then really started to suffer. 

We might be inclined to think, “good because 
he deserved it.” But the story does not end there. 
It goes on to say that, “in his suffering he became 
humble, turned to the Lord his God, and begged 
Him for help.” (2 Chronicles.33:12. GNB). And 
would you believe it? God hears Manasseh’s prayer, 
forgives him and restores him as king of Judah. In 
short, God forgives Manasseh all his sins.

We need to believe the Bible when it says, “If we 
confess our sins, He [God] is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness. (1John 1:9. NKJV).”  We often have the idea 
that sin falls into various categories of seriousness. 
There are the really bad ones like murder and child 
abuse and then there are the not so bad ones like 

IS THERE A SIN  
(OR SINNER) 

GOD 
CANNOT 
FORGIVE?
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occasionally lying or stealing only little things. But 
in God’s eyes there is no difference, because even 
the smallest sin still caused the death of his beloved 
Son. Sin separated us from God and a great loving 
God was literally willing to die to bring us back 
together again. 

To me, the most beautiful part of the whole story of 
Manasseh is where it says, “…Then Manasseh knew 
that the Lord is God” (2 Chron.33:13). Manasseh 
truly repented of his wrong ways. Yet, he possibly 
also felt that he had done such terrible things during 
his life that not even God could forgive him. 

And would you believe it? 
God hears Manasseh’s prayer, 

forgives him and restores 
him as king of Judah.

But he genuinely repented of his sins and for the 
first time in his life he truly saw the depth of God’s 
love and forgiveness. It really is a beautiful thing to 
experience. 

CAn we forgiVe ourseLVes?

I once watched an 
interview on TV which 
was conducted with four 
convicted child abusers. 
Some were still in prison 
and some had been 
released. It was not 
pleasant to even watch 
and listen to as these 
men told their stories. 
They all sat there and 
spoke with little expres-
sion on their faces. All 
of them said that they 
were sorry for the lives 
they had ruined and 
a person could sense 
this included their own. 
At some time or other 
all of these men had 
directly or indirectly 
apologized to their 
victims. The interviewer 
then asked what had 
been the most difficult 
part of confronting their victims again after many 
years?  One man’s reaction and answer struck me 
the most of the entire interview. He said that he 
was very sorry for what he had done and that he 
could not forgive himself. But then his victim had 
confronted him and said that she had forgiven him 
for the years of abuse. Right there, in the interview, 
this man started to cry and said that to him the 
hardest thing was to truly accept that forgiveness. 
You could see the genuine pain and anguish. He 
basically went on further to say that he could not 
accept, or understand, the fact that she had forgiven 
him for the horrible things he had done to her.  

ensLAVeD by guiLt

The sad part is that he had become the victim. 
Although he was out of prison, he wasn’t free. He 
was enslaved by guilt, while his forgiver had freed 
herself from those burdens and was now able to 
move forward with a new life of freedom. Sin and 
guilt  are a powerful pair of shackles, but they are 
not more powerful than the love and forgiveness of 
God, which can truly set us free. To fully understand 
this whole issue is beyond the reasoning and under-
standing of the normal human mind. 

I am trying to tread very sensitively on a subject 
that is a cold lake covered with a thin layer of ice. 
I am not trying to excuse sin or make light of the 
consequences and lifelong scars that it leaves in 
its destructive path. The Bible is clear that because 
Jesus forgave our sins, this does not give us the 
licence to carry on sinning. Romans chapter 6 
makes this clear. What I am saying is that there is 
no sin that we have committed that God cannot or 
will not forgive. The problem comes when we will 
not allow God to take those sins away from us and 
drown them in the deepest ocean. Too often we 
take our fishing rod of guilt and go fishing in that 
ocean hoping to bring the memory of that old sin to 
the surface again. God forgives and forgets our sins, 
but the devil likes to remind us of them again and 
again, and fill us with guilt. 

Jesus’ words in 
Matthew 11:28 are so 
telling of our human 
nature when he says, 

“Come unto me all you 
who labour and are 
heavy laden and I will 
give you rest.” Three 
important things stand 
out in these words of 
Jesus. First, he knows 
that we tend to carry our 
old sins and guilt around 
with us. Secondly, he 
desperately wants 
to take those heavy 
burdens from us and 
give us rest. And thirdly, 
it is only Jesus who in 
the end can give us true 
rest from the burden of 
sin and guilt. 

The real problem is 
not that there is a sin 
(or sinner) God cannot 

forgive. It is that we hold onto the guilt of certain 
things we have done and do not accept God’s 
forgiveness. Or we don’t truly believe God will 
forgive them. There is no sin too dark (or sinner too 
evil) that God cannot forgive. 

Fully accepting God’s forgiveness and Jesus’ love 
sets us free and allows us to meet our full potential 
and service in Christ. You see, the only sin God 
cannot forgive is the one we hang on to and refuse 
to allow Him to forgive. 

But remember God gave everything he had for 
us. He held nothing back. He could not have given 
any more. F2F
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A conquering hero…
something we’ve always  longed for

By Hilary Jacobs

“Mom,” there’s Zorro!”  The 
excited shout of a 5 year-
old boy had the rather 

staid congre-
gation split-
ting its sides. 

The minister himself could hardly 
suppress a giggle at being mistaken for 
the Superman of Spanish California as he 

mounted the steps of the pulpit  
- his black robe flowing behind 
him.

Whether this is a true story 
or not, Zorro, Flash Gordon, 
Superman and many others 
have become legendary in 
our society. How we long for 
someone who has the power 
to right the wrongs, take 

out the bad guys and restore the right 
values. How we burn with indignation 
when an obvious perpetrator gets off 
on a technicality, or when the laws 
seem to favour the criminal rather 
than the victim. No wonder we long 
for a knight in shining armour to 
set things straight. 

There is indeed such a super-
hero waiting in the wings to do 
just those things. He will even rescue us from this 
evil world on an individual basis right now. But we 
have to be ready to change direction, trust him 
completely and surrender our lives to him.

quite A bit in Common

This hero, of course, is Jesus Christ, whose 
mission is to restore all things back to the way they 
were originally, i.e. good, as God said of everything 
he created. Interestingly, Jesus Christ and Superman 
have quite a bit in common. Clark Kent was a rather 
nerdish mild-mannered reporter for the Metropolis 
newspaper, Daily Planet who grew up in the town 
of Smallville in Ohio in the United States. He was in 
no way similar to the character he became once he 
took off his regular clothes, and said “this is a job 
for Superman.”

Jesus was raised in the town of Nazareth. In 
John 1:46, one of his own disciples, Nathaniel, 
asked if anything good could come out of Nazareth. 
Perhaps he thought an address in Jerusalem would 
have been better. When Jesus first addressed the 
people of Nazareth in their synagogue, he quickly 
perceived their disbelief that a local boy should be 
anything special. Although they spoke well of him 
(Luke 4:22), they asked “Isn’t this Joseph’s son? Isn’t 
his mother’s name Mary?...Aren’t his sisters all with 
us? Where then, did this man get all these things? 
And they took offence at him” (Matthew 13:55-57).  
When Jesus began to berate their attitude, pointing 
out that Israel had never given honour to the 

prophets, and that the crowd before him were 
no different, they were infuriated. They drove 

him out of the town and to the edge of a 
cliff in order to throw him down. But in 

typical Superman style, 
he “walked right 
through the crowd 
and went on his 
way” (Luke 4:30).  

But he was clearly no ordinary man. 
The miracles he performed were undeni-
able, and even the Pharisees were silenced 
by his wit and wisdom. 

nothing beAutifuL

Clark Kent would perform a heroic 
deed and then retreat into obscurity so 
no one would guess his identity. Many 
a time when Jesus healed someone, 
he would ask them not to tell anyone. 
He didn’t want the authorities to 
arrest him before the time God had 
ordained. Usually the healed person 
would tell everyone in sight, but Jesus 
was evidently not easy to distinguish 
in a crowd. If he were, Judas would 
not have had to betray him with 
a kiss. So Jesus, like Clark Kent, 
looked just like an ordinary guy 
of his time. “There was nothing 
beautiful or majestic about his 
appearance, nothing to attract 

us to him” (Isaiah 53:2 NLT).
But Jesus’ likeness to Superman is seriously 

limited. He is not going to take out the bad guys 
– he’s going to change them completely and make 
good guys out of them – something Superman never 
aspired to do. Jesus said: “But I, when I am lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all men to myself” (John 
12:32). He is already in the process of transforming 
us into his own image! 

The history of our planet is violent and cruel. 
There is surely not a nation on earth which hasn’t 
been at the mercy of a tyrant at one stage or 
another. I consider myself blessed to have spent 
most of my life in peaceful circumstances. I have 
not had the experience of being abused, physi-
cally attacked or of living in fear of my life. No one 
ever tried to sell drugs at the school I attended. My 
parents loved me and did the best they could for our 
family. But I have seen enough cruelty, hopeless-
ness, suffering, tyranny and just downright evil to 
long for a Superman hero.

I have come to know that Jesus has already 
rescued me from the instigator of all evil – Satan the 
devil. Jesus was the man of sorrows who became 
the Mighty Conqueror. He did it in plain view on the 
cross and struck the eternal mortal blow to the evil 
forces forever. More than that, he has promised me 
an eternal future with him, which is so wonderful, 
it’s beyond my wildest imagination.

He’s the ultimate Superman! F2F
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This ancient Scottish city is 
best known as the birthplace 
of golf. 

The game had its origins here in the 15th century, 
and St. Andrews Royal and Ancient Golf Club 
remains the definitive rules-making body of golf to 
this day.

Over the centuries, these ancient greens have 
witnessed many intense sporting dramas.

But St. Andrews has also been at the center of 
a different kind of conflict – one that 
has been far from sporting. I am talking 
about the often bloody struggle between 
the major factions of Christianity.

St. Andrews was one of the hubs of the 
Protestant Reformation. Here John Knox 
would preach, often haranguing the 
young Mary, 
Queen of 

Scots, for not rejecting 
Catholicism and alle-
giance to the Pope, 
in favor of the new 
reformed Christianity 
as expounded by John 
Calvin.

The struggle 
between Catholics 
and Protestants was 
intense, as one side 
and then the other 
gained temporary 
advantage – and the 
losers often paying 
with their lives. The 
Martyr’s memorial that 
overlooks the famous 
golf course is a grim 
reminder that Christians have often failed 
to reflect the life of their Saviour in their 
passionate defense of their beliefs.

Today, with the benefit of hindsight, it’s easy for 
us to condemn the bloodshed and cruelty spawned 
by the conflicting ideas surrounding the Reforma-
tion. Throughout Europe, religious wars raged in 
the name of Christ for well over a hundred years, 
with atrocity heaped upon atrocity.

we ALL neeD forgiVeness

No wonder some are turned off by the very 
idea of Christianity. How can people claim to walk 
in Christian love and yet kill other believers just 
because they have a different doctrinal viewpoint?

One thing we know is that God is more merciful 

than any of us could ever be. The Bible tells us that 
his throne of judgment is a throne of grace for those 
who need forgiveness. Those who tortured and 
executed fellow believers over doctrine during the 
Reformation do need forgiveness.

Those who do similar things today, though 
perhaps more subtly and less violently, need 
forgiveness also. The truth is, we all – every one of 
us – needs forgiveness.

The good news is that we have already been 
forgiven. That’s the Christian message. Jesus died 
for the forgiveness of sins. Not for the possibility of 
the forgiveness of sins. His atoning work is effective 
for all humanity, and that work is already finished. 
What God is asking us to do is not to earn his 
forgiveness, but simply to accept the forgiveness 
he’s already given us.

Salvation depends from start to finish on him, 
not on us. As Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:8-9,

“For it is by grace 
you have been saved, 
through faith -- and 
this not of yourselves, 
it is the gift of God – 
not by works, so that 
no one can boast.”

Sometimes I like 
to think that if I had 
lived at the time 
of Knox or Luther 
or Calvin, I would 
have made a differ-
ence. Maybe I could 
have stopped the 
madness. Maybe I 
could have stood up 
for tolerance and 
been listened to. Of 
course, it’s pretty 
unlikely, isn’t it? If I 
had tried to do that, 

I probably would have been one of the first to go 
to the purifying flames. More likely, I would have 
been quiet and not said a word in order to avoid 
the inquisitors.

Or, as horrible as it is to think, maybe I too would 
have been caught up in the ugly fever of trying to 
purify the land of supposed heretics.

In the end, it’s only God who makes a difference. 
He’s the great Judge of all, who for the sake of Jesus 
has taken away our sins and declared us righteous 
and forgiven. But he didn’t leave it there – he also 
sent the Holy Spirit to stand with us, encourage 
us, and transform us into the image of Christ – so 
that we might, at long last, come to truly love one 
another.

Hello from  
St. Andrews, Scotland

By Joseph Tkach

F2F
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South Africa’s past is 
synonymous with apartheid. 
However, a new tag may soon 

overtake the apartheid tag – Xeno-
phobia, crudely defined as discrimi-
nation against foreigners. 

My wife travelled to another African country 
earlier this year (no, it was not Zimbabwe – not 
that I don’t like Zimbabwe. I love it, and was there 

for a week recently myself). Her host, 
who was driving her to the airport, was 
stopped by a traffic policeman. The 
policeman spoke to the driver in a local 
language she could not understand. The 
policeman asked the driver where he 
was going. He mentioned that he was 
taking his South African passenger to 

the airport for a flight home. On hearing that she 
was South African, he remarked: “Oh, she is South 
African? Let her come out so that I can show her 
what Xenophobia is.” (Of course he was joking. He 
immediately released them so that she did not miss 
her flight.)

“Are you xenophobic?” I often ask my friends 
and acquaintances. Of course, their responses are 
no different to when you ask somebody: “Are you 
racist?” The answer is often: “Me? No way! I like 
Zimbabweans/Mozambicans/Blacks/etc.” 

People have come up with all kinds of reasons 
why xenophobic attacks took place in South Africa 
recently. The most common reason given is that it 

is because of poor service delivery. Of course the 
government did not buy this explanation. They 
commissioned their own fact-finding team into 
the trouble spots to establish the causes of these 
attacks. Their conclusion was that this was a work of 
criminals and a “third force”, whoever that is. 

why humAns fight eACh other

As a South African, I had to engage with the issue 
as well. “Am I xenophobic?” I decided to unpack the 
whole concept, and not simply tell myself that I am 
not xenophobic. As usual, my starting point when 
it comes to the condition of our society and human 
behaviour in general, is to begin with the Christian 
Holy Bible. Although I am a psychology graduate, 
I have since found that psychology; sociology; 
anthropology and other related social sciences have 
a big weakness in their theoretical make up.

The root cause of human 
conflict is resources/

opportunities.

My first quest was to understand why humans 
fight each other in the first place. I found out that 
James, a Jewish believer from the first century, gave 
an answer about the causes of fights and wars 
almost 2000 years ago:

“What is causing the quarrels and fights among 
you? Don’t they come from the evil desires at war 
within you? You want what you don’t have, so you 

By Takalani Musekwa

Confessions of a 
Xenophobic

Pastor
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scheme and kill to get it. You are jealous of what 
others have, but you can’t get it, so you fight and 
wage war to take it away from them. Yet you don’t 
have what you want because you don’t ask God for 
it.” (James 4:1-2 NLT). Of course this was inspired 
by the Triune God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach 
us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong 
in our lives.” (2 Timothy 3:16 NLT).

The root cause of human conflict is resources/
opportunities. Those who have lived in war-torn 
DRC, or in Angola during the 1980s, or in Sudan, 
Palestine, Iraq or any other conflict-ridden country, 
will tell you that their oil, diamonds or gold has 
turned out to be a curse instead of a blessing. As 
you can see, those who said xenophobia was due 
to poor service delivery were partly correct. People 
were fighting over limited houses and jobs. The 
government was not completely wrong either. As 
it turned out, in most of these xenophobic attacks, 
people looted the shacks of foreigners for their 
possessions, and even their small shops.

but our own kinD?

One social networker on Twitter lamented the 
problem: “…the brutality of one African on another 
baffles me. Colonialists and slave traders I can 
understand. But our own kind?”

Once again, I find that the Christian Holy Scrip-
tures are the best place to start. In the Genesis crea-
tion account, we read that God created creatures 
according to their various kinds. However, there was 
another creature he created according to its own 
kind. This creature was called human. Human is 
translated from the Hebrew word adam, the name 
of the first human. Of all the creatures, God created 
humans of one kind. He only created a male, and 
created the female out of the male. Therefore, there 
is no difference between male and female humans, 
except their genitalia. God even said the male and 
female humans would marry and become one, 
because they were originally of one kind (but this is 
a topic for another day).

When we don’t see ourselves as humans, of one 
kind, we start inventing our own identities. When 
we see foreigners as of another kind, and not our 
own kind, we start discriminating against them, 
because they are not one of us. For example, I used 
to see myself as a Muvenda, but I don’t see myself 
that way anymore (if you are Muvenda, please read 
to the end before you stone me).

new iDentities

Humans are social creatures. They don’t like 
getting lost in the sea of other billions of humans. 
Therefore, they create new identities. Several 
hundred years ago, some humans developed a 
slang (slang is jargon/words used by a particular 
group of humans to understand each other). This 
slang is now called Tshivenda language. Those 
who spoke and understood this slang started 

calling themselves Vhavenda. All other language 
groups came about this way since the time of Babel 
(Genesis 11).

You see, Tshivenda and Vhavenda did not exist 
a thousand years ago. Neither did the English, the 
Afrikaners, the Zulus, the Basothos, and many other 
nationalities. It is the same with cultures. They are 
social inventions by humans, driven by location, 
time and circumstance.

so where Are you from?

When humans identify themselves by their 
language, culture or their GPS location on the earth, 
they misrepresent their own identity. 

When we see foreigners as of 
another kind, and not our own 

kind, we start discriminating  
against them 

Three years ago, I met one of Africa’s greatest 
minds in Oxford, England. His name is Eddie Obeng. 
By original location of his parents, he is from Ghana. 

As we were having tea, somebody asked him a 
question: “So, Eddie, where are you from?”

Eddie responded in a way that stayed with me 
since then. He said: “Do you mean where am I from 
this morning, last week, last year, ten years ago, 
thirty years ago, a hundred years ago, a thousand 
years ago, or six thousand years ago?”  Of course 
Eddie knew what the person who asked the ques-
tion meant. He was just making a point. If he said 
he was from London, he did not know what we 
thought of Londoners. If he said he was from Africa, 
or Ghana, or Kumasi, or that he is Ashanti, he did 
not know what our attitudes are to those identities. 
We would put him in a box, and he did not like that.

If I call myself a Muvenda, I define my origins 
as being less than a thousand years old. If I define 
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myself as a South African, my origins are less 
than five hundred years old. If I define myself as a 
Guatenger (somebody from the Gauteng province 
of South Africa), I define my origins as less than ten 
years old. As you can see, my identity is what I see 
my origins to be.

As a converted xenophobic pastor, I had to rede-
fine my origins. Now I see myself as a human, a 
descendant of Adam, the first human. I am not a 
Muvenda, but you may call me that if calling me 
human leaves you feeling short-changed. 

you Are ALL one in Jesus Christ

When God started the Christian church two 
thousand years ago (church is simply a group of 
Christian believers), he started by breaking down 
the main human symbol of identity in human society, 
namely, language, because he wanted the church to 
be comprised of humans, and not Jews, not Greeks, 
not Romans, not males, not females, nor rich, nor 
the poor from the other 
side of the tracks. This is 
what happened on the 
Day of Pentecost, the day 
the church started in its 
current form. 

“And everyone present 
was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began speaking 
in other languages, as the 
Holy Spirit gave them this 
ability… When they heard 
the loud noise, everyone 
came running, and they 
were bewildered to hear 
their own languages being 
spoken by the believers. 
They were completely 
amazed. “How can this 
be?” they exclaimed. 

“These people are all from 
Galilee and yet we hear 
them speaking in our 
own native languages!  
Here we are—Parthians, 
Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, 
Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia,  Phrygia, 
Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around 
Cyrene, visitors from Rome  (both Jews and converts 
to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we all hear 
these people speaking in our own languages about 
the wonderful things God has done!”(Acts 2: 4-11 
NLT)

Paul, having gotten the point of what the church 
was, changed his view of believers and people in 
general. He made this point repeatedly in his writ-
ings:

“For you are all children of God through faith 
in Christ Jesus...There is no longer Jew or Gentile, 
slave or free, male and female. For you are all one 
in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:26-28 NLT), see also 

Romans 3:9; 3:30; 10:12; 1 Corinthians. 10:32; 
12:13; Colossians 3:11). 

Jesus became a human, and died for humans, 
so that humans could become humans again, as 
God created them to be. He removed the wall that 
divided people, namely language, culture, location, 
gender and social status. “ For Christ himself has 
brought peace to us. He united Jews and Gentiles 
into one people when, in his own body on the cross, 
he broke down the wall of hostility that separated 
us.” (Ephesians. 2:14 NLT)

So, are you xenophobic? It is a matter of how 
you see or define yourself, or what your assumed 
identity is. If you are anything other than human, 
you will be surprised at what humans may become 
when an opportunity arises. Ask the Rwandans. Ask 
the South Africans. Ask the Germans, the British or 
the Americans. Ask the Zimbabweans. 

The real danger with xenophobia is not just 
that a lot of helpless foreigners are targeted. It is 

in that identities 
are figments of our 
imaginations. If 
the foreigners who 
are not our “own 
kind” are gone, we 
will fight amongst 
the amaZulu and 
BaSotho and amaX-
hosa as we did in the 
past, because they 
are not our “own 
kind.” If the BaSotho 
are not around, we 
will find new identi-
ties to fight around, 
including our village 
or suburb, even our 
surnames. Even 
if everybody else 
is gone and it is 
just me and my 
brother, I will turn 
on my brother. Why? 
Because, as James 

said, these fights come from evil desires within 
us. We want what we don’t have, and we will kill 
or maim to get it. Whether it is a Mozambican, a 
South African, a Mosotho, a neighbour, or even my 
brother, I will kill and hurt if my lust and greed is not 
under control.

Thank God he has saved me from the foolishness 
of my old identity. Our South African Constitution 
Fathers, had the foresight to state in the preamble: 

“We, the people of South Africa, Believe that South 
Africa belongs to all who live in it, united in our diver-
sity.” 

You have heard my confession. Are you xeno-
phobic? F2F
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“The evil that men do 
lives after them;  The 
good is oft interred  

with their bones.”
Shakespeare had it right as usual. The bad guys 

grab the headlines, while the philanthropists and 
heroes hardly get a slot on page 10. Newsworthi-
ness requires sensationalism -  more prevalent in 
evil than good.

When Adam and Eve decided to eat the forbidden 
fruit, they instilled into our genes and 
human psyche the knowledge of good 
and evil. Invariably the evil in humanity 
enjoys all the publicity. 

Of course, In His immeasurable love, 
God gave an element of balance to the 
evil heart of humans which may also be 
the element of self-preservation of the 
species, when he instilled in that one 

forbidden fruit the good with the evil .If we had only 
gained knowledge of evil from the tree, we would 
have wiped ourselves out long ago.

And yet in the good there is also a further 
dimension which works for the long-term welfare of 
humanity, and which not only goes beyond the call 
of duty, but surpasses the pride that sometimes goes 
with philanthropy.

This is expounded by Paul in the Bible in his first 
letter to the Corinthians about all the elements of 
divine love listed in Chapter 13. And, more so to the 
Galatians, the nine aspects of the goodness of God 
presented to us as fruit of His Holy Spirit. This will 
only operate in us when we have received the Spirit 
of the Triune God (Galatians 5:22 ).

It is not for us to judge whether the good we see 
in others is human goodness or the divine fruit of 
the Spirit operating. 

the miLk of humAn kinDness

I had the privilege of seeing the milk of human 
kindness as well as the goodness of God operate in 
the hospital where I was recently admitted after a 
physical crisis.

They came from far and wide. They were the 
medical staff and the patients with whom I shared 
the ward. And they touched my life in ways that 

speak of sharing, caring and concern. In them I saw 
the greater love that never hesitated to go beyond 
the call of duty.

It all started a week earlier when I nearly 
collapsed with fatigue and confusion.

Hilary, my wife, took me straight to Emergency at 
the Netcare Blaauwberg Hospital.

Having arrived, the outpatient doctor did not 
hesitate to put me on an intravenous drip, and 
concluded that I had severe dehydration. At this 
stage it did not matter much to me what happened 
as I felt near comatose. I was admitted to ward 4C.

During that night I was too weak and riddled with 
pain to move or be moved. I raised the head and 
foot-ends of the bed with extreme difficulty. I didn’t 
want to trouble the night staff, so I sat bundled up, 
drifting in and out of short bouts of sleep.

Over the weekend the drips continued and the 
attention was given to me with care and gentleness. 
I learned very quickly how silly I was that first night. 
These people were so ready and willing to assist to 
the smallest need.

Next morning I heard a gentle voice saying, “Mr. 
Jacobs, I’m your doctor and I will be attending to 
you to try and find out the cause of your acute 
anaemia and vitamin B12 loss.” 

more ACts of kinDness AwAiteD me.

One nurse, a fine young woman from Ixopo in 
the Eastern Cape, helped me with utmost care and 
professionalism in some difficult moments.

A day or two later I was rather surprised by the 
fact that the surgeon who did the scopes, took the 
trouble after hours to find out how I was and to 
inform me of his findings.

testimonies of DiVine interVention

And then there were several nurses and sisters 
who also told me about the happenings in their lives. 
All these people opened up to give me testimonies 
of divine intervention.

One of these sisters told me of healing from a 
heart problem. As a young girl she was always tired 
and sometimes fainted. The doctor advised heart 
surgery, but she didn’t tell her parents. However, 
her grandmother found out about the problem and 
gathered the whole family to pray right through 
the night. When she returned to the doctor, he was 

By Eben D Jacobs

Beyond the 
call of duty…

my experiences in 
a hospiTal Ward

to page 16
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I would like to tell you a story. 
Not a fairytale, or make-believe, 
although it does have a ‘live 

happily ever after’ ending. You will 
find it in the last chapter of the 
Gospel of Luke, where we pick up 
the narration in verse 13. 

We read that two of Jesus’ followers are walking 
along the road from Jerusalem towards 
a little village called Emmaus. By their 
walk, their slightly stooped shoulders 
and the way their feet drag in the dust, 
it’s obvious that their hearts are heavy. 
They are talking to each other about a 
man named Jesus, the excitement that 
they as Jews had felt, sure he was the 
Messiah long promised to set them 

free. Then just three days back, the horror as they 
watched him die on a cross. This very morning 
there had been some crazy talk about his grave 
being found empty, but who would believe such 
nonsense...? They are confused and uncertain, not 
sure what to do next.

The resurrected Jesus, in disguise and walking a 
few paces behind them, listens to their conversation, 
interrupts and asks, “What are you talking about as 
you walk along?” 

They stop, their faces sad and pained and a little 
confused.

“You must be a visitor to Jerusalem,” the one 
called Cleopas exclaims in surprise. “If you lived here, 
you would know the things that have happened in 
the last few days.” 

“What things?” Jesus asks
 “About Jesus of Nazareth,” they reply. “He was 

a prophet. He was powerful in what he said and 
did in the eyes of God and all of the people. The 

chief priests and our rulers handed Jesus over to be 
sentenced to death. They nailed him to a cross. But 
we had hoped that he was the one who was going 
to set Israel free...” 

The hurt and disappointment in their voice is 
obvious. All they had set their hope on had been 
destroyed, gone! Best we just get on with our lives, 
they are thinking.

we fAiL to see the LiVing goD

The scene is set and it’s time to learn a lesson. 
God incarnate looks at this sorry pair and because 
he is love he feels their pain.  They are worried 
about the political situation in Israel, yet he has far 
greater things on his mind. 

Our petitions and visions are 
limited to the physical aspects 

of this life, and we forget to 
focus on his glorious Kingdom.

So he walks alongside them and starts explaining 
the plan that was set in motion from the foundation 
of the earth so that all of humanity could be saved, 
and ultimately restores their hope.

I have a question for you. Aren’t we too often 
the same when we live with hope deferred? “I had 
hoped that the retrenchments wouldn’t affect me...”

“I had hoped and prayed that the tumour wouldn’t 
be malignant...”

“We were hoping and believed that she would 
make a complete recovery...”

Sometimes we place our hope and trust in God 
and yet he doesn’t seem to come through for us. So 
often we are so drenched and blinded by the tears 
of self pity that we fail to see the Living God walking 

WHILE WE 
HOPE... 

God has 
it sorted

By Tim Maguire
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right besides us. As with these two burdened travel-
lers along the road to Emmaus, we fail to see the 
bigger picture, God’s heavenly tapestry that he is 
weaving in our lives. Our petitions and visions are 
limited to the physical aspects of this life, and we 
forget to focus on his glorious Kingdom.

God makes us a promise we can firmly stand by 
in Romans 8:28- “We know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love him.” (NIV 
throughout, emphasis mine)

When God says all things, he means just that. Not 
some, or even most, but everything that happens to 
us, he is able, in his ultimate wisdom to orchestrate 
to our eternal benefit.

James 4:3  tells us that we do not receive what 
we ask (hope) for because we ask for wrong reasons, 
according to our selfish desires not his will. Some-
times we even piously pray “not according to my 
will”, then go on to tell God how he should do it, or 
feel disappointed in the outcome.

not whAt we expeCt

Hope and faith are not about what we expect, 
but about trusting God to do it in his own wild, 
unimaginable way. His ways are way beyond ours, 
and surpass our understanding!

Deuteronomy 32:4 reveals that “He is the Rock. 

His deeds are perfect. Everything he does is just and 
fair. He is faithful. He is a faithful God who does 
no wrong. How just and upright he is” (NLT). Yes 
his works are perfect and his ways, even though 
different to what we expect, are right and just!

Imagine the shock on the Israelites’ faces when 
the Red Sea parted. Not at all what they had 
expected! 

Imagine the look of utter joy on Sarah’s face 
when she told Abraham that their scheme with his 
handmaiden had been unnecessary and that she 
was pregnant!

When we remember the plan that God has - 
which included adopting each of us as his beloved 
sons and daughters, to live with him and in his love 
for all eternity - the heartaches and pains and trials 
that we face on a daily basis, pale into insignifi-
cance.

Rom 15:13  “May the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.”

amazed to find nothing wrong with her heart.
A patient in the bed opposite me was admitted 

with a severe bout of lung congestion. When we 
knew each other a little better, I learned that he was 
a born again Christian. Ben gave me a remarkable 
testimony of divine intervention in his life.

“I was diagnosed with cancer 
in the stomach and a quarter of 
it was removed. Several years 
later, I started experiencing some 
severe pains again. Cancer was 
found to be spreading throughout 
my stomach and bowels, and I 
started a course of chemotherapy. 
But after a while I stopped and 
went to our pastor for prayer. The 
congregation carried me high in 
their prayers.

After some time, I felt it neces-
sary to report to my doctor how 
much better I was. Extensive examination deter-
mined that I was completely clear of cancer!”

 Then there was the young man in the bed next 
to mine, who came down with a virus in his blood.

“How did this happen,” I asked
“I don’t have the faintest idea. I just developed 

a fever and the next day I was rushed to hospital.” 
 He seemed to be a fine fit young man of about 

29 years old and he stirred my curiosity. Standing 
next to his bed after enquiring about his progress, I 
referred to his girlfriend, and during the conversa-
tion he asked, “Mr. Jacobs, how can you be sure you 
are marrying the right person.?”

“Well, firstly I prayed and asked God to guide 
us into a relationship if it was his will. The bottom 
line in my opinion is to pray about it and ask for 

guidance. As I see it, there is no harm in the childlike 
asking for confirmation. Then pray for each other 
and work with self-sacrifice by both for stability in 
your marriage.”  

This may have been my little portion of goodness 
which I shared with him.

gooD AnD eViL in ALL 
humAnity

Here were people who shared 
as fellow patients, not only the bad 
things that they had gone through, 
but also the good things for which 
most of them gave due credit to God. 

And the hospital staff, from surgeon 
and physician to nurses and cleaners 
showed an attitude of going beyond 
the call of duty, also not hesitating to 
testify where God intervened in their 
lives.

There is good and evil in all of humanity, but 
where the good was predominant it shone through 
with greatness. In our lives we have the choice of 
will as to whether we will act in goodness or in evil.

The deeper life of bearing the fruit of goodness of 
the Holy Spirit works through us when we surrender 
our hearts and lives to Jesus Christ. 

The goodness then is not “my will anymore, but 
Thy will be done.” It is a goodness that can sacrifice 
self and overcome evil not by might or by power, but 
by the Spirit of God.

My appreciation goes to all those who shared 
their lives with me and brought me much encour-
agement. It behoves us to pray for those who work 
under difficult circumstances in hospitals to bring 
relief to those who are suffering.

from page 14

F2F

F2F
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By Hilary Jacobs

F2F

DEAR MUM AND DAD… 
a belated apology

It’s been 15 to 20 years since 
I’ve seen you both, and I miss 
you so often! I know I will see 

you again in the resurrection, and 
that will indeed be a joyful occasion, 
but there are so many questions 
which keep popping up in my mind, 

and only you two know the 
answers. 

Up until quite recently I assumed I 
had honoured you as instructed in the 
Bible. Although we didn’t live nearby, 
I phoned you, Mum, quite often. I 
remembered your 
birthday, Mothers’ 
Day, even your 

wedding anniversary, and 
on one occasion when you 
were ill, I spent the weekend 
caring for you. And you, Dad, 
when you were widowed 
and lonely, I was able to visit 
you regularly, pop in to see 
that you were OK, and invite 
you to lunch on occasion. I 
had the satisfied feeling that 
I had done my bit to make 
your twilight years a little 
happier.

It’s only now that I am 
getting old myself that I see 
the huge gaps in my under-
standing.  

You probably remember 
that board game called Trivial 
Pursuit, where all the general knowledge questions 
were printed on tiny pieces of paper, and you scored 
points for the team by getting the answers correct. 
I kept thinking, “Mum, you know the answer! Why 
don’t you just say it and get done? We are wasting 
valuable time!” And Dad, when you repeated a 
story for the third or fourth time, I was tempted to 
say, “Yes Dad...you told me before.”

I remember being amused Mum, when we went 
shopping together in some of the large department 
stores which were then in the city centre. When 
we walked out of the store together, you always 
seemed to want to turn in the wrong direction. 
Nowadays when I exit a shop in the mall, I think 
carefully first about which way to go. When I park 
my car, I take my bearings, and repeat the letter 
and number of the parking row a few times so I 
will remember where to find it. I love quiz shows, 

but annoyingly, I sometimes just cannot think of the 
answers, although I know them. 

When you tried to open a parcel, or turn pages 
quickly, I sometimes felt irritated at the number 
of false starts you made. I couldn’t understand 
how the message from the brain didn’t get to the 
fingers as quickly as it used to. And as for hearing 
the dialogue on TV programs, I got a little tired of 
you saying that the background music was too loud. 
Now I struggle to hear the conversations and find 
myself wishing they would turn down that unneces-
sary background noise!

I could have been a lot more understanding and 
a lot less judgmental when you complained of your 
tiredness, aches and pains and your inability to find 
clothes to fit in the shops. I could have spent more 
time with you and asked questions about past events 
instead of just popping in to see if you were OK and 

soothing my conscience. I 
could have shared a lot more 
of my own feelings with you 
– asked your opinion about 
some of my choices, and 
asked your advice when I 
made decisions. Above all, I 
could have taken a greater 
interest in the extended 
family, and asked Dad more 
about his childhood. 

Yes, there is so much 
more I would do if I had the 
time over again. I certainly 
would not do it all the same.

I know you were sceptical 
of my Christian beliefs, but 
you graciously put aside our 
differences when I visited 
you. You really showed 
love and concern towards 
me, and now I long to say a 
huge “thank you” for all that 

patience and tolerance. 
And the wonderful thing is, it’s not too late! I will 

be seeing you again in such very different circum-
stances. We’ll be able to talk about everything and 
anything, and we won’t have memory problems, 
hearing problems, health problems or relationship 
problems. We will be together in a restored world 

– a society that Jesus has promised to bring about. 
I know this may all seem very strange to you, but 

it’s a promise of God, and as certain as the sunrise 
tomorrow morning. When I see you again, there 
will be no more death, mourning, crying or pain. 
The old order of things will have passed away, and 
the good old days will not be even a little grey patch 
on the future. It’s really true – you’ll see.

Love, Hilary

www.bigstockphoto.com
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By Bob Klynsmith

The presence of evil is every-
where.  Its pervasive influence 
often strikes without warning 

– from the horrendous Holocaust 
of World War II and the Rwandan 
genocide of the 90s to a relentless 
onslaught of modern day crimes 
such as hijackings, rape, murder, 
drugs, pornography, family abuse, 

greed and corruption.  
The list goes on and on.  Daily news-

papers thrive on the sensationalism of 
evil, a fearful reflection of a civilization 
that appears to have gone horribly 
wrong, despite all of its sophisticated 
technology. 

where DiD eViL Come from? 

What about the catastrophic natural disas-
ters that we have all witnessed over the past few 
years; volcanoes’, earthquakes, tsunamis’, floods, 
droughts and hurricanes that have left a trail of 
destruction and heartbreaking loss of lives, ironi-
cally described in legal terms as Acts of God.  

If God created this world and brought human-
kind into existence, why does he permit evil?  Even 
more perplexing is the question, “Why would a 
loving God allow my dad, mom, daughter, son or 
dear friend to die at the unscrupulous hands of a 
criminal or become a victim of cataclysmic events?”  

“Where was God when the earthquake struck in 
Haiti?”

H G Wells is quoted as saying “God seems to 
be an ever absent help in time of trouble.”  What a 
sad indictment on our beloved Creator!  Perhaps we 
need to address these somewhat enigmatic issues 
by asking the question, “where did all this evil come 
from in the first place?”  Is God the author of evil?  
While we may never have all the answers, let’s 
briefly explore a few passages of scripture and in 
so doing endeavour to gain some insight into this 
disturbing reality that surrounds us.  

why Doesn’t goD preVent eViL?

The Bible tells us “God saw all that He had made 
and it was very good.” (Genesis 1:31). Yes, God’s 
original creation was good! Furthermore, the very 
nature of God is wrapped up in love. We read in 
the first book of John chapter 4:8 – “God is love”. 
He loves us even when we are unlovable and fight 
back. His amazing grace has already forgiven all 
our sins, past, present and future. Still, why doesn’t 
God intervene and prevent evil before it unleashes 
a terrifying path of pain and suffering in our lives? 

Perhaps, God is busy with something far greater 
than meets the eye. The apostle Paul had something 
to say about creation and evil. 

In certain respects, God took 
a risk with humankind

“Therefore, just as sin entered the world through 
one man, and death through sin, in this way, death 
came to all men, because all sinned (Romans 5:12)…” 
Paul is referring to what has become known as “the 
fall of man,” which in turn, has had a far reaching 
impact on all of creation. “for the creation has been 
subjected to frustration not by its own choice, but by 
the will of the One who subjected it in hope that the 
creation itself  will be liberated from its bondage to 
decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the 
children of God. We know that the whole creation 
has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right 
up to the present time (Romans 18-22).” After Adam 
sinned, God cursed the ground (Genesis 3:17). This 
implies a creation that was very different prior to 
the time when sin entered the world.  

Adam’s earth shattering choice, ushered evil into 
the world of humanity and its powerful influence has 
affected humankind ever since.  The creation itself 
is suffering the consequences.  It is important to be 
aware of the circumstances surrounding Adam’s 
choice.  Adam and Eve allowed themselves to be 
swayed by the serpent, being Satan, a powerful 
angelic being, who with a host of angels rebelled 
against God and in so doing brought evil into the 
cosmos.  Here we find that Satan turned on God 
through pride, thus becoming the author of evil.
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heADing for A sure DestinAtion

God has promised in his Word that He will, in 
His own time, deal with evil, and death will be swal-
lowed up in victory, but in the meantime, we are 
on an earthly pilgrimage. The earth, like a ship in 
a storm, is heading for a sure destination. Christ 
will return to restore all things and establish His 
Kingdom as sure as the rising sun.  However, in 
the meantime many on board will follow in Adam’s 
footsteps and choose a life contrary to what God 
offers.

So why did God create humans with the capacity 
to choose between good and evil?  After all, He 
could have programmed love into our hearts. Ironi-
cally, this would do away with the concept of free 
will, probably affecting the nature of our character 
and unique persona as individual human beings.   
In essence, at the heart of choice lies our under-
standing of free moral agency, for without it, we 
cannot develop Godly character. The triune God, 
being Father, Son and Holy Spirit does not want a 
long term eternal relationship with pre-programmed 
robotic beings, but with a living person who chooses 
to love Him and other fellow human beings – who 
chooses to live the opposite way to evil.  He wants 
us to respond to the grace of Jesus because we want 
to and not simply out of command or duty.     

The consequences of evil has brought untold 
suffering to humankind.  Israel too, had to choose 
between life and death. They were given the 
commandments and other laws added later, but 
allowed themselves to be allured onto the slippery 
slope of sin and its miserable consequences. Yes, 
we live in a fallen, temporary sinful world. 

However, God gives us the assurance in his 
Word that He does intervene in our lives, especially 
at certain defining moments, and is an ever present 
help during times of suffering and pain. He will 
never leave or forsake us.  Yet, if He were to inter-
vene immediately at every turn, and literally at each 
moment we are about to sin, where would be our 
capacity to choose between good and evil? 

This is the beauty of the grace of Jesus Christ, who 
through his incarnation suffered the evil onslaught 
of his perpetrators and opened the door of forgive-
ness, reconciliation and a new life in Christ.  

In certain respects, God took a risk with human-
kind, knowing that free moral agency in itself, allows 

for the capacity to choose between good and evil.  
This created the potential and reality of bringing 
evil into the world, as a result of wrong choices. 
However, the essence of Christ’s message lies in 
our transformation, an inner work of the Holy Spirit, 
which will enable us to rise above evil and love as 
God loves with authenticity, even our enemies. 

eternAL perspeCtiVe

As God allows rain to fall on the just and the 
unjust, he allows us to suffer pain along with the 
world. In this we learn the dire consequences of sin 
and that a life apart from God is meaningless.  Thus, 
when the storm rages on the high seas and the “earth 
ship” navigates towards its destination, both the just 
and the unjust suffer hardship. Romans 8:19 tells us 
that “our present sufferings are not worth comparing 
with the glory that will be revealed in us.” Here God 
helps us to view the anguish we may be currently 
experiencing with an eternal perspective, looking to 
our glorious future destiny in His Kingdom.       

We have a responsibility, looking to Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit for guidance, to exercise God’s gift of 
free will with wisdom, strength and understanding, 
especially when trials and tough choices confront 
us. In his letter to the Galatians, Paul said, “You, my 
brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your 
freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather serve 
one another in love.”  

We have a responsibility… to 
exercise God’s gift of free 

will with wisdom, strength 
and understanding

Is your way of life bringing you closer to God 
or taking you further away from Him? Are your 
choices having a positive or negative impact on 
those around you?   Are these not some of the real 
questions we should be asking?  Indeed, God has 
made the transforming presence of the Holy Spirit 
available to us, providing the insight and wisdom to 
make right choices that will enable us to grow and 
mature in Christ-like character. F2F
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By Shaun de Greeff

I was about sixteen at the time 
when a friend and I had a brain-
wave. In a moment of absolute 

clarity it dawned on us that what we 
needed to do was go to the gym. 

You see I was overweight and he was very tall, 
scrawny and wore spectacles. Each of us had our 
own idea as to what this magical place called ‘gym’ 
could do for us - I had visions of sporting a six pack 

with olive tanned skin (have no idea why 
I had to be tanned) and I am sure in his 
mind he was to become the next Jean 
Claude van Damme (remember this was 
the nineties).

So with these images in mind we set 
off to join the gym. The first day we did 
what most boys at that age did - we tried 

to see who could bench press the most, but while 
we were trying to outdo each other the aerobics 
instructress walked past on her way to give a class. 
Man alive…this woman was gorgeous! She had all 
the curves in all the right places, and being sixteen 
we picked our jaws off the floor and immediately 
rushed to sign up for the class.

In our minds the plan was foolproof. We would 
take the class, jump around a bit, and all the while 
have ring-side seats to ogle her without coming off 
as perverts…unfortunately we did not notice that 
she was giving the advanced aerobics class.

The class started with lots of smiles and encour-
agement for the new members, but very quickly 
spiralled into absolute hell. It was hard to keep up 
the façade of being cool when every muscle in your 
body was screaming at you. Sweat was pouring 
down my face, burning my eyes. My breathing 
became wheezy and labored and worst of all, that 
beautiful instructress had turned into a dungeon 
master who was torturing me. 

Yet through the pain and 
torture, I learned a couple 

of very valuable lessons

All of a sudden I was not thinking of the instruc-
tress any more but rather focusing on not collapsing 
and embarrassing myself. I had heard some of the 
body builders use the phrase “no pain no gain” 
and so I started chanting it in my head to help me 
through.

VALuAbLe Lessons

After what felt like weeks had gone by, the 
session was finally over. I was exhausted, felt dehy-
drated and sore and did not care about looking at 
the instructor at all; I was just so relieved that I did 
not collapse.

Yet through the pain and torture, I learned a 
couple of very valuable lessons, one of which was 
realizing that being unfit and joining an advanced 
class to ogle a woman was not a good idea.

 But the class had made a difference…we joined 
the beginner classes and ended up getting pretty fit 
and we felt good about what we had accomplished.

But none of the lessons would have been learned 
if what I had to go through was really easy. If I had 
not suffered I would not have learnt these lessons 
and would have kept on objectifying this poor 
woman to feed some stupid fantasy that I had. If 
there was no pain there would have not been any 
gain!

Let’s Look At pAin

For the most part, physical and emotional pain 
is there to warn us. When we hurt, the pain that we 
feel intensifies as our injuries get worse, sending a 
clear message that if we don’t change the situation 

NO 
PAIN 

NO GAIN
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we could damage ourselves indefinitely. Through 
personal experience I can attest to the fact that 
burning my hand has always brought the message 
home much clearer than having someone else warn 
me that putting my hand in a flame will hurt. 

whAt is the spirituAL purpose of pAin? 

“I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those 
who kill the body and after that can do no more.  But 
I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, 
after the killing of the body, has power to throw you 
into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him (Luke 12:4-5)” 

Luke is trying to tell us here that there is more at 
stake than just physical pain and suffering. We often 
forget that there is a battle raging for our souls. 
Satan does not stand by idly and wait and hope that 
we will deny Christ. No, he actively pursues us. He 
tries to change us to his like-
ness and tries to corrupt us. 

Sometimes the only way we 
grow is when we suffer. The 
apostle Paul says the following: 

“Not only so, but we also rejoice 
in our sufferings, because we 
know that suffering produces 
perseverance, perseverance, 
character; and character, hope. 
And hope does not disappoint 
us, because God has poured 
out his love into our hearts by 
the Holy Spirit, whom he has 
given us (Romans 3:3-5).” 

so Does goD  
senD the pAin?

Some might read this article 
and say to themselves…” See, God is the author of 
all pain and strife.” We must not be fooled! One 
of the major reasons for pain and suffering in this 
world is because humans inflict it on one another 

-  it is the choices we make that cause pain. It is 
humans who wage the wars that kill thousands. 
We are the ones that destroy the ozone layer and 
complain when the rain does not come. We are the 
ones that rape, kill and steal. 

Another major reason stems from the choices 
that Adam and Eve made. Due to the fall of man, sin 
was introduced into the world, corrupting a creation 
that was perfect and in balance. Disease entered 
the world and so life started becoming more and 
more difficult for humans. From the very beginning 
in the Garden of Eden God instructed Adam and 
Eve about the way they should go, but ultimately 
it was their choice.  In Deuteronomy 30:19 God’s 
exhortation is to ‘choose life’” (See also Joshua 
24:15, Proverbs 1:29-33, Luke 10:42).   

But why doesn’t God just take it all away? Surely 
he should if he really cares for us?

In order for God to do that, he would have to 
take away free will, he would have to force the 
individual to submit  to his authority and that would 
defeat the entire purpose behind giving man the 
freedom to choose

Once again the issue here is not your physical 
life but your eternal soul.

 

you got to roLL with the punChes

As we can see, there are many reasons why there 
is pain in the world. The person with a brain tumor 
did not necessarily, through their own actions, cause 
the tumor, but they still have to live with the pain 
that it can cause. Whether the pain is caused due to 
our own actions or external factors, the choices that 
we are faced with are always the same: choose to 
trust in God and let him help us through, giving us 
the opportunity to grow spiritually in the process, or 
succumb to the fear that it can cause. 

pAin the greAt teACher

Although we fail to admit it to ourselves, almost 
all the valuable lessons that we have learnt in our 
lives have been learnt when we have had to suffer or 

endure pain or trials. These trials 
have made us better people… 
people whom God can work with.

CS Lewis once wrote: “God 
whispers to us in our pleasures, 
speaks in our conscience, but 
shouts in our pains.”

I have often found in my life 
that it is only when confronted 
with trials or pain that I really 
repent, that I really start making 
changes in my life. When things 
go too well, it is easy to forget 
God and ignore his prompting.

You see, no matter what the 
cause of the trial or pain, God 
can use our weaknesses to do the 
most amazing things. I remember 
my aunt talking to me two weeks 

before she eventually succumbed to cancer. She 
pulled me to one side and said the most amazing 
thing to me. She said, “Shaun, I am so thankful for 
what God has given me in these last months. He 
has blessed me richly. I can die happy now that he 
has given me the opportunity to mend all the fences 
that I have broken.”

My aunt, when faced with cancer, used it as an 
opportunity to do the things she had always wanted 
to and to mend the relationships that had been 
damaged. Faced with death, she understood that 
the relationships that we have on this earth are 
what really matter, and she made an effort to fix 
them. Not only that, but she gave me one of the 
strongest testimonies to the power of Christ in our 
lives.

God reassures us that he will always be there for 
us. In Hebrews 13:9 and in Deuteronomy 31:8 we 
read: “The Lord himself goes before you and will be 
with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do 
not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”

ConCLusion

We need to change the way that we look at 
suffering and pain. It does not matter what the 
source of the pain is, but rather that it is an oppor-
tunity to grow and that Christ will never leave us nor 
forsake us. The trials and tribulations we face and 
the pain we have to endure is vital for our spiritual 
growth. 

No pain no gain!  F2F
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By Roy Lawrence

It was back in the days of World 
War II when it happened. My 
memories of the war are child-

hood memories, because I was a 
boy at the time – but they are still 
surprisingly clear. 

Of course, as a child I was kept well away from 
the front and the fighting. But from time to time the 
war came to me.

I lived with my mother and father in a 
village called Davyhulme on the outskirts 
of Manchester. Night after night enemy 
planes used to fly overhead on their way 
to bomb the industrial complex at Traf-
ford Park, a few miles away. If they failed 
to drop all their bombs on Trafford Park, 
they would get rid of them on their way 
home and so occasionally a bomb would 

fall somewhere near our house.
I had a sand pit in which I used to play. It was 

in the middle of the lawn in our back garden. One 
morning when I went out into the garden, I found 
to my total astonishment that there in the middle of 
my sand pit was an unexploded bomb!

Perhaps I ought to admit that I was not alto-
gether displeased at this discovery. At the school 
which I attended, bits of shrapnel from bombs and 
shells were regarded as ‘prize possessions’. If we 
found any, we could trade them for sweets or toys 
or other goodies. So, if I could manage to take this 
bomb to pieces, goodness knows what loot I could 
amass in exchange for its contents.

So I went and brought two of my friends and 
then collected the hammer and chisel which my 
father kept in the garage. Then the three of us went 
to my sand pit, where I started to chip away at the 
outside of the bomb.

It was at this point that my father came around 
the corner of the house and saw what we were 
doing. He almost had an apoplectic fit on the spot 
and in no time at all my friends and I were well 
separated from our bomb and the bomb disposal 
squad was quickly called. When the bomb disposal 
squad arrived, they crawled on their stomachs 
across the lawn and then slowly and delicately 
made the bomb safe.

I suppose I felt a bit peeved about the whole 

The day I  
discovered an 
unexploded 

bomb
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incident. Our fun had been spoilt. Our liberty had 
been infringed. But of course my father was abso-
lutely right. If he had not acted so promptly, I could 
very well not have been here to tell the tale.

A pArAbLe for our time

The reason I am retelling it now is that not only 
is it a good yarn, a good ‘Boys Own’ story, but quite 
recently it was pointed out to me that it is something 
of a parable for our time. Society loves playing with 
unexploded bombs and is less than pleased with 
those who try to stop this.

For instance, in our computer-centred world the 
internet is interlaced with pornographic sites. Each 
of these is like an unexploded bomb, full of poten-
tial to damage our lives. But there is no shortage 
of people who find themselves playing with them 
and slavering over them. It is a great mistake. Those 
who toy with pornography are all too likely to find 
that very soon they are themselves the ones who 
are being toyed with. Pornography can so easily 
become an escalating addiction. We can go from the 
net to pornographic magazines and sex shops and 
to a pornographic lifestyle, which is self-destructive 
as well as potentially harmful to others.

Every personal sin has 
the capacity to be an 

unexploded bomb. We 
toy with it at our peril.

To take another example, many children seem 
to have a great liking these days for violent video 
games. They plead for their parents to buy them, 
and parents often do so, just for the sake of a quiet 
life. But each one has the capacity to be an unex-
ploded bomb and you never know when fantasy 
violence will spill over into the real thing. We were 
all appalled when it was reported not long ago that 
two children had bullied and tortured two others 
almost to the point of committing murder. Not 
surprisingly, it was found that they had every oppor-
tunity to fantasize about violence in their own home.

Recently our media have reported that research 
has revealed that Britain is becoming, what is termed 
‘a more liberal, tolerant and relaxed society’. The 
radio program in which I heard the report was full 
of self-congratulation and seemed not to see the 
unexploded bomb concealed beneath the statistics. 
However, it is apparent to anyone looking around 
with open eyes that once you abandon a commit-
ment to basic moral standards, once you ignore 
biblical teaching about right and wrong, once you 
start treating the concept of ‘sin’ as an irrelevance or 
a joke or just plain bad taste, the consequences are 
chaotic and explosive – socially, medically, economi-
cally and in all sorts of other ways. 

A personAL unexpLoDeD bomb?

Still, let’s put aside for a moment reflections 
about our society and about the world generally. 
Let’s apply all this at a rather more personal level. 
What about you and me? Do we have an unex-
ploded bomb of our own which we are playing about 
with? Are we toying with some private sin? Perhaps 

taking pleasure in a prejudice of some kind? Or in 
conceit? Or spite? Or some sort of impure thought 
sequence? Or what about dishonesty? It need not 
necessarily be financial, but could perhaps involve 
stealing credit or kudos – or even time – which does 
not rightly belong to us? 

Every personal sin has the capacity to be an 
unexploded bomb. We toy with it at our peril. So is 
it time for a bomb hunt? If so, what shall we use as 
a bomb detector? 

There is no shortage of bomb detectors in the 
Bible. How about the Ten Commandments for 
instance? They can be found in their original form 
in Exodus, chapter 20, verses 1-17, and the art of 
using them is to see and apply the principles which 
underlie each one. So for instance, when we read 
the sixth commandment, ‘Thou shalt do no murder,’ 
we can find that this is highly relevant to us, even if 
we are not killers in any crude sense. 

This is a world in which many die needlessly. 
We belong to the third of the world which is well-
fed – even overfed. But another third goes hungry 
and a further third experiences such extremities of 
starvation that people habitually die of malnutri-
tion. We could do something about it by helping 
organizations which care for the sick and starving. 
But do we? And what about the mental and spiritual 
equivalents of murder? Do we promote peace, or 
do we bear hatred in our hearts and injure others 
by word or deed? Are we guilty of ‘character assas-
sination’? Do we ever indulge in malicious gossip? 
Or at a more literal level, have we worked out how 
we feel about abortion or killing animals?

Perhaps you would rather find your bomb 
detector in the New Testament. If so, how about 

1 Corinthians 13, the famous chapter built 
around the phrase, ‘Love is …’? All we have to do 
is to change the words: ‘Love is’ to ‘Am I?’ or ‘Do 
I?’. ‘Am I patient, am I kind? Do I know no jealousy? 
Do I make no parade, never give myself airs? Am 
I never selfish? Am I never glad when others go 
wrong’. And so on. 

The best of all bomb detectors is Jesus himself. 
He has offered us his presence. He has promised 
his followers, ‘I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.’ (Matthew 29:20) If we have claimed this 
promise and allow him to walk with us through life, 
all we have to do is to ask ourselves, ‘When I am 
with Jesus, can I feel at ease if I do this; think that; 
say the other?’ If not, we will have found an unex-
ploded bomb in the sand pit of our soul.

What if you try this out and find one? We often fail 
to do so because we are not sure what should come 
next, but the answer is surprisingly simple. Jesus is 
not only the supreme bomb detector, he is also the 
world’s greatest bomb disposer. All we have to do 
is to step aside and allow him to deal with the situ-
ation. We have to pray, ‘Deliver us from evil,’ and 
we have to mean it. For he can take your personal 
unexploded bomb and mine into his scarred hands 
and carry it well away. And if that is good news, 
there is more. For, before long, those same scarred 
hands will bring us something infinitely better to put 
in its place.

Reprinted with kind permission of the Plain Truth 
(UK). Registered charity no. 1098217
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efective and informed service in the work of 
the gospel.
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and travel information.

hMMM...

I shall try to correct errors when 
shown to be errors , and I shall 
adopt new views so fast as they 

shall appear to be true views.
Abraham Lincoln

We do not act rightly because 
we have virtue or excellence, but 
we rather have those because we 

have acted rightly. We are what 
we repeatedly do. Excellence 

then, is not an act but a habit.
Aristotle

The real test of a saint is not one’s 
willingness to preach the gospel, but 

ones willingness to do something 
like washing the disciples’ feet.

Oswald Chambers

We are not animals. We 
are not a product of what has 

happened to us in the past. We 
have the power of choice.

Stephen Covey

As you do not know the path 
of the wind, or how the body is 
formed in a mother’s womb, so 

you cannot understand the work 
of God, the Maker of all things.

Ecclesiastes

How can anyone who has raised 
a toddler fail to recognize that 

rebellion, selfishness and aggres-
sion do not have to be cultivated? 

Kids come by it quite naturally.
James Dobson

I have had to learn, against 
my instincts that what seems 

attractive and alluring, may in 
fact prove destructive. I need 
outside help in determining 
what is really good for me.

Philip Yancey

If our devotion is to the cause 
of humanity, we will be quickly 

defeated and broken hearted, since 
we will often be confronted with a 

great deal of ingratitude. If we are 
motivated by our love for God, no 

amount of ingratitude will be able to 
hinder us from serving one another.

Oswald Chambers

If human intelligence and percep-
tion are undependable in assessing 

every day reality, which can be 
seen, touched, heard, tasted, and 

smelled, how much less capable is 
it of evaluating the unfathomable 
God of the universe? Our efforts 
to encapsulate and comprehend 

Him are equally as futile.
James Dobson

I once thought Christians went 
through life burdened by guilt, in 
contrast to carefree unbelievers. 

I now realize that Christians 
are the very people who can go 
through life free of that burden.

Philip Yancey


